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FELIX UNDER FI

STATEMENT BY EDITOR

¥ )
At least one point of interest has
arisen from the brouhahe surrounding
the affairs of the late David Irving -
quite a few people aré suddenly aware
thet there are other student newspapers
around = other than the venerlble "
"Sennet". :

I refer, of course, to those copies
of. PI - the newspaper of University:Coll-
ege - wl"ich were on sale .in the Hall of
tne Union immediately. pmceeding .the
Irving fracas.
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These people have looked atPI and
then looked at "Pelix" - which appeared
shortly afterwards - and to their eyes,
the newspaper of thoir Union qame off

a very second best. In taoct, 11: seem=
ed to them that they were not being
served by their Union as they had the -
right to expect.

QUESTIONS

With thias in mind they have been
asking some questions. Some very pert-
inent and pointed questions! Within
one day I was asked the following:

Why ‘cannot’our newspaper be*
printed, as opposed to the peculiar
method thet is used now?"

"why cannot Felix be given et
least the general appearance of a
newspaper, in, of course, the lay-
out and headings$" *

*Why not maeke Pelix weekly?"and
finally, & very populer guestion =

"Why not include ndvortinnontl
Felix?‘ ¥ .
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Four good questions, and four that
carmot be ignored. It is at least some
comfort that the questioners have thought
about their own newspaper and would then
like to have a say in its appearance.

A2 they have every right to do - Pelix’
being the officiel organ = if you will
excuse the word - of: theé I.C. Union. ¢

FAULTS

We must however be realiatioc as to
the faults of Felix.  Compared:to the
glossy "art" paper that is used in the
printing of PI and the Cub, the surface
of Felix looks rether cheap and arude.
Gompared to the set type of the ssme-
sewspapers, the typewritten photoocopies
of the Felix pages look amsteurish.

The maln headings - the banners and sub-
are at the often all too ten-
der mercies of the man with the atencil.

At the last general Union meeting,
little laugh was raised by the fact
that the totsl profit from Felix - don-

ated to the Union funds - was the
princely sum of £2. A small amount
and an insignificant one compared to

, the vast turn-over of some other organ=-

isations.

But it was a profit of £2. The
glossy PI - the cause of this discon-
tent costs its Union between £200 and

:£400 per year, according to the differ-
snce between its printing bills and
the amount taken from sales. Some of
the ether newspapers in London oost
.their Unions more in subsidies and all
‘this on-a much lower readership!

Felix states proudly that it has
= oirculation of 1,500 - which is justi-
fied. True this oirculation has a ten-
dency to fluctuate being dependent on
the vagaries of exams, the weather and
whether your grant is pa‘d on a Friday.
But 1,500 is justified.

With all respect to the Cub and
%o FI and many others of their con-
temporaries, do you think that they are
giving their respective Unions several
hundred pounds worth of service. I
certainly do not think so. I do not
believe that The Imperial College
Union would be justified in approp-
riating some £200 of its funds in order
that Pelix should have type set up for
each issue.

ADVERTISING

As to advertising - Pelix sells
well enough now (for the purposes of
this argument) without £illing spaec
with adverts, that can be seen every-
where you turn - from the glossy mag-
azines to the television and along
every highway in Britain. Student
advertisements are always welcome and
have been a regular feature of Pelix
for a long time - but no “beer is best”
please.

Could Felix sppear weekly. It
oould do, without a doubt, btut it will
not do so under my editorship, nor, I
think, under the editorship of anyone
who has anything else to do at this
Colluge. He will soon find that the
customary fortnightly make-up takes
encugh time as it is. I doubt alsc
whether there is enough "hot" news
at this College to f£ill more than 2
pages each week. If the Union coula
be persuaded to pay out some more monsy
and employ at least two permanent staff
for their newspaper, then perhaps the
weakly Felix will hecome a possibility!

ARCHIE MACDONALD AT MOTSPUR PARK
SEE BACK PAGE

THE FUTURE

Is there any way of changing the
face of Felix without losing its uni=-
que character as a student newspaper?
The following remarks ere of a personal
nstrve - and have no official weight
for I speak only as an editor ( and
nearly a past editor) of this news-

paper.

I believe that the Linotype pro-
cess may offer s means of rroducing a
Felix whose appearance more closely
approximates to a printed newspeper =
and at very little inoreased cost - if
it is acceptable that Felix should
"break-even" rather than try to make
» bigger profit. The present Felix
printer is working on this idea and
maybe your first Felix of next year will
sonform to this requirement.

My feeling is that Pelix has grown
up - and it is time that he looked like
en adult.

Whatever the final solution chosen,
T feel sure that Felix will emerpe tri-
amohant, and with his usual grin.

We regret to announoce the death
of Mr. Richard Pont, M.P. for Clitherve,
Lancashire, who has been one of our
Governors since 1957, and also chairman
of the Parlismentary and Soientific
Committee.

Mr, Fort was killed when his
car was in a head-on sollision with a
ooach on the Oxford-Henley road last
Saturday, May 16th.

He leaves a widow and five ohildren.




FELIX

HALDANE

THE OFFICIAL OPENING CEREMONY.

