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“The most ambitious project spon-

sored by the Exploration Board during

its two years' existenoe was a full-

acale expedition to the Karakoram.

Only a preliminaryreport on the work

of this expedition can be given at

this stage."

Thus reads part of the 1955-57

Report issued by the Imperial College

Exploration Board last year.

For those whose memory has been

clouded by the passing years, allow me

to give a few details concerning the

Karakorem Expedition; six students

under the leadership of Mr. Eric Ship-

tan, with Dr. Budd as Medical Officer,

left England at the end of June 1957,

returning three months later. After

examination of the glaciers in this re-

mete region of the Himalayas, the party

‘gompleted geological, surveying and

general exploratory work.

The cost of this very enterpris-

ing expedition to the Exploration Board

was £3,052, together with a donation of

£1,000 from the Mount Everest Founda-

tion. Prof. HH. Read, the Chairman

of the Board has stated that in general

terms the aim of the Board has been to

make available to as many students as

possible the valuable experience affor-

ded by scientific expeditions. Sure-

ly it cannot be denied, however, that

another aim should be to publish the

work in a report. Not only would

such a report enhance the reputation

of the College, but would prove to

certain organisations who have been so

financially generous to the Board that

the work of the Expedition teams does

not cease when they return to Imperial

College.

Plans are going ahead at the moment
to send an expedition to Peru in 1959

to complete surveying and geological

work in the Andes. Not all the money

required can be found within Imperial

College, and hence outside assistance
is essential.

Therefore,let not only Imperial

College know what is happening, but

also the general public and scientific

world by the daily press, lectures,

and radio. The Karakoram Expeditim

has been the most ambitious and one of

the most successful expeditions ever

WITH VIOLENCE
LC. STUDENT'S CAR USED IN| &7000 HAUL

LAST JUNE, WITH LONDON STILL IN THE THROES OF THE BUS STRIKE AND THE IMPERIAL
A { LAST AN I.C. STUDENT HAS HAD CAUSE TO WELCOME THE INTERVENTION OF THE POLICE.

COLLEGE ENVELOPED IN THE PERSPIRING VORTEX OF EXAMINATIONS, A GENEROUS FATHER

DEIGNED TO ALLOW HIS CHEMICAL ENGINEERING SON THE USE OF HIS CAR - AN M.G. MAGNETTE.

THE DUTIFUL SON, ARRIVINGFOR AN EXAMINATION, CAREFULLY PARKING HIS CAR IN FRONT OF

THE RODERIC HILL RUILDING, VANISHED FOR THE REQUISITE PERIOD OF MENTAL EXERTION.

Later, when the doors disgorged the unhappy band of examinees, the same stu-

dent was further confounded to find that his car had disappeared. At first, sus-

pecting a student prank, he did not call the police but performed a painstaking

search of the area, unaware that the MG Magnette was speeding Northwards in des-

perate hands. The following day an elderly lady reported the loss of a new Rover
from outside her Chelsea flat.

iC. IN ICELAND

‘organised by a College or University

in this comtry. But in the long nm

it has been a fiasco, leaving behind

a story of bungling inefficiency.

Fifteen months later the only result

has been a miserable half-hearted

700-word report within the College.

No scientific report has been publish-.

ed, and the unique and valuable col-

lestion of geological specimens has

remained unexamined in a crate since

its arrival. What is lacking here?

Not imagination, but something more

important; the ability to camplete a

jobe From the Board of Governars to

the Freshers have we not some sart of

a leader in this mecca of scientific

and administrative efficiency.

Is this the way to publicise

Imperial College and to obtain further

financial assistance for future exedi-

tions?

INTRODUCING

Two more regular features:-

It's worth lnowing @eeeeesecee page 4,

Round and About @eeseeeeeeoeeee page 66

Some 48 hours later in Derby, a

car was rammed by a Rover, the ocoup-

ants attacked and deprived of a case

omtaining £7,000 by two men who es-

caped in a waiting MG Magnette.

The car was found weeks later

abandoned, lacking number plates, with

a burnt out engine. In due course,

four men involved in the robbery were

caught (CLISD. knows how: ) and. pre-
sented themselves last week at the local

Magistrates Court. The student, who
wishes to remain nameless, appeared at

the preliminary trial. He confesses

that he was treated with rather less

respect than were the prisoners (whan
one presumes were well know to the

Magistrate!) He cited as an example

the following dislogue:-

Clerk: to accused, after student had

been questioned

"Would you like to ask the witness any

questions?"

