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Fibre failure threatens staff salaries
GARETH MORGAN

A hardware failure on Wednesday

24 November caused chaos with

Imperial College's payroll. Part-

time and casual staff were facing

no pay when the finance comput-

er system crashed.

The payroll system runs on

two computers: one in the Sher-

field building and one in the Cen-

tre for Computing Services in the

Mechanical Engineering building.

The system is designed to survive

a fire or other disaster at either

location. The two nodes are con-

tinuously mirrored, and linked by

fibre optic cable. The connectors

to this cable failed, causing both

computers to go down simulta-

neously.

The issue of a system failure if

the cable failed had been raised

when the system was. installed,

but the link was not backed up,

due to the cost of installing a par-

allel fibre optic cable. This is the

first time since the system was

installed that it has failed, but fur-

ther failures may convince Col-

lege to install a second cable.

The system was offline for

most of Wednesday and Thurs-

day, but was recovered at around

5.00pm

time to print pay cheques on

Thursday night,

cheques to be distributed as nor-

mal on Friday. The BACS

(Bankers! Automatic Credit Sys-

tem) direct credit payments to

Thursday evening, in

allowing the

employees’ bank accounts were

delayed, however, with payment

being credited on Monday 29

November instead of the previous

Friday.

Among those affected were

around 250 students who work

part-time for the Union or for

College as bar staff, demonstra-

tors and others who are paid on a

weekly basis. Other affected staff

were cleaners and a few techni-

cians, according

Aldridge, Controller of Financial

to Malcolm

Services for the South Kensington

campus.

Mr Aldridge said that the inci-

dent was “a tragedy” but com-

mended the finance office staff,

who had worked late on Thursday

25 November to ensure that staff

were paid as soon as was possi-

ble.

Guilds Union on trial over abandoned bathtub
JIM GEACH

City and Guilds Union, in the form

of their president, is facing discipli-

nary action over events following the

Field Cup. After the Rag event,

numerous items including a bath-

tub, a toilet, and a tree were left in

the corner of Beit Quad. The action

is being taken because of the mess

left in the Quad, and, more impor-

tantly, health and safety issues.

An ICU source said that the

Guilds Union was “in the process of

having these removed” when,

“before even deciding to give a for-

mal warning”, ICU President Tasha

Newton ordered that the Guilds

Union should be taken straight to a

disciplinary. Contrarily, according to

Ms Newton, the Guilds Union were

regularly told to remove the items for

Dinesh facing the wrath of ICU

two months since the Field Cup took

place at the end of Fresher’s Week.

After the

removed, disciplinary action was

decided to be taken.

our source insists that “Previously

items were still not

Despite this,
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there had been 2 verbal requests

(not warnings) from the Deputy Pres-

ident (Clubs & Societies)”. Then, out

of the blue, Ms Newton informed the

Guilds President of her decision.

Regarding health and_ safety,

The ICU Source stated “this mess is

actually no different to the rest of the

state of the Quad” and went on to

say that “if you look at the bottle bins

next to the bike rails at the front of

Beit, you will realise there are bigger

Heath & Safety issues than a bath

tub”.

Information from the Source

suggests “the final ‘real’ decision to

take CGCU to a disciplinary was

raised in a ‘behind closed doors’

ICU Exec (where the Guilds Presi-

dent was not present), by which time

the tub and everything else had been

removed”.

The ICU Source concludes “ICU

has been abusing its disciplinary

power - there are even rumours that

there is a sweepstake being run of

how many disciplinaries they in get

in a week.”
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Refurbishment at last for Southside
MANSOOR CHOUDHURY

Southside Halls may undergo a

refurbishment this coming summer if

planning permission is received for a

massive remodelling of the building.

Every room in the block (which

presently houses the Falmouth-

Keogh, Selkirk and Tizzard Halls) will

be renovated, with every room set to

be fitted with en-suite bathrooms.

According to the College’s long-

term planning and investment analy-

sis, this feature is essential if the Col-

lege hopes to rent rooms during the

vacations for conference attendees.

Other possible improvements to

Southside could lead to an increase

in social space for hall residents and

an improvement in the ratio of stu-

dents to kitchens. The new halls will

be vertical (ie based around a few

eight storey staircases) rather than

horizontal (as is currently the case),

and landings will thus be re-mod-

elled to increase the number of

rooms and cooking facilities.

