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THE LATEST IN

STUDY BEDROOMS

This week the third of the medel

study-bedrooms erected in No. 14 Prince's

Gardens by Richard Sheppard and' Partners
was finished, The room embodies several

interesting ideas, but comparison with

the previous two reveals some econanies

that may not find favour with students.

FIRST THINGS FIRST

Workmen were still in the room

when it was inspected by FELIX re-

porters and the only piece of fur-

niture in evidence was the bed, eq-

uipped with a ‘polythene~wrepped inat-
tress.

The room measures approximately

44' 6" by 8' 6". A sliding window

Occupies one end, with an imitation

marble slab over a heater forming a

window seat, as in the original models

(see ag pected At the other end
are the (hollow) door and wash-basin.

The latter is set away from the wall

_ to make for eay cleaning, the only

vertical support being the waste pipe,

which is chronium plated. The taps

are not sprung but are similar to

those in the Union.

Above the basin and the door, run-

ning the whole length of the wall, is

a fairly deep cupboard, useful for stor-

ing suitcases etc. A bare pearl light

pulb protrudes fram its underside to

provide a shaving light.

NO STRETCHING

The room has only one power point,

situated 6" above floor level about
half-way along the side wall. The

lighting switch is three feet above

this and thus limits the placing of
furniture. The idea is that if one's

bed is nearby no stretching is re-

quired to reach it. The light itself

is suspended fram the ceiling by sev-

eral feet of flex (looped up on itself).
The intentigq is that it can be pul-

led over to any part of the room by

strategically placed pieces of string.

No table lamp is envisaged.

The furniture to be used in the

hostel has not been finally decided

up@. Divan beds with low headboards

and interior sprung mattresses will

be used; wardrobes on castors may be.

Alternative forms of bookshelving are

on view -a box arrangement that stands

on the floor and a narrow Dexion-like

rack rumning from picture-rail to

floor to which four rather shoddily

finished shelves are affixed at des-

ired heights. Unfortunately both of

these occupy sane floor space and

students may prefer the better fin-

ished article shown in the photograph,

which allows a desk to be placed be- .

neath.

SUGGESTIONS

It is to be hoped that these roans
will be opened for a few days to mem-

bers of the Union, so that the pre-

decessors of those who will use them

can pass criticism and make suggestions.

t

HOTTER WOMEN WANTED
TO MELT. 1.C. HEARTS ..

The second phase of the FELIX hop

survey went into operation last Satur-

daye . This time the women were under

fire. What did the men want? Did

they get it? That is what we wanted

to know. Some of the men were indeed

tomgue-tied(see last issue); answering

in monosyllables. Luckily ethers were

more vociferous; below are given same

general Opinions:

Generally the women were quite

satisfactory, although “warmth and home-

liness*® were lacking in most. Also

they needed to be more mature mentally,

inferring .that their physical maturity

was adequate. As one man put it, they

were “often overexposed physically and
underdeveloped mentally! However,

some of the mén preferred them that way!

little maternal instinct was evident im

the majority of the females. “Requests

to “came back to the digs to wash up

and make me same coffee " wens: beverelly

rebuffed by such excuses as “Mummy would

not like it", but, as we all know, Mun-

my would not * get itt

However, before a man asksa girl

to his flat for coffee he has to find

her. Although most men seek them at

hops a few women appear in odd places -

“On top of a bonfire", “In Lapland",

or even “In bed." These rarities do
not detract fram the problem of con-

versation at hops. Girls who answer

"Yes" to “Do you came hear often" are

to be avoidedas there is reteset dl

something wrong.

Some men had original trends in

conversation. “Does Stravinsky bore

you?" Or "Are you pro-Osbarne?"® "Do
yo like champagne and oysters?® or
“If I tell you that you have a good
figure, will you hold it-against mer"
“Have you ever been to China? Well,
what a coincidenoe, neither have I.*
However, little sucoess is reported

with the above openings. One inter-
viewee has had limited success with

_ & pseado-cynical appreach. It ms

generally felt that the girls should

make more attempts at conversation.

Centimed on page 2 eco
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G/L STREETS

Gil Streets, alias Fred Nerk, alias

Herr Obermeister Fuhrer, alias “short

and ourly”, is a third year metallurgist
standing 5ft 6 inches in his Terylene
sooks. (His height in bare feet is un-
known: he admits to having never re-

moved his socks).

