3
EVERY
FORTNIGHT

FELIX

Fo. 12. IMPERIAL

COLLEGE

FRIDAY 3 NOVEMBER

SIR BRUCE WHITE ADVOCATES 'SAFETY LAST

Sir Bruce White, the guest speaker at the Commemoration
Day celebrations, surprised his audience with controversial
remarks and unorthodox advice during the course of his
speech last Priday. He deprecated the intrusion of politics
and committee work into engineering and urged students %o
abjure security and to seek not excess in "safety first",

The Commemoration Day procession started punctually
at 2,30, and found its vedestrian way to the Great Hall
without ineident, Guilds being last of the three Colleges,
formed the ‘guard of honour for the learned and distinguished
as they entered the Hall, As a result, the entry of the
Guilds resembled that of the gladiators - or the Christians -
heralded by a fanfare of precipitant trumpets,

Mervyn Briscoe, the student Orator, said his piece and
the new Diplomates and Associates were then vresented to
Viscount Falmouth, This was followed by the Imperial
College choir singing "in Invocation to Science", Lord
Falmouth then introduced 3ir Bruce White whose speech is
revorted below.

The proceedings were closed with a short speech of
thanks by the Rector, followed by 'God Save the King. The
tea and conversazione which followed were held in the
Royal College of Science.

THE SPEECH

Sir Bruce began his speech with some reminiscences
of Guilds in 1901, He said that the Saturday night dances
had to be discontinued owing to the undesirable character
of some of the lady guests. However this had no bearing on
his next remarks concerning the close relation that then
existed between Guilds and the Royal School of Needlework
or on the effect of some Guildsladies' steel corset bones
on Yrof,Ayrton's galvancmeters,

On reflection, Sir Bruce thought that the student
spirit was less wvigorous now than in his day; also, among
engineers "there were giants in those days" who left a
greater mark on their profession than was nowadays the
case, This was perhaps due to the age of expansion in
which they lived. On the personal idiosyncrasies of
great engineers Sir Bruge referred to Sir Frederick
Bramble, who detested smoking, The great man was one
day inspecting a sewer and one of his subordinates 1it
a cigarette to counter the stench, Whereupon Sir Frederick
roared "What d'you mean by lighting that smelly thing
down here?"

Speaking particularly to Guildsmen Sir Bruoce said that
an engineer was a man who could do for 2d, what any fool
could do for 6d. He found surprising the "rising status
of scientists"; who lacked the necessary knowledge of
economics and the true value of industry characteristic of
a good engineer, "Scientists" said Sir Bruce, "should be
always on tap but never on top." This led to scome restless-
ness among some sections of the audience ~ a feeling dis=
creetly and gallantly concealed, Sir Bruece urged his
heavers to "avoid safety first at all times", to go abroad
untrammelled by "security of employment' and to take "as
many jobs as you can get while young" so as to broaden
one's experience, He referred to his work on the Mulbery
Harbours and remarked on the necessity of "confidence in
your own ideas," In conclusion Sir Bruce remarked "Do not
blame me if you get the sack following my advicel"

The Rector then spoke spoke and after thanking Sir
Bruce ‘hite for his speech and the advice therein, said
that he would be prepared to meet his challenge to the
present-day student spirit. He He would be prepared to
back the efforts of present students against those of
Sir Bruce's day, "in any sphere and in any space of time
coordinates." Sir Roderic concluded with some quotations
from the writings of earlier professors of the Collegee

The trumpeters at the back of the Hall blew their
trumpets and the ceremony closed with "the King". :

NO COMMENT

From the Commemoration Day Conversazicne programme:
" Z0OLOGY Department where animal types used in teaching and
research will be exhibitedeesssss"”

NOVEMBER 4

It is now certain that the annual Guy Fawkes
Rag on the Albert Steps will not take place. (See
Editorial). The heavy hand of the Police has poured
cold water or our bonfire before it is 1lit, It is
doubtless largely a reaction from last year, but at
all events the Police evidently mean what they say,
and however regretfully, we shall be well advised to
respect their pronouncement.