Accused shake their heads.

Clerk: (to student, who has just signed

statement) Speaking very rapidly. .

*TfourGraciousLadyHMtheQueenshould

requireitwillyoubepresentaswitnessat

theAssizeCourtorfailingthisforfeitthe

sumoffiftypounds?*

Student looks at Clerk blankly .....

Long pause.

Clerk: (impatiently)

"Do you understand what this involves?®

Student:

"No" (The acoused grin at him)

Clerk: (furiously)

“WELL, YOU SHOULD! It should not be

necessary for me to read it again wooo

eooe elrourGraciousLady..o.sss...eto"

One suspects that the court has

had to deal with students under some-

what different circumstances.

We are awaiting the result of

the Trial.

1,2. yprato
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PROFILE

LCWA, PRESIDENT

GMLIAN

TILDEN - SMITH

ACochneyby birth, and proud of
it, Gill was without hair until the age
of two, a precedentset by a past

President. She has had a varied
‘career - from Convent School to Paris,

the Northern Poly and at last toI.C.,

we doubt if the circle will be comleted
in the cloistered solemnity of a
nunnery.

Although Gill is perhaps best

known in the field of sport far her

cricket, having organised the famous

I.C.W.A. ve 1st XI match, she also

plays tennis, table tennis and bad-

minton and is an active member of the

Under Water Club, even having been seen

on wet days practising with her flipper:

in the quad.

A Botanical genius, she took part

in last summers expedition to Narway,

where a wet 6 weeks mist have been

considerably enlivened by her high

spirits and ever present sense of hum-

our which prevailed even when washed

out of her tent on the first night and

later persuaded to vacate it in the

early hours of the morningby an in-

quisitive horse.

Gill's interests are not oofined
to I.C. but extend in other directions
also. She has travelled extensively
and speaks several languages fluently,
as well as being able to make herself
understood in a limited, though im-
portant, field of social life in many

others.

Gill has strong views on the part

life which she divulged during an early
interview the morning after a party,
between sips of black coffee. (Pause
to extract wasp from the room with
simultaneous loss of Gill to the depths
of her bed and one correspondentup _
the wall).

On reappearing Gill told us that
she thinks small groups of women can

do more good than large ones, that

feminine influence m committees is a

good thing and thet §@ postgrads are
insufficiently brought into college

life.

Gills ambitions are modest. She

wants to:

2) Marry a multi-millionaire.

3) Fly Mr. Garnetts pyjamas from the

pole.flag

(4) Write a book on the idiosynoracies
of carrots.

We left her happily crumching one

and declaring that "she can't be

pothered to lead a sordid life - it's

too exhausting".

2) Visit every capital in the world,

HON. SECRETARY

JOHN BELL

There is no truth in the rumour
that John was elected Secretary of the
Union because he was the only candidate

able to speak to the President on his

own level. Born under Pisces in 1935
John has, parodoxically, a very dry
sense of humour which never leaves him,

even when watering policemen from the

heights of the Guilds building.

A product of Birkenhead School,

he graduated from the Mech. Eng. Dept.

in 1957 and provided the excuse for con-
timing his Union activities by becoming

a fatigue expert - at least he is the

only person in the Hostel who apprec-

iates the true relationship between

stresses and strains on 4 logarhythmie

basis.

A glance at his room in the Hos-

tel is very revealing: the first thing

that strikes the visitor is that room

58 is bigger and better than all the

others and it comes as no surprise to

find that John chose it himself. Sport-

ing activities are apparent from the

well-used squash racquet, the hockey

boots in a tidy heap on the floor, and

the copiously autographed plate which

hangs on the wall. This plate is a

souvenir of a disgusting orgy which

marked the end of a tour of Holland

last yeare John is now Captain of

Hockey and it is notable that his elect-

ion coincides with an unprecedented

surge of enthusiasm for the sport by

IeCoWe Ae :

Some say that his popularity with

women is connected with the blood-stain-

ed whip which is also part of the decor,

but we feel that this would be quite -

out of character for John. It is more

likely that the woman in his life act-

ually uses @ on him. Her softening

influence is apparent elsewhere in the

room, notably in the art-prints on the

walls, and in the strange new books on

the shelf. Just above them stands the

tankards which are evidence of John's

successive service as Secretary and

Chairman of S.C.C.¥in previous years.

