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Cults threaten Union Council disruption 
GARETH M O R G A N 

Imperial C o l l e g e U n i o n h a s b e e n 
warned of the c h a n c e o f d i s r u p ­
tion to t o m o r r o w ' s C o u n c i l by a 
f u n d a m e n t a l i s t I s l a m i c g r o u p 
called A l m a h a S h a r i n . T h e U n i ­
versity of L o n d o n U n i o n h a s a l e r t ­
ed the L o n d o n c o l l e g e s , a s the 
group a r e a p p a r e n t l y t h r e a t e n i n g 
to d is rupt S t u d e n t U n i o n m e e t ­
ings. The g r o u p h a s h o m o p h o b i c 
and a n t i - S e m i t i c v i e w s , a n d 

U n i o n o f f i c e r s h a v e b e e n w a r n e d 
a b o u t the p o s s i b i l i t y o f h a r a s s ­
m e n t . 
T h e M e t r o p o l i t a n P o l i c e a r e 
a p p a r e n t l y t a k i n g the m a t t e r s e r i ­
o u s l y ; b o t h S c o t l a n d Y a r d a n d 
C o l l e g e S e cu r i t y m a y m a k e the i r 
p r e s e n c e fe l t at C o u n c i l . 
R e l i g i o u s g r o u p s w h o a r e no t I C U 
c l u b s w e r e n o t g i v e n s ta l l s at t h e 
F reshe rs ' Fa i r , a n d w e r e p r e v e n t e d 
f r o m u s i n g U n i o n n o t i c e b o a r d s 
d u r i n g O c t o b e r , a l t h o u g h they 

m a y n o w use t h e m . A r e c u r r i n g 
i s s u e h a s b e e n the C o l l e g e 
b r a n c h o f C h r i s t i a n U n i o n . T h e y 
a r e p r e v e n t e d f r o m b e c o m i n g a n 
I C U c l u b b e c a u s e the i r c o n s t i t u ­
t i on r e q u i r e s the i r o f f i c e r s to s i g n 
a d e c l a r a t i o n of f a i t h , w h i c h c o n ­
t r a v e n e s the U n i o n ' s e q u a l o p p o r ­
tun i t i es p o l i c y , but is r e q u i r e d by 
t h e i r o w n f u n d i n g ru l e s . C h r i s t i a n 
U n i o n a r e c u r r e n t l y t r y i n g t o 
rewr i te t he i r c o n s t i t u t i o n in a w a y 
that is a c c e p t a b l e to b o t h p a r t i e s . 

In the m e a n t i m e , I C U P res iden t 
T a s h a N e w t o n h a s i s s u e d a w a r n ­
i ng a b o u t the ' L o n d o n C h u r c h o f 
Love ' , a g r o u p w h o a r e s e n d i n g 
ou t e m a i l q u e s t i o n n a i r e s , o f f e r i n g 
the c h a n c e to b e c o m e a pr i es t . It 
a s k s f o r a c r e d i t c a r d n u m b e r , 
w h i c h is t h e n s t o l e n , a n d the 
o w n e r t h r e a t e n e d . A n y o n e w h o 
r e c e i v e s this e m a i l s h o u l d i n f o r m 
the C e n t r e f o r C o m p u t i n g Se r ­
v i c e s (ccshelp@ic.ac.uk), e n c l o s ­
i n g a c o p y of the e m a i l . 

Menigitis victim turns onto the road to recovery 
SUNIL R A O 

M e n i n g i t i s , t he k i l l e r d i s e a s e 
a l ready n o t o r i o u s f o r h i t t i ng s t u ­
dents a c r o s s the c o u n t r y , h a s 
struck a g a i n - this t ime m u c h c l o s ­
er to h o m e . O n S a t u r d a y 3 0 
O c t o b e r , a r e s i d e n t o f F a l m o u t h 
K e o g h H a l l (part o f t h e S o u t h s i d e 
c o m p l e x in P r inces G a r d e n s ) w a s 
admi t t ed to h o s p i t a l , w i th s y m p ­
toms of w h a t w a s s o o n c o n f i r m e d 
to be m e n i n g o c o c c a l s e p t i c a e m i a . 

T h e s t u d e n t , a m a l e B i o c h e m ­
istry f resher , is n o w a p p a r e n t l y s t a ­
ble r e c o v e r i n g , w i th his p a r e n t s 
p e r m a n e n t l y by his b e d s i d e . H e is 
on the r o a d to a l o n g , s l o w but 
steady recove ry . 

W h e n c o n t a c t e d , T a s h a N e w ­
ton, I m p e r i a l C o l l e g e U n i o n P res ­
ident , s a i d "I th ink that it is a r e a l ­

ly s a d t h i n g to h a p p e n , a n d I h o p e 
that he is in the t h o u g h t s a n d 
praye r s o f e v e r y b o d y at I m p e r i a l , 
a n d that we ' l l a l l be l o o k i n g a f te r 
e a c h o t h e r e v e n m o r e c l o s e l y 
now . " 

T h e d i s e a s e is c a u s e d by the 
m e n i n g o c o c c a l b a c t e r i a w h i c h 
r e s ide in the n o s e a n d t h r o a t a n d 
a r e p a s s e d o n t h r o u g h p r o l o n g e d 
i n t i m a t e c o n t a c t . T h e r e is n o 
g r e a t e r risk of c a t c h i n g the d i s ­
e a s e f r o m a n a f f e c t e d p e r s o n t h a n 
f r o m the g e n e r a l p u b l i c , un l e s s 
y o u h a v e b e e n in ex t r eme l y c l o s e 
c o n t a c t w i th the i n d i v i d u a l . A s a 
p r e c a u t i o n a r y m e a s u r e p e o p l e 
s h o u l d be v i g i l a n t o v e r the next 
few d a y s ; be e s p e c i a l l y w a t c h f u l of 
you r se l f a n d y o u r f r i ends a s the 
s y m p t o m s c a n s u d d e n l y d e v e l o p 
very r ap id l y . 

Ear ly s y m p t o m s - a f e e l i n g of 
f e v e r i s h n e s s , n a u s e a , s e v e r e 
h e a d a c h e , a n d a stiff n e c k a n d 
b a c k a c c o m p a n i e d by jo int p a i n s 
- c a n a p p e a r c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of 
i n f l u e n z a o r a h a n g o v e r . H o w e v e r , 
w i th in a ma t t e r o f h o u r s , this c a n 
g r o w in to s o m e t h i n g m o r e s e r i ­
o u s , s o it is r e c o m m e n d e d tha t 
y o u get a f r i end o r f r i ends to 
c h e c k up o n y o u regu la r l y . It is 
a b s o l u t e l y i m p e r a t i v e tha t y o u 
seek u rgen t m e d i c a l a t t en t i on if 
these s y m p t o m s a r e not r e l i e v e d 
by s t a n d a r d o v e r - t h e - c o u n t e r 
m e d i c a t i o n . A l t h o u g h v a c c i n a t i o n 
is n o w s t a n d a r d p r a c t i c e fo r First 
Y e a r s , this d o e s not o f f e r p r o t e c ­
t i o n f r o m a l l f o r m s of the d i s e a s e . 
V a c c i n a t e d s tuden ts s h o u l d not 
i g n o r e p o s s i b l e s y m p t o m s . 

P r o m p t t r e a t m e n t is a b s o l u t e l y 

n e c e s s a r y if a n y of the f o l l o w i n g 
s y m p t o m s a r e e x h i b i t e d : 
• a rash of s m a l l r ed bru i ses 

that d o no t f a d e u n d e r p r e s ­
su r e (say f r o m a g lass ) 

• a seve re d i s l i k e o f o r f e e l i n g of 
u n e a s e at l ight 

• a f e e l i n g o f d i s o r i e n t a t i o n 
a n d / o r d r o w s i n e s s 

Fur ther a d v i c e c a n b e o b t a i n e d 
f r o m the f o l l o w i n g s o u r c e s , w h i c h 
o f f e r p r o f e s s i o n a l a n d c o n f i d e n t i a l 
a d v i c e : 
• I m p e r i a l C o l l e g e H e a l t h C e n ­

t re , P r ince ' s G a r d e n s - r ing 
0 2 0 7 5 8 4 6 3 0 1 (externa l ) , 
4 9 3 7 5 a n d 4 9 3 7 6 ( in terna l 
ex t ens ions ) 

• M e n i n g i t i s R e s e a r c h F o u n d a ­
t i on - 0 8 0 8 8 0 0 3 3 4 4 

• The N a t i o n a l M e n i n g i t i s Trust 
- 0 1 4 5 3 7 6 8 0 0 0 
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U L U ; Cos t l y W h i t e E l e p h a n t o r 
g lue that h o l d s l o n d o n t o g e t h e r ? 
Felix invest igates the ro le o f a 
federa l s tudents u n i o n . 

Ten years a g o e v e r y o n e t h o u g h t 
the w o r l d w a s d o o m e d - so wha t 
h a p p e n e d ? 

ew 
felix interv iews C h r i s E d w a r d s , 
p r i n c i p l e o f I m p e r i a l C o l l e g e 
S c h o o l of M e d i c i n e 

Union 
The RCS return to give us the latest 
on what they're up to. 

s 
Breakpo in t a n d M i s h m a s h focus 
on the imminen t r e p l a c e m e n t of 
the Rector. Joy. 

feedback 
A sl im pos tbag this week surely sug­
gests I'm d o i n g some th ing w r o n g . 
M o s t distressing. 

Reviews 
We g o four-out-of-five tastic this 
week, w i th endless pages of quality 
mater ia l 

[Seven Days 
We have a D ia r y Ed i tor ! H u r r a h ! 
Expect content to i m p r o v e . 

O n one h a n d a c o m e d y profi le, on 
the other a f iendish c rossword . 

o r t 

M o r e impressive per formances this 
week - silverware beg ins to b e c k o n . 

Trinity reap the rewards of RAG 
G A R E T H M O R G A N 

I m p e r i a l C o l l e g e U n i o n R a g 
r a i s e d o v e r £ 1 1 , 0 0 0 last year , 
a n d o n 2 8 O c t o b e r c h e q u e s w e r e 
p r e s e n t e d t o the f o u r m a i n c h a r i ­
t i es : She l te r , A v e r t (A IDS a w a r e ­
ness a n d r e s e a r c h ) , t he I m p e r i a l 
C a n c e r R e s e a r c h F u n d a n d Trinity 
H o s p i c e in C l a p h a m . S a r a h 
C o b u r n , las t year ' s R ag C h a i r , 
t h a n k e d e v e r y o n e i n v o l v e d in t h e 
f u n d r a i s i n g f o r t he i r h e l p a n d p r e ­
s e n t e d c h e q u e s f o r £ 2 4 3 1 to 
e a c h char i t y . 

Th i s yea r ' s I C U Rag W e e k wi l l 
b e 4-1 1 M a r c h 2 0 0 0 . T h e c h a r i ­
t ies a r e A l o n e in L o n d o n , H o p e 
f o r C h i l d r e n , the D y s l e x i a Institute 
a n d the Red C r o s s A g e n t O r a n g e 
A p p e a l . A l t h o u g h Rag w e e k is the 
f o c a l p o i n t o f the f u n d r a i s i n g , 
t he r e w i l l b e even t s a n d ac t i v i t i e s 
t h r o u g h o u t the year , i n c l u d i n g the 
F r i d a y n i g h t c l o a k r o o m s . 

F o r m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n o n R a g , 
o r if y o u w o u l d l i k e t o g e t 

Rag Chair, Sarah Coburn(left), presents Trinity Hospice the donation Photo: Jonas 

i n v o l v e d , c o n t a c t J o i n t C h a i r s 
M a r t i n L o r d a n d F a r h a d C o o p e r 
o n ( 0 2 0 7 5 9 ) 4 8 0 9 9 o r 
r a g @ i c . a c . u k . 

T h e r e is a R a g m e e t i n g o n 
T h u r s d a y at 1 2 0 0 , in the R a g 
O f f i c e ( b e h i n d the U n i o n D i n i n g 

H a l l , a b o v e d B ' s ) . If y o u c a n find 
it, e v e r y o n e is w e l c o m e . 

T h e r e w i l l a l s o b e a sa le ol 
o l d R a g p in t g l a s s e s in the J C R on 
T u e s d a y 1 6 N o v e m b e r , 1 2 - 2 . The 
p r i c e is s i m p l a y a d o n a t i o n to this 
y e a r ' s R a g . 

In Brief 
P O R T A L O O 

M i c h a e l Po r t i l l o , the f o r m e r S e c r e ­
tary of State f o r D e f e n c e , has b e e n 
s e l e c t e d as the C o n s e r v a t i v e c a n ­
d i d a t e f o r the K e n s i n g t o n a n d 
C h e l s e a b y - e l e c t i o n . T h e sa fe 
Tory seat w a s left v a c a n t w h e n 
A l a n C l a r k e , the p r e v i o u s MP, d i e d 
e a r l i e r this year . The c o n s t i t u e n c y 
d o e s not i n c l u d e Imper i a l C o l ­
l ege 's S o u t h K e n s i n g t o n c a m p u s 
itself, but res idents o f Eve lyn G a r ­
d e n s wi l l b e e l i g i b l e to v o t e , o n 2 5 
N o v e m b e r . 

KINGS F L O O D 

O n e of K i n g s C o l l e g e m e d i c a l 
s c h o o l sites h a s b e e n hit wi th a 
m a j o r c a t a s t r o p h e af ter a a m a i n 
w a t e r p i p e burst . T h e resu l tan t 
f l o o d i n g left to the b r a n d new 
b u i l d i n g b e i n g s u b m e r g e d u n d e r 
six feet o f water , c a u s i n g m i l l i o n s 
of p o u n d s w o r t h of d a m a g e . The 
b u i l d i n g in q u e s t i o n is s i tua ted o n 
the G u y ' s H o s p i t a l site n e a r L o n ­
d o n B r i d g e , a n d is the m a i n site 
f o r M e d i c s , Dent i s ts a n d B i o m e d ­

i c a l S c i e n c e s tudents s tudy ing at 
U M D S . H a v i n g u n d e r g o n e a 
m a j o r £ 8 0 0 0 0 0 r e f u r b i s h m e n t 
o v e r the s u m m e r , B o l a n d H o u s e , 
w h i c h b o r e the b runt o f the f l o o d ­
i n g , h a d o n l y b e o p e n f o r th ree 
w e e k s . T h e cos t o f r e p a i r wi l l be 
met by insurers a n d T h a m e s water . 

MCK INSEY M A D N E S S 

Two I m p e r i a l C o l l e g e s t u d e n t s 
we re e s c o r t e d f r o m a M c K i n s e y 
C o n s u l t i n g p r e s e n t a t i o n last Tues ­
d a y n igh t a f te r o n e b e c a m e the 
w o r s e f o r d r i nk . " T h e y s h o u l d n ' t 
h a ve kep t t o p p i n g up o u r g l a s s e s , " 
the m o r e s o b e r o f the two later 
c o m m e n t e d . 

ARE Y O U A UNIVERSITY? 

M i n i s t e r s h a v e a n n o u n c e d strict 
ru les g o v e r n i n g the use of the title 
" u n i v e r s i t y " w h i c h w i l l i n s t an t l y 
ru le ou t b id s f o r un ivers i ty status 
f r o m at least 1 1 h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n 
ins t i tu t ions . 

A n y c o l l e g e a s p i r i n g to u n i v e r ­
sity c o l l e g e status o r any un ivers i ty 

c o l l e g e s e e k i n g fu l l univers i ty sta­
tus wi l l h a v e to d e m o n s t r a t e an 
i m p e c c a b l e r e c o r d o f qua l i t y over 
at l eas t f ive y ea r s . A p p l i c a n t s will 
a u t o m a t i c a l l y f a i l if a n institution 
h a s r e c e i v e d a s i n g l e unsat isfacto­
ry g r a d e in a n y q u a l i t y assessment. 
A s we l l as s e v e r a l cu r ren t appl i ­
c a n t s , d o z e n s of ex i s t i ng universi­
t ies ( i n c l u d i n g East A n g l i a and 
Leeds Un ive rs i t i es ) wi l l a l so fall 
f o u l of the ru les if f o r c e d to re­
a p p l y u n d e r the n e w c r i t e r i a . 

It is a l s o u n d e r s t o o d that min­
isters a r e p l a n n i n g t o a d o p t con­
t rove r s i a l p l a n s to f o r c e institutions 
to a p p l y s e p a r a t e l y f o r degree 
a w a r d i n g p o w e r s at unde rg r adu ­
ate a n d p o s t g r a d u a t e l e ve l . 

N O SEX PLEASE... 

Fel ix w o u l d l i ke to o f f e r its regards 
to the c o u p l e w h o w e r e caught in 
f l a g r a n t e d e l i c t o in the Maths 
l o c k e r r o o m o n W e d n e s d a y morn­
i n g . T h e i r i d e n t i t i e s remain 
u n k n o w n , d u e to the fortuitous 
l a y o u t o f the l o c k e r s . W e didn't 
th ink that a n y o n e he re h a d it in 
t h e m . 
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Cocktail of Chaos Major Mines Makeover 
JAMES HOLIAN 

The annua l fresher's c h e m i c a l e n g i ­
neering cockta i l party was a night 
most of the revellers w o u l d l ike to 
forget. The C h e m i c a l Eng inee r i ng 
Society h a d p l a n n e d a l ightly a l c o ­
hol fuelled even ing of N o v e m b e r 2 , 
fun for students a n d lecturers a l i ke . 
However, they d i d not expect the 
night of tumult that e n s u e d . 

The eng ineers , usua l ly k n o w n 
for their H e r c u l e a n c a p a c i t y f o r 
a l coho l , b e g a n d r o p p i n g l ike f l ies 
suspiciously ear ly in the e v e n i n g . 
The event s o o n b e c a m e a wi ld af fa i r 
with rows b reak ing out al l o v e r a n d 
it was not l ong be fore c o l l e g e s e c u ­
rity arr ived o n the scene . Tuesday 
evenings a re not genera l l y k n o w n 
for their exc i tement a n d the r equ i r ed 
security p resence at the event pu l l ed 
col lege security to full stretch. O n e 
security of f icer c o m m e n t e d that d e d ­
icated secur i ty staff s h o u l d b e 
employed fo r these events in future . 

The even ings mess r e a c h e d its 

p e a k w h e n o n e u n d e r g r a d u a t e 
m e m b e r of the C h e m i c a l Eng inee r ­
ing d e p a r t m e n t w a s f o u n d f a c e 
d o w n o n the concre te just off the 
m a i n wa lkway . H a v i n g c o n s u m e d a 
plenti ful a m o u n t of a l c o h o l i c c o c k ­
tails it w a s though t that the d e l i n ­
quen t m a y b e suffer ing f r o m toxic 
s h o c k . A n a m b u l a n c e w a s du ly 
c a l l ed a n d took the casual ty to the 
nea rby C h e l s e a & Westmins ter h o s ­
p i t a l . It is u n d e r s t o o d that a n 
ove rn i gh t stay in the w a r d w a s 
requ i red with a d r ip to c l e a n out the 
v i c t ims s y s t em , but a s t o m a c h 
p u m p i n g p r o c e d u r e w a s not 
r eq u i r ed . S o m e vict ims o f the night 
he ld those serv ing the dr inks r e s p o n ­
s ible f o r ply ing the t rad i t iona l m ix ­
tures with c o p i o u s v o d k a . 

M e m b e r s of the C h e m i c a l E n g i ­
nee r i ng Society, the o r g a n i s a t i o n 
w h o o r g a n i s e d the event , d e c l i n e d 
to c o m m e n t as Felix went to press. 
Howeve r , it is unde r s tood that no 
further a c t i on wi l l be t aken aga ins t 
any of the guilty part ies . 

RICHARD H O E Y 

F u n d i n g sho r t ages h a v e d i s r u p t e d 
p l ans to refurb ish the Roya l S c h o o l 
of M i n e s . The b u i l d i n g is a m o n g s t 
the shabb i e s t in the Universi ty , but 
a ful l m a k e o v e r w o u l d have cos t a 
m a s s i v e 9 0 m i l l i o n p o u n d s . It 
w o u l d have a l s o t aken m a n y years , 
c a u s i n g se r ious d i s rup t i on to the 
h u n d r e d s of students a n d staff it 
h o u s e s . 

A strategy is n o w b e i n g d e v i s e d 
that invo lves d e v e l o p m e n t of the 
b u i l d i n g in severa l p h a s e s . This way 
the major i ty o f the Roya l S c h o o l o f 
M i n e s c a n r e m a i n o p e n d u r i n g 
re fu rb i shment wo rk . Estates m a n ­
a g e r Ian C a l d w e l l to ld Felix that the 
init ia l a i m of the pro jec t is to b r i ng 
toge the r key infrastructure such as 
lecture theat res , IT fac i l i t ies a n d 
l ibrary s p a c e , w h i c h a re current ly 
s ca t t e r ed a l l o v e r the b u i l d i n g . 
T h e s e wi l l i n s tead b e cen t r a l i s ed 
a r o u n d the s ta i rcases a n d new lifts. 
The M a t e r i a l s d e p a r t m e n t a n d the 
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Hux ley s c h o o l , w h i c h a r e current ly 
s p r e a d o v e r a n u m b e r of b u i l d i n g s , 
wi l l a l s o be b r o u g h t t o g e t h e r in the 
new- look S c h o o l . 

These p r o p o s a l s wi l l cost a n 
es t ima ted 8 m i l l i o n p o u n d s . A n 
H E F C E g ran t has b e e n a p p l i e d fo r 
u n d e r the "Poor Estates Initiative", 
but m o n e y m a y a l s o be ra i sed 
t h r o u g h the sa l e o r l ease of the 
M a n a g e m e n t S c h o o l b u i l d i n g . The 
d e p a r t m e n t w o u l d then be m o v e d 
into the Roya l S c h o o l of M i n e s , 
a l t h o u g h it is not k n o w n h o w k e e n 
it wi l l be to c o m p l y with such a 
p l a n . 
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ULU 
DAVID ROBERTS 

In the hea r t o f B l o o m s b u r y there ' s 
a r o a d c a l l e d M a l l e t S t ree t , a n d 
o n the c o r n e r o f t ha t r o a d y o u ' l l 
f i nd a U n i o n b u i l d i n g . N o t a n 
I m p e r i a l C o l l e g e U n i o n b u i l d i n g 
(the C o l l e g e hasn ' t t a k e n o v e r 
a n y w h e r e in B l o o m s b u r y yet) bu t 
n o n e t h e l e s s e ve r y y e a r the C o l ­
l e g e h a n d s the o c c u p i e r s o f t ha t 
b u i l d i n g s o m e t h i n g in the r e g i o n 
of £ 1 5 0 0 0 0 o n y o u r b e h a l f . 
W h y ? B e c a u s e t h a t b u i l d i n g 
h o u s e s the Un i v e r s i t y of L o n d o n 
U n i o n (ULU ) , the f e d e r a l U n i o n 
f o r the s tuden t s of a l l U n i v e r s i t y of 
L o n d o n C o l l e g e s - that 's n e a r l y 
1 5 0 0 0 0 s tuden t s in a l l . Ve ry 
n i c e . . . s o w h a t d o they d o ? 

What they do 

Like the N U S , the p r i m a r y f u n c ­
t i on of U L U is t o a c t a s a m e a n s 
o f r e p r e s e n t i n g s t u d e n t s o n a 
w i d e r s c a l e t h a n w o u l d b e p o s s i ­
b l e f o r a n y i n d i v i d u a l U n i o n . By 
b r i n g i n g t o g e t h e r n e a r l y 1 5 0 0 0 0 
s t u d e n t s f r o m a c r o s s L o n d o n , 
U L U c a n c l a i m to r e p r e s e n t the 
interests o f a m a s s i v e b l o c k of the 
l o c a l p o p u l a t i o n , a n d c o n s e ­
q u e n t l y n e g o t i a t e s o m e f a i r l y 
i m p o r t a n t d e a l s . U n t i l r e c e n t l y 
the i r r e p u t a t i o n o n th is f r o n t w a s 
not m u c h be t te r t h a n tha t of the 
N U S - h o w e v e r , w i th the i n t r o d u c ­
t i on last y e a r of the L o n d o n T r a n s ­
po r t d i s c o u n t c a r d s c h e m e c o m ­
ing a l m o s t en t i re l y at the b e h e s t 
of l o b b y i n g f r o m U L U r e p s , they 
c a n tru ly be s a i d t o h a v e a c h i e v e d 
a s i g n i f i c a n t g a i n f o r t h e i r s t u ­
d e n t s . T h e c h a l l e n g e , n o w , h o w ­
ever, is t o f o l l o w this u p w i th f u r ­
ther m a j o r i n i t i a t i ves - at p r e s e n t 
s tuden t d i s c o u n t s at s u p e r m a r k e t s 
is the pe t-pro jec t of c h o i c e f o r 
U L U s a b b a t i c a l s . 

