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SIR BRUCE WHITE. ADVOCATES ‘SAFETY LAST
Sir Bruce White, the guest speaker at the Commemoration

Day celebrations, surprised his audience with controversial

remarks and unorthodox advice during the course of his

speech last Friday. He deprecated the intrusion of politics

and committee work into engineering and urged students to

abjure security and to seek not excess in "safety first".
The Commemoration Day procession started punctually

at 2.30. and found its vedestrian way to the Great Hall
without ineident, Guilds being last of the three Colleges,

formed the guard of honour for the learned and distinguished

as they entered the Hall, As a result, the entry of the

Guilds resembled that of the gladiators - or the Christians -

heralded by a fanfareof precipitant trumpets.

Mervyn Briscoe, the student Orator, said his piece and

the new Diplomates and Associates were then presented to

Viscount Falmouth, This was followed by the Imperial

College choir singing "An Invocation to Science", Lord

Falmouth then introduced Sir Bruce White whose speech is

revorted below.

The proceedings were closed with a short speech of

thanks by the Rector, followed by “God Save the King. The

tea and conversazione which followed were held in the

Royal College of Science.

THE SPEECH
Sir Bruce began his speech with some reminiscences

of Guilds in 1901, He said that the Saturday night dances

had to be discontinued owing to the undesirable character

of some of the lady guests. However this had no bearing on

his next remarks concerning the close relation that then

existed between Guilds and the Royal School of Needlework

or on the effect of some Guildsladies' steel corset bones

on Prof,Ayrton's galvanometers.

On reflection, Sir Bruce thought that the student

spirit was less vigorous now than in his day; also, among

engineers "there were giants in those days" who left a

greater mark on their profession than was nowadays the

ease, This was perhaps due to the age of expansion in

which they lived. On the personal idiosyncrasies of

great engineers Sir Bruce referred to Sir Frederick

Bramble, who detested smoking. The great man was one

day inspecting a sewer and one of his subordinates lit

a cigarette to counter the stench, Whereupon Sir Frederick

roared "What atyou mean by lighting that smelly thing

down here?"

Speaking particularly to Guildsmen Sir Bruce said that

an engineer was a man who could do for 2d, what any fool

could do for 6d. He found surprising the "rising status

of scientists"; who lacked the necessary knowledge of

economics and the true value of industry characteristic of
a good engineer. "Scientists" said Sir Bruce, "should. be

always on tap but never on top." This led to same restless=

ness among some sections of the augience ~ a feeling dis=

creetly. and gallantly concealed, Sir Bruee,urged his

hearers to “avoid safety first at all times", to go abroad

untrammelled by “security of employment" and to take "as

many jobs as you can get while young” so as to broaden

one's experience. He referred to his work on the Mulbery

Harbours and remarked on the necessity of "confidence in

your own ideas." In conclusion Sir Bruce remarked "Do not

blame me if you get the sack following my advice"

tthe Rector then spoke spoke and after thanking Sir

Bruce “hite for his speech and the advice therein, said

that he would be prepared to meet his challenge to the

present~day student spirit. He He would be prepared to

back the efforts of present students against those of

Sir Bruce's day, "in any sphere and in any space of time

coordinates." Sir Roderic concluded with some quotations

from the writings of earlier professors of the Collesee

The trumpeters at the back of the Hall blew their

trumpets and the ceremony closed with "the King".

NO COMMENT

From the Commemoration Day Conversazioane programme:
"ZOOLOGY Department where animal types used in teaching and

research will be exhibited. essere “aw

NOVEMBER 4

It is now certain that the annual Guy Fawkes

Rag on the Albert Steps will not take place. (See
Editorial). The heavy hand of the Police has poured
cold water on our bonfire before it is lit. It is

doubtless largely a reaction from last year, but at
all events the Police evidently mean what they say,
and however regretfully,we shall be well advised to

respect their pronouncement.

A charity Ball which was to have been held on

November the fourth in conjunction with the rag on

the Albert Steps has also been scratched. Instead

there will be the usual Saturday night "Hop" and the

bonfire and fireworks will be held on the Rector's

lawn. We are grateful to Sir Roderie Hill for his

kindness in sacrificing the Rector'’s lawn to our

nefarious purposes,

Footnote: It has been proposed that the effigy to

be burnt this year should the that of the Commiss-
ioner of Police.

SHEN AND HEARD AT THE COMMEMORATION BALL

PRYER HASKELL (Pres.R.C.S.) being caught behind a

pillar clandestinely uncorking a bottle. The Waiter: That

will be 10/- corkage please Sir!

STUART WILLIAMS (Guilds) getting engaged to Gwyneth
and telling us all about it.

