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E W S 

F e l i x f u n d s a b d u c t e d 
Bankrupt company burns hole in newspaper's pocket 

H A M F O S T E R 

Jelix n a r r o w l y a v o i d e d a f i n a n c i a l c r i s i s l a s t 

week when a major adve r t i se r f i led for bank-

itcy- in a s t o c k m a r k e t c r a s h b e i n g d i r e c t l y 

buted to a l iens . 

[inting of last w e e k s issue w a s s u s p e n d e d by 

Union's Execut ive C o m m i t t e e on M o n d a y 11th 

j>r D e p u t y P r e s i d e n t ( F i n a n c e & S e r v i c e s ) 

•nne P o l l a r d e x p r e s s e d c o n c e r n o v e r E d i t o r 

In C l i f fo rd 's handl ing of the f inances. M r Po l la rd 

I Exec that Fel ix could lose up to £40,000 this 

;r unless someth ing w a s done. This f igure was 

I disputed by anyone present , 

Mr Cl i f ford had not been told I 
;h a d i s c u s s i o n w a s b e i n g | 

I 
Mr P o l l a r d ' s m a i n c o n c e r n 

jfie f rom F e l i x ' s i n v o i c i n g of 

lertisers, wi th app rox ima te l y 

,000 of invoicing stil l to do at 

• time of E x e c . The f igure of 

0,000, w h i c h he s p o k e o f 

ma M r C l i f f o r d f o r , w a s 

jarently based on no fur ther 

Dicing, no a d v e r t i s i n g in the 

two i s s u e s , a n d F i n a n c e 

fee fa i l ing to c o l l e c t any of 

money Fe l i x is o w e d f r om 

Jertising. A l though the job of invoic ing is down 

he Felix Edi tor , with adver t is ing in s tudent pub-

tions invar iab ly c a r r i e d out on c red i t , c red i t 

Itrol is h a n d l e d by t he U n i o n ' s o w n f i n a n c e 

artment. In a mee t ing wh ich took p lace la ter 

Mr C l i f fo rd told Fel ix staff , "This bizarre f igure 

ased on o b s c e n e incompetence from all par t ies 

olved... i t 's a shame no-one a s k e d me about it." 

fe added, "The main prob lem isn' t send ing out 

Dices for this te rm- most issues have been paid 

with prof i t f rom ear l i e r t e r m s , wh i ch w a s al l 

loiced and shou ld have been paid by now. O u r 

liest prob lem s t e m s f rom March f i r s t . " 

Barchfirst w a s a mul t inat ional s t ra tegy consu l -

icy company , wh i ch e s s e n t i a l l y p rov ided man -

ment adv i ce for Internet s ta r t -up b u s i n e s s e s , 

rough it surv ived the "burs t ing" of the "Internet 

ible" fa i r ly in tac t , the c o m p a n y la ter ran into 

jlems when its C E O , J o e F i rmage , announced 

belief that al l human techno logy was de r i ved 

jm aliens. He later left in order to set up a pub-

Joe Firmage: Al ien 

l ishing company in order to further his bel iefs. 

It w a s t h e s t a r t of a d o w n h i l l s p i r a l f o r 

March f i r s t , whose European arm finally went bust 

last month, and emp loyees in severa l c i t ies broke 

into the company ' s of f ices in order to recla im pos­

sess ions and obta in seve rance pay. A t the begin­

ning of this year , March f i r s t took out a se r ies of 

full co lour , fu l l -page adve r t i semen ts in Fe l ix , but 

later c la imed that they would be unable to pay until 

M r C l i f fo rd expla ined why the adver ts were about 

two shades out (although most people could not ice 

any d i f f e rence ) . U n a b l e to do so , and aware of 

M i ' s p rob lems, he sought the Un ion ' s adv ice , who 

r e c o m m e n d e d he o f fe r them a " s u b ­

s tan t i a l d i s c o u n t " . D e s p i t e t h i s , M1 

are st i l l be l ieved to owe Fel ix a round 

£3,000 for O c t o b e r ' s adver t i s ing , and 

F inance O f f i c e a re p e s s i m i s t i c about 

the c h a n c e s of any m o n e y f rom the 

rece ivers . 

M r C l i f f o r d d e n i e d that he w a s at 

fau l t o v e r M a r c h f i r s t , but d id a d m i t 

that he had got beh ind on invo i c ing 

• this term, which he at t r ibuted to "Fe l ix 

H H | E d i t o r in S u m m e r S y n d r o m e " ; t o o 

™ m u c h to do , too many p e o p l e d o i n g 

— exams . The £8 ,000 back log of invoic-

• H B B H m g was c leared during the eight days 

conspirac ies Fe l ix w a s s u s p e n d e d , he a d d e d , and 

he expec ted that Fel ix would receive all the money 

it w a s o w e d , a s s u m i n g no more c o m p a n i e s wen t 

bankrup t . E x e c o r d e r e d that M r C l i f f o rd c l e a r e d 

the ent i re back log of the invoices before Fel ix be 

a l lowed to go to press this week. 

Fel ix staf f were descr ibed as feel ing " f rus t ra ted" 

at having a w e e k s ' worth of work go to was te , and 

all felt that if Exec or M r Po l l a rd had a p rob lem 

with their ed i to r ' s conduct , they should be able to 

talk to him face - to - f ace rather than making dec i ­

s ions behind c losed doors. 

F o l l o w i n g the r e - i n s t a t e m e n t la te las t w e e k , 

sho r t l y b e f o r e E t i e n n e left fo r h is h o l i d a y s , M r 

C l i f fo rd told staff, "It 's a shame that Fel ix, which 

has a lways looked for t ransparency and fa i rness in 

the Un ion , should be t reated like this. If you have a 

problem with someone , you should be able to talk 

to them about it rather than making a l legat ions and 

dec is ions behind peop les ' backs . A s wel l as making 

us m iss an i ssue , it re f l ec ts p re t ty bad ly on the 

whole Un ion . " 

C o n t e n t s 

•nmer B a l l 
rotfcs & any !ote news we might 

Insurance and genetic testing 

Fe l i x 121 1 C o v e r image : Tom B a i l e s s 

.qnd goodbye ffom him 

D o e s i m p e r i a l hove a geeky , 
: . . • • • ; • . I • 

King A d o f a , Sou lwax & Tur in 
ew 

It's weird, it's quirky, it ain't M e n 

f l f a i l e r p e d signs off for (no year 
with o record-breaking 3-page 

G u r u C i n g a g a S got f o l l owed 
$§^k::k't§0 §WAT te t fe ; on 
Thursday, so this week's are o 

•range... 

. .and that's it for now Nighty 
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• n S a t u r d a y 3 0 t h J u n e , T h e R o y a l A l b e r t H a l l i s h o s t i n g " 

t r i a l t o u r s f o r t h e " L o n d o n O p e n H o u s e " s e a s o n . 

T h e H a l l w o u l d l ike t o i n v i t e al l I m p e r i a l C o l l e g e s t u d e n t s , 

s t a f f a n d f r i e n d s t o t a k e a t o u r b e t w e e n 9 a m a n d 1 1 a m 

a n d l e a r n a l i t t le a b o u t i t ' s h i s t o r y a n d a r c h i t e c t u r e . j 

T h e r e a l s o wi l l b e f r e e t e a , c o f f e e a n d c r o i s s a n t f o r al l p a r 

t i c i p a n t s . 

If y o u w o u l d l ike t o t a k e p a r t in t h i s u n i q u e e v e n t , p l e a s e 

c o n t a c t S a l l y H o w g e g o a t s a l l y h @ r o y a l a l b e r t h a l l . c o m o r 

t e l e p h o n e 0 2 0 7 5 8 9 3 2 0 3 E x t 2 2 0 2 . 

R e c r e a t i o n a l C l u b s C o m m i t t e e 

C o l o u r s A w a r d s A n n o u n c e m e n t 

T u e s d a y n i g h t w e p a i d h o m a g e t o t h e i n d i v i d u a l s w i t h i n t h e r e c r e a t i o n a l c l u b s c o m m i t t e e w h o h a v e g o n e 

a b o v e a n d b e y o n d i n t h e n a m e o f t h e i r c l u b . W h i l s t w e , t h e e x e c u t i v e , h a v e t r i e d o u r b e s t t o e n c o u r a g e , s u p ­

p o r t a n d r e p r e s e n t y o u o v e r t h e c o u r s e o f t h i s a c a d e m i c y e a r , w e w o u l d n ' t b e a n y w h e r e w i t h o u t t h e s k i l l a n d 

m a n p o w e r t h a t e a c h i n d i v i d u a l m e m b e r i n v e s t s i n i t ' s c l u b o r s o c i e t y . 

W e h a v e b e e n i m p r e s s e d w i t h e a c h a n d e v e r y o n e o f y o u a n d , w h i l s t e v e r y o n e h a s m a d e d i f f e r e n t c o n t r i b u ­

t i o n s t o t h e r u n n i n g o f t h e i r c l u b , o n l y a h a n d f u l a r e a w a r d e d c o l o u r s e a c h y e a r . 

I n e v i t a b l y , t h e r e a r e p e o p l e w h o m a y h a v e b e e n o v e r l o o k e d a n d , n o d o u b t , s o m e o f y o u w i l l d i s a g r e e wi th 

o u r c h o i c e s . B u t , t h e i m p o r t a n t t h i n g t o r e m e m b e r i s t h a t y o u d o n ' t n e e d a c e r t i f i c a t e t o p r o v e y o u r v a l u e t o a 

c l u b . O n t h e o t h e r h a n d , s i n c e r e t h a n k s t o t h e f o l l o w i n g f o r t h e i r a m a z i n g e f f o r t t h i s y e a r : 

D a n i e l C a r r i v i c k H a l f C o m m i t m e n t C o l o u r s 

A n d r e w J u r d H a l f C o m m i t m e n t C o l o u r s 

J o h n R i c h a r d s o n H a l f C o m m i t m e n t C o l o u r s 

L u k e R e b b e c k H a l f A c h i e v e m e n t C o l o u r s 

M i t h i S h a f i q H a l f C o m m i t m e n t C o l o u r s 

E l l i s W i l l i a m s H a l f A c h i e v e m e n t C o l o u r s 

I n d i k a G u n a r a t n e F u l l A c h i e v e m e n t C o l o u r s 

E n r i q u e W i n g H a l f A c h i e v e m e n t C o l o u r s 

P a r i s D e l i g i a n n a k i s H a l f C o m m i t m e n t C o l o u r s 

M a x i m S t e i n b e r g H a l f A c h i e v e m e n t C o l o u r s 

H e l e n J o n e s H a l f A c h i e v e m e n t C o l o u r s 

M a t t h e w D a w s o n H a l f S o c i a l C o l o u r s 

K a t i e S y k e s H a l f C o m m i t m e n t C o l o u r s 

H e m r a j N i t h i a n a n d a r a j a h F u l l C o m m i t m e n t C o l o u r s 

B e n O g b o r n e F u l l A c h i e v e m e n t C o l o u r s 

B a r r y G a l e F u l l C o m m i t m e n t C o l o u r s 

R a j i v C h a k r a d a r a n F u l l C o m m i t m e n t C o l o u r s 

• 27th June 2001 • Felix • 
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B a l l m a k e s a p r o f i t 
\great night was had by most... 

IK E D W A R D S 

r a r l y i n d i c a t i o n s s u g g e s t t h a t l a s t 

L Sa tu rday ' s S u m m e r Bal l broke with t ra-

jition and made money- as wel l as providing 

.igreat n ight 's enter ta inment 

•As p l a n n e d , the a t t r a c t i o n s ranged f rom 

(le J a m e s T a y l o r Q u a r t e t l i v e on t h e 

(ueen's Lawn to last minute s tand- ins Dope 

imugglaz in the Grea t Hal l . A miniature fair-

round of fered D o d g e m s and a coconut shy, 

thile indoors had a c a s i n o , f ree i c e - c r e a m 

nd a cheesy d isco , to name but a few of the 

Itractions. 

Following the re lease of an addi t ional 150 

ckets t w o d a y s b e f o r e h a n d , C h a i r Idr is 

larding e s t i m a t e s that s o m e 1350 t i c ke t s 

iere so ld , wi th at least an es t imated £2,500 

i go to the U n i o n , a l t hough w h e t h e r th is 

pes into cent ra l funds or to next yea r ' s ball 

iunclear. 

Mr Hard ing paid t r ibute to the vo lun teers 

to worked " t i re less ly " for up to a week to 

'<t up the v e n u e , as we l l as s t e w a r d s and 

Inion s t a f f w h o " w e n t t h e e x t r a m i l e t o 

lake the even ing a s u c c e s s . " 

. . . a n d i t ' s i n t o B e i t 

Q u a d f o r a , a h e m , 

q u i c k p i t s t o p 

F r i d a y 1st J u n e s a w s t u d e n t s and s ta f f t ak i ng 
par t in the P i t S t o p C h a l l e n g e in B e i t Q u a d . 
W i t h a la rge c r o w d p r e s e n t and f i e r c e c o m p e ­
t i t i o n , a l l tha t was l a c k i n g f rom the F o r m u l a 
O n e a t m o s p h e r e w a s the p e t r o l . 

S p e c i a l c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s are d e s e r v e d by the 
team in c h a r g e of the c a r , who m a n a g e d to get 
it t h rough the Be i t Q u a d a rch d e s p i t e hal f the 
p a s s a g e w a y be ing c l o s e d off for p a v i n g - w i th ­
out pu t t i ng a s c r a t c h on it. 

A l t h o u g h the t e a m s v a r i e d in t h e i r l e v e l s of 
e x p e r t i s e and c o - o r d i n a t i o n , o r g a n i s e r s sa i d 
tha t they w e r e i m p r e s s e d by the l eve l of t ech ­
n i ca l s k i l l s on d i s p l a y . 

• Felix • 27th June 2001 • News 
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Distorter 
R e c t o r ' s n e w o f f i c e u n v e i l e d 

A VISION for the future- an impression of the Rector's state of the art new 

management suite, made possible by his donation to the College from 

Glaxosmithkline. The new office oversees the main entrance to College, 

allowing all undesirables and speaker salesmen to be silenced discreetly upon 

trying to enter the College. It also allows for the partial obliteration of the 

Mines Building, continuing a project which dates back to the late 1950s. 

The building was designed by M ' l u d Foster & Partners, who also designed 

That Wobbly Bridge Across The Thames, That Stadium We Can't Afford and 

the B M S . Lord Foster is expected to sell the cigarette packet he scribbled it 

on to the College for an extra £ l m . 

Meanwhile, Lord Foster is also in the process of designing an open air car­

park in Dalby Court. Estates are in the process o f spending £140,000 on trees 

as part of a scheme to transform the area. 

I m p e r i a l 

a n n o u n c e s n e w 

p r i n c i p l e s 
by T O M ANDERSON 

T H E C O L L E G E has announced its four new principles, the confirmation of 

which wi l l be crucial to its future. 

They are: Professor M o Money (Glaxo-Smithkline, formerly o f I C S M ) , Lord 

Steel N . Glass (formerly of Foster and Partners), Dr R. U . Belt-Tightening 

(from the private sector) and M r Lucrative Overseas-Fees (from the 

Management School). 

