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Election Result Uncertainty

The results of recent sabbatical elections
are in danger of being overturned after a
formal complaint was made by the
President of the Medics’ Union.

The Medics' President, Shazia Munir,
presented her argument on Tuesday, where
she alleged that the election had been run
unfairly. This followed a formal complaint
which was sellotaped to the office door of
Returning Officer David Francis last
Saturday, the day of the count. Sellotape is
not, apparently, a valid way to make a for-
mal complaint, and the count proceeded
unhindered - the results of which were
announced on Monday (see page 5).

While the Returning Officer for sabbati-
cal elections is usually the President, this
year's encumbent, Sen Ganesh, stood for
re-election. David Francis acted as
Returning Officer in his place until a meet-
ing of Union Council confirmed that he
could run the elections. This decision was
taken despite informal complaints about
his conduct during the nomination of can-
didates, implying that those now required
to judge his conduct were aware of dissat-
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Medical Union President: Complaint

isfaction before they appointed him.

The substance of Ms Munir's complaint
regards the placement and limited number
of ballot boxes on medical campuses, as
well as criticism of the “lack of notice”
given for students wishing to register their
vote remotely.

Mr Francis, who is heavily criticised in
the complaint, argues that Ms Munir failed
to communicate the proxy voting arrange-
ments to her student body in time, and that

the Elections Committee had moved ballot
boxes on the medical campuses in accor-
dance with Ms Munir's requests.

If these complaints are upheld at subse-
quent meetings, the elections may be
entirely re-run.

It has been alleged that this enthusiasm
for re-running the election may be related
to fourth year medic Idris Harding's narrow
defeat in the Presidential election. Mr
Harding overwhelmingly beat all the other
candidates in the medic vote with a medic
turn-out greater than in any other depart-
ment, excluding the Huxley ballot which
contains three departments. This casts
doubt on the effect poor voting arrange-
ments may have had on the outcome.

The recent elections cost the Union over
£1000 - enough to kit out a Rugby team -
but there are also significant worries that
the student population would fail to turn
out for a repetition of the elections. AW
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Alternative Careers Fair

Wednesday saw Civil
Engineering play host to the
multitudinous hordes who had
gathered for the second
London Alternative Careers
Fair, Sustainable Futures.
Organised by E-Soc and the
LSE environmental initiatives
network, the aim of the fair
was to present career options
to students who don't want to
sell their souls to 'big busi-
ness', with an emphasis on
sustainability, environmental-
ism and ethics.

Tom Tibbits, E-Soc chair and
driving force behind the event
said that he felt students
ought to know that there were
indeed options other than con-
sultancy and financial servic-
es for Imperial graduates, and
that the Union careers fair,
held annually in November,
does not provide students
with enough such options.

The fair opened with a talk
from David Kingsley, entitled
‘A slice of the Pie, in which he
tried to persuade those pres-
ent that it was indeed possi-
ble to work in a field that was
both ethical and sustainable,
while still making a decent liv-
ing. He went on to explain that
the traditions of lower pay and
poorer conditions in the volun-

Exam Stress Workshop

“Emotional Preparation”

led by Claudio Calvi, Psychotherapist
Imperial College Health Centre

Wed 13th & 20th March, 2002
Wed 4th & 11th December, 2002

3pm - 4:30pm

Attendance on both days necessary
¢ Bookings Required:

Extension 49381 or 020 7594 9381

The workshop will provide opportunities to share
concerns and explore better ways of handling stress
and anxiety during revision and exams.

tary sectors were slowly being
eroded, as charities, NGOs
and voluntary organisations
become more business-like
and efficient. A number of
other talks followed, on a
range of topics from renew-
able energy sources to ethical
investment.

As well as these talks vari-
ous companies and organisa-
tions were running stalls, with
such diverse groups as the
Teacher Training agency and
Scientists for Global responsi-
bility represented

The organisers were very
pleased with the turnout, as
over five hundred students
passed through the doors dur-
ing the afternoon - about
twice as many as last year -
and those that attended felt
that it had been a useful and
informative experience.
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News In Brief

University Challenge
Imperial College will take on
Sommerville College, Oxford in
the final of this year's
University Challenge this
Monday at 8.00pm on BBC2. IC
is looking for a record-breaking
third win after its victories in
1996 and 2001. Although the
series was recorded last
autumn, the team have been
unable to reveal the result.

Gladys' Closes
Gladys', the much-loved St.
Mary's bar, will close later
today after serving drinks to
medics at the Paddington cam-
pus for almost seventy years.

The bar is being closed to
make way for the construction
of new research facilities.
Construction of a new student
common room is due to begin
in the next few weeks.

Silwood Science Week
Imperial's Silwood campus will
be opening its doors to the
public next week as part of
National Science Week. The
programme of events aimed at
promoting the “excitement
and relevance” of science will
include a ‘Science in the pub’
evening featuring a discussion
on genetic engineering.
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