T FELIX

NO. 125 THE

NEWSPAPER IMPERIAL COLLEGE

UNICN

sz Qse,umaj\.

FRIDAY NOVEMBER 72

RAG PLAGUE AT 1C

MEC HC - WEEK ~“FOR

WOMEN AND ARMY

We need hardly add that this was the work of Imperial

. n Wednesday, Maidenhead Carporation 'won' a gun®™ announced the MATDENHEAD
O AUVERTISER last week.

College students, smitten recently by acute cleptomania.
and Bedford have all suffered at the hands of “trigger happy™ raiders.
Penguin mascot "Honeysuckle" was taken for a ride, as was the

Westfield, Q.M.C.
Westfield's
2.M.C. College Shield.

A group of N.E.C. students, official guardians of Haneysuckle", tried to re-

capture the penguin on the
fully repulsed by a band of Guildsmen.

ing further attacRs,
accompanied "Honeysuckle" home,

She was borne in mourning into the
precincts of Westfield while Guildsmen
choroused a sordid version of "John
Brown's Body". The afternoons enter-
tainment terminated with a "Boomalska"
but not before the ever-present, ever-
dangerous mob-instinct had reared its
ugly head, in trying to force an entry
into Westfield. How unruly a mob is:
knowing not what it wants and dissatis-
fied with anything it gets.

An amusing sequel to this was the
bcquisition' of one Westfield fresher,
who got 'carried away' by the whole
affair and a load of crafty Guildsmen,
back to I.C. ¥We gather she has now
achieved eternal notoriety for her
gallant action.

B y far thc most enterprising "1ift"
was that of the Sandhurst Cannon®,
Three visits were made to the R.M.A,
Sandhurst and a nmumber of reconnaisances
indicated that the cannon was a"likely
take". The first raid, late on Sat-
urday, Octcber 25th, ended unsuccess-
fully to a chorous of police whistles
and racing engines. Two nights later
with the gun carriage elready hitched
to one of the cars, the party was
surprised by the brilliant lights of
a police car which immediately gave
chase,until the students' car was forced
to stop when the gun carxziage (abous
15 cwt) assumed camplete control.

Undeterred by these failures they
returned next night, towed the cannan
away without trouble;, pausing only to
decorate the back with a tail lamp and
number plate, Arriving at Maidenhead
they left the cannon outside a cemetery
to await collection later, as its wheels
were becoming unservicable. However
by the time a lorry was procured the

Editar's Note

X Once part of the farces of Tippoo
Shaib "The Tiger of Mysore" and used in
the defence of the capital of Mysore,
Seringapatan in 1799, when Tippoo was
killed.

same day that it was due to be returned, but were succes-
This incident was followed by a visit fram
a few fire engines and police cars, again arriving too late to participate.

Fear-

an incongruous escort of vehicles in verying stages of disrepair,

army had captured "Tippoo's Cannon",
and replaced it outside the R.M.A., no
doubt awaiting the next onslaught.

The account of the raid on Q.M.C.
appears inside on page 3.

RECTOR'S SPEECH

There are 2,580 students at the
Imperial College of Science and Tech-
nology this session, of whom 1,650 are
undergraduates and 930 postgraduates.

This was announced by Dr. R.P. Linstead,
Rector of the College, at the annual
Commemoration Day ceremony held in the
Royal Albert Hall, at which Lord Bridges
was the Special Visitor. The College
plan for expansion, made same years ago,
set a total of 2,550 students as the
target for 1959/60, and  the College
is therefore one year ahead of its plan
in so far as numbers are concerned.

Six new Professors and twelve new
Readers hsave been appointed during the
year; eight of these are new posts est-
ablished by the University of Londan,
and they represent new academic develop-
ments 'in a number of fields, including
applied electron physics, heat tran:fer,
nuclear technology and physical oceano-
graphy.

The first stage of the very
large new Engineering block (on which
a unique experiment in structural beh-
aviour is being conducted by the Civil
Engineering Department) is going forward.
The new Physics building in Prince Con-
sort Road is also in course of construc-
tian, Both should be completed by the
end of 1959. Weeks Hall, the first new
Hall of Residence, made possible by the
generosity of Vickers limited, is under
construction in Prince's Gardens and will
be ready for occupation next sessian.
Site clearance on the South and East,
sides of Prince's Gardens is under way;
approval has been given to build on the
South side four Halls of Residence and
new refectories; building is expected
to start in the summer of 1959.

R.C.S. UNION
MEETING

The R.C.S. Union meeting of Thurs-
day, October 30th was held in the Main
Physics Theatre - a room denied to the
Union before because of the series of
incidents which marred previous meetings.
This time, however, President Peter
Kassler, presided over one of the most
orderly and well-behaved assemblies
in recent years.

The election of the "Queen of
Jezebel"™ an honour that finally fell
to Xandra of Chemistry - was the item
that really aroused enthusiasm, while
the naming of the thermameter, a blue-
pencilled affair, resulted in the choice
of "Theta", bestowed with due ceremony
after the meeting, on board Jez in the
Imperizl Institute Road.

A motion "that this house believes
that the R.C.S. Union should secede
from the I.C. Union" gave an opportunity
for wit and ingenuity -~ the response
wes not disappointing! Mr. John
Swingler began the motion in all seriou-
sness, but the riotous opposing plea
by Mr. Eddie Fersht caused a startling
change in the mood of the house,

This was in no way damped by the antics
of Mr. John Forster, who, disguised

as a soothsayer hinted at dsrk
"behind-the-scenes" activities by R.C.S.
Union Officials.

