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Politics
Politics Editors – James Goldsack & Katya-yani Vyas 

H ello all and a particu-
lar welcome to those at 
the Silwood Park cam-
pus, who I hear are avid 
readers of felix. I had a 

chance meeting with one student there 
while I was back home in the West 
Country.

Earlier in the week I went to an 
event held by the CU which gave or-
dinary, rational people the chance to 
grill a Christian. Admittedly this year 
it was a HUGE improvement over last 
year, the panel for which was made 
up from immature, self-righteous and 
frankly slightly crazy Christians. It set 
me thinking. Why can people get away 
with anything when they claim motiva-
tion due to religion?

News flash for you: your views are 
not special. Religious beliefs are no 
more valid than other beliefs for which 
evidence is limited or beliefs which are 
completely subjective.

The religious always seem to get 
away with � sometimes literally � mur-
der in the name of their God and peo-
ple stand off and say nothing. Unless 
it�s the Jews, you anti-Semitic jerks. Be 
warned, I will claw you.

It seems both religious and racial 
comments have fallen under the iron 
grip of political correctness.

It is supposedly �acceptable� for a 
cashier in a supermarket to refuse to sell 
alcohol to customers due to their own 
religious beliefs. Sainsbury�s is there to 
buy booze from and if you can�t sell it 
then GET ANOTHER JOB. If anyone 
else refuses to do a part of their job for 
no good reason they would be fired.

But oh no, not if it�s a religious 
reason.

You know these new atheism adverts 
on buses? One bus driver in London 
refused to drive a bus with such an ad-
vert due to his belief in God. Instead 
of allowing everyone to have their 
own views and accepting these, this 
one person caused one hell of a hassle 
for the bus company which was kind 
enough to give him the day off then re-
timetable him to ensure he only drove 
�God-friendly� busses.

Normally I would not mind any in-
conveniencing of private companies as 
public transport should really be re-
nationalised. It just makes sense.

However, at least have a good reason 
to do so, not because of some insane 
delusion and the inability to accept 
anything contrary to it and holding 
your own religious conviction above 
everything else. There are more im-
portant things in life. Again, this bus 
driver would have been fired if religion 
had not been mentioned. George Bush 
killed many innocent Afghanis and 
Iraqis because God told him to bomb 
the hell out of those nations. Well that 
is ok then. Go ahead. Kill as many of 
those dirty Arabs as you like.

Religion has left conflict and death in 
its wake around the world. A force for 
good? Seriously, get a grip on reality, 
and do it soon.

If there is one thing I cannot stand, 
it is the mixture between state and re-
ligion. As I pointed out strongly last 
week, America have it bad. Strangely 
despite having an official state reli-
gion here in the UK, you do not get the 
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same feeling of theocracy as in the US, 
except in the House of Lords. But then 
anyone with enough cash can find an 
opening there these days.

A recent news story involved the 
Georgian Orthodox church. A TV 
show entitled �Top Ten Best Geor-
gians� included in its shortlist 18 saints, 
13 of which have so far made it into the 
top 50. Upon reading that far I had 
assumed it was anti-religious people 
getting annoyed with how many saints 
were in the shortlist to begin with. On 
the contrary, the head of the church, 
Patriarch Ilia II, has called for the pro-
gramme to be banned as it is �unjus-
tified to make the public put them in 
rank order�.

This is a joke in itself. Saints were 
just people who the church puts a title 
on, they were still JUST PEOPLE.

The story gets worse still. Many 
Georgians consider the church above 
the law. Out of the two institutions, 
the church and the state, which do the 
citizens have a degree of control over? 
Which has a fixed agenda? Which can 
adapt when necessary? Which should 
have greater authority? If you did not 
answer �The State� to all of the above 
questions, I do not think I would let 
you look after my kids. Crazy people.

A member of the House of Lords, 
Lord Ahmed, voiced concern over 
the broadcast of the film Fitna, which 
equates Muslims with terrorists. In-
stead of allowing a free debate to un-
fold, he threatened the organiser. The 
concerns of one man have overridden 
our right to free speech. No one is mak-
ing a fuss about this as Lord Ahmed is 
Muslim.

Ahmed�s fury over this �extremist� 
event is ironic as he caused controver-
sy in 2005 over hosting a book launch 
by anti-Semitic author Israel Shamir.

I am not saying that Fitna is correct, 
or even that Islam is a violent religion. 
My problem with this is hypocrisy and 
the way this man and others like him 
are immune due to their delusional 
beliefs.

No other belief would be granted 
this much power. Certainly no other 
delusion would. The power granted by 
this belief is obviously not only used 
for bad but often, and I do mean of-
ten, it is. Think of the people who are 
dead due to religious conflict. The fact 
that people are so self-righteous due 
to their religious belief leads to these 
atrocities. Think of the corruption of 
the early church. Think of how religion 
has divided us and held us back from 
progress. Judaism and its runt off-
spring Christianity and Islam all advo-
cate violence in some way. This should 
not be respected.

I have no problem with the religious, 
only with the religions, the institutions, 
the hierarchy, the theology. Who am I 
to tell people what to think? But then 
who is that priest to tell you?

Politics in many countries is guided 
by religion: the Middle East, US, Geor-
gia etc. Even we have our laws and 
morals founded in Christianity.

Equally, political views should be on 
the same level as those of the religious. 
Your fascist conservatism is no more 
correct than my caring socialism.

But I am right.

Religion, get 
out of my face

Car makers’ warning

Tens of thousands of car workers could 
lose their jobs as the motor indus-
try collapses unless the government 
gives more financial help to the failing 
companies.

Union leaders warned that help is 
desperately needed, more than the £2.3 
billion loan guarantee package already 
promised.

Tony Woodley, joint leader of Unite, 
said immediate financial support was 
needed to keep workers in jobs. The 
money already pledged was a welcome 
start.

Business Secretary Lord Mandelson 
hosted a summit in central London.

The problem facing the industry is 
falling car sales amid a worsening eco-
nomic climate, leading unions to warn 
of an employment �catastrophe� if the 
measures do not have an impact soon.

Several plants are on extended shut-
downs, with companies including 
Honda, Nissan and Jaguar Land Rover 
among those badly affected.

GKN, an engineering group which 
supplies parts to car makers includ-
ing Land Rover and Ford, announced 
on Wednesday that it had cut over 200 
jobs in the UK since October and may 
have to lay more people off in the com-
ing months as the recession deepens. 

Aston Martin became the latest 
manufacturer to cut production, with 
workers at its factory in Gaydon, War-
wickshire, starting a three-day week.

The government announced on 
Tuesday an offer to car manufacturers 
of loans of up to £1.3bn from the Euro-
pean Investment Bank and guarantees 
of support of up to a further £1bn for 
lending.

Mr. Woodley said as he left the meet-
ing, at the Department for Business, 
Enterprise and Regulatory Reform, 
that tens of thousands of jobs were 
now at risk because of the �collapse� in 
car sales.

Lord Mandelson was asked to offer 
immediate financial support but Mr. 

Woodley said more should be done 
to help access credit to encourage car 
sales.

Mr Woodley said: �These are the big 
issues now. The government has lis-
tened intently to what we said.�

�We have made it clear that yester-
day�s announcement was a good start 
but it will not in itself be quick enough 
to offset potentially tens of thousands 
of job losses. We need an immediate 
cash injection� he continued.

�The message is �well done � but 
there is much more to do�.�

Business Minister Pat McFadden 
said: �We understand the importance 
of the car industry and we want to do 
everything we can to help.�

�We also have to remember the im-
portance of the supply companies 

which have factories around the coun-
try� she added.

Tom Purves, chief executive of BMW, 
described the meeting as �very con-
structive�, adding: �We are all working 
in the same direction.�

�We have seen an unprecedented 
drop in demand and the government 
understands that.�

Asked about the government pack-
age, he replied: �No-one can say 
whether it�s enough or not enough. The 
conversations we had about taking ele-
ments of the package on over the next 
two weeks has been very beneficial.

�I agree we need to take action quick-
ly - the government understands that� 
he asserted.

Many car workers across the country 
are hoping he is correct.

More money is desperately needed to save jobs in the UK

Car sales have dropped in the US as in the UK, with unsold cars stacking up and the industry floundering
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Release of Iraq war minutes possible
Katya-yani Vyas

Politics Editor

An information tribunal has ordered 
the release of cabinet minutes from 
2003, disclosing secret government 
discussions in the build up to the 
Iraq war. This is following a long and 
grueling campaign arguing that that 
the public�s right to know what was 
said is more important than the bu-
reaucratic rules stating that the discus-
sions should be kept secret. According 
to current law, such information need 
not be released until 30 years after the 
incident in question has occurred.

The decision that details of the ses-
sions on 13 and 17 March should be 
disclosed was upheld by the tribunal 
but the request has been strongly op-
posed by ministers, who are arguing 
that the Freedom of Information Act is 
not intended to allow for the publica-
tion of this kind of information. 

Whether the invasion was allowed 
under international law is a highly 
controversial issue and one that was 
debated within these meetings. The 
attorney general at the time, Lord 
Goldsmith, issued legal advice saying 
that according to international law the 
situation was allowed, having previ-
ously warned of the questionable le-
gitimacy of the war.

The government now has 28 days 
to appeal, meaning that it is not yet 
guaranteed that the minutes will be 
released. In addition, the tribunal de-
clared that this would not set a prec-
edent for the publication of all cabinet 
minutes and that these were excep-
tional circumstances encompassing 
legal pitfalls and public unrest over 
the issue. Previously, Richard Thomas, 
the information commissioner, had 
ordered the government publish the 
minutes provoking an appeal to the in-
formation tribunal.

A decision as to whether to publish 
the minutes will now have to be made 
by ministers: the alternatives are to 

appeal to the high court, or to issue a 
ministerial veto banning publication. 
The Freedom of Information act that 
came into force in 2005 allowed the 
government to veto the publication of 
such information, but this clause has 
not been used thus far.

Thomas commented: �I welcome the 
careful consideration that the informa-
tion tribunal has given to this impor-
tant issue. I am pleased that the tribu-
nal has upheld my decision that the 
public interest in disclosing the official 
cabinet minutes in this particular case 
outweighs the public interest in with-
holding the information. 

Disclosing the minutes will allow the 
public to more fully understand this 
particular decision. I am also pleased 
that the tribunal reached the same 

conclusion as I did in relation to the 
publication of the handwritten notes 
of the meetings.�

The mood amongst the opposition is 
that the government need to acquiesce 
to this particular demand with some 
welcoming the tribunal�s ruling com-
menting that it could be �critical� to 
how the decision to go to war is per-
ceived by future generations. 

Suggestions that over-looking the 
30-year time limit risked damaging 
the effective running of government 
have been denied, arguing that the 
Iraq war is a case characterised by its 
uniqueness and therefore should be 
treated in an according manner. Lib-
eral Democrat foreign affairs spokes-
man Ed Davey welcomed the tribunal�s 
ruling, saying that �many people were 

still angry about the Iraq war.� adding 
that �the people who took these deci-
sions, which were incredibly contro-
versial, should be held to account,� He 
expressed his disappointment with the 
Labour government pointing out that 
in his opinion �the Labour government 
has put up a wall of secrecy, in the years 
since 2003, and prevented the full facts 
from coming out.�

On behalf of the Conservatives, Wil-
liam Hague mirrored the Liberal Dem-
ocrats calling for a full inquiry into the 
war stating that it would be one of the 
first actions of a conservative govern-
ment should they gain power. How-
ever, he did make it clear that this was 
a special case surrounded by excep-
tional circumstances; �I don�t think in 
general that cabinet minutes should be 

released a few years after the decisions 
are made. Ministers need to be able to 
speak to each other frankly and if this 
happens regularly, cabinet minutes 
will become much less revealing over 
time.� A more useful approach, Hague 
believes, is to have an inquiry with the 
power to peruse the secret documents, 
in an attempt to learn from the mis-
takes made. 

The government will be subjected to 
the close scrutiny of the media and the 
public and will have to make a rapid 
decision as to whether to comply with 
the tribunal�s demands, keenly aware 
of the consequences no matter which 
option they eventually decide on. It is 
certain that a tense atmosphere will 
be pervading the halls of 10 Downing 
Street in the coming weeks.

Protesters in Trafalgar Square London against the war in Iraq, a microcosm of the mood rippling through the country.

An American soldier standing guard in Iraq, a situation that is reproduced all over the country regardless of public unease over the situation.
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H ello all and a particu-
lar welcome to those at 
the Silwood Park cam-
pus, who I hear are avid 
readers of felix. I had a 

chance meeting with one student there 
while I was back home in the West 
Country.

Earlier in the week I went to an 
event held by the CU which gave or-
dinary, rational people the chance to 
grill a Christian. Admittedly this year 
it was a HUGE improvement over last 
year, the panel for which was made 
up from immature, self-righteous and 
frankly slightly crazy Christians. It set 
me thinking. Why can people get away 
with anything when they claim motiva-
tion due to religion?

News flash for you: your views are 
not special. Religious beliefs are no 
more valid than other beliefs for which 
evidence is limited or beliefs which are 
completely subjective.

The religious always seem to get 
away with � sometimes literally � mur-
der in the name of their God and peo-
ple stand off and say nothing. Unless 
it�s the Jews, you anti-Semitic jerks. Be 
warned, I will claw you.

It seems both religious and racial 
comments have fallen under the iron 
grip of political correctness.

It is supposedly �acceptable� for a 
cashier in a supermarket to refuse to sell 
alcohol to customers due to their own 
religious beliefs. Sainsbury�s is there to 
buy booze from and if you can�t sell it 
then GET ANOTHER JOB. If anyone 
else refuses to do a part of their job for 
no good reason they would be fired.

But oh no, not if it�s a religious 
reason.

You know these new atheism adverts 
on buses? One bus driver in London 
refused to drive a bus with such an ad-
vert due to his belief in God. Instead 
of allowing everyone to have their 
own views and accepting these, this 
one person caused one hell of a hassle 
for the bus company which was kind 
enough to give him the day off then re-
timetable him to ensure he only drove 
�God-friendly� busses.

Normally I would not mind any in-
conveniencing of private companies as 
public transport should really be re-
nationalised. It just makes sense.

However, at least have a good reason 
to do so, not because of some insane 
delusion and the inability to accept 
anything contrary to it and holding 
your own religious conviction above 
everything else. There are more im-
portant things in life. Again, this bus 
driver would have been fired if religion 
had not been mentioned. George Bush 
killed many innocent Afghanis and 
Iraqis because God told him to bomb 
the hell out of those nations. Well that 
is ok then. Go ahead. Kill as many of 
those dirty Arabs as you like.

Religion has left conflict and death in 
its wake around the world. A force for 
good? Seriously, get a grip on reality, 
and do it soon.

If there is one thing I cannot stand, 
it is the mixture between state and re-
ligion. As I pointed out strongly last 
week, America have it bad. Strangely 
despite having an official state reli-
gion here in the UK, you do not get the 
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same feeling of theocracy as in the US, 
except in the House of Lords. But then 
anyone with enough cash can find an 
opening there these days.

A recent news story involved the 
Georgian Orthodox church. A TV 
show entitled �Top Ten Best Geor-
gians� included in its shortlist 18 saints, 
13 of which have so far made it into the 
top 50. Upon reading that far I had 
assumed it was anti-religious people 
getting annoyed with how many saints 
were in the shortlist to begin with. On 
the contrary, the head of the church, 
Patriarch Ilia II, has called for the pro-
gramme to be banned as it is �unjus-
tified to make the public put them in 
rank order�.

This is a joke in itself. Saints were 
just people who the church puts a title 
on, they were still JUST PEOPLE.

The story gets worse still. Many 
Georgians consider the church above 
the law. Out of the two institutions, 
the church and the state, which do the 
citizens have a degree of control over? 
Which has a fixed agenda? Which can 
adapt when necessary? Which should 
have greater authority? If you did not 
answer �The State� to all of the above 
questions, I do not think I would let 
you look after my kids. Crazy people.

A member of the House of Lords, 
Lord Ahmed, voiced concern over 
the broadcast of the film Fitna, which 
equates Muslims with terrorists. In-
stead of allowing a free debate to un-
fold, he threatened the organiser. The 
concerns of one man have overridden 
our right to free speech. No one is mak-
ing a fuss about this as Lord Ahmed is 
Muslim.

Ahmed�s fury over this �extremist� 
event is ironic as he caused controver-
sy in 2005 over hosting a book launch 
by anti-Semitic author Israel Shamir.

I am not saying that Fitna is correct, 
or even that Islam is a violent religion. 
My problem with this is hypocrisy and 
the way this man and others like him 
are immune due to their delusional 
beliefs.

No other belief would be granted 
this much power. Certainly no other 
delusion would. The power granted by 
this belief is obviously not only used 
for bad but often, and I do mean of-
ten, it is. Think of the people who are 
dead due to religious conflict. The fact 
that people are so self-righteous due 
to their religious belief leads to these 
atrocities. Think of the corruption of 
the early church. Think of how religion 
has divided us and held us back from 
progress. Judaism and its runt off-
spring Christianity and Islam all advo-
cate violence in some way. This should 
not be respected.

I have no problem with the religious, 
only with the religions, the institutions, 
the hierarchy, the theology. Who am I 
to tell people what to think? But then 
who is that priest to tell you?

Politics in many countries is guided 
by religion: the Middle East, US, Geor-
gia etc. Even we have our laws and 
morals founded in Christianity.

Equally, political views should be on 
the same level as those of the religious. 
Your fascist conservatism is no more 
correct than my caring socialism.

But I am right.

Religion, get 
out of my face

Car makers’ warning

Tens of thousands of car workers could 
lose their jobs as the motor indus-
try collapses unless the government 
gives more financial help to the failing 
companies.

Union leaders warned that help is 
desperately needed, more than the £2.3 
billion loan guarantee package already 
promised.

Tony Woodley, joint leader of Unite, 
said immediate financial support was 
needed to keep workers in jobs. The 
money already pledged was a welcome 
start.

Business Secretary Lord Mandelson 
hosted a summit in central London.

The problem facing the industry is 
falling car sales amid a worsening eco-
nomic climate, leading unions to warn 
of an employment �catastrophe� if the 
measures do not have an impact soon.

Several plants are on extended shut-
downs, with companies including 
Honda, Nissan and Jaguar Land Rover 
among those badly affected.

GKN, an engineering group which 
supplies parts to car makers includ-
ing Land Rover and Ford, announced 
on Wednesday that it had cut over 200 
jobs in the UK since October and may 
have to lay more people off in the com-
ing months as the recession deepens. 

Aston Martin became the latest 
manufacturer to cut production, with 
workers at its factory in Gaydon, War-
wickshire, starting a three-day week.