All this will come at a price,

however - there will probably be an

increase in rent of around £6.50 per

week from the current amount. Stu-

dents could therefore be looking at

a total increase of over £200 per

year for their living expenses.

lan Clifford, |CU Deputy Presi-

dent (Finance & Services), said

Southside was in genuine need of

refurbishment, as the current build-

ing was never intended to be a per-

manent residence. Mr Clifford fur-

ther noted that “students are more

likely to take care of their hall if it’s

In Brief

Southside Photo: Archive

new and shiny” and that if the reno-

vation plans do not go ahead,

Southside would probably stay in its

current dilapidated condition for the

next thirty years.

DEBT COLLECTORS

CHASE STUDENTS

Middlesex University has chosen to

employ a debt-collecting firm to

obtain unpaid tuition fees in an

action that could set a precedent.

Chase Debt Collectors, Man-

chester, are primarily to pursue any

overseas and post-graduate stu-

dents who default on their fees, but

it is understood that they are to

extract money from undergradu-

ates too. The new scheme has

apparently caused a few adminis-

trative headaches as non-payers

are still allowed to attend classes,

have work marked and sit exams.

CINEMA DISCOUNTS

Felix has secured a deal whereby

students will be able to see dis-

counted films at the Kensington

Odeon. The scheme will let stu-

dents watch any film they want for

no more than £4.50 and will be

running from Monday to Friday.

This is a definite improvement on

the deal for students currently run-

ning at Virgin, Fulham Road, which

runs from Monday to Thursday and

costs £5 per film.

This agreement pre-empts a

similar student discount, which has

been arranged by the Union, with

Warner Brothers. This deal current-

ly operates for students with the

NUS, of which IC is famously not a

member. The discount, as it cur-

rently stands, is £3 for any film

every day, excluding the cinemas at

Leicester Square. This discount will

be nation-wide

Odeon scheme will be restricted to

whereas the

one cinema only. However, the

Odeon discount will have started

on Friday the 3rd of December

while the Warner Brothers scheme

is still in the production and print-

ing phase. In addition to this, by

getting hold of a booklet from the

Felix office, you can take advan-

tage of various extra offers from

Odeon. See Screen for further

details.

COURTS COST

ICU societies wishing to use the

tennis courts will now be charged

£5 per hour for the booking of

both courts. The price comes as a

shock to those at IC who have

been used to playing for free. The

College has introduced the new

pricing system, after taking over

management of the courts from the

Union when the courts fell into a

state of disrepair last year. Origi-

nally under Union control, charges

were only made to external users -

for example, schools and the pub-

lic. Tim Trailor, Deputy President

(Clubs and Societies), explained

that in return for lost revenue from

external court bookings, the Col-

lege will pay ICU approximately

£4500 per year - a figure based

on the average taking previously

received from tennis court book-

ings.

After a ten thousand pound

grant from the Harlington Trust to

fund refurbishment of the courts,

they are now up to a reasonably

high standard. It has been suggest-

ed that tennis court revenue might

not be as high as expected, due to

the deterring cost of play. However,

the compensation from College

should ensure that the Union will

not lose out.

BOOK DISCOUNTS

This Thursday will see Waterstones’

second “Discount Thursday”, tar-

geted at soaking up the pre-Christ-

mas market. All books (including

academic text-books) are available

at a 15% reduction on the normal

retail price from every branch in the

London area - including all three

campus branches.
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Library plans outlined Tamil Soc Show Shines
DAVID ROBERTS

Disagreements surrounding the

proposed refurbishment of the

Reynolds Building at Charing Cross

intensified this week.

At last Tuesday’s Vice-Princi-

pal’s Question Time, Professor

Michael Whitehouse - ICSM’s Vice

Principal (Undergraduate Medicine)

- outlined the current proposals to

an assembled crowd of around a

hundred Charing Cross students.

Amidst suggestions that a decision

has practically been made already,

he (along with project specialist

Peter Griffiths) detailed the results of

a “feasibility study” conducted by

the Med School, which demonstrat-

ed that it would be possible to

squeeze Primary Healthcare and

Social Services into the building, as

long as other services are remod-

elled and reorganised.

Although the study suggests an

alteration in shelf space for medical

journals amounting to a 39%

reduction in the volume of texts

available, Prof Whitehouse prom-

ised that “the existing level of library

service will be protected - it will just

be reconfigured”. Part of the stu-

dent common room would also dis-

ICSM

Union rooms (as computing facili-

appear, as would several

ties move into the basement).

The driving force behind the

redevelopment would seem to be

the undoubted need for total refur-

bishment of the Charing Cross site.