People who devote much of their

time to running the Union are often

seen dashing about in their efforts to

cope with the job, “but this is not so

with Johne The curious thing is that

he never appears to do any work, and

this is clearly a sign of great ef-

ficiency.

MOUNTAINEERS IN ALPS

This sumer, ten members of the

Club, assembled:by devious means in
Cortina, d'Ampezzo to olimb in the Dol-

omites. With no previous experience

of the region, the short routes offered

by the Cinque Torri were selected as an
introduction to the area, and several

fine, exposed climbs were had by all

parties.

Spurred on by this taste of

dolomite climbing, nine members of the

party reassembled at the Cimo di Lav-

arado to attempt a series of more ex-

tended and ambitious routes, the tenth

member remaining in Cortina to effect
repairs to a back axle. Amongst

their elimbs, including the 1,400 feet

north-east corner of the Cime Grande,

two parties climbed an excellent very

seyere route on the Piocolissima.

The camp was now moved to the Passo

_ ai Sella and a grest deal of fine steep

climbing was done on the Cinque Dita

and the Sella and Vaiolet Towers. Our

stay in the Dolomites terminated with

a riotous dinner at the Refugio di Sella.

Agreeing to reassemble in Zermatt,

four members drove to Venice to facil-

itate car repairs, while en route far

Zermatt, two others in a blue sports car

had a slight disagreement with a stat-

ionary Mercedes. Minus wing and with

pent front axle, driver and a somewhat

shattered President miraculously appeared

in Zermatt same days later.

In spite of the changeable weather,
good snow and ice olimbingwas had on

the Dam, Monte Rosa, Nordend, and Felix-

joch, when cone weighty member tested

his partner's skill by jumping into

a sixfeet wide crevasse. Reo

their composure,he was duly hauled out.

The weather showing signs of det-

erioration, four members walked from

the Monte Rossa to the H&rnli hut, hop-

ing to olimb the Matterhamn. Their

hopes were crushed, however, by a

heavy overnight snow fall and it was

decided to end the meet in view of the

weather and dwindling finances.

It was generally agreed that a

highly successful summer meet had been

held considering the fact that five

members had no previous alpine exper

ience.

During the course of these four

weeks, numerous colour photographs were

taken and it is inteneded to show a

selection of these in the near future

for the benefit of anyone interested.

Information regarding this will be

posted on the Mountaineering Club Notice

Board.

JeWede & AE.
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ICELANDIC

EXPEDITION

The party, comprising seven I.C.

students and two members of the em

arrived in Reykjavik, the capital,on
the 26th June. Most of the
then proceeded to take the bus for the

450 Kms to Akureyi, situated on the

nerth coast of the island,while the

sixteen packing cases, accompanied by

one member of the party and two

pretty Icelandic girls, followed by

lorry late on the Saturday evening.

Base camp was established at Reydarf-

jordur, and after a coffee party with

a local fisherman, surveying began a

few days later. Meanwhile, the two

geologists followed in a van, and after

a somewhat incredible journey, during

whic. time they lost much of their kit

along a mmdred mile stretch of road

(fortunately later returned to the
Alureyi Police by a following driver),

eventually arrived nearly two weeks after

the establishment of Base camp, having

enjoyed themselves immensely!

The expedition now split up for the

serious work of the expedition, the geo-

logists going south to start their map-

ping, one party moving to a

. more northerly fjard to do a survey of

the raised beaches and make some tidal

Observations, while the second survey

party stayed at Base to undertake sim-

ilar work.

Transport and communication in this

rugged fjord comtry proved difficult

between the parties, resulting in three

surveyors making a backbreaking trek

carryingcana lbs of equipment each, for
over two weeks.

Early in August, five of the

party took a coastal boat south, to-

wards the glaciers and ice sheets,

with the intention of doing a survey of

& small ice cap. Ten very cold days

were subsequently spent (an an exposed
rooky ledge) close to the edge of the

ice, during which time the party was

tent bound for 5 days due to mist,

rain, snow and sleet. Owing to the

mist, mach compass treking was necessary,

a tricky business when the rocks of

the area affect the stability of the

compass, The weather finally did its

worst, when a tent surrendered to the

wind, rewarding its ccoupents with some

four gallons of icy cold water.