A charity Ball which was to have been held on
November the fourth in conjunction with the rag on
the Albert Steps has also been scratched, Instead
there will be the usual Saturday night "Hop" and the
bonfire and fireworks will be held on the Rector's
lawn. We are grateful to Sir Roderie Hill for his
kindness in sacrificing the Rector's lawn to our
nefarious purposes.

Footnote: It has been proposed that the effigy to
be burnt this year should the that of the Commiss-
ioner of Police.

SEEN AND HBARD AT THE CONMEMORATION BALL

PETER HASKELL (Fres.R.C.S.) being caught behind a
pillar clandestinely uncorking a bottle, The Waiter: That
will be 10/~ corkage please Sir}

STUART WILLIAMS (Guilds) getting engaged to Gwyneth
and telling us all about it,

FROF.IEVY tripping like Fred Astaire with incredible
velocity and angular gyration round the ballroom.

CHRIS WILLTANS asking a photographer to take a group.
The Thotographer; with glassy hauteur:"I'm from the Tatler”,

THE EDITOR to the man who trod on his foot: Ne te casse
vas la téte pour t'excuser!"

A CLOAKROOM ATTENDANT surveying the tip: "Cor"

MANY OTHER things were doubtless done and seen but I
didn't see them, After all = wells.....Anyway I certainly

enjoyed myself! W oo

QLe-

TOUCHSTONE

~ The next Touchstone weekend at Silwood Fark will be
on Nov,11/12th, The subject for discussion will be "The
Power of Lenguage" and the guest speaker will be L.A.G.
Strong, Those wishing to attend should give their names
to the Hon.Sec.I.C.U, in the Union Office.
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PROFILE— PROF. SAUNDERS

It is popularly supposed that to be a professor
and to be a crank are identical states. Popular
supposition also prescribes that a professor be be-~
spectacled, distant, fragile and austere, all these
qualities being inseparable from that sfudious musty
wisdom which seems so unattainable to the struggling
student, and yet esential for academic success. How
reassuring it is forcthe student to find that pop-
ular supposition is confounded by the undeniable
presence in this corner of the Scientific World of
a Professor, large in form and large in outlook,
fond of the Good Things of life, who is an aceomp-
lished sportsman, a successin his academic sphere
and, moreover, a counsellor whose sunny countenance
dispels fear and the awe which stifles discussion,
and provides the understanding which passes on to
knowledge.

fhe Dean of City and Cuilds does not regret
having been educated at Trinity College, Cambridge;
in fact he is one of the foremost of those who ad-
vocate the University as opposed to the Technical
School education. The latter he says is not a
'complete' education., The truth of this is well
borne out by his own rapid and diverse success.

From early beginnings as Lecturer in Applied Math-
ematical Physics at Imperial College, Professor
Saunders developed the hitherto almost unexplored
field of Heat Transmission and became a valuable
"boffin" in the recent war when he was on loan to
the Directorate of Turbine Engine Research, a
member of the Aeronautical Research Council and
chairman of the Power Plants Committee. He is still
chairman of several committees at the Ministry of
Supply and the Admiralty and is a member of the
Mechanical Engineering Research Board; he has pub-
lished many original papers on his subject and, of
course, his Book, compiled in collaboration with
Dr. Fishenden, which he confesses is the only worth-
while work on the subject.

But this is the sort of thing one expects of
Professors; they are supposed to be brilliant.
However, one does not expect him to have a Bronze
Medal for skiing, to be a keen tennis player, an
accomplished pianist and a magician. No, these are
not the standard professorial attributes, but those
who know him find these attributes not so very sur-
prising. It seems the Dean is [ortunate in having
command of himself to such an extent as to be cap-
able of complete relaxation. Never does his face
show the harassed, drawn look associated with high
pressure study and thought; his aspect is rather
that of a tennis player who has just won three
straight sets and is ready for more, or that of the
skier flushed with pleasure at the end of a long run.