However, although all parties would

like to see a thorough appraisal of

the building leading toa redevelop-

ment programme, the potential for

a quick injection of cash from the

introduction of the Primary and

Social units into the building would

seem to have swayed the discussion

dramatically. Prof Whitehouse

explained that the special trustees

would release £2.5 million if the

units can be accommodated.

The big question, however,

remains whether or not students will

be involved in the decision making

process - or whether the crucial

decisions have already been made.

Prof Whitehouse himself refused to

be drawn on the issue, simply stat-

ing that “it’s a very important proj-

ect and I'll work very hard to ensure

that it happens”.

SUNIL RAO

The ICU International Tamil Soci-

ety annual show was held on Fri-

day 26 November, in the Great

Hall, carrying on in the proud tra-

dition of past shows and events.

This year’s event “Sangamam

99” was billed as a millennium

show, aiming to showcase the tal-

ents of the members of the society

and their friends by “drawing from

both Eastern and Western cul-

tures”.

The show finally kicked off

with the traditional lighting of the

lamp and was prefaced by a clas-

sical (Carnatic) music solo. Fol-

lowing a brief welcome speech by

Sutharsan Vivekananthan, Tamil

Soc President, the show began in

earnest with a well-received classi-

cal solo dance performance. Most

of the dances featured in the show

were unsurprisingly set to music

from contemporary Tamil movies.

Then came the first of the two

“fashion show” sections, with a

variety of clothing on display, from

moderntraditional saris to

streetwear, all modelled to thump-

ing hip hop sounds. Nearly thirty

different students modelled, show-

casing dresswear from a number

of fashion houses across London.

The best bits - those that got

the crowd really going - came

after the interval, though. A hilari-

ous comedy sketch targeting “The

Jerry Springer Show”, but with

Tamil participants instead of the

usual trailer-park trash, elicited a

great reaction from the crowd,

and the closing folk dance

remained (as ever) incredibly pop-

ular, providing a grand finale to

an evening that by and large ran

very smoothly.

This year’s show was attended

by almost 350 people, not as

many as last year but still a good

turnout, with the memories of the

drunken brawl outside last year’s

event still fresh in the minds of the

organisers.

The show was, like most of its

kind, a charity event, with pro-

ceeds going to the Tamil Rehabili-

tation (TRO), a

charity set up to aid Tamils dis-

placed from Sri Lanka owing to

the violence there.

Organisation

JIM GEACH

London’s streets were awash with

twelve to fifteen thousand angry

students on Thursday 25th Novem-

ber, all taking part in the NUS

demonstration against tuition fees

and student hardship. Students

from all over the country attended

the march, which was set to be “the

biggest show of student protest in a

decade”, organised after a ballot

from union members in July.

ICU President Tasha Newton,

despite her initial hostility to the

idea at October’s ICU Council,

thought the demo to be a good

idea, even though the Union is not

part of the NUS, as it tackled prob-

lems that affect all students in high-

er education. Imperial students

were therefore given the option of

attending, and appropriate promo-

tional displayed

around College to drum up sup-

material was

port - the demo would be more

successful the more students

attended. Ms Newton's only appre-

hension came from the possible

involvement of IC students in minor

disturbances that occurred after the

event.

Demonstrations began outside

the University of London Union on

Malet Street, then progressed over

Westminster Bridge, culminating in

Students create a sit-down roadblock in protest Photo:Ed Sexton

a mass rally in Kennington Park.

This finale was hosted by the NUS

Scotland president Richard Baker,

who has been a key player in the

Scottish campaign against fees and

is also a member of the Scottish

Independent Committee of Inquiry

into Student Finance which the

NUS has lobbied to scrap fees in

on London
Scotland.

In addition to various speeches

made by politicians and represen-

tatives from the major education

NUS National

Andrew Pakes also addressed stu-

unions, President

dents and union members. Mr

Pakes said, “The largest student

protest in a decade proves the

issue of tuition fees will not die. The

march has brought a_ national

focus to fees, hardship and pay for

students, and we must now put

pressure on MPs locally. This action

will be followed in the Spring at a

lobby of parliament by NUS and

students’ It’s time that

Government and business put their

unions.

hands deep in their pockets and

paid up for a decent and equitable

education system.”

UCAS figures indicate that

fees, since their introduction, have

led to a drop in applications - par-

ticularly from mature students

where there has been a drop of 10

per cent over the last two years.


