GARETH MORGAN

A hardware failure on Wednesday
24 November caused chaos with
Imperial College's payroll. Part-
time and casual staff were facing
no pay when the finance comput-
er system crashed.

The payroll system runs on
two computers: one in the Sher-
field building and one in the Cen-
tre for Computing Services in the
Mechanical Engineering building.
The system is designed to survive
a fire or other disaster at either
location. The two nodes are con-
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tinuously mirrored, and linked by
fibre optic cable. The connectors
to this cable failed, causing both
computers to go down simulta-
neously.

The issue of a system failure if
the cable failed had been raised
when the system was installed,
but the link was not backed up,
due to the cost of installing a par-
allel fibre optic cable. This is the
first time since the system was
installed that it has failed, but fur-
ther failures may convince Col-
lege to install a second cable.

The system was offline for
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day, but was recovered at around
5.00pm
time to print pay cheques on
Thursday night, allowing the
cheques to be distributed as nor-
mal on Friday. The BACS
(Bankers' Automatic Credit Sys-
tem) direct credit payments to

Thursday evening, in

employees' bank accounts were
delayed, however, with payment
being credited on Monday 29
November instead of the previous
Friday.

Among those affected were
around 250 students who work
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ff salaries

most of Wednesday and Thurs-

part-time for the Union or for
College as bar staff, demonstra-
tors and others who are paid on a
weekly basis. Other affected staff
were cleaners and a few techni-
according to Malcolm

Aldridge, Controller of Financial

cians,

Services for the South Kensington
campus.

Mr Aldridge said that the inci-
dent was “a tragedy” but com-
mended the finance office staff,
who had worked late on Thursday
25 November to ensure that staff
were paid as soon as was possi-

ble.

JIM GEACH

City and Guilds Union, in the form
of their president, is facing discipli-
nary action over events following the
Field Cup. After the Rag event,
numerous items including a bath-
tub, a toilet, and a tree were left in
the corner of Beit Quad. The action
is being taken because of the mess
left in the Quad, and, more impor-
tantly, health and safety issues.

An ICU source said that the
Guilds Union was “in the process of
these removed”
“before even deciding to give a for-
mal warning”, ICU President Tasha
Newton ordered that the Guilds
Union should be taken straight to a
disciplinary. Contrarily, according to
Ms Newton, the Guilds Union were

having when,

regularly told to remove the items for

Dinesh facing the wrath of ICU

two months since the Field Cup took
place at the end of Fresher’s Week.

After the items were still not
removed, disciplinary action was
decided to be taken. Despite this,

our source insists that “Previously
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there had been 2 verbal requests
(not warnings) from the Deputy Pres-
ident (Clubs & Societies)”. Then, out
of the blue, Ms Newton informed the
Guilds President of her decision.
Regarding health and safety,

The ICU Source stated “this mess is
actually no different to the rest of the
state of the Quad” and went on to
say that “if you look at the bottle bins
next fo the bike rails at the front of
Beit, you will realise there are bigger
Heath & Safety issues than a bath
tub”.

Information from the Source
suggests “the final ‘real’” decision to
take CGCU to a disciplinary was
raised in a ‘behind closed doors’
ICU Exec (where the Guilds Presi-
dent was not present), by which time
the tub and everything else had been
removed”.

The ICU Source concludes “ICU
has been abusing its disciplinary
power - there are even rumours that
there is a sweepstake being run of
how many disciplinaries they in get
in a week.”
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Refurbishment at last for Southside

MANSOOR CHOUDHURY

Southside Halls may undergo a
refurbishment this coming summer if
planning permission is received for a
massive remodelling of the building.

Every room in the block (which
presently houses the Falmouth-
Keogh, Selkirk and Tizzard Halls) will
be renovated, with every room set to
be fitted with en-suite bathrooms.
According to the College’s long-
term planning and investment analy-
sis, this feature is essential if the Col-
lege hopes to rent rooms during the
vacations for conference attendees.
Other possible improvements to
Southside could lead to an increase
in social space for hall residents and
an improvement in the ratio of stu-
dents to kitchens. The new halls will

be vertical (ie based around a few
eight storey staircases) rather than
horizontal (as is currently the case),
and landings will thus be re-mod-
elled to increase the number of
rooms and cooking facilities.

All this will come at a price,
however - there will probably be an
increase in rent of around £6.50 per
week from the current amount. Stu-
dents could therefore be looking at
a total increase of over £200 per
year for their living expenses.

lan Clifford, ICU Deputy Presi-
dent (Finance & Services), said
Southside was in genuine need of
refurbishment, as the current build-
ing was never intended fo be a per-
manent residence. Mr Clifford fur-
ther noted that “students are more
likely to take care of their hall if it’s
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Southside

new and shiny” and that if the reno-

vation plans do not go ahead,
Southside would probably stay in its
current dilapidated condition for the
next thirty years.

DEBT COLLECTORS
CHASE STUDENTS

Middlesex University has chosen to
employ a debt-collecting firm to
obtain unpaid tuition fees in an
action that could set a precedent.

Chase Debt Collectors, Man-
chester, are primarily to pursue any
overseas and post-graduate stu-
dents who default on their fees, but
it is understood that they are to
extract money from undergradu-
ates too. The new scheme has
apparently caused a few adminis-
trative headaches as non-payers
are still allowed to attend classes,
have work marked and sit exams.

CINEMA DISCOUNTS

Felix has secured a deal whereby
students will be able to see dis-
counted films at the Kensington
Odeon. The scheme will let stu-
dents watch any film they want for
no more than £4.50 and will be
running from Monday to Friday.
This is a definite improvement on
the deal for students currently run-
ning at Virgin, Fulham Road, which
runs from Monday to Thursday and
costs £5 per film.

This agreement pre-empts @
similar student discount, which has

been arranged by the Union, with
Warner Brothers. This deal current-
ly operates for students with the
NUS, of which IC is famously not a
member. The discount, as it cur-
rently stands, is £3 for any film
every day, excluding the cinemas at
Leicester Square. This discount will
be nation-wide whereas the
Odeon scheme will be restricted to
one cinema only. However, the
Odeon discount will have started
on Friday the 3rd of December
while the Warner Brothers scheme
is still in the production and print-
ing phase. In addition to this, by
getting hold of a booklet from the
Felix office, you can take advan-
tage of various extra offers from
Odeon. See Screen for further
details.

EOURTS €@ST

ICU societies wishing to use the
tennis courts will now be charged
£5 per hour for the booking of
both courts. The price comes as a
shock to those at IC who have
been used to playing for free. The
College has introduced the new
pricing system, after taking over
management of the courts from the
Union when the courts fell into a
state of disrepair last year. Origi-

nally under Union control, charges
were only made to external users -
for example, schools and the pub-
lic. Tim Trailor, Deputy President
(Clubs and Societies), explained
that in return for lost revenue from
external court bookings, the Col-
lege will pay ICU approximately
£4500 per year - a figure based
on the average taking previously
received from tennis court book-
ings.

After a ten thousand pound
grant from the Harlington Trust to
fund refurbishment of the courts,
they are now up to a reasonably
high standard. It has been suggest-
ed that tennis court revenue might
not be as high as expected, due to
the deterring cost of play. However,
the compensation from College
should ensure that the Union will
not lose out.

BOOK DISCOUNTS

This Thursday will see Waterstones'’
second “Discount Thursday”, tar-
geted at soaking up the pre-Christ-
mas market. All books (including
academic text-books) are available
at a 15% reduction on the normal
refail price from every branch in the
London area - including all three
campus branches.