FROF, LEVY tripping like Fred Astaire with incredible

velocity and angular gyration round the ballroom,

CHRIS WILLIAMS asking a photographer to take a group.

The Photographer, with glassy hauteur;:"I'm from the Tatler",

THE EDITOR to the man who trod on his foot: Ne te casse

pas la téte pour t'excuser!"
A CLOAKROOM ATTENDANT surveying the tip: "Cor"

MANY OTHER things were doubtless done and seen but I

didn't see them, After all - well......Anyway I certainly

enjoyed myself? hag roar

ee
A

TOUCHSTONE

_ The next Touchstone weekend at Silwood Park will be

on Nov,11/12th, The subject for discussion will be "The

Power of Lenguage" and the guest speaker will be L.A.G.

Strong. Those wishing to attend should give their names

to the Hon.Sec.I.C.U. in the Union Office,
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PROFILE— PROF. SAUNDERS

It is popularly supposed that to be a professor

and to bea crank are identical states. Popular

supposition also prescribes that a professor be be~

spectacled, distant, fragile and austere, all these

qualities being inseparable from that sfudious musty

wisdom which seems so unattainable to the struggling

student, and yet esential for academic success. How

reassuring it is forvthe student to find that pop-

ular supposition is confounded by the undeniable

presence in this corner of the Scientific World of

a Professor, large in form and large in outlook,

fond of the Good Things of life, who is an accomp-

lished sportsman, a successin his academic sphere

and, moreover, a counsellor whose sunny countenance

dispels fear and the awe which stifles discussion,

and provides the understanding which passes on to

knowledge.

fhe Dean of City and Guilds does not regret

having been educated at Trinity College, Cambridge;

in fact he is one of the foremost of those who ad-

vocate the University as opposed to the Technical

School education. The latter he says is not a

‘complete' education. The truth of this is well

borne out by his own rapid and diverse success.

From early beginnings as Lecturer in Applied Math-

ematical Physics at Imperial College, Professor

Saunders developed the hitherto almost unexplored

field of Heat Transmission and became a valuable

"boffin" in the recent war when he was on loan to

the Directorate of Turbine Engine Research, a

member of the Aeronautical Research Council and

chairman of the Power Plants Committee. He is still

chairman of several committees at the Ministry of

Supply and the Admiralty and is a member of the

Mechanical Engineering Research Board; he has pub-

lished many original papers on his subject and, of

course, his Book, compiled in collaboration with

Dr. Fishenden, which he confesses is the only worth-

while work on the subject.

But this is the sort of thing one expects of

Professors; they are supposed to be brilliant.

However, one does not expect him to have a Bronze

Medal for skiing, to be a keen tennis player, an

accomplished pianist and a magician. No, these are

not the standard professorial attributes, but those

who know him find these attributes not so very sur-

prising. It seems the Dean is fortunate in having

command of himself to such an extent as to be cap-

able of complete relaxation. Never does his face

show the harassed, drawn look associated with high

pressure study and thought; his aspect is rather

that of a tennis player who has just won three

straight sets and.is ready for more, or that of the

skier flushed with pleasure at the end of a long run.

The Professor is essentially a fumily man. A

close friend of his has said that his son and two

daughters in their Surrey home are indeed fortunate

to have such a father; and an unostentatious family

man he appears to all who meet him. In the lecture

theatre he has that same personal touch that one can

imagine him using when operating his son's model

railway, telling his family what to do in the garden,

or producing magic before a smali audience. ( He is

to lecture to the Radio Society on Magic in Decem-

‘ber - it now seems indisputable that those valve

things and bits of wire are really just magic after

all! ) One may say that Professor Saunders is in

himself the answer to those who advocate sheer

brownbagging; singleness of purpose combined with

a multiplicity of personal interests is surely a

good guide to a successful and happy career.

REFEC TORY COMMITTEE

The Refectory Committee held its 96th meeting last

Monday.

The Committee wish it to be <xnown that the situation

regarding College mealsis under constant review. As is well

known the refectory made a considerable loss last year and

the situation, though improved, is still serious. The Com

ittee is always glad to hear from members of the College who

have any constructive ideas to put forward, Letters may be.
placed in the Suggestions Box (inside the Lower Dining Hall,

near the doors) or members of the Committee may be contacted

personally, These are: Chairman, Admiral Hall, V/Chairman,

J.F,Levy; and Prof.Pippard, Derek Allen, Derek Coomber, Miss

June Mahon, Feter Haskell,Peter Hayward and John Rambaut.

The Rector is an ex-officio member of the Committee,while Dr.

Howard and Mr.Lowry ane co-opted members.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Letters are invited on any and every subject.

They should be as short as possible and in no case

longer than 200 words. The Editor takes no res-

ponsibility for the opinions expressed by ceorrespon-

dents.