When some order had been restored,
the motion was defeated by 176 votes to
161 - it remains to be seen what the
M.C. Union meeting has to say about
ReCeSe

A full-throated and rousing
Kangella(revised version) brought
the official business of this most
satisfactory meeting to a close.

QUEEN OF JEZ CROWNED




FELIX

LORD BRIDGES
ADDRESS

The theme chosen by Lord Bridges
for his Commemoration Day Address was
& survey of the qualities which he
considered counted most in the lives of
men and wamen who use their brains.

The first quality was intense
enthusiasm for ones wark - the beginning
of wisdom of the highest virtus. Sec-
ondly, came intellectual honesty, and
here Lord Bridges correllated the ar-
tist and the scientific men. Further,
this honesty applies with equal force
to high administrative work. The
third quality is the ability to handle
people, a question both of sympathy
and understanding, but trained and dis-
ciplined to an unusual degree; it is
the type of qualities found in a Minis-
ter,

Laord Bridges next considered phy-
sical qualities, for example, having a
thick skin, and the ability to sleep,
but considered that there were import-
ant to a lesser degree.

Finally, there is the question of
a2 good conscience, by which he meant
a reasonably obedient and well trained
conscience, enabling one to admit ones
mistakes, and then help to forget about
them.

Summari zing, Lord Bridges considered
the following qualities to matter:
enthusiasm, interlectual hanesty, and
sympathy with people, which can be per-
sued and disciplined to a point at which
it reaches a very acute understanding
of the thoughts and feelings of those
with whom one has to deal.

Lord Bridges attributed the success
of most distinguished men to their
developing these fine qualities, after
the age when most men have ceased to
do so,

Finally, although the forces of
mass opinion and mass entertainment
are tending to make it more difficult
for young people to look hard into
their own minds and develop those qual-
ities outlined above, it would be better
for the future of learning and industry
if more people could do so.

GENERAL STUDIES

SIMILE AND
METAPHOR

For his talk an "Simile and Met-
aphor”, Patric Dickinsen began by ask-
ing his audience what was meant by a
“red herring: was it a flase trial,
ar was it caught?

This led on to the problem of what
"red" means. Blood is red, but in
the Middle Ages it was called blue,
red and brown on differemt occasians:
to same people a red admiral is a butt-
erfly, to a politician it has another
significance. Such varying associat-
ions of a word are inevitable since
words are only a form of cammmication,
limited in scope, while people's im-
agination is visual and limitless.

Similes and metaphors are basic
to humen commmication as a means of
comparison: their use in poetry is to
enable the poet to pack the maximum
amount of material in, and not just to
be obscure. Much is lost when a poem
is analysed - “we murder to dissect",
said Wordsworth - for each persan has
a single response: the better the
poem, the better the responses, but
they will vary a great deal.

Most similes belong to the pre-
machine age - "My love is like a red
red rose®, "holy smcke", "tight as a
tick": would a girl take it as a cam-
pliment to be told "my love is like a
piece of pre-stressed concrete"?
Since poetry is to convey emotions
and thoughts, the material used must
be appropriate to such ideas, on any
level which the authar requires.

In Victorian days, the basis of
poetry was essentially romorce, epito-
mised by the flowers, the open fields
and the sky: consider the scene set
by Keats, which would be nothing with-
out the use of the simile,

"Let us go then, you and I,
With the evening spread out against the

sky
Like a patient etherised on a table."

‘HONEY '/

The second mascot to visit I.C. this
term was removed from Westfield College
on Friday, October 24th, by four Guilds-
men. Looking suitably dressed for the
young ladies of the establishment, but
lacking only a bunch of flowers, two of
the party entered "The Bay", where the
penguin was kept, just befare 3 p.m.

After 25 harrowing, nerve-racking
minutes waiting far the coast to clear
they emerged at a brisk pace, carrying
the body between them. Jumping into
the waiting ocar they were whisked away
without being seen.

Contrary to the reports in a cer-
tain news-sheet the raid took place
during a public lecture at the college,
which started two hours later; neither
did they lurk around the main entrance,
but entered openly.

B.N.T.

INTERNATIONAL

EVENING

Chop-sticks and sheepskins, Arabic
delicacies and Canadian Gold,a Hula
Hoop and a Tuju mask were among the
articles displayed on the National
tables at the Internmational .
This was arganised an Hallow'een by the
International Relations Club.

Bert Barney, a Canadian, Ming
a Chinese, Said Tarha, an Arab and Tam
Molnai a Hungarian farmed a Brains Trust
and gave interesting answers to stimulat-
ing questions fram the audience.

Danny Kaye's film “Assigmment Child-
ren " introduc=d a specialised section
of the United Nationg, UNICEF. The wark
of the U.N. was thoroughly and generally
covered by Mr. Terry Lawscn of the C.EW.C.,
a devoted worker for the UsN. in this
country, who had been a member of the sec-
retariat during the Hun-~arian crises, His
serious talk was punctuated with personal
anecdotes which brought our attention to
the importance of personal contact in the
field of multilateral diplomacy. No formal
questions were asked but Mr. Lawson later
spent a busy hour discussing various
questions with same of the students,

The "Internstional Open Sandwiches"
which are fast becaming a feature of
these evenings disappearec repidly, as
did the wine, which was of a higher
standard than previously.

The evening was more serious than
formerly and the propartion of foreign
students was notiosally higher,

The oammittee of the Internatiomal
Relations Club would like to thank the
Chinese and Arab Societies and the indiv-
idual Canadians and Africens and everyme
else who helped to make the Evening so
successful,
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