The government announced on 
Tuesday an offer to car manufacturers 
of loans of up to £1.3bn from the Euro-
pean Investment Bank and guarantees 
of support of up to a further £1bn for 
lending.

Mr. Woodley said as he left the meet-
ing, at the Department for Business, 
Enterprise and Regulatory Reform, 
that tens of thousands of jobs were 
now at risk because of the �collapse� in 
car sales.

Lord Mandelson was asked to offer 
immediate financial support but Mr. 

Woodley said more should be done 
to help access credit to encourage car 
sales.

Mr Woodley said: �These are the big 
issues now. The government has lis-
tened intently to what we said.�

�We have made it clear that yester-
day�s announcement was a good start 
but it will not in itself be quick enough 
to offset potentially tens of thousands 
of job losses. We need an immediate 
cash injection� he continued.

�The message is �well done � but 
there is much more to do�.�

Business Minister Pat McFadden 
said: �We understand the importance 
of the car industry and we want to do 
everything we can to help.�

�We also have to remember the im-
portance of the supply companies 

which have factories around the coun-
try� she added.

Tom Purves, chief executive of BMW, 
described the meeting as �very con-
structive�, adding: �We are all working 
in the same direction.�

�We have seen an unprecedented 
drop in demand and the government 
understands that.�

Asked about the government pack-
age, he replied: �No-one can say 
whether it�s enough or not enough. The 
conversations we had about taking ele-
ments of the package on over the next 
two weeks has been very beneficial.

�I agree we need to take action quick-
ly - the government understands that� 
he asserted.

Many car workers across the country 
are hoping he is correct.

More money is desperately needed to save jobs in the UK

Car sales have dropped in the US as in the UK, with unsold cars stacking up and the industry floundering
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Release of Iraq war minutes possible
Katya-yani Vyas

Politics Editor

An information tribunal has ordered 
the release of cabinet minutes from 
2003, disclosing secret government 
discussions in the build up to the 
Iraq war. This is following a long and 
grueling campaign arguing that that 
the public�s right to know what was 
said is more important than the bu-
reaucratic rules stating that the discus-
sions should be kept secret. According 
to current law, such information need 
not be released until 30 years after the 
incident in question has occurred.

The decision that details of the ses-
sions on 13 and 17 March should be 
disclosed was upheld by the tribunal 
but the request has been strongly op-
posed by ministers, who are arguing 
that the Freedom of Information Act is 
not intended to allow for the publica-
tion of this kind of information. 

Whether the invasion was allowed 
under international law is a highly 
controversial issue and one that was 
debated within these meetings. The 
attorney general at the time, Lord 
Goldsmith, issued legal advice saying 
that according to international law the 
situation was allowed, having previ-
ously warned of the questionable le-
gitimacy of the war.

The government now has 28 days 
to appeal, meaning that it is not yet 
guaranteed that the minutes will be 
released. In addition, the tribunal de-
clared that this would not set a prec-
edent for the publication of all cabinet 
minutes and that these were excep-
tional circumstances encompassing 
legal pitfalls and public unrest over 
the issue. Previously, Richard Thomas, 
the information commissioner, had 
ordered the government publish the 
minutes provoking an appeal to the in-
formation tribunal.

A decision as to whether to publish 
the minutes will now have to be made 
by ministers: the alternatives are to 

appeal to the high court, or to issue a 
ministerial veto banning publication. 
The Freedom of Information act that 
came into force in 2005 allowed the 
government to veto the publication of 
such information, but this clause has 
not been used thus far.

Thomas commented: �I welcome the 
careful consideration that the informa-
tion tribunal has given to this impor-
tant issue. I am pleased that the tribu-
nal has upheld my decision that the 
public interest in disclosing the official 
cabinet minutes in this particular case 
outweighs the public interest in with-
holding the information. 

Disclosing the minutes will allow the 
public to more fully understand this 
particular decision. I am also pleased 
that the tribunal reached the same 

conclusion as I did in relation to the 
publication of the handwritten notes 
of the meetings.�

The mood amongst the opposition is 
that the government need to acquiesce 
to this particular demand with some 
welcoming the tribunal�s ruling com-
menting that it could be �critical� to 
how the decision to go to war is per-
ceived by future generations. 

Suggestions that over-looking the 
30-year time limit risked damaging 
the effective running of government 
have been denied, arguing that the 
Iraq war is a case characterised by its 
uniqueness and therefore should be 
treated in an according manner. Lib-
eral Democrat foreign affairs spokes-
man Ed Davey welcomed the tribunal�s 
ruling, saying that �many people were 

still angry about the Iraq war.� adding 
that �the people who took these deci-
sions, which were incredibly contro-
versial, should be held to account,� He 
expressed his disappointment with the 
Labour government pointing out that 
in his opinion �the Labour government 
has put up a wall of secrecy, in the years 
since 2003, and prevented the full facts 
from coming out.�

On behalf of the Conservatives, Wil-
liam Hague mirrored the Liberal Dem-
ocrats calling for a full inquiry into the 
war stating that it would be one of the 
first actions of a conservative govern-
ment should they gain power. How-
ever, he did make it clear that this was 
a special case surrounded by excep-
tional circumstances; �I don�t think in 
general that cabinet minutes should be 

released a few years after the decisions 
are made. Ministers need to be able to 
speak to each other frankly and if this 
happens regularly, cabinet minutes 
will become much less revealing over 
time.� A more useful approach, Hague 
believes, is to have an inquiry with the 
power to peruse the secret documents, 
in an attempt to learn from the mis-
takes made. 

The government will be subjected to 
the close scrutiny of the media and the 
public and will have to make a rapid 
decision as to whether to comply with 
the tribunal�s demands, keenly aware 
of the consequences no matter which 
option they eventually decide on. It is 
certain that a tense atmosphere will 
be pervading the halls of 10 Downing 
Street in the coming weeks.

Protesters in Trafalgar Square London against the war in Iraq, a microcosm of the mood rippling through the country.

An American soldier standing guard in Iraq, a situation that is reproduced all over the country regardless of public unease over the situation.
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A feedback system in the ear protects 
us from damage to hearing caused by 
loud noise, new research has shown. 
The discovery raises the possibility 
that drugs targeting this system one 
day could  be used to protect musi-
cians and others from permanent 
hearing loss. The ear transmits sound 
waves into the cochlea, a spiral-shaped 
organ filled with fluid. The cochlea 
contains two types of hair cells. While 
the inner hair cells respond to vibra-
tions in the fluid, converting them into 
neural signals, outer hair cells amplify 
the vibrations. 

Scientists have known for some time 
that stimulation of the outer hair cells 
by feedback pathways emanating from 
the brain dampens the amplification. 
However, the function that this serves 
has remained uncertain. Scientists at 
Johns Hopkins University in the US 
investigated the role of the system by 
creating genetically-modified mice. 

Dr Paul Fuchs and his team intro-
duced a �gain-of-function� mutation 
in a gene that encodes a receptor 
protein called nAChR. The alteration 

Mars and Mercury: 
planetary leftovers?

Clubbers could pop 
pill to save hearing

Researchers who studied the ability of 
bees to recognize faces say the discov-
ered mechanism of �averaging� might 
lead to improved artificial intelligence 
systems.

The study, published in PLoS One, 
showed that honeybees can recognise 
human faces even when they had seen 
them before from other angles. They 
do that by averaging the previously 
learnt views, according to lead author 
Adrian Dyer of Monash University in 
Australia.

�The relationships between differ-
ent components of the object often 
dramatically change when viewed 
from different angles,� Dyer said. �It is 
amazing to find the bees� brains have 
evolved clever mechanisms for prob-
lem solving which may help develop 
improved models for AI face recogni-
tion systems.�

�Most current AI recognition sys-
tems perform poorly at reliably recog-
nising faces from different viewpoints,� 
he added.

The brain of the bee with its 1 mil-
lion neurons is only 0.01 per cent of 
the human brain but previous studies 
by Dr Dyer and his colleagues sug-
gest that bees accomplish relatively 
sophisticated visual tasks. �The bee 

Weak electrical stimulation to the 
brain allows people to learn complex 
movements faster and remember them 
for longer, a team of scientists from the 
US National Institutes of Health have 
revealed today. 

Writing in Proceedings of the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences, they hope 
that their technique will dramatically 
improve recuperation from traumatic 
brain injuries that can cause sufferers 
to lose basic motor skills.

The researchers, led by Dr Leonar-
do Cohen of the National Institute of 
Neurological Disorders and Strokes, 
have found that by stimulating a region 
of the brain known as the primary mo-
tor cortex, the region that controls our 
movements, whilst someone practises 
a new skill can significantly decrease 
the amount of time it takes them to 
learn and remember it.

Motor skills, like walking and talking, 
often require years to learn so that we 
do not have to think about them. But 
people who have suffered brain trau-
ma can lose these skills, and it is only 
through lengthy and often humiliating 
training that they can be relearned. 

Dr Cohen hopes that his painless and 
noninvasive technique, called tDCS, 
which uses weak current to excite 
cells near the surface of the brain, will 

Increasing demand for electric vehicles 
and portable electronic devices is driv-
ing a parallel need for environmentally 
friendly batteries. But combining im-
proved performance with safe, eco-ef-
ficient operations is a tall order. Michel 
Armand of the Universite de Picardie 
Jules Verne, France, and his team, 
showed that a sustainably sourced or-
ganic version of the ubiquitous lithi-
um-ion battery could provide the an-
swer (Nature Materials, DOI:10.1038/
NMAT2372).

Armand�s battery, built around a nov-
el lithium-hydrocarbon anode, delivers 
up to three times the typical minimum 
energy capacity needed for practical 
applications; but is environmentally-
friendly too. The organic acids used to 
make the electrode are readily synthe-
sised on a sustainable basis from abun-
dant recycled plastics. They also ap-
pear as a metabolic by-product when 
bio-organisms act on common hydro-
carbons like benzene.

The team say their device generates 
less heat and is more thermally stable, 
compared with conventional Li-ion 
batteries with titanium or pure carbon 
electrodes. That makes it an attractive 
option for hybrid vehicles, where the 
presence of petroleum fuels alongside 
electricity makes battery meltdown 
unthinkable. 

We glimpsed the consequences of 
thermal instability in 2006, when a 
manufacturing defect in Sony laptop 
batteries caused some devices to burst 
into flames.

Lithium-ion batteries must show no 
memory effect, so they retain their ca-

Electric shocks to the brain 
lead to faster learning

Scientists predict foetal death rates 
could be reduced if domestic violence 
is nipped in the bud. A team of sci-
entists from the USA and Cameroon 
have found further evidence of a link 
between domestic abuse and adverse 
pregnancy outcomes. Victims of abuse 
were found to be 50 per cent more 
likely to suffer foetal loss. These wom-
en were also at higher risk of repeated 
incidents of foetal death, particularly 
when subject to emotional abuse.

Using a statistical approach, the team 
estimated foetal death rates could be 
reduced by around a third with swift 
and effective intervention. This effect 
is predicted to be strongest in victims 
of sexual abuse, where almost half of 
foetal loss is preventable. 

The study, published this week in 
The Lancet, analysed data from the 
Cameroon Demographic Health Sur-
vey, 2004. Women of varying ages and 
educational backgrounds from across 

the country were interviewed under 
strictly private and anonymous condi-
tions. Victims of abuse were asked to 
identify the actions of their spouses as 
emotional, sexual or physical violence.

From the 2,562 women surveyed, 
over half were victims of abuse. Physi-
cal violence was identified as the most 
common form, affecting 39 per cent 
of the women. Such abuse was more 
likely to be inflicted upon older and 
better educated women and accounts 
were more prevalent among wealthier 
groups.

Emotional violence, such as public 
humiliation and verbal threatening, 
was found to have the strongest nega-
tive impact on foetal survival. Worry-
ingly, such practice is often regarded as 
an integral part of traditional culture in 
some African communities. 

The scientists warn of �the erroneous 
idea�[of] underestimat[ing] the invis-
ible scars of emotional and psychologi-
cal abuse on human beings, women in 
particular�. 

was designed to cause the receptor to 
respond more strongly to the release 
of transmitter molecules from the 
feedback pathway. The researchers 
then tested how the mice were affected 
by exposure to 100 decibel sounds � a 
normal level for a rock concert. Mice 
that carried the mutation had less sen-
sitive hearing but were also less likely 
to suffer from hearing loss caused by 
the loud sound. This result led the 

A new theory suggests that Mars and 
Mercury could have formed out of the 
�byproducts� of Earth and Venus, ac-
cording to Brad Hansen, an astrono-
mer at the University of California, Los 
Angeles, who presented his research 
earlier this month at the annual meet-
ing of the American Astronomical 
Society.

Current scientific consensus says 
that the Earth and other planets were 
formed around 4.5 billion years ago, 
from a gigantic disk of gas and dust 
that surrounded the Sun. The force of 
gravity caused the minuscule particles 
of dust to come together, eventually 
forming pebble-sized objects that in 
turn grew larger and larger in order to 
create the planets.

The theory is not without its prob-
lems, however. Scientists normally as-
sume the initial dust disk was the same 
thickness throughout, but crunching 
the numbers in a computer simulation 
shows that this would result in plan-
ets of similar size with circular orbits. 
In fact Mars and Mercury are much 
smaller than Venus and Earth, and or-
bit the Sun in an ellipse. This discrep-
ancy is normally explained away by the 
presence of Jupiter, the largest planet 
in the solar system, which exerts a 
heavy gravitational force. Hansen be-
lieves he has a different answer.

In his model, the dust disk is not 
uniform; rather it is clumped at dif-
ferent distances from the Sun. He sug-
gests that Earth and Venus formed in 
a particularly large clump, known as 

researchers to conclude that the feed-
back system normally functions to 
protect our ears from noise-induced 
damage. 

�We think this pathway could be a 
therapeutic target for protecting from 
sound damage,� says Fuchs. �There is 
a real chance of finding ear-specific 
drugs in the future.� Until then, he sug-
gests that clubbers and concert-goers 
would be prudent to wear earplugs. 

brain is actually very good at learn-
ing to master complex tasks,� he said. 
�That may point to efficient processing 
algorithms.�

�Computer and imaging technol-
ogy programmers who are working 
on solving complex visual recognition 
tasks using minimal hardware resourc-
es will find this research useful,� Dr 
Dyer said.

The researchers used sugar rewards 
to train bees to focus on one certain 
face from either one perspective or 
from two different angles (0° and 60° or 
0° and 30°), then presented them to a 
novel angle (30° and 60° respectively). 
Only the group of bees, whose novel 
angle (30°) was between the original 
angles (0° and 60°), were able recognise 
the face, indicating that they averaged 
the previously learnt views.

Bees model for AI 
vision?

an �annulus�, capturing much of the 
proto-planet debris as they immerged 
from the dust. 

Not all of the material is captured 
and some particles can be ejected into 
a different orbit. It is these ejected par-

ticles that would go on to form Mars 
and Mercury � Hansen estimates that 
only 10% of the initial material would 
make up these two planets, with the 
majority gobbled up by Earth and 
Venus.

Climate models 
fail to predict 
earlier seasons
Researchers at Harvard University and 
the University of California have dis-
covered that over 60 different climate 
models used by the IPCC have failed to 
predict hotter and earlier seasons be-
tween 1850 and 2007.

Analysing global temperature meas-
urements compiled by colleagues 
at the Climate Research Unit at the 
University of East Anglia, the scien-
tists discovered that winter tempera-
tures have increased more rapidly 
than summer temperatures. Winter 
temperatures have risen by about 1.8 
degrees Celsius � almost double the 
summer rise.

�It indicates the models are missing 
some important process� said Profes-
sor Peter Huybers, assistant professor 
of earth and planetary sciences at Har-
vard. �There could still be surprises�

Huybers and his colleagues also dis-
covered that the seasons are on aver-
age coming 1.7 days earlier over land 
than 50 years ago.

Biologists, who have noticed sooner 
bird migration and the earlier arrival 
of spring buds, have also observed 
changes in the seasons. Snow has 
been melting and sea-ice breaking up 
earlier and these observations have all 
been explained by how fast the Earth 
is warming up. 

However, scientists now know that 
this is all as a result of earlier seasons 

as well as individual months warming 
at different rates.

The researchers, who published 
their work in the journal Nature, have 
examined possible mechanisms for 
the moving seasons. However, cur-
rently they have managed to only ex-
plain part of the mechanism thought 
to be responsible. They believe that a 
pattern of atmospheric circulation in 
the Northern Hemisphere known as 
the Northern Annular Mode may be 
part of the cause.

shorten this process considerably.
Cohen�s team made their finding 

when they asked 24 volunteers to learn 
to play a targeting computer game over 
five days. The 12 who received tDCS 
did not learn the game any faster whilst 
playing it but between practise sessions 
they retained the skills better than 
those only given �sham� stimulations. 

By the end of the process, the speed 
and accuracy of the tDCS group was 
significantly higher, and the difference 
in performance was still as apparent 
three months later. Although the tech-
nique has yet to be tried during recu-
peration, Dr Cohen is confident that 
the results will be positive.

Prenatal screening 
of domestic 
abuse victims in 
Cameroon

pacity when recharged from a partly 
charged condition. Performance of the 
organic battery dropped off only slow-
ly during repeated recharge cycles, in-
dicating a desirable reversibility of the 
chemistry. �Before and after charge� 
X-ray diffraction measurements con-
firmed the structural stability of the 

electrode. 
The team also say their device is 

lighter, the novel chemistry allowing 
replacement of heavier copper compo-
nents with aluminium ones elsewhere 
in the battery. That makes all the dif-
ference in an electric vehicle, where 
every gram counts.

Increasing demand for electric vehicles is driving a need for eco-
friendly batteries

Researchers at NYU have found that 
although people are keen for addi-
tional genetic testing for life-altering 
and threatening medical conditions 
such as mental retardation, blindness, 
cancer and dwarfism, they are less in-
terested in prenatal genetic testing for 
positive traits including tall stature, 
superior athletic ability and superior 
intelligence.

�Our research has discovered that al-
though the media portrays a desire for 
�designer babies�, this does not appear 
to be true among consumers of genetic 
testing services,� says Feighanne Hath-
away, a genetic counsellor at the NYU 
Cancer Institute.

In the study, published online by the 
Journal of Genetic Counselling, 999 

participants completed a survey to 
assess their attitude towards repro-
ductive genetic testing. The results 
showed that 75% of the respondents 
would elect for the screening of men-
tal retardation, 56% would screen for 
blindness and 51% would screen for 
cancer. In contrast, only a minority of 
respondents would want genetic test-
ing for enhancements such as athletic 
ability (10%) or superior intelligence 
(12.6%).