L ike a l l s tuden t u n i o n ' s , there ' s 
a l s o a g r e a t d e a l o f f o c u s o n w e l ­
f a r e i s s u e s , a n d the M a l e t S t ree t 
b u i l d i n g h o u s e s a n A d v i c e C e n t r e 
(with it's o w n d e d i c a t e d staff) a s 
we l l as a n E d u c a t i o n a n d W e l f a r e 
s a b b a t i c a l . H o w e v e r , l i ke m u c h of 
w h a t U L U d o e s , th is f a c i l i t y is 
a l m o s t en t i r e l y m o n o p o l i s e d by 
s tuden ts at the s m a l l e r B l o o m s ­
bury C o l l e g e ' s - a f t e r a l l , h o w 

m a n y s t uden t s a r e g o i n g to trek 
a c r o s s L o n d o n to f i n d h e l p w h e n 
t h e y h a v e s p e c i a l i s t a d v i s o r s , 
c o u n s e l l o r s a n d g u i d a n c e c en t r e s 
o n c a m p u s ? 

T h e th i rd s t r ing of the s t a n ­
d a r d u n i o n r emi t is c l u b s a n d 
s o c i e t i e s , a n d c o n s e q u e n t l y you ' l l 
f i n d a w i d e r a n g e o f s t u d e n t 
g r o u p s b a s e d at U L U H Q - they 
e v e n h a v e t h e i r o w n s t u d e n t 
n e w s p a p e r . L o n d o n S t u d e n t (in 
t e rms of c i r c u l a t i o n , the l a r g e s t 
s t u d e n t n e w s p a p e r in E u r o p e ) . 
A g a i n , h o w e v e r , t hese g e n e r a l l y 
s e r ve t o r e p l i c a t e a n d d u p l i c a t e 
wha t ' s o n o f f e r at a n y o f the l a r g ­
e r C o l l e g e ' s ( U C L , Q M W , I C , LSE , 
K i n g ' s , H o l l o w a y a n d the l ike) -
a n d t h e r a n g e c e r t a i n l y c a n ' t 
c o m p a r e w i th w h a t you ' l l f i n d at 
I C U . T h e o n e key d i f f e r e n c e is the 
s p e c i a l B U S A entry a r r a n g e m e n t s . 
U n d e r the t e rms of a s p e c i a l d e a l , 
w h e r e v e r t h e r e is n o s e r i o u s i n t e r ­
est in p u t t i n g i n d i v i d u a l c o l l e g e 
t e a m s in to n a t i o n a l s p o r t i n g c o m ­
p e t i t i o n , a U L U s i d e c a n b e 
e n t e r e d to r e p r e s e n t the en t i r e 
Un i ve r s i t y . C o n s e q u e n t l y , m a r s h a l 
a r t i s ts , a t h l e t e s a n d l a c r o s s e a n d 
k o r f b a l l p l a y e r s c a n ( and do ) t a k e 
pa r t in n a t i o n a l c o n t e s t s a s m e m ­
bers o f U L U s q u a d s . 

Sport 

In s p o r t i n g t e r m s , h o w e v e r , U L U ' s 
key r o l e is the c o - o r d i n a t i o n of a l l 
U n i v e r s i t y of L o n d o n L e a g u e a n d 
C u p c o m p e t i t i o n . I n d e e d , o n e o f 
U L U ' s m o s t h i g h p r o f i l e ( and v a l u ­
a b l e ) c o n t r i b u t i o n s to it's s tuden t s 
is the p r o v i s i o n of th is s e c o n d t ie r 
f o r C o l l e g e s p o r t , p r o v i d i n g a 
y e a r - l o n g a l t e r n a t i v e t o t o u g h 
B U S A c o n t e s t s . C r u c i a l l y , th i s 
m e a n s that C o l l e g e ' s c a n b o a s t a 
g e n u i n e " Spor t f o r a l l " a p p r o a c h 
a s , u n l i k e B U S A c o m p e t i t i o n 
w h e r e a m a x i m u m of f o u r s q u a d s 
a r e a l l o w e d p e r c o m p e t i t i o n , U L U 
a l l o w as m a n y t e a m s to e n t e r 
t he i r c o n t e s t s a s a c o l l e g e c a n 
f i e l d . T h u s , wh i l s t IC c a n o n l y 
e n t e r f o u r I C U a n d f o u r I C S M S U 
t e a m s i n t o B U S A f o o t b a l l , w e c a n 
e n t e r a r o u n d a d o z e n t e a m s 
( i n c l u d i n g s q u a d s f r o m R C S a n d 
R S M ) i n to the m y r i a d of U L U 
L e a g u e s , p r o d u c i n g s u i t a b l e c o m ­

pe t i t i on f o r p l a y e r s o f a l l ab i l i t y . 
T h e o t h e r b i g b e n e f i t o f the 

U L U L e a g u e a n d C u p sy s t em is t o 
p r o v i d e a w i n n i n g e n v i r o n m e n t 
f o r s p o r t in L o n d o n . B e c a u s e e v e n 
the l a r g e s t L o n d o n c o l l e g e is 
s m a l l o n a n a t i o n a l s c a l e , a n d 
b e c a u s e C e n t r a l L o n d o n l o c a ­
t i ons t e n d to m a k e r e g u l a r t r a i n ­
i ng d i f f i cu l t , it's h a r d f o r o u r s i d e s 
to c o m p e t e o n a n a t i o n a l s c a l e 
(note tha t last y e a r - a n i n c r e d i b l y 
g o o d s e a s o n f o r IC s p o r t - w e sti l l 
o n l y m a n a g e d to r e a c h t w o B U S A 
f ina ls ) - a n d c o n s e q u e n t l y U L U 
s p o r t p r o v i d e s a m o r e r ea l i s t i c 
f r a m e w o r k w i t h i n w h i c h w e c a n 
c o m p e t e . . . a n d w i n . L o o k e d a t 
f r o m a d i f f e r en t p o i n t of v i ew , 
h o w e v e r , the f a c t tha t I C U s i d e s 
p l a y t e a m s f r o m the w e a k e r s m a l l 
c o l l e g e s w e e k a f te r w e e k c o u l d 
be s e e n as pa r t o f the p r o b l e m . 
A f t e r a l l , h o w c a n w e e x p e c t to 
get be t te r u n l e s s w e p l a y a g a i n s t 
g o o d t e a m s o n a r e g u l a r b a s i s ? 
It's a q u e s t i o n that 's b o u n d to b e 
a s k e d a lot o v e r the next f e w 
m o n t h s , as the i s sues s u r r o u n d i n g 

d u a l , s i n g l e a n d h y b r i d ent ry (see 
Issue 1 1 5 4 ) m o v e to the f o r e . . . 

Fund ing 

Part of the c h a r t e r f o r the Un i ve r ­
sity of L o n d o n a s a w h o l e says that 
t he r e mus t be a f e d e r a l U n i o n for 
the Un ive rs i t y , a n d c o n s e q u e n t l y 
eve ry C o l l e g e in U L is l o c k e d into 
p a y i n g f o r U L U - in the c a s e of IC, 
tha t m e a n s h a n d i n g o v e r f und ing 
of a r o u n d £1 5 0 0 0 0 o n a n a n n u ­
a l b a s i s (that's a r o u n d a sixth of 
w h a t the I C U as a w h o l e rece ives) . 
C o n s e q u e n t l y , a l t h o u g h v a r i o u s 
c o l l e g e s a c r o s s L o n d o n ( i nc lud ing 
IC) o c c a s i o n a l l y t a lk o f d isa f f i l i a t ­
i ng f r o m U L U , the q u e s t i o n has to 
be a s k e d : is t he r e a n y p o i n t ? After 
a l l , it's n o t the U n i o n that 's p a y i n g , 
it's the C o l l e g e , a n d a l l s i g n s seem 
to s u g g e s t that if I C U were to 
l e a v e the f e d e r a l b o d y they w o u l d ­
n't r e c e i v e a n ex t r a p e n n y - and 
un t i l t h a t s i t u a t i o n c h a n g e s , 
there ' s n o w a y a n y o n e is really 
g o i n g to l e a v e U L U . . . 

FELIX NEEDS YOU 
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REVIEWERS, PROOF READERS, 
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An ecological mystery - David Roberts investigates 

T en years a g o the news was p l a s t e r ed with e n v i ­
r o n m e n t a l c o n c e r n s . Every w e e k w h e n I w a s in 
jun io r s c h o o l the b igges t news story w o u l d be 
s o m e t h i n g to d o with G l o b a l W a r m i n g o r 

O z o n e D e p l e t i o n - so m u c h so that every s c h o o l k id 
in o u r g e n e r a t i o n c a n still qu i te h a p p i l y run off a 
d e c e n t essay o n the e n v i r o n m e n t a l i m p a c t of m a n k i n d 
at a m o m e n t ' s no t i c e . If it wasn ' t s ea level rises (cue 
w o r r y i n g p ic tures of l a rge c h u n k s of ice c a p f a l l i ng into 
the sea) it w a s " the hottest s u m m e r on r e c o r d " (cue 
c o m e d y p ic tures of Brit ish p e o p l e t u rn ing bee t roo t red 
o n B l a c k p o o l beach ) o r the d a n g e r s of sk in c a n c e r 
(cue A u s t r a l i a n c r i cke t t e a m c o v e r e d in w a r paint ) . 
O n e way a n d ano the r , the i m p e n d i n g e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
c a t a s t r o p h e that w e w o u l d al l have to f a c e wi th in o u r 
l i fet imes s e e m e d a s s u r e d . 

A n d n o w . . . ? W h e n was the last t ime you saw 
Trevor M c D o n a l d g rave l y a n n o u n c i n g the results of the 
latest r e sea r ch into the G r e e n h o u s e Effect o r a H o r i ­
z o n d o c u m e n t a r y e x p l a i n i n g h o w C a m b r i d g e w a s 
g o i n g to b e c o m e a s e a s i d e resort w i th in the next t w e n ­
ty yea r s ? Q u i t e obv ious l y , the e n v i r o n m e n t is no 
l o n g e r news (you on l y have to c o m p a r e the p o p u l a r i ­
ty of the G r e e n Party ten years a g o with recent e l e c t i o n 
results to see that) - but , if the p r o b l e m w a s as c a t a ­

s t roph i c as it s e e m e d , why not ? S h o u l d w e still be 
p l a n n i n g f o r the day w h e n l a rge tracts of the country 
d i s a p p e a r into the s e a , p a l m trees b e c o m e c o m m o n ­
p l a c e at C l a c t o n a n d Brit ish f a r m e r s b e c o m e the 
w o r l d ' s m a j o r p r o d u c e r of o l i v e s ? O r has everything 
c h a n g e d ? 

In t ruth , there a re three g e n u i n e l y p l a u s i b l e exp l a ­
na t i ons fo r w h a t has h a p p e n e d he r e : 

1 .) N e w s b l i ndness has set in - fo r the s a m e reason 
that you n o l o n g e r f ind s ta rv ing A f r i c a n s o r mass 
m u r d e r i n g A m e r i c a n s o n the f ront p a g e of even 
the mos t se r i ous press , e n v i r o n m e n t a l d o o m s im­
ply isn't news any m o r e . 

2. ) W e s o l v e d the p r o b l e m - the e n d l e s s summi t s and 
c o u n c i l s of min is ters that w e have to e n d u r e f i na l ­
ly a c h i e v e d s o m e t h i n g cons t ruc t i v e (bes ides g o o d 
PR) a n d b r o u g h t a b o u t a quick-f ix s o l u t i o n to the 
w o r l d ' s c r i ses . 

3. ) The scient ists we re w r o n g - the b a n e of m o d e r n 
news c o v e r a g e is the o v e r - s i m p l i f i e d scienti f ic 
a r g u m e n t (think G M f o o d s , the BSE s a g a etc) and 
this is s imp l y a n o t h e r e x a m p l e . 

Let 's l o o k at the e v i d e n c e : 
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The Science 

So , a r e w e rea l l y a l l d o o m e d ? W e l l , the w o r l d is 
u n d o u b t e d l y ge t t ing hotter, w i th f i gu res r e l e a s e d by 

the US G o v e r n m e n t s E n v i r o n m e n t a l P ro tec t i on A g e n c y 
showing that g l o b a l m e a n s u r f a c e t e m p e r a t u r e has 
increased by 0 .5-0 .6 °C in the last h u n d r e d yea rs , with 
the ten hottest yea rs in this p e r i o d f a l l i n g in the e i gh t ­
ies a n d n inet ies a n d 1 9 9 8 o f f i c i a l l y d e c l a r e d the 
warmest y ea r o n r e c o r d . H o w e v e r , in g l o b a l te rms the 
picture is m u c h m o r e c o m p l e x : n ight-t ime lows a r e r is ­
ing a b o u t tw i ce as fast as day- t ime h i g h s ; s im i l a r l y w i n ­
ter t empe ra tu r e s a r e w a r m i n g fast whi ls t s u m m e r t e m ­
peratures s e e m to s h o w little t r e n d . M o r e o v e r , a l a rge 
section of l e a d i n g exper ts a r e u n c o n v i n c e d that the 
a tmosphe re is w a r m i n g in c o n j u n c t i o n with the su r ­
face, as sate l l i te d a t a d o e s not s h o w a n y w a r m i n g 
trends, a n d c o n s e q u e n t l y insist that we still h a ve m u c h 
to l earn a b o u t the phys ics b e h i n d g l o b a l c l i m a t e 
change . 

A t the s a m e t i m e , the s n o w c o v e r in the N o r t h e r n 
H e m i s p h e r e a n d f l o a t i n g i ce in the A r c t i c O c e a n have 
dec r eased (as a n y s e a s o n e d sk ie r wi l l tell you ) , l e a d i n g 
to a g l o b a l s e a leve l rise of b e t w e e n 1 0 c m a n d 2 5 c m 
(depend ing o n w h i c h set o f r e s e a r c h f i n d i n g s y o u 
believe) o v e r the c o u r s e of the last century. A s i m i l a r 
t ime-scale is a l s o b e l i e v e d to have seen a o n e pe r cen t 
increase in g l o b a l p r e c i p i t a t i o n ( a l t h o u g h ra in fa l l pa t ­
terns w o u l d s e e m to h a v e b e c o m e a lot less p r e ­
d ic tab le a l o n g the way ) . 

So f a r so g o o d - it a l l s o u n d s s u s p i c i o u s l y l ike the 
figures I h e a r d at s c h o o l - but w h a t d o e s it a l l m e a n ? 
We l l , the latest p r e d i c t i o n s s u g g e s t that a v e r a g e g l o b ­
al t e m p e r a t u r e s c o u l d r ise 1-4°C by 2 1 0 0 (with m a j o r 
reg iona l v a r i a t i ons ) . A s a result , so i l mo i s tu r e (ie a r e a s 
of fertile soil ) wi l l d i m i n i s h whi ls t r a in fa l l i n c r e a s e s , a n d 
sea level wi l l rise a n y t h i n g u p to two feet o n a g l o b a l 
scale ( loca l v a l u e s a r e m u c h h a r d e r to quant i fy ) . 

T h u s , whi ls t the latest f i gu r e s a re s o m e w h a t less 
d r ama t i c t h a n t h o s e o r i g i n a l l y p r o j e c t e d (don ' t expec t 
London to b e c o m e s u b m e r g e d o r the h o m e c o u n t i e s to 
b e c o m e a deser t in o u r l i fet imes) the news cer ta in l y 
isn't g o o d . W h i l s t the sc ient is ts a n d g e o g r a p h e r s w o u l d 
certainly s e e m to h a v e b e e n gui l ty of a d e g r e e of 
s c a r e m o n g e r i n g a n d ove r-s ta tement a n d s i m p l i f i c a ­
t ion, the g e n e r a l thrust of the a r g u m e n t still h o l d s t rue 
- left u n c h e c k e d the G r e e n h o u s e Effect wi l l h a ve a 
very se r i ous i m p a c t o n the s h a p e of h u m a n c i v i l i s a t i on . 
So the q u e s t i o n r e m a i n s , why d o e s n o - o n e c a r e any 
more ? 

The Solution 

Once the W e s t e r n W o r l d f ina l l y c o t t o n e d o n t o the 
fact that g l o b a l w a r m i n g w a s rea l (a feat that 

took a n impress i ve l y l o n g t ime a n d a mass i v e a m o u n t 
of sc ient i f i c e v i d e n c e to a c c o m p l i s h ) the m i s s i o n b e g a n 
to pass the b u c k o n t o s o m e o n e e l se . T h e first task was 
to e x p l a i n that it wasn ' t a c tua l l y the Wes t ' s p r o b l e m , 
and the n inet ies b e g a n with b l a m e b e i n g f i rmly sh i f ted 
onto a i l i n g Russ i an p o w e r p l an t s a n d foss i l fue l b u r n ­
ing Th i rd W o r l d c o u n t r i e s (who h a d usua l l y bui l t the i r 
powe r s ta t ions with o u r m o n e y . . . ) . I n d e e d , o n e of the 
most c o m i c a l e x a m p l e s of a c o m p l e t e l a ck of f o r e ­
t hough t r e m a i n s the A s w a n D a m pro jec t - o v e r the 

c o u r s e of it 's thirty y ea r (or so) l i fe-span the rott ing 
v e g e t a t i o n left b e n e a t h the l ake wi l l r e l ease a b o u t as 
m u c h c a r b o n d i o x i d e as b u r n i n g d o w n mos t of the 
w o o d l a n d in Wes te rn E u r o p e . 

Howeve r , whi ls t it 's e a s i e r to shunt respons ib i l i t y 
o n t o s o m e o n e w h o can ' t a f f o rd to rectify the p r o b l e m , 
even tua l l y a sha r e in the b l a m e has to be t a k e n (after 
a l l the Industr ia l Revo lu t i on was hard ly the mos t e n v i ­
r o n m e n t a l l y c o n s c i o u s p e r i o d in Br i t ish history) . T h u s 
the R io S u m m i t in 1 9 9 2 w a s c a l l e d to b r ing the w o r l d ' s 
l e ade r s t o g e t h e r to a t tempt to sort out this mess . 
A l t h o u g h m a n y of t hose present u s e d it as a b l a t an t 
oppo r tun i t y to present the i r e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y f r i end ly 
i m a g e , it d i d p r o d u c e a very i m p o r t a n t bas i s fo r fur ther 
c h a n g e in the s h a p e of the F r a m e w o r k C o n v e n t i o n o n 
C l i m a t e C h a n g e ( F C C C ) . The s i gna to r i e s of the treaty 
a l l p r o m i s e d to p u s h fo r a n t h r o p o g e n i c ( h u m a n 
i nduced ) g r e e n h o u s e g a s e m i s s i o n s to r e a c h " l e ve l s 
that w o u l d prevent d a n g e r o u s a n t h r o p o g e n i c inter fer ­
e n c e with the c l i m a t e s y s t em" . T h e F C C C a l s o r e q u i r e d 
that a l l s i gna to r i e s d e v e l o p a n d u p d a t e n a t i o n a l i n v e n ­
tor ies of g r e e n h o u s e g a s e m i s s i o n s , so that fur ther o u t ­
put c o u l d be c lose l y m o n i t o r e d . This f r a m e w o r k has 
s ince b e e n m o d i f i e d a n d fur ther e n d o r s e d by c o n t i n ­
u e d m e e t i n g s such as the Kyoto S u m m i t in 1 9 9 7 . H o w ­
ever, at the s a m e t ime r e sea r ch into c a r b o n d i o x i d e 
s inks (ie m a j o r a r e a s of forest a n d v e g e t a t i o n w h i c h 
s o a k up h u m a n b a s e d emiss ions ) have c r e a t e d d i v i ­
s i ons in the sc ient i f i c c o m m u n i t y , with l e a d i n g f igures 
s u g g e s t i n g that the shee r v o l u m e of forestry in the U S 
m e a n s that the i r g r e e n h o u s e g a s e m i s s i o n s c a n p r a c ­
t ica l ly g o u n c h e c k e d - l e a v i n g the rest of the w o r l d t o 
sort ou t the mess . 

In t o t a l , t he re fo re , whi lst i n t e rna t i ona l l e ade r s have 
m a d e m a n y pretty s p e e c h e s o n the sub jec t , the re ' s a n 
u n d e r s t a n d a b l e l a ck of des i r e to g o b a c k to the i r c o u n ­
try a n d ac tua l l y f o r c e f a c to r i e s to c l o se a n d p r o d u c t i o n 
m e t h o d s to alter. Wh i l s t m o v e s have b e g u n to be m a d e 
in s l o w i n g the e m i s s i o n of g r e e n h o u s e g a s s e s , the tota l 
p r o d u c t i o n rate has thus not a l t e r ed subs tant i a l l y s i n ce 
the late e igh t i es . 

The News 

So w h a t a re we left s a y i n g ? Tha t yes , this cr is is is 
r ea l , a n d that yes , n o g o v e r n m e n t o n the p l ane t has 

so f a r d o n e any th i ng subs tan t i a l t o m a k e a d i f f e r e n c e . 
A n d , O K , that yes, we cer ta in ly d o n ' t k n o w e n o u g h 
a b o u t the m e c h a n i s m s of c l ima t e c h a n g e to fully 
e x p l a i n o r ana l y se w h a t ' s g o i n g o n - but none the l e s s 
w e ' r e cer ta in ly a w a r e that w i thout s o m e s ign i f i c an t 
m o v e m e n t o n the beha l f o f the w o r l d ' s m a j o r p o w e r s , 
w e ' r e g o i n g to be u p a ce r t a in c r eek w i thout a ce r ta in 
i ns t rument . . . 

S o , to f ina l ly get b a c k to the o r i g i n a l po in t , why 
isn't any of this news any m o r e ? H a v i n g a c c e p t e d that 
po ints two a n d three a re on ly part ly the c a u s e , we have 
t o a c c e p t that , in a b i za r r e f o r m of c o m p a s s i o n f a t i g u e , 
we s imp ly d o n ' t c a r e any m o r e . W e s imp l y fo rge t a b o u t 
a p r o b l e m o n c e it 's s ta red us in the f a c e o n c e t o o 
o f t e n , a n d , in a s t range way, we even tua l l y g i ve up a n d 
a c c e p t o u r fates s imp ly b e c a u s e w e ' v e b e c o m e b o r e d 
with the issue in h a n d . Unt i l every th ing starts to g o 
w r o n g - o r a r a n d o m scient ist starts to spou t off r a n ­
d o m theor i es a b o u t a n a p p r o a c h i n g a r m a g e d d o n -
this is o n e story that w i l l , qu i te happ i l y , g o away. 

D 
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2500 students. £120 million. Five campuses. One School of Medicine. 
One Principle. So Chris Edwards, Principle of iCSM, what do you do? 
How would you describe your job? 

In o n e way o r ano the r , the 
M e d i c a l S c h o o l represents a r o u n d 
half of the C o l l e g e ; it b r ings in 51 % 
of the r esea r ch i n c o m e , represents 
a r o u n d 5 0 % of the C o l l e g e pay ro l l 
a n d has 2 5 % of the s tudents . 

In e s s e n c e , my ro le is to fulfi l 
the M e d i c a l S choo l ' s m i s s i o n : to 
b e c o m e a cent re of i n t e rna t i ona l 
r e sea r ch a n d to p r o v i d e wo r ld-c l a s s 
t e a c h i n g . I'm a l s o r e s p o n s i b l e to the 
G e n e r a l M e d i c a l C o u n c i l f o r the 
qual i ty of o u r c o u r s e s . . . w h e n the 
G M C p r o d u c e d the i r p a p e r c a l l e d 
"Tomor rows D o c t o r s " it p r e c i p i t a t ed 
a m a j o r rest ructur ing in m e d i c a l 
t e a c h i n g . It r e c o m m e n d e d a 
d e c r e a s e in t e a c h i n g a s t r e a m of 
facts a n d a n i nc rease in se l f- l ea rn ­
i ng . C o n s e q u e n t l y we 've i n t r o d u c e d 
a new c o u r s e that is u n i q u e in the 
U K in the way that the m o d u l a r BSc 
e l ements a re t augh t , w h i c h I th ink 
wil l b e c o m e cr i t ica l as the r e l e ­
v a n c e of s c i e n c e to m e d i c i n e 
b e c o m e s i n c r eas ing l y i m p o r t a n t in 
the 21 st Century . 

How would you describe the merger? 
We've d o n e w h a t you 'd never 

want to d o - m e r g e two u n d e r g r a d ­
uate t e a c h i n g s c h o o l s , two pos t ­
g r a d u a t e s c h o o l s , seve ra l d i f ferent 
cou r ses , a var iety of c a m p u s e s a n d 
a b r a n d new b u i l d i n g . Na tu ra l l y , it's 
a very stressful p r o c e s s , but my j ob 
is to h o l d the w h o l e th ing t o g e t h e r 
a n d s h o w eve r yone the a d v a n t a g e s 
of the m e r g e r ; the b i g g e r p i c tu re 
that we're al l w o r k i n g t o w a r d s . C r i t ­
ical ly, we n e e d to i n c o r p o r a t e the 
ethos a n d t rad i t ions of a l l the o l d e r 
s c h o o l s a n d then b u i l d in o u r o w n 
new i d e a s , a n d thus c rea te s o m e ­
th ing that's g r ea t e r t han the s u m of 
it's parts . 