The Rector, Sir Richard Sykes, also announced that he w i l l be working very 

closely with the four new principles. Speaking to a selection o f high-profile 

alumni and royalty at last week's commemoration of the Royal School o f 

Mines ' second anniversary, Sir Richard said, "These are pre-eminent princi­

ples which are respected internationally in work in science, engineering and 

medicine... and are the ideal leaders to help the College evolve in this direc­

tion." 

Sir Richard's speech was the highlight of a weekend's celebrations to com­

memorate the second anniversary of the R S M . Entitled Undermining History, 

a packed crowd in the B i l l H . Gates Department of Physics No.4 ( U K ) heard 

tales from veteran students about the College's bygone days, when subjects as 

obscure as Geology, Materials and Mathematics were widely taught and con­

sidered vital for the future o f the country. 

A pub l ica t ion of Imper ia l C o l l e g e R e s e a r c h L td - " W e f ind shit out" 

T M f f f U S T students moved imo the tra»i>i'or»Hi} Bei i Hal l th« « * * 
as the project finished m time and <>» budget. The four fe» ,c!'lir" 

^^^^S^^^^^^S^M§i:W^^^M3SM E ff:f ff f f 
| wa l l and all tt\m» hav« «atc-t i f- the-*n dangling cables. Pictured. 

The first studeni u« move hi c x p k « « She etch ing new brick s e w * 



E t i e n n e P o l l a r d d e a d 
(ributes trickle in as Deputy President killed on holiday 

l E D W A R D S 

•pe r i a l C o l l e g e U n i o n w a s s h o c k e d on 

p o n d a y a s n e w s c a m e in t h a t D e p u t y 

esident ( F i n a n c e & S e r v i c e s ) E t i e n n e 

Hard had apparent ly d ied whi le on hol iday 

New York. 

NYPD o f f i c i a l s s a y it is too s o o n to te l l 

ictly what caused M r Po l l a rd ' s dea th , but 

ewitness r e p o r t s s u g g e s t t h a t t h e D P 

iparently "d i sappeared up his own a rse . " 

One eyewi tness sa id , "I was walk ing along 

Ith Avenue when I saw an Engl ish guy look-

rj real ly l os t . H e w a s w a l k i n g a l o n g t he 

«ement w i th no idea w h e r e he w a s , and 

snple were bumping into him. Tha t ' s when I 

|)lised that he c o u l d n ' t ac tua l l y s e e wha t 

* going on around him because he had his 

«d inserted into his own rec tum. " 

Mr P o l l a r d is b e l i e v e d to h a v e s u f f e r e d 

m the rare cond i t ion , known as Port i I laxis 

ce having s tar ted at Imperial C o l l e g e three 

srs ago. D e s p i t e its d isab l ing e f f ec t s , He 

s still able to comple te two years of an ISE 

jree and last F e b r u a r y w a s c o n v i n c i n g l y 

icted D e p u t y P r e s i d e n t ( F i n a n c e a n d 

[vices). A t the t ime, most of C o l l e g e were 

ware that he su f fe red f rom the rare cond i -

|n, but his r e p e a t e d a t t a c k s , wh ich cou ld 

last up to a w e e k , s o o n made it 

ev ident that someth ing was se r i ­

ous ly wrong. 

Ind iv idua ls w i th P o r t i l l a x i s a re 

capab le of living well into old age , 

w i t h L o r d T e b b i t , B a r o n n e s s 

T h a t c h e r a n d Ian P a i s l e y b e i n g 

w e l l - k n o w n s u f f e r e r s . H o w e v e r , 

v i c t i m s l ive w i th the p e r m a n e n t 

poss ib i l i t y that an a t t ack c a n be 

f a t a l - e i t h e r to t he i r c a r e e r s or 

thei r l i ves. En t rep reneu r R i cha rd 

B r a n s o n n e a r l y h a d h i s p u b l i c 

i m a g e r u i n e d by a n a t t a c k o f 

Port i l lax is . which he b lames for his 

involvement in the ra i lways, whi le 

Noe l Edmonds is bel ieved to have 

suf fered a fatal a t tack six months 

ago. 

It is bel ieved that during a ser ious a t tack of 

Por t i l l ax is , the su f fe re r is unab le to ex t rac t 

their head, which is gradual ly sucked deeper 

in until the indiv idual l i teral ly d i sappea rs up 

thei r own a rse . M a n y sec re t l y s u s p e c t that 

his spel l as D P (F&S) was respons ib le for the 

f laring up of his unfor tunate condi t ion. 

T r i b u t e s p o u r e d in f r o m p e o p l e a c r o s s 

C o l l e g e , w i t h P r e s i d e n t H a m i s h C o m m o n 

descr ib ing him as " swee t , indust r ious and a 

good deputy" . 

Fel ix Edi tor J o h n C l i f fo rd said "It is unfor­

tunate that M r Po l la rd shou ld d i s a p p e a r up 

his own a rse so c lose to the end of the term. 

He will be sore ly m issed- but his death should 

serve as a warning to o thers about the dan­

gers of this cond i t ion . " 

M r Pol lard was 21 when he d isappeared . 

in b r i e f 

D O C S O C B A C K 

(in a fair ly mean ing less move, the D o c S o c 

amittee have been r e i n s t a t e d by C i t y & 

lilds Un ion for the rema inder of the year , 

[solving them of any b lame but having few 

Jctical consequences . The move came af ter 

apparent a g r e e m e n t b e t w e e n A s h A r y a 

I Dep Rep, who or iginal ly brought a pro-

>al forward to suspend D o c S o c ) and J a c k 

ik, the outgoing Cha i r . 

C A N C E R M O N E Y 

Researchers at Not t ingham Un ivers i t y last 

|ek heated up the d e b a t e o v e r c o r p o r a t e 

ansorship when an ent i re cance r research 

m resigned in pro tes t at a donat ion f rom a 

acco company . The U n i v e r s i t y ' s head of 

icer r esea rch sa id that the d e p a r t u r e of 

Dav id Thurston and his ent i re staff of f i f teen 

w a s " h u m i l i a t i n g " a n d w o u l d m a k e 

No t t i ngham a "m inor p layer " in the f ie ld of 

cancer research . He added that the univers i ­

ty 's accep tance of a £3.8m grant from Br i t ish 

A m e r i c a n T o b a c c o w a s " m i s g u i d e d . . . a n d 

m a d e w i t h o u t c o n s u l t a t i o n w i t h a c a d e m i c 

staf f ." 

R O B O D O C 

Ar i Darz i , a surgeon at S t M a r y ' s hospi ta l , 

has success fu l l y demons t ra ted a robot ic sur­

geon on 22 pa t ien ts wi th a range of cond i ­

t i ons f rom he rn ias to t i s s u e r e m o v a l . L a s t 

month, a carpenter f rom Bed fo rd became the 

f irst cancer pat ient in the country to have his 

tumour removed by a robot. A l l 22 pat ien ts 

have had s igni f icant ly shor ter recovery t imes 

than those who had undergone normal sur­

gery, and C o l l e g e medica l eng ineers are cur­

rently work ing to perfect a sense of touch for 

the robot, in order to al low it to detect direct­

ly what sort of t i ssue it is in contact wi th. 

F L O W E R G E N E S 

Lord Sa insbu ry , the sc ience minister , last 

w e e k o p e n e d I m p e r i a l ' s n e w G e n e t i c 

T h e r a p i e s C e n t r e , housed in the new M D R 

( F l o w e r s ) B u i l d i n g . T h e c e n t r e w i l l w o r k 

towards f inding new ways to use genet ics to 

t r e a t d i s e a s e s , a n d i ts £ 8 . 5 m c o s t c a m e 

m a i n l y f r o m M i t s u b i s h i a n d the W o l f s o n 

F o u n d a t i o n . D r a w i n g on t h e B M S , t h e 

C e n t r e ' s open p lan labs w e r e d e s i g n e d by 

Fos te r & Par tners , descr ibed as a " research 

hote l " . 

• Felix • 27th June 2001 News 



Driving Tomorrow's Technology 

Systems and Software Engineering 
Excellent salary plus benefits 

Automotive Sector London, Kent and France 

Delphi Automotive Systems is the world leader in automotive component and systems technology. 
We supply advanced fuel injection systems to the world's greatest manufacturers of cars, trucks and 
industrial machinery. Our systems contain embedded microprocessors operating with exceptional levels of 
real-time performance in severe environmental conditions. 

Continuing success in our growing business has opened up a large number of vacancies in our Systems and 
Software and Engineering Teams at Park Royal in West London, Gillingham in Kent and Blois in the Loire 
Valley, France. We have opportunities for Engineers at all levels within these teams, from new graduates to 
specialists with many years of experience. 

For all positions you should be educated to degree (or equivalent) level, ideally in engineering, computing or a 
related discipline.The work encompasses all aspects of the Software Engineering Lifecycle including requirements 
definition, system modelling, structured analysis and design, "C programming and software testing using 
automated tools and extensive engine and vehicle test facilities. Previous experience in any of the above and the 
ability to deal confidently with customers at all levels are desirable. Any experience in automotive engineering, 

or just a keen interest in cars and engines would be an advantage. 

We offer excellent training and development opportunities and as part of the world's largest 
automotive component and technology company, our career opportunities are unrivalled. Most of the 

positions will provide opportunities for international travel. We also offer a first class salary and 
benefits package together with generous relocation expenses. 

For further information please ring Nicola Pratt on 01453 794410. 
You can send her your CV, quoting reference number ICI to the 

lk. Human Resources Department, Delphi Automotive Systems, Brunei Way, 
Stonehouse, Gloucestershire GLIO 3SX or email 

nicola.pratt@dds.delphiauto.com 

Please state any particular location preference. 

A u t o m o t i v e S y s t e m s 

mailto:nicola.pratt@dds.delphiauto.com


Insurance and genetic testing 

to doubt everyone at Imperial we lcomed the 
'ittsburgh f ind ings on A lzhe imer ' s publ ished 
larlier this month . The s tudy ident i f ied a pre-
ciusly uncharac te r i zed genet ic mutat ion as 
King a s igni f icant risk factor for the d i sease , 
(hen present a longs ide other known genet ic 
Buses. Y e t as ed i t o r s p i eced toge the r the 
jtest ' s tudy p r o m p t s cure hope' head l i nes , 
datives of s u f f e r e r s cou ld be fo rg iven for 
lishing sc ien t i s ts would leave the area a lone. 
Vhy? G e n e t i c tes t ing for a d i sease benef i ts 
[roups o ther than those at risk - it benef i ts 
isurance f i rms. 

E u r o p e a n O b s e r v a t o r y on H e a l t h C a r e 
S y s t e m s . W h a t su rp r i sed me most was the 
lack of a cent ra l European legal ruling on the 
subject . Wh i le in Hol land genet ic information 
inc ludes family h istory and can not general ly 
be used by insurance compan ies , G e r m a n law 
r e q u i r e s tha t a p p l i c a n t s r e v e a l a l l k n o w n 
medica l in format ion. 

There is (of cou rse ) a more genera l e th ica l 
a n d p h i l o s o p h i c a l i s s u e l u r k i n g h e r e . 
Sc ien t i f i c knowledge about our spec ies , be it 
g e n e t i c t e s t s fo r d i s e a s e or p s y c h o l o g i c a l 
e v a l u a t i o n s o f i n t e l l i g e n c e , is a p p e a r i n g in 

onsider the fo l low ing s i tua t ion , set s o m e - ever increasing amounts . It a l lows us to dis-

.here in e a r l y g g I n s u r e r s a l s o t h i n k 1 1 t i n g u i s h 
* * be tween indi-

i t ' s n i c e t o k n o w v i d u a i s on 
list c e n t u r y 
iritain. You r fa in­
ly h a s a h i s t o r y o f 
llzheimer's and a new genet ic test is ava i l -
ible, a l lowing you to see if you too carry the 
nutation. Y o u unde rs tand that car ry ing the 
aulty gene d o e s not mean you wi l l get the 
lisease, just that you are more l ikely to. In 
my event, it wou ld be nice to know, wouldn't 

nsurers a l s o th ink it's n ice to know. W h a t 
eally bugs them is when you know and they 
lon't. This is per fect ly unders tandab le ; if you 
iere to be car ry ing the mutat ion one of the 
irst th ings you would probably do is up your 
fe assurance pol icy. Insurers are qui te right-
1 suspic ious of the poss ib i l i ty of f raud, and 
» will ask you to revea l the resu l ts of any 
jenetic tes ts you have taken , just as required 
bra plethora of o ther medica l tes ts . 

Ihe C a t c h - 2 2 s i tuat ion that deve lops is s imi -
ar to t h e H I V - i n s u r a n c e d i l e m m a . If y o u 

the b a s i s of hea l th and 
abi l i ty l ike never before. C o n s i d e r insurance 
aga in : In the old days we all essent ia l l y paid 
the premium for those unfor tunate sou ls who 
pop the i r c l o g s th ree d e c a d e s be fo re the i r 
t ime. N o w few of us are p repared to subs i ­
d ize the pol ic ies of those wi th a high chance 
of dy ing ear ly, espec ia l l y if they knew the risk 
f a c t o r s but f a i l e d to d e c l a r e t h e m to the 
insurer. 

aven't been t e s t e d an i nsu rance c o m p a n y 
»ill have no informat ion to go on , except for 
isking t h e u s u a l l i f e s t y l e q u e s t i o n s . N o 
Jritish insurer wil l force you to take genet ic 
tests. C o n s e q u e n t l y avo id be ing tes ted and 
our premiums are l ikely to s tay at their cur-
ent supposed ly low level . O n the other hand, 
lou want to know, don't you? W h e n it comes 
:o filling up the pol icy app l i ca t ion , however , 
IOU r i s k c o m m i t t i n g f r a u d if y o u f a i l t o 
ieclare the resul t : The Assoc ia t i on of Br i t ish 
insurers' p r e - 1 9 9 9 po l i cy s t a t e m e n t r e a d s 
People wish ing to take out new life insurance 
jolicies wil l cont inue to be required to report 
ihe resul ts of any genet ic tes ts" . There is a 
real c h a n c e that peop le wi l l avo id poss ib l e 
>arly de tec t i on of a d i s e a s e s imp ly to keep 
;heir premiums down. 

tone of th is is part icular ly new. I was remind-
;d of the d e b a t e a f te r read ing an ar t i c le in 
lSE Magaz ine ( L S E ' s alumni rag), wr i t ten by 
Vina Dixon and Dr El ias M o s s i a l o s from the 

an i n d i v i d u a l ' s s u c c e s s in l i f e , t h i s m a d e 
sense - we were int roducing a sense of fair­
ness into an unfair ly chaot ic wor ld . A s we dis­
c o v e r more and m o r e g e n e t i c f a c t o r s that 
cont r ibute to al l a s p e c t s of our l ives this nat­
ural soc ia l i sm is and wil l cont inue to be erod­
ed . C o u p l e d with the increasingly determin is­
t ic w o r l d - v i e w of ou r b l a m e - c u l t u r e , it is a 
recipe for soc ia l d isas te r . 