The researchers recognise that con-
sumers may have followed their own 
personal values or belief systems when 
assessing choice for genetic tests. They 
are also aware of the ethical concerns 
regarding prenatal testing for life alter-
ing conditions. The authors concluded 
that, �it seems unlikely that the �Age of 
Designer Babies� is near at-hand.�

Parents want genetic testing, 
but not designer babies

Is Mars made up of Earth and Venus’ leftover materials?

Sam Wong

Arko Olesk

David Kinahan

Jessica Hamzelou

Jacob Aron

Chloe Sharrocks

Louisa Garnier

Dr Tim Jones

New organic batteries to be 
developed

Artistic impression of what the shocks will do to the brain

The loud noise created by this band will be a thing of the past

The results of a climate model The original article on Designer Babies
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A feedback system in the ear protects 
us from damage to hearing caused by 
loud noise, new research has shown. 
The discovery raises the possibility 
that drugs targeting this system one 
day could  be used to protect musi-
cians and others from permanent 
hearing loss. The ear transmits sound 
waves into the cochlea, a spiral-shaped 
organ filled with fluid. The cochlea 
contains two types of hair cells. While 
the inner hair cells respond to vibra-
tions in the fluid, converting them into 
neural signals, outer hair cells amplify 
the vibrations. 

Scientists have known for some time 
that stimulation of the outer hair cells 
by feedback pathways emanating from 
the brain dampens the amplification. 
However, the function that this serves 
has remained uncertain. Scientists at 
Johns Hopkins University in the US 
investigated the role of the system by 
creating genetically-modified mice. 

Dr Paul Fuchs and his team intro-
duced a �gain-of-function� mutation 
in a gene that encodes a receptor 
protein called nAChR. The alteration 

Mars and Mercury: 
planetary leftovers?

Clubbers could pop 
pill to save hearing

Researchers who studied the ability of 
bees to recognize faces say the discov-
ered mechanism of �averaging� might 
lead to improved artificial intelligence 
systems.

The study, published in PLoS One, 
showed that honeybees can recognise 
human faces even when they had seen 
them before from other angles. They 
do that by averaging the previously 
learnt views, according to lead author 
Adrian Dyer of Monash University in 
Australia.

�The relationships between differ-
ent components of the object often 
dramatically change when viewed 
from different angles,� Dyer said. �It is 
amazing to find the bees� brains have 
evolved clever mechanisms for prob-
lem solving which may help develop 
improved models for AI face recogni-
tion systems.�

�Most current AI recognition sys-
tems perform poorly at reliably recog-
nising faces from different viewpoints,� 
he added.

The brain of the bee with its 1 mil-
lion neurons is only 0.01 per cent of 
the human brain but previous studies 
by Dr Dyer and his colleagues sug-
gest that bees accomplish relatively 
sophisticated visual tasks. �The bee 

Weak electrical stimulation to the 
brain allows people to learn complex 
movements faster and remember them 
for longer, a team of scientists from the 
US National Institutes of Health have 
revealed today. 

Writing in Proceedings of the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences, they hope 
that their technique will dramatically 
improve recuperation from traumatic 
brain injuries that can cause sufferers 
to lose basic motor skills.

The researchers, led by Dr Leonar-
do Cohen of the National Institute of 
Neurological Disorders and Strokes, 
have found that by stimulating a region 
of the brain known as the primary mo-
tor cortex, the region that controls our 
movements, whilst someone practises 
a new skill can significantly decrease 
the amount of time it takes them to 
learn and remember it.

Motor skills, like walking and talking, 
often require years to learn so that we 
do not have to think about them. But 
people who have suffered brain trau-
ma can lose these skills, and it is only 
through lengthy and often humiliating 
training that they can be relearned. 

Dr Cohen hopes that his painless and 
noninvasive technique, called tDCS, 
which uses weak current to excite 
cells near the surface of the brain, will 

Increasing demand for electric vehicles 
and portable electronic devices is driv-
ing a parallel need for environmentally 
friendly batteries. But combining im-
proved performance with safe, eco-ef-
ficient operations is a tall order. Michel 
Armand of the Universite de Picardie 
Jules Verne, France, and his team, 
showed that a sustainably sourced or-
ganic version of the ubiquitous lithi-
um-ion battery could provide the an-
swer (Nature Materials, DOI:10.1038/
NMAT2372).

Armand�s battery, built around a nov-
el lithium-hydrocarbon anode, delivers 
up to three times the typical minimum 
energy capacity needed for practical 
applications; but is environmentally-
friendly too. The organic acids used to 
make the electrode are readily synthe-
sised on a sustainable basis from abun-
dant recycled plastics. They also ap-
pear as a metabolic by-product when 
bio-organisms act on common hydro-
carbons like benzene.

The team say their device generates 
less heat and is more thermally stable, 
compared with conventional Li-ion 
batteries with titanium or pure carbon 
electrodes. That makes it an attractive 
option for hybrid vehicles, where the 
presence of petroleum fuels alongside 
electricity makes battery meltdown 
unthinkable. 

We glimpsed the consequences of 
thermal instability in 2006, when a 
manufacturing defect in Sony laptop 
batteries caused some devices to burst 
into flames.

Lithium-ion batteries must show no 
memory effect, so they retain their ca-

Electric shocks to the brain 
lead to faster learning

Scientists predict foetal death rates 
could be reduced if domestic violence 
is nipped in the bud. A team of sci-
entists from the USA and Cameroon 
have found further evidence of a link 
between domestic abuse and adverse 
pregnancy outcomes. Victims of abuse 
were found to be 50 per cent more 
likely to suffer foetal loss. These wom-
en were also at higher risk of repeated 
incidents of foetal death, particularly 
when subject to emotional abuse.

Using a statistical approach, the team 
estimated foetal death rates could be 
reduced by around a third with swift 
and effective intervention. This effect 
is predicted to be strongest in victims 
of sexual abuse, where almost half of 
foetal loss is preventable. 

The study, published this week in 
The Lancet, analysed data from the 
Cameroon Demographic Health Sur-
vey, 2004. Women of varying ages and 
educational backgrounds from across 

the country were interviewed under 
strictly private and anonymous condi-
tions. Victims of abuse were asked to 
identify the actions of their spouses as 
emotional, sexual or physical violence.

From the 2,562 women surveyed, 
over half were victims of abuse. Physi-
cal violence was identified as the most 
common form, affecting 39 per cent 
of the women. Such abuse was more 
likely to be inflicted upon older and 
better educated women and accounts 
were more prevalent among wealthier 
groups.

Emotional violence, such as public 
humiliation and verbal threatening, 
was found to have the strongest nega-
tive impact on foetal survival. Worry-
ingly, such practice is often regarded as 
an integral part of traditional culture in 
some African communities. 

The scientists warn of �the erroneous 
idea�[of] underestimat[ing] the invis-
ible scars of emotional and psychologi-
cal abuse on human beings, women in 
particular�. 

was designed to cause the receptor to 
respond more strongly to the release 
of transmitter molecules from the 
feedback pathway. The researchers 
then tested how the mice were affected 
by exposure to 100 decibel sounds � a 
normal level for a rock concert. Mice 
that carried the mutation had less sen-
sitive hearing but were also less likely 
to suffer from hearing loss caused by 
the loud sound. This result led the 

A new theory suggests that Mars and 
Mercury could have formed out of the 
�byproducts� of Earth and Venus, ac-
cording to Brad Hansen, an astrono-
mer at the University of California, Los 
Angeles, who presented his research 
earlier this month at the annual meet-
ing of the American Astronomical 
Society.

Current scientific consensus says 
that the Earth and other planets were 
formed around 4.5 billion years ago, 
from a gigantic disk of gas and dust 
that surrounded the Sun. The force of 
gravity caused the minuscule particles 
of dust to come together, eventually 
forming pebble-sized objects that in 
turn grew larger and larger in order to 
create the planets.

The theory is not without its prob-
lems, however. Scientists normally as-
sume the initial dust disk was the same 
thickness throughout, but crunching 
the numbers in a computer simulation 
shows that this would result in plan-
ets of similar size with circular orbits. 
In fact Mars and Mercury are much 
smaller than Venus and Earth, and or-
bit the Sun in an ellipse. This discrep-
ancy is normally explained away by the 
presence of Jupiter, the largest planet 
in the solar system, which exerts a 
heavy gravitational force. Hansen be-
lieves he has a different answer.

In his model, the dust disk is not 
uniform; rather it is clumped at dif-
ferent distances from the Sun. He sug-
gests that Earth and Venus formed in 
a particularly large clump, known as 

researchers to conclude that the feed-
back system normally functions to 
protect our ears from noise-induced 
damage. 

�We think this pathway could be a 
therapeutic target for protecting from 
sound damage,� says Fuchs. �There is 
a real chance of finding ear-specific 
drugs in the future.� Until then, he sug-
gests that clubbers and concert-goers 
would be prudent to wear earplugs. 

brain is actually very good at learn-
ing to master complex tasks,� he said. 
�That may point to efficient processing 
algorithms.�

�Computer and imaging technol-
ogy programmers who are working 
on solving complex visual recognition 
tasks using minimal hardware resourc-
es will find this research useful,� Dr 
Dyer said.

The researchers used sugar rewards 
to train bees to focus on one certain 
face from either one perspective or 
from two different angles (0° and 60° or 
0° and 30°), then presented them to a 
novel angle (30° and 60° respectively). 
Only the group of bees, whose novel 
angle (30°) was between the original 
angles (0° and 60°), were able recognise 
the face, indicating that they averaged 
the previously learnt views.

Bees model for AI 
vision?

an �annulus�, capturing much of the 
proto-planet debris as they immerged 
from the dust. 

Not all of the material is captured 
and some particles can be ejected into 
a different orbit. It is these ejected par-

ticles that would go on to form Mars 
and Mercury � Hansen estimates that 
only 10% of the initial material would 
make up these two planets, with the 
majority gobbled up by Earth and 
Venus.

Climate models 
fail to predict 
earlier seasons
Researchers at Harvard University and 
the University of California have dis-
covered that over 60 different climate 
models used by the IPCC have failed to 
predict hotter and earlier seasons be-
tween 1850 and 2007.

Analysing global temperature meas-
urements compiled by colleagues 
at the Climate Research Unit at the 
University of East Anglia, the scien-
tists discovered that winter tempera-
tures have increased more rapidly 
than summer temperatures. Winter 
temperatures have risen by about 1.8 
degrees Celsius � almost double the 
summer rise.

�It indicates the models are missing 
some important process� said Profes-
sor Peter Huybers, assistant professor 
of earth and planetary sciences at Har-
vard. �There could still be surprises�

Huybers and his colleagues also dis-
covered that the seasons are on aver-
age coming 1.7 days earlier over land 
than 50 years ago.

Biologists, who have noticed sooner 
bird migration and the earlier arrival 
of spring buds, have also observed 
changes in the seasons. Snow has 
been melting and sea-ice breaking up 
earlier and these observations have all 
been explained by how fast the Earth 
is warming up. 

However, scientists now know that 
this is all as a result of earlier seasons 

as well as individual months warming 
at different rates.

The researchers, who published 
their work in the journal Nature, have 
examined possible mechanisms for 
the moving seasons. However, cur-
rently they have managed to only ex-
plain part of the mechanism thought 
to be responsible. They believe that a 
pattern of atmospheric circulation in 
the Northern Hemisphere known as 
the Northern Annular Mode may be 
part of the cause.

shorten this process considerably.
Cohen�s team made their finding 

when they asked 24 volunteers to learn 
to play a targeting computer game over 
five days. The 12 who received tDCS 
did not learn the game any faster whilst 
playing it but between practise sessions 
they retained the skills better than 
those only given �sham� stimulations. 

By the end of the process, the speed 
and accuracy of the tDCS group was 
significantly higher, and the difference 
in performance was still as apparent 
three months later. Although the tech-
nique has yet to be tried during recu-
peration, Dr Cohen is confident that 
the results will be positive.

Prenatal screening 
of domestic 
abuse victims in 
Cameroon

pacity when recharged from a partly 
charged condition. Performance of the 
organic battery dropped off only slow-
ly during repeated recharge cycles, in-
dicating a desirable reversibility of the 
chemistry. �Before and after charge� 
X-ray diffraction measurements con-
firmed the structural stability of the 

electrode. 
The team also say their device is 

lighter, the novel chemistry allowing 
replacement of heavier copper compo-
nents with aluminium ones elsewhere 
in the battery. That makes all the dif-
ference in an electric vehicle, where 
every gram counts.

Increasing demand for electric vehicles is driving a need for eco-
friendly batteries

Researchers at NYU have found that 
although people are keen for addi-
tional genetic testing for life-altering 
and threatening medical conditions 
such as mental retardation, blindness, 
cancer and dwarfism, they are less in-
terested in prenatal genetic testing for 
positive traits including tall stature, 
superior athletic ability and superior 
intelligence.

�Our research has discovered that al-
though the media portrays a desire for 
�designer babies�, this does not appear 
to be true among consumers of genetic 
testing services,� says Feighanne Hath-
away, a genetic counsellor at the NYU 
Cancer Institute.

In the study, published online by the 
Journal of Genetic Counselling, 999 

participants completed a survey to 
assess their attitude towards repro-
ductive genetic testing. The results 
showed that 75% of the respondents 
would elect for the screening of men-
tal retardation, 56% would screen for 
blindness and 51% would screen for 
cancer. In contrast, only a minority of 
respondents would want genetic test-
ing for enhancements such as athletic 
ability (10%) or superior intelligence 
(12.6%).

The researchers recognise that con-
sumers may have followed their own 
personal values or belief systems when 
assessing choice for genetic tests. They 
are also aware of the ethical concerns 
regarding prenatal testing for life alter-
ing conditions. The authors concluded 
that, �it seems unlikely that the �Age of 
Designer Babies� is near at-hand.�

Parents want genetic testing, 
but not designer babies
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A recent poll suggests that communi-
cation between doctors and patients 
is improving. Published this month 
by the Healthcare Commission, the 
survey of patient satisfaction revealed 
that 83 percent of patients feel their 
doctors listen to them and 70 percent 
felt actively involved in any decisions 
to undergo treatment. These figures 
are a significant rise from the last sur-
vey in 2005.

Chief Executive of the Commis-
sion, Anna Walker, praised the �very 
positive� findings of the survey, but 
said further improvements are still 
required.

At the University of Cambridge, staff 
within the School of Clinical Medicine 
are working to educate future doctors 
in successful and active communica-
tion. Research suggests that more ef-
fective care could potentially reduce 
the current burden on the NHS caused 
by high readmission rates. 

However, Jonathan Silverman, As-
sociate Clinical Dean of the school ex-
pressed caution over the survey find-
ings and felt doctors should be more 
concerned with why the remaining 17 
percent were not fully happy with the 
service.

The survey also showed that al-
though elderly patients were most 
satisfied overall with the care they re-
ceived, this did not result from better 
communication with their doctor. Af-
ter the 16-29 age group, over-75s were 
the least impressed with the informa-

tion they were given, often finding it 
lacking in detail or hard to understand. 
This may be one of the factors respon-
sible for a rise in readmission of eld-
erly patients from 10 percent to nearly 
14 percent within the last decade. 

It is hoped that these surveys can 
highlight areas for improvement with-
in the NHS, and give a much-needed 
morale boost to doctors in the UK.

Doctors’ 
communication is 
improving

Could your diet success be affected 
by the magazine that you read? Re-
searchers from Newcastle University 
have uncovered that UK magazines 
are filled with adverts for mostly sug-
ary, salt-filled, low-fibre foods thereby 
confusing any health messages their 
articles were trying to put across. 

In the top 30 most widely read maga-
zines in the UK, over 25% of the food 
adverts were for ready meals. Almost 
the same amount were for foods �con-
taining fat or sugar,� e.g. ice-cream, 
chocolate bars, sweets and full sugar 
soft drinks.

�Obviously, it�s up to each of us to de-
cide what we eat� said Dr Jean Adams, 
of Newcastle University. �But if we�re 
constantly bombarded with images 
of unhealthy food every time we pick 
up a magazine then we�re going to be 
swayed in what we choose.� 

The study, published in this month�s 
European Journal of Public Health, 
found key differences between maga-
zines with different readerships. More 
adverts for high fat/sugary foods were 
found in magazines aimed at women, 
or with readers of a lower social class; 
both groups that suffer high levels of 
obesity. In contrast, very few of the ads, 
only 1.8%, were for fruit and vegeta-
bles and these were mainly in high-end 
magazines.

Magazines give mixed 
messages with healthy ads

Whilst this research doesn�t link ad-
verts directly with people�s decision 
making/eating habits, junk food ads are 
already banned from children�s maga-
zines in the UK because of fears over 
increasing levels of obesity.

�Health bodies and the government 
are trying to encourage all of us to eat a 
healthier diet, yet we found that many 
of the magazines, especially those tar-
geting lower-income families are full of 
adverts promoting food that is largely 
unhealthy,� says Dr Adams, 

�It�s a battle to stay on the right track 
when choosing and preparing meals 
and these adverts do little to help.�

A new study suggests that apple juice 
could delay the onset of age-related 
cognitive diseases such as Alzheimer�s 
disease. Researchers from the Univer-
sity of Massachusetts found that mice 
receiving the human equivalent of 
two glasses of apple juice per day for a 
month performed better than normal 
mice in maze trials. Not only did they 
perform better but the decline in per-
formance observed when the mice got 
older was not seen in the mice given 
apple juice.

The team found that mice given ap-
ple juice produced less of a protein 
fragment, called beta-amyloid. This 
protein fragment is known to form 
plaques in the brain, commonly found 
in Alzheimer�s patients. They believe 
the reduction in beta-amyloid could 
be the reason for the affect of the ap-
ple juice on the mice.

The lead researcher, Dr. Shea, com-
mented that the results �suggest that 
regular consumption of apple juice 
can not only help to keep one�s mind 
functioning at its best, but may also be 
able to delay key aspects of Alzheim-
er�s disease and augment therapeutic 
approaches.�

In the past, scientists have shown 
that apple juice may protect against 
other diseases related to aging includ-
ing cancer, brittle bones, and heart 
disease. A study last year also found a 
link between apple juice and reduced 
wheezing in asthmatic children. These 
findings add to the possibility that ap-
ple juice may be better for us than just 
for the vitamin C content, and could 
be used as a dietary supplement to 
enhance existing treatments for many 
conditions.

Apple juice and 
Alzheimer’s

A new study from the University of 
Oxford has concluded that �hospital 
at home� care programmes are just as 
good as treatment in hospital. Such 
schemes could potentially reduce NHS 
medical care costs, while increasing 
hospital bed availability and allowing 
patients to benefit from recovering at 
home.