How does that effect teaching? 
The structure of a t yp i ca l o l d -

style L o n d o n m e d i c a l s c h o o l s imp ly 
wasn't c o m p a t i b l e with 2 1 s t C e n t u ­
ry m e d i c a l t e a c h i n g . The s i tua t ion 
was a n a l o g o u s with N o a h ' s A r k , 

with the consu l t an t s g o i n g in two-
by-two, so that if o n e w a s absen t 
there w o u l d a lways be p r o p e r c o v e r 
- w h i c h was a very g o o d system 
w h e n there w a s less e m p h a s i s o n 
r e sea r ch . N o w , however , there is a 
n e e d to t rans la te r e sea r ch into c l i n ­
i ca l p r a c t i c e , w h i c h in turn requ i res 
me rge r s to g e n e r a t e fa r g rea t e r crit ­
i ca l m a s s e s , b e c a u s e wor ld-c l a ss 
r e s e a r c h n e e d s a n e n o r m o u s 
b a s e . . . T h i s a l s o m e a n s that s tu ­
dents a re b e i n g t augh t by p e o p l e 
w h o a re at the cut t ing e d g e of the i r 
f ie ld a n d c a n thus excite a n d i n f o r m 
as they t e a c h , p r o v i d i n g a m u c h 
m o r e b e n e f i c i a l e n v i r o n m e n t fo r 
o u r s tudents . M o r e o v e r , the shift 
f r o m b a s i n g t e a c h i n g en t i re l y 
a r o u n d l e a r n i n g by rote to a m u c h 
m o r e p r a c t i c a l a p p r o a c h m e a n s 
that s tudents a re fa r m o r e l ikely to 
r e m e m b e r wha t they've b e e n t augh t 
a n d l ea rn in a m o r e m e a n i n g f u l 
way. 

N o n e t h e l e s s , there's still a b ig 
f a c tua l b a s e , a n d c o n s e q u e n t l y the 
G M C have f o r c e d us to identify o u r 
c o r e c o u r s e s a n d f o c u s o n t h e m -
w h i c h is a rea l ly t o u g h p r o c e s s , 
b e c a u s e every p ro f e s so r o r lec turer 
w o u l d l ike to think that wha t they 
a re t e a c h i n g is essen t i a l . Howeve r , 
we've b e e n real ly ruthless a n d c o n ­
sequent l y we've m a n a g e d to free up 
f a r m o r e t ime f o r p r a c t i c a l l e a r n i n g . 

We ' re a lways g o i n g to be f a c e d 
by the p r o b l e m of g e o g r a p h y . C o n ­
sequent ly , we've set up the in te rac ­
tive v i d e o l ink sys tem, w h i c h is just 
c o m i n g o n l ine , wh i ch is a very 
impor t an t part of o u r p l ans fo r the 
future . 

How important is research? 
U n l i k e the o the r rest of Imper i ­

a l , r e sea r ch in the M e d i c a l S c h o o l 
doesn ' t m a p direct ly o n t o c o n v e n ­
t i ona l d e p a r t m e n t s . C o n s e q u e n t l y 
we've d e v e l o p e d a structure cons i s t ­
ing of a ser ies of c o g n a t e r e sea r ch 
g r o u p s w h i c h ac t h o r i z o n t a l l y 
a c r o s s the ve r t i ca l l ines o f o u r 
d e p a r t m e n t s a n d d i v i s ions to in te ­

g ra te r e sea r ch in a m e a n i n g f u l way. 
T h e o ther c r i t i ca l e l e m e n t of 

e n s u r i n g qua l i t y r e sea r ch is recru i t ­
ing a n d re ta in ing the best p e o p l e . 
S o , I s p e n d a lot of my t ime mee t ­
i ng p e o p l e a n d try ing to sel l t h e m 
the v i s i on . I'm a l s o w o r k i n g to b u i l d 
b r i dges with o ther d e p a r t m e n t s - it 
w o u l d be id io t i c to have a n i s o l a t e d 
M e d i c a l S c h o o l , c o m p l e t e l y s e p a ­
rate f r o m the rest of the C o l l e g e , so 
we have n u m e r o u s i n t e r d e p a r t m e n ­
tal pro jec ts current ly in o p e r a t i o n . 
Indeed the first th ing I d i d w h e n I 
v is i ted Imper ia l b a c k in 1 9 9 5 w a s 
to set u p six a u d i t g r o u p s to l o o k at 
the work of the s e p a r a t e M e d i c a l 
S c h o o l s , a n d o n e of these w a s d e s ­
i g n a t e d to spec i f i c a l l y l o o k at w h a t 
m e d i c a l r e s e a r c h w a s a l r e a d y 
g o i n g o n in the O l d C o l l e g e . . . 

What's your relationship with the 
National Health Service? 

W e a re cr i t ica l ly d e p e n d e n t o n 
the N H S for the de l ivery of o u r cu r ­
r i c u l u m a n d fo r a c c e s s to pat ients 
fo r c l i n i c a l r e s e a r c h . In re turn , the 
N H S g a i n s a g rea t d e a l of exper t i se 
a n d a c ce s s to cu t t i ng-edge t e c h ­
n iques . The f o r m a t i o n of I C S M has 
h a d a n ex t r ao rd ina r y effect o n the 
pat tern a n d de l i very of hea l th c a r e 
in L o n d o n , a n d we r e m a i n at the 
fore f ront of this p r o c e s s as a l e a d ­
ing pa r tne r in the Wes t L o n d o n Part­
ne rsh ip F o r u m (which cons is ts of 
I C S M , representa t i ves f r o m N H S 
Wes t L o n d o n a n d the C h i e f E x e c u ­
tives of a l l the l o c a l trusts). 

The F o r u m he lps to h igh l i gh t 
s p e c i a l a r e a s a n d b r i ng serv ices 
together , l e a d i n g to the d e v e l o p ­
ment of the S t ra teg ic O u t l i n e C a s e 
(currently u n d e r c o n s i d e r a t i o n by 
the Secre tary of State) w h i c h s u g ­
gests a series of m a j o r r e l o c a t i o n s 
fo r o u r r e sea r ch d i v i s ions . 

Will what you're doing here set an 
example that other medical schools 
will be following? 

Aspec t s of wha t we're d o i n g a re 
cer ta in ly u n d e r very c l o se scrut iny 

f r o m o t h e r M e d i c a l S c h o o l s - there 
is a g r e a t d e a l o f interest in o u r new 
c o u r s e s t ruc ture , a n d G K T a re l o o k ­
ing at the poss ib i l i t y of i n t r oduc i ng 
a A u d i o V i s u a l l ink-up system very 
s im i l a r to o u r o w n . M o r e o v e r , the 
C o u n c i l o f H e a d s o f M e d i c a l 
S c h o o l s (which I h a p p e n to be the 
c h a i r o f a t present ) mee t s regu la r l y 
a n d p r o v i d e s a m e a n s to b r i ng al l 
the s c h o o l s together . 

In terms of student numbers, is big­
ger always better? 

T h e resul ts o f the R e s e a r c h 
A s s e s s m e n t Exerc ise s e e m to show 
that there is a m i n i m a l s ize ( some­
th ing in the r e g i o n of forty p e o p l e 
pe r g roup ) b e n e a t h w h i c h resea rch 
s e e m s to suffer, s o s ize c l ea r l y is a n 
a d v a n t a g e . O n the o the r h a n d , 
there is a lways the d a n g e r that stu­
dents wi l l fee l lost in a n a n o n y ­
m o u s , a m o r p h o u s M e d i c a l S c h o o l , 
a n d so we're l o o k i n g at ways of c re ­
a t i ng s m a l l e r g r o u p s wi th in the stu­
d e n t b o d y w h i c h wi l l e n s u r e that 
every i n d i v i d u a l fee ls n o t i c e d a n d 
c a r e d for. 

Finally, when will the merger 
process finally be complete? 

Wi th so m a n y c o u r s e s currently 
r u n n i n g , it's c r i t i ca l that w e move 
the e n d s of a l l o u r cu r ren t courses 
t o w a r d s the style of o u r n e w c o u r s e , 
so that n o - o n e fee ls that they're 
b e i n g s o l d yesterday 's g o o d s . 

U l t imate ly , me rge r s a re never 
c o m p l e t e . . . t h e r e wi l l a lways be the 
t ens i on of l o c a l g e o g r a p h y . W h a t 
we 've d o n e is to a v o i d b a s i n g d i v i ­
s ions o r c o u r s e s at i n d i v i d u a l sites, 
so that g r o u p s mee t up o n a cross-
c a m p u s bas is a n d p r o v i d e the g lue 
tha t h o l d s the sys tem toge the r . 
N o n e t h e l e s s , they ' l l a l w a y s be 
a l u m n i with the i r o w n v i s ions of 
the i r o l d m e d i c a l s c h o o l s - w h i c h is 
f i ne , but w e must p e r s u a d e them 
that the i r o l d t r ad i t i ons a n d ethos 
have not b e e n lost , a n d wi l l a l l be 
i n c o r p o r a t e d in to the n e w M e d i c a l 
S c h o o l w h i c h we ' re b u i l d i n g . 



Where have 
we been UNIX 

all your life? 

Just about everywhere. 
Helping to develop all kinds of 

life-changing technologies. From 
the world's first comms satellite to 

touch-tone phones, from high 
definition TV to UNIX and C++. 

And you still haven't heard of us? 
Well that's not surprising, because 

our work tends to occupy the 
more rarefied and blue-sky areas 
that are one step removed from 

everyday life. 

As we like to put it, we make the 
things that make communications 
work. By doing so, we've not only 

broken new ground for the best 
part of a century, but we've built 

Software 
Hardware 

Systems 
RF 

Commercial 

on the innovative strengths of 
the world famous Bell Labs to 
establish ourselves as a global 
leader in telecoms. 

Today, as Lucent Technologies, 
we're one of the most successful 
three year olds ever. A $30 billion 
organisation that's poised to 
define the next decade and, 
perhaps, the next millennium. 

If you're looking to be part of a 
rollercoaster ride into the future 
then come and visit us. 

We'll be at your University 
Careers Fair on Wednesday 
17th November. 

Alternatively, call 0800 378108 
for an application pack, or visit 
www.lucent.co.uk 

l u c e n t Technologies 
Set fUlK/nnOM H o n s 

W. mat, , h . « , , „ , , ( h a , 

http://www.lucent.co.uk
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Whether you're hunting for a job or just for treasure, the Royal 
College of Science Union can offer a home for your search.... 

A J o b . S o m e o f y o u m a y no t 
r e c o g n i s e th is w o r d at f irst 
s i gh t (h int : y o u c a n f i n d it 

in the d i c t i o n a r y u n d e r the le t ter 
'J') bu t , l ike it o r n o t , a j o b is 
p r o b a b l y w h a t y o u ' r e h e r e for . 
T h a n k f u l l y , the Roya l C o l l e g e of 
S c i e n c e c a n m a k e t h i n g s tha t l ittle 
bit e a s i e r f o r y o u . O n M o n d a y 1 5 
N o v e m b e r at 7 : 3 0 p m is the R C S A 
C a r e e r s F o r u m - a n i n f o r m a l get-
t o g e t h e r w h e r e y o u c a n d i s c u s s 
y o u r i d e a s a n d p r o s p e c t s w i th 
e m p l o y e r s f r o m o u t in t h e r e a l 
w o r l d a n d , a s a n a d d e d i n c e n t i v e , 
t he r e w i l l b e n i b b l e s a n d d r i n k s 
p r o v i d e d . A l s o tha t e v e n i n g is the 
P o s t - G r a d u a t e I n f o r m a t i o n 
E v e n i n g . 

F o r the rest of y o u , w h o d o n ' t 
w a n t a j o b , t he r e a r e f u n even t s 
so y o u c a n w a s t e y o u r t i m e in a 
m o r e f u l f i l l i n g a n d p l e a s a n t way. 
In p a r t i c u l a r t he r e is the T r e a s u r e 
H u n t . If y o u c a n ' t r e a d a m a p to 
save y o u r l ife t h e n y o u ' d be t t e r 
not s i gn u p . If y o u t h i n k W e s t is 
s o m e t h i n g y o u w e a r d u r i n g w i n t e r 
to k e e p w a r m , d o n ' t a p p l y . If the 
last t i m e y o u t r i ed to ge t to a 9 o ' 
l o c k l e c tu r e o n M o n d a y m o r n i n g 
y o u g o t lost a n d e n d e d u p in b e d , 
er, n o . . . in the S e r p e n t i n e , t h e n 
this isn ' t the e v e n t f o r y o u . If y o u 
th ink a c o m p a s s is the n a m e of 
the l o c a l p u b t h e n , q u i t e f r ank l y , 
y o u ' l l be c r a p at the T r e a s u r e 
H u n t . If, h o w e v e r , y o u ' r e a n o r ­

m a l , (semi) s a n e s t u d e n t ( w h i c h , 
s e e i n g a s y o u ' r e s t u d y i n g h e r e , 
y o u s h o u l d be) t h e n the T r e a s u r e 
H u n t w i l l be a h u g e l y e n j o y a b l e 
e v e n i n g , a n d o n e w h e r e y o u 
c o u l d s t a n d to w i n a pa i r s o f 
O d e o n T i cke t s f o r e a c h m e m b e r 
of the w i n n i n g t e a m a n d a n R C S 
s c a r f e a c h - t h e r e a r e e v e n p r i z e s 
f o r r u n n e r s u p . En t ran t s s h o u l d be 
in t e a m s of f ou r , but if y o u d o n ' t 
h a v e tha t m a n y f r i e n d s t h e n y o u 
c a n j o in the lost s o u l s list a n d 
h o p e to b e u n i t e d wi th a k i n d r e d 
sp i r i t . O r s o m e t h i n g l i ke tha t . 
S i g n up shee t s a r e o n a l l R C S U 
n o t i c e b o a r d s o r y o u c a n e m a i l us 
a n d e n t r a n c e is just 5 0 p - c h e a p 
c o n s i d e r i n g t h e v a l u e o f the 
p r i z e s . 

A l s o c o m i n g u p is the a n n u a l 
R C S U vs R C S A Da r t s M a t c h (that 
is the p e o p l e w h o a r e cu r r en t l y a t 
C o l l e g e vs the p e o p l e w h o u s e d 
t o b e at C o l l e g e ) . O f c o u r s e y o u 
d o n ' t h a v e to p l a y da r t s t o c o m e 
a l o n g ( a l t h o u g h it w o u l d be n i ce ) . 
It's just a n e x c u s e to ge t t o g e t h e r 
a n d e n j o y a bit o f b i t t e r / f r i end l y 
r iva l ry . C o m e a l o n g a n d s ee the 
sor t of p e o p l e y o u c o u l d tu rn i n to 
w h e n y o u f i n a l l y f i n i sh h e r e . 

T h e Roya l C o l l e g e of S c i e n c e 
U n i o n ' s D e p a r t m e n t a l S o c i e t i e s 
(or D e p S o c s f o r short ) a l s o h a v e 
e v e n t s p l a n n e d . M a t h S o c h a s a 
Staf f vs S t u d e n t s f o o t b a l l m a t c h 
c o m i n g up a n d B i o C h e m S o c h a s 

a D e p a r t m e n t a l W e l c o m e , w i th 
c o c k t a i l s , a n d a b o a t pa r t y o n 
W e d n e s d a y 1 0 N o v e m b e r . A l l 
d e p a r t m e n t s h a v e a D e p S o c 
w h i c h is o n l y t o o k e e n to t a k e o n 
n e w m e m b e r s w h o w a n t t o h e l p 
o u t a n d m a k e a d i f f e r e n c e . Phys-
S o c in p a r t i c u l a r n e e d s n e w 
rec ru i t s , s o if t he r e a r e a n y b u d ­
d i n g phys i c i s t s o u t t h e r e , d o ge t in 
c o n t a ct. 

T h a t ' s p r o b a b l y it f o r the next 
f o u r w e e k s o r s o , but y o u c a n rest 

a s s u r e d t h e r e w i l l b e p l en t y m o r e 
c o m i n g s o o n . If y o u w a n t t o get 
n o t i f i c a t i o n of R C S U even t s then 
t h e r e is the rcsu- l i s t m a i l i n g list, 
w h i c h w i l l a l s o a l l o w y o u to k e e p 
u p to d a t e w i th y o u r U n i o n . T h e r e 
is a l s o a n o t h e r l ist , r c su-ma t t e r s , 
w h i c h is a d i s c u s s i o n f o r u m a b o u t 
the U n i o n - s i g n u p a n d h a v e you r 
say. S u b s c r i p t i o n d e t a i l s in the 
c o n t a c t s b o x b e l o w . Jus t t i m e fo r 
a q u i c k m e n t i o n o f : 

1 
R O A D 

H E E T 

H a v e y o u p i c k e d up y o u r 
c o p y yet? In B r o a d S h e e t 
y o u ' l l f i n d the latest news 

a f f e c t i n g y o u , a l l t h e r e c e n t 
g r o u n d - b r e a k i n g a n d n o t so 
g r o u n d - b r e a k i n g d e v e l o p m e n t s in 
s c i e n c e , r e v i ews , o p i n i o n , la test 
even ts a n d i n f o r m a t i o n f r o m the 
R C S U a n d , a l l e g e d l y , h u m o u r - a l l 
f o r the i n c r e d i b l y l o w p r i c e o f 
n o t h i n g . T h e r e ' s e v e n a n i m p o s ­
s ib l y d i f f i cu l t c r o s s w o r d o n the 

b a c k w h e r e y o u c a n w i n a £10 
b o o k t o k e n (its so a m a z i n g l y d i f f i ­
cu l t tha t t he r e has yet t o be a 
c o m p l e t e s o l u t i o n to a n y c r o s s ­
w o r d - t h a n k f u l l y i n c o m p l e t e s o l u ­
t i ons a r e a c c e p t e d ) . Th i s o f f e r is 
not a v a i l a b l e in the s h o p s , so 
w h e r e c a n y o u f i n d this f a s c i n a t ­
i n g r e a d ? A t the e n t r a n c e to you r 
d e p a r t m e n t , eve ry o t h e r T h u r s d a y 
m o r n i n g . - the next o n e g o e s out 
this T h u r s d a y . D o n ' t miss it! 

Forthcoming Events 
Wednesday 10 November 

B i o C h e m S o c W e l c o m e & B o a t Party 

Saturday 13 November 
Pa in tba l l 

Monday 15 November 
5 : 3 0 p m - P o s t - G r a d u a t e I n fo rma t ion E ven ing 

( B i o C h e m C o m m o n Room) 

Forthcoming Events 
Contacts 

R C S U - r c s u @ i c . a c . u k 
B i o C h e m S o c - s a r a . c h a l a b i @ i c . a c . u k 

M a t h S o c - c h l o e . g o r t o n @ i c . a c . u k 

Mailing Lists 
Send a n e m a i l with " subsc r i be < l i s t n a m e > " 

(without the quotes) , whe re < l i s t n a m e > is either 
rcsu-matters o r rcsu-list to M a j o r d o m o @ i c . a c . u k . 

Wednesday 10 November 
B i o C h e m S o c W e l c o m e & B o a t Party 

Saturday 13 November 
Pa in tba l l 

Monday 15 November 
5 : 3 0 p m - P o s t - G r a d u a t e I n fo rma t ion E ven ing 

( B i o C h e m C o m m o n Room) 

7 : 3 0 p m - R C S A C a r e e r s F o r u m 
(Sen ior C o m m o n Room) 

Monday 22 November 
Treasure Hun t 

Saturday 27 November 
R C S A v R C S U Darts m a t c h 

Contacts 
R C S U - r c s u @ i c . a c . u k 

B i o C h e m S o c - s a r a . c h a l a b i @ i c . a c . u k 
M a t h S o c - c h l o e . g o r t o n @ i c . a c . u k 

Mailing Lists 
Send a n e m a i l with " subsc r i be < l i s t n a m e > " 

(without the quotes) , whe re < l i s t n a m e > is either 
rcsu-matters o r rcsu-list to M a j o r d o m o @ i c . a c . u k . 

mailto:rcsu@ic.ac.uk
mailto:sara.chalabi@ic.ac.uk
mailto:chloe.gorton@ic.ac.uk
mailto:Majordomo@ic.ac.uk
mailto:rcsu@ic.ac.uk
mailto:sara.chalabi@ic.ac.uk
mailto:chloe.gorton@ic.ac.uk
mailto:Majordomo@ic.ac.uk
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The State of the Union 
Council 
Tomorrow night, the sovereign 
body of ICU will meet to discuss the 
important and interesting stuff from 
the last month. We'll also have a 
star appearance from the ULU Pres­
ident Matt Butt who will be talking 
on ULU services for ICU and 
answering your questions. Council 
is open to all members of ICU and 
if you get bored half way through 
you can wander down to the bar 
and come back! Union Dining Hall, 
6.30pm, Tuesday. 

Meningitis 
As most of you will know and pre­
sumably read in this issue, IC has 
had a meningitis case in one of the 
Halls. It's a very sad thing to hap­
pen and there will lots of people 
who feel personally affected by 
someone they know being seriously 
ill. It's hard to miss the posters 
telling you the symptoms but I 
would like to reiterate that those of 
you who have had the jab are only 
protected against type C bacterial 
meningitis, not type B (twice as 
common) or viral (less serious, but 
still nasty). For a while now, we will 

By Tasha Newton, Imperial College Union President 

all be feeling paranoid about hang­
overs, headaches and drunk 
friends, but that is no bad thing. 
Quick action is essential in menin­
gitis cases, having worked the 
'other side' of A&E, I can promise 
that nobody will criticise you for 
bringing someone in who turns out 
not to have meningitis. 

Access Funds 
For those of you who are feeling 
broke, a little ray of sunlight. If you 
have already taken out a loan for 
this academic session then you are 
eligible to apply for an Access loan. 

but you must do it before 19th 
November. There are some finer 
rules and priorities, the details of 
which are going up on posters or 
you can email me, Kevin Butcher or 
Martin, the Union Adviser (presi­
dent®^, dpew@ic or m.m.thom-
son@ic.) First and second years will 
also need to apply for hardship 
loans, but that's not a problem as 
both funds just need a form filling in 
initially. This is probably a good 
time to remind the Freshers that you 
need to apply for support from the 
Student Loan Company, even if it's 
for £0 now, if in the rest of your 

academic career, you ever want to 
apply again. It's not an easy deci­
sion to go into debt, but it's one 
that the best part of 7,000 current 
IC students have made! 

- This Week's Union Meetings -

Mon 8th Nov 
ULU Council 

Tue 9th Nov 
6.30pm ICU Council 
Union Dining Hall 
9pm CAG Soup Run 

in the 

Thu 1 1th Nov: 
12pm RAG Committee in the 
RAG office behind the UDH 
1 pm Social Clubs Committee 
meeting in the Table Tennis Rm 
12.30pm Recreational Clubs 
Committee Treasurers meeting 
in the Resource Centre 
18.00 ICU Exec in the 
Resource Centre 
Silwood Committee Elections 

12th Nov: 
1 pm SCC Treasurers meeting in 
the Resource Centre 

M I T C H E L L M A D I S O N G R O U P  
Strategic Management Consulting 

Practice your case study interview technique and get a head start on 
applying to one of the top management consulting firms! 

Mitchell Madison Group are looking for final year students 
to participate in an interviewer training day on: 

Friday December 3rd, 1999 

If you are considering a career in management consulting, and are 
interested in participating, please send your CV and a cover letter to: 

Lisa Holmes, Recruitment Coordinator 
Mitchell Madison Group, Portland House, Stag Place, London SW1E 5ZT 

C l o s i n g D a t e : M o n d a y N o v e m b e r 2 2 n d , 1 9 9 9 

C a n d i d a t e s wil l be notified w h e t h e r they h a v e been selected n o later t h a n M o n d a y 29th N o v e m b e r . 

W W W . m m g I i e t . c o m Mitchell Madison C r o u p - a U S W e b / C K S company W W W . U S W e b c k s . C O i n 

http://WWW.mmgIiet.com
http://WWW.USWebcks.COin
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McRON'S OPEN FOR BUSINESS 

There is a need for decent names for the redeve l ­
o p e d areas that will result f r om the S C R project. -
" C o m m o n R o o m " is just so O x b r i d g e , a n d entirely 
inappropr ia te for the wonder fu l spaces that are 
abou t to be c rea ted . Kevin suggests ideas are e-
mai led to mishmash@ic.ac.uk a n d they will be 
passed o n . P lease be inventive, Kevin w o u l d rather 
the areas be innomina te , than f ind himself eat ing in 
the " O x b u r g h L o u n g e " o r patronis ing " R o n a l d ' s " . 