I s ta r ted with a p iece of sc ient i f ic resea rch , 
and noted that e v e n the bes t - i n t ended s c i ­
e n c e wi l l ra ise p r o b l e m s and i ssues beyond 
its or ig inal doma in . There is s imp ly no such 
thing as ob ject ive eth ica l ly neutral research . 
Dur ing my t ime at Imperial I was cons tan t l y 
amazed by how little interest many s tudents 
showed in the humani t ies and soc ia l sc iences , 
i ndeed o f ten in any f i e l ds o u t s i d e of the i r 
own. W h e n asked the reply was of ten not so 
much a perce ived lack of in terest , but a lack 
of util ity; "I don't think it's relevant to what I 
do" w o u l d c o m e the r e s p o n s e . W e l l , th ink 
aga in . 

Ed Sexton is a freelance journalist and writer 
and former editor of Felix. 
E d @ e x i s t e n t . c o . u k 

A s i m i l a r h y p o t h e t i c a l 
e x a m p l e c o m e s f r o m 
e d u c a t i o n . S u p p o s e a s 
the century drags on we 
learn how to eva lua te a 
c h i l d ' s n a t u r a l m e n t a l 
ab i l i t y to l ea rn . P r i v a t e 
schoo ls will begin to list 
t h e t e s t a m o n g t h e i r 
o t h e r e n t r y r e q u i r e ­
m e n t s . P a r e n t s w i l l 
ob jec t to the i r t a l e n t e d 
l i t t l e d a r l i n g s b e i n g 
p l a c e d a l o n g s i d e k i d s 
w h o , l e t s f a c e i t , a r e 
n e v e r g o i n g to l e a r n 
m u c h . A n d for the f i rs t 
t ime they wi l l have s c i ­
e n t i f i c t e s t s t o p r o v e 
thei r point . H o w long in 
the face of such know l ­
e d g e c a n t h e s t a t e 
p r o m i s e to e d u c a t e a l l , 
of whatever abi l i ty? 

O u r en t i re w e l f a r e s y s ­
t e m is b u i l t u p o n t h e 
i d e a o f t h e f o r t u n a t e 
he lp ing the un fo r tuna te 
t h rough s e l e c t i v e t a x a ­
t i o n . In t h e t w e n t i e t h 
c e n t u r y , w h e n it w a s 
hard to ident i fy gene t i c 
f a c t o r s a s s o c i a t e d w i th 

I S p m - a o m 
F r e e d r i n k o f A r c h e r ' s 

f r o m i p m - 5 p m a n d o f 

B a c a r d i f r o m 7 p m - 1 a m 

B o u n c e y C a s t l e W a t e r P i s t o l s 

B a l l o o n s F u m E n t e r t a i n m e n t s 

H | After 7pm: FREEIents card 

b a c a r d m £2,00 iCU, £2.50 others 
i C U 

IMPERIAL COLLEGE UNION 
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A q u e s t i o n 
o f y o u r r i g h t s ? 

Free advice and help with 
any problem or question 

you might have. 
The Union Advice Service is staffed by a full-time legal 
adviser with information on housing, immigration, 
consumer rights, debt, welfare benefits, employment, 
academic problems or harassment. 

To make an appointment either drop by the *CU 
reception, first floor Beit Quad, or phone 020-7594-
8060. If you wish to contact the adviser directly, phone 
020-7594-8067 or e-mail advice@ic.ac.uk. 

A broad range of information leaflets is available in 
the Union reception area for your convenience. 

U n i o n 

A d v i c e 

S e r v i c e 
Confident ial and impart ia l advice open to ail s tuden ts and staff 

i C U 
IMPERIAL COLLEGE UNION 

"It is a busy night in the bar 
and a pint accidently is 
knocked over. In the crowd a 
heated argument starts and 
someone is jostled.n 

Do you want to get involved? 
Can you calm a tense situation and want to help 
make the Union a safe and friendly place for all? 
Long term positions are available in the Union 
Stewards team. There are variable hours and rates 
of pay depending on your timetable. Training is 
provided. 
For more information please either drop by the 
i C U reception, phone the entertainments 
manager, Hamden Al-Rubaie, on 020-7594-8068 
or e-mail ents@ic.ac.uk for details. 

IMPERIAL COLLEGE UNION 

W o r k f o r y o u r s e l f . W o r k a t t h e U n i o n . . . 
...and make a difference to your social life. 

S U M M E R T E R M E V E N T S C A L E N D A R A T I C t t 

T U E S D A Y 
Final Trivia night of the Term!- F R E E ! Show us what you 
learned this year. £ 5 0 prize! 

26 J u n e Drink or Drive by B-Free - Test your driving skills 
on Scalextric, Playstation & more. F R E E to supporting halls, 
£1 to others. Doors 7.30pm. @ dB's bar. 

W E D N E S D A Y 
Every Week C h e e s y Wotsi ts D i s c o - The best gorgonzola 
money can buy!!!!! Enjoy yourself with a mid-week melt. 
9pm - 1 2 midnight. F R E E before 11pm, 50p after 11pm. @ /'CU. 

F J 2 I D A Y 
29 J u n e S u m m e r Chi l l O u t -

t u r n u p ! t u n a in i c h i l l o u t ! 
Dust off your flip-flops & put on your 
swimmies, because school's out for the summer. 

• DJs in the Quad and in dB's. 

• Drink samples from Archer's (1pm - 5pm) 
and Bacardi (7pm - 1am). 

• Chill Out Party: 12pm - 2am. 1 

• Side Acts, Freebees, B B Q . JlS 

• Impulse/MTV Presenter promotion. 

• Bar open all day. 

• F R E E before 7pm. 

£ 2 . 0 0 /'CU £ 2 . 5 0 guests / F R E E with enfs card 

June 26,20 

Tickets from iCU reception, Beit Quad. T: 020-7594-8060 F: 020-7594-8065 Details may be changed at any time, ffl 

mailto:advice@ic.ac.uk
mailto:ents@ic.ac.uk


o d i t o n a l 

I I m I G T O C J O 

Finances. Unfor tunate ly that 's all I've heard 

about for the past week after our mild financial 

r sis last week.;; Cr is is is maybe a bit strong, but 

it's not as bad as it sounds. Knowing that our 

liajor adver i \ 

iirtle sooner may have helped though. 

Your beloved student newspaper may have lost 

•j few thousand pounds in the dot com bubble 

jurst, but it s e e m s re t r ievab le- : : : what real ly 

annoyed me o v i | ttijs whole /as how the 

Onion's Exec happily discu; suspended 
:elix and talked about suing m e for money our 

advertisers owe us, without even asfeng me for my 

jpinton or defence O K , the icemed, but 

someoc 

Unless, of ft to sort out; 

:he finances, but I have effectively been single-

andedly managing a company with a £100.000 

wnover , and I think I've done an alr ight job. 

Eventually .H ,;d out and 

danced H d ; to 

•jet on with my life- which 

sill be nice. 

"Turning to non-financial 

I matters, I c a n | : believe 

is my last issue, find 

e end of the : year , i t 's 

ally scary how fast the 

iar's g o n e , E a c h y e a r 

3t seems to be so much 

ster. th e « ' ° # s 

«, and taking this to its 

gica! extreme i'li be dead 

f ive " y e a r s " . N e v e r 

nd, I'm sure there 's an 

:J'."V 
• H' ::• : • • • ,••;.' 

• i i < •••'<•• : : 

p d , : W 
"isiStifLlV • 

• :•: II •• • •.••'•][. sA;,|.̂ .' i\ 

gathering, page layout, staff recruitment & 
;". .. • ' : ; 

id doing the business side (advertising manage-

•p: ... • ' - • i 

| : e - r p f-c a i d , v.ho I " dve to admit I've never 
t; i f thiS 

a professional organisation I would be out on 

feat at accounting- work on each issue has to be 

h e in a very snort t imesca 'e with immovable 

deadline, while accounting can be put off until the 

next time I'm free, but then it's time to start the 

i | |ould sleep, have a social and family life- which 

heve all suffered for fairly shit wages Shows corn-

Don't get me wrong. J love this job, but in any 

piofessional organisation it would be recognised 

tha t g i v i n g bo th f i n a n c i a l ar id m a n a g e m e n t 

ble Both me and Dave made accounting screw-

ups, and it wouldn't be Wi l l 's fault if he did next 

'•:•',; ii • 

of staff is fanly small compared to the size of our 

' .e-.::;;.':--" '".-=!, 

J | W e l l , enough of me & Fel ix I w a s hoping I 
wouldn't have to do something like that for my last 
' , , 

p" i fec t ly honest, but I hope 
that whatever I do I work with! 
people as support ive, hard 

5 c; mqsl'iof; 
the people I've worked with 
this y e a r T h e r e ' s a l ist of 
people I want to thank, but I 
a l ready know i t 's not c o m 
plete, s o t ime for the oscar 
n ight th ing T h a n k s to my 
eve r suppor t i ve fami ly and 
flatmates for the 
patience Dit to tl 
a m a z i n g amc 

r>::. 
ne 

of apologies to people 

a lways a s ta te , sorry 

moody, sotry for the S 

e a r n e d away and do 

/ ice and 
snrtters 

friend Ii 

^ i se t t se 

i .anfi l l | i i 

> well as 

jwe a lot 

office is 

se6 a 

len 1 get 

f w e ' v e 

i t irtten-

:ntia) bit 

i talking 

d be no 

J o h n n y 

E d i t o r i a l S t a f f 

Editor John Clifford 

Books Jonathan Matthews 

Film Drew Nienhuis 

Mus ic Andy Houldsworth & j 

Tom B a i l e s s I 

Restaurants Jana Natkunarajah 

S c i e n c e M a t t Kap lan 

Sport & Cartoons lain Angus 

& J o White 

Graphic Design. .Just in van der Toorn 

Photography Jonas Lindsay 

P r o o f i n g L u c y P e n m a n 

W r i t e r s 

Wil l iam Foster, Rik Edwards, 

Mat t Kaplan, Tom Bai less, 

Jonathan Mat thews, Al isdair Wren , 
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Thankyou and goodbye 
A s the sun s t reams into my of f ice I recal l 

the last t ime I sw i tched my of f ice fan on 

(du r i ng J u l y las t y e a r ) , a n d I f i nd m y s e l f 

w r i t i ng my last eve r co lumn for Fe l i x - my 

f i r s t o n e b e i n g a f e w y e a r s a g o in 

N o v e m b e r 1996 in my f o rmer gu i se 

as ' W e s t m i n s t e r Eye ' . It's the end of 

another year for the s tudent popu la­

t ion at Imperial and for some the end 

o f s o m e o f o u r t i m e a t I m p e r i a l 

C o l l e g e . 

W h e n I f irst s tar ted at the Un ion 

knew I w a s tak ing over an o rgan i sa ­

t ion of immense var ie ty and complex­

ity wi th c lubs and soc ie t ies spann ing 

an unpara l le led breadth of ac t iv i ty . I 

am sti l l learning about other ac t iv i t ies 

we do today. I remember a carefu l ly -

ph rased set of genera l po l ic ies f rom 

my e lect ion campa ign including bring-;; 

ing d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g c l o s e r to s t u - l 

den t s , negot ia t ing cons t ruc t i ve l y but f i rmly 

with the C o l l e g e and cons ider ing the Union 's 

role in a mu l t i - campus C o l l e g e . I admi t I've 

done some , had o thers do some for me, and 

d o n e l e s s f f S o m e t i m e s 
o n

A

o t h e r s

n and s o m e t i m e s 
aspec t o f n m y job this f r u s t r a t i n g 
y e a r w h i c h s e p a r a t e s it f r om o t h e r U n i o n 

pos ts is the amount of t ime negot ia t ing wi th 

the C o l l e g e . I don't and never did think they 

were there to consp i re aga ins t s tuden ts - I 

can' t be l i eve s o m e o n e wou ld t ake a sen io r 

job in a univers i ty who did. However , I have 

learnt that there are a var ie ty of indiv iduals 

wi th in the C o l l e g e f rom those who see the 

s tudent v iew as integral to how they ope ra te 

to those who know bet ter than us more lowly 

be ings on what is best for us. Th is has been 

some t imes i l luminat ing and some t imes frus­

t ra t ing. It is sat is fy ing to see a C o l l e g e - w i d e 

pol icy change as the result of your input on 

what 's best for s tuden ts , less so when peo­

ple c o n s i s t e n t l y re fuse to d i s c u s s an i ssue 

a f fec t i ng s t u d e n t s wi th you in the hope of 

p r e s e n t i n g s o m e fa i t a c c o m p l i at a l a t e r 

da te , or because they can't imagine s tuden ts 

could make a useful cont r ibut ion. 

Hav ing sa id that, the C o l l e g e and its staff 

a re normal ly ve ry keen to help s t u d e n t s in 

t r o u b l e a n d , c u r i o u s l y e n o u g h , o n e of the 

more d e p r e s s i n g and su rp r i s i ng a s p e c t s of 

this year has been the unwi l l ingness of many 

s tuden ts to app roach the Un ion when they 

are in t rouble. There was even a s tudent liv­

ing in my own halls of res idence who did not 

a p p r o a c h me f o r a m o n t h b e c a u s e s h e 

a s s u m e d 'I would be too busy too deal with 

by Hamish Common 
President, Imperial College Union 

it'. Th is is r id icu lous! Ev if you were never 

i c i c u o u r v ^ o u j keen on us soc ia l scene 01 

c lubs and soc ie t i es the Un ion is a lways there 

to he lp w h e n you ' re d o w n , have p r o b l e m s 

w i t h C o l l e g e , l a n d l o r d s , s t a f f , o t h e r s t u -

l l um ina t ing d e n t s , o r e v e n if y o u 

99 

s i o n s nex t y e a r on h o w it d e a l s wi th the 

C C U s in the light of th is new faculty struc­

ture. 

Las t of a l l , I wou ld l ike to acknowledge the 

| r e s i d e n t s of L i n s t e a d Ha l l , which I 

have spent far too l i t t le t ime in this 

y e a r , e v e n t hough I apparen t l y live 

t he re : t h a n k s na tu ra l l y goes to the 

wa rden ing t eam and re -apps includ­

ing C h i e f S a r a h , C l a r e of Bradford, 

S c a r y C l a r e , L e s s s c a r y E m m a , 

Industr ious B a b s , R e b e c c a & Mischa 

the Imposter , A l i s ta i r , S a n d y and any 

o t h e r s who shou ldn ' t t ake offence I 

can' t reca l l the i r names . Thanks too 

to my landing ne ighbours Tom, Andy 

a n d S a c h a , p lus B r a d and Rik who 

e f f ec t i ve l y l i ved the re and together 

he lped re - i nv igo ra te my fai th in the 

f u t u r e o f t h e m e d i c a l p r o f e s s i o n 

whi ls t tak ing up much of the Linstead 

n e t w o r k b a n d w i d t h o n g e n d e r - s p e c i f i c 

ana tomica l r esea rch . 

G o o d luck and good bye! 

Hamish 

want to chat . 