The programmes provide elderly 
patients who are critically stable with 
full medical support at home, avoiding 
the need for hospital admission. Such 
schemes have proved popular with pa-
tients, their families and hospital staff 
and mortality rates now suggest that 
there is no extra risk to patients treated 
at home. Dr Sasha Shepperd of the Uni-
versity of Oxford says the study �found 
no evidence that �hospital at home� 
care leads to an increase in mortality�. 
However, home care is advantageous 
because it can be provided for the same 
or lower cost.

The study gathered data from ten tri-
als, involving over 1300 patients. Those 
involved had chronic obstructive pul-
monary disease, were recovering from 
stroke or were older patients with acute 
conditions. 

Dr Shepperd cautions that these re-
sults do not mean hospital care is haz-
ardous but that there are benefits to 
treating patients at home. She believes 
that more research must be done in or-
der to see who would benefit from home 
care: �More work needs to be done to 
determine if there are particular types 
of patient who benefit from �hospital at 
home� care. This is especially impor-

tant as the level of treatment available 
to a person at home, and the ways of 
delivering care in both the home and 
the hospital, change over time�.

Home treatment 
good alternative to 
hospital admission

Mankind is not the only source respon-
sible for greenhouse emissions and 
some forms of air pollution: the planet 
itself is releasing methane, ethane and 
propane. A new study, published today 
in the journal Science, suggests that 
this natural phenomenon plays a con-
siderable role in the dynamics of the 
atmosphere. 

In the past, geologists at the Italian 
National Institute for Geophysics and 
Volcanology (INGV) contributed to 
the United Nation�s Intergovernmen-
tal Panel on Climate Change with es-
timates on the amount of methane that 
naturally leaks in to the atmosphere 
from underground compounds: 50 
million tons per year which, in terms of 
greenhouse effects, is as much as 200 
million cars produce in one year.

While methane is a greenhouse gas, 
more harmful but less abundant than 
carbon dioxide, ethane and propane 
pose other concerns. Chemically com-
bined with light and air, ethane and 
propane generate tropospheric ozone, 
which is poisonous if inhaled. This 
should not be confused with strat-
ospheric ozone, the gas that shields 
the atmosphere from extraterrestrial 
ultra-violet radiation. 

According to the new estimates, nat-
ural emissions represent around 17% 
and 10% respectively of the amount of 
ethane and propane traceable in the 
atmosphere. 

�We used to have better data on 
man-originated releases�, explains 
INGV geologist Giuseppe Etiope, who 
authored the study together with Paolo 
Ciccioli from Italy�s National Research 
Council (CNR). �However, we cannot 
understand enough about greenhouse 
gases and global change if we ignore 
where one part of the released gases 
comes from�. 

An updated global map shows that 
seepage spots are mainly distributed on 
the Northern hemisphere, by oil com-
pounds and geothermic areas. �Experts 
always considered such sources as 
marginal and negligible. This assump-
tion is just wrong, as nobody had ever 
measured them�, concludes Etiope.

Origins 
of 
methane
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A recent poll suggests that communi-
cation between doctors and patients 
is improving. Published this month 
by the Healthcare Commission, the 
survey of patient satisfaction revealed 
that 83 percent of patients feel their 
doctors listen to them and 70 percent 
felt actively involved in any decisions 
to undergo treatment. These figures 
are a significant rise from the last sur-
vey in 2005.

Chief Executive of the Commis-
sion, Anna Walker, praised the �very 
positive� findings of the survey, but 
said further improvements are still 
required.

At the University of Cambridge, staff 
within the School of Clinical Medicine 
are working to educate future doctors 
in successful and active communica-
tion. Research suggests that more ef-
fective care could potentially reduce 
the current burden on the NHS caused 
by high readmission rates. 

However, Jonathan Silverman, As-
sociate Clinical Dean of the school ex-
pressed caution over the survey find-
ings and felt doctors should be more 
concerned with why the remaining 17 
percent were not fully happy with the 
service.

The survey also showed that al-
though elderly patients were most 
satisfied overall with the care they re-
ceived, this did not result from better 
communication with their doctor. Af-
ter the 16-29 age group, over-75s were 
the least impressed with the informa-

tion they were given, often finding it 
lacking in detail or hard to understand. 
This may be one of the factors respon-
sible for a rise in readmission of eld-
erly patients from 10 percent to nearly 
14 percent within the last decade. 

It is hoped that these surveys can 
highlight areas for improvement with-
in the NHS, and give a much-needed 
morale boost to doctors in the UK.

Doctors’ 
communication is 
improving

Could your diet success be affected 
by the magazine that you read? Re-
searchers from Newcastle University 
have uncovered that UK magazines 
are filled with adverts for mostly sug-
ary, salt-filled, low-fibre foods thereby 
confusing any health messages their 
articles were trying to put across. 

In the top 30 most widely read maga-
zines in the UK, over 25% of the food 
adverts were for ready meals. Almost 
the same amount were for foods �con-
taining fat or sugar,� e.g. ice-cream, 
chocolate bars, sweets and full sugar 
soft drinks.

�Obviously, it�s up to each of us to de-
cide what we eat� said Dr Jean Adams, 
of Newcastle University. �But if we�re 
constantly bombarded with images 
of unhealthy food every time we pick 
up a magazine then we�re going to be 
swayed in what we choose.� 

The study, published in this month�s 
European Journal of Public Health, 
found key differences between maga-
zines with different readerships. More 
adverts for high fat/sugary foods were 
found in magazines aimed at women, 
or with readers of a lower social class; 
both groups that suffer high levels of 
obesity. In contrast, very few of the ads, 
only 1.8%, were for fruit and vegeta-
bles and these were mainly in high-end 
magazines.

Magazines give mixed 
messages with healthy ads

Whilst this research doesn�t link ad-
verts directly with people�s decision 
making/eating habits, junk food ads are 
already banned from children�s maga-
zines in the UK because of fears over 
increasing levels of obesity.

�Health bodies and the government 
are trying to encourage all of us to eat a 
healthier diet, yet we found that many 
of the magazines, especially those tar-
geting lower-income families are full of 
adverts promoting food that is largely 
unhealthy,� says Dr Adams, 

�It�s a battle to stay on the right track 
when choosing and preparing meals 
and these adverts do little to help.�

A new study suggests that apple juice 
could delay the onset of age-related 
cognitive diseases such as Alzheimer�s 
disease. Researchers from the Univer-
sity of Massachusetts found that mice 
receiving the human equivalent of 
two glasses of apple juice per day for a 
month performed better than normal 
mice in maze trials. Not only did they 
perform better but the decline in per-
formance observed when the mice got 
older was not seen in the mice given 
apple juice.

The team found that mice given ap-
ple juice produced less of a protein 
fragment, called beta-amyloid. This 
protein fragment is known to form 
plaques in the brain, commonly found 
in Alzheimer�s patients. They believe 
the reduction in beta-amyloid could 
be the reason for the affect of the ap-
ple juice on the mice.

The lead researcher, Dr. Shea, com-
mented that the results �suggest that 
regular consumption of apple juice 
can not only help to keep one�s mind 
functioning at its best, but may also be 
able to delay key aspects of Alzheim-
er�s disease and augment therapeutic 
approaches.�

In the past, scientists have shown 
that apple juice may protect against 
other diseases related to aging includ-
ing cancer, brittle bones, and heart 
disease. A study last year also found a 
link between apple juice and reduced 
wheezing in asthmatic children. These 
findings add to the possibility that ap-
ple juice may be better for us than just 
for the vitamin C content, and could 
be used as a dietary supplement to 
enhance existing treatments for many 
conditions.

Apple juice and 
Alzheimer’s

A new study from the University of 
Oxford has concluded that �hospital 
at home� care programmes are just as 
good as treatment in hospital. Such 
schemes could potentially reduce NHS 
medical care costs, while increasing 
hospital bed availability and allowing 
patients to benefit from recovering at 
home.

The programmes provide elderly 
patients who are critically stable with 
full medical support at home, avoiding 
the need for hospital admission. Such 
schemes have proved popular with pa-
tients, their families and hospital staff 
and mortality rates now suggest that 
there is no extra risk to patients treated 
at home. Dr Sasha Shepperd of the Uni-
versity of Oxford says the study �found 
no evidence that �hospital at home� 
care leads to an increase in mortality�. 
However, home care is advantageous 
because it can be provided for the same 
or lower cost.

The study gathered data from ten tri-
als, involving over 1300 patients. Those 
involved had chronic obstructive pul-
monary disease, were recovering from 
stroke or were older patients with acute 
conditions. 

Dr Shepperd cautions that these re-
sults do not mean hospital care is haz-
ardous but that there are benefits to 
treating patients at home. She believes 
that more research must be done in or-
der to see who would benefit from home 
care: �More work needs to be done to 
determine if there are particular types 
of patient who benefit from �hospital at 
home� care. This is especially impor-

tant as the level of treatment available 
to a person at home, and the ways of 
delivering care in both the home and 
the hospital, change over time�.

Home treatment 
good alternative to 
hospital admission

Mankind is not the only source respon-
sible for greenhouse emissions and 
some forms of air pollution: the planet 
itself is releasing methane, ethane and 
propane. A new study, published today 
in the journal Science, suggests that 
this natural phenomenon plays a con-
siderable role in the dynamics of the 
atmosphere. 

In the past, geologists at the Italian 
National Institute for Geophysics and 
Volcanology (INGV) contributed to 
the United Nation�s Intergovernmen-
tal Panel on Climate Change with es-
timates on the amount of methane that 
naturally leaks in to the atmosphere 
from underground compounds: 50 
million tons per year which, in terms of 
greenhouse effects, is as much as 200 
million cars produce in one year.

While methane is a greenhouse gas, 
more harmful but less abundant than 
carbon dioxide, ethane and propane 
pose other concerns. Chemically com-
bined with light and air, ethane and 
propane generate tropospheric ozone, 
which is poisonous if inhaled. This 
should not be confused with strat-
ospheric ozone, the gas that shields 
the atmosphere from extraterrestrial 
ultra-violet radiation. 

According to the new estimates, nat-
ural emissions represent around 17% 
and 10% respectively of the amount of 
ethane and propane traceable in the 
atmosphere. 

�We used to have better data on 
man-originated releases�, explains 
INGV geologist Giuseppe Etiope, who 
authored the study together with Paolo 
Ciccioli from Italy�s National Research 
Council (CNR). �However, we cannot 
understand enough about greenhouse 
gases and global change if we ignore 
where one part of the released gases 
comes from�. 

An updated global map shows that 
seepage spots are mainly distributed on 
the Northern hemisphere, by oil com-
pounds and geothermic areas. �Experts 
always considered such sources as 
marginal and negligible. This assump-
tion is just wrong, as nobody had ever 
measured them�, concludes Etiope.
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And you thought there couldn’t be 
a family crazier than yours...

Lucy Harrold goes to see the very long but award winning 
theatrical production August: Osage County 

Bunch Movie fame, which got me 
quite excited, although he has one of 
the smallest parts. If, like me, you opt 
for a matinee of the play because you 
actually want to get home a sensible 
time, beware you will be sharing the 
auditorium purely with gray-haired la-
dies who lunch and the National lobby 
with school groups. These old ladies 
generally sit around you and natter 
about whether Tracy Letts, the author, 
is male or female. For the record, Tracy 
Letts is male. He just has a girls� name.

August: Osage County focuses on 
the reunion of the extended Weston 
family after its patriarch,  alcoholic 
academic Beverly (again with the girls� 
name?!), goes missing after hiring Na-
tive American housekeeper, Johnna, 
to look after his unorthodox house.  
Beverly and his pill pushing, mouth 
cancer suffering wife Violet rarely eat  

and have the windows covered over 
so that the stiflingly hot house is in-
determinable between day and night. 
Act one is concerned with the family 
rejoining at the Weston house. First to 
arrive are middle daughter Ivy, whom 
Violet think is too dowdy and boring, 
and Violet�s sister, Mattie Fay, and her 
husband Charles. Later the other We-
ston children return; eldest Barbara 
with husband Bill Fordham and daugh-
ter June, and youngest Karen with new 
fiancØ Steve Heidebricht. Finishing off 
the family gathering is Mattie Fay and 
Charles� son Little Charles. 

The entire show happens within one 
glorious set;  a lifesize, minimalist, 
three story doll�s house complete with 
veranda and loft conversion. The light-
ing is sublime, and has to be to cope 
with what happens in the play.

Through the next three hours and 

W ell hello there 
chaps, haven�t seen 
you since before 
Christmas! And 
how WAS your 

Christmas? Can you even remember? 
Mine was a pleasant food-filled, wine-
fuelled season of festivities. But does 
anybody else find Christmas gets a lit-
tle more anticlimatic with each year 
you age? Gone are the days when you 
spent all of Christmas Day hypnotised 
by a Barbie camper van or a Power 
Rangers Megazord. 

These days presents are either stuff 
you bought for yourself (and your par-
ents write you a cheque for around 
Boxing Day), or the contents of your 
Amazon wishlist, which doesn�t arrive 
in time. I�m still receiving CDs in the 
post I didn�t order myself � not that I�m 
complaining. On the bright side I�m 
old enough for my parents to ply me 
with booze of significantly better qual-
ity than what gets served in my student 
flat. And there�s always money from 
obscure elderly relatives, a portion of 
which I spent on getting something 
pierced. Hurrah!

Beyond Christmas there was New 
Years Eve, which I spent in London for 
the first time. What could be better 
than standing in the streets watching 
Boris�s head projected on a building, 
giving the same garbled speech repeat-
edly, while swigging out of a can of 
Stella? This NYE was a great deal more 
restrained than previous editions. Like 
that year I drank far too much Bailey�s 

Emily Wilson
Arts Editor

and... ahem. Never mind.
Back to what I�m supposed to be 

talking about: ART! Now, I�m getting a 
little fed up of people telling me �but, 
Emily, I don�t like art � I�m a scientist!�. 
If you are the kind of person who pre-
fers science to art, the arts and culture 
pages of Felix are still worth a read. I�m 
constantly trying to bridge the art/sci-
ence chasm and pander to you folks. 
This week I review the Hunterian Mu-
seum at the Royal College of Surgeons. 
I do appreciate a nice museum of pick-
led body parts and freaky mutations. 
Doesn�t everybody? No? Several times 
in the past I�ve reviewed the Wellcome 
Collection, which is like the Hunterian 
Museum for the squeamish and prone 
to fainting. All of the medicine, none 
of the gore. If you�re not keen on medi-
cine then right on our doorstep, over 
at the Natural History Museum, there�s 
the Dawin Big Idea exhibition, which I 
am positively itching to go to. And let�s 
not forget the Science Museum. I hear 
there�s some sciencey stuff in there.

If you don�t like science at all and 
you�re at Imperial due to some ter-
rible drunken mistake, we�ve got arty 
art too! In this issue Lucy Harrold is 
at the theatre again, seeing a play rid-
dled with drugs, paedophilia, incest� 
all our favourite things. We�ve also got 
Emilie Beauchamp on Annie Leibovitz, 
photographer to the stars. 

Whether you�re more into arty art or 
sciencey art, we�re always looking for 
new writers and contributions � email 
us!

Art/Science 
Mashups

three acts we learn many home truths 
with Tracy Letts completing the en-
tire list of subjects to cover in modern 
American theatre. Alcohol � check, 
drugs � check, violence � check, pae-
dophilia � check, incest � check. Why 
does everything have incest now? Each 
member of the Weston family has their 
own problems to bring to the melting 
pot of dysfunction with very few of 
them being resolved. Most plays start 
with introducing the problem and 
spend most of the time analysing and 
solving the problem- that is they follow 
�Propp�s theory�. 

The theory of Vladimir Propp was 
that every piece of storytelling can 
fit into seven different basic stories. 
Each of these stories has thirty one 
plot points and a certain number 
of �character types�.  August: Osage 
County not only throws Propp out of 

the window but then takes chunks of 
broken window pane and stabs him in 
the heart. I think this helps to make 
the three and half hours fly by � the 
storyline and characters do not follow 
the norm.

There isn�t a single bad link in the 
company, probably attributed to the 
long period of time they have spent 
developing the piece. The cast could 
really pass off as a regular, if rather 
disturbed, family. I took a while to feel 
comfortable with Deanna Dunagan�s 
Violet. She swings from being off her 
head in the opening scene to being 
completely normal in the next. Even 
considering the character�s drug and 
heath problems this seemed extreme. 
She eventually settles down into a com-
fortable middle ground and establishes 
herself as the star of the show, with her 
monologue at the dinner table as a dis-

Annie Leibovitz: living a dual life?
Emilie Beauchamp sees the Annie Leibovitz: A Photographer�s Life exhibition at the National Portrait 
Gallery as not just a gallery of celebrity photographs, but as an insight into a very personal life

M any artists are known 
primarily by their 
masterpieces rather 
than by their name. 
This is especially the 

case in photography, where so many 
authors� rights are given to agencies 
in the tangle for celebrity. Therefore, if 
I mention Annie Leibovitz, not many 
would know exactly who she is, how-
ever famous she is in the field of por-
trait photography. Already established 
by the mid-70s, she worked as chief 
photographer for the magazine Roll-
ing Stone before working freelance for 

Vanity Fair, Vogue and The New York-
er. During that period she snapped 
celebrities such as the Beatles, the 
Rolling Stones, Nicole Kidman, Dan-
iel Day Lewis, Queen Elizabeth II and 
uncountably more. Some may say that 
if you have not been before her lenses 
you are not quite a star yet... 

The exhibition Annie Leibovitz: A 
Photographer�s Life 1990-2005 was 
first presented at the Brooklyn mu-
seum in 2006 and is now being fea-
tured at the National Portrait Gallery 
until Sunday February 1st. Most of the 
pieces displayed are part of her iconic 

A three and a half hour play 
where not very much 
happens and one of the 
characters mainly speaks 
nonsense � doesn�t sound 

too appealing, does it? Yet somehow I 
was desperate to see August: Osage 
County.  It sweeped the Tonys winning  
Best Play, Best Leading Actress (Dean-
na Dunagan), Best Featured Actress 
(Rondi Reed), Best Director (Anne 
D. Shapiro) and Best Scenic Design 
(Todd Rosenthal) and was awarded 
the Pulitzer Prize for Drama this year. 
The National Theatre�s production has 
brought over much of the original cast, 
including Dunagan and Reed, and sup-
plemented it with experienced players 
from the original Steppenwolf Com-
pany where the play originated. 