He was born in the Lincolnshire ham-

let of Toynton all Saints (beliewe it
or not) some years ago, (Lincolnshire
County Police are rather vague about

his correct age) on a Saturday morning

at 8.30. In Gil's own words: “I knew

it was a Saturday because I had a half-

day orf.

He was educated in his father's

garage, on rare occasions attending

King Edward VI school at Spilsby,

(where he was a corporal in the Lincoln-
shire Wing A.T.C.).» At the age of seven-

teen a veil of mystery (the Official
Secrets Act) was lowered on his career,

when he became an apprentice metallurgist

at Harwell.

Few facts about the three years he

spent there have come to public know-

ledge. It is known that he played in

the first team and the mixed eleven at

hockey, and that he was evicted fron

his digs for turning his roam into a

garage. (Gil says he left because he

objected to the landlord, a Welshman,

calling hima bloody foreigner.) His
passion for lying om his back in a

pool of grease gave use to his first

car (an H.M. Govt. Special with Singer

Le Mans engine.) The phenomenal per-

formance of this machine was obtained

by reducing its weight; mudguards,

lights, body panels, silencer and seats

were removed; eventually Gil was re-

moved too, (to the police station)
charged with 20 offences, and let off

with a caution.

Since coming to I.C. in 1955, Gil's

enthusiasm for cars, and for those nec-

essities of life which seem to be as-

sociated with cars, has not waned. He

«

now ows half a Morris Eight (Dixie
Dean oms the other half) and two ladies

in Tottenham.

Last year Gil was the R.S.M. Enter-

tainments Officer, and also dinner

"charlie-in-chief® and official re-
builder of Clementine. During his first

two years he wes on the I.C. Entertain-

ments Committee and is now the Chairman.

According to John Hobson (of Guilds

Entertainments fame) the Saturday night

hops here are s0 enjoyable as to be

know as °Gil's Treats."

This flurry of activity has,

however, left some time for Gil to

pursue his main interests which in-

clude making omelettes, running a

marriage bureau in conjunction with

the social secretaries of several

women's colleges, (frustrated I.C.
males take note! ) gooseberry pie, and
humanity in general . He says the only

thing he really dislikes are kippers

for breakfast and tall women who wear

high-heeled shoes. His ambitions are

to enter the Monte Carlo Rally, to

build his own house which he has al-

ready designed, to marry at 30 and to

travel around the world.

His immediate ambition is to re-

cover his old bowler hat which was:-

Bought for two shillings,
Swum across the Thames,

Covered with flour on Morphy Day,

Shattered by fireworks on November

5th,
and which has:-

Hobnobbed with Royalty,

and Been pinched by a member of R.C.S.

Gil has been forced to use his best

Sunday bowler as a temporary lampshade,

go would the present omer of the old

one please return it as soon as possible.

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

CLUB

SPANISH EVENING

THURSDAY FEBRUARY 20

CONCERT HALL 730

SPAN/SH OANC/NG

TALKS FILMS

SPANISH WINES
ADMISSON FREE

ENGINEERS BALL

The annual Dinner and Dance of

Ce and G College achieved success an

a scale comparable to that of last

term's Carnival. The Dinner was held

in the Upper Dining Hall and the Upper

Refectory, speeches being relayed to

the latter. Mr. Mooney surpassed him-

self by providing no fewer than 249

dinners. The excellence of the speeches

highlighted a memorable evening in an

atmosphere considerably less formal than

the dress.

After the Royal toast, Professor

Christopherson, newly elected an hon-

orary member of the Union, proposed

the health of the College. There vas

nothing much, he remarked, that he could

say, in public, of the President, and

quickly passed on to the more serious

matter of I.C.'s expansion, in which

C. & Ge would play an ever-increasing

part, as the need for technologists

became more acute. Mr. Dave Stevens

replied to the toast and produced the

surorise of the evening - The Spanner -

recently reclaimed from R.C.S.

A very lively speech followed

fram Mr. John Hobson, who embarres-

sed his guests with same very well

chosen words. Mr. Chadwick was put

in his place by an after-party tale.

After enquiring if Mr. Butters had his

trousers on, Mr. Hobson: “Travelled

through the sublime to.... Mr. Gil

Streets."

HOP SURVEY

eoe Continued from page 1.