It w o u l d be d i f f i c u l t 

to ta lk of the C o l l e g e 

a n d i t s s t a f f w i t h o u t 

m e n t i o n i n g t h e n e w 

R e c t o r , S i r R i c h a r d 

S y k e s . D e s p i t e in i t ia l 

f e a r s e x p r e s s e d by 

many s tuden ts that he 

wou ld a t t e m p t to turn 

it i n t o a s t u d e n t l e s s 

r e s e a r c h i n s t i t u t e , I 

have found S i r R ichard 

to be g e n u i n e l y c o n ­

c e r n e d w i t h s t u d e n t 

i ssues and as interest­

ed in qua l i t y t e a c h i n g 

a s he is in q u a l i t y 

r esea rch . A n d he does 

plan to keep us all here 

f o r t h e i n d e f i n i t e 

future! The new facul ty 

s t r u c t u r e , t h o u g h the 

o r i g i n a l p l a n s w e r e 

done wi thout mean ing­

ful consu l ta t ion with us 

shou ld ce r ta in l y bene ­

fit taught and research 

s t u d e n t s in t h e l o n g 

r u n . T h e U n i o n w i l l 

i tsel f need to c o m e to 

some cou rageous dec i -

i n t o r u f c b e r 
*? 

F i n a l l y g o t t o g r i p s w i t h y o u r s t u d i e s 

a n d w a n t t o m a k e s o m e c a s h ? 

Union catering is looking for staff for the next 
academic year to work in dB's and DaVincis' 
catering outlets. 
There are variable hours available depending on 
your timetable. A l l training is provided so no 
experience is necessary. Benefits include College 
contributory pension scheme and holiday pay 
entitlement. Your meal is provided during each 
shift worked. 
To join the friendly team in union catering either 
drop by DaVincis or phone the catering manager, 
Nicky Slavid, on 020-7594-8080 for more 
information. 

i C U 
IMPERIAL COLLEGE UNION 

W o r k f o r y o u r s e l f . W o r k a t t h e U n i o n . . . 
...and make a difference to your social life. 
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FED UP MISSING OUT 
ON ALL THE EXCITEMENT?!? 

FOR ICU RAG! 
W a g i n g w a r i n I m p e r i a l b o r e d o m 

NEAREST RECRUITING STATION 
2 8 t h J u n e , 8 p m - U n i o n D i n i n g H a l l , 1 s t F l o o r , B e i t Q u a d 

A l l w e l c o m e , e s p e c i a l l y w e b e d i t o r s , R a g M a g e d i t o r s , 

n e w i d e a s . . . v i s i t w w w . s u . i c . a c . u k / r a g f o r d e t a i l s 

http://www.su.ic.ac.uk/rag


Image Issues 

IC is often perceived as being full of geeky guys. How true is this, and what effect is it having? 

Felix asked these girls what they thought... 

T O M B A I L E S S 

What is the first thing you think of when 

people talk about IC? Wor ld-c lass tech­

n i c a l i n s t i t u t i o n ? C e n t r e of c u t t i n g e d g e 

research? O r just a place full of geeky guys? 

These things may be true, and I have no prob­

lem with the first two, but the last is a worry. 

Whether it is an issue depends how ser iously 

people take it. I've had the good-natured rib­

bing from f r iends back home, but that 's just 

annoying, rather than a major problem. W h e n 

you start to think that is how IC is perceived by 

the majori ty, it makes you sit up. W h a t sur­

prised me is how almost every university guide 

from The Guardian to Virgin Student all make 

some reference to it. Felix has set out to find if 

people were worr ied about this image, what 

effects it has on them, and whether indeed they 

thought it was a bad thing at all. When thinking 

about who to ask, we thought it best to start 

with people who are being most unfairly tagged 

with the "geeky guy" st igma, that is, people who 

are most definitely not geeky guys. What 's the 

oppos i te to a geeky guy? W h y , an outgo ing, 

confident, young woman of course! 

W e found some volunteers for this task and 

asked them what they thought. To give a face to 

the voice, we decided to take some pictures to 

go with it. I hope that these contrast with typical 

ideas of the IC geek. 

Laura, Medicine 
W h e n y o u t h i n k o f I C , d o y o u t h i n k 

t h e r e is a p r o b l e m w i t h i t s i m a g e ? 

I'd say yes . There is a lack of fema les , apart 

from in medicine. People know about that lack 

of females, and I think they draw their own con­

clusions from it. 

I t h ink t h e r e a r e m o r e g e e k s a t I m p e r i a l , 

because you have to be quite intelligent to get 

here, and also we don't have any arts subjects. 

D o y o u t h i nk t ha t d e f i n e s a g e e k ? 

That, and someone who keeps themse lves to 

themselves, and doesn't social ise, people who 

keep their heads down. It's really nothing to do 

with being good at your work. It's like they don't 

k n o w h o w to c o m m u n i c a t e , t h e y a r e j us t 

obsessed with their work. I think some people 

resent others like that, because they are good 

at their work 

D o y o u t h i nk b e i n g a g e e k a l w a y s h a s 

n e g a t i v e i m p l i c a t i o n s ? 

I think it could have posi t ive impl icat ions - it 

could mean that you are a really hard worker, 

you're dedicated to your work, but that could 

a lso show that someth ing is lacking, like you 

don't have any social life at al l . 

H a s I C ' s i m a g e h a d a n y c o n s e q u e n c e s 

on y o u ? 

Not real ly, no. I think it does mean that the 

medics tend to club together. That is a bit of a 

problem, but I don't want to be a part of that. 

D o e s it m a t t e r t ha t IC h a s t h i s i m a g e ? 

Yeah , to a certain extent. I think people do go 

elsewhere for social events. There is a stigma 

attached to Union events. 

A r e t h e r e a n y g i r l s y o u w o u l d c a l l 

g e e k y ? 

Not here, I have to say. I do know some, but I 

haven't met any at IC. It's very hard to label 

someone. 

D o y o u t h i n k t h e i m a g e of IC is w ide­

s p r e a d ? 

N o , not really. I think it's more of an internal 

thing. Peop le just think that things are better 

elsewhere, when really it's not. 

Katie, Biology 
W h a t do y o u t h i n k a b o u t t he g e n e r a l i s a ­

t i o n s t h a t p e o p l e m a k e a b o u t I C ? 

There is an enormous mix of people here. There 

are people f rom counc i l e s t a t e s , and I know 

people who have millionaire parents. One of my 
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friends here is a single mother. A l l of the gen­

eralisations are just untrue. 

Do y o u t h i n k t h e r e is an i s s u e o f I C ' s 

image o u t s i d e o f c o l l e g e ? 

Ithink it is a bit of a problem. The first impres­

sion that a lot of people get is that of loads of 

guys, and I suppose that some do look geeky. 

What is a g e e k ? 

Someone wear ing very convent ional c lo thes , 

with their hair greased back, wearing g lasses. I 

always thought a geek was just a stereotype, 

but I have seen a few people round who really 

lit the image, just visually though - I don't know 

them. They lock themselves in their rooms, and 

play with their computers for hours. But gener­

ally people are f ine. A l l my fr iends are really 

outgoing. 

[Do y o u t h i n k it is a p r o b l e m ? Is it a 

oegative t h i n g ? 

It would be a problem if it was the majority, but 

it is such a tiny minority, and I think you get 

them at any university. 

Do y o u t h i n k t ha t t he e x t e r n a l i m a g e o f 

IC has a f f e c t e d y o u ? 

Not directly, and I don't think it would, because 

think that the academic reputation of Imperial 

outweighs any other image. They think "good 

college", I don't think it's the first thing that 

they think of. 

So why do y o u t h i n k a l l of t h e s e e x t e r -

lal u n i v e r s i t y g u i d e s h a v e h o n e d in on 

ibis? 

lone person just wandered round the Union, 

Ihey probably would see more guys than girls 

and draw conclus ions from that. If they were 

actually at the uni, they would see that there is 

so much more to IC. 

People at IC are a lot more single minded than 

at o ther unis and want to do wel l . W h e t h e r 

they wear Iron Maiden T-shirts and tatty white 

trainers is neither here nor there. It's an exter­

nal perception that these people are geeks. 

Elaine, Medicine 
W h a t do y o u t h i n k o f t h e I C ' s i m a g e , 

a n d is t ha t i m a g e r e l e v a n t ? 

I don't think it should matter what image some 

one else has put on your university. It should 

only matter what you perceive yourself as. If 

you're happy with yourself and what your per­

sonal i ty 's l ike, it shouldn't really matter what 

o ther people have label led you as . If people 

come up to me and say "you're from IC" and 

therefore it must mean a certain thing, I would­

n't let that bother me. 

D o p e o p l e j u d g e y o u ? 

A couple of people have said, "Oh you're at IC, 

it must be real ly unnerving, there's so many 

males." When you come in the first year, it is 

kind of s t range at f i rst . There are so many 

boys, but gradual ly it's O K , it's not too bad. 

Boys make great fr iends, if not better friends 

than girls. 

It's natural that a certain proportion are going 

to be "electronical ly gi f ted" [geeky], shall we 

say. Wi th so many guys, I don't think that pro­

portion is any worse than at other unis. A lso , 

being a university of sc ience and technology, 

you do expect people to be more into sciencey 

things, which is perhaps one of the things that 

is associated with geeks. 

A r e y o u a g e e k ? 

(laughs) W e l l , m a y b e . . . I don' t lock myse l f 

away in my room. 

Is it a n e g a t i v e i m a g e ? 

I don't think it is . If it m a k e s us s e e m hard 

work ing and intel l igent, I think that 's a good 

thing. 

Heather, Medicine (again!) 
W h a t do y o u f e e l a b o u t h o w IC is per ­

c e i v e d by t h e p u b l i c ? 

I think it's a shame that we do have that image, 

but I think people should real ise it's not like 

that, especia l ly because there are more girls 

coming into IC now. The medical school has 

changed that sex ratio quite a lot. W i th any 

science subject, there is always that reputation 

of geeks and nerds. I think that could offend 

some people, because they don't want to be 

classif ied as such, on the other hand, we are a 

lively bunch, and science isn't just about read­

ing books. 

H a v e y o u h a d n e g a t i v e e x p e r i e n c e s 

f r o m b e i n g a s s o c i a t e d w i t h I C ? 

Somet imes people think I am nerd, but that's 

just ridiculous. I think it's more of a male thing 

to be honest. I have female friends who came 

here to do engineering and chemistry, and they 

weren't put off by the image. 

W h e r e d o e s t he i m a g e c o m e f r o m ? 

I think it's propagated by rugby player types 
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who go out drinking, and pretend they never 

work for exams. Those sort of people piss me 

off. They think you're sad just because you 

work. We ' re privi leged to be here, so people 

who think it's not cool to work for your degree 

are the ones who are most likely to label peo­

ple geeks. 

S o do y o u t h i nk i t 's m o r e o f an i n t e r n a l 

p r o b l e m ? 

Med ics tend to be rude about others like engi­

nee rs or p h y s i c i s t s , s a y i n g "Oh they ' re so 

geeky", it's ridiculous, especial ly at our age, but 

they do. 

W h e n one of my f r iends came here, she 

said "Oh my G o d , it looks like a factory where 

they keep all the people working in their labo­

rator ies under the street" , so when I came I 

was quite relieved to find people were normal. 

I think if someone was shal low enough to 

be put off by the image, then they probably 

wouldn't get on very well here anyway. 

C o u l d t h e g e e k y i m a g e be s e e n a s a 

g o o d t h i n g ? 

The word geek is a derogatory word, so I don't 

think it could ever be used in a posit ive way. 

Now that I've been here for a while, I forgot 

about that whole geek thing, and reading some 

of the uni guides reminded me of it. W h e n I 

was applying to unis, it did say stuff like that 

about IC, and now I think it is such a pile of 

poo, because it's just not true, and people here 

know that. I think it is important that people 

outside IC realise how unrealistic it is, so that 

people aren't put off coming to IC, and so that 

girls in particular aren't put off coming here. 

Kelly, Physics 
W h a t d o y o u t h i n k a b o u t I C ' s g e e k y 

i m a g e ? 

I admit that I have complained about the num­

ber of geeky guys. There is blatantly a lot, but 

there are a lot of other people too. In general, I 

don't think people are completely geeky. They 

do have different interests. 

W h a t is a g e e k ? 

I think a geeky guy is someone who is com­

pletely obsessed with their subject, and does­

n't think about anyth ing e lse . I know people 

who, in between lectures, they talk about lec­

tures. They come down the Union and they talk 

about lectures. That 's not a bad thing. It just 

seems there's not much more to them apart 

f rom what s u b j e c t they do , and wha t they 

know about that subject. 

IC 's image cou ld put peop le off com ing 

here if they think it is going to be really boring 

social ly. W h e n I first came here, it was a bit 

hard to find people with similar interests to me. 

I've made loads of f r iends through RockSoc 

t h o u g h , so it 's jus t a m a t t e r of mak ing an 

effort. 

In the last couple of years it has got a lot 

better. The number of girls on my course has 

doubled. 

T h e r e a r e m a n y v i e w s h e r e , bu t u l t i ­

m a t e l y , it s e e m s t h a t t h e p r o b l e m of 

I C ' s i m a g e is a s m u c h to do w i t h at t i ­

t u d e t h a n a n y r e a l i s s u e . F r o m a l l of 

t h e p e o p l e s ' v i e w s t h a t a r e e x p r e s s e d 

h e r e , o n e t h i n g ' s f o r s u r e is t ha t the re 

a r e l o t s o f w a y s o f l o o k i n g a t i t . The 

a i m of t h i s f e a t u r e is to p r o m o t e dis­

c u s s i o n o f t h e s e i s s u e s , a n d I h o p e the 

o p i n i o n s h e r e h a v e g o n e s o m e w a y 

t o w a r d s t ha t a i m . 

A B I G t h a n k y o u to a l l t h e g i r l s w h o 

v o l u n t e e r e d to h e l p o u t w i t h t h i s f ea ­

t u r e , a n d f o r b e i n g s o m u c h fun to work 

w i t h . I h o p e y o u a l l l i k e d t he p h o t o s ! 

S i n c e r e g r a t i t u d e to P h o t o S o c fo r let­

t i ng us b o r r o w t h e i r v e r y e x p e n s i v e ki t , 

e s p e c i a l l y to A l e x fo r s e t t i n g it a l l up. 

P h o t o S o c h a s a fu l l s e t o f s t u d i o equ ip ­

m e n t f o r u s e by t h e m e m b e r s , a s we l l 

a s a b r a n d n e w , c u s t o m - b u i l t d a r k r o o m 

f r o m n e x t y e a r . M e m b e r s a l s o g e t 

r e d u c e d p r i c e s on c a m e r a c o n s u m a b l e s . 