This includes Gary Cole of Dodge-
ball, Talladega Nights and The Brady To be honest I always preferred Orange County

Possibly Annie Leibovitz’s most famous photograph

HOW COOL IS THIS? Who knew we had a theatre named after us??

turbing yet realistic centrepiece. 
I also felt drawn to Ivy and Little 

Charles as the black sheep of their re-
spective families. Sally Morton and Ian 
Barford gave beautifully understated 
performances culminating in a touch-
ing romance and one of the biggest plot 
twist of the night (I won�t give anything 
away but WOAH!).

Coming from a family of three daugh-
ters, I spent much of the play worrying 
that my family would evolve into the 
chaotic Weston family (little chance of 
that � for a start my family is teetotal). 
As the middle child I saw a lot of myself 
in Ivy, and her character made me re-
alise some things about myself I didn�t 
like too much. But this is what a good 
play should do; affect you so much that 
you start to question yourself and your 
surroundings even after you leave the 
theatre. 

portraits collection, always elegant and 
grandiose, denoting an atypical, often 
provocative, collaboration with the 
subjects and featuring amazing light-
ing work. Some of her most famous 
photos are the nude and pregnant 
Demi Moore cover for Vanity Fair and 
Whoopi Goldberg submerged in a bath 
of milk, but sensibly all of her art has 
been widely acclaimed and all her cam-
paigns were successful. 

However, what makes the exhibi-
tion truly interesting are the personal 
photographs that are displayed. In fact, 
while the period 1990-2005 was very 
successful career-wise for Leibovitz, it 
was also one full of ups and downs in 
her personal life. From child memories 
to the death of her father and of her 
partner Susan Sontag, as well as the 
birth of her three daughters, Leibovitz 
exposes pieces of her private life and 
shares with the public the story behind 
the camera. Portraying scenes often 
intimate but always touching, they 
contrast deeply from her commercial 
works. The latter being bigger than 
nature and cosmetic, her personal art-
work is of a fragile, almost naive truth. 
In any case, she depicts perfectly bal-
anced worlds every time... 

Most of the personal stories dis-
played concern Leibovitz�s partner, or 
lover as she later declared, writer Susan 
Sontag. They met in 1989, both already 
established in their respective career, 
and Sontag is said to have had a huge 
influence on Leibovitz from then on. 
Shortly after they met, Leibovitz start-
ed exploring different, deeper themes 
such as the siege of Sarajevo during the 
war in the Balkans, a publication of a 
collection (entitled Women) explor-
ing the characters of women from all 
classes all over the world, and even 
experimention in landscape photog-
raphy. In 1998, Sontag was diagnosed 
with breast cancer and then started the 
long journey until her passing away in 
2004. Leibovitz loyally photographed 
various phases of the illness and ac-
companied Sontag at every stage. 
What could seem at first like a curi-
ous documentation of the illness might 
be interpreted as a way for Leibovitz 
to separate herself from the situation 
or even escape it, but feels more like 
the natural continuation of the genu-
ine relationship between her, Sontag 
and photography, as well as a manner 
in which to go through mourning. In 

that sense, the exhibition itself is an es-
sential part of that process, displaying 
photos of Sontag from the first doc-
tor�s appointment to her lying on her 
very death bed. Surprisingly enough, 
these are far from being disturbing; 
witnessing a desire to face what lies 
in front and in the end say one last 
goodbye. More joyful memories are 
also displayed such as Leibovitz�s three 
daughters, the first born when she was 
51 years old, followed by twins from a 
surrogate mother 3 years later. 

Overall, it can seem from her exhibi-
tion that Leibovitz was living a dual life 
through her photography: provocative 

and superficially aesthetic, or reflective 
and beautifully simple. Maybe Sontag 
helped her to reconcile her two sides, 
and in the end Leibovitz declared in 
the exhibition�s book: �I don�t have two 
lives. This is one life, and the personal 
pictures and the assignment work are 
all part of it�. Was it really? For the 
slightly excessive amount of £9 (don�t 
forget your student ID!), you can judge 
for yourself until February 1st...

Annie Leibovitz is on at the 
National Portrait Gallery until 1st 
February 2009. 

Here is one of the nasties in jars from the Hunterian Museum at the Royal College of Science (flip over the 
page for the main review!). I’m not sure what it is, but it certainly has a fine set of tentacles

We leave you the choice: obvious joke or mature respect for an artist?



14 felix Friday 30 January 2009

Culture &
The Arts

Arts Editors – Caz Knight, David Paw and Emily Wilson

Budding culture vulture? Write for us.
arts.felix@imperial.ac.uk

arts.felix@imperial.ac.uk

15Friday 30 January 2009 felix

Arts

And you thought there couldn’t be 
a family crazier than yours...

Lucy Harrold goes to see the very long but award winning 
theatrical production August: Osage County 

Bunch Movie fame, which got me 
quite excited, although he has one of 
the smallest parts. If, like me, you opt 
for a matinee of the play because you 
actually want to get home a sensible 
time, beware you will be sharing the 
auditorium purely with gray-haired la-
dies who lunch and the National lobby 
with school groups. These old ladies 
generally sit around you and natter 
about whether Tracy Letts, the author, 
is male or female. For the record, Tracy 
Letts is male. He just has a girls� name.

August: Osage County focuses on 
the reunion of the extended Weston 
family after its patriarch,  alcoholic 
academic Beverly (again with the girls� 
name?!), goes missing after hiring Na-
tive American housekeeper, Johnna, 
to look after his unorthodox house.  
Beverly and his pill pushing, mouth 
cancer suffering wife Violet rarely eat  

and have the windows covered over 
so that the stiflingly hot house is in-
determinable between day and night. 
Act one is concerned with the family 
rejoining at the Weston house. First to 
arrive are middle daughter Ivy, whom 
Violet think is too dowdy and boring, 
and Violet�s sister, Mattie Fay, and her 
husband Charles. Later the other We-
ston children return; eldest Barbara 
with husband Bill Fordham and daugh-
ter June, and youngest Karen with new 
fiancØ Steve Heidebricht. Finishing off 
the family gathering is Mattie Fay and 
Charles� son Little Charles. 

The entire show happens within one 
glorious set;  a lifesize, minimalist, 
three story doll�s house complete with 
veranda and loft conversion. The light-
ing is sublime, and has to be to cope 
with what happens in the play.

Through the next three hours and 

W ell hello there 
chaps, haven�t seen 
you since before 
Christmas! And 
how WAS your 

Christmas? Can you even remember? 
Mine was a pleasant food-filled, wine-
fuelled season of festivities. But does 
anybody else find Christmas gets a lit-
tle more anticlimatic with each year 
you age? Gone are the days when you 
spent all of Christmas Day hypnotised 
by a Barbie camper van or a Power 
Rangers Megazord. 

These days presents are either stuff 
you bought for yourself (and your par-
ents write you a cheque for around 
Boxing Day), or the contents of your 
Amazon wishlist, which doesn�t arrive 
in time. I�m still receiving CDs in the 
post I didn�t order myself � not that I�m 
complaining. On the bright side I�m 
old enough for my parents to ply me 
with booze of significantly better qual-
ity than what gets served in my student 
flat. And there�s always money from 
obscure elderly relatives, a portion of 
which I spent on getting something 
pierced. Hurrah!

Beyond Christmas there was New 
Years Eve, which I spent in London for 
the first time. What could be better 
than standing in the streets watching 
Boris�s head projected on a building, 
giving the same garbled speech repeat-
edly, while swigging out of a can of 
Stella? This NYE was a great deal more 
restrained than previous editions. Like 
that year I drank far too much Bailey�s 

Emily Wilson
Arts Editor

and... ahem. Never mind.
Back to what I�m supposed to be 

talking about: ART! Now, I�m getting a 
little fed up of people telling me �but, 
Emily, I don�t like art � I�m a scientist!�. 
If you are the kind of person who pre-
fers science to art, the arts and culture 
pages of Felix are still worth a read. I�m 
constantly trying to bridge the art/sci-
ence chasm and pander to you folks. 
This week I review the Hunterian Mu-
seum at the Royal College of Surgeons. 
I do appreciate a nice museum of pick-
led body parts and freaky mutations. 
Doesn�t everybody? No? Several times 
in the past I�ve reviewed the Wellcome 
Collection, which is like the Hunterian 
Museum for the squeamish and prone 
to fainting. All of the medicine, none 
of the gore. If you�re not keen on medi-
cine then right on our doorstep, over 
at the Natural History Museum, there�s 
the Dawin Big Idea exhibition, which I 
am positively itching to go to. And let�s 
not forget the Science Museum. I hear 
there�s some sciencey stuff in there.

If you don�t like science at all and 
you�re at Imperial due to some ter-
rible drunken mistake, we�ve got arty 
art too! In this issue Lucy Harrold is 
at the theatre again, seeing a play rid-
dled with drugs, paedophilia, incest� 
all our favourite things. We�ve also got 
Emilie Beauchamp on Annie Leibovitz, 
photographer to the stars. 

Whether you�re more into arty art or 
sciencey art, we�re always looking for 
new writers and contributions � email 
us!

Art/Science 
Mashups

three acts we learn many home truths 
with Tracy Letts completing the en-
tire list of subjects to cover in modern 
American theatre. Alcohol � check, 
drugs � check, violence � check, pae-
dophilia � check, incest � check. Why 
does everything have incest now? Each 
member of the Weston family has their 
own problems to bring to the melting 
pot of dysfunction with very few of 
them being resolved. Most plays start 
with introducing the problem and 
spend most of the time analysing and 
solving the problem- that is they follow 
�Propp�s theory�. 

The theory of Vladimir Propp was 
that every piece of storytelling can 
fit into seven different basic stories. 
Each of these stories has thirty one 
plot points and a certain number 
of �character types�.  August: Osage 
County not only throws Propp out of 

the window but then takes chunks of 
broken window pane and stabs him in 
the heart. I think this helps to make 
the three and half hours fly by � the 
storyline and characters do not follow 
the norm.

There isn�t a single bad link in the 
company, probably attributed to the 
long period of time they have spent 
developing the piece. The cast could 
really pass off as a regular, if rather 
disturbed, family. I took a while to feel 
comfortable with Deanna Dunagan�s 
Violet. She swings from being off her 
head in the opening scene to being 
completely normal in the next. Even 
considering the character�s drug and 
heath problems this seemed extreme. 
She eventually settles down into a com-
fortable middle ground and establishes 
herself as the star of the show, with her 
monologue at the dinner table as a dis-

Annie Leibovitz: living a dual life?
Emilie Beauchamp sees the Annie Leibovitz: A Photographer�s Life exhibition at the National Portrait 
Gallery as not just a gallery of celebrity photographs, but as an insight into a very personal life

M any artists are known 
primarily by their 
masterpieces rather 
than by their name. 
This is especially the 

case in photography, where so many 
authors� rights are given to agencies 
in the tangle for celebrity. Therefore, if 
I mention Annie Leibovitz, not many 
would know exactly who she is, how-
ever famous she is in the field of por-
trait photography. Already established 
by the mid-70s, she worked as chief 
photographer for the magazine Roll-
ing Stone before working freelance for 

Vanity Fair, Vogue and The New York-
er. During that period she snapped 
celebrities such as the Beatles, the 
Rolling Stones, Nicole Kidman, Dan-
iel Day Lewis, Queen Elizabeth II and 
uncountably more. Some may say that 
if you have not been before her lenses 
you are not quite a star yet... 

The exhibition Annie Leibovitz: A 
Photographer�s Life 1990-2005 was 
first presented at the Brooklyn mu-
seum in 2006 and is now being fea-
tured at the National Portrait Gallery 
until Sunday February 1st. Most of the 
pieces displayed are part of her iconic 

A three and a half hour play 
where not very much 
happens and one of the 
characters mainly speaks 
nonsense � doesn�t sound 

too appealing, does it? Yet somehow I 
was desperate to see August: Osage 
County.  It sweeped the Tonys winning  
Best Play, Best Leading Actress (Dean-
na Dunagan), Best Featured Actress 
(Rondi Reed), Best Director (Anne 
D. Shapiro) and Best Scenic Design 
(Todd Rosenthal) and was awarded 
the Pulitzer Prize for Drama this year. 
The National Theatre�s production has 
brought over much of the original cast, 
including Dunagan and Reed, and sup-
plemented it with experienced players 
from the original Steppenwolf Com-
pany where the play originated. 

This includes Gary Cole of Dodge-
ball, Talladega Nights and The Brady To be honest I always preferred Orange County

Possibly Annie Leibovitz’s most famous photograph

HOW COOL IS THIS? Who knew we had a theatre named after us??

turbing yet realistic centrepiece. 
I also felt drawn to Ivy and Little 

Charles as the black sheep of their re-
spective families. Sally Morton and Ian 
Barford gave beautifully understated 
performances culminating in a touch-
ing romance and one of the biggest plot 
twist of the night (I won�t give anything 
away but WOAH!).

Coming from a family of three daugh-
ters, I spent much of the play worrying 
that my family would evolve into the 
chaotic Weston family (little chance of 
that � for a start my family is teetotal). 
As the middle child I saw a lot of myself 
in Ivy, and her character made me re-
alise some things about myself I didn�t 
like too much. But this is what a good 
play should do; affect you so much that 
you start to question yourself and your 
surroundings even after you leave the 
theatre. 

portraits collection, always elegant and 
grandiose, denoting an atypical, often 
provocative, collaboration with the 
subjects and featuring amazing light-
ing work. Some of her most famous 
photos are the nude and pregnant 
Demi Moore cover for Vanity Fair and 
Whoopi Goldberg submerged in a bath 
of milk, but sensibly all of her art has 
been widely acclaimed and all her cam-
paigns were successful. 

However, what makes the exhibi-
tion truly interesting are the personal 
photographs that are displayed. In fact, 
while the period 1990-2005 was very 
successful career-wise for Leibovitz, it 
was also one full of ups and downs in 
her personal life. From child memories 
to the death of her father and of her 
partner Susan Sontag, as well as the 
birth of her three daughters, Leibovitz 
exposes pieces of her private life and 
shares with the public the story behind 
the camera. Portraying scenes often 
intimate but always touching, they 
contrast deeply from her commercial 
works. The latter being bigger than 
nature and cosmetic, her personal art-
work is of a fragile, almost naive truth. 
In any case, she depicts perfectly bal-
anced worlds every time... 

Most of the personal stories dis-
played concern Leibovitz�s partner, or 
lover as she later declared, writer Susan 
Sontag. They met in 1989, both already 
established in their respective career, 
and Sontag is said to have had a huge 
influence on Leibovitz from then on. 
Shortly after they met, Leibovitz start-
ed exploring different, deeper themes 
such as the siege of Sarajevo during the 
war in the Balkans, a publication of a 
collection (entitled Women) explor-
ing the characters of women from all 
classes all over the world, and even 
experimention in landscape photog-
raphy. In 1998, Sontag was diagnosed 
with breast cancer and then started the 
long journey until her passing away in 
2004. Leibovitz loyally photographed 
various phases of the illness and ac-
companied Sontag at every stage. 
What could seem at first like a curi-
ous documentation of the illness might 
be interpreted as a way for Leibovitz 
to separate herself from the situation 
or even escape it, but feels more like 
the natural continuation of the genu-
ine relationship between her, Sontag 
and photography, as well as a manner 
in which to go through mourning. In 

that sense, the exhibition itself is an es-
sential part of that process, displaying 
photos of Sontag from the first doc-
tor�s appointment to her lying on her 
very death bed. Surprisingly enough, 
these are far from being disturbing; 
witnessing a desire to face what lies 
in front and in the end say one last 
goodbye. More joyful memories are 
also displayed such as Leibovitz�s three 
daughters, the first born when she was 
51 years old, followed by twins from a 
surrogate mother 3 years later. 

Overall, it can seem from her exhibi-
tion that Leibovitz was living a dual life 
through her photography: provocative 

and superficially aesthetic, or reflective 
and beautifully simple. Maybe Sontag 
helped her to reconcile her two sides, 
and in the end Leibovitz declared in 
the exhibition�s book: �I don�t have two 
lives. This is one life, and the personal 
pictures and the assignment work are 
all part of it�. Was it really? For the 
slightly excessive amount of £9 (don�t 
forget your student ID!), you can judge 
for yourself until February 1st...

Annie Leibovitz is on at the 
National Portrait Gallery until 1st 
February 2009. 

Here is one of the nasties in jars from the Hunterian Museum at the Royal College of Science (flip over the 
page for the main review!). I’m not sure what it is, but it certainly has a fine set of tentacles

We leave you the choice: obvious joke or mature respect for an artist?
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Emily Wilson  gets a few graphic lessons in anatomy and medicine over at the Royal College of Surgeons

W ho likes medi-
cal oddities? I do! 
I�m a big fan of 
dead things in jars, 
and there are jars 

aplenty in the Hunterian Museum at 
the Royal College of Surgeons. This 
was my second visit, and I�ve come to 
regard it as one of the best museums in 
London. The galleries are sleek, shiny 
and modernised. Every item is clearly 
labeled and explained, which is im-
pressive given that the sheer quantity 
of STUFF here is astounding. It�s much 
bigger than you would expect from a 
little-known, tucked away gallery. It�s 
all free to get into and rarely gets busy. 
This museum makes for a very relaxing 
Saturday afternoon excursion, assum-
ing you�re not too squeamish to handle 
it.

For any medical history buffs out 
there, the museum holds mostly ma-
terial gathered by the distinguished 
surgeon and anatomist John Hunter 
(1728-1793). He spent much of his 
time collecting animal specimens and 
arranging them into a teaching mu-
seum. His museum contained nearly 
14,000 specimens of over 500 differ-
ent species of plants and animals. The 
government purchased his collection 
in 1799 and it is now owned by the 
Royal College of Surgeons, with the 
museum opening in 1813. A little nug-
get of trivia for you: Hunter died after 
suffering a fit during an argument at St 
George�s hospital over the acceptance 
of students for training. The material 
on display now makes up only about a 
quarter of Hunter�s original collection. 
He sold a lot of his minerals, paint-
ings, prints and books himself in 1794 
(he needed the money, and apparently 
he preferred his bits of animal). Some 
specimens were disposed of since his 
death due to poor condition, and a lot 
of skeletons and fossils were lost during 
bombings in 1941. If you�re interested, 
the museum is crammed full of infor-

mation about Hunter�s life and work.
So... to the body parts in jars. You 

name it, they�ve pickled it. Every ani-
mal, every body part, every disease, 
every weird and wonderful mutation is 
covered. Just to name a few, you can see 
�part of a lion�s oesophagus�, �the trunk 
of a young crocodile dissected to show 
the viscera� and �intestinal worms at-
tached to portions of whale intestine�. 
There are whole sea cucumbers, spi-
ders, wasps, termites, sea anemones, 
sea slugs cuttlefish, centipedes, various 
beetles... Then there�s half a dodo skel-
eton plus some skeletons of similarly 
extinct flightless birds such as moa and 
solitaires. There�s also some evidence 
of gruesome animal experimentation, 
such as �sections of cockerels� heads 
with transplanted human teeth em-
bedded in the combs�.