There seemed to be no preference

for either blonde or brunette, provi-

ding she is of a "reasonable size and

shape" and possesses personality, with

accent on the latter. One man iooks

for big eyes but rarely finds them;

another looks mainly for nice legs and

ankles; this, he said, is no reflection

on intelligence “but is very rewarding.®

The opinion of the level of intel-

ligence varied; some thought the females

were dim-witted, some over intelligent,

same were of “intelligence comparable

with that of I.C. men, which is not say-

ing much."

There seemed to be a distinct lack of

dress sense among the girls. Many ‘a

budding flower is obscured by rampant

foliage. Men found that they had to

compromise between what they want and

what they get, although most men came

to the hop just for an evening's enter-

tainment, not with any preconceived

notion of picking up a girl.

Every man questioned intended to

buy his partner refreshments. Most girls

allowed themselves to be led dow for a

drink during the interval when they were

very considerate in the chcice of drinks,

preferring fruit joices to spirits, but

were more reticent when invited for cof-

fee.

What about the after-care? Most of

the men interviewed had only one girl

friend usually at home or none at ail;

some had a half or three quarters (7)

of a girl friend but would elaborate no

further. Theoretically as many girl

friends as possible were desirable, but

"one takes up most of the time and mon-

ey." Another interviewee had mainly

nurses as girl friends; his appearance

corroborated his statement that “Nurses

are the downfall of students."

Such is the opinion of I.C. men

of women and allied subjects, repres-

enting the general social trend. But,

of course, I.C. hops are only a begin-~

ning. Wheat is to follow? Dvoubtless

you imagination will satisfy your

curiosity’

In reply, a past C. & G President

Mr. Foster delivered a most cynical

speech aimed at the present generation

of students, and after some penetrating

derogatory remarks about R.C.S., said

that he®,.could not wish to represent

a finer body of wamen.®

The dancing then commenced and con-

tinued except for a short interval un-

til 2.30 am, after which records were

played to the few energetic bodies re-

maining. Throughout the interval a

be-bagpiped Scotsman had the crowd reel
ing to eightsame's and dashing white

sergeants.

Auld Lang Syne and a Boomlaka camp-

leted the evenings official entertain-

mente

PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY

EXHIBITION

March3rd 7th inthe Concert

Hall

_ All entries to be given to the

Union Hall Porter by 7pm

Feb 27th

MONEY PRIZES

Detailson PhotoSoc notice board
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POINTS FROM COUNCIL

The Union Counoil meeting on Monday,
February 3rd. was considerably sharter
than the previous one, ending at 7.30
Peme The proceedings are Summarised
below.

The broken step on the central
staircase leading to the 3rd floor of
the Union was due to the dropping mm
it of the old piano during transit to
a children's Christmas party elsewhere
in the College.

In a further attempt to prevent
Overloading, the lift in the Union will
shortly be fitted with a cunning gad-
get consisting of a siren that emits a
high-pitched whine when the capacity is
exceeded,

On the extramural side, the cost of
perticipating in Touchstone weekends is
to go up from ten to fifteen shillings,
and it is hoped that C.Day Lewis will
give some General Studies lectures on
poetry. az

The Entertainments Camittee reports
poor organisation on the part of clubs
running hops: same supervisia seems to
be needed. Same of the doormen hired
fer hops have been found rather m-
satisfactory and it is hoped that @ol-
lege technicians may take their place.

The next Union meeting will be held
on the 6th of March,

SCC. APPROVES CONSTITUTION CHANGES

The Social Clubs Committee held a
meeting on Thursday February 6th. The
main items of business were two preposed
amendments to the constitution, both of
which were approved. The first was that
any proposed new society must gain the
Support of one half of the members pre=
sent at a committee meeting while the
second allows two alternative possibili-
ties should the full formation of a
Club or Society be rejected: ;

(a) The Society or Club shall be
formed as a Minor Society of a suitable
existing Society or Club.. The Minor
Society shall be independant of the
Senior Club, both financially and with
regard to activities but shall be re-
presented on the S.C.C. by the Presi-
dent or Chairman of the Senior Club.

(b) The Society shall be formed as
in (a) but shall be financially depen-
dent on the Senior Club., and be named

& Sub-group,

The Committee shall have the power
‘tO recommend to Imperial College Union
Council that any club or sub-group be
disbanded if it considers that the in-
terests of the Union demand it.