If y o u w o u l d l i ke to j o i n , c o n t a c t O t i l l i e , 

t h i s y e a r ' s p r e s i d e n t a t 

O t i l l i e . D y k e @ i c . a c . u k . 
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U n i o n C o l o u r s 2000-2001 

H a l f C o l o u r s 

Alexandra Cope 

Andrew Heeps 

Babatunde Olanrewaju 

Barry Edmonstone 

Christina Fell 

Claire Press 

Dan Preston 

Daniel Rose 

David Francis 

David Orme 

Emily Procter 

Florence Crick 

Jim McCusker 

Lorna Robinson 

Lucy Tipton 

Nima Jalali 

Rebecca Padfield 

Richard Tang 

Richard Taylor 

Rosemary Beckett 

Sabeen Tufail 

Sarah Bluhme 

Simon Torn 

Steve Little 

Toby Wilkinson 

Tom Gray 

Zayd Armanzi 

F u l l C o l o u r s 

Andrew Gallagher 

Anjlee Sheth 

Caroline Knight 

Catherine Pinch 

David Roberts 

David Rolls 

Gareth Morgan 

Idris Harding 

Kash Akhtar 

Leanora Lang 

Mary Parker 

Mustafa Ar i f 

Oliver Barnes 

Sarah Hughes 

O u t s t a n d i n g S e r v i c e A w a r d 

Ben Hawkins 

David Roberts 

David Stinson 

Dinesh Ganesarajah 

Gus Paul 

Jason McKee 

Melody Lam 

Paul Trompeteler 

Sen Ganesh 

U n i o n F e l l o w s h i p s 

Iain Campbell 

Ismail Jalisi 

Lian Doble 

Stephanie Dawson 

U n i o n D i s t i n g u i s h e d F e l l o w s h i p s 

Chris Jackson 

P r e s i d e n t ' s A w a r d s 

Lome McEwan 

Mandy Hurford 

Mustafa Ar i f 

Stephanie Dawson 



E X P E R I M E N T D E C L A R E D FAILURE 

Imperial Co l lege Schoo l of Med ic ine has been 

experimenting with a new brand of medical educa­

tion over the past three years. The course is one 

of the very few in the country where students get 

into hospitals and see patients from day one. The 

first three years are spent concentrating on the 

touchy feely aspects of medicine such as commu­

nication skills and empathy. Medical learning dur­

ing these first three years is relatively l imited, 

much is expected to be self taught, and is exam­

ined by trivial mult iple guess qu izzes , and of 

course the infamously ridiculous computer based 

statistics test with online help. Following the entry 

of the first wannbe doctors to undergo this course 

into their clinical training I C S M have realised that 

the approach taken to their education in the first 

three years has left them il l-prepared from the 

more traditional second half of their training. In an 

incredible move course directors at the medical 

school have decided to accept that their experi­

ment has failed, and are set to make changes to 

the current course to give students a more rigor­

ous, traditional education in their formative years 

at the school. To save face it is planned that these 

changes will be introduced gradually over the next 

three to five years. 

L O N G T E R M ASP IRAT IONS 

ICU's new President Sen Ganesh has been plan­

ning his entire life around getting the sabbatical 

position for the last few years. Sen completed his 

undergraduate degree in the year in which Hamish 

C o m m o n w a s e l e c t e d P r e s i d e n t . It is now 

believed that Sen did not stand for the presidency 

at this time as he came to some sort of agree­

ment with Hamish. In order to be eligible to stand 

this year Sen has spent the last year at Imperial 

taking an M S c course which has involved him 

repeating large chunks of the fourth year of his 

undergraduate degree. The year was not entirely 

effortless though, he is thought to have done one 

or two modules for the first time. However, as one 

A mostly libellous column. Kevin is a 
random entity who knows nothing about 

nothing 

of his 'very good f r iends ' is thought to have 

a l r eady c o m p l e t e d t h e s e c o u r s e w o r k - h e a v y 

courses this may come in useful. 

INSTANT N O T E S 

It is likely that by the start of next year course 

notes from MIT will be available online for a wide 

variety of subjects that are taught at Imperial. The 

scheme, known as M IT -OpenCourseWare , the 

scheme is designed will serve as a model for uni­

versity dissemination of knowledge in the Internet 

age . In the C h e m i s t r y depar tment staf f have 

already been looking at MIT's offerings, and were 

worried by the possible implications. One lecturer 

was wondering how they could justify the tuition 

cost of their courses now that lecture material 

was available in a superior form for free. 

S U C C E S S B R E E D S S U C C E S S 

Following the huge success of Idris Harding and 

his team's Imperial Col lege Summer Ball college 

has given the go-ahead to another massive stu­

dent run event to be held in the college. The 

R C S U ' s Beer festival was this week given the go-

ahead by head of catering John Foster on behalf 

of the Col lege, who were particularly impressed 

by the quality and speed of the cleanup following 

the Summer Ball - the Great Hall was back in its 

examination room format by nine o'clock Sunday 

morning, just five hours after the event closed. 

The Beer Festival has in the past been one of the 

largest and most enjoyable R A G events, and will 

provide a popular and highly visible core to RAG 

activities next year. The event, which will feature 

the drinking of a huge variety of exotic Beers, 

Ciders and Largers will be held on the afternoon 

and evening of Wednesday the 6th March. People 

wishing to get involved in the event should con­

tact Stuart Davis, stuart.davis@ic.ac.uk 

A N D F INALLY 

While Kevin has not yet found and excuse to stay 

around college next year the Felix editor-elect Will 

Dugdale did made a hustings pledge that should it 

be submitted, Mishmash will continue. Fantastic. 

(Yes. Great. So long and thanks for all the fishy 

stories, Kev -Ed) 

ARE YOU UP TO 
green rumen 

STANDARD? 
Work next term with Union Ents 
There are employment opportunities in all areas of 
Ents, Rag Cloakroom and Advertising. Hours are 
arranged to suit, depending on your timetable. 

There will be an Introduction & Training Day on 
Friday, September 28, 9am-4pm. Come and meet 
the team and find out more. Lunch will be provided. 

For more information please either drop by the Union 
reception, or phone on 020-7594-8060. 

Make a date in your diary for the Union Training Day, 
Friday, October 28, 9am-4pm. We look forward to 
working with you! 

iCU 
IMPERIAL COLLEGE UNION 

W o r k f o r you rse l f . W o r k a t t h e U n i o n . . . 
...and make a difference to your social life. 

M a k e F r i e n d s 

a n d 

I n f l u e n c e P e o p l e 

Short term posit ions available 
during Freshers' Week. 

Staff are needed to issue /CU Union Cards and 
London Transport Cards during the first week of the 
autumn term, October 1-5. Hours will be arranged 
to suit depending on your new timetable. 

For more information please either drop by the 
»'CU reception, phone Michelle Lewthwaite on 020-
7594-8060 or e-mail m.lewthwiiite@ic.ac.uk with 
your contact details for now and during the summer. 

/CU 
IMPERIAL COLLEGE UNION 

W o r k f o r you rse l f . W o r k a t t h e Union. . . 
...and make a difference to your social life. 
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F e l i x _ Y « , , 

Ml complaints should be 
oddressed to the Editor. If no 
satisfactory reply is received, 
contact ICU Exec via the Union 
President 

S U M M E R A T A L L 

Dear Ed 

I just w a n t e d to c o n g r a t u l a t e 

Ihe summer ball team on putt ing 

on a b r i l l i an t ba l l th i s y e a r - it 

was the bes t one I've been too 

md thought that the whole event 

»as great . 

As the ball w a s a se l l -out and 

extra t i cke ts were made avai lab le 

is wel l , sure ly the ball has made 

some p ro f i t t h i s y e a r . M y s e l f , 

ind numerous people I've spoken 

too, are conce rned about where 

any profit would go. W e thought 

that any profit should be put into 

a s u m m e r b a l l f u n d a n d g o 

towards mak ing next year ' s bal l 

just as good (if not be t t e r - is 

this p o s s i b l e ! ! ! W e l l , f a s t e r bar 

service in the jc r wou ld 've been 

better, but that 's my on ly c o m ­

plaint!). H o w e v e r , w e have the 

nasty s u s p i c i o n tha t the un ion 

nay jus t c r e a m any p ro f i t s a n d 

put it t o w a r d s f u n d i n g s o m e 

trap union event , l ike that d isas­

trous c o m e d y n i g h t w i t h t h a t 

Woke f rom the fast show. 

wonder if we c o u l d ge t s o m e 

feedback on this point - what do 

other p e o p l e t h i n k ? W o u l d the 

onion peop le l isten to what s tu -

ients w a n t e d it pu t t o w a r d s 

(doubtful)? [ 
Yours s l ight ly concerned 

Louise 

Dear S i r , 

The S u m m e r Bal l 2001 was for 

many peop le ( inc lud ing myse l f ) , 

in i m p o r t a n t c h a n c e to s a y 

larewell before leaving Imperial. 

Mter four years at IC, I am writ­

ing to Fel ix for the f irst and last 

t ime to a c t u a l l y say s o m e t h i n g 

pos i t ive - the ball was excel lent ! 

T h e d i v e r s i t y of e n t e r t a i n m e n t 

was espec ia l ly p leasing, and the 

l ive m u s i c w a s s e n s a t i o n a l . I'm 

s u r e tha t o t he r c o r r e s p o n d e n t s 

wil l in form us of o rgan isa t iona l 

shor tcomings (there were a few) 

but I echo the v iew of many pun­

ters that it w a s a 

supremely fun even ing. 

W e l l , I'll k e e p th is sho r t . G o o d 

luck to everyone who is graduat­

ing this year . 

You rs , 

A s a n g a Gunat i l l aka 

E lec Eng . Y r 4 

Surprisingly, no letters slagging 

it off, two letters of praise. Good 

job Idris and co. And of course 

the Union Staff and volunteers-

about whom w e V e heard great 

things -Ed 

S H E R F I E L D W A T C H 

Dea r Fel ix. 

S h e r f i e l d w a t c h upda te . C a n 

a n y o n e e x p l a i n e x a c t l y w h a t ' s 

ocurr ing in a bit of Sher f ie ld lots 

of us use - R e s e a r c h C o n t r a c t s ? 

In J a n u a r y t he re w a s 8 p e o p l e 

w o r k i n g in i t . N o w 6 of t h e m 

h a v e lef t o r a re l e a v i n g . W e ' v e 

b e e n t o l d t h a t i t s b e i n g run 

from the medical school by Lynn 

C o x , who I see has got the extra 

t i t l e o f ' D i r e c t o r o f R e s e a r c h 

C o n t r a c t s ' . There must be more 

D i r e c t o r s a round S h e r f i e l d than 

the re a re f l i es a round a pi le of 

s * * * on a hot day. 

W i t h a n e w t i t l e g o e s m o r e 

m o n e y (Ne i l H a m i l t o n ' s L a w of 

Managemen t ) - just for taking on 

8 e x t r a p e o p l e w h o h a v e n o w 

turned into 2. M a g i c . That 's what 

I c a l l a g o o d p a y d e a l . M o r e 

money and less staff; can we all 

h a v e o n e l i ke tha t p l e a s e . B u t 

m a y b e I'm w r o n g and M r s . C o x 

will go back to her old sa lary as 

s o o n a s e v e r y o n e h a s le f t 

( J e f f e r y A r c h e r ' s L a w of F ly ing 

P i g s ) . A n d , is it a c o - i n c i d e n c e 

that they're all going,or have they 

being S y k e d ? 

M a y b e Fel ix can get an answer , 

because I'm b * * * * e r e d if I c a n . 

M 

I'm going to miss this kind of let­

ter- Sherfield, what's going on? 

. . . A N D F I N A L L Y 

D e a r M r C l i f fo rd . 

Cong ra tu la t i ons on comple t ing 

your tenure as Fe l ix Ed i to r . W e 

a re p l e a s e d to in fo rm you tha t 

y o u h a v e b e e n a c c e p t e d f o r a 

p l a c e in t he O l d F e l i x E d i t o r s ' 

H o m e . Y o u wi l l be c o l l e c t e d on 

J u l y 30 th by two of our heav i ly 

a r m e d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s a n d 

escor ted to the Home, where you 

w i l l be t a k e n for you r c o m p l e ­

men ta ry l obo tomy be fo re be ing 

taken to you r new room, w h e r e 

you will be permanent ly held. 

This precaut ion is in order to pre­

vent you f rom becoming a danger 

to soc ie ty and is qui te s tandard . 

Yours 

Dav id B lunket t 

Home Sec re ta r y 

This is the last issue of this academic year, but letters for the first 

issue of next year should be received by the end of September - drop 

into the off ice or email fe l ix@ic.ac.uk. Let ters may a lso be used in the 

occasional Summer publ icat ion Helix. Let ters may be edi ted for length 

but not grammar or spel l ing. 

cappuodno 
espresso 

tea 
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Albums 
Scuba Z 

The Vanishing American 

Family 

(Odd Records) 

This album is a musical pick 'n' mix 

of big beat, funk, house and just 

about anything else you can think of. 

Eccentr ic, eclect ic and, at t imes, a lit­

tle bit messy , this is an album that 

never disappoints. 

F rom the c razy funk of / Don't 

Get Out Much to the guitary / acid 

house c rossove r of Sharon Stone's 

House, each t rack is d i f ferent and 

never real ly sounds l ike someth ing 

y o u ' v e h e a r d b e f o r e - t he a l b u m 

keeps you on the edge of your seat, 

wondering where it'll go next. 

Whi lst featuring the singles Cali-

fornian Paranoia and Instant Whip, I 

found that all of the tracks are equal­

ly appealing in their own way, but not 

to everyone's taste. For example, if 

the Vengaboys is as leftfield as you 

like your music, don't bother with this 

album (in fact, if that is the case, how 

can you live with yourself?!). 

Th i s is a s e r i o u s l y t a s t y l i t t le 

album and is definitely worth getting 

your hands on. 

Patrick 

Public Domain 

Hard Hop Superstars 

(Xtrahard) 

Th e r e a r e g o o d t r a c k s on t h i s 

album, like Rock Da Funky Beats 

and Operation Blade with their hands 

in the air moments, and the surpris­

ingly laid back Pump Up Nation... 

However, whilst you would dance 

to most of this, there is the underpin­

ning fact that everything is actual ly 

too gimmicky, a little insipid and a lit­

tle unoriginal for this to actually be a 

g o o d a l b u m . A t l e a s t t h e y ' r e not 

Oxide and Neutrino. 

Patrick 

King Adora 

Vibrate You 

(Superior Quality Recordings) 

King A d o r a m a n a g e m e n t 

meeting: 

Boss of record label: "So we've 

signed the band. They've got to 

r ock l ike Iggy P o p on c h e a p 

orange squash and E-numbers . 

They need tunes, arrogance and 

some guitars. They've got to have 

sex appeal." 

KA Manager: "OK. Check "rock­

ing". Check tunes and arrogance. 

C h e c k s e x a p p e . . . . o h f uck . 

They're pug ugly." 

Boss of record label: "Oh wel l . 

We'll dress them like early Manic 

S t r e e t P r e a c h e r s w h o ' v e met 

some goths down a dark alley. No 

one will notice." 

A n d you have K ing A d o r a . 

W h o do t a k e a f t e r M S P , but 

without the intell igence. They've 

got the tunes though. The debut 

album from the Birmingham four 

piece is polished, and you can see 

why N M E put them on their cover 

ove r a yea r ago . Bu t if you ' re 

going to "do" arrogance, you real­

ly have to be the dog's testicles 

to ge t a w a y w i th it. S i n g l e s 

Bionic and Suffocate are slabs of 

pop rock that will have the kids 

moshing in the a is les, but Max i 

Browne's whine, which is at first 

alluring, really begins to piss me 

off a f t e r the 4 th or 5th t rack 

which rep laces a chorus with a 

whining scream. Maxi says on the 

final track "I will irritate you". No 

need, Maxi . You're good enough 

at it already. 

And when they drop in a few 

electronic beats here and there to 

prove their moderni ty, you just 

know that there was s o m e o n e 

from A&R lounging in the studio 

s a y i n g " Y e a h g u y s , it'll sound 

g r e a t , t rus t me" a s the band 

stood there looking unsure. 