DISTANCE LEARNING SUCCESS? 

Kevin has been hear ing a p le thora o f compla in ts 
f rom med i ca l students a b o u t the abject fai lure of 
the S choo l of M e d i c i n e ' s new d is tance teach ing 
v ideo network. The t e a m respons ib le has been 
rewarded with the prest igious: "Rector ' s a w a r d for 
exce l lence" . The ba loney excuse for this bizarre act 
currently c i rculat ing I C S M has been that the a w a r d 
was, not for the new network, but for a p r o m o t i o n ­
al v i deo p roduc t i on : "Tra in ing Tomor row ' s D o c ­
tors" , wh ich features the system. Kevin suggests that 
if the f iasco is not over, a n d the system is not work ­
ing perfectly, students shou ld ensure their views are 
heard at the presentat ion o n 2 5 N o v e m b e r . 

JOURNALISTS DESCEND 

Why is C o l l e g e spend ing mi l l ions o n the Beit r ede ­
ve lopment ? Better r o o m s for students a n d more 

space for the U n i o n hardly s eem like the sort of 
causes likely to receive ma jo r fund ing f rom IC. The 
s u m m e r of 2 0 0 0 sees Imperial hosting a one-off 
event bi l led as a showcase of British sc ience for the 
M i l l e n n i u m . It is p l a n n e d that Beit will house the 
wor ld ' s journalists, w h o will have use of the Un ion ' s 
new ' m e d i a suite ' . Kevin hopes that I C U ensures 
this situation is fully exploi ted to ou r advan tage . 

M i s h 
M a s h 

A Mostly Harmless Column by 
Kevin, a random entity who 

knows nothing about nothing 

LEAPING UP THE LEAGUE TABLE 

The Rector, will be retiring f rom IC shortly after the 
start of the next a c a d e m i c year. Beit, a n d the exh i ­
bit ion are just examples of the many efforts that are 
be ing m a d e to ensure that he leaves in a blaze of 
glory. Kevin w o u l d not be at al l surprised if efforts 
a re be ing m a d e to ensure the current t rend of 
increas ing the propor t ion of First a n d U p p e r Sec ­

o n d C l a s s degrees is a c ce l e r a t ed . This c o u l d p ro ­
pel IC to the top spot in the l eague tables, the ulti­
mate h igh note o n wh i ch the Rector c o u l d leave. 
This w o u l d obv ious ly a l so be g o o d for students, 
pe rhaps g iv ing e n c o u r a g e m e n t to s o m e of those 
w h o have b e c o m e d i senchan ted o n real is ing that if 
they h a d a t tended a lmos t any o ther university in the 
country, they w o u l d ea rn a better c lassif icat ion of 
degree . There never has been a conv inc ing exp la ­
nat ion answer to the ques t ion : why when IC takes 
in such wel l-qual i f ied students does it have such a 
relatively low propor t ion of Firsts be ing a w a r d e d ? 

CONNECTIV ITY .CONUNDRUM 

The por tacab ins , wh i ch are presently the h o m e of 
Felix are still not connec t ed to the C o l l e g e network. 
This is a r id icu lous situation for the student newspa ­
per at the MIT of Eu rope . Kev in recal ls that when 
The Estates Div is ion o c c u p i e d the premises they 
were connec t ed to the Net . A cursory inspect ion by 
Kevin's untra ined eye reveals that the network 
c ab l i ng was not d isturbed w h e n estates m o v e d out. 
The solut ion that Felix have b e e n wai t ing eight 
weeks for can' t be as s imple as s o m e o n e f rom the 
C C S f l icking a switch, o u l d it? 

C o m m e n t s o n the state of the U n i o n ? Talk to 
I C U C o u n c i l : Tuesday 6 p m , U D H . 

To comment or contribute: 
http://come.to/mishmash 

or email mishmash@ic.ac.uk 

P o i n t 
For the vast majority of y o u , the next 
big mi lestone will be the advent of 
the new M i l l e n n i u m at the e n d of next 
year (a pint for a n y o n e w h o c a n 
prove it h a p p e n s sooner ) . However , a 
much b igge r celest ial event will be 
u p o n us even s o o n e r t han that - o n 
August 1, a new Rector will take the 
he lm of the great ship IC. 

The incumbent , Professor Lord 
O x b u r g h of L iverpool (yes, that 's 
right, L i verpoo l - c a l m d o w n , c a l m 
down! ) , is d u e to pass o n . Before the 
med ics get exci ted at the prospec t of 
taking out their a n g e r on the remains 
of the great I C S M architect , 1 m e a n of 
course , pass ing on to the ult imate o l d 
folks h o m e , ou r nob l e H o u s e of 
Lords. Keen pol i t i ca l watchers wil l 
know that whi le hereditary i n c u m ­
bents of the H o u s e have only 7 5 
words in wh ich to justify their seats, 
Sir Ron had the luxury of many m o r e 
(in the fo rm of the D e a r i n g Report) to 
make himself Tony 's favour i te s c i en ­

tific scouser, a n d gua ran tee his retire­
ment. 

The C o l l e g e Senate has appo in t ­
e d a se lect ion commi t tee to f ind his 
successor. O b v i o u s cand ida tes for 
the j ob inc lude Lord W ins ton (the 
noted TV presenter a n d fertility spe ­
cialist, b a s e d at IC ' s H a m m e r s m i t h 
Hospi ta l ) , Professor Susan G r e e n ­
f ie ld , currently h e a d of the Royal Insti­
tut ion, a n d D r A r p a d Pusztai, recently 
thrust into the pub l i c eye with his oh-
so-accura te research into G M foods . 
G i v e n your £1000 per a n n u m share 
in Imperial C o l l e g e p ic , B reakpo in t 
feels it right that you know w h o is in 
the runn ing , a n d has, at cons ide rab le 
persona l risk, b roken into the Rec­
tor 's Suite a n d d iscovered the fo l l ow ­
ing shortlist. 

Sir Alexander Fleming 
A l ready c a n o n i s e d as the new 

"St. M a r y " by at least one-twenty-fifth 
of the C o l l e g e , has a n impressive CV, 

c l a im ing to have d i s cove red p e n i ­
c i l l in , a n d a l ready has a C o l l e g e 
bu i ld ing n a m e d after h im . Wor ry ing 
app l i ca t i on fo rm states will only take 
up the job if his lab techn ic i an c a n 
c o m e with h im to d o al l the work , so 
F l em ing c a n take the credit. 

Michael Portillo 
Or ig ina l l y thought to be more 

interested in A l a n C l a r k ' s seat, Por­
tillo s tepped out as a surprise c a n d i ­
date w h e n he heard that IC had a 
2 0 0 f t tall Q u e e n ' s Tower. 

Andy Heeps 
Former President J a b b a the Gu t t 

was last seen march ing round the 
Sherf ie ld Bu i ld ing quot ing the U n i o n 
Const i tut ion at al l w h o cross his path. 
H is C V states that he has " d o n e the 
b l o o d y job a l r e ady " . N o t f avoured by 
C o l l e g e Admin is t ra t ion as cater ing 
budge t l imited. I CU ' s o w n M a r g a r e t 
Thatcher (he just won' t piss off a n d 

a n n o y s o m e b o d y else), suffers f rom 
de lus ions o f g randeur , a n d wil l p r o b ­
ab ly resign at the first s ign of t rouble. 

A n a k i n Skywalker 
Born a l ong t ime a g o , in a galaxy 

far, far away, this c and ida t e has a 
forceful app l i c a t i on f o r m , but worry­
ing early s igns of a respiratory p rob ­
l em may be off-putting. N o t thought 
to be the Senate 's first cho i ce - yet. 
Stated intention to rebui ld Imperial 
forces a n d br ing us A N e w H o p e . 
C a n prov ide o w n b lack robes for 
G r a d u a t i o n C e r e m o n i e s . 

B reakpoint , however, has d e c i d e d to 
back the da rk horse c and ida t e , a M r 
M A l - Fayed f r o m K n i g h t s b r i d g e , 
because he is without doub t the best 
m a n fo r the job . M u s t d a s h now, 
have to g o a n d spend the contents of 
my b rown enve lope at Har rods , a 
truly r e m a r k a b l e Brit ish s h o p p i n g 
exper ience . 

mailto:mishmash@ic.ac.uk
http://come.to/mishmash
mailto:mishmash@ic.ac.uk


C I T ^ T & G U I L D S C O L L E G E U N I O N 

THE C&G FRESHERS DINNER 
AeroSoc - BAMS - ChemEngSoc - CivSoc - DoCSoc - EESoc - Management - MechSoc 

A t l a n t i s 
THOSE WHO MISS IT ALWAYS REGRET IT 

An amazing aquatic experience with a superb three course meal followed by 
a fantastic Carnival of dance, casino, games, late bar and cinema featuring The Matrix 

Friday 19th November 
Reception: 7pm for 7:30pm - Dress: Smart Stiit 

Location: Sherfield - Bar: 7pm to lam 

Freshers £15 - Continuing Students £17 - tickets available now in Waterstones & CCS Shop - ticket deadline: Tue 16th Nov 
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Feedback 
EXCELLENCE EXPLANAT ION 

D e a r Fe l i x , 

In r e s p o n s e t o the let ter wr i t ­
t en by 1 3 f o u r t h y e a r I C S M s t u ­
d e n t s t o t h e R e c t o r ( d a t e d 4 
O c t o b e r bu t p u b l i s h e d o n 2 5 
O c t o b e r 1 9 9 9 ) , I a m k e e n to set 
the r e c o r d s t r a i gh t . A s the a r t i c l e 
in I C S M B u l l e t i n m a d e c l ea r , t he 
R e c t o r ' s A w a r d f o r E x c e l l e n c e w a s 
a w a r d e d to " a v i d e o p r o d u c t i o n 
e n t i t l e d T r a i n i n g T o m o r r o w ' s 
D o c t o r s " no t the AV IT s y s t e m . 
Th i s v i d e o w a s u s e d at a n e v e n t 
h e l d in the S i r A l e x a n d e r F l e m i n g 
B u i l d i n g in M a r c h at w h i c h m a n y 
I C S M s tuden t s w e r e p r e s e n t . 

T h e w i d e l y p u b l i c i s e d t i m e 
s c a l e s w h i c h a r e r e f e r r ed to in the 
le t ter w e r e set o u t in the Pos i t i on 
S t a t e m e n t a b o u t the AV IT S y s t e m 
w h i c h I i s s u e d o n 2 9 J u n e 1 9 9 9 ; 
th is c l e a r l y s ta tes tha t i n te rac t i v i t y 
w i l l b e a c h i e v e d " o n / b y 6 O c t o ­
b e r 1 9 9 9 " . 

T h e p o s i t i o n n o w is tha t the 
sys tem is fu l l y o p e r a t i o n a l a n d 
i n t e r a c t i v e . T h e r e r e m a i n s a n u m ­
b e r o f c o m m i s s i o n i n g d e t a i l s t o 
be c o m p l e t e d ( b a l a n c i n g of l ines 
etc) bu t in e s s e n c e the sy s t em is 
f i n i s h e d . 

A t a l e c tu r e a w e e k o r so a g o , 
a q u i c k b r i e f i n g w a s g i v e n by the 
i n s t a l l a t i o n t e c h n i c i a n s t o i n d i ­
c a t e h o w to use the s y s t e m ; tha t 
w a s c l e a r l y no t su f f i c i en t - n e i t h e r 
t h e s t u d e n t s n o r the l e c t u r e r s 
w e r e a b l e t o use s u c h a c o m p l e x 
s y s t e m w i t h o u t m u c h m o r e t h o r ­
o u g h t r a i n i n g a n d b r i e f i n g . 
T h e r e f o r e r a the r t h a n use the sys­
t e m s t r a i gh t a w a y w i th the d a n g e r 
o f t e a c h e r s b e i n g u n a w a r e of its 
f u n c t i o n a l i t y a n d c a p a b i l i t y a n d 
a l s o t h e d a n g e r o f s t u d e n t s 
r e j e c t i n g the sys tem o u t of h a n d 
w e a r e n o w e m b a r k i n g o n a fu l l 
p r o g r a m m e of t r a i n i n g to e n s u r e 
t h a t t h e s y s t em c a n b e u s e d p r o p ­
er ly a n d to its fu l l c a p a b i l i t i e s . 
W h e n staff a r e t r a i n e d t h e n the 
sys t em wi l l b e u s e d . M e a n w h i l e it 
w i l l c o n t i n u e t o be u s e d in b r o a d ­
c a s t m o d e on ly . 

Th i s s ys tem is o n e of the m o s t 
c o m p l e x a n d s o p h i s t i c a t e d a n y ­

w h e r e . It d o e s o f c o u r s e rely o n 
s u p p o r t i n g t e c h n o l o g y (for e x a m ­
p le f o r the q u a l i t y o f d a t a t r a n s ­
m i s s i o n o v e r the l ines s u p p l i e d by 
t h e t e l e c o m s c o m p a n i e s ) . 

I a c c e p t , as w a s m a d e c l e a r 
in J u n e , that the s i t u a t i o n has 
b e e n very p o o r i n d e e d a n d I 
r e p e a t the a p o l o g i e s t ha t h a v e 
a l r e a d y b e e n m a d e . 

J o h n G r e e n , 
I C S M S e c r e t a r y 

C O L U M N I S T S BITE B A C K 

D e a r Ed i to r , 

A l t h o u g h the c o l u m n is n o n -
c o n t r o v e r s i a l (I suspec t ) this w e e k , 
I rea l l y f ee l tha t I n e e d t o a n s w e r 
my c r i t i cs d i r e c t l y - in p a r t i c u l a r 
S i m o n B a k e r ' s letter. 

H e says tha t " i t is i m p o s s i b l e 
to d o a g o o d j o b w i t h o u t o n e ' s 
i d e n t i t y b e i n g w i d e l y k n o w n " . 
W h a t r u b b i s h . F o r t h e p a s t t h r e e 
y e a r s , t he m e d i c s h a v e r o u n d l y 
i n s u l t e d S i m o n B a k e r f o r his c o l ­
u m n , o f t en w i t h o u t r e a d i n g it f irst . 
D o e s M r . B a k e r a l s o r e a l i s e h o w 
m u c h m i s i n f o r m a t i o n w a s d e l i b e r ­
a te l y f ed t o h i m d u r i n g his y ea r s 
at FELIX, s i m p l y b e c a u s e p e o p l e 
k n e w w h o he w a s , p a r t i c u l a r l y 
f r o m the U n i o n ? D i d th is m a k e 
his c o l u m n be t t e r ? 

S e c o n d l y , M r . B a k e r f a i l e d : it 
IS e x t r e m e l y p a t r o n i s i n g to s u g ­
g e s t tha t w e s h o u l d not a t t a c k 
I C U . Last t i m e I c h e c k e d , FELIX 
h a d no t b e e n r e n a m e d P R A V D A , 
a n d f ree o p i n i o n s w e r e sti l l w e l ­
c o m e . B r e a k P o i n t w i l l no t s u c k u p 
to the P r e s i d e n t o r a n y o t h e r 
u n i o n o f f i c e r (in the w a y M r . 
B a k e r w a s k n o w n to) t o h e l p 
c o v e r up the i r m i s g u i d e d i n t e n ­
t i o n s . T i m T r a i l o r , a d m i r a b l y , 
p r o v e d tha t this is no t n e c e s s a r y 
a s w e f i n a l l y g o t s o m e e x p l a n a ­
t i o n of his u n i o n p o l i c y in a very 
i m p o r t a n t " f i e l d " . 

M r . B a k e r g o e s o n to s u g g e s t 
tha t I tu rn my m a n y g u n s o n the 
S h e r f i e l d B u i l d i n g , a n d i t 's B o r g -
l ike o c c u p a n t s . S a d l y f o r m e , I d o 
not h a v e a p a t h o l o g i c a l d e s i r e t o 

k n o w the c o s t o f eve r y n e w s i gn 
a n d t r ee tha t a p p e a r s o n the 
c a m p u s , a n d it is my o p i n i o n that 
his m a n y s t u d e n t c o l l e a g u e s d o 
not e i ther . 

K e e p t a l k i n g , 
B r e a k p o i n t 

C O N V E R T C A U T I O U S L Y 

D e a r Fe l i x , 

F o l l o w i n g t h e e d i t o r i a l in 
i s s u e l 1 5 5 e x t o l l i n g the v i r tues o f 
C a s h C o n v e r t e r s , c a n I just p o i n t 
o u t t ha t a s u r p r i s i n g n u m b e r o f 
t h e b a r g a i n C D s a n d v i d e o s o n 
s a l e t h e r e a r e a c t u a l l y n i c k e d 
( p e r h a p s I s h o u l d pu t a l l e g e d l y in 
t h e r e just in c a s e a n y o n e d e c i d e s 
to sue f o r l i be l ) . 

T h e s o u r c e o f th is i n f o r m a t i o n 
is a n o l d f r i e n d o f m i n e w h o 
w o r k e d a t the K i n g s H e a t h b r a n c h 
in B i r m i n g h a m f o r a y e a r a f te r 
g r a d u a t i n g . H e te l ls m e it w a s 
very c o m m o n f o r d o d g y l o o k i n g 
b l o k e s t o c o m e in w i th h u n d r e d s 
o f C D s w h i c h they c l a i m e d w e r e 
t he i r s a n d t h e y n e e d e d t o s e l l , 
u s u a l l y f o r s o m e t h i n g r i d i c u l o u s 
l ike S T L G 2 e a c h . 

N o w e v e r y o n e in the s h o p 
w a s c o n v i n c e d t h a t t hey w e r e 
a c t u a l l y s t o l e n , bu t u n l e s s the 
p e r s o n w a n t i n g t o se l l t h e m a c t u ­
a l l y says ' t h e s e a r e n i c k e d ' , t hen 
at l eas t l e g a l l y t h e s h o p is in the 
c l e a r b e c a u s e they a r e no t k n o w ­
i ng l y h a n d l i n g s t o l e n g o o d s . The 
m o r a l i t y o f t h e o p e r a t i o n is r a the r 
m o r e q u e s t i o n a b l e , a n d in f a c t 
my f r i e n d f i n a l l y r e s i g n e d a f te r a 
f r i e n d o f his c a m e i n t o the s h o p 
to f i n d a T V o n s a l e w h i c h h a d 
b e e n s t o l e n f r o m his g i r l f r i e n d ' s 
f l a t the w e e k b e f o r e . 

I just t h o u g h t I w o u l d po i n t 
th is o u t , b e c a u s e p e r s o n a l l y I 
w o u l d f e e l b a d a b o u t b u y i n g 
s o m e o n e e l s e ' s s t o l e n C D c o l l e c ­
t i o n , b e c a u s e I k n o w h o w l o n g it 
w o u l d t a k e t o r e p l a c e m y o w n if it 
w e r e s t o l e n . 

R e g a r d s , 
R o b L e a h 

The deadline for letters intended for publication is Wednesday 12 noon - drop into the porta­
cabins or email felix@ic.ac.uk. Letters may be edited for length but not grammar or spelling. 

http://www.su.ic.ac.uk/Felix
mailto:felix@ic.ac.uk
mailto:felix@ic.ac.uk
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editor/aL 
D E M O C R A C Y IN A C T I O N 

T h o s e of y o u l i v i n g S o u t h of 
C r o m w e l l R o a d a n d N o r t h o f the 
r iver w i l l s o o n b e g i v e n t h e 
o p p o r t u n i t y t o r e t u r n M i c h a e l 
Por t i l lo to p a r l i a m e n t . T h e r e willy 
of c o u r s e , b e o t h e r c a n d i d a t e s , 
but s a d l y n o - o n e h a s a c l u e (or 
i n d e e d a ca re ) w h o they a r e . 
A n y h o w , g i v e n tha t s o m e o n e a s 
u n p o p u l a r a s A l a n C l a r k m a n ­
a g e d to s e c u r e a m a j o r i t y of 
1 0 0 0 0 o n a d a y w h e n L a b o u r 
was s t o r m i n g to m a s s i v e m a j o r i ­
ties n a t i o n w i d e , the c h a n c e s o f 
" tha t n i c e M r P o r t a l o o " (as N e i l 
K i n n o c k o n c e t e r m e d h i m ) 
s c r e w i n g th is o n e u p a r e r i d i c u ­
l o u s l y s m a l l . C o n s e q u e n t l y , 
y o u ' r e a l l b e i n g o f f e r e d a 
c h a n c e t o s e e d e m o c r a c y in 
a c t i o n a s a m a n w h o o n c e a p o l ­
o g i s e d f o r b e i n g h a l f - S p a n i s h 
a n d is w i d e l y r e g a r d e d a s o n e o f 
the m o s t h y p o c r i t i c a l a n d h o m o ­
p h o b i c p u b l i c f i g u r e s a r o u n d 
( s t range rea l ly ) is r e t u r n e d as 
y o u r r e p r e s e n t a t i v e t o t h e g o v ­
e r n m e n t . A s T o n y t h e T i g e r 
w o u l d say, G r r r r r e a t . 

S O M U C H T O SAY, S O 
F E W W O R D S T O S A Y IT 

R ight , n o w ; I've g o t the o b l i g a t o ­
ry r an t o u t o f the w a y I'll b e g e t ­
t i n g b a c k to m o r e i m p o r t a n t 
i s sues . First ly, t h a n k s to A n o n y ­
m o u s Chris f o r f i l l i n g in f o r m e 
o n the e d i t o r i a l f r on t las t w e e k -
I'm a f r a i d I w a s o t h e r w i s e i n d i s ­
p o s e d . Th i s w e e k , h o w e v e r , I 
rea l l y c a n ' t d e c i d e w h a t t o wr i t e 
a b o u t , I c o u l d r an t a t l e n g t h 
a b o u t p o l i t i c s o r the f o r t h c o m i n g 
e l e c t i o n s ( go K e n g o ) , bu t I d o n ' t 
th ink y o u ' d b e i n t e r e s t e d . I c o u l d 
tel l y o u a b o u t this a m a z i n g g i r l i 

k n o w , b u t I d o n ' t t h i n k t h a t 
w o u l d b e w i s e . I c o u l d e v e n 
e s p o u s e o n a v a r i e t y of t o p i c s 
s u r r o u n d i n g the w o r l d of p u b ­
l i s h i n g a n d n e w s d i s s e m i n a t i o n , 
b u t I s u s p e c t y o u ' d f a l l a s l e e p a t 
the v i t a l m o m e n t in y o u r l e c t u r e . 

C o n s e q u e n t l y , I 'm g o i n g t o 
a b a n d o n a l l t h e s e sub j e c t s a n d 
i n s t e a d I'm g o i n g to t a l k a b o u t 
j o b h u n t i n g . 

It n e v e r c e a s e s t o d i s a p p o i n t 
m e w h e n I s e e w h a t t y p i c a l 
I m p e r i a l g r a d u a t e s c h o o s e to d o 
w i t h t h e rest o f t h e i r l i v e s . 
B a c k e d w i th d e g r e e s f r o m o n e o f 
the bes t i n s t i t u t i ons i n . t he w o r l d , 
d o e s y o u r a v e r a g e IC s t u d e n t 
d e c i d e t o p u t t h e i r t a l en t s t o 
g o o d u s e , d e v e l o p i n g t e c h ­
n i q u e s , t e c h n o l o g y o r t h e o r i e s 
f o r t h e b e t t e r m e n t o f m a n k i n d ? 
O r d o they h e a d s t r a i gh t f o r t h e 
h i g h e s t s t a r t i ng s a l a r y a n d c o m ­
m i t the rest o f t h e i r l i ves t o t h e , 
a h e m , e x c i t i n g w o r l d of c o n s u l ­
t a n c y / a c c o u n t a n c y / m a n a g e ­
m e n t ? N o w , as I've s a i d b e f o r e I 
d o h a v e a t e n d e n c y t o b e a l i t t le 
i d e a l i s t i c , bu t n o n e t h e l e s s t h e r e 
a r e d a y s w h e n I a l m o s t th ink tha t 
t h e C o l l e g e s h o u l d s ta r t t o 
t i m e t a b l e m a n d a t o r y l e c t u r e s in 
m o r a l i t y i n to eve ry c o u r s e . 

M a y b e I'm w r o n g . M a y b e 
M a n a g e m e n t C o n s u l t a n c y r e a l l y 
is a b o u t h e l p i n g to m a k e the 
be t t e r p l a c e a f t e r a l l . M a y b e it 's 
u n f a i r t o e x p e c t the b r i g h t e s t 
p e o p l e in the w o r l d t o t a k e a 
l a r g e r s h a r e in s h a p i n g t h e 
fu tu re of t h e p l a n e t . M a y b e I'm 
just s c a r e d by the c o n c e p t o f 
c o m m i t t i n g to a j o b a n d t h e n 
a l l o w i n g tha t t o m a p o u t the next 
fo r ty y e a r s o f m y l i f e . W h a t d o 
y o u think?::; ; : . 