The Photographic Society has been
awarded a Pot in the Bar in recognition
of their outstanding record - they are
very well known and have been asked to
participate in international exhibitions,
besides carrying off many first places
in U.L. exhibitions. Their own exhibi-
tions have been judged by prominent mem-
bers of the photographic world, who
have complimented them on their work.

The Executive Committee of the S.C.C.
has also revised the subscription rates
of the Social clubs, taking into account
their membership and expenditure. Sey-
eral changes were approved.

LIVELY DEBATING IN

MOCK PARLIAMENT

The second Mock Parliament was
held in Ayrton Hall ao Thursday,
January 30th. A Labour Government
was in office, and the Liberal Society
provided the official Opposition.
Business opened with a statement of
policy by the Prime Minister, which
was replied to by the leader of the
Opposition.

A Bill to repeal the Conservative
Government's Rent Act, and to introduce
sane new measures on housing, provided
some interesting debating. The
Opposition was somewhat divided, and
did not press far a division. The
Bill was therefare accepted unopposed.

A debate on Education provoked
same violent debating on the subjects
of the eleven plus exam, and the future
of public schools, but general agree—
ment was felt an the subject of students
grants. The Government promised to
give this matter sympathetic considere-
tion. dn Opposition moti of no confi-
dence in the Government was defeated,

The final business a the order
paper was a debate on nationalisation.
The Government proposed to nationalise
several industries, including the road
haulage and the coal distributian in-
dustries. A proposal by an independent
M.P. to nationalise wine, women, and
song was vociferously opposed by the
two members of I.C.W.A. present.

The evening was enlivened by many
iaterjections of a varied and interest-
ing nature. The Conservative Scoiety
unfortunately did not support this
sitting of the Mcok Parliament. ‘The
House hoped that they would attend
the final two sittings.

COLCUTT TOWER

MORE BRIGHT IDEAS

The request for ideas for dealing
with the Coloutt tower has brought to
light a wealth of Originality; a selection
follows. .

Dear Sir,

I suggest that the Colcutt Tower
be exhibited in a "thief-proof” bracket
in the entrance hall of R.C.S,

Yours sincerely,

Anthony L. Brookes.

Dear Sir,

Why not keep the Colcutt Tower

in order that our President can

have a little room right at the

top in which to practice on his

euphonium.

Yours faithfully,

Judy Lemon.

COLPUTNIK I

Dear Sir,

The present outory against the
Coleutt Tower amazes me. Has no-one
realized what a tremendous asset we
have in our midst?

The entire skill of all three
constituent Colleges must immediately
be harnessed to the project of giving
the Tower a permanent tilt. This
would attract visitors from all over
the world and immeasurably inorease
the prestige and revenue of the College.
After all, who would have heard of
Pisa if its tower were straight?

But there would be a nobler scienti-
fic motive behind all this. It is
quite possible that in the not-too-dis-
tant future materials will be treated
in such a way that they will resist
the force of gravity and be repelled
by the earth. Research on these mater-
dals would inevitably include a study
of the time they would take to rise
vertically to a given height on being
released at ground level. What better
equipment could one want for this
experiment than the Leaning Tower of
Kensington?

Yours tsitedly,

I.N. Guy.

Dear Sir,

It is generally acknowledged that
the Colcutt Tower must have additional
supports when the surrounding buildings
are removed. One obvious way of doing
this is to build four flying buttresses
at the corners of the tower to stabilize
it. If the Reader will refer to the
diagram he will see that if the buttresses
were carefully designed they would give
the tower the appearance of a gigantio
neolithic rocket.

Nothing could be a more worthy
symbol of the scientific work on the
island site. Further, it would evoke
great astonishment and admiration from
Overseas tourists who never realized
that our entry into the field of bal-
listic missiles had preceded the first
mxrtomobile by half a century.

Poignancy is added to the situation
by the theory that the tower will
gradually sink into the ground under
its vast weight when the supporting
buildings are removed. As though
winding up for a huge leap into space
the tower (Colputnik I?) would disappear
slowly fram sight, with Mr. John
Betjeman doing a smart salute on one of

. the balconies as it went dom.

Yours faithfully,

Norman B. Greaves.= 9 b> Yo 9 >— yr>- Y > Qo>— 9 >— 92> 9 >— 97>