On the 8th May the Haldane Library
was officially opened in its new premises
at 13 Princes Gardens. The opening
oeremony was performed by Mr. T.G.N.
Haldane, a nephew of Lord Haldane, the
founder.

The Reotor, as part of his intro-
duotory remarks said:-

"On the whole, whether they like it
or not, the yound scientists of today
are lisble to have increasingly diverse
parts to play in life. They will be-
¢ome mixed up with problems of ocommuni -
cation and of management; (perticularly
as they get older); with humen problems
and with value judgements. So, for
rether preotical reasons, it is import-
ant that their overall sducation should
be as broad as possible........

It has always seemed to me that the
provision of a good non-scientific
librery is an essential activity of a
solentific institution which aims to
educate rather than merely train. Such
& library was included in our plans for
expanision but unfortunately it came at
a rather late stage in the new buildings.
But when we aoguired Prince's Gardens we
had the chance of getting a flying start
and these rooms and this gathering today
is the result.”

Pinelly, the Rector olosed his int-
roduotion by introducing Mr. Haldane with
these words:-

"It is a great pleasure that the
opening is to be done by Mr. T.G.N.
Haldene his nephew. He has been a
most valued member of the Governing
Body for ten ysars. In the next room
you will find evidence of his keen in-
terest and generosity, the portrait of
his uncle, a set of Lord Haldane's
works and his biography by General
Maurice. Por these gifts and for what
he will do today we thank him very
mach.”

In reply, Mr. Haldane began by
mentioning his uncle and gave some
personal recollections of him, which
served to illustrate his great depth of

intellect.

(1left to right)
MR. T.G.N. HALDANE, VISCOUNT FALMOUTH,
AND THE RECTOR.

OPENING

We quote in full the last section
of his speech:-

"I have so frequently heard scien-
tists and engincers complaining that the
higher posts, whether it be in industry,
teaching or eny other field, are so
often reserved for those who are not
primarily scientists or technologists.

I have even heard it suggested that there
is a sort of conspiracy to keep soien-
tists and engineers out of the top
positions and give them to those who have
recieved a classical education.
this country has been slow to realize
the value of science and technology, I
feel myself the explanstion of the past
failure of scientists and engineers to
£111 the higher positions has been due
mainly to a oertain narrowness of out-
look or to excessive spécialisation at
too early a stage. Hence the old un-
fortunate tendency to regard soientists
and engineers simply as "specialists”,
A1l the top positions necessitate a
great deal of administrative work and
must be filled by those who can take a
braod point of view. They mst have
knowledge and experience in the handl-
ing of men, as well as materials.

I believe this narrowness of out-
loock is rapidly passing, and confident-
1y expect to see very many of the high-~
ost positions filled by those who have
been trained as soientists and techno-
logists, but whose knowledge and experi-
ence is not confined to soientifio
matters only. If your Rector will
kindly not listen for a moment I would .
like to suggest he is a very good exam-
ple of what I have in mind.

I hope this L;brary, which I under-
stand to be well stocked with non-
soientific and non-technical works, will
be of real value in enabling you to awek
that breadth of viewpoint which was a
characteristic of the man whose name is
being commemorated and I have very much

pleasure in declaring the Library open.

The above photograph is by Mr, P,
Pesacock

Although

TRAGIC DEATH

AN APPEAL

The college was shocked to learn
of the death of a well-known figure =
Mohemmed Said Taha - studying here for
a Fh.D. in Seology. He died in the
Hammersmith Hospital on May l4th, being
80 unfortunate as to be fatally allergic
to penicillin.

Only two students won scholarships
in Syria to ocarry out studies in Geology
in this country. The other was Mr.
J.N. Khouri, who has written this

"Mohammed Said Taha, was the son of
a farmer, was bori in 1923 in the small
market town of Dv aa in Syria. His
secondary education was completed in
Demasous from where he won a scholar-
ship = in 1951 - to come t> this ccantry.

His early life, working a- razst the
people and amongst the in‘ellactuals
had assured him an essen' ially tumani-
tarian character who realisei that
responsibility for helping hc¢se more
unfortunate rested upon the individial
himself,

Academioally, he was brilliant,
ooming top in the final exam. In 1957
he was registered for a Fh.D. The first
chapter was comglete bafore his death.
His recent work has been described as
"the major geological discovery of the
last two decades".

Extra-murally, he was an aotive
founder memver of the Arab Student
Union and the President of the ULU Arab
Sooiety as w=il a3 President of the
Union itself in 1958. Many social
functions in this College were also due
to his efforts.

There remains a yet more tragic
aspect of this story - his first ohild
is still only three months old. The
I.C. Arab Society has taken upon itself
the responsibility of the upbringing,
and his closest friend will supervise
the ohilds educetion.

A fund has been started to ensure
this care of the ohild. Naturally, any
donations to this fund will be welcomed
wholeheartedly. Cheques may be made
payable to J.N. Khouri and/or A.A. E1
Behadi

If you are so kind as to wish to
- oontribute, please send your donation
to:-

A.A. El-Bahadi, 90 Minford Gardens,
London, W.l4,