A B I G T H A N K Y O U 

E a r l i e r t o d a y 1 s u d d e n l y r e a l i s e d 
tha t I h a v e n ' t t h a n k e d the t e a m 
b e h i n d fe l ix n e a r l y e n o u g h f o r 
the i r a s s i s t a n c e so f a r this year . 
C o n s e q u e n t l y , I'd l ike to f i n i sh 
off by s a y i n g a b i g t h a n k y o u to 
e v e r y o n e o n the e d i t o r i a l t e a m , 
a n d in p a r t i c u l a r t o J a m e s a n d 
G a r e t h . W i t h o u t t h e m , F e l i x 
w o u l d n ' t h a p p e n a n d I'd b e 
s e e k i n g c o u n s e l l i n g . T h a n k s . 

Dave 

All complaints should be addressed to the Editor. If no satisfactory 
reply is received, contact ICU Exec via the Union President 

Feel strongly about: 
Student Rights as Consumers? 

Student Debt? 

NATIONAL DEMO 
25th November 1999 

From U L U to Kennington Park 

If you have a disability making it difficult to get 
to U L U and back from Kennington Park, contact 

Kevin ( D P ( E & W ) ) on x.58064 or 
dpew@ic.ac.uk to arrange a place on the 

minibus. 

Event organised by NUS and U L U 

§.!?: THE BUSINESS SOC 
Imperial College, London - • » " " " * ' " " nrwwM.ic.acuk/si$ 

TIME MANAGEMENT 
BUSINESS TRAINING 

WITH 

ANDERSEN 
CONSULTING 

WITH FREE BUFFET 
Register for Event Updates at www.su.ic.ac.uk/sis 

Tuesday 9th November, 
Elec. Eng Building Lecture Theatre 408 

Max. 40 People - please register your place by email with andre.parrie@ic.ac.uk 

AH events are open to members of the Business Society only. Membership is £1 per academic year. 
You can sign up at the beginning of any SIS event 

mailto:dpew@ic.ac.uk
http://www.su.ic.ac.uk/sis
mailto:andre.parrie@ic.ac.uk
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Welcome to the reviews 

* m 

frequency Westlife 
Beth Orion 
Fetish 

method A 
Corpus Christi 
Boetti 
Babel 

books reMix 
Cool Classics 
The Alchemist 

react © Shadow Company 
Rogue Spear 
Mission: Impossible 

screen l_J 
Ride with the Devil 
East is East 
Competition 
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frequency > A 

H e l l o a g a i n . Today I'd l ike 
to start o f f by t h a n k i n g 
e ve r yone fo r the t r e m e n d o u s 
r e s p o n s e w e g o t t o las t 
w e e k ' s D e a t h in V e g a s c o m ­
pe t i t i on . O n e lucky r e a d e r 
got lucky a n d D a v i d Lewis 
got a bri l l iant night out with 
nine fr iends courtesy of Felix, 
C a r l i n g a n d D e a t h in V e g a s . 
This week we ' ve go t a Beth 
O r t o n compe t i t i on with s o m e 
lovely prizes i n c l ud ing s o m e 
s igned C D s . If you wan t to 
get lucky you ' ve go t to enter. 
So d o so n o w (see p a g e 21 
for detai ls) . 

... frequency... 
... james rants... 

A s f o r the rest of my rant , I'd 
l ike to p ick up o n letter o n 
the l a ck of d r u g s a r t i c les in 
Felix that a p p e a r e d o n these 
h a l l o w e d p a g e s last w e e k . 
W e a l l k n o w that Ed ' s d o p e 
o b s e s s i o n p r o v e d to b e 
quite a f ea tu re last y e a r a n d 
I s u p p o s e we wi l l a l l m iss his 
v iews. Anyway , d r u g s h a v e 
a lways b e e n a n i m p o r t a n t 
i n g r e d i e n t in m u s i c a n d 
c lubs a n d I th ink that it 's 
a b o u t t ime we r an s o m e 
art ic les wi th in the p a g e s of 
f r e q u e n c y . A n y a r t i c l e s , 
v i e w s , rants w o u l d b e 
a p p r e c i a t e d a n d if y o u s e n d 
m e any stuff, a n o n y m n i t y is 
a s s u r e d . I k n o w that the re 
a re m o r e t h a n just a few of 
us a r o u n d c a m p u s w h o a r e 
qu i te d i f fe rent at w e e k e n d s 
to the way w e a re d u r i n g the 
week . M a k e it l a r g e l 

Westtife 
Westiife 
(RCA) 
N o w , there are many reasons to disl ike Westi i fe: they descr ibe themselves as 
a 'Boy B a n d ' (a col lect ive noun more abhor red than the Tory Party), they don't 
write their own mus ic , they can't play instruments a n d they wea r those m a t c h ­
ing puffer waistcoat things. 

O f course , they've been hugely successful (another thing we hate in this 
country), hav ing recently pe rched quite happi ly at the top of the charts with 
their third n u m b e r one single Flying Without Wings. A n d this their self-titled 
debut a l b u m wi l l , n o doubt , take up res idence at the s ame spot in the a l b u m 
chart, as they relentlessly recruit the nation's youth into their fan base. 

These five Irish b lokes d o have a n advan tage over their ' Smash Hits ' peers, 
however,, i nasmuch as they have been favourab ly touched by the h a n d of 
Saint R o n a n . A n d if you're g o i n g to be m a n a g e d by anyone then how abou t , 
u m , o h yes, the l ead s inger of the b a n d w h o practical ly wrote the Boy B a n d 
H a n d b o o k . Pretty g o o d start really, and it does avo id al l those usual t ab lo id 
h e a d a c h e s of headl ines sc reaming abou t infighting a n d the despot i c m a n ­
a g e m e n t versus a bunch of naive young s camps . They're Irish. They're al l 
nice guys. 

O k , so it's easy to be cynical but I'm afra id I actual ly quite enjoyed Westiife. 
Obv ious l y , they're not b reak ing any mus ica l frontiers but then are we expect ­
ing them to? It begins with the debut a n d n u m b e r one single Swear It Again. 
This is a cute ba l l ad that will have you t app ing your foot by the end no ma t ­
ter h o w hard you resist. 

Wi th seventeen tracks a n d over a n hou r of mus ic they are be ing ambi t ious -
even the most devoted will be wan ing by the e n d . There's a b a d cho i ce of 
cove r vers ion half way through in the form of the ultra naff Seasons in the 
Sun (why?) a n d Extreme's More than Words. I'd be hard pushed to predict 
ano the r n u m b e r one but I w o u l d guess it w o u l d be f rom amongs t the first 
half, possibly M o m e n t s wh ich stands out f rom s o m e of the other more 
m e d i o c r e tracks. 

This is not a bril l iant a l b u m and what they d o is not o r ig ina l , but at least they 
are d o i n g it better than most. I need only to direct you to track two - a l so a 
n u m b e r one - If I Let You Go. This s o n g is fantastic. O k a y , lyrically it's not 
C h a u c e r but it has one of the most infectiously s i nga long choruses s ince / 
Will Survive. This is true s ing your heart out in front of the mirror, c lassic p o p . 
It's fun . A n d what is p o p mus ic for if not for that? 

Rachael 

• • 

Ian Brown 
Golden Greats 
(Parlophone) 
The years s ince the a c r i m o n i o u s and 
undign i f ied co l l apse of the Stone Roses 
have seen the fo rmer b a n d membe r s try 
a n d fail to recreate past g lor ies . John 
Squire gave us the cyn i ca l , market-led dis­
aster that was the Seahorses . G a r y 'Mani ' 
Moun t f i e ld fell o n his feet a n d jo ined Pri­
ma l S c r e a m . Ian Brown's first a l b u m , 
Unfinished Monkey Business was a pas ­
t iche of only half rea l ised ideas and 
unused Roses outtakes, d o m i n a t e d by his 
bitterness towards Squ i re , a n d particularly 
the guitarist's c o c a i n e use. 

In this context Golden Greats comes 
across as a sma l l , but not insignif icant, tri­
u m p h . The inausp i c ious o p e n e r Get t ing 
H i g h is c o m p o u n d e d by the d iabo l i ca l 
electro-funk of current s ingle Love Like A 
Fountain. H o w e v e r f rom here o n in the 
M o n k e y K ing f inds his rhythm. 'Jingle jan ­
g le , here's the jailer' snarls B rown on Free 
My Way, as H e r Majesty's pr ison sen/ice 
feels the full force of his bi le. Somewhat 
unsurpris ingly, g iven ou r hero's recent 
de ta inment fo l l ow ing a n a i r rage incident, 
f r e e d o m is a recurrent lyrical theme. 
A l b u m highl ight So Many Soldiers' master­
fully weaves a deso la te , a b s o r b i n g path. 

Late in the day things start to get strange 
with Dolphins Were Monkeys emerg ing 
f rom portentous or ig ins to reveal one of 
the a l b u m s rare tunes. Finally we c o m e to 
the stunning S a b a s o n i c o s , the l angu id and 
fragi le result of a co l l abo ra t i on between 
Ian a n d s o m e South A m e r i c a n chums . A 
fitting f inale to a record wh ich is intermit­
tently wonde r fu l , but s e l d o m less than 
interesting a n d intense. 

The Masked Bandit 
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Gilles Peterson 
INCredible Sound of 
(INCredible) 
In a series that has prev ious ly f e a ­
tured the likes of Trevor N e l s o n a n d 
Jo Whi ley , the Incredible Sound of 
Cities Peterson is the first of these 
compi l a t ions that really deserves 
the Incredible b a d g e . W h i l e M r 
Peterson may c o m e f r om the s a m e 
Radio 1 stable as M r N e l s o n a n d 
M s Whi ley, he is the only o n e of the 
three whose s o u n d has not been 
di luted by the exper ience of wo rk ­
ing o n the b iggest r ad i o stat ion 
a round 

The opera t ing level of G i l l e s Peter­
son is therefore qui te different to his 
co l l eagues . W i th m o r e in f luences in 
his s o u n d than there are b o o k s in 
the library, his s o u n d is m a t c h e d by 
no other. Indeed this c o m p i l a t i o n 
provides the buyer with a n item that 
is quite a rarity, as the a l b u m c a p ­
tures the best of both G i l l e s Peter­
son's r ad io a n d c lub DJ sets. There's 
all the funk, v ibe a n d ec lec t i c i sm 
that you c o u l d i m a g i n e as the tunes 
range f rom all-time c lass ics to just-
off-the-press fresh f lavas . 

G i l e s Peterson is thus m a n a g i n g to 
mainta in his s o u n d a n d cul ture in a 
minef ie ld of b l andness that br ings 
so m a n y d o w n . W h i l e the s o u n d of 
his rad io-and- labe l mates b e c o m e s 
more a n d m o r e m a i n s t r e a m every 
week , the s o u n d of G i l e s Peterson 
g o e s f r om strength to strength. Put 
simply, the s o u n d of G i l e s Peterson 
c an be s u m m e d up in o n e w o r d -
incred ib le . 

James 

Barry White 
Staying Power 
(BMG) 
This a l b u m is the greatest p iece of 
shite ever to be p layed on my stereo. 
I d o n ' t even know why we bother 
reviewing it. Barry Whi te had his 
moment . At s o m e point o r other he 
w a s in s o m e way at least a little bit 
c o o l . Yes, he does have the most 
increcibly d e e p and sensuous vo i ce , 
the vo ice of sex. O n this a l b u m 
t h o u g h , he just sounds o ld a n d per ­
ve r ted . H e a r i n g h i m say "baby" 
makes m e think of a p a e d o p h i l e try­
ing to get his way with a ch i ld . D i s ­
gust ing. 

The mus ic is so incredibly minimal is-
tic you hardly notice it. The lyrics are 
so di luted they m a k e n o o d l e s o u p 
s o u n d poet ic . 

The a l b u m never takes off, it just 
f lows, forever churn ing out m o n o t o ­
nous synthesised keyboard cack , o n 
top of which Barry Whi te rambles o n 
a b o u t getting up , lay ing d o w n , a n d 
al l the o the r perver ted activit ies 
g o i n g o n in his o ld-man h e a d . 

D o n ' t bother with this, even if it 
c o m e s free th rough your letterbox. 

D i sa 
• •••• 
James & Ben say: 
Sorry D i s a , we can' t agree . After lis­
tening to M r Whi te 's latest offering 
extensively in the office w e ' d give it at 
least a three. O k a y it's cheese , but 
it's perfect for b a c k g r o u n d music 
whi le we work. But w h o are we to 
c o m m e n t ? 

Oobermann 
The Magic Treehouse 
(Independiente) 
S i n c e I'd o n l y h e a r d the n a m e o n 
the r a d i o b e f o r e r e v i e w i n g th i s , I 
w a s h a l f - e x p e c t i n g s o m e k i n d of 
T e u t o n i c c o l l e c t i v e (as in " u b e r 
a l l e s . . . " ) p r e p a r i n g to u n l e a s h 
e l e c t r o - E u r o - p a p o n the w o r l d . I 
w a s t h e r f o r e p l e a s a n t l y s u r p r i s e d 
to d i s c o v e r tha t O o b e r m a n a r e 
in f a c t a) a d o p t e d S c o u s e , a n d b) 
t a l e n t e d , d e b a t a b l e n a m e a s i d e . 

S o - L i v e r p o o l as the c o n t i n u i n g 
s p i r i t u a l h o m e o f c a t chy , i n n o v a ­
t ive p o p r e c o r d s ? W e l l , p r o b a b l y . 
T h e a l b u m is a little s l o w to start , 
w i t h s u p p o s e d l y c h a r t - f r i e n d l y 
p r e v i o u s s i n g l e s Million Suns a n d 
Blossoms Falling b e i n g n o t h i n g 
m u c h to s h o u t a b o u t , but b e y o n d 
t h e s e t h e s t a n d a r d is h i g h . 
The re ' s a lot h a p p e n i n g o n this 
a l b u m - a he l l o f a lot . F r o m up-
for-it m e n t a l n e s s (Bees , Sugar 
B u m ) , to b r i e f bu t e n g a g i n g 
m u s i c a l m u s i n g s (My Baby's Too 
Tall & Thin), to h a u n t i n g mu l t i l a y-
e r e d s y m p h o n i c b e a u t y a n d 
s p l e n d o u r (Roll Me In Cotton, 
Shorley Wall). A l l l a c e d wi th wi t , 
e m o t i o n a n d p s y c h e d e l i a , s u g ­
g e s t i n g tha t the b a n d h a d a 
r a the r g o o d t ime r e c o r d i n g this 
r e c o r d . 

It m a y be s a i d tha t the o d d t r a c k 
b e c o m e s m o r e l ike b a c k g r o u n d 
m u s i c , but f r o m these first a l b u m 
b e g i n n i n g s , O o b e r m a n s h o u l d 
g o far. M a y b e e v e n u b e r a l l e s ? 

Matt 

JoeStrummer 
Rock Art and 

the X-Ray style 
(Mercury) 
For those whose rock histories only 
g o back as far as when Take That 
split, Joe S t rummer was f rontman for 
The C l a s h . London Calling, Rock 
The C a s b a h a n d I Fought The Law 
were chief a m o n g a success ion of 
c l ass i c t racks star t ing f r o m the 
Q u e e n ' s Silver Jubi lee year. This is 
only his s e c o n d so lo effort in the thir­
teen years s ince The C l a s h d i s b a n d ­
ed . 

The a l b u m is genera l ly mel low, with 
r eggae style gui tar a n d a wor ld 
mus ic feel to several of the tracks 
such as Sandpaper Blues with its 
Af r i can chant ing . Strummer's vo ice 
w o u l d at t imes still have difficulty giv­
ing B o b Dy lan a run for his money 
on tracks like The R o a d to Rock 'n' 
Roll a n d Yalla Yalta. So don't be put 
off s ing ing a l o n g . Nitcomb is a la id-
back jam a b o u t the minut iae of city 
life, op t im ism tempered with res igna ­
t ion: 'Love buys a six pack a n d gives 
it to the bums ' . H e started f rom the 
Westway, so Willesden to Crickle-
wood, fhe m e l o d i o u s final track, 
may be a c o m i n g h o m e song . N o 
soc ia l c l imb ing d o n e there then. 

A n hones t , a n d o f ten upl i f t ing 
a l b u m . It deserves to get s o m e air-
t ime even o n A O R stations. Less c o n ­
frontat ional than The C l a s h were , 
fans will still want to buy it. If you 
weren't into The C l a s h (or were too 
young then), it's worth a punt now. 

Ian 
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Gouryella 
Walhalla 
(Code Blue) 

Tunes f r o m this lot m a y 
err t o w a r d s the c h e e s e y 
e n d of the d a n c e mus i c 
s p e c t r u m , but it's easy 
to f o r g i v e w h e n y o u 
c o n s i d e r the way they 
m a k e y o u w a n t to 
d a n c e . The re ' s s o m e 
m a s t e r f u l m i x e s f r o m 
A r m i n V a n Bur ren a n d 
H y b r i d o n b o a r d a n d it's 
a p a c k a g e that p l e a se s 

Basement Jaxx 
Jump and Shout 
(XL Recordings) 

B a s e m e n t Jaxx s e e m to have a way 
with bea ts . J u m p a n d Shou t k icks in 
with a style that a l m o s t s o u n d s l ike a 
b a d DJ c r a s h i n g rhythms, but l ike 
the i r o the r tunes a few m o r e l istens 
are e n o u g h to w in you over. The lyr i ­
ca l de l i very c o m e s f r o m a n A f r i c a n 
t r i b e s m a n , a n d a l l in a l l this is B a s e ­
ment Jaxx c l ass i c . Don ' t be su rp r i sed 
if these l ads fea tu re h igh ly in Felix's 
e n d of yea r char ts . 

• 

Blur 
No Distance Left to Run 
(Food) 

B l u r ' s n e w e r s o n g s h a v e m o v e d 
a w a y f r o m s i n g i n g a b o u t a f i c t i o n a l 
c h a r a c t e r in the th i rd p e r s o n a n d 
t a k e n o n a m u c h m o r e a u t o b i o ­
g r a p h i c a l m o o d . N o Distance Left 
To Run is a b o u t D a m o n ' s sp l i t w i th 
ex-pa r tne r Jus t ine F r i s c h m a n n . T h e 
s o n g is p e n s i v e in m o o d , b e u t i f u l in 
t o n e ; o n e of the s a d d e s t s o n g s I 
h a v e eve r h e a r d . 

• 

Primal Scream 
Swastika Eyes 
(Creation) 

H o w the P r ima l s d o it is 
q u i t e b e y o n d m e . 
S w a s t i k a Eyes is a n o t h ­
e r a b s o l u t e l y b a r n ­
s t o r m i n g t r ack . They ' ve 
h a d a little h e l p f r o m 
the C h e m i c a l B ro the r s , 
but the w a y they turn 
o u t g o r g e o u s t r a c k s 
o n e a f t e r a n o t h e r is just 
i m m e n s e . T h i s is a 
k i l l e r a n d wi th this the 
boys a r e l a y i n g d o w n 
s o m e l u c i o u s f o u n d a ­
t i o n s f o r t h e i r next 
a l b u m . 

Another Level 
Bomb Diggy 
(Arista) 

A p p a r e n t l y the " theme 
tune f r o m the T4 p r o ­
g r a m m e N o r t h H o l l y ­
w o o d H i g h " w h i c h the 
c o v e r - m o u n t e d s t i cker 
he lpfu l ly in fo rms us c a n 
be seen S u n d a y s o n 
C h a n n e l 4 . The b o y 
b a n d with R 'n' B pe r ­
s u a s i o n s p r o v i d e us 
with a n o t h e r silky sou l 
tune . The title is r h y m e d 
with a lot of silly p h r a s ­
es s u c h as " g o o d y 
g o o d y " a n d " c h o c o l a t e 
p u d d y " . Th is s o n g is 
neither. 

Supergrass 
Mary 
(Pariophone) 

S u p e r g r a s s a l b u m s k e e p get t ing bet ­
ter a n d better yet conve r se l y the i r 
sa les get l o w e r a n d lower. This is 
o n e of the i r cur rent a l b u m ' s w e a k e r 
t racks but offers a cont ras t to p r e v i ­
ous r e l eases , the b r e a t h t a k i n g Mov­
ing a n d the fun but hard ly i nnova t i ve 
Pumping On Your Stereo. M a r y 
(where G a z s ings a b o u t s h o c k i n g his 
e p o n y m o u s g i r l f r iend) still re ta ins 
e n o u g h qu i rky b r i l l i ance a n d c h a r m 
to s o o n b e c o m e in fec t ious . 

Dina Carroll 
Say You Love Me 
(Mercury) 

S l i gh t l y m o r e r e g u l a r t h a n the 
O l y m p i c s , D i n a C a r r o l l turns up 
every three years - but e a c h t ime 
with on ly o n e d e c e n t s o n g . In 1 9 9 0 
it was a c o v e r of It's Too Late with 
Q u a r t z . In 1 9 9 3 it w a s the w o n d e r ­
fu l Don ' t Be A S t r ange r . 1 9 9 6 
b r o u g h t he r a N o . 3 s ing le with 
E s c a p i n g . A n d this yea r it w a s that 
s o n g out a c o u p l e of m o n t h s a g o -
a n d not this o n e . 

Dillinger 
Cocaine In My Brain 
(Mercury) 

S o m e r e l axed r a p p i n g 
sk ips ove r this r a g g a 
t une , f i l led to the b r i m 
with the sort of funky 
beats usua l l y h e a r d o n 
Sly S t o n e r e c o r d s . In 
fact , the o r i g i n a l ver ­
s i on of this s o n g w a s 
a r o u n d in 1 9 7 6 . The 
c h o r u s g o e s : "A kn i fe , a 
f o rk , a bott le a n d a 
co rk - that's the way w e 
spe l l N e w York." W e l l , it 
is if you 've got c o c a i n e 
in y o u r b r a i n . 

...Singles reviews 
by Ed, Ben and 

James... 
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Beth Orton @ Shepherds Bush Empire 
.. sweet lips, sweeter songs... 

After se l l i ng ou t he r F r iday n igh t show , Beth O r t o n m a n a g e d to fill the 
Emp i r e fo r this extra n ight t o o ; p e o p l e have r e a d so m u c h a b o u t this 2 8 
year-o ld that they a r e c u r i o u s to k n o w w h a t sort of a n artist c a n get bo th 
of her a l b u m s o n the M e r c u r y pr ize short l ist a n d yet be tw ice o v e r l o o k e d 
for the a w a r d . N o n - l y r i c a l ins ights into he r cha rac t e r , however , were not 
a b u n d a n t s ince she w a s not in a very conve r s i v e m o o d . Ins tead , she let 
her s i n g i n g d o the t a l k i n g (if y o u see w h a t I mean ) a n d i m p r e s s e d the 
entire a u d i e n c e with h e r i n c r e d i b l e v o i c e . It is in a live context that s ingers 
c a n real ly p rove t h e m s e l v e s ; the m e d i o c r e c a n sp l i ce t oge the r the best s tu ­
d i o t akes o n r e c o r d , but there is n o r o o m fo r e r ro r o n s t age . O r t o n just i ­
f ied her e n v i a b l e r epu t a t i on d u r i n g her 1 V2 h o u r set last Sa turday , w h i c h 
i n c l u d e d a new, a p p a r e n t l y unt i t led s o n g ( a l t hough I'd h a z a r d a guess at 
So Long) a n d a c o v e r v e r s i on of The Ronette's / Wish I Never Saw The Sun­
shine. 

For mos t of that t ime she r e m a i n e d u n s p e c t a c u l a r l y r o o t e d to the cent re 
of a s i z eab l e s t age in a d a p p l e d , p u r e whi te spot l igh t . She was j o i n e d by 
a n 8-p iece b a n d ( i n c l ud ing a m a n d o l i n p l a ye r a n d str ing sect ion) w h o 
f i l led ou t the s o u n d ef fect ive ly a n d pe rm i t t ed her to d i t ch the gu i t a r fo r a 
few s o n g s , d u r i n g w h i c h t im e she s e e m e d to l o o s e n her u p a little. Lack 
of ene rgy a f f l i c ted the c r o w d t o o , a l t h o u g h this p r o b a b l y h a d less to d o 
with the be t te r- than-average s u p p o r t b a n d , D o v e s , t han the a g e d e m o ­
g r a p h i c of the a u d i e n c e (i.e. there we re a lot of o l d f og i e s abou t ) . 

Th ings c h a n g e d w h e n Beth r e v e a l e d that she w a s to be j o i n e d for a duet 
by o n e of the c o l l a b o r a t o r s o n he r Central Rese rva t ion a l b u m , Terry C o l ­
lier, w h o h a d h imse l f p l a y e d a c o u p l e of g igs at the E m p i r e d u r i n g O c t o ­
ber. H a l f the c r o w d w a s ecs ta t i c ; the o t h e r ha l f we re left a s k i n g the i r mates 
w h o the hel l he is. V is ib ly , Beth w a s o n e of those exc i ted by his p r e s e n c e . 