In contrast to this, the last few

days of our stay, when the fishing

dispute was in full swing, was spent

in the excellent hospitality of our
hosts, which was so characteristic of

the inhabitants of this windswept

"Bastion of the North".
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INDEPENDENT A

OPINION '
Are most students, especially Fre- A

shers, aware of the character of the S
‘three Carnivals run the course
of the year by the constituent college
unions? Briefly, these affairs are
marked by exhibitions of drunkeness
and parnographyto such a degree that

would lead, were they to take place in N
a night-club or place of public enter-
tainment, to instant closure and prose- F.
cution by the police. The decor adop-.‘Ee
ted at every Carnival has one theme

only, illicit sex, and each of the three D
bodies responsible for organising these 3
so-called revels seems to attempt to

outdo its rivals in the exhibitim of
ever smuttier cartoons.

Cabarets demand a section to them-

selves, consisting of a successic: of

dreary, unmusical, untalented ani gross-

ly under-rehearsed sketches, oft:

preceededby mass singing of a ty.e

usually confined to the Officers' ess

or the pavillions of the mare obscure

rugby clubs after the 4th XV's aly home

win of the season. The rise of the

curtain is accompanied by derisive

shouts and often bottles, glasses and

food from the sub-nutritive buffet are

hurled at the performers: were only

the performers hit, nothing would be

amiss, but the stage and the proscen-

ium arch are sometimes damaged.

Surprisingly, women are brought to

these Carnivals but,to my knowledge,

seldom does a girl return a second time.

They are not the kind of evening's

entertainment to which anyone would

bring his sister. It is evident that

the sole reason for taking a partmer is

the hope that, in the atmosphere of

immorality with which she is surrounded.

she may be contaminated and thus in-

duced, with the assistance of gin, to

behave in a degraded fashion.

pa

That the Union should tolerate such

exhibitions, with the resultant dan-
age to property and morals that ensues,

is surprising. L

CLUB DANCES

Would the Secretaries of Clubs

who wish to run a Saturday night inform-

al dance please make their applications
to the Entertainments Committee as soon

as possible, with the date preferred.

I.C.WeA. Guide to the Autumn Trends

For the guidance of newcomers and

Oldstagers who wish to keep up with the

times, FELIX has asked his fashion

correspondentto report on what the

well-dressed man-about-I.C. will be

wearing ¢his session.

In probable anticipation of a

cold winter, face-covers have become

fashion news this year. Several new

styles have been brought back from the

continent, some small and pointed, others

close-fitting and curly. With careful

trimming these leave the eyes quite free

and allow full movement to the nose.

They usually come in brown or black but

a pale straw colour which was popular

last year does not seem to be so moh

in vogue this season.

Hair has been worn shart during the

summer but with the decrease in temper—

ature and funds I can confidently fore-

cast that it will grow. This new

longer style may be difficult to manage

but if you follow our Special Easy 3-

Minute Beauty Plan (apply box 3907
enclosing 5/= Postal Order) you will
see a new, exciting lustre in your easy-

to-manage hair you have never noticed

before.

The very latest thing in Presidents

now is the short, wide look. The de-

crease in length is of course more than

balanced by an emphasis an quality of

material but to carry off this new line

you mst take especial care to develop

the piercing eye. Everyone will love

this new, Oh-so-chubby, fashion.

Glasses are definitely OUT this

session.

A confident forecast of what YOU

will be wearing in the cooler days ahead

is the “chicesac sweater". Waists

will be lower than ever but the arms

are usually cumningly mmg from the

shoulders and draped casually into the

trouser pockets. An interesting det-

ail is the cutest little fray-fringe

which often makes its appearance about

knee level. With this ensemble you will

want to wear a rainbow-gay shirt which

for spick-and-span grooming absolutely

must be changed every week. TO top

off this cosy-bright winter outfit, a

snug flamel scarf worn right up to the

eyes is an Old favourite, still firmly

in vogue.

Finally some up-to-the-minute news

from special correspondent Garnett. -

A mst for you, our younger readers this

session is the pale, cleansed, fresh

look. This can only be attained by

infinite care but YOU are the only ones

who can wear it, and it is oh-so-worth-

while.