Visitors will be delighted by the 
veritable freak show of mutations and 
defects on display. �Skull of a 25 year 
old man showing enlargement due to 
hydrocephalus� is impressive. It looks 
like the skull of one of the aliens out 
of �Mars Attacks!�. Next to it is �model 
of Chinese patient with parasitic twin�, 
who looks unsurprisingly gloomy. The 
skeleton of Charles Byrne (1761-1783), 
the Irish Giant, is an awesome 2.31 me-
tres tall (7� 7�). This chap suffered from 
pituitary gigantism. Despite request-
ing that he be buried at sea, his body 
was bought by John Hunter for £130 
(cheeky!). Then there are paintings of 
midgets, siamese twins and a man who 
weighed 52 stone.

The impressive range of foetuses 
includes guinea pig, porcupine, aard-
vark, anteater and armadillo. There is 
in addition to the huge selection of hu-
man foetuses in jars, all different ages. 
Their eyes are clenched in a grimace 
and their little mouths are gasping 
open. Generally things are arranged 
according to what bit of anatomy we�re 
looking at. �Mammary organs� is a 
good section. Have you ever seen the 

nipples of a minke whale or a fruit bat? 
I have now.

Downstairs is mostly bits of dead 
animals, but upstairs we move on to a 
focus on human pathology. Clearly the 
best case is the one with all the sexual 
organs. Three favourites are �a uterus 
and vagina dissected to reveal closure 

Here are some of the jars on display – a teeny tiny crocodile and a headless bird. Don’t worry, there’s human bits too, so you’ll be among friends

of the vaginal opening of the uterus�, 
�the end of a penis showing syphilitic 
ulceration� and �condom made from 
sheep�s intestine, late 18th century�. 
Lovely. A lot of the contents of these 
jars are so warped and diseased they 
are completely unrecognisable. And 
it�s not all things that used to be alive. 

There is an extensive range of surgical 
apparatus and medical instruments, 
often highlighting how surgery has 
progressed over time. Some of the in-
struments are enough to make even 
the hardened among us wince.

The end of my journey around the 
museum addresses the living patient 
and modern surgery, which is a con-
trast to most of the museum but still 
utterly fascinating. There is up to date 
material on microsurgery, minimal 
access surgery, transplants, cancer 
surgery and stem cells. There are also 
some videos of surgery. I watch a solid 
10 minutes of �removal of large benign 
brain tumour�. I have to look away 
from the screen quite often, particu-
larly when the scalp is getting peeled 
away from the skull. The drilling into 
the skull makes me shudder. The actual 
poking about inside really isn�t so bad, 
and I actually laugh when they extract 
the (larger than you�d expect) tumour, 
flick it into a jar and send it off to some 
poor laboratory slave to tinker with. 
Overall, this video made me feel sicker 
and dizzier than all of the museum�s 
jars put together.

If you�ve made it all the way through 
this article without me repulsing you 
then you�re well prepared to see it for 
yourself. This is undoubtedly one of 
the best museums London has to of-
fer, and you don�t need to be a medic 
(or a lowly biologist like myself ) to en-
joy it immensely. I highly recommend 
it to anybody in search of an unusual 
weekend attraction, and I hope many 
of you will go and experience it for 
yourselves. Say hi to the armadillo foe-
tus from me!

Pop over to the Royal College of 
Surgeons near Holborn and see 
their Hunterian Museum. Entry is 
entirely free to all.

“Penis with syphilitic ulceration”

Here is the big man himself, John Hunter, figurehead of anatomy and surgery, and also pickler of cool dead 
things. Not many people end up with multiple museums dedicated to them. Something to aspire to?
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W ho likes medi-
cal oddities? I do! 
I�m a big fan of 
dead things in jars, 
and there are jars 

aplenty in the Hunterian Museum at 
the Royal College of Surgeons. This 
was my second visit, and I�ve come to 
regard it as one of the best museums in 
London. The galleries are sleek, shiny 
and modernised. Every item is clearly 
labeled and explained, which is im-
pressive given that the sheer quantity 
of STUFF here is astounding. It�s much 
bigger than you would expect from a 
little-known, tucked away gallery. It�s 
all free to get into and rarely gets busy. 
This museum makes for a very relaxing 
Saturday afternoon excursion, assum-
ing you�re not too squeamish to handle 
it.

For any medical history buffs out 
there, the museum holds mostly ma-
terial gathered by the distinguished 
surgeon and anatomist John Hunter 
(1728-1793). He spent much of his 
time collecting animal specimens and 
arranging them into a teaching mu-
seum. His museum contained nearly 
14,000 specimens of over 500 differ-
ent species of plants and animals. The 
government purchased his collection 
in 1799 and it is now owned by the 
Royal College of Surgeons, with the 
museum opening in 1813. A little nug-
get of trivia for you: Hunter died after 
suffering a fit during an argument at St 
George�s hospital over the acceptance 
of students for training. The material 
on display now makes up only about a 
quarter of Hunter�s original collection. 
He sold a lot of his minerals, paint-
ings, prints and books himself in 1794 
(he needed the money, and apparently 
he preferred his bits of animal). Some 
specimens were disposed of since his 
death due to poor condition, and a lot 
of skeletons and fossils were lost during 
bombings in 1941. If you�re interested, 
the museum is crammed full of infor-

mation about Hunter�s life and work.
So... to the body parts in jars. You 

name it, they�ve pickled it. Every ani-
mal, every body part, every disease, 
every weird and wonderful mutation is 
covered. Just to name a few, you can see 
�part of a lion�s oesophagus�, �the trunk 
of a young crocodile dissected to show 
the viscera� and �intestinal worms at-
tached to portions of whale intestine�. 
There are whole sea cucumbers, spi-
ders, wasps, termites, sea anemones, 
sea slugs cuttlefish, centipedes, various 
beetles... Then there�s half a dodo skel-
eton plus some skeletons of similarly 
extinct flightless birds such as moa and 
solitaires. There�s also some evidence 
of gruesome animal experimentation, 
such as �sections of cockerels� heads 
with transplanted human teeth em-
bedded in the combs�.

Visitors will be delighted by the 
veritable freak show of mutations and 
defects on display. �Skull of a 25 year 
old man showing enlargement due to 
hydrocephalus� is impressive. It looks 
like the skull of one of the aliens out 
of �Mars Attacks!�. Next to it is �model 
of Chinese patient with parasitic twin�, 
who looks unsurprisingly gloomy. The 
skeleton of Charles Byrne (1761-1783), 
the Irish Giant, is an awesome 2.31 me-
tres tall (7� 7�). This chap suffered from 
pituitary gigantism. Despite request-
ing that he be buried at sea, his body 
was bought by John Hunter for £130 
(cheeky!). Then there are paintings of 
midgets, siamese twins and a man who 
weighed 52 stone.

The impressive range of foetuses 
includes guinea pig, porcupine, aard-
vark, anteater and armadillo. There is 
in addition to the huge selection of hu-
man foetuses in jars, all different ages. 
Their eyes are clenched in a grimace 
and their little mouths are gasping 
open. Generally things are arranged 
according to what bit of anatomy we�re 
looking at. �Mammary organs� is a 
good section. Have you ever seen the 

nipples of a minke whale or a fruit bat? 
I have now.

Downstairs is mostly bits of dead 
animals, but upstairs we move on to a 
focus on human pathology. Clearly the 
best case is the one with all the sexual 
organs. Three favourites are �a uterus 
and vagina dissected to reveal closure 

Here are some of the jars on display – a teeny tiny crocodile and a headless bird. Don’t worry, there’s human bits too, so you’ll be among friends

of the vaginal opening of the uterus�, 
�the end of a penis showing syphilitic 
ulceration� and �condom made from 
sheep�s intestine, late 18th century�. 
Lovely. A lot of the contents of these 
jars are so warped and diseased they 
are completely unrecognisable. And 
it�s not all things that used to be alive. 

There is an extensive range of surgical 
apparatus and medical instruments, 
often highlighting how surgery has 
progressed over time. Some of the in-
struments are enough to make even 
the hardened among us wince.

The end of my journey around the 
museum addresses the living patient 
and modern surgery, which is a con-
trast to most of the museum but still 
utterly fascinating. There is up to date 
material on microsurgery, minimal 
access surgery, transplants, cancer 
surgery and stem cells. There are also 
some videos of surgery. I watch a solid 
10 minutes of �removal of large benign 
brain tumour�. I have to look away 
from the screen quite often, particu-
larly when the scalp is getting peeled 
away from the skull. The drilling into 
the skull makes me shudder. The actual 
poking about inside really isn�t so bad, 
and I actually laugh when they extract 
the (larger than you�d expect) tumour, 
flick it into a jar and send it off to some 
poor laboratory slave to tinker with. 
Overall, this video made me feel sicker 
and dizzier than all of the museum�s 
jars put together.

If you�ve made it all the way through 
this article without me repulsing you 
then you�re well prepared to see it for 
yourself. This is undoubtedly one of 
the best museums London has to of-
fer, and you don�t need to be a medic 
(or a lowly biologist like myself ) to en-
joy it immensely. I highly recommend 
it to anybody in search of an unusual 
weekend attraction, and I hope many 
of you will go and experience it for 
yourselves. Say hi to the armadillo foe-
tus from me!

Pop over to the Royal College of 
Surgeons near Holborn and see 
their Hunterian Museum. Entry is 
entirely free to all.

“Penis with syphilitic ulceration”

Here is the big man himself, John Hunter, figurehead of anatomy and surgery, and also pickler of cool dead 
things. Not many people end up with multiple museums dedicated to them. Something to aspire to?
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IC Winds concert blows us away 
Anna Gooding reports on the Coldstream Guards band and IC Wind bands power performance

I mperial College Winds is a 
group of enthusiastic brass, 
woodwind and percussion 
players who meet weekly to 
rehearse. The music we play 

ranges from folk songs, film scores and 
marches, to concertos and beyond. So 
far this term we have been concentrat-
ing on the Wind Power repertoire but 
our concert on the 24th of March will 
include Philip Sparke�s A Lindisfarne 
Rhapsody which will feature our prin-
cipal flautist Phin Chooi.

In September one of our trumpeters, 
Mel Tamplin (a member of staff in the 
College), had the idea of arranging a 
workshop day with a professional wind 
band. He contacted The Coldstream 
Guards who agreed to come down to 
Imperial and spend a day teaching us 
all they know!  He mentioned the plan 
to friends and other staff colleagues, 
and what had started as a small event 
escalated into the exciting spectacle 
that took over the College on Wednes-
day night. 

The Coldstream Regiment of Foot 
Guards is the oldest corps by continu-

ous existence in the British Army, hav-
ing been formed in 1650. The band 
of the Coldstream Guards performs 
regularly at state ceremonial events 
across London and beyond, and has 
just recently returned from a tour of 
the United States of America. Due to a 
wealth of talented musicians, the band 

can appear as a small fanfare team, a 
marching band, a jazz band or, as was 
seen on Wednesday, a wind band. The 
band is directed by Lieutenant Colonel 
Graham Jones MBE who lead Wednes-

day�s afternoon rehearsal and evening 
concert, as well as having joined us 
at two Tuesday evening rehearsals 
previously. 

The day began with intimate re-
hearsals in small sections based in the 
Union and in the Blyth Centre. Some 
of our band members even managed 
to have one-on-one tuition with a pro-
fessional musician. At lunchtime six of 
the Guards performed three fanfares, 
two on Dalby court and one under the 
Queen�s Tower.  We stood back and 
watched in awe whilst selling tick-
ets for the evening�s concert to other 
equally impressed staff and students. 
In the afternoon we all joined together 
and rehearsed en masse in the Great 
Hall. As the two full-size wind bands 
came together, there were around sixty 
players on one stage and we made a 
truly formidable sound. 

The concert began at 6.30 with the 
Guards looking very smart in their su-
perb red uniforms and IC Winds dolled 
up in their Wind Power T-shirts. Lieu-
tenant Colonel Graham Jones joined 
us on stage wearing an all black uni-
form with white gloves and donned 
with medals. We opened with HRH 
Duke of Cambridge March: an uplift-
ing, jolly march which set the scene 
for the concert. The programme took 
a lighter turn with Echoes of an Era 
which featured several popular Beatles 

hits including With a Little Help From 
my Friends, When I�m Sixty-four, 
Michelle, Yellow Submarine and Hey 
Jude. The arrangement showed that 
Beatles music really has stood the test 
of time, with the audience appreciating 
each popular and familiar tune. This 
was followed by Imperial Echoes a 
short march which was chosen for the 
evening�s performance to represent 
the new link between the Band of The 
Coldstream Guards and Imperial Col-
lege London.

The next piece was an arrangement 
of Welsh, Scottish, Northern Irish and 
English traditional tunes - A Very Brit-
ish Tribute. The selection included 
Danny Boy, Londonderry Air, World 
in Union and I Vow to Thee My Coun-
try. The arrangement was written by 

the Guards� band master and featured 
a tremendous male vocal solo.  Lord 
Professor Robert Winston was then in-
vited up on stage to join the band for 
My Funny Valentine on his alto saxo-
phone. This arrangement was a real 

trombone show-piece which featured 
the Guards� principal trombonist Col-
our Sergeant David Desmond.

Next jazz singer Victoria Hart joined 
us to perform a selection of three 
pieces from her new album, �The Lost 
Gershwin�. Victoria Hart has become 
affectionately known as the �Singing 
Waitress� due to exchanging her job 
in a restaurant for performing in front 
of George Clooney at a Cannes party. 
Her music is described as pop, with 
influence from the 40s and 50s swing 
era. She performs at various jazz festi-
vals and has appeared at Glastonbury 
Festival. The selection we played on 
Wednesday was from her new album 
which is a collection of rare Gershwin 
songs. She sang beautifully and looked 
extraordinarily glamorous in a slinky 
long black number.

Cossack Fire Dance was a real crowd 
pleaser, featuring several amazingly 
talented soloists including a clarinet, 
a euphonium, a trumpet and a trom-
bone. It was an exciting and enjoyable 
piece and the audience joined in with 
some enthusiastic clapping! A fantas-
tic rendition of Crown Imperial ended 
with an organ solo which filled the 
whole room with a sense of grandeur. 
The piece has been played at the Coro-

nation of King George VI and that of 
Queen Elizabeth II, and now at Impe-
rial College London!

Finally the concert closed with the 
traditional play-off for the band of the 
Coldstream Guards, the Regimental 
March, representing the link between 
the band and the regiment, followed 
by The National Anthem. The guests 
departed from the Great Hall buzzing 
with enthusiasm for wind bands and 
music in Imperial College!

A few lucky members of the band 
made their way to the Tanaka Foyer 
where they were wined and dined 
in true Imperial style. Lord Profes-
sor Robert Winston rounded off the 
evening with a particularly amusing 
and memorable speech. Meanwhile, in 
the SCR, the rest of the musicians were 
having a real knees-up with a fantastic 
meal laid on by the same team. Finally, 
after a very long and tiring day of re-
hearsals and socialising, we all made 
our way home for some well earned 
rest.

All-in-all the day was a huge success, 
from rehearsals to concert to dinner. 
The concert was attended by over 350 
people who came and enjoyed the re-
sults of our labours. The money raised 
will be used to provide a music schol-
arship for an Imperial College student 
which will be known as the Coldstream 
Guards Scholarship.

IC Winds would like to thank Mel 
Tamplin for his vision, dedication and 
enthusiasm, the College Events team 
for putting together such a wonderful 
day and of course Lieutenant Colo-
nel Graham Jones and the band of 
the Coldstream Guards for coming to 
share their expertise with us.

To see video clips and read more 
about Wind Power, visit www.impe-
rial.ac.uk/news. If you�re interested in 
Imperial College Winds, would like to 
see us again or want to come along and 
get involved, there�s more information 
on our website: www.union.ic.ac.uk/
arts/windband.

“What had started 
as a small event 
escalated into the 
exciting spectacle that 
took over the College 
on Wednesday night”

“The programme 
took a lighter turn 
with popular Beatles 
hits including With a 
Little Help From my 
Friends, When I’m 
Sixty-four, Yellow 
Submarine and Hey 
Jude”

“The guests departed 
from the Great 
Hall buzzing with 
enthusiasm for wind 
bands and music in 
Imperial College!”

Lord Professor Robert Winston performs “My Funny Valentine” to all on alto-saxophone

IC Winds and The Coldstream Guards produce a lot of Wind Power in the Great Hall
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I watched the weather report for 
the weekend shortly before leav-
ing for Wales. There was one 
word which stuck out: storm. 
And yes there it was, a giant 

white twirly thing approaching Wales 
from Ireland. 

This thought was momentarily for-
gotten as I met friends old and new 
at the union and we prepared for de-
parture. Nathaniel then revealed his 
�brilliant idea� and said that because of 
the greater numbers of people on the 
trip, we would be strapping our bags to 
the roof-rack, secured with a tarpaulin 
called Gilbert and a set of straps called 
Bloody-Difficult-To-Use. It was a good 
idea for the windless streets of London 
and gave us much needed room in the 
minibus for the 6-hour trip. The dinner 
break in Warwick was characteristic of 
the fellwanderers in that food was fol-
lowed by an urgent trip to stock up on 
alcohol and chocolate.

Arriving at the hut at 1:30am, after 
minimum problems getting visas at the 
heavily-guarded Welsh border, sud-
denly Gilbert became our foe. In strong 
wind and driving rain, Chris and myself 
climbed onto the roof to undo Bloody-
Difficult-To-Use and toss off Gilbert to 
get at the bags. In the space of 5 min-
utes all the bags were wet. There then 
followed the several rituals of turning 
round the minibus, finding beds and 
making tea. 

The Saturday morning greeted us 
with driving wind and low cloud. We 
were doing the Nantlle Ridge behind 
the hut and within walking distance,. 
The surrounding mountains were suit-
able eerie as we gathered outside to 
start the walk. Cloud obscured every-
thing more than 200m above our heads 
and the dampened light brought out 
the cracks in the rocks and the nearby 
houses. It was not raining but every-
thing was damp, the kind that gets to 
you straight away. Dom had other plans 
and wore 7 layers to keep warm, which 
quickly reduced him into a sweating 
wreck which was de-clothed as quickly 
as possible.