They p e r f o r m e d s o m e of his s o n g s , a n d the pair 's v o i c e s w o r k e d wel l 
together . It's just a s h a m e that the last s o n g of a l o n g e n c o r e w a s spo i l t by 
m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g s b e t w e e n t h e m a n d t e c h n i c a l d i f f icu l t ies - it was a rare 
s l ip . C l e a r l y , the d a n c e a b l e beats f r o m the r e co rds were absen t in this live 
set, but this w a s n o g rea t loss , it just m e a n t that n o b o d y c o u l d h ide b e h i n d 
expens i ve p r o d u c e r s . I sha l l r e f r a in , howeve r , f r o m say ing that w e were 
t rea ted to fo lk m u s i c , s i n ce 'folk' is o n e of t hose w o r d s (like 'country & 
western ' a n d 'Be lg ium' ) w h i c h just m a k e s m e turn off. Tha t w o u l d be u n r e a ­
s o n a b l e : Beth O r t o n dese r ves a g o o d l isten. 

Beth O r t o n ' s Central Reservation a l b u m is out now. To w in a c o p y 
a n d s o m e o t h e r g o o d i e s enter the c o m p e t i t i o n to the r ight 

Valmik 

Fear Factory @ Brixton Academy 
.. heavy metal rocks!... 

Say what you will abou t metal - "It's just a l o a d of o l d no i s e . . . That bloke's just 
shou t ing . . . They have silly shorts, etc" - but for sheer e m o t i o n a l impact , this 
stuff works better than any O a s i s ba l l ad o r Italian o p e r a . Tonight's incredible 
show was both d ra in ing a n d cathart ic. First up : Wi l l H a v e n . 

It starts with f eedback . The b a n d c o m e on in suits a n d prompt ly exp lode , f o l ­
l owed quickly by the moshpit . The music simply shreds the air to p ieces. The 
b a n d sway, jerk and thrash abou t , caugh t in the mae ls t rom of noise they're 
un leash ing . Wi th someth ing this intense, this p r ima l , you b e c o m e enve loped 
and suffocated by it, until there's no opt ion other than to s c ream a l o n g and 
p u m p your fist in the air. The sense of fear a n d ange r expressed onstage is ail-
too h u m a n . It ends with f eedback . Totally insp i rat iona l . 

Next: Fear Factory. For nine years, they've been hon ing their b rand of industr i ­
al metal to a brutal art. The mus ic seems so inhuman ly prec ise , what with the 
players s tabb ing out riffs like mach ines , a n d the mach ine-gun drummer . H o w ­
ever, it's prevented f rom be ing a c l in ical exercise by f ron tman Burton. H e d o e s ­
n't play guitar, so he's free to connect with the a u d i e n c e , p rov id ing that h u m a n 
link the mus ic needs. His c r o o n e d choruses a n d ral lying cries to jump higher 
and sing louder m a k e the vital di f ference. 

A n d then G a r y N u m a n c o m e s o n , a n d I'm sudden ly r em inded why Fear Fac ­
tory are ab le to fill such a large venue to b reak ing point. Their cover of C a r s ' 
is very b ig stateside. Themat ica l ly , it's the correct s o n g for them to d o , c o n ­
ce rned as it is with their favourite subjects of t e chno logy a n d mach ines , but 
tonight it just sounds like the or ig ina l p layed at twenty t imes the v o l u m e . O n e 
glitch in a n otherwise routinely excellent show. Face facts: M e t a l is great. 

Kunal 

...Competition News... 
BETH ORTON: 
W I N , W I N , W I N ! ! This week for my lovely readers I've got s o m e Beth O r t o n 
g o o d i e s inc lud ing a s igned copy of her latest a l b u m , a few m o r e uns igned 
cop ies a n d s o m e lovely posters. To win just send answers to the fo l lowing 
quest ion to fe l ix@ic .ac .uk . N i c e ! 

W h a t is the name of Beth Orton's recent album? 
BEDROCK ALBUM: 
The Bedrock compet i t ion run a few a g o was w o n by Patrick G i l f e a t h e r f r o m the 
Humani t i es S choo l so there' l l be s o m e funky tunes o n his stereo then. 
DEATH IN VEGAS: 
The lucky winner of last weeks massive g o o d i e b a g was Dav id Lewis. H e gets 
1 0 free g ig tickets, 1 0 free t-shirts a n d a crate of beer, wh i ch shou ld g u a r a n ­
tee h im and his mates a g o o d t ime. Have a g o o d o n e ! 

mailto:felix@ic.ac.uk
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Fabric Live 
@ Fabric 

Af t e r F ab r i c ' s l a u n c h w e e k ­
e n d b e i n g a r a g i n g s u c c e s s 
a l l r o u n d , t h e s e c o n d 
w e e k e n d at the v e n u e h a d 
qu i t e a n a c t to f o l l o w . W i t h 
d r u m ' n ' b a s s in t h e l o u d 
r o o m (that's p r o b a b l y the 
best w a y to d e s c r i b e it) a n d 
J a m e s L a v e l l e , the S c r a t c h 
Perverts a n d c o in the m a i n 
r o o m it w a s a l i ne u p to 
r iva l a n y o t h e r in L o n d o n 
that n i gh t . T h a n k f u l l y the 
n igh t w a s f a r f r o m a d i s a p ­
p o i n t m e n t . 

The r o o m styles pe r f e c t l y 
c o m p l i m e n t e d e a c h o t h e r 
as t h e b e a t s t h u n d e r e d 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e v e n u e . 
I n d e e d t h e v o l u m e s 
a c h i e v e d in the l o u d r o o m 
a re qu i t e p h e n o m e n a l a n d 
not f o r the s e n s i t i v e - e a r e d . 
Perfect t h o u g h f o r m e a n d 
my p a l s , w h o s e e m to 
a p p r e c i a t e h u r t i n g o u r 
e a r s . 

A n y w a y F a b r i c L ive w a s a 
b r i l l i an t n i g h t , a n d I'm su r e 
it w i l l r e m a i n a b r i l l i a n t 
n i gh t f o r h o w e v e r l o n g it 
k e e p s its r e s i dency . A s f o r 
the v e n u e , F a b r i c h a s 
a r r i v e d as o n e of the t o p 
n i g h t c l u b s in L o n d o n . It 
m a y no t h a v e the n a m e yet, 
but if n i gh t s l i ke t h e s e a 
fast g r o w i n g r e p u t a t i o n is 
a s s u r e d , a n d as the w o r d 
ge t s a r o u n d t h i n g s c a n 
o n l y ge t better . 

J Patch 

Torture Garden Halloween Event @ Mass 
.. fancy fetish fun and frolicks... 

N o t q u i t e the S k i n Two R u b b e r B a l l , but par t of the w e e k e n d ' s 
e ven t s a n d n o d o u b t m a n y of the s a m e p e o p l e w e r e t he r e last Sa t ­
u r d a y in this g r e a t v e n u e , w h i c h is a c o n v e r t e d c h u r c h . Tor ture G a r ­
d e n h o l d s l a r g e even t s in r a n d o m v e n u e s at r a n d o m i n t e r v a l s . 
W h a t they a l l h a v e in c o m m o n is a f a n t a s t i c , f r i e n d l y a t m o s p h e r e , 
t h u m p i n g h o u s e a n d t e c h n o o n the m a i n f l o o r , o u t r a g e o u s c l o t h i n g 
o n the p e o p l e , c h i l l o u t r o o m s , a n d b a s i c a l l y o n e of the best n igh t s 
o u t a r o u n d . Feas t y o u r eyes o n the p e o p l e , the v i d e o v i s u a l s , the 
p e r f o r m a n c e ar t i s ts , d a n c e a n d d r i n k . T h e d u n g e o n b o a s t s a n u m ­
b e r of p i e c e s of s c a r y l o o k i n g e q u i p m e n t w h i c h p e o p l e w e r e t i ed 
t o / o n / i n e t c . D o n ' t b e s c a r e d , b i z a r r e as it m a y s e e m , they w e r e a l l 
l a u g h i n g a n d s m i l i n g , a n d pe r f ec t l y h a p p y to b e t h e r e ! M o s t (if no t 
al l ) v e n u e s h a v e a d u n g e o n r o o m w h e r e p e o p l e c a n "p l ay " , but y o u 
d o n ' t h a v e to a n d n o o n e w i l l m a k e y o u . A l l h a v e c h a n g i n g r o o m s , 
s o y o u c a n c o m e in n o r m a l c l o t h e s a n d c h a n g e , if y o u a r e t o o 
e m b a r r a s s e d to g o o u t in y o u r r u b b e r d r e s s . D r e s s c o d e s a r e 
e n f o r c e d - y o u w i l l f ee l a w k w a r d if you ' r e no t d r e s s e d r ight . H o w ­
ever , c y b e r / p u n k / f u t u r i s t i c / r o l e p l a y ( i .e. F r e n c h m a i d / n u r s e / m i l i ­
t a r y / l i n g e r i e ) is O K t o o , a n d less e x p e n s i v e . T h e c h e a p e s t f e t i sh 
stuff is P V C , y o u c a n ge t a fu l l out f i t e . g . a d ress f o r a b o u t £ 3 0 , 
m o s t p l a c e s w i l l b a r g a i n if y o u h a v e the ne r ve t o ! 

G e t c l o t h e s / e q u i p m e n t f o r f e t i sh e ven t s f r o m " P a r a d i s o " in O l d 
C o m p t o n S t reet , " H o n o u r " o n L o w e r M a r s h n e a r W a t e r l o o S t a t i o n , 
" M u r r a y a n d V e r n " a n d " B l a c k R o s e " , b o t h in S t a b l e s M a r k e t , C a m ­
d e n , a n d a va r i e t y o f o t h e r p l a c e s . T i cke t s f o r c l u b s f r o m P a r a d i s o , 
Z e i t g e i s t o r M u r r a y a n d V e r n , u s u a l l y c o s t i n g £10-15 a n d m o s t 
c l u b s run 1 0 - 4 a m o r 1 0 - 6 a m . O K , so m a y b e you ' r e i n t e r e s t e d - o r 
just m o r b i d l y c u r i o u s - a n d w a n t to g o . W e l l , you ' v e m i s s e d the r u b ­
b e r b a l l , but m o s t w e e k e n d s t he r e a r e even ts - l o o k o u t f o r C l u b 
R u b , C l u b F l e s h , S u b m i s s i o n , a n d v a r i o u s o t h e r s . 

It is a f a b u l o u s n igh t o u t , a n d in f in i t e l y a m u s i n g to t a k e f r i e n d s a n d 
w a t c h the i r r e a c t i o n s . A s l o n g as y o u d ress r i gh t , o n c e y o u ge t t he r e 
y o u c a n b e as o u t r a g e o u s o r a s c o n s e r v a t i v e a s y o u w a n t to be - it 
c a n b e just a n o t h e r c l u b , it is f ine to just d r i n k a n d d a n c e - a n d 
m a n y p e o p l e d o just that . If y o u a r e o p e n m i n d e d e n o u g h to g i v e 
it a g o , y o u a r e g u a r a n t e e d to h a v e a g o o d t i m e , so why no t try it? 
If y o u l ike the i d e a but haven ' t g o t the n e r v e , try Fu l l Tilt at E l e c t r i c 
B a l l r o o m in C a m d e n o n a F r i day n i g h t . It's G o t h / A l t e r n a t i v e / R o c k , 
a n d y o u d o n ' t h a v e to g o qu i t e as e x t r e m e - b l a c k w i l l d o ! 

fe t i sh female 

Recommended 
Clubbing 

M o r e c l ubs that m a y t ake y o u r fancy. . . 

Thursday J 1th November 
Bedrock @ Heaven; £6 
B e d r o c k is a c l u b n i g h t g o i n g p l a c e s . Last 
m o n t h ' s n ights at H e a v e n a n d at The 
B e a c h d o w n in B r i gh ton we re out of this 
w o r l d , a n d this b a s h w o n ' t d i s a p p o i n t . 
Friday 12th November 
Undertom @ Trenz; £6 
H i g h ene rgy up l i f t ing a c i d t e c h n o t ance 
o n the t o p f l o o r with a m o r e d e e p a n d 
sp i r i tua l e x p e r i e n c e to b e h a d d o w n 
be low . This is a c l u b p r o m o t e d by two 
ex-Imper ia l p e o p l e so get there a n d s u p ­
por t . It wi l l be a g rea t n ight . 
The Weekly Sessions @ The Annexe; £8 
M i l k ' n ' 2 S u g a r s par t ies a r e a lways wor th 
a l o o k . Th is w e e k they ' ve go t M a r k Fa r i ­
n a o v e r f r o m S a n F r a n c i s o to de l i ve r the 
beats a n d cuts . 
Saturday 13rd November 
Fabric @ Fabric; £12 
Wi th a s o u n d system u n m a t c h e d any­
where in the c a p i t a l , Fab r i c boasts a night 
that others c a n on ly d r e a m of putt ing on 
Headstart @ Turnmills; £5 
D a v e C l a r k e a n d A n d y W e a t h e r a l l are 
h e a d l i n i n g H e a d s t a r t ' s two r o o m s a n d 
this s h o u l d be a g o o d o n e . To tell the 
truth H e a d s t a r t has b e e n l a g g i n g a bit 
lately, but this n ight s h o u l d be the first of 
a r e s u r g e n c e . 
Sunday 14th November 
Metalheadz @ Dingwalls; £6 
H a v e you b e e n yet? If not then why not? 
G e t , get d o w n ! 

To have your club added to this list just 
invite us along, we'll check it out and if 
we like it we'll put it down 
e-mail: felix@ic.ac.uk 
phone: 020 7594 8072 ask for James 

mailto:felix@ic.ac.uk
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Boetti : Ihe maverick spirit of Arte Fovera Spend Spend Spend 
Whitechape l Art G a l l e r y - A l d g a t e East tube P i ccad i l l y Thea t re - P i c cad i l y tube 
Finished £1 2 . 5 0 s tandby 

Higher Than Bable 
Bridewel l Theatre - Blackfr iars tube 
£8 C o n e . 

A gallery of vast tapestr ies, abstract w o o d e n 
sculptures a n d pav ing s labs. Before exper ienc ing 
them in the f lesh, you might be forg iven for th ink­
ing that these are just the hackneyed ha l lmarks 
of a conceptua l artist. If you still think this after 
having seen this ma jo r retrospective of the artist 
A l igh iero e Boetti, I have doubts a b o u t your san-
ity. 

Whi le be ing mostly u n k n o w n in the U K , the d i s ­
tinctive style of Boetti has a cult fo l low ing across 
the Atlantic a n d over the C h a n n e l . H e started in 
the mid-sixties with Pop Art (Ping Pong , Stiff 
Uppe r Lip) before b e c o m i n g a l ead ing force in 
the Arte Povera movemen t , p r o d u c i n g a few fo r ­
givable duds (Sca la , Tavelle) a l o n g the way. In 
the late 60s he r e n o u n c e d all this a n d started 
afresh with a pa red-down a n d m o r e sophist icat ­
ed conceptua l style. 

His interest in wor ld affairs a n d extensive travels 
prompted h im to c o m m i s s i o n a series of giant 
tapestries dep ic t ing the wor ld m a p ( M a p p a ) , 
updated every so often for pol i t ical c h a n g e s until 
his premature dea th in 1 9 9 4 . In ano the r vast 
tapestry, Tutte (Everything), he presents a startling 
chaotic weave of p e o p l e a n d objects , reflecting 
his other long-term interest in o rde r a n d c h a o s . 

By employ ing a n o n y m o u s volunteers to d o the 
painting, sculpt ing o r tapestry weav ing , he m a n ­
aged to subvert the tradi t ional role of the artist as 
sole author of her o r his work . But is he a lso s u b ­
verting ou r interpretat ion? After a l l , many of the 
works are gently m o c k i n g , even silly (Senza 
numero l-VI), as if to say 'I m e a n al l this to be a 
joke. ' If it is a joke, it certainly is a g o o d one . 

S p e n d Spend Spend, wh i ch has b e e n ha i l ed as " T h e Best 
N e w Brit ish M u s i c a l in Y e a r s " by s o m e cr i t ics , o p e n e d at the 
P i ccad i l l y Thea t r e a c o u p l e of weeks a g o . A s the house-
lights f a d e a n d the over ture starts you fee l as t h o u g h you 
a r e in fo r a treat. The o r ches t r a t i on is a h a p p y m e d i u m 
be tween p o p a n d jazz, the set is s l ick a n d you get the f e e l ­
ing that the p r o d u c e r s cer ta in ly have Spent , Spent a n d 
Spen t b u c k e t l o a d s in putt ing the s h o w o n s tage . 

The s h o w is b a s e d o n the story of Viv N i c h o l s o n : the 
w o m a n w h o went f r o m rags to r iches a n d then b a c k to 
rags , by virtue of f o o t b a l l p o o l s , g o i n g t h r o u g h five hus ­
b a n d s a l o n g the way. In a s im i l a r ve in to shows s u c h as 
B l o o d Brothers , it m a k e s fo r a m o v i n g a n d wor thy ta le that 
s h o u l d rea l ly w o r k , e spec i a l l y in a Wes t End m u s i c a l . 

W e a re i m m e d i a t e l y i n t r o d u c e d to the 5 0 - o l d V iv w o r k i n g 
in a beauty s a l o n , w h o then b e c o m e s o u r na r r a to r fo r the 
e v e n i n g , t a k i n g us t h r o u g h her life f r o m the a g e of 1 5 . S o 
far, s o g o o d , but after a b o u t f i f teen minutes of act o n e , 
w h e n every s ing le sexua l i n n u e n d o i m a g i n a b l e has b e e n 
t h r a s h e d to d e a t h , a n d you haven ' t b e e n p rope r l y in t ro ­
d u c e d to any charac te r , you start to rea l i se that m a y b e the 
p lot is b e i n g lost b e h i n d smutty jokes a n d s lack d i r e c t i o n . 
The c h a r a c t e r i s a t i o n is so w e a k that w h e n V iv looses her 
s e c o n d h u s b a n d in a c a r a c c i d e n t a n d c o m e s d o w n s t a g e to 
belt out the shows best t une , " W h o ' s G o n n a Love M e 
N o w " , y o u s imp ly d o n ' t c a r e . 

William Burns 

C a s t i n g B a r b a r a D i c k s o n in the role of Viv was a 
c h o i c e , a n d a l t h o u g h a b la tant a t tempt at get t ing b u m s o n 
seats , a n d she puts in a g o o d p e r f o r m a n c e . A l o n g with the 
rest of the cast she m a n a g e s to g ive the s h o w the p a c e a n d 
life it needs . 

T h e c h a n c e s a re that y o u w o u l d en joy Spend Spend Spend 
s h o u l d y o u part with you r p r e c i o u s c a s h , but with o v e r fif­
t een o t h e r mus i c a l s current ly r u n n i n g r o u n d the corner , I 
r e c k o n y o u c o u l d d o a lot better f o r y o u r money . 

Ben P 

Higher Than Bab/e was directed a n d p ro ­
d u c e d by ex-IC eng ineers ; C l i ve Pagent 
a n d T im Sawers , both of w h o were in 
D r a m s o c . 

C l i ve Swift - the h u s b a n d f rom " K e e p i n g 
U p A p p e a r a n c e s " - w h o p layed C a r d i n a l 
a n d Ma t thaus , showed h o w g o o d actors 
we see in genera l c rap o n TV often a re ; a 
superb pe r fo rmance . 

The plot was a little jerky in its jump 
be tween o n e t ime a n d a n o t h e r a n d 
throughout the play there is no edge-of-
the-seat stuff. It is not a n ac t ion play but a 
thoughtful one dea l i ng wel l with a comp lex 
subject. 

The central issue was the relat ionship 
between society a n d sc ience . The play 
explores this by c o m p a r i n g a scientist 
a h e a d of the field (in fifteenth century Italy) 
persecuted for his " u n G o d l ike" ideas of 
m a k i n g a flying m a c h i n e , with a G e r m a n 
(in N a z i G e r m a n y ) w h o , d r o p p i n g his o r i g ­
inal mora l ob jec t ions , used his genius to 
help work on the nuc lea r b o m b . 

Difficult issues were raised if a little o b v i ­
ous ly To what extent d o e s society define 
what indiv iduals f ind accep tab l e in the sc i ­
entific wor ld ? For e x a m p l e I a m against 
G M foods but if peop l e were or iginal ly 
against flying (a view I n o w find ridiculous) 
d o e s this not show that I a m just unwil l ing 
to c h a n g e ? This play is a real sp r ingboard 
for ph i l osoph i ca l d i scuss ion , one for the 
theatre lovers. 

Ben 
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Corpus Chris-ti 

Pleasance Theatre - C a l e d o n i a n Road tube 
£10 C o n e . 

Jesus Christ , what a dreadfu l play! Ha l f a n h o u r into it a n d I was pray ing for 
the cruci f ix ion, just to e n d the who l e terrible c h a r a d e . The play was bi l led as a 
controversial take on the Jesus Chr is t Bible stop/ a n d was hot f rom the Ed in ­
burgh Festival Fr inge. W i th that sort of hype, it was off to a b a d start... a n d it 
got worse a n d worse . The story cast Jesus as a h o m o s e x u a l southern Baptist 
preacher, the Disc ip les as his gay lovers a n d G o d as W o o d y A l l en . 

I shou ld confess that I a m not re l ig ious a n d certainly not h o m o p h o b i c a n d 
therefore went in suffering f r o m controversy fa t igue. Sure , it might offend s o m e 
right-wing vicars a n d those blue-rinse Surb i ton wives w h o ho ld co f f ee-morn ­
ings. Actual ly, the m o r e v o c a l of G o d ' s peop l e were protesting outs ide in the 
street, g u a r d e d by a few fed-up po l i ce . They were s inging G o s p e l songs a n d 
telling us the error of ou r w i cked ways. This was the most excit ing event of the 
even ing, by far. I a lmost went over to thank them for it. 

But what of the play? I must admi t that there were a few a m u s i n g moments , 
like the sel f-conscious t a b l e a u of the Last Supper. There was still t oo m u c h rel i ­
g ious s ing ing , t hough . A n d the 'controversy bits' w h e n the m e n French kissed 
weren't all that controvers ia l . The plot structure was oh-so-confused . The play­
wright (Terrence M c N a l l y ) h a d u p d a t e d s o m e aspects of the story, with Jesus ' 
early life set c i rca 1 9 5 0 in C o r p u s Christi, Texas. (Why, you may well ask. I cer ­
tainly did.) Then M c N a l l y must have got lazy a n d everything went back to the 
usual setting in Israel with Pontius Pilotte a n d his chums . Slavishly fo l lowing the 
story without any trace of irony m a d e the w h o l e thing seem like a N e w A g e 
Christ ian convers ion sess ion . 

M y G o d , c an I think of anyth ing g o o d to say a b o u t this play? I f ind it hard to 
criticise the actors ; in fact, I feel deep ly sorry for them. They al l wo rked hard 
and were on stage fo r the full two hours , wh i ch is no m e a n feat even for p ro ­
fessionals. They certainly d i d the best they c o u l d with the dire material g iven to 
them. O h , a n d the cruci f ix ion was quite grisly, a n d merciful ly short. (I was 
d read ing the fact that they might d o the resurrect ion a n d d r a g the thing out 
further.) 

I can't think of any reason why a n y o n e in the wor ld (gay, straight, re l ig ious, 
atheist) w o u l d ever g o to see this dreadfu l ly bor ing play. G o d only knows why 
the theatre was p a c k e d o n my visit. But maybe this b a d play is a g o o d sign of 
the increas ing equal ity between gay a n d straight: gay peop l e c an m a k e 
appa l l i ng plays, just like all us straight peop l e have been d o i n g for mi l lenn ia l 

reMix, Jon Courtenay Grim-
wood 

reMix is the third b o o k f rom Jon C o u r t e n a y G r i m w o o d , w h o s e prev ious cyber­
punk works n e o A d d i x a n d Lucifer's D r a g o n , met with f a vou rab l e reviews. 

reMix is your s tandard cyber-punk b lend of co rpo ra te e s p i o n a g e , sex, v i o ­
lence , techno logy , sex a n d more v io l ence , with va r ious intertwined narratives. 
Taking p lace in what is essential ly the W i l l i a m G i b s o n universe (complete with 
the razor f ingered M o l l y of N e u r o m a n c e r a n d M o n a Lisa O v e r d r i v e fame) 
reMix m a n a g e s to g o o n e better than the estab l i shed f o r m u l a . The b o o k has 
a somewha t w ider s cope than s o m e of G ib son ' s b o o k s a n d certainly m a n ­
ages to satisfy the requi rements for v io l ence a n d sexy A s i a n assass ins. 