H o w e v e r , don ' t ge t the 

impression that there is anything 

wrong with this C D . Every song 

does have big shiny sharp hooks 

that you could catch a shark with. 

The lyrics (between the whines) 

are never banal . The so los are 

never cheesy. There is not a song 

on the disc that you would really 

want to fast fo rward th rough . 

N e v e r t h e l e s s it is easy to tel l 

which songs were, are, or shall be 

singles: the songs easily fall into 

"power pop" or "punk/g iarrT^ats-

gor ies. They're not the Man i cs . 

They're not Mansun. But they're 

the next best thing: the Manics 

for those who can't be arsed to 

r e a d M a r x and f ind out wha t 

Wil lem de Kooning used to con­

template. (Oh, and buy the spe­

c ia l e d i t i o n : e x t r a t r a c k s and 

videos. You can show it off when 

K A have sold out and boast about 

"owning rare early stuff'.) 

Chris 

Preston School of Industry 

All This Sounds Gas 

(Domino) 

Preston Schoo l of Industry, featur­

ing guitarist Scot t Kannberg, are 

most likely to appeal to fans of Kann-

burg's former band, Pavement. In the 

same mould as Pavement, they have a 

quirky gui tar-based sound, with whim­

sical vocals and a strong backline. 

The overall feel of All This Sounds 

Gas is one of a band having fun, and 

as a result the music is fairly uplifting 

- pe rhaps one to l is ten to over the 

summer months - but there is also an 

edge to the mus ic hint ing at some­

thing a bit more "serious". The songs 

are exper imental , but maintain a dis­

t i n c t l y p o p p y a p p e a l . It cou ld be 

argued that S teve Malkumus is doing 

this kind of thing better but still, this 

one is worth a l isten. 

Mark Hammond 

The London Xpress Album 

(Nuphonic Records) 

w ; 
th rare cuts from the likes of 

C o l d c u t , G r o o v e A r m a d a and 

Red Snapper , I was expecting some­

thing pretty special from this compila-

tion of artists who have contributed to 
mm 

the London X p r e s s Radio show over 

the last year. It is certainly eclectic, and 

almost every track refuses to fall into a , 

s p e c i f i c d a n c e m u s i c ca tegory . 

However, a broad theme of downbeat | 

electronica emerges, with hints of tech­

no, dub and jazz creeping in occasional­

ly. Sab res of Paradise, David Holmes | 

and even Bjork are also featured. 

Un fo r tuna te l y , there are no real 

stand-out t racks, which could explain 

why they haven't been released before. 

S o m e of the stuff does sound quite 

experimental and progressive, but like 

all experiments, it doesn't always pro­

duce good results. There is some good j 
stuff here, but I'd only recommend this I 

to completists who already have a lot of I 

these artists' material. Tom 
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Live! 
Sou I wax 

DJing @ 333 club 

Soulwax? Adding to the fact they do 

records, they also perform D J sets. 

Recently they hit an East London 

llub and burnt the place with their 

irenzied tunes for two hours. A 

jroovy slap that turns sullen and reti-

;ent ones into bouncing dancers. 

Passion is on their s ide, the two 

brothers, coming all the way from 

Belgium, look like hard core music 

bns that play their fav tunes. That 

jives a mix of 80s and 90s hits; some 

songs you, at least I, last heard ages 

igo, when big hair and str ipes were 

/ery fashionable, on your big broth-

;r*s turntable just before, in a brazen 

nove, throwing the record through 

[he window, stopping his music dicta­

torship. Ears don't believe it, S 

Express , Vani l la Ice, M ickae l 

lackson with the theme from Billy 

lean acting like the show leitmotiv, 

ven Pump up the Jam from 

echnotronic, so good. That's music 

tie body can't stop stop rythming on, 

;ven on hits hated 10 years ago. 

Soulwax succeed to make sound 

»ol really old fashioned stuff. Recent 

jtles are not forgotten, since 

tedonna Music is mixed with Daft 

'unk. The Dewaele brothers love 

nixing, very funny when D J i n g , on • 

he verge to jump and frenetically 

lance on their decks. Rest your feet 

Wore they're back in London. 

Turin Brakes 

Supported by David Kitt @ ULU 

According to the band them­

s e l v e s , th i s w a s a re turn 

home for Turin Brakes, their first 

headline gig in the U K for some 

t i m e . A b l y s u p p o r t e d by two 

other impressive - though slight­

ly strange - acts, they put on a 

show wor thy of a homecoming 

celebrat ion. 

S u p p o r t c a m e f rom D a v i d 

K i t t , a y o u n g Irish s i nge r and 

gui tar ist . He was accompan ied 

by a woodw ind p layer who we 

c o u l d h a r d l y h e a r ( a c t u a l l y I 

don't think his mic was turned 

on) and a bearded guy who sat 

c ross- legged on the floor, play­

ing a m i n i a t u r e k e y b o a r d . 

S t range l y , the pe rcuss ion w a s 

all recorded - maybe the drum­

mer couldn ' t make it. D e s p i t e 

s o m e o v e r l y long t r a c k s w i th 

e x a g g e r a t e d end ings and per­

haps t ry ing too hard to sound 

like David Gray, Kitt and his col­

l e a g u e s c a m e up wi th a thor­

oughly promis ing s l i ce of folk-

pop. 

W e were then t reated to a 

c o m p l e t e l y u n e x p e c t e d but 

to ta l ly en joyab le pe r fo rmance 

f rom an A f r i c a n d rum t roupe , 

before the main event began. 

Turin Brakes kept a packed 

a u d i e n c e i nvo l ved , i n t e r e s t e d 

and excited throughout, playing 

tracks from their recent L P The 

Opt imist and some new material 

too. Even though the set lasted 

for over an hour, the band main­

tained interest with variation in 

all the key mus ica l a reas . The 

bassist , drummer and keyboard 

player occasional ly sat out, leav­

ing the two original band mem­

b e r s to p e r f o r m s o m e of the 

s lower , more ref lect ive t racks, 

notably the excellent Futureboy. 

P r e d i c t a b l y , it w a s the 

band's most fami l iar t rack, the 

r e c e n t l y r e l e a s e d s i n g l e T h e 

U n d e r d o g ( S a v e M e ) , w h i c h 

provoked the biggest aud ience 

reac t ion . L e s s predic tably , the 

l i ve v e r s i o n w a s e v e n b e t t e r 

than the single - this was much 

appreciated. 

A g r e a t l i ve b a n d , T u r i n 

Brakes ' r ise to fame is sure to 

continue. They come highly rec­

ommended. 

Dave Edwards 

Swell 

Everybody wants to know 

(Beggars Banquet) 

It's still called Swel l , but the band is 

now reduced to his singer/compositor 

David Freel (as written in the sleeve 

"guitar, keyboards, vocals and other 

crap"), helped on half of the songs by 

the drummer Rey Wasam. This sixth 

album (some songs of which are from 

the recent E P "feeds") sounds like all 

Swel l 's stuff: an acoustic background, 

transpierced by electric loops, with this 

particular voice like a haunting lament. 

But it's darker and with less detach­

ment: the songs are good, but their 

hypnotic construction now sometimes 

sounds repetitive, guitars are rougher, 

the singing deeper.. . This general 

blackness looks like a disillusion -

except on a few songs, on "like pover­

ty" or ". . . a velvet sun" the magi is still 

efficient. 

The reduction of the team is maybe 

due to the world indifference that had 

to face the band for almost ten years, 

and that's a shame as these lo-fi and 

charmful tunes can be captivating. 

"Everybody wants . . ." is a pleasant 

album and I'll give it three points, but I 

highly recommend the excellent 41 and 

Too Many Days Without Thinking ones, 

and hope that Swel l will one day earn 

the little success they deserve. 

V / A 

Brassic Beats Vol.1 

(Skint) 
This is a real C l a s s i c Originally 

released in 1996, Brassic Beats intro­

duced the world to the Skint sound, 

pioneers of Big Beat. The compilation 

has some great, timeless classics, such 

as Everybody needs a 303 by Fatboy 

Slim and Bentley's Gonna Sort You Out 

by Bentley Rhythm Ace . Also mixed are 

Midfield General , Req and Cut Le 

Roc.Not all of the tracks are amazing, 

but what is here is definitely worth a 

purchase. Tom 
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Singles 
by Celine & Elsa 

Goldfrapp - Utopia Genetically 

Enriched (Mute) 
This is r ich, as to the warm vo i ce of A l i s o n 

Go ld f rapp are added severa l layers of synths 

and v io l i ns . The s o p r a n o b a c k i n g v o c a l s in 

response of male choirs are amaz ing , but this 

t rack isn't as s t rong and st i r r ing as the f i rst 

s ingle Human. 

Neil Finn - Last to Know 

(Parlophone) 
A n a c o u s t i c gu i t a r and a n ice v o i c e - tha t 

makes a gent le song. It's inoffensive and for­

tunately short enough not to make this poor 

melody boring. Nei l Finn has done bet ter with 

his previous single. 

#)#)### 

Faithless - We Come One 

(Cheeky) 
I guess it's a good club hit, one of these that 

will make you move and dance until dawn. I 

st i l l be l ieve though (old f a s h i o n e d , I know) 

that this kind of rhythm is boring at home, so 

where's the point in buying it? 

Manifesto - JBN: All I Want 

(Underdog) 
S a m e sty le as above, but these dance beats 

a re u n i n s p i r e d and b l o o d y a n n o y i n g , e v e n 

af ter a few drinks, and the aggress ive design 

of the s leeve doesn ' t help. But it inc ludes a 

full v ideo. . . 

• • • # # 

Dina Carroll - Someone Like 

You (Mercury) 
M a y b e you can of fer this s ing le to your 10-

y e a r - o l d s i s t e r w h o h a s a l r e a d y a l l t he 

W h i t n e y H o u s t o n d i s c o g r a p h y . If you don't 

have that kind of s is ter , don't think about it 

anymore. 

3 L W 

N o M o r e ( B a b y I 'ma do 

1 « 

C u t e s l ice of Rn 'B pop tr i f le. T h e s e "3 litt le 

women" (how patron is ing is that?) do a nice 

line in ditzy pop with a s ide helping of street 

c red. This song isn't too bad, and the girls put 

on a great per formance. 

• • • • • 

Spacek - How do I move? 

(Island) 
This piece of calm R n ' B is prefect to chil lout 

after the beat hammering club. 

D o w n t e m p o and soft voca l s reign for a real 

treat; this makes a change from all commer­

cial rubbish R n ' B you can hear on the radio. 

E v e n if it 's not rea l ly my t a s t e , I de f in i te ly 

enjoyed it. 

• • • • • 

Limp Bizkit - My Way 

0 I 

A l t h o u g h y o u a l l p r o b a b l y know about thi i 

band, I've got to review their new single, whicH 

is utterly crap. The cl imax of fat, heavy, u n i n 

sp i red, skate-punk as ugly as Fred Durst pi c 

f ace . Le t ' s f a c e it, he canno t even rap, j u s i 

sqeal his miserab le lyr ics. I'm only interestec 

why the hell he always put his hands on his will) 

when dancing. 

Witness - You are all my owrj 

invention 
Is this the words of a desesperate fan or a lone 

ly l o v e r ? T h e s o n g d o e s n ' t s o u n d grim, bui 

rather lively and optimist ic, in a kind of REM 

Automatic for the people per iod vocals anc 

melodic style. Perfect to listen on the road for 

the beach, or maybe you can find a more funky 

Jinrai - Someplace else 
Jazzy sirocco that warms up the mood, the jaz 

touch remains soft, a flut and strings spice upj 

the sound. Dominat ing vocals, reminding me o i 

Jami roqua i , make all the song. Pretty nice tdj 

l i s ten to , m a y not be j azz avant garde (o 

maybe as I'm far from being an expert), some! 

s o u l - R n B i n f l u e n c e s , d e a d l y e f fec t i ve for aj 

lounge flavour. 

• • • « • 
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s c r e e n 

Shrek Another Life 
D i r e c t o r : A n d r e w A d a m s o n 

S t a r r i n g : C a m e r o n D i a z , M i k e 

M y e r s a n d E d d i e M u r p h y 

When I s t a r t e d d o i n g f i lm 

rev iews for Fel ix , the only 

c o m p u t e r a n i m a t e d f e a t u r e f i lm 

was Toy Stoy. Since then, a whole 

new genre has spawned with the 

advent of big f lashy computers and 

t h e c o m p a n y P i x a r , w h o a re 

respons ib le for both Toy S t o r i e s 

and the excel lent An tz . The com­

puter generated film goes to a new 

level with the jaw dropping Final 

Fantasy, released this summer, but 

you can read more about that in 

the Summer preview. 

Shrek is Pixar 's new offering and is 

made with the same verve, which 

made their prev ious o f fer ings so 

s u c c e s s f u l . C l e v e r l y t h e y have 

once agian realised once you have 

a good story, with interesting char­

a c t e r s , the h u m o u r a n d f l a s h y 

g raph i cs part of it po l ish off the 

entire thing rather nicely. 

Shrek is a quiet ogre (vo iced by 

M i k e M y e r s ) , who wants nothing 

more than to be left a lone in his 

peaceful swamp. However, the evil 

prince Farquaad banishes all of the 

fairytale characters from his king­

dom to Shrek's swamp, much to 

our heros a n n o y a n c e . To rid his 

home off al l t hese i r r i ta t ing and 

badly behaved layabouts (I mean 

the wo l f f r om L i t t l e R e d r i d i ng 

Hood is s m o k i n g in his bed!) he 

must f ind the pr ince a w i fe . O f f 

Shrek goes with his goofy donkey 

c o m p a n i o n ( v o i c e d by E d d i e 

M u r p h y ) to f i nd t he e n v i a b l e 

Pr incess Fiona (Cameron Diaz) so 

that the pr ince can turn S h r e k ' s 

swamp back to its original tranquil­

lity. 

This film is very funny indeed, not 

o n l y b e c a u s e of t he p u r i l e 

b u r p / f a r t humour for the young 

ch i ld ren (and men) but a l s o the 

more sophist icated jokes aimed at 

the more ses ib le members of the 

audience (women). In the main line 

of fire is Disney, with the film being 

very cyn ica l to all th ings suga ry 

and s w e e t . T h e r e a r e n u m e r o u s 

s e n d ups w i t h q u o t e s and m i s ­

q u o t e s f r o m f a m o u s f i l m s . M y 

favour i te is The Ma t r i x p iss take 

and also the interrogation of a gin­

g e r b r e a d man , a l l i nvo l v ing the 

princess character. 

Shrek is an excellent film which will 

be lauded for months to come. 

Shrek is out on Friday. 

Drew 

D i r e c t o r : P h i l i p G o o d h e w 

S t a r r i n g : N a t a s h a L e e , N i c k 

M o r a n a n d l o a n G r u f f u d d 

Another Life is yet another Brit 

f i lm , w h i c h un l i ke the v a s t 

major i ty is ac tua l l y p re t ty g o o d . 

However , it is not based on drug 

dea l i ng in S w a n s e a or any th ing 

e l s e a l o n g t h o s e l i n e s , but 

Edwardian England. Which is why, 

unfortunately, no-one except your 

mum is going to go and watch it. 