Our ascent up to the ridge into the 
cloud was steep. Gavin compensated 
for tiredness and cold by bringing out 
a bottle of port and hurriedly opening 
it. This and Jim�s Father Christmas hat 
gave us a festive look which was a brave 
effort since we saw hardly anyone else 
on the hill that day. Once in the cloud 
we were relying on the maps and  even-
tually found our way up a grassy slope 
to the lunch spot inside a walled circu-
lar pen. Everyone held their breath as 
Jim tried the fig jelly which somehow 
had found its way into the rations, but 
he gave it the thumbs up. The lunch 
break was followed by a scramble along 
a ridge, using wet rocks as hand-holds 
and creeping along through the strong 
wind. The views sometimes cleared 
down to the valley, but mostly the only 
vision we had was grey streaking past 
and whistling through the rocks. 

We descended out of the clouds into 
a forest, which was a welcome change 
from the sodden grass of the hills. Our 
course followed a clever idea that some 
crazy hill-person thought up to annoy 
everyone else � the stream and the path 
were the same thing. After descending 
this with much slipping, we eventu-
ally found a proper path which took us 
through the woods and back onto the 
hillside. And there it was, in the dis-
tance; the pub. The warm fire and lo-
cal ales immediately took the damp out 
of us and the group soon divided into 
those who got puddings, and those 

who simply fell asleep. A quick drive 
back, beautiful cooking by several �vol-
unteers� under the whip of Charlie, and 
the tutoring of the club in Australian 
card games, took us into the night. Af-
ter a few hours of sweltering under the 
heat of the stove which was burning at 
a balmy billion degrees Celsius, every-
one slowly drifted off to bed.

On Sunday we tried to do the Gly-
ders. It was the shortest day of the year. 
For those that do not know the Glyders, 
they are a few mountains which form 
a ridge several miles long and have 
some of the most beautiful views in 
Snowdonia. Their peaks are covered in 
thousands of boulders littered around 
like shattered egg-shell and which 
make even the calmest days seem mys-
tical. This was not a calm day. 

We got up onto the ridge via the 
Devil�s Kitchen, a beautiful climb up a 
cliff surrounded by the black buttress-
es of the Glyders and Y Garn. At this 
point the wind had not picked up and 
the climb had a very lord-of-the-rings 
feel as the cloud came down to meet 
us. This led to some classic discussions 
as to who would be the group Golum, 
which I will not repeat here. It would 
have been easy to believe we were in 
middle earth as we saw no one else 
on the hills, except for a giant spider 
called Shelob that had to be defeated 
before lunch.

The rocks, sky and grass were a 

soggy grey and soon we were too. As 
the group stretched out we lost our-
selves in the mist and all too often, all 
I could see of the others were darker 
patches in the dark grey, in front and 
behind. The wind was the worst part, 
and by lunchtime we were pretty damn 
miserable. A few of us got warmed up 
by climbing over the top of Castell y 
Gwynt, a picturesque of somewhat 
absurdly dangerous rock formation 
above a thousand foot drop. This led 
to the sensible decision to get off the 
mountains as fast as we could. Chris, 
map in hand, led the charge with the 
battle-cry of a hardened hill-walker 
and strode off down a slope. Soon we 
were all lost. This wasn�t actually Chris� 
fault but a more general joint fuck-up 
by all the map readers, and the prob-
lem that what was meant to be a slope 
was actually flat. 

We gave ourselves confidence by 
murmuring �I think it should be a bit 
more to the left� and eventually found 
the lake which meant we had gone too 
far. It was only a matter of tracking 
back a bit to find the path down top 
the valley, and we were finally on our 
way out of the cloud. Spirits perked as 
we descended and began to get a view 
of the road far beneath us, the happiest 
I have ever been to see a car.

Two hours later and we were safely 
installed in a cafØ in Capel Curig which 
had hot chocolate and cake, and whose 

shop stocked more wine than anything 
else. We all slowly warmed up. That 
night was much like the last and in-
volved us being visited by werewolves 
from Moldova and Austria. I am 
pleased to say we used the shortest day 
of the year well.

Monday was our last day in Wales 
and the morning was spent pack-
ing and loading up the minibus. This 
meant the annoying task of replacing 
the batteries of all the fire alarms that 
go off regardless of whether there is a 
fire or not. We managed to finish this 
in good time, and Nathaniel returned 
from driving Heike to the station, look-
ing surprisingly perky from having got 
up at 4:30am. 

It was a short drive to Llanberis from 
where we would be starting our last 
walk. The Pete�s Eats CafØ was open 
and welcoming but, true hill-walkers, 
we went straight past it and wandered 
through some fields towards a hill next 
to Snowdon. The prospect of walking 
straight into a cafØ upon our return 
gave us the needed inspiration to go 
back up into the grey mass that hung 
above us. Our approach to the hill was 
easy enough, with views back down to 
Llanberis and of the lowest few hun-
dred metres of Snowdon. The plan had 
been to climb up to the ridge via a scree 
slope which looked good on the map. 
What we had not realised was that be-
tween us and the scree slope was a bog, 

crossed by several streams flowing into 
the lake at the base of Snowdon. This 
seemed like a bad idea for the final day 
before a long drive back to London, so 
instead we went straight up the steep 
hill to our right which would eventu-
ally lead to the summit we were aim-
ing for. Covering this slope was our 
old friend Gorse, which was helpfully 
spiky. We used our hands to climb the 
slope and nothing much eventful hap-
pened before we took shelter in a stone 
shelter on top for lunch. There is no 
need to describe the views; they were 
the same as the previous two days. We 
spent a good few hours in Pete�s Eats 
before boarding the minibus for the re-
turn journey. It was good to see the ice 
cream shop open in December. Only 
Wales. 

All in all, the winter tour was a great 
success. The company, the food and 
the luxury mountain hut made up for 
the grim weather. Even though there 
were hardly any views for the three 
days we walked and we were constant-
ly buffeted by gales, rain and cloud, I 
think everyone secretly enjoyed the 
weather. There were a few other people 
on the hills that weekend, but certainly 
no other groups of 19! All those 19 cer-
tainly showed that we love the hills for 
their own sake. You could almost say 
�we choose to go to Wales in December 
and do the other thing, not because it 
is easy, but because it is hard�. 

Walking with their heads in a cloud 
Fellwanderers made their way to Snowdonia for a winter tour Alex Kendall tells felix about their adventures

You would think this lot might have learned by now that walking in Wales in the winter is likely leave them very cold and wet. 
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IC Winds concert blows us away 
Anna Gooding reports on the Coldstream Guards band and IC Wind bands power performance

I mperial College Winds is a 
group of enthusiastic brass, 
woodwind and percussion 
players who meet weekly to 
rehearse. The music we play 

ranges from folk songs, film scores and 
marches, to concertos and beyond. So 
far this term we have been concentrat-
ing on the Wind Power repertoire but 
our concert on the 24th of March will 
include Philip Sparke�s A Lindisfarne 
Rhapsody which will feature our prin-
cipal flautist Phin Chooi.

In September one of our trumpeters, 
Mel Tamplin (a member of staff in the 
College), had the idea of arranging a 
workshop day with a professional wind 
band. He contacted The Coldstream 
Guards who agreed to come down to 
Imperial and spend a day teaching us 
all they know!  He mentioned the plan 
to friends and other staff colleagues, 
and what had started as a small event 
escalated into the exciting spectacle 
that took over the College on Wednes-
day night. 

The Coldstream Regiment of Foot 
Guards is the oldest corps by continu-

ous existence in the British Army, hav-
ing been formed in 1650. The band 
of the Coldstream Guards performs 
regularly at state ceremonial events 
across London and beyond, and has 
just recently returned from a tour of 
the United States of America. Due to a 
wealth of talented musicians, the band 

can appear as a small fanfare team, a 
marching band, a jazz band or, as was 
seen on Wednesday, a wind band. The 
band is directed by Lieutenant Colonel 
Graham Jones MBE who lead Wednes-

day�s afternoon rehearsal and evening 
concert, as well as having joined us 
at two Tuesday evening rehearsals 
previously. 

The day began with intimate re-
hearsals in small sections based in the 
Union and in the Blyth Centre. Some 
of our band members even managed 
to have one-on-one tuition with a pro-
fessional musician. At lunchtime six of 
the Guards performed three fanfares, 
two on Dalby court and one under the 
Queen�s Tower.  We stood back and 
watched in awe whilst selling tick-
ets for the evening�s concert to other 
equally impressed staff and students. 
In the afternoon we all joined together 
and rehearsed en masse in the Great 
Hall. As the two full-size wind bands 
came together, there were around sixty 
players on one stage and we made a 
truly formidable sound. 

The concert began at 6.30 with the 
Guards looking very smart in their su-
perb red uniforms and IC Winds dolled 
up in their Wind Power T-shirts. Lieu-
tenant Colonel Graham Jones joined 
us on stage wearing an all black uni-
form with white gloves and donned 
with medals. We opened with HRH 
Duke of Cambridge March: an uplift-
ing, jolly march which set the scene 
for the concert. The programme took 
a lighter turn with Echoes of an Era 
which featured several popular Beatles 

hits including With a Little Help From 
my Friends, When I�m Sixty-four, 
Michelle, Yellow Submarine and Hey 
Jude. The arrangement showed that 
Beatles music really has stood the test 
of time, with the audience appreciating 
each popular and familiar tune. This 
was followed by Imperial Echoes a 
short march which was chosen for the 
evening�s performance to represent 
the new link between the Band of The 
Coldstream Guards and Imperial Col-
lege London.

The next piece was an arrangement 
of Welsh, Scottish, Northern Irish and 
English traditional tunes - A Very Brit-
ish Tribute. The selection included 
Danny Boy, Londonderry Air, World 
in Union and I Vow to Thee My Coun-
try. The arrangement was written by 

the Guards� band master and featured 
a tremendous male vocal solo.  Lord 
Professor Robert Winston was then in-
vited up on stage to join the band for 
My Funny Valentine on his alto saxo-
phone. This arrangement was a real 

trombone show-piece which featured 
the Guards� principal trombonist Col-
our Sergeant David Desmond.

Next jazz singer Victoria Hart joined 
us to perform a selection of three 
pieces from her new album, �The Lost 
Gershwin�. Victoria Hart has become 
affectionately known as the �Singing 
Waitress� due to exchanging her job 
in a restaurant for performing in front 
of George Clooney at a Cannes party. 
Her music is described as pop, with 
influence from the 40s and 50s swing 
era. She performs at various jazz festi-
vals and has appeared at Glastonbury 
Festival. The selection we played on 
Wednesday was from her new album 
which is a collection of rare Gershwin 
songs. She sang beautifully and looked 
extraordinarily glamorous in a slinky 
long black number.

Cossack Fire Dance was a real crowd 
pleaser, featuring several amazingly 
talented soloists including a clarinet, 
a euphonium, a trumpet and a trom-
bone. It was an exciting and enjoyable 
piece and the audience joined in with 
some enthusiastic clapping! A fantas-
tic rendition of Crown Imperial ended 
with an organ solo which filled the 
whole room with a sense of grandeur. 
The piece has been played at the Coro-

nation of King George VI and that of 
Queen Elizabeth II, and now at Impe-
rial College London!

Finally the concert closed with the 
traditional play-off for the band of the 
Coldstream Guards, the Regimental 
March, representing the link between 
the band and the regiment, followed 
by The National Anthem. The guests 
departed from the Great Hall buzzing 
with enthusiasm for wind bands and 
music in Imperial College!

A few lucky members of the band 
made their way to the Tanaka Foyer 
where they were wined and dined 
in true Imperial style. Lord Profes-
sor Robert Winston rounded off the 
evening with a particularly amusing 
and memorable speech. Meanwhile, in 
the SCR, the rest of the musicians were 
having a real knees-up with a fantastic 
meal laid on by the same team. Finally, 
after a very long and tiring day of re-
hearsals and socialising, we all made 
our way home for some well earned 
rest.

All-in-all the day was a huge success, 
from rehearsals to concert to dinner. 
The concert was attended by over 350 
people who came and enjoyed the re-
sults of our labours. The money raised 
will be used to provide a music schol-
arship for an Imperial College student 
which will be known as the Coldstream 
Guards Scholarship.

IC Winds would like to thank Mel 
Tamplin for his vision, dedication and 
enthusiasm, the College Events team 
for putting together such a wonderful 
day and of course Lieutenant Colo-
nel Graham Jones and the band of 
the Coldstream Guards for coming to 
share their expertise with us.

To see video clips and read more 
about Wind Power, visit www.impe-
rial.ac.uk/news. If you�re interested in 
Imperial College Winds, would like to 
see us again or want to come along and 
get involved, there�s more information 
on our website: www.union.ic.ac.uk/
arts/windband.

“What had started 
as a small event 
escalated into the 
exciting spectacle that 
took over the College 
on Wednesday night”

“The programme 
took a lighter turn 
with popular Beatles 
hits including With a 
Little Help From my 
Friends, When I’m 
Sixty-four, Yellow 
Submarine and Hey 
Jude”

“The guests departed 
from the Great 
Hall buzzing with 
enthusiasm for wind 
bands and music in 
Imperial College!”

Lord Professor Robert Winston performs “My Funny Valentine” to all on alto-saxophone

IC Winds and The Coldstream Guards produce a lot of Wind Power in the Great Hall
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I watched the weather report for 
the weekend shortly before leav-
ing for Wales. There was one 
word which stuck out: storm. 
And yes there it was, a giant 

white twirly thing approaching Wales 
from Ireland. 

This thought was momentarily for-
gotten as I met friends old and new 
at the union and we prepared for de-
parture. Nathaniel then revealed his 
�brilliant idea� and said that because of 
the greater numbers of people on the 
trip, we would be strapping our bags to 
the roof-rack, secured with a tarpaulin 
called Gilbert and a set of straps called 
Bloody-Difficult-To-Use. It was a good 
idea for the windless streets of London 
and gave us much needed room in the 
minibus for the 6-hour trip. The dinner 
break in Warwick was characteristic of 
the fellwanderers in that food was fol-
lowed by an urgent trip to stock up on 
alcohol and chocolate.

Arriving at the hut at 1:30am, after 
minimum problems getting visas at the 
heavily-guarded Welsh border, sud-
denly Gilbert became our foe. In strong 
wind and driving rain, Chris and myself 
climbed onto the roof to undo Bloody-
Difficult-To-Use and toss off Gilbert to 
get at the bags. In the space of 5 min-
utes all the bags were wet. There then 
followed the several rituals of turning 
round the minibus, finding beds and 
making tea. 

The Saturday morning greeted us 
with driving wind and low cloud. We 
were doing the Nantlle Ridge behind 
the hut and within walking distance,. 
The surrounding mountains were suit-
able eerie as we gathered outside to 
start the walk. Cloud obscured every-
thing more than 200m above our heads 
and the dampened light brought out 
the cracks in the rocks and the nearby 
houses. It was not raining but every-
thing was damp, the kind that gets to 
you straight away. Dom had other plans 
and wore 7 layers to keep warm, which 
quickly reduced him into a sweating 
wreck which was de-clothed as quickly 
as possible.

Our ascent up to the ridge into the 
cloud was steep. Gavin compensated 
for tiredness and cold by bringing out 
a bottle of port and hurriedly opening 
it. This and Jim�s Father Christmas hat 
gave us a festive look which was a brave 
effort since we saw hardly anyone else 
on the hill that day. Once in the cloud 
we were relying on the maps and  even-
tually found our way up a grassy slope 
to the lunch spot inside a walled circu-
lar pen. Everyone held their breath as 
Jim tried the fig jelly which somehow 
had found its way into the rations, but 
he gave it the thumbs up. The lunch 
break was followed by a scramble along 
a ridge, using wet rocks as hand-holds 
and creeping along through the strong 
wind. The views sometimes cleared 
down to the valley, but mostly the only 
vision we had was grey streaking past 
and whistling through the rocks. 

We descended out of the clouds into 
a forest, which was a welcome change 
from the sodden grass of the hills. Our 
course followed a clever idea that some 
crazy hill-person thought up to annoy 
everyone else � the stream and the path 
were the same thing. After descending 
this with much slipping, we eventu-
ally found a proper path which took us 
through the woods and back onto the 
hillside. And there it was, in the dis-
tance; the pub. The warm fire and lo-
cal ales immediately took the damp out 
of us and the group soon divided into 
those who got puddings, and those 

who simply fell asleep. A quick drive 
back, beautiful cooking by several �vol-
unteers� under the whip of Charlie, and 
the tutoring of the club in Australian 
card games, took us into the night. Af-
ter a few hours of sweltering under the 
heat of the stove which was burning at 
a balmy billion degrees Celsius, every-
one slowly drifted off to bed.

On Sunday we tried to do the Gly-
ders. It was the shortest day of the year. 
For those that do not know the Glyders, 
they are a few mountains which form 
a ridge several miles long and have 
some of the most beautiful views in 
Snowdonia. Their peaks are covered in 
thousands of boulders littered around 
like shattered egg-shell and which 
make even the calmest days seem mys-
tical. This was not a calm day. 

We got up onto the ridge via the 
Devil�s Kitchen, a beautiful climb up a 
cliff surrounded by the black buttress-
es of the Glyders and Y Garn. At this 
point the wind had not picked up and 
the climb had a very lord-of-the-rings 
feel as the cloud came down to meet 
us. This led to some classic discussions 
as to who would be the group Golum, 
which I will not repeat here. It would 
have been easy to believe we were in 
middle earth as we saw no one else 
on the hills, except for a giant spider 
called Shelob that had to be defeated 
before lunch.

The rocks, sky and grass were a 

soggy grey and soon we were too. As 
the group stretched out we lost our-
selves in the mist and all too often, all 
I could see of the others were darker 
patches in the dark grey, in front and 
behind. The wind was the worst part, 
and by lunchtime we were pretty damn 
miserable. A few of us got warmed up 
by climbing over the top of Castell y 
Gwynt, a picturesque of somewhat 
absurdly dangerous rock formation 
above a thousand foot drop. This led 
to the sensible decision to get off the 
mountains as fast as we could. Chris, 
map in hand, led the charge with the 
battle-cry of a hardened hill-walker 
and strode off down a slope. Soon we 
were all lost. This wasn�t actually Chris� 
fault but a more general joint fuck-up 
by all the map readers, and the prob-
lem that what was meant to be a slope 
was actually flat. 

We gave ourselves confidence by 
murmuring �I think it should be a bit 
more to the left� and eventually found 
the lake which meant we had gone too 
far. It was only a matter of tracking 
back a bit to find the path down top 
the valley, and we were finally on our 
way out of the cloud. Spirits perked as 
we descended and began to get a view 
of the road far beneath us, the happiest 
I have ever been to see a car.