The Professor is essentially a fumily man. A
close friend of his has said that his son and two
daughters in their Surrey home are indeed fortunate
to have such a father; and an unostentatious family
man he appears to all who meet him. "In the lecture
theatre he has that same personal touch that one can
imagine him using when operating his son's model
railway, telling his family what to do in the garden,
or producing magic before a small audience. ( He is
to lecture to the Radio Society on Magic in Decem-

‘ber - it now seems indisputable that those valve
things and bits of wire are really just magic after
all! ) One may say that Professor Saunders is in
himself the answer to those who advocate sheer
brownbagging; singleness of purpose combined with
a multiplicity of personal interests is surely a
good guide to a successful and happy career.

REFECTORY COMMITTEE

The Refectory Committee held its 96th meeting last
Monday,

The Committee wish it to be «nown that the situation
regarding College meals is under constant review, As is well
known the refectory made a considerable loss last year and
the situation, though improved, is still serious, The Comm~
ittee is always glad to hear from members of the College who
have any constructive ideas to put forward, Letters may be
placed in the Suggestions Box (inside the Lower Dining Hall,
near the doors) or members of the Committee may be contacted
personally., These are: Chairmsm, Admiral Hall, V/Chairman,
J.F.Levy; and Prof.Pippard, Derek Allen, Derek Coomber, Miss
June Mahon, Feter Haskell,Peter Hayward and John Rambaut.
The Rector is an ex-officio member of the Committee,while Dr.
Howurd and sr,Lowry ave co-opted members.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Letters are invited on any and every subject.
They should be as short as possible and in no case
longer than 200 words. The Editor takes no res-
gonsibility for the opinions expressed by correspon-
ents.

Geophysics Dept.
R.C.S.

To the Editor of Felix. 27 Oct. 1950

Sir,

We now have a Liberal Group of respectable size
in the Political Society and the Socialist Group
seems at last on the point of deciding if it is
(a) Communist, (b) Labour or (c¢) & living proof of
the fundamental identity of these parties. We have
also had a particularly exuberant challenge from
Professor Levy. It therefore seems that when things
get sorted out we are in for some political fun this
term. May I on behalf of the Liberal Group say "Yes
please", and that are ready for anything. We are
particularly anxious to have a go at the collectiv-
ist left from the Red Dean ( Dr. Hewlett Johnson I
mean, of course! ) downwards, and refute their par-
ticular political phlogiston theory. We are also
ready to discuss policy with the Tory Group - ours,
or theirs if they can find any.

However, more of this anon.

Yours faithfully,

John Osborne.
T. G Hostels
22nd October 1950.
To the Editor of Felix.
S,

In accordance with your invitation for modi-
fication of the form for the letter home, may I
suggest that the phrase 'your erring son' be chan-
ged to 'your erring son/daughter!,

© After all, there are at least 42 daughters in

the College at the moment and their interests
should not be neglected.

Yours feithfully,

. Raged,
(I.C.W.A.)

(Hear, hear! And if liiss Raged will let
me have her 'phone number, I will see
that her interests are not neglected - Zd.)

City & Guilds College.
24th October 1950.
To the LEditor of Felix.

Shl
’ I wish to bring to your notice what I consider
to be & serious omission from Felix.

Before Freshers begin their lives at I.C.,
they receive quite a dossier of leaflets among
which is a reminder that they are members of U.L.U.
and they are urged to take an active interest in
the affairs of that Union.

Hence my surprise when I see no mention of
U.L.U. activities in the last two editions of
Felix.

T realise that there are other ways of fin-
ding out what is teking place, but I do think that
it would be helpful if mention were made of the
more important events in U.L.U. and the other Col-
leges of London University.

Yours faithfully,
Trank G. Holroyd.

To the Editor of TFelix,

Sir, >
It was with some surprise that I read the
first of your "Felix road tests". §

think it would have been more appropriate
to cormence such a series with the one and ,only
'Boanerges', Tew, if any, freshers probably know
of its existence and I am sure that a member of the
géf& G. llotor Club would have supplied the relevant

2.
tIndignent Guildsman'.

(It was felt that a road-test on 'Bo! just
now would be a little unfair as she is in
bits with seized bearings and a cracked
c¢ylinder head} ~ Ed.)