The story is based on real life inci­

dents surrounding Edith Thonpson, 

who was hanged in the late 1920's 

for her part in the murder of her 

h u s b a n d , P e r c y , by he r l o v e r 

Freddie Bywaters. Al l the evidence 

at the time, and this fi lm, is made 

sympathet ic to her involvement in 

the crime. Bywaters himself admit­

ted to the c r ime and in his last 

days protested Thompson 's inno­

cence ultimately in vain. 

Th is f i lm essen t i a l l y fo l l ows her 

tragic life from before her marriage 

pr ior to the F i rs t W o r l d W a r up 

until her f inal day on death row. 

Na tasha Lee puts in a very good 

performance as Thompson, whom 

we are led to believe is an outgo­

ing and funloving women restricted 

by both her husband and socei ty. 

Moran plays Percy, a totally differ­

ent role from the character he is 

best known in Lock Stock and Two 

Smoking Barrels. However, he fails 

to f ind his fee t as much as the 

o t h e r a c t o r s , a n d a l ong with a 

rather daft accent, can be consid­

e r e d at b e s t adequate. 

N o n e t h e l e s s he puts across the 

main point of his character, that of 

being a charming teenager who, 

through his old age becomes an 

introverted and oppressive to his 

wife. 

Gru f fudd , who plays Bywaters is 

e x c e l l e n t g i v i n g a dash ing andj 

extrovert character a rather sinis­

ter s ide . The chemis t ry between 

him and Lee is also worthy of note, 

as it is their characters relationship 

which is the dr iv ing force of the 

f i l m . A l t h o u g h t h e i r chemist ry 

doesn ' t l ight up the screen it is 

good enough to be plausible. 

The film follows quite a long period! 

of time, at least twenty years and 

d i rec tor G o o d h e w must be com­

mended for letting the film run its 

course and , whi le not showing a 

high degree of flair, doing a solid! 

job reacreating an English tragedy. 

Another Life is out now. 
Drew I 
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Evolution 
Director: Ivan Reitman 
S t a r r i n g : D a v i d D u c h o v n y , 
Julianne Moore and Sean W-
Scott 

Mmmm, Evolution. Films with 
single scientifically worded 

titles, should be approached with 
care. As everyone knows they can 
be good (The Matrix) or more likely 
they can be bad (The Ce l l ) . 
Evolution has good credentials. For 
a start it is d i rected by Ivan 
Reitman, one of the most success­
ful comedic di rectors of the 
I980's. Secondly it stars Julianne 
Moore, fresh from the success of 
Hannibal. 

However it stars David Duchovny, 
the man who will be forever known 
i s Fox Mulder. The mental i ty 
behind him starring in a film, I really 
don't understand. For the last 
decade almost he has been investi­
gating aliens in the X-Files. In this 
Plm guess whathe is investigat-
| g aliens. Next is Sean William-
Scott, whose previous outings have 
pen as inane college idiot in Road 
r ip and Dude, Where's My Car? 
f ie word 'stereotype' immediately 

ings to mind. 

pe plot of the film is not very origi-
fel. Wayne Green (Scott) discov-
[S a meteorite that has landed in 

HI 

the middle of the desert. Duchovny 
plays the oddly named Ira Kane, a 
college professor who is sent to 
investigate. However, soon things 
get out of control when aliens start 
springing out of the rock. The mili­
tary are then called in to stop the 
evolution under the watchful eye of 
government scientist Allison Reed 
(Moore). 

Unbelievably this film was actually 
wri t ten as a S c i - F i thri l ler. 
However, when the director has 
films such as Ghostbusters II and 
Twins to his credit, you know that 
'thriller' is possibly used in the 
widest sense of the word. In fact, if 
it was a thriller, it would have been 
absolute shite and not worth 
watching. Instead it is merely a 
comedy of the nature of Reitman's 
previous projects. The humour isn't 
groundbreaking and the perform­
ances range from average through 
to shocking. 

All in all it's a run of the mill film 
Hollywood film. I wouldn't recom­
mend spending your hard earned 
cash on it in the cinema. If and 
when you're suic idal ly bored, 
watch it on video. 

And finally.... 
Well then, the end is nigh, and this 
is my last little section. And to 
your boredom I'm gonna say some 
thankyous. But that 's tough 
because without these folks there 
would be no film pages, and more 
importantly I'd have to pay to see 
them. First the reviewers: Tom, 
Imran, Aamar, George, Katherine 
and Dave. Thanks for your help. 
Many thanks to: Ang ie@l ime, 
Naomi@beatwax, Jen i and 

Claire@ddapr, Tom@metrodome, 
Anna@sony, Anne@momentum, 
Engin@entertainment-f i lm and 
Holly@mission-21. 
A specia l thankyou to 
Sharon@Odeon for the competi­
tions and letting me into the Arnie 
premiere! 

Evolution is out now. 

Drew 

Here are a quick rundown on two 
films I've seen out this summer: 

Sidewalks of NY 

This is the new Edward Burns film, 
which he stars in and also directs. 
It is a documentary style film, fol­
lowing the life of six people in New 
York and how their lives overlap 
through relationships they have 
with people. 

Heather Graham stars alongside a 
host of actors, all of whom you 
know the faces, but not their 
names. However, it is Dennis 
Farina as a hilarious womanising 
TV host who steals the limelight. 
This isn't an easy film to watch, 
but is ulimately very intelligent. 

A Knights Tale 

A medieval story, where from the 
first scene of them singing "We 
Will Rock you", you know isn't 
going to be that historically accu­
rate. 

Heath Ledger is the thatchers boy 
who becomes champion jouster for 
the hand of the beautiful proncess. 
However, his nemesis, Count 
Adhemar, played quite dreadfully 
by Rufus Sewell has unfinished 
business with our young hero at 
the Joust ing Wor ld 
Championships. 

This is a truly dire film, in which 
the only thing worth watching is 
the black haired lady blacksmith. 
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s c r e e n 

Upcoming Summer Movies! 
July 

First up for Ju ly is Tomb Raider , 

s tarr ing Ange l ina Jo l ie . Fol lowing 

the slating by the American media, 

I think that computer games made 

from films is possibly moe effective 

than vice-versa. Look out for some 

unexpected appearances, including 

R i m m e r f r om R e d D w a r f . H igh  

Hee l s and Lowl i fes is a brit f l ick 

d i rec ted by M e l S m i t h . The plot 

s u r r o u n d s how a nurse p lo ts to 

blackmail some bankrobbers out of 

their heist . W i th a cast including 

M i n n i e D r i v e r a n d M i c h a e l 

G a m b o n ( a l w a y s s u p e r b ) , t h i s 

could be one to watch for. This is 

r e l e a s e d at the s a m e t i m e a s 

Jurass ic Park III. Steven Spei lberg 

is not having anything to do with 

this one, so if you thought J P II 

was a J P too far, I wouldn't even 

cons ide r th is one . Howeve r , the 

cas t is su rp r i s ing ly s t r ong , S a m 

N e i l l , W i l l i a m H M a c y a n d T e a 

Leon i , so we may be all in for a 

pleasant surprise. More appealing 

s e e m s S w o r d f i s h s ta r r i ng J o h n 

T r a v o l t a a n d D o n C h e a d l e . 

Basical ly a heist film with a twist, it 

f o l l ows how a c o m p u t e r h a c k e r 

tries to rob $6 billion dollars from 

the government. Vinnie Jones also 

makes an appearance in this one. 

August 

First this month is Rush Hour 2, 

Anything with Jack ie Chan has got 

to be worth a good look. Final Final  

Fantasy: The Spirits Within is a 

computer animated film which looks 

absolutely staggering. However, the 

Japanese element is noticeable with 

the indecipherable plot out l ine: A 

female scientist makes a last stand 

on Earth with the help of a ragtag 

team of soldiers against an invasion 

of alien phantoms. One for the S c i -

Fi freaks amongst us perhaps. Tim 

Bur ton s e r v e s up P lane t Of The  

A p e s in m i d - A u g u s t . W i t h M a r k 

W a h l b e r g as the a s t r o n a u t w h o 

'accidental ly ' arr ives on a s t range 

planet ruled by al iens after going 

through a wormhole. This promises 

to be one of the films to watch this 

summer. Personally I'm interested in 

seeing Helena Bonham-Carter as a 

chimpanzee. Paul Hogan and Linda 

K o z l o w s k i r e tu rn for C r o c o d i l e  

Dundee in LA. This could be midly 

enjoyable or unbelievably bad. You 

have been warned. 

September 

O n e to de f i n i t e l y look out for is 

Moul in Rouge, with Nicole Kidman 

and Ewan McGregor . It may be an 

acqu i red tas te wi th lots of music 

and dancing, but it has already had 

a lot of posit ive reviews following 

the first screenings in Caan . Look 

out for Kylie Minogue popping us as 

a fa i ry ! A f ew w e e k s later sees 

Steven Spei lbergs new film Artificial  

Intelligence (Al). Starring Haley Joel 

Osment (Sixth Sense) as an android 

in the 21st century, this promises to 

be a real treat. And then before you 

know it, it's 12th October:^American 

Pie 2 and the beginning of term. 
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The Felix Crossword 1211 A, by Wailer Ned 

T h i n k i n g o f e a r n i n g 
s o m e c a s h i n O c t o b e r ' ? 

Long term positions available next term. 
There are employment opportunities in all areas 
of the Union's Catering, Bars, Ents and 
Reception. Hours are arranged to suit you. 
There will be an Introduction & Training Day on 
Friday, September 28, 9am-4pm. Come and meet 
the team and find out more. Lunch wilt be 
provided. 
For more information please either drop by the 
Union reception, or phone on 020-7594-8060, 
Make a date in your diary for the Union Training 
Day, Friday, October 28, 9am-4pm. We look 
forward to working with you! 

/ C U 
IMPERIAL COLLEGE UNION 

W o r k f o r y o u r s e l f . W o r k a t t h e U n i o n . . . 
...and make a difference to your social life. 

A c r o s s : 
I. Burt crashes into repre­

sentative and worries 

greatly. (7) 

5. Beggar has 1 's head 

around leash. (7) 

9. Nymph is unavailable 

before first year. (5) 

10. An impulse for each edi­

tor groaned gently.- (9) 

I I . C rap , my old lover's stuck 

right in mortar! (9) 

12. Foe? Why, for a clean 

out... (5) 

13. ...writers have cot in drug 

ship! (7) 

15. Rubbish col lector may 

may you sneeze. (7) 

17. Lives about edges. (7) 

19. Sweet sand on point. (7) 

21. Suspect highland leaders 

of something fishy. (5) 

23. Wares are electrif ied, and 

occasionally going 'Moo ! ' , 

perhaps (4-5) 

25. Dead boner got wider! (9) 

26. Rule over 23, perhaps? 

(5) 

27. W e hear the boundary 

removal will make us 

safer. (7) 

28. Misery sits awkwardly for 

the torturers. (7) 

D o w n : 
1. The clientele move with 

st icks. (7) 

2. Paper tracks offer travel 

d iscounts. (9) 

3. Unwarranted if it 's not 

t imetabled. (5) 

4. Hats may spin balls! (7) 

5. Co loured bear following 

agony. (7) 

6. Fast ones get the point 

across. (9) 

7. Lament the ridge's col­

lapse. (5) 

8. Second picture whipped 

out your weapon again? 

(7) 

14. Unable to get up, I've 

taken trips in slumber. (9) 

16. Hints at a thousand coins 

men hit. (9) 

17. Wazzup! Liquid on pink, 

young flower. (4-3) 

18. Shh ! It's a bad l icense! (7) 

19. Sp l i ts dived, I see! (7) 

20. Abduct ions bring in the 

profits. (7) 

22. M o c k with your mouth full 

at all t imes. (5) 

24. Tear right into the shack. 

(5) 

The exams are f in ished. The pro jects are handed in. The 

drains smel l and there are lots of v i r tual ly naked peop le in 

Hyde Park. Yes , it is Summer , and yes , this is our last issue. 

This does of course mean that this is a lso the last c rossword 

you' l l get f rom me for a whi le, but I hope that what I have pro­

v ided will last you at least the trip home. It should do so long 

as you don' t live outs ide Z o n e 2. It has occas iona l ly been sa id 

that what I wr i te here doesn ' t a lways make much sense - it 

s e e m s a bit harsh as it a lways makes perfect sense to me. 

However , bear ing this in mind, I have even more space for 

nonsense than usual , so hold onto your sani ty if you find it a 

difficult trip - it'll all be over in three pages ' t ime. 

T h e L i t t l e O n e 

A b o v e is the c rossword I had prepared for last w e e k ' s issue, 

but this w a s unfortunately cance l led due to the weather being 

far too nice and everyone going to the beach instead - don' t 

accept the Ed i to r 's phoney 'money excuse ' . I wouldn ' t w ish to 

see a c rossword was ted , so I have sc rounged an extra page 

from the Edi tor to bring it to you this w e e k instead. It has the 

unoriginal t i t le of 1211 A , though I refer to it af fect ionately as 

M a r m a d u k e . The answers to M a r m a d u k e here may wel l be 

publ ished next year if anyone stil l ca res by then, but I'm equa l ­

ly likely to s imply forget. St i l l , I wouldn ' t lose any s leep over 

it. 
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The Felix Crossword 1211 B by Wailer Ned 

T h e B i g O n e 

I d id, of course , have a big plan for you at the 

end of the year, and desp i te having a spare 

c rossword , I se l f less ly p ressed on with my 

task, formulat ing the e ighty c lues required 

and losing signi f icant amounts of hair. You 

may eventual ly dec ide it wasn ' t wor th it, but 

I'm not going to be here for you to tell me, so 

I'm not over ly conce rned . The result is the 

quadr i lateral behemoth found above , and 

the c lues are p laced somewha t convent ion­

ally to the right. G o o d luck - it should be 

pret ty easy, but may take a whi le if you don' t 

know all the answers . 

C r o s s w o r d s P a s t 

First the result of 1 209 ' s c rossword , where I 

am sor ry to report that I made a mis take. I 

would normal ly g ive you another week , how­

ever, s o m e comp le ted it regard less (pointing 

out the mis take of course) and there is now 

too l itt le of t e rm left. There fo re , A m y 

E l l i o t t of C h e m Eng III w ins 1209 's pr ize of 

a £10 book token. P l e a s e try to pry it from 

the hands of our edi tor as soon as you can. . . 

bring a crowbar. 

Nex t to 1210, for which did receive a poten­

tially correct ent ry but the edi tor lost it due 

to a freak acc ident including a chair and one 

of the Felix compute rs . S o , if you did bring in 

a correct answer, c o m e and make an empas-

s ioned plea to the Edi tor for your prize. 

The answers to both 1209 and 1210 are at 

the end of this interminable dr ivel, if you can 

be bothered to read that far. 