Two hours later and we were safely 
installed in a cafØ in Capel Curig which 
had hot chocolate and cake, and whose 

shop stocked more wine than anything 
else. We all slowly warmed up. That 
night was much like the last and in-
volved us being visited by werewolves 
from Moldova and Austria. I am 
pleased to say we used the shortest day 
of the year well.

Monday was our last day in Wales 
and the morning was spent pack-
ing and loading up the minibus. This 
meant the annoying task of replacing 
the batteries of all the fire alarms that 
go off regardless of whether there is a 
fire or not. We managed to finish this 
in good time, and Nathaniel returned 
from driving Heike to the station, look-
ing surprisingly perky from having got 
up at 4:30am. 

It was a short drive to Llanberis from 
where we would be starting our last 
walk. The Pete�s Eats CafØ was open 
and welcoming but, true hill-walkers, 
we went straight past it and wandered 
through some fields towards a hill next 
to Snowdon. The prospect of walking 
straight into a cafØ upon our return 
gave us the needed inspiration to go 
back up into the grey mass that hung 
above us. Our approach to the hill was 
easy enough, with views back down to 
Llanberis and of the lowest few hun-
dred metres of Snowdon. The plan had 
been to climb up to the ridge via a scree 
slope which looked good on the map. 
What we had not realised was that be-
tween us and the scree slope was a bog, 

crossed by several streams flowing into 
the lake at the base of Snowdon. This 
seemed like a bad idea for the final day 
before a long drive back to London, so 
instead we went straight up the steep 
hill to our right which would eventu-
ally lead to the summit we were aim-
ing for. Covering this slope was our 
old friend Gorse, which was helpfully 
spiky. We used our hands to climb the 
slope and nothing much eventful hap-
pened before we took shelter in a stone 
shelter on top for lunch. There is no 
need to describe the views; they were 
the same as the previous two days. We 
spent a good few hours in Pete�s Eats 
before boarding the minibus for the re-
turn journey. It was good to see the ice 
cream shop open in December. Only 
Wales. 

All in all, the winter tour was a great 
success. The company, the food and 
the luxury mountain hut made up for 
the grim weather. Even though there 
were hardly any views for the three 
days we walked and we were constant-
ly buffeted by gales, rain and cloud, I 
think everyone secretly enjoyed the 
weather. There were a few other people 
on the hills that weekend, but certainly 
no other groups of 19! All those 19 cer-
tainly showed that we love the hills for 
their own sake. You could almost say 
�we choose to go to Wales in December 
and do the other thing, not because it 
is easy, but because it is hard�. 

Walking with their heads in a cloud 
Fellwanderers made their way to Snowdonia for a winter tour Alex Kendall tells felix about their adventures

You would think this lot might have learned by now that walking in Wales in the winter is likely leave them very cold and wet. 
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EWB must be the best society at Im-
perial. What other society gives you 
the opportunity to live in far-flung 
parts of the world with local people for 
weeks over the summer, gives you free 
events like the photo exhibition last 
Monday, organises talks for you with 
some of the most influential people in 
the world, and gives you all the other 
miscellaneous treats and events that 

Engineers without borders
Joe Corcoran tells felix how Engineers Without Borders are 
�removing the barriers to development using engineering�

E ngineers Without Borders-
Imperial is one of around 
20 university branches that 
makes up Engineers With-
out Borders-UK. The focus 

of EWB is �to remove the barriers to 
development using engineering�; what 
makes us unique from various other 
charities with similar aims is that EWB 
is run by students, for students. EWB 
is not just for engineers � many of our 
placements are not degree specific 
and can often just require mathemati-
cal competence, a scientific outlook 
or project management skills. Almost 
all of our other events can be enjoyed 
just as much by non-engineers as 
engineers.

only EWB could? (On that note if any-
one would like to come on a trip down 
the London Sewers, let me know!)

Most people associate EWB with the 
summer placements in international 
development. The beauty of an EWB 

placement is that they utilise the skills 
you picked up by nearly killing yourself 
to pass Imperial exams. This tends to 
mean that you�re doing something that 
not a lot of people in the world could 
do and hence you are probably doing 
something of genuine worth and use-
fulness. You can rest assured that, on 
the whole, EWB placements are more 
useful than the majority of other gap 
year voluntary schemes where you pay 

a UK company to fly across the world 
to pat a baby lion on the head. Engi-
neering development is notoriously 
hard to get into as a graduate with 
little experience. EWB gives students 
the opportunity to gain that first bit of 
experience that is invaluable when ap-
plying to graduate organisations like 
RedR.

If you would like to find out more 
about placements, come along to the 
2009 Placements Launch event on 9th 
Feb, Mech Eng Room 342, 5.30pm.

Speaking of RedR, as you read this 
Martin McCann is probably speak-
ing in Mech Eng Room 342 (Fri 30th, 
12.30-13.30). Martin McCann is the 
chief executive of RedR and must be  
one of the most experienced and quali-
fied men in development and disaster 
relief in the world. This promises to be 
an informative and inspiring talk so if 
it�s not too late; get running and come 
listen! If it is too late then not to worry, 
become a member and we�ll let you 
know when our next talk is!

EWB really does have something for 
everyone, engineer or not. We have 

when applying to the likes of ARUP 
or Mott MacDonald, a couple of our 
biggest sponsors. EWB is such a well 
known and deserving cause that at-
tending any national events is bound 
to see you rubbing shoulders with all 
the right people.

Last summer three Imperial students 
went on EWB placements. Amongst 
these was Patricia Steven, 4th year 
Mech Eng, who conducted an impact 
study into the existing improved cook-
stove in Kathmandu, Nepal. The work 
included background research, com-
munity surveys, field testing, results 
analysis and reporting. Patricia reports 
back �Practically everyone studying at 
Imperial has the opportunity to go on 
an EWB placement from first year en-
try summer placements to advanced 
post graduate work. Working with 
EWB as a student is the best oppor-
tunity you have to gain a placement in 
development and it is certainly an ex-
perience that I will never forget.�

If you would like to get involved in 
or have any questions, please email 
guilds.ewb@imperial.ac.uk

just launched our schools outreach 
programme, had a successful photo ex-
hibition, guest speakers dropping by al-
most by the week, got a weekend train-
ing workshop coming up and that�s not 
to mention the social events! We have 

been out for an authentic Ethiopian 
meal at the weirdest restaurant I have 
ever been in and have camping trips, 
nights out and the EWB �Battle of the 
Bands� in the pipeline.

On a more superficial note, with the 
credit of everything mentioned above, 
getting involved in EWB provides a 
gem of a line on any CV. Especially 

“You’re doing 
something that not 
a lot of people could 
do and are probably 
doing something of 
genuine worth”

“If anyone would like 
to come on a trip 
down the London 
Sewers, let me 
know!”

So when did you first 
find out what an en-
gineer was? Several 
non-engineers have 
told me that if they 

had known about engineering 
while at school, they might have 
chosen it for their degree. With 
this in mind, three of us from 
EWB set off to Christ College, 
Finchley on Wednesday 21st to 
do a workshop on ‘Water for the 
World’, including a presentation 
on water sources, treatment and 
appropriate technology. After 
this, we created crude water 
filters out of plastic bottles and 
several filtering materials. They 
were used to filter muddy water, 
with varying results!

The aim of EWB outreach mot-
to is “to Inspire Today’s Youth to 
Engineer a Fairer Future”.  A lot 
of people, especially children, 
don’t know what is involved in 
being an engineer, maybe due to the range of jobs that can be done by one. The skills that are learned 
by engineers can be used outside the traditional workplace and this is what EWB aims to get across. 
Engineers can make a real difference in people’s lives by helping to build electricity generators, water 
supplies or whatever is needed by people who can’t afford (or don’t have the skills) to do it themselves. 
The outreach programme aims to get young people impassioned about international development and 
the possibilities of taking an active role in improving people’s lives. Although this may not be as exotic 
or glamorous as spending a few weeks in a far-flung part of the world, spending a couple of hours mess-
ing about with plastic bottles and muddy water can be quite rewarding and breaks the monotony of an 
otherwise dull week at Imperial!

Every year EWB has a photo compe-
tition of images taken by students on 
placements in international develop-
ment. These photos illustrate the pow-
er engineers have to change the world 
and go some way towards capturing 
the incredible experience of going on 
an EWB placement. The exhibition has 
travelled around other EWB branches 
around the country but at Imperial the 
exhibition had an addition role almost 
unique to the college. It has been said 
that EWB is the most powerful force 
in keeping graduates from moving 
into banking. The photos show the 
huge impact any engineer can have in 
changing the world for the better; no 
placement volunteer can lead a con-
tent life in banking after experiencing 
the power they posses as an engineer.

The photos captured all the aspects 
of an EWB placement; not only the en-
gineering worked on, but the culture, 
the country, and most importantly the 
people and the impact that it has had 
on local life. 

This year�s winner was Joe Mulli-
gan with his photo of school children 
crossing a bridge he helped build. As 
Thalia Konaris, former Imperial stu-
dent, and former co-CEO of EWB-UK 
explains �Soweto East School Kids was 
chosen because it has a very original 
and appealing composition, it visu-
ally captures the essence of the project 
combining final product with its most 
critical users and also because it high-
lights the term appropriate in technol-
ogies for international development.�

We were fortunate enough to have 
the exhibition sponsored by the Insti-
tute of Mechanical Engineers. Andrew 
Lamb the CEO of EWB-UK spoke at 

Engineers Without Borders – Joe Corcoran, EWB-Imperial President “removing the barriers to development using engineering”

the event in front of the packed Mech 
Eng Concourse saying �It is so good to 
see so many students from the cutting 
edge of science and engineering here 
taking an interest in development. I 
hope they are all inspired by the photos 
to go and use their skills to make the 
changes the world desperately needs.�

The Institute of Mechanical Engi-
neers were so enthusiastic about our 
exhibition that they asked if they could 
host a day of the exhibition and re-
ception evening. Last Wednesday the 
Marble Hall at the IMechE HQ was full 
to the brim with senior representatives 
from various institutes, companies and 
charities involved in development. Ri-
chard Cunliffe, an Imperial student 
who has been on an EWB placement 
spoke at the event and tells us that �it 
is great to have the opportunity to ac-
tually show so many important people 
the good work EWB has done. I�m sure 
EWB-Imperial and the IMechE will 
have plenty of opportunity to work to-
gether in the future.�

 Andrew Lamb told assembled stu-
dents: �The population of the world 
has tripled in my grandmother�s life-
time and it�s going to at least double 
again just in my working life. 1.2 bil-
lion people don�t have access to safe 
drinking water, 2.4 billion people don�t 
have access to safe sanitation, 820mil-
lion are underfed and 1.1 billion people 
are overfed, 3 billion people have never 
made a telephone call and 3 billion 
people have no grid electricity supply. 
One out of every two people on this 
Earth lives in a city and one-third of 
them, about 1 billion people, are living 
in slums. 

The greatest engineering challenge 
of our time is not the Burj Dubai, is not 
the London Olympics or Crossrail, the 
return to the Moon or a manned mis-

Exhibition of photography taken on 
Engineers Without Borders placements

Joe Corcoran 
Imperial EWB President
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Thomas Hills talks to felix about outreach projects run by Imperial 
Engineers Without Borders in local schools
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Lily Ryan-Colins working with members of the El Abra community
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PHOTO:Drew Corbyn

EWB volunteers help to assemble a wind turbine in the Philippines

Andrew Lamb talking to students in the Mech Eng foyer

sion to Mars, the development of car-
bon nanotubes or new forms of fuel. 
The greatest engineering challenge of 
our time is captured in these photo-
graphs this evening. It�s the challenge 
of people. We have to work together 
to inspire engineers to meet this chal-
lenge. And there�s a great deal of work 
to be done.�

Some of the photographs featured in  
the exhibition can be see below. Below-
top, titled �Chimney Construction�, was 
taken by Dan Reader. The image fea-
tures EWB-UK placement volunteer 
Lily Ryan-Collins as she works with 
members of the El Abra community in 
Ecuador to construct a chimney for a 
new cooking stove being demonstrated 
in the community.

Today around 700 million people are 
at increased risk of acute respiratory 
infections because of smoke inhalation 
from burning wood and fuels in the 
home. EWB-UK have been engaged 
in the design and dissemination of im-
proved stove and chimney designs for 
over four years in partnership with an 
Ecuadorian community based organi-
sation FAMUSOD. 

Below-bottom is a photograph 
by Drew Corbyn, titled �Philippines 
Windpower�, the photograph shows the 
assembly of a wind turbine on top of 
the tower before erection in Buli. Drew 
Corbyn has spent the past year work-
ing with Sibol ng Agham at Teknolo-
hiya or SIBAT, Inc. (Wellspring of 
Science and Technology) a non-profit 
and non-governmental organisation 
engaged in the promotion and devel-
opment of appropriate technology in 
the Philippines.

The photos will be used on the In-
stitute of Mechanical Engineers �En-
generation� website to inspire 14-19 
year olds to become engineers.
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some of the most influential people in 
the world, and gives you all the other 
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of EWB is �to remove the barriers to 
development using engineering�; what 
makes us unique from various other 
charities with similar aims is that EWB 
is run by students, for students. EWB 
is not just for engineers � many of our 
placements are not degree specific 
and can often just require mathemati-
cal competence, a scientific outlook 
or project management skills. Almost 
all of our other events can be enjoyed 
just as much by non-engineers as 
engineers.

only EWB could? (On that note if any-
one would like to come on a trip down 
the London Sewers, let me know!)

Most people associate EWB with the 
summer placements in international 
development. The beauty of an EWB 

placement is that they utilise the skills 
you picked up by nearly killing yourself 
to pass Imperial exams. This tends to 
mean that you�re doing something that 
not a lot of people in the world could 
do and hence you are probably doing 
something of genuine worth and use-
fulness. You can rest assured that, on 
the whole, EWB placements are more 
useful than the majority of other gap 
year voluntary schemes where you pay 

a UK company to fly across the world 
to pat a baby lion on the head. Engi-
neering development is notoriously 
hard to get into as a graduate with 
little experience. EWB gives students 
the opportunity to gain that first bit of 
experience that is invaluable when ap-
plying to graduate organisations like 
RedR.

If you would like to find out more 
about placements, come along to the 
2009 Placements Launch event on 9th 
Feb, Mech Eng Room 342, 5.30pm.

Speaking of RedR, as you read this 
Martin McCann is probably speak-
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12.30-13.30). Martin McCann is the 
chief executive of RedR and must be  
one of the most experienced and quali-
fied men in development and disaster 
relief in the world. This promises to be 
an informative and inspiring talk so if 
it�s not too late; get running and come 
listen! If it is too late then not to worry, 
become a member and we�ll let you 
know when our next talk is!

EWB really does have something for 
everyone, engineer or not. We have 

when applying to the likes of ARUP 
or Mott MacDonald, a couple of our 
biggest sponsors. EWB is such a well 
known and deserving cause that at-
tending any national events is bound 
to see you rubbing shoulders with all 
the right people.

Last summer three Imperial students 
went on EWB placements. Amongst 
these was Patricia Steven, 4th year 
Mech Eng, who conducted an impact 
study into the existing improved cook-
stove in Kathmandu, Nepal. The work 
included background research, com-
munity surveys, field testing, results 
analysis and reporting. Patricia reports 
back �Practically everyone studying at 
Imperial has the opportunity to go on 
an EWB placement from first year en-
try summer placements to advanced 
post graduate work. Working with 
EWB as a student is the best oppor-
tunity you have to gain a placement in 
development and it is certainly an ex-
perience that I will never forget.�

If you would like to get involved in 
or have any questions, please email 
guilds.ewb@imperial.ac.uk
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an EWB placement. The exhibition has 
travelled around other EWB branches 
around the country but at Imperial the 
exhibition had an addition role almost 
unique to the college. It has been said 
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the event in front of the packed Mech 
Eng Concourse saying �It is so good to 
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hope they are all inspired by the photos 
to go and use their skills to make the 
changes the world desperately needs.�

The Institute of Mechanical Engi-
neers were so enthusiastic about our 
exhibition that they asked if they could 
host a day of the exhibition and re-
ception evening. Last Wednesday the 
Marble Hall at the IMechE HQ was full 
to the brim with senior representatives 
from various institutes, companies and 
charities involved in development. Ri-
chard Cunliffe, an Imperial student 
who has been on an EWB placement 
spoke at the event and tells us that �it 
is great to have the opportunity to ac-
tually show so many important people 
the good work EWB has done. I�m sure 
EWB-Imperial and the IMechE will 
have plenty of opportunity to work to-
gether in the future.�

 Andrew Lamb told assembled stu-
dents: �The population of the world 
has tripled in my grandmother�s life-
time and it�s going to at least double 
again just in my working life. 1.2 bil-
lion people don�t have access to safe 
drinking water, 2.4 billion people don�t 
have access to safe sanitation, 820mil-
lion are underfed and 1.1 billion people 
are overfed, 3 billion people have never 
made a telephone call and 3 billion 
people have no grid electricity supply. 
One out of every two people on this 
Earth lives in a city and one-third of 
them, about 1 billion people, are living 
in slums. 

The greatest engineering challenge 
of our time is not the Burj Dubai, is not 
the London Olympics or Crossrail, the 
return to the Moon or a manned mis-
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sion to Mars, the development of car-
bon nanotubes or new forms of fuel. 
The greatest engineering challenge of 
our time is captured in these photo-
graphs this evening. It�s the challenge 
of people. We have to work together 
to inspire engineers to meet this chal-
lenge. And there�s a great deal of work 
to be done.�

Some of the photographs featured in  
the exhibition can be see below. Below-
top, titled �Chimney Construction�, was 
taken by Dan Reader. The image fea-
tures EWB-UK placement volunteer 
Lily Ryan-Collins as she works with 
members of the El Abra community in 
Ecuador to construct a chimney for a 
new cooking stove being demonstrated 
in the community.

Today around 700 million people are 
at increased risk of acute respiratory 
infections because of smoke inhalation 
from burning wood and fuels in the 
home. EWB-UK have been engaged 
in the design and dissemination of im-
proved stove and chimney designs for 
over four years in partnership with an 
Ecuadorian community based organi-
sation FAMUSOD. 

Below-bottom is a photograph 
by Drew Corbyn, titled �Philippines 
Windpower�, the photograph shows the 
assembly of a wind turbine on top of 
the tower before erection in Buli. Drew 
Corbyn has spent the past year work-
ing with Sibol ng Agham at Teknolo-
hiya or SIBAT, Inc. (Wellspring of 
Science and Technology) a non-profit 
and non-governmental organisation 
engaged in the promotion and devel-
opment of appropriate technology in 
the Philippines.

The photos will be used on the In-
stitute of Mechanical Engineers �En-
generation� website to inspire 14-19 
year olds to become engineers.




