The sub-plots themselves are t oo invo lved to s u m m a r i s e in any mean ing fu l 
way, but the b o o k s has a little bit for everyone , f r om the Chr i s t i an cult in space 
(very nove l prayer techn iques between the leader a n d his h a n d maidens) to 
the steel eat ing virus sweep ing ac ross Eu rope a n d the Akira-type powers that 
o n e charac te r d iscovers that she possesses. A l t h o u g h not written with quite 
G ib son ' s attention to a tmosphe r i c deta i ls , a n d s o m e w h a t less literary in its' 
a p p r o a c h , reMix succeeds because of its b l end of b lack-humour , s tunning 
t echno log ies a n d sheer energy. 

It r o cks , enjoy. 

Russel l 

Cool Classics and Books You 
Should Have Read 

The Alchemist, Paulo Coelho 
The most success fu l b o o k by B raz i l i an a u t h o r P a u l o C o e l h o , the 
A l c h e m i s t has s o l d o v e r 2 0 m i l l i o n c o p i e s in 4 2 l a n g u a g e s . 

The a l l e g o r i c a l ta le of S a n t i a g o , a y o u n g A n d a l u s i a n s h e p h e r d boy w h o 
is h a u n t e d by d r e a m s of the Py ramids a n d g rea t t reasure wa i t i ng f o r his 
d iscovery , the A l c h e m i s t is a b o u t rea l i s ing o n e s d r e a m s . D u r i n g the 
c o u r s e of San t i ago ' s travels w e a re p resen ted with the w i s d o m of C o e l ­
h o , n a m e l y that it is a lways best to f o l l o w y o u r hear t a n d to h e e d the 
o m e n s a n d s ighs that fate presents us. 

The m o r e c yn i ca l a m o n g the Imper ia l C o l l e g e s tudent p o p u l a t i o n might 
have s o m e t h i n g of a h a r d t ime with no t ions l i ke , " W h e n y o u wan t s o m e ­
th i ng , al l the un iverse c o n s p i r e s in h e l p i n g you a c h i e v e it." o r " . . . the p r i n ­
c ip l e of favorab i l i t y , beg inner ' s luck. B e c a u s e life wants you to a c h i e v e 
you r destiny." , but t aken o n a less ana l y t i c a l l eve l , there may be s o m e 
truth that you c a n take a w a y f r o m the b o o k . 

Ce r t a i n l y this is a b o o k that I w o u l d r e c o m m e n d to a l l f i na l y ea r students 
th ink ing a b o u t w h a t t o d o after g r a d u a t i o n , w h o m igh t be t e m p t e d to fo r ­
get a b o u t dest iny o r the i r d r e a m s w h e n f o c u s i n g t o o intently o n start ing 
sa la r i es a n d b o n u s structures. Just a though t . 

Buy it, r e ad it, a n d then l o a n it to a f r i e n d . 

W i l l i am Burns s • Russel 
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Shadow Company (PC) 

S h a d o w C o m p a n y is a rea l t ime strategy g a m e a n d invo lves lots o f c r e e p ­
ing a b o u t bat t le f ie lds in the d a r k , lots o f g u n s a n d a m m u n i t i o n a n d lots of 
k i l l i ng . The p laye r is p l a c e d in c h a r g e of a g r o u p of m e r c e n a r i e s a n d the 
g o a l is to c o m p l e t e y o u r ob jec t i ves a n d get out , hope fu l l y w i thout d y i n g . 

There are m a n y aspec ts of this g a m e w h i c h I l i k e d . The m i s s i ons a re c o m ­
pletely non- l i nea r a n d the m a p s a re very we l l d e s i g n e d . T h e p l aye r is 
c o m p l e t e l y f ree to c h o o s e his o w n pa th to a c c o m p l i s h the m i s s i o n . The 
e m p h a s i s is a lways o n us ing steal th a n d gu i l e ra ther t han f i r epower . In 
g e n e r a l the g a m e is very p l a y a b l e . H o w e v e r the g a m e is m a r r e d by a few 
p r o b l e m s w h i c h I'm sure m o r e extens ive test ing a n d qua l i t y con t ro l w o u l d 
have s o l v e d . 

For e x a m p l e , the g r a p h i c s a re o n e of the best a n d most f rustrat ing aspec ts 
of this g a m e . The s c e n a r i o s t ake p l a c e o n very wel l r e n d e r e d three d i m e n ­
s i ona l l a n d s c a p e s . The p l aye r v iews t h r o u g h a c a m e r a w h i c h is free to 
m o v e a n y w h e r e o n the m a p . The bat t le f ie lds a re l i ttered with b l o w n up 
veh ic les a n d des t r o yed b u i l d i n g s . H o w e v e r m o r e t h o u g h t c o u l d have 
been put into the c o n t r o l of the player 's c a m e r a . It c a n be dif f icul t to p o s i ­
t ion it w h e r e y o u w a n t qu ick ly . A n o t h e r a n n o y i n g fea ture is that the m e r ­
cena r i e s c a n n o t be t o l d to a u t o m a t i c a l l y p ick up the supp l i e s left by the 
enemy. This a l l i ed with the di f f icu l t c a m e r a con t ro l m a k e s r e s tock ing you r 
so ld ie rs inventory d i f f i cu l t a n d t ime c o n s u m i n g . 

The g a m e a p p e a r s to have s o m e bugs in it, fo r e x a m p l e I e n c o u n t e r e d 
soldier 's g r a p h i c s b e i n g o u t of sync with the i r pos i t i ons a n d o c c a s i o n a l 
p r o b l e m s with l adde r s a n d sa v i ng the g a m e . The e n e m y A l is a l so poor . 
The cha rac t e r s have a very l im i ted r a n g e of r e sponses a n d e ven if y o u d o 
m a n a g e to set the a l a r m bel ls r i n g i n g in the e n e m y c a m p , the cha ra c t e r s 
mere ly r eady the i r w e a p o n s a n d sit t ight. 

S h a d o w C o m p a n y fee ls l ike a g a m e w h i c h is near l y f i n i s h e d ; the g r a p h i c s 
are there a n d the g a m e is cer ta in l y p l a y a b l e . H o w e v e r a little m o r e t ime 
spent re f in ing wha t is g e n e r a l l y a g o o d g a m e c o u l d have tu rned it into a 
great o n e . 

G r a e m e 

In association with 

gameswire. com 
A WHOLE NEW WORLD 

Rogue Spear (PC) 

R o g u e Spear puts y o u in c h a r g e of a c r a c k ant i-terror ist t e a m in the n e a r 
future . The b r eak up of the Sov ie t b l o c k has led to g r e a t instabi l i ty in m u c h 
of the w o r l d , a n d to t o p it off, s o m e nu t case has g o t h o l d of a nuke a n d 
isn't a f r a i d to use it. A s the miss ions p r o g r e s s the p lo t o f the g a m e is 
r e vea l ed until it b e c o m e s c l e a r on l y y o u c a n save the wes te rn w o r l d (The 
rest o f the w o r l d is a l r e a d y in pretty b a d s h a p e in this n e a r future . . . . ) . 

W h e n R a i n b o w Six w a s r e l e a s e d , it w a s s o m e t h i n g of a nove l ty - a rea l is ­
t ic first p e r s o n shoote r , wi th a u n i q u e p l a n n i n g e l e m e n t that m a d e it a 
c e r e b r a l c h a l l e n g e . S ince t h e n , the l ikes of H i d d e n a n d D a n g e r o u s have 
i m p r o v e d c o n s i d e r a b l y o n R6's g r a p h i c s a n d e v e n m o v e d the p l a n n i n g in 
to rea l t i m e , so it's a b o u t t ime t o see w h a t Red S t o r m c a n d o to get back 
o n t o p . 

R o g u e Spear ' s g r a p h i c s a re cer ta in l y i m p r o v e d , a n d the level d e s i g n is 
even m o r e i m a g i n a t i v e t h a n its p r e d e c e s s o r , with o n e m i s s i o n in the war-
torn streets of K o s o v o b e i n g very r em in i s cen t o f a recen t S p e i l b e r g m o v i e . 
If there was o n e a r e a that s u g g e s t e d itself f o r i m p r o v e m e n t howeve r , it was 
the p l a n n i n g s t age , a n d unfor tuna te l y this r e m a i n s very s imi la r . It's not p o s ­
s ib le to c h a n g e a t e a m ' s p l a n d u r i n g the g a m e , e v e n w h e n th ings a re 
g o i n g d i a b o l i c a l l y , but m a y b e that's the po in t . T h e major i t y o f m i s s i ons are 
h o s t a g e rescue o r b o m b d e f u s a l style, a n d I s u p p o s e y o u on l y get o n e g o 
at t hose . Howeve r , h a v i n g to c l i ck o n scro l l a n d z o o m but tons to nav iga te 
a r o u n d any r e a s o n a b l y s ized m a p d u r i n g p l a n n i n g b e c o m e s t e d i o u s , 
t h o u g h it is necessa ry s h o u l d y o u c h o o s e not to a c c e p t the (often f lawed) 
de fau l t p l a n . A m o r e intuit ive m a p that c o u l d b e d r a g g e d a r o u n d its w i n ­
d o w w o u l d have m a d e a h u g e d i f f e r ence . 

A d d i t i o n a l f ea tures i n c l u d e the abi l i ty to p lay e a c h m i s s i o n in e i ther "Lone 
Wo l f " style o r "Terrorist Hun t " o n c e you 've c o m p l e t e d it no rma l l y . Lone Wo l f 
puts y o u in a D i e H a r d s i t ua t i on , w h e r e you s imp ly have to e s c a p e o n your 
o w n , a n d Terrorist H u n t t akes ou t any h o s t a g e s a n d puts in m o r e terrorists 
to g i ve the g a m e a sl ightly m o r e a r c a d e f ee l . Terrorist H u n t is a l s o a v a i l ­
a b l e in mult i p layer , w h i c h saves c u r s i n g w h e n y o u r ma te uses a n unsi-
l e n c e d w e a p o n a n d a l l the h o s t a g e s get w a s t e d . 

F l aws a s i d e , the p l a n n i n g e l e m e n t is still a vital a n d r e w a r d i n g part o f the 
g a m e (I love it w h e n a p l a n c o m e s toge the r ! ) . The a c t i o n is a l s o swift a n d 
s m o o t h as l o n g as y o u have a 3 D c a r d , a n d if y o u have the pa t i ence to 
play it rea l i s t i ca l l y ra ther t h a n Q u a k e style, it's g r e a t f u n . You d o have to 
play lots of m iss ions o v e r a n d over, but it takes less t ime t h a n j o i n i ng the 
SAS , a n d it's safer. 

G e f 
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MISSIONrlMPOSSIBLE (PSX) 

H a v i n g r e l e a sed a m e d i o c r e v e r s i on of this title 
on the N 6 4 a wh i l e b a c k now, I n f og r ames a re 
h o p i n g that a r e w o r k e d MISSION-.IMPOSSIBLE 
for the P lays ta t ion wi l l p rove to be m o r e of a s u c ­
cess. A l t h o u g h of f i c ia l l y a f f i l i a ted to the m o v i e , 
the g a m e d o e s not n e e d to rely o n the f i lm ' s r e p ­
utat ion to se l l . The f ine ly b a l a n c e d c o m b i n a t i o n 
of a c t i o n , ski l l a n d strategy that m a d e the f i lm 
has b e e n re-nurtured in its entirety he re . 

MISSION-.IMPOSSIBLE sees you t ake o n the ro le 
of v a r i o u s m e m b e r s of the Imposs ib l e M i s s i o n 
Fo r ce (the IMF - no re la t ion to the sc rew up that 
is the Internat iona l M o n e t a r y F u n d . At least I 
h o p e not) , in pa r t i cu l a r the i r mos t c a p a b l e a g e n t 
a n d po in t m a n , E than Hun t . You init ial ly a s s u m e 
the identity o f this he ro o n a var iety o f short m i s ­
s ions l oose l y b a s e d o n the f i l m . These r a n g e 
f r o m in f i l t r a t i ng the R u s s i a n a m b a s s a d o r ' s 
e m b a s s y (what n o fe r re ro rocher ? ) to the un fo r ­
ge t tab le Eu ros ta r t ra in s c e n e . The g a m e is 'a la 
T o m b Ra ider 1 mos t o f the t ime with the v i ew 
b e i n g f r o m b e h i n d the charac te r , a l t h o u g h y o u 
c a n switch to a first p e r s o n perspec t i ve w h e n y o u 
are ca r r y ing a w e a p o n fo r a i m i n g p u r p o s e s . The 
con t ro l is pretty s t ra ight f o r w a r d , a n d a n init ial ly 
tr icky system of c h a n g i n g w h a t y o u a r e h o l d i n g 
s o o n b e c o m e s s e c o n d na ture . The g r a p h i c s , 
wh i l e b e i n g n o t h i n g spec t a cu l a r , a re perfect ly 
a c c e p t a b l e a n d the r e g u l a r cut scenes he lp the 
g a m e a l o n g nicely. A d d the s o u n d a n d m u s i c 
a n d a n a t m o s p h e r i c g a m i n g e n v i r o n m e n t is g e n ­
e r a t e d . The g a m e p l a y is s o m e t i m e s v a r i e d f r o m 
the n o r m a l m o d e to a l te rnat ive o n e s , no tab l y 
c o n t r o l l i n g two roo f top sn ipers in o n e level a n d 
a puzz le l ike s e q u e n c e w h e n try ing to a v o i d laser 
b e a m s in another . 

MISSION-.IMPOSSIBLE f o r the P lays ta t ion is ful l 

of neat fea tures , such as the o p t i o n that a l l ows 
y o u t o save ha l fway t h r o u g h a level s o that 
s h o u l d you fai l y o u n e e d not repea t the ent i re 
s tage a g a i n . It m a y not b r e a c h the s u p r e m a c y of 
Metal Gear Solid, but as a n ac t i on-adven tu re 
g a m e it is we l l r e c o m m e n d e d . You r m i s s i o n , 
s h o u l d you d e c i d e to a c c e p t it, is to h o p d o w n to 
y o u r neares t reta i ler a n d c h e c k Ml out . This 
rev iew wi l l sel f-destruct in f i v e - s e c o n d s . . . 
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Get Fresh with Post-it Note 
Goody Bags! 

Post-it N o t e s have t e a m e d up with E i dos Interac ­
tive to p r o v i d e y o u with a truly a m a z i n g of fe r : a 
student g o o d y b a g that wi l l not on l y h e l p y o u 
o rgan i s e you r w o r k , but a l l o w y o u to p lay ! A 
c o m b i n a t i o n of seve ra l p a c k s of Post-it N o t e s , 
handy S co t ch Tape Str ips , C D W i p e s , pens a n d 
a P laystat ion g a m e can' t fa i l to get y o u off o n the 
right f oo t at C o l l e g e ! 

The Sco t ch Tape Str ip H a n d D i spense r , with a n 
a d d i t i o n a l refill p a c k , e l i m i n a t e s the n e e d to bite 
o r pre-cut severa l p i e c e s of t a p e - n o w a l l y o u 
have to d o is pu l l o n e t a p e strip a n d a n o t h e r o n e 
pops stra ight up a u t o m a t i c a l l y (that's t e c h n o l o g ­
ica l p rogress f o r you) . The per fec t stress-free way 
to put up posters in y o u r r o o m . 

The Post-it N o t e s a r e i n d i s p e n s a b l e w h e n 
resea r ch ing essays o r s tudy ing f o r e x a m s - y o u 
can use t h e m to t ag p a g e s a n d q u i c k l y re fe rence 
different sec t ions of a b o o k w i thou t d a m a g i n g 
the p a g e s . In a d d i t i o n , the Post-it N o t e a r r o w 
s h a p e d p a d is a l s o a g rea t w a y to m a r k key 
p laces in d o c u m e n t s . A n d w h e n you ' ve d o n e a l l 

y o u r p re l im ina r y r e sea r ch the two Pilot pens a re 
per fec t f o r jott ing d o w n y o u r notes ! 

S c o t c h C D W i p e s ensure that t ime spent o n you r 
c o m p u t e r is s m o o t h a n d t roub le-f ree by r e m o v ­
ing the o i l y f i ngerpr in t s , dust a n d dirt o n C D -
R O M s that c o u l d result in lost w o r k a n d m i s sed 
d e a d l i n e s . 

A f te r a l l that w o r k it's t ime to re lax ! In the P l ays ta ­
t i on g a m e G e x : D e e p C o v e r G e c k o the l o v e a b l e 
l izard's m i s s i o n is to f i nd a n d rescue the beaut i 
ful a g e n t Xtra af ter she is k i d n a p p e d . You must 
g u i d e h i m t h r o u g h 2 4 di f ferent leve ls , t a k i n g o n 
severa l d i f ferent d i sgu i ses a n d try ing you r h a n d 
at s c u b a d i v i n g , s n o w b o a r d i n g a n d dr i v i ng 
e n e m y tanks 

To w in o n e of these f a b u l o u s g o o d y b a g s c o m e 
up with a h u m o r o u s a c r o n y m of o u r apt l y ? ? 
n a m e d l o g o REACT . You get po ints fo r h u m o u r 
a n d su i tab i l i t y . S e n d in y o u r e f for t to 
f e l i x @ i c . a c . u k o r visit Fel ix by Wednesday 12pm. 

mailto:felix@ic.ac.uk
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So, the 43rd London Film Festival is here. It kicks off with the premiere of this 
film, which fully deserves its top billing. It is a film of quality, with superb acting 
and fantastic cinematography. Set in the American Civil War, this film will not 
be your average IC student's cup of tea: there are no light sabres or flashy spe­
cial effects, no Keanu Reeves wandering about with nice shades on. It is a film 
at the other end of the spectrum; it involves you by stirring your emotions and 
telling a rousing story rather than throwing hundreds of computer generated 
images at you. And what a nice change it is as well. 

The film follows the fortunes of a group of pro-Southern Bushwhackers around 
the Missouri-Kansas border in the 1 860's. For those of you who not up to 
speed on your American Civil War history, I will quickly explain. In 1 854, the 
Kansas-Nebraska Act was passed which meant that States had to vote on 
whether they would allow slavery. They would then be either slave states or free 
states. However violent conflicts in and around Kansas ensued with pro-slav­
ery settlers, allied with people from neighbouring Missouri, fighting anti-slav­
ery Kansas "Jay-Hawkers". Soon afterwards, the Civil War broke out, with Mis­
souri (now a slave state) siding with the Northern Union, rather than the South­
ern Confederacy, i.e. most of the states surrounding it. What followed was divi­
sion of loyalties, even between members of families and led to local militia 
"Bushwhackers" (pro-Confederacy) undertaking guerrilla warfare against the 
North's Union soldiers and sympathisers. The worst atrocity was the Lawrence 
Massacre (re-created in the film) in which the town of Lawrence was ransacked 
by pro-Confederacy militia with the loss of 1 80 lives. 

So we follow in the trials and tribulations of a small band of men, firstly as they 
hide in the hills during the winter from the army, and then into the spring where 
differing opinions lead the group to disband. Leaving their companions 
behind, Jake Roedel (Tobey Maguire) and a former slave Daniel Holt (Jeffrey 
Wright), try to put the violence and brutality behind them by heading south and 
making a new start for themselves. The characters having slowly realised that 
the situation is hopeless and futile; the only people the Bushwhackers are 
killing are innocents. They are not killing members of the army but their fami­
lies. But the other members of his unit are not so sympathetic and would pre­
fer to stay until the bitter end, showing that these men had no real humanity 
and were nothing short of animals. 

Maguire plays a difficult part excellently, as does Wright, but the whole cast 
must be congratulated on a fine performance. The production of the film is first 
rate with director Ang Lee showing again (after Sense and Sensibility) that he 
is an accomplished period filmmaker. The emotions are stirred effectively by 
the struggles of the central characters, while the realism is of war is often sick-
eningly displayed. You could do far worse than spending a few hours watch­
ing a film of this calibre. 

Drew 

Ok, the cinema was in Brixton, it was a bit messy, everybody was try­
ing to sell us "puff" and the number of people watching this preview 
equalled your average ICU presidential election voting turnout (about 
eight). Bad omens for a film I knew nothing about having had the tick­
ets thrust at me only hours before. "It's got the doctor from Eastenders 
in it," was all the information I was told. Things started to look up when 
the cinema started playing Big Band music in the time gap between the 
film starting and all eight people turning up. This was going to a British 
Film and a very cool one at that. I wasn't let down. 

East Is East' is set around a large Pakistani family living in Salford (the 
director's hometown) in 1 971. The father came over from Pakistan in 
1937, leaving behind his first wife, and married an English woman. 
They raised seven children and run a chip shop. The father is deter­
mined to impose his Pakistani beliefs onto his offspring. One such 
belief is arranged marriages. When he arranges for his two eldest sons 
to be married to two of the ugliest girls on the planet, things start to 
blow up in his face. Whilst this all sounds very serious, the whole plot 
revolves around a set of comic set pieces, involving circumcision, the 
thick girl next door, the racist bigot across the road and one sons 
attempts at modern art. 

From the start it was obvious that 'East Is East' had a script with the cal­
ibre of a 1 2 bore shot gun. Well written, sharp, witty, hilarious, touch­
ing, sensitive and glorious are all words that could be used to describe 
the script writing. One moment you are rolling about on the floor and 
then before you know it you are almost crying at the sadness of the 
leading roles. This was not just due to the script. All of the actors man­
aged to portray such a sense of realism that, even in some of the more 
obtusely funny scenes, your level of empathy was huge. You just 
believed in the characters and the story as a whole. This level of 
involvement is also heightened if you have ever had any Pakistani 
friends who have gone through the whole arranged marriage thing, 
and helped them get through all the cultural clashes that go on when 
East meets West. Another aspect that added to the atmosphere of the 
film was the attention to detail in the clothing and sets. It looked and 
felt like a genuine 1971 Salford street. 

Film Four has done it again: produced a low budget, all British, dif­
ferent but brilliant film. Ok, so I only recognised one actor and I 
haven't a clue who the director is, but this film is fantastic, touching 
and hilarious and, for me, better than 'The Full Monty'. 

Eddy 
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CINEMA 
What's on at ICU Cinema This Week 

So have you been to ICU cinema yet? C'mon then get going. Did you 
know it has one of the largest screens in London and a brand new 
amazing sound system. Well, now you do. This week ICU cinema is 
showing the piss-your-pants funny South Park and hilarious Analyse 
This. Both are definately five star films so if didn't get to see these films 
over the summer now's your chance. 

South Park (in case you haven't been on this planet for the last 12 
months) is an adult cartoon about four kids living in a town called 
South Park. There has been a TV series and mass merchandising so I 
think everyone knows what I'm talking about. This film is one of the 
funniest films of the year and is a must see for all students. You will 
find yourself quoting for weeks after this film so be warned. South Park 
contains explicit language so if you don't like the word f*** and get 
offended by bad language don't bother watching this film. While the 
language in the TV series in bleeped out, the naughty words in this film 
are not. Apparently, this film uses the F-word more times than Pulp Fic­
tion. Now that's an achievement. 

Analyse This is a comedy starring Robert De Niro and Billy Crystal. You 
probably read the review in the first edition and never got to see it as 
you were too busy doing Freshers Week. Well now you can see Analyse 
This in the comfort of the Union. De Niro is a gangster (what a sur­
prise!) who has 'issues' and needs a psychiatrist to help him sort him­
self out. Crystal is the unfortunate psychiatrist who has to deal with 
him. Also starring in Analyse This is Lisa Kudrow (Pheobe from Friends) 
who's character is not that dissimilar to Pheobe. She plays Crystal's 
wife to-be. The film follows the antics of this off-the-wall patient-doc­
tor relationship. 

Both films are being shown on Monday and Tuesday evenings in the 
Union but as always make sure you check the posters on the walkway 
or the advertisement somewhere in Felix for the times and details of 
prices. Ok, it doesn't show the latest blockbusters, but as least it's 
cheap and you can take your beer and curry in with you. 

ICU Cinema is looking for staff to sell tickets, ice-creams and do other 
stuff so if you fancy getting to watch free films or would like to know 
how a cinema works then get in touch with the cinema. Either ask the 
people working at the cinema when you go this week or mail them at 
cinema@ic.ac.uk. 

screen r~] 

East Is East Competition 

This week's competition courtesy of the Odeon Kensington gives you 
the chance to win tickets to see 'East is East'. Have you read the review 
and decided that you would like to see it? If so enter this competition 
and you and a friend could be going to see East Is East for free. 

Instead of the normal answer a question and you could win a prize just 
e-mail 

film.felix @ ic.ac.uk 

telling me why you want to go and see this film. Please try and be 
imaginative, as I hate reading boring e-mails. The more interesting the 
answer the better your chances of winning this week. The best five e-
mails will win and be able to enjoy a night out for zero pence. Just 
make sure you e-mail films by 12 noon on Wednesday 10 October. 

Congratulations to the winners of last week's Pushing Tin competition. 
They are : 

A Georgilidakis 
D Mcshane 
S Jasay 
E Bray 
A Majid 

Please call by the Felix office to collect your tickets or mail us at the 
above e-mail address to make other arrangements. 