Geophysics Dept.

R.C.S.

To the Editor of Felix. 27 Oct. 1950

Sir,

We now have a Liberal Group of respectable size

in the Political Society and the Socialist Group

seems at last on the point of deciding if it is

(a) Communist, (b) Labour or (c) a living proof of

the fundamental identityof these parties. We have

also had a particularly exuberant challenge from

Professor Levy. It therefore seems that when things

get sorted out we are in for some political fun this

term. May I on behalf of the Liberal Group say "Yes

please", and that are ready for anything. We are

particularly anxious to have a go at the collectiv-

ist left from the Red Dean ( Dr. Hewlett Johnson I

mean, of course! ) downwards, and refute their par-

ticular political phlogiston theory. We are also

ready to discuss policy with the Tory Group - ours,

or theirs if they can find any.

However, more of this anon.

Yours faithfully,

John Osborne.

I.C, Hostel,

22nd October 1950.

To the Editor of Felix.

nie,

In accordance with your invitation for modi-
fication of the form for the letter home, may 1
a ana that the phrase 'your erring son' be chan-
ged to ‘your erring son/daughter’,

“ After all, there are at least 42 daughters in
the College at the moment and their interests
should not be neglected.

Yours faithfully,

N. Raged.

(1,0 Wk.)

(Hear, hear! And if lfiss Raged will let

me have her ‘phone number, I will see

that her interests are not neglected - Ed.)

City & Guilds College.

24th October 1950.

fo the Editor of Felix.

(Salas:

* t wish to bring to your notice what I consider
to be a serious omission from Felix.

Before Freshers begin their lives at I.C.,
they receive quite a dossier of leaflets among

which is a reminder that they are members of U.L.U.
and they are wees to take an active interest in
the affairs of that Union.

Hencemy surprise when I see no mention of
U.L.U. activities in the last two editions of
Felix.

T realise that there are other ways of fin-

ding out what is taking place, but I do think that
it would be helpful if mention were made of the
move important events in U.L.U. and the other Col-
leges of London University.

Yours faithfully,

Frank G. Holroyd.

To the Editor of Felix.

pur, "

It was with some surprise that I read the
first of your "Felix road tests". ;

think it would have been more appropriate
to commence such a series with the one and only .
'Boanerges', Few, if any, freshers probably know

of its existence and I am sure that amemberof the
poe G. llotor Club would have supplied the relevant

Be

'Indignant Guildsman'.

(It was felt thata road-test on 'Bo' just
now would be a little unfair as she is in

bits with seized bearings and a cracked
cylinder head!— Ed.)
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EDITORIAL

REMEMBER, REMEMBER...

It was with greater regret than surprise that

the Union heard its President announce at the re-

eent General Meeting that any I1.C. students who

got into trouble with the police on Guy Fawkes Day

were likely to be sent down, In these days of dif-

ficulty in getting into, and remaining et College,

and the almost general reliance on Government

Grants, this is a risk that few students would de-
liberately run, and so it seems that our tradition-

al bonfire and high jinks on the steps of the Al-

bert Memorial will not be held this year.
Briefly the case for the police is that in re-

eent years our November the 5th rag has ceased to

be a purely student affair; that a large crowd, in-
eluding some of the wilder elements of the town,
are attracted to it, and that it verges on a riot.
We dismiss as puerile their further argument that
damage may result from the bonfire lighted on the

paved roadway by the steps. The fact is that by

lighting a bonfire and throwing firewo&ks in a
public place we are breaking the law, and they have

decided that this law must be enforced,
Many people contend, that this case is weak,

and that this is merely another step in a general

trend towards the Police State, They point out that

other Universities are experiencing the same troubk

with their Police Forces, and that last year the

London Police even went so far as to prevent chil-

drens' bonfires on bombed sites. Others say that

these things always happen every decade or so, and
that in a few years things will be back to normal -

put this is of little consolation to us at present.

Meanwhile various alternative plans are being

suggested, ranging from the ceremonial blowing up

of the Chelsea Police Station, the Senate House and

the Home Office to the slightly more likely idea of

@ purely domestic celebration on the Rector's lawn,

which Sir Roderic Hill has kindly made available.

In any case it seems that our commemoration of

Britain's most unsuccessful saboteur will this

year be less riotous than of recent years.