T h a n k y o u 

It s imp ly wou ldn ' t be a f inal issue of Felix 

wi thout a huge list of thanks to those who 

made it all poss ib le . . . I wil l t ry to avoid doing 

a Paltrow. Spec ia l thanks go to Dr Hot 

Fudge who produced many a great cross­

word , giving you all w e l c o m e relief from my 

ef for ts. No t only over -sexed, but over your 

nearest i ce-cream desser t too. Unfortunate-
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he Felix Crossword 
A c r o s s : 
Il3. Straight- laced, and certainly not looking 

to go white-water rafting. (13) 

14. Rasp barrel 's bottom, perhaps. (6) 

15. Fear of 38 's leader, we hear. (6) 

17. Peer wraps on behalf of chili. (6) 

18. Usual location is frequent. (11) 

19. Legs are final hour, perhaps. (8) 

|20. Cr i t ical work sees again. (7) 

21. Proximity to a J a s o n , see? (9) 

22. Murderous aid, perhaps, really goes with 

its outfit. (9) 

25. Prevents actors from falling out of win­

dows. (6,7) 

28. Responder pretends again. (7) 

s29. Sounds like a neutered garden implement! 

(5) 

33. Constr ic tor on back street craft. (5) 

[35. Unused country is a tip! (9) 

36. Feeling a little incredible? (11) 

• 9 . Increase rank to make you buy more! (9) 

J10. Precipitation prophet is a stormy guy. (10) 

1. Hack into bottomless Eden to have gone 

to Gretna Green, perhaps. (6) 

43. A sweet spy - are you bad? (5) 

44. Creep to short trainer. (5) 

U5. Liquid from emptied glass is a little 

unsteady on its feet. (5) 

w6. Sit on faeces? (5) 

E2. Natural water has been made bouncy. (6) 

53. Dust cloud in make-up kit. (6-4) 

i54. Like ruling party is tiring! (9) 

16. Confect ionery without resistance is kind 

I at heart. (4-7) 

ly, he's still in exams as Felix went to press, 

lut I'm told he'll ooze over next year's pages 

Irith abandon. Thanks also to Turnip Henry, 

Nth a bigger vocabulary than any other root 

vegetable I've met, for he did many a cross-

pord at the beginning of this year before I 

jven ventured into this office. These thanks 

|re so richly deserved because it does in fact 

take rather a while to compile one of thiese 

pings and can, done regularly, take impor­

tant chunks of time away from your academ­

ic, social and sex lives (though Dr Hot Fudge 

Combined the task with the latter quite 

effectively). Thanks of course to the Editor, 

• h n , for indulging my requests for prizes 
and many thanks to all those clever people 

mo not only completed their crossword 

Pds , but made it all the way over to the 

plix division of the Big Brother studio to 

Pnd them into me. Also, thanks for putting 

IP with the occasional mistake. Thanks to 

r e members of the Felix staff who tolerated 

fV disturbed mumblings, repeated searches 

57. Omission allows you to see too well. (9) 

58. Lions precede fall. (5) 

61. A note. (5) 

62. Grovell ing to begin with an initial double 

gin? (7) 

63. Thematic mania has a head for numbers. 

(13) 

67. W W 2 cipher flea is very mysterious. (9) 

69. Knock-out seat folding on beach. (4-5) 

71 . Ac t like before bad dent. (7) 

75. M e s s ate Cre te , and so on... (8) 

76. Keeping up materialisations. (11) 

77. Hell shortly encountered a hat. (6) 

78. Sp ice time of year. (6) 

79. Mythical key. (6) 

80. Broadsheet 's post holds cables (9,4) 

D o w n : 
1. S ieze ante-room. (6) 

2. Tea paid five to be multipurpose, (8) 

3. Rebell ious rip offs? (4-5) 

4. Broth in a warehouse? (5) 

5. Plan before obtaining spiritual harmony 

(11) 

6. Lights have a growler, I hear. (6) 

7. C lears record's, perhaps, itch. (9) 

8. Wedding boys in hardback, maybe. (5) 

9. Trains and cars over this unslanted spot-

marking. (5-8) 

10. Mar inaded uphill. (7) 

11. Lawyers are pants! (6) 

12. Co lumn gets diploma for researchers. 

(4,9) 

16. Set up around misery. (5) 

for the dictionary and self-flagellating 

tirades when I realised phenomenon wasn't 

officially spelt with "Do-do-do-do-do" sung 

after it, as well as occasionally proofing and 

trying out crosswords. Thanks also to Carol 

Vorderman who took more verbal abuse than 

a television presenter generally deserves. 

Finally, thanks to Mike and Will who are just 

great people and (if you'll indulge me) my 

flatmates, parents, producers of all fine Eng­

lish dictionaries and every single person who 

has ever worked behind the bar in the Union. 

G o o d b y e 

It now remains only for me to say goodbye to 

you, and congratulations if you managed to 

read this far. I hope you all have a fabulous 

summer, be it wallowing in exotic seas, 

investigating new and unspoiled foreign cul­

tures, or trapped in a packed tube train, 

stopped in the middle of the tunnel, with a 

child projectile-vomiting over your leg. 

If you're not coming back next year, then I 

23. The panacea ate her, hears the museum's 

manager. (7) 

24. Cry ing points to milking, only thicker. (9) 

26. Plank on deck? (6) 

27. Without manners and acting sick. (3-7) 

30. Dupl icator is choppier too? (5-6) 

31. Flea in royalty makes jumpers. (5) 

32. Stand straight, listening intently. (9) 

34. Navel act ivates s tomach, perhaps. (5,6) 

37. Wars try to get away. (9) 

38. Firearm art explodes on Roman dry land. 

(5-5) 

42. Aquainted with shelf, you have the infor­

mation. (9) 

47. Opera 's lead harbour al l iances present 

good possibil i t ies. (13) 

48. In Imperial political style, it 's an atypical 

lathe. (13) 

49. Celebr i ty is in two points of smarmy gen­

t lemen. (5) 

50. Depth works it out. (7) 

51. Drat! A French and frozen waste land! (6) 

55. Cr icket ground at altitude hurts the ears 

(4-7) 

59. Lowly nails provides foundation. (9) 

60. Feature boats in space! (9) 

64. Feline tries to fly through small doors (8) 

65. Pubs tax regards initial name-sakes. (7) 

66. Fish go for education there, we hear (5) 

68. Oi l is the word. (6) 

70. Warmed vicious discussion. (6) 

72. Require the French pin. (6) 

73. Fruit gets you metre. (5) 

74. Consumers are roughly sure on point. (5) 

wish you wel l , and you' l l have to put up with 

the a l together inferior c rosswords found in 

the b roadsheets (who a m I k idding?). If you 

are coming back next year, then I'm sure 

we' l l meet again in s o m e gu ise or other. 

A n s w e r s t o C r o s s w o r d 1 2 0 9 

Across: Heir loom (mis-spelt as Hier loom), 

P e a c e , W a i s t s , A d v o c a t e , M e n u , Wor ld 

C l a s s , Obse rve , Pack ing, B lacksmi th , Yell, 

Sadis t ic , Nood le , Dril l , Squarest . Down: Pres­

sure, House W ives , Impairs, Spiv, C a n c e l , 

Je t t i son , Inane, Diaphanous, Bol lards, Key­

board, D iscuss , Cr i t ic , Lulls, Till. 

A n s w e r s t o C r o s s w o r d 1 2 1 0 

Across: F lea, A la rm C lock , St radd le , Udders , 

Tedium, Pat tered, Ba ld , Nappy, N ice , Airliner, 

Gloomy, Lawyer, C lu tches , Rainforest, Iced. 

Down.- Gl i t terat i , Sa fa r i , Handyman, M a d e , 

Amount , B ludgeon, Scar, Paper, Encumbered, 

De lay ing , Yoghurts, Narrow, Orch id , Ajar, 

Chef . 
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Don't sink next year 

Tell next year's students about what you do- put an entry in the Union Handbook 

Entries should not be more than 200 words and should be sent to dpcs@ic.ac.uk by 1st July 
For extra effect why not include a picture? 

— — — — — — — — — — — — — " 1 

Felix returns in the Autumn under new management- and with a new office 

ist ail de< threats & offers c i B - - -
| a t f e l i x @ i c . a c . u k . 

i All letters should be sent to: 
% 

The new offfice is in the basement of Beit Quad on the left-hand side as you enter 
from the street. Feel free to drop in for coffee. 

• The phone number remains the same- 020 759 48072 

Will Dugdale, Editor 
Felix 

The Media Centre 
Beit Quad 

Prince Consort Road 
S W 7 2 B B 
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Thankyou 
la in A n g u s For the he lp fu l a d v i c e , c o n f i d e n c e and p rov i d i ng a f o o t r e s t (and 
k e e p i n g the go th th ing to y o u r s e l f ) M u s t a f a A r i f The on ly p e r s o n in C o l l e g e w i th 
a s i m i l a r job to mine- good job on the w e b s i t e B a s h a r i B a k a r i W e l l - w r i t t e n , 
r evea l i ng i n t e r v i e w s w i th top b u s i n e s s m e n - and you even la id the pages out 
y o u r s e l f ! Tom B a i l e s s O n e of my mos t f a i t h fu l s ta f f , e n t h u s i a s t i c and fu l l of 
good i deas (see page 14) P e t e B o y l e Fo r the s t o r i e s & g o s s i p - s o r r y the 
M a s t e r p l a n d i dn ' t wo rk out , you d id a good job though K e v i n B u t c h e r 
U n d o u b t e d l y the n i ces t p e r s o n in the U n i o n Ru th C h a p p i e For the a d v i c e H e l e n a 
C o c h e m e For s h o w i n g u n d e n i a b l e c o u r a g e in the f ace of a d v e r s i t y - and be ing s o 
s w e e t H a m i s h C o m m o n Y o u r e n c y c l o p e d i c k n o w l e d g e of a l l t h i ngs U n i o n has 
s a v e d my sk in a few t imes - t h a n k s N i n a De Roy G o o d w r i t i n g s t y l e , and I los t 
coun t of how many t imes you s t a y e d up al l n ight to do an a r t i c l e W i l l D u g d a l e 
A r g u a b l y the on ly p e r s o n w i th a s e n s e of humour more f u c k e d up than mine , i t ' s 
a l w a y s ve ry o b v i o u s when i t ' s you w a l k i n g up the s t a i r s . G o o d luck next y e a r ! 
K a t h e r i n e D y e r - P e r r y For t a l k i ng me out of do ing so many s t u p i d t h i n g s , and the 
on ly p e r s o n w h o s e a d v i c e i n c l u d e s "go h o m e " S t e f E v a n s S u r p r i s i n g l y s h a r p for 
a f lu f fy s a b b , y o u ' v e got me out of many a s c r a p e , and hope fu l l y done our read­
e rs a lot of good J o h n F o s t e r T h a n k s for be ing such a good spo r t - and we l l done 
for not t ak ing the bai t ve ry o f ten Dr Hot F u d g e For the u n a s h a m e d s e X w o r d s & 
a p p e a r i n g in tha t p i c t u r e M a r i a m G h o r b a n n e j a d For the e n t h u s i a s m , and the 
bes t w o r d s that any c o u l d say to me: " W h a t do you wan t me to w r i t e a b o u t " 
V i c k y H ind D i t t o P e t e , Rag ga ined a lot f rom you r e n t h u s i a s m A n d y H o u l d s w o r t h 
If we we re a s i t c o m , y o u ' d so e a s i l y be mus i c ed i t o r , a r g u a b l y too coo l to be 
he re M a r k H o m e For the c o m e d y - on and off s t a g e M a n d y H u r f o r d Fo r the a d v i c e 
and be ing so u n d e r s t a n d i n g - d e s p i t e the fac t I c a u s e more t r oub le than anyone 
e l s e C h r i s J a c k s o n For a l l the work in M e d i a G r o u p , d e l i v e r i n g us f rom ev i l and 
for pu t t i ng up w i th my a c c o u n t i n g M a t t h e w K a p l a n G o o d S c i e n c e page th is yea r -
and I was f l a t t e r e d to be a s k e d for a d v i c e by y o u - th ink it s h o u l d have been the 
o the r w a y r o u n d . No t hanks for the mus i c t h o u g h ! J o n a s L i n d s a y Fo r be ing 
e n t h u s i a s t i c & a good p h o t o g r a p h e r - s o r r y I c o u l d n ' t f ind much for you to do-
and I rea l l y w a s n ' t t r y ing to get you k i l l ed by s e n d i n g you on d a n g e r o u s a s s i g n ­
m e n t s M C P L i t h o Fo r pu l l i ng off m i r a c l e s on a w e e k l y b a s i s , d e s p i t e my e r r a t i c 
w o r k and t im ing J o n a t h a n M a t t h e w s Fo r the b o o k s , the o p i n i o n s & the f r i end ­
s h i p , t h a n k s G a r e t h M o r g a n For t e a c h i n g me, w e l l , e v e r y t h i n g , I th ink you 
d e s e r v e a page of y o u r own W a i l e r N e d For s c r e w i n g up p e o p l e s ' m inds D r e w 
N i e n h u i s D i t t o J o n a t h a n , and for pu t t i ng up w i th the s t a t e of the o f f i c e , me los­
ing you r pos t and s c r e w i n g up you r p a g e s A n d y O f o r i A d v i c e , and me t ak i ng the 
p i ss out of you r job . G o be a good m a n a g e m e n t c o n s u l t a n t P e n e l o p e P a r k e r 
G o o d luck w i th W i l l D a v e P a r r y For not k i l l i ng me L u c y P e n m a n For s a v i n g a lot 
of e m b a r r a s s i n g m i s t a k e s S t e v e P e r r o t t For a l l the d r i v i n g - c a n ' t have been fun 
D a v e R o b e r t s Fo r g i v ing me s o m e o n e to look up to , and s o m e o n e to t ry and 
p rove w r o n g Ham al R u b i a e B r i n g i n g a lot to the job- good luck too N i k o l a i 
S e g u r a For f i l l i ng the l e t t e r s page for a w h o l e t e rm , you h e a t h e n ! Ed S e x t o n I 
hope in a few y e a r s t ime I'll get to be as good a w r i t e r as y o u - E a r l ' s C o u r t w o n ' t 
be the s a m e w i t hou t you S a m S h a r p e For the ban te r , a d v i c e and even the o c c a ­
s i o n a l co l umn J a g S i n g h A l s o for the a r t i c l e s , and for s t a n d i n g you r g round ove r 
human r i gh t s . M a d e for a S e r i o u s D e b a t e T im S t e r r y G r e a t s t o r y , s o r r y I got 
you r name w r o n g P a s c a l e T a y l o r For s t a y i n g up al l t h o s e la te n igh ts - not su re 
w h y R i c h a r d T a y l o r Fo r the g o s s i p , even when it i n vo l ved me A n d r e w W h e e l e r 
Fa r too c l a s s y for a m e d i c , y o u ' r e one of the few peop le I know I c o u l d imag ine 
as a rea l d o c t o r . . . G r e a t e f fo r t on the a r t s pages J u s t i n van de r Too rn N i c e 
l o g o s , t hanks for b r i g h t e n i n g up the p a g e s J o W h i t e P r o o f - r e a d i n g A N D work ­
ing w i th l a i n . S o b rave A l i s d a i r W r e n I rea l l y t h rew you in at the deep end and 
you c a m e up t r u m p s in the f i rs t week . A l w a y s fu l l of i deas and a g rea t s e n s e of 
h u m o u r 

A n d e v e r y o n e e l s e w h o ' s he lped th is yea r - s o r r y if I've m i s s e d a n y o n e out . 
T h a n k s for r e a d i n g 

John 

Felix • 27th June 2001 The End 