LABELS
Not the least surprising of Sir Bruce White's remarks

tast week was his insistence on the labels "scientist" and
"engineer" as if these two were of quite a different species.
Is this not making a semantic mountain out of a molehill of

pedantry? Our respective curricula may differ but we are at

one in ovr scientific attitude to inquiry and experiment. It

is surely impossible to draw the frontier between applied

soience and engineering. The two fields overlap to such an

extent that it may well be the physicist who designs a

machine whilst the engineer concerns himself with the physics

of its operation. Chemists may eonk and engineers may

engineer but in the last analysis it comes to the same thing ~

we are all much of the same persuasion and our different

labels are merely traditional relics. Engineers and scient-

ists - we are so interdependent and intermixed that the label

we use is of little moment,

Charge: 6d. per 20 words.

MISLAID - Pink f'cap folder (probably in Mines), titled
“Mineral Dressing" containing important key to analysés.

Finder please contact N.1.Samways, P.G.Metallurgy.

LOST or stolen from Union cloakroom R.C.S. scarf, Usual

reward on return to J.Osborne, R.C.S.

{THE EDITOR still requires a copy of FELIX No.1.(Deo 9th
1949). Payment will be in beer.

LAST YEAR......

NOVEMBER THE FIFTH

(‘News of the World”

EVERY THREE YEARS

Once every three years it is the custom of

the L.I.F.C.U. to hold a Mission in the University.

Past Missions have been welcomed and appreciated by

many in this College, to some they have proved a

real help. We take this opportunity of extending to
you a warm invitation to any or all of the servi-

ces or meetings.

We believe that the message of the Mission

will be relevant to the times and worthy of the
consideration of every member of the College. Below

are some of the meetings which will be held during
the fortnight of theMission, 5th November ~ 19th.

MONDAY, 6th NOV. Rev. Maurice Wood, M.A. on

"Need faith be blind?" Room 15, Guilds, 5.30 p.m.

TUBSDAY, 7th NOV. Leith Samuel, B.A. on "God has

spoken", Large Physics Theatre, R.C.S., 5.15 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, 8th NOV. Rev. L.F.E. Wilkinson, on

"Where does the Cross come in?" Room 15, Guilds.

5.50 p.m.

FRIDAY, loth NOV. Dr. O.R. Barclay, on "Why the
Cross?" Botany Lecture Theatre, 1.15 p.m.

MONDAY, 13th NOV."Dust and Destiny", sound and

colour film produced by the Moody Institute of

Science, U.S.A. Mining Lecture Theatre, 5.15 p.m.

TUESDAY, 14th NOV. Prof. Rendle Short on "The sig-

nificance of Jesus Christ", Bot. Lect. Th. 1.15 pm

THURSDAY, 16th NOV. Dr. O.R. Barclay on "What it

means to be-a Christian? Room 15, Guilds, 5.15 p.m.

SUNDAY, 19th NOV. Student Service, preacher Rev.

A.M. Stibbs, M.A., Holy Trinity Church, Prince

Consort Rd. 8.15 p.m. L.2.F.¢.u.

OBITUARY

Mr. JeC. Garland, A.C.G.1., BeSo, AeMeI.ChomZ.

It is with the deepest regret that we have to

announce the death of Mr, J.C. Garland in the Mill
Hill air crash on 17th Ootober,.

John Garland, who was 35, was a student in the
Mechanical Department of City and Guilds from 1952
- 38, his prolonged period as an undergraduate
being due to his interests in the wider aspects of
College life being greater than in the purely aca-
demic work, He was at this time one of the most
prominent members of the College, and his contact
with and interest in the College has never lapsed.

On leaving Guilds, he went into the Stream-

tine Filter Co. and, when war broke out, entered
the R.A.F., in which he was a Flight Lieutenant in
the Technical. Branch. After the war he returned
to his former firm and, at the time of his death,

was its Mane g.ng Director.
He was on the Old Centralians Committee and

this year became their representative on 1.C.
Council, in which capacity he was at the Cellege
on the Thursday before his death. He warTM ac-

tive and extremely popular member of the links
Club, and seldom missed any of their dinners.

He is the son of Mr. C.S. Garland, one of the
Governors of Imperial College and a Member of the
Delegacy of the City and Guilds College.

He leaves a wife and three children.

His funeral was held at Bromley on 21st Octo-

ber, and a wreath was sent by the Union on behalf
of Imperial College.

TRIP TO CAMBRIDGE FOR OVERSEAS STUDENTS

On Saturday 11th November there will be a trip to Cambridge

ror Overseas Students and any English students who are

particularly interested in forming friendships with Overseas

Students, Coaches will leave the I.C.Union gates at 10 a.m.

ion the 11th Nov and return in the evening. Students will be

conducted around Cambridge by Cambridge students and will be

entertained to tea by them, Will those who wish to go on this
trip please give their names to the secretary in the Union

Office before Friday 3rd November and pay a booking fee of

b/-, The total cost will be about 6/- plus booking fee.

EDITORIAL NOTE “

On reading through this page we find we have

@ space here.