Offers, Offers, Offers 
If you have been entering the competitions and not winning do not 
despair. The Odeon Kensington has a money saving scheme. You are 
able to purchase a film credit booklet for £ 4 7 . I know that sounds a 
lot of money but read on to find out what you get. Your little booklet 
contians, amongst other things, 8 cinema tickets - so in effect you get 
two tickets completely free. You also get 4 vouchers for money off 
drinks and popcorn, discounts on subscription to Heat and Empire 
magazines, a voucher for a discount film soundtrack and a chance to 
win their groovy competition. Sounds good, doesn't it. It is a really 
good offer especially if you enjoy going to the cinema quite a lot. 
Odeon Kensington is situated at the far end of High Street Kensington 
and you can buy the film credit booklet fom the box-office there. 

mailto:cinema@ic.ac.uk
http://ic.ac.uk
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FELIX V 
Monday Tuesday I Wednesday I Thursday 

N 
Friday 

8 p m d o A i .i •• 

xs 
C l a s s i c par ty t unes 
f o r the p o s t - m a t c h 
party , p l u s c o c k t a i l 
b a r a n d ch i l l ou t 
r o o m . 9-1 a m , dBs 

Relax a n d cc 
Pop Tarts 
Cheesy music and 
four bars combine 
to make a perfect 
end to the week. 
Bust-A-Gut Comedy 
8 p m dBs 
The up-and-coming 
Simon Evans joins 
the more familiar 
Hal Cruttenden. 

(simon katin@ic ac uk) 
• :".':'0;T."cr."ic-'". 

Archery 

Fencing Club 
U n i o n G y m , 1 2 p m 

W i n e Tasting 
6 p m , dB ' s 

Canoe Club 
Pract ice s e s s i on , 7 p m 

C A G 
S o u p run , 8.1 5 p m 

C A G 
S o u p run , 8.1 5 p m 
W e e k ' s B a s e m e n t 

ICU Choir 
R e h e a r s a l , 6 . 1 5 p m 
R o o m 3 4 2 , M e c h 
Eng . 

Music 
E m i n e m @ 
A s t o r i a ; £12.50 
The scrawny white r ap ­
pe r cruises over the 
Atlant ic to tour his i n f a ­
m o u s new a l b u m . 

The c r e w b e h i n d 

R c p c ii :•: . g h t 

Dodgy @ Scala; £8 
Yes, they ' re b a c k with 
a n e w l e a d s i n g e r 
a n d the s a m e o l d 
s o n g s . S u p p o r t f r om 

; - ' : : z z. -i 

The Divine Comedy 
@ The Barbican; 
£12.50 
The D i v i ne C o m e d y 
wi l l p l ay a n a c c o u s t i c 
set as part o f Flux. 

Film 
Deep Blue Sea 
T h e sca r i e s t (an 
chees iest ) sha rk filr 
s ince Jaws. 

. ras 
f h i s v - s u r e e l , o P 

c o m e . : 

The Sixth Sense 
Bruce Willis stars in 

a human touch. 

Blair Witch Project 
Supposedly the scari­
est film ever - certain­
ly the most hyped. 

A •,. i'ci-

4.00, 6.10, 8.40 
V i rg in F u l h a m Rd. 
3 . 3 0 , 6 . 0 0 , 8 . 2 0 3.30, 8.40 

Virgin Fulham Rd. Odeon Kensington 
3 .40 ,6 .30 ,9 .10 4.55,7.05,9.15 

TV 

Arts 

Staying Lost 
9 . 0 0 p m , C 4 
F i n d o u t h o w to 
s p e n d t ime in S o h o if 
it a l l gets t o o m u c h at 
h o m e . . . 

The Art of Blooms-
bury 
Tate Gallery 
A new exhib i t ion of the 
artists pa int ings. Run ­
ning until 2 0 t h J a n u ­
ary so there 's n o hurry. 

S h o w ; - s s i p 

p r e s e n t Z o e B a f i . 

Crash 
11 p m , Sky M o v i e m a x 
C o u p l e s get horny as 
they wa t ch mass ive 
m o t o r w a y p i le-ups . 
Wha teve r turns you o n . 

Murder & Madness 
Gielgud theatre, £5 
Three s h o d plays kick 

The 11 o'clock show 
11pm, C4 
News satire with Daisy 
Donovan and Ian Lee. 
Hopefully Ali G will 
make an appearance. 

The D a v i d s 
Finborough Theatre, £6 
This play promises to turn 
a few heads with its 
examinat ion of mas ­
culinity and a picture of a 
naked bloke on the flyer. 

It's a knockout 
8.00pm, C5 
Keith Chegwin and 
Frank Bruno provide 
some pre-club enter­
tainment! 

Bazart 
iifhis touringishowcase of 
new artsts starts in Lon­
d o n today Wz :  

Foyles Bookshop, 
Char ing Cross Roddsli iN 
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D A Y 
Saturday Sunday Next Week 

Kung Fu Club 
(Wu Shu Kwan) 
Sou ths ide Gym 

§t :30pm - 6 : 3 0 p r n 

K u n g Fu Club 
(Wu Shu Kwan) 
U n i o n Gym 
4:30DITI - 6 : 3 0 o r 

Rag 
pint g loss sa le 

Tuesday 1 6th 

N o v e m b e r 

1 2 - 2 p m , J C R 

ICU 

Community 

A C T I O N 
Group 

ICU C o m m u n i t y A c t i o n 
G r o u p URGENTLY NEEDS 
MINIBUS DRIVERS for t h e 

Tuesday a n d Thursday 
night s o u p runs. 

So if you're over 21, have been driving in 
the UK for at least 2 years, and can spare a 

couple of hours on Tuesday or Thursday 
evenings, then . . . 

Contac t Nada at iccag@ic.ac . u k 

Blondie & Squeeze 
@ The London 
Arena; £22.50 

Horace A n d y @ 
Scala £10 
Better known for his 
distinctive vocals on 
Massive Attack songs 
than as a solo artist. 

LJF 

Tarzan 
Disney's latest criti­
cally acclaimed 
animated feature. 

Odeon Kensington 
12.20, 2.30, 4.40 

R u n a w a y Br ide 
G e r e a n d Roberts 
attempt to recapture the 
Pretty W o m a n meg ' c . 

Odeon Kensington 
6.05, 8.45 

Later with Jools 
Holland 
11.25pm, BBC2 
Top bands and less 
well-known acts play 
for Jools. 

Songs of P r a i s e 
5.30pm BBC1 
'Night Fever' for 
the Sunday 
evening crowd. 

C o n t e m p o r a r y 
Photography Fair; 
St rand Palace 
Hotel , 10am - 6pm 
See and even win 
some top photogra­
phy. 

N i r v a n a - a ret­
rospective 
Proud Galleries 
24th November 
A retrospective of Nir­
vana with a British 
theme. 

iCU Jazz and Rock presents... 

CALAMARI 
http://listen.to/calamari 

"sensational alternative rock" 
~Melody Maker 

See them live at : 

K I N G S HEAD, F U L H A M 

On Saturday 1 3 t h November 
@9pm 

Flyers available from Union o f f i c e 

Debut EP "A LITTLE MORE" out now - contact us 
at mpf2@ic.ac.uk 

mailto:iccag@ic.ac.uk
http://listen.to/calamari
mailto:mpf2@ic.ac.uk
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Bust-a-Gut Comedy 
The third s h o w in this y ea r ' s Bust-A-
G u t C o m e d y l ine-up l a n d s in dBs 
this Fr iday, with S i m o n Evans a n d 
H a l C r u t t e n d e n o n the m e n u . 

Simon Evans 

O n e of the m o s t e x c i t i n g n e w t a l ­
ents to e m e r g e in r e cen t y e a r s , 
S i m o n (right) is r i s ing fast - no t l ike 
a s o u f f l e , but p o w e r f u l l y a n d wi th 
p u r p o s e , m o r e l ike a P o l a r i s , o r a 
l o n g o p p r e s s e d p e o p l e . . . 

S i n c e r e a c h i n g the f i n a l s of 
the 1 9 9 7 D a i l y T e l e g r a p h O p e n 
M i c A w a r d he has g o n e o n to 
h e a d l i n e v e n u e s a r o u n d the c o u n ­
try, a n d his d e b u t s h o w at this 
y e a r ' s E d i n b u r g h Fes t i va l s a w a 

s u c c e s s i o n of se l l-out p e r f o r m a n c ­
es . S i m o n has a l s o b e c o m e a r e g ­
u l a r f e a tu re o n a var ie ty of r a d i o 
a n d T V s h o w s , a n d is cu r ren t l y 
d e v e l o p i n g a n e w s i t c o m with the 
B B C . 

Hal Cruttenden 

H a v i n g t r a i n e d at the C e n t r a l 
S c h o o l of S p e e c h a n d D r a m a , H a l 
( above ) b e g a n his p r o f e s s i o n a l 
c a r e e r as an a c to r with a str ing of 

bit-part a p p e a r a n c e s o n shows like 
E a s t e n d e r s , K a v a n a g h Q C a n d 
B r a m w e l l . A s a c o m i c his TV credits 
i n c l u d e The W a r e h o u s e , H o u s e of 
F u n , N e t . C o m e d y a n d H o o t . 

H a l h a s p e r f o r m e d at the 
major i ty of c o m e d y c lubs o n the 
L o n d o n c i rcui t i n c l u d i n g the C o m e ­
dy S tore , J o n g l e u r s a n d B a n a n a 
C a b a r e t . H e is a l s o b e c o m i n g a 
r e g u l a r f a c e at c o m e d y c l u b s 
a c ross the rest of the country , f r om 
D u b l i n to M a n c h e s t e r to Exeter. 
L o o k i n g fur ther a f i e ld sti l l , H a l has 
recent ly r e tu rned f r o m the A u s ­
t r a l i an C o m e d y Fest iva l a n d the 
E d i n b u r g h F r inge , w h e r e he starred 
in a very success fu l t h r e e - h a n d e d 
show. 

The Felix Crossword, by Turnip Henry 

22 23 

J I I 

Answer to 1155 
Across: C w m , A a r d v a r k s , A m b e r , Heifer , P a b l o , L i poph i l i c , E lute, M o o g , O b e l i s k , 
B a r g a i n , N o a h , R e a l m , D e c a h e d r o n , Tutti, H o b b i t , D i a z o , M o d e r a t e s , Nu t . 
Down: C o m p a n i o n , M a r b l e , A b s o l u t i o n , A n d S p a m , A l i b i , Sir, H i p p o , Elite, Leek, 
G a r g a n t u a n , G n a r l i e s t , Bu rn , C r e d o , O v e r t , H i r su te , M u t t o n , A m b l e , H u m . 

I l ike a l te rnat ive spe l l i ngs . . . they m a k e my life easier. I p r o m i s e they ' re al l v a l i d , 
but d o be ca re fu l (wou ld I lie to you? ) . 

Across 
1 . Leaves piles of s a n d . (7) 
4. N o b l e m a n with title g o e s 
South for p ie rc ing p laces . (8) 
7. Start a story in anc ien t 
t imes. (1 ,4 ,4 ,3) 
9. Yes, G e r m a n co rn for this 
m a n . (5) 
10 . M o n e y ski l l . (6) 
1 1 . C o v e r e d with printer ink, 
he s ings. (7) 
1 3. A rotor c h o p s up the 
speaker . (6) 
1 4. O b t a i n c o d for M a r s u p i -
a l . (9) 
16 . A l l points to spy se l l ing 
papers . (9) 
1 8. Just what o n e needs for 
the t ra in . (6) 
1 9. Live here wea r i ng 
m o n k ' s c lo th ing . (7) 
2 2 . Lor ra ine 's f o o d . (6) 
2 4 . G e o m e t r i s t w h o sounds 
a bit greasy, pe rhaps . (5) 
2 5 . Mess y Sp i c a ha i rdos 
m a k e o n e horny. (1 2) 
2 6 . C o n f e s s e d to hav ing 
been let in . (8) 
2 7 . W h i l e fa l l ing over, baby 
turns a l i en to Rel ig ious S tud ­
ies. (7) 

Down 
1. O u t d o o r j a m b o r e e has 
supor t for po r t a l . (8) 
2. G r e e k letter may be 
i m p l e m e n t e d , initially, in 
shapes . (6) 
3. S w a n has r ing. (6) 
4. O n e mi le up , N a t h a n 
g o e s East to kill s o m e o n e . 
(9) 
5. A ma l l returns creature . 

(5) 
6. N o t in the West , but 
everywhere else a hill is 
po l i t i ca l ly impor tan t . (7) 
7. P r e - m o n g o l i a n : very o ld 
crockery. (7,5) 
8. Far far away, a n d perhaps 
m o r e than a bit o l d . (4,3,5) 
1 0 . Revolut ionist runs slowly 
on snow. (7) 
1 2. A c ces so r y to su i c ide . (7) 
1 5 . Se l f- imposed h a n d i c a p , 
p r ehaps b e c a u s e one c an 
d o it al l a l o n e . (3-6) 
1 7. W a r m gusts f rom unde r ­
wear. (8) 
1 8 . M e x i c a n that m a k e s you 
happy, pe rhaps . (7) 
2 0 . Look after cot that 
m a k e s room. . . (6 ) 
2 1 . . . .for dwe l le r : wo rke r 
with ins ide-out net. (6) 
2 3 . Tall h e a d g e a r for d rum-
kit. (2-3) 



# C U C I N E M A 

Monday 8th November 8:30pm 
Tuesday 9th November 6:00pm 

SUPPORTED- BY $TA TRAVEL* tMPCMAL COLLEGE 7EL- *>M WJ 4 

£7J 

£3 
Union Building, 2nd Floor. The cinema is open to I.C. students & staff. 
Tickets £3 (Guests £4). Doors open 15 mins before time stated. 
No smoking, but drinks from Da Vinci's bar are welcome. 
For more info: tel. 0171 594 8098 int. 48098. www.su.ic.ac.uk/cinema 

uudco J9qw8A0N MI6 Aopseru 
uudoo:9 JeqweAON Mi9 Aopuô i 

http://www.su.ic.ac.uk/cinema
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Fencers keep QMW on the hop IC come from 
behind 

Fencing Hockey 2nds 

Men's Fencing (Bints) 

After the last m a t c h , w e w e r e p r e ­
p a r e d to c h a n g e o u r tac t ics - w e 
were g o n n a w i n . A n a l m o s t ful l 
tu rn-out . . . M a r i n o " N e v e r h e r e " 
J a n a h a n b e i n g the on l y first t e a m 
se lec t ion w h o w a s m i s s i n g . First 
w e a p o n was s a b r e : M e a t y J o h n , 
Joe- Joe " L i g h t w e i g h t " W o n g (mak ­
ing his IC first t e a m debut ) a n d M o 
" C a p t a i n A n i m a l " M a n s o o r i . O u r 
first t ime with three s a b r e u r s o n the 
sabre t e a m m e a n t that w e tota l ly 
ou t c l a s sed Q M W in w h a t t u rned 
out to be o u r best w e a p o n pe r ­
f o r m a n c e with M e a t y a n d A n i m a l 
w i n n i n g a l l the i r f ights a n d L ight ­
we ight on l y l o s ing o n e of his 5-4. 
Exce l lent d i sp l ay by the IC s a b r e u r s 
( g o o d skil ls boys ! ) . 

SABRE: 
IC 
Q M W . 

Foi l next a n d the t e a m cons i s t ­

ing of D a v e " . . . s o , a re you s i n g l e ? " 
A P K D a v i d g e , D a v e " Jaws" H u g h e s 
a n d Pete " the L e p r e c h a u n " M o n t ­
g o m e r y (a lso m a k i n g his debut ) . A 
c o n v i n c i n g l y g o o d f e n c e by A P K 
w h o w o n a l l his f ights (nice o n e 
D a v e ) . Jaws w o n two a n d the Lep ­
r e c h a u n w a s un lucky a n d h a v i n g 
on l y w o n o n e f ight . W i t h the m a t c h 
n o w f i rmly in the Bints ' g r a s p w e 
c o u l d n o w a f fo rd to e a s e u p , s p a r ­
ing Q M W the e m b a r r a s s m e n t o f a 
c r u s h i n g de fea t . 

FOIL: 
IC 
Q M W 

Epee was next with R i c c a r d o 
" T h e I ta l i an S t a l l i o n " S a p i e n z a , 
J aws a n d L ightwe ight . The S ta l l i on 
s h o w e d his p r o w e s s wi th his 
w e a p o n s (and a l s o f e n c e d wel l ) . H e 
w o n a l l three of his f ights with e a se . 
J a w s a n d L i g h t w e i g h t f a i l e d t o 
impress the l ad ies b a d m i n t o n t e a m 
by l o s i n g a l l the i r f ights. 

EPEE: 
IC 
Q M W 

Bints 1 7 - 1 0 Q M W 

Ladies Fencing (Wannabe Bints) 

Unfo r tuna te l y Q M W p r o d u c e d 
a very compe t i t i v e t e a m this y ea r 
a n d m a n y of o u r r e g u l a r f encers 
we re hit by the d r e a d e d f lu b u g . 
The t e a m cons i s t ed of " L e g a l " C a p ­
ta in Ka the r i ne , " C o c k n e y " C l a r e 
G r o v e a n d U r s u l a " T i t i ' s " M a r c i n i o -
mi w h o f e n c e d a d m i r a b l y a g a i n s t a 
t e a m of r e g u l a r i n t e rna t i ona l p l ay ­
ers ( they're b l o o d y g o o d at f e n c i n g 
t oo l ) . M a n y of the f ights were c l o s e 
p r o v i d i n g exc i t ement fo r the men ' s 
t e a m , but a l a s v ic tory was not ours 
f o r the t a k i n g . H o p e f u l l y the ( c o m ­
plete) t e a m wil l fa re better a g a i n s t 
K ings next week . 

W a n n a b e Bints 1 - 1 7 Q M W 

IC II .. 
K ings 

R id ing the b o o g i e - b o a r d , o n the 
crest of a w a v e IC 2 n d s s w e e p a l l 
be fo re t h e m . 

T h e start d i d not g o as 
p l a n n e d . C a p t a i n C h u n d e r missed 
a n o p e n g o a l , a n d Mul t i-Storey 
s c o r e d a n o w n g o a l . I C0-1 d o w n . 

The boys were s h o c k e d into 
a c t i o n . B r u c e Lee a n d J e a n 
C l a u d e v a n D a m m e des t royed the 
m i d f i e l d , s teady Edd i e t o o k it out 
w i d e a n d G e o g r a p h y Teache r f i n ­
i shed off s u b l i m e m o v e 1 -11 

F ina l l y t he 2 n d t e a m have 
d e v e l o p e d into a f lu id a t t a ck ing 
fo r ce . C a p t a i n C h u n d e r m a d e up 
for the ea r l i e r c o c k - u p by f in i sh ing 
the a t tack m o v e of the m i l l e n n i u m . 
G e o g r a p h y T e a c h e r swept in the 
third g o a l , a n d on ly the referee 
p reven ted a l a n d s l i d e . F i red up 
a n d ready to g o , the d i s c o s q u a d 
s h o u l d be a f ra id of revenge . Very 
a f r a i d ! 

ICSM Mountaineering Society 
Amounta inee r i ng venture out ­

side Britain was long ove rdue 
but it needed the incentive to 

take on the organ i s ing a n d sort ing 
out that such a n under tak ing requires 
- C a r o l i n e d id a first class job . 

O n the 19th of July we w e a r 
ready. G o t across the C h a n n e l wi th ­
out throwing up but m a d e up for it o n 
several roundabouts o n the way to 
Swi tzer l and . E igh teen hou r s af ter 
leaving W i l son house , we arr ived at 
o u r des t i na t i on o n the c a m p s i t e 
" Shoenb l i ch " in Saas G r u n d . 

If ac t ion was the key w o r d , there 
was e n o u g h in the next three days to 
satisfy the biggest of appet i tes, start­
ing off with a lesson o n h o w to a n d 
how not to behave o n a glacier. Kevin 
(Batman) ou r other gu ide took the 
more exper ienced g r o u p , whi le Robin 
(friend of Batman) t ook the rest. W e 
pract iced step cutt ing, front po in t ing , 
mov ing up a n d d o w n steep i ce , 
jumping across crevasses, bury ing ice 
axes a n d the more a w k w a r d job of 
locat ing them a g a i n . C r evasse rescu ­
ing (as we had pract iced in the Lake 

District) was put to the test, only this 
t ime in a more authentic setting. I still 
r e m e m b e r vividly hear ing agon i s ing 
cries for help as Kate rapidly d i s a p ­
pea red d o w n a n icy crack , out of 
view. O h , d id we l augh ! 

W h e n the Sun a p p e a r e d we were 
a l ready well o n ou r way. " C l i m b s low­
ly, conserve energy, keep g o i n g but 
don ' t s top " was the instruction f rom 
the front. U p a n d up d igg ing ou r 
c r a m p o n s into steep ice, put one foot 
in front of the other, watch out for the 
crevasses next to y o u , spike in , step 
up - the r idge looks miles up o n the 
sky. After a n hour we can still m e a s ­
ure the distance beh ind us but l ook ­
ing a h e a d it still feels as endless as 
before . B lack dots o n the white back ­
g r o u n d show that there are other 
peop le a r o u n d but all that is aud ib l e 
are thumps in the snow, o c c a s i o n a l 
cl ick f rom a n ice axe a n d heavy 
breath ing - plenty of that. 

C r o s s i n g fra i l l o o k i n g s n o w 
br idges , pass ing sheets of ice with i c i ­
cles like g iant lances d a n g l i n g f rom its 
s ide, sca l ing steep walls o r just fo l low 

a nar row path that is steeply ca rved 
into the mounta ins ide laced with the 
ice. W h a t a m I d o i n g ? Reason goes 
out of the w i n d o w - best just a ccep t 
whatever c o m e s your way - just put 
o n e foot in front of the other. N o t 
even t ime for pho tographs . 

Four a n d a half hours after start­
ing off, both g roups reached the top 
at 4 , 0 2 7 metres, the highest point for 
s o m e of us. S o m e sweated b l o o d to 
get there, whi le others w o n d e r e d 
what all the fuss was about . Yet all 
ag reed u p o n one th ing, a n incredibly 
g o o d fee l ing s tanding o n top of the 
wor ld with brea thtak ing views al l 
a r o u n d us. The Sun is out in full force 
a n d we are at peace with our sur­
round ings . " H e a v e n " (even the heavy 
breath ing has se ized a n d the only 
sounds are a faint breeze a n d the 
cl ick ing of ou r cameras ) . 

After a bite to eat, we were ready 
to g o d o w n , this t ime o n the south 
side to get to the "A lmage l l e rhu t " , ou r 
a b o d e for the fo l lowing night. The 
route is mixed snow, ice a n d rock a n d 
we learnt to move d o w n (in pairs) eff i ­

c ient ly with " n a t u r a l " p r o t e c t i o n , 
weav ing the rope between fixed b o u l ­
ders to keep safety to the forefront 
without sacr i f ic ing s p e e d . O n l y o n the 
harder sect ions o n e c l imbs whi le the 
other belays in the convent iona l way. 
A l l t o o s o o n we reached the hut a n d 
spent the rest of the a f te rnoon part ic ­
ipat ing in loca l customs (drinking 
s chnapps whi le b a n g i n g on a cow 
bell). 

A b ig breakfast with extra he lp ­
ings of coffee, b r e a d , butter, cheese 
a n d the jam put us o n the right f rame 
of m i n d for a day of rock c l imb ing . 
O u r route possesses everything any ­
one c o u l d wish for. Steep wal ls , airy 
traverses, s o m e tricky mantelshelves, 
a slight o v e r h a n g a n d as a bonus a 
"Tyrolean t raverse" (a rope set up 
between two rocky sp ikes , s o m e d is ­
tance apar t , where you cl ip yourself in 
a n d pull h a n d over h a n d across the 
void) . That c o m p l e t e d ou r three-day 
course . Robin a n d Kevin were o n the 
who l e pretty satisfied with ou r per ­
f o rmances , w i shed us luck a n d stay 
safe. 
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Seconds slay St. George's Ladies split a pair 
Ladies Hockey Ladies Football 

IC II 3 
St George's 0 

Having been told that we didn't 
have any opponents, the girls 
boarded the coach eagerly to 
head for their walkover. But 
when we got to the pitch, we 
found not only a full team but 
one with plenty of subs. As 
there were only 8 of us (since 
Underdown had a rather too 
good night at Scandies the 
night before and was deemed 
to ill to play, plus a few others 
who missed the coach), Chun-
derbird kidnapped 3 football 
players, Marie, Vasso and 
Sarah whilst the team battled 
on. Despite the fact that the 
opponents had a full team and 
we only had 8, we were storm­
ing and whilst the football girls 
were having a quick lesson at 
hockey on the sidelines , Katie 

sneaked a crafty one past the 
goalie and we were 1 - 0 up. 
The football girls were at times 
a little confused by the rules of 
hockey, but they were great. 

Half time came and went 
quickly and we continued in 
style. Patsy's classy goal swiftly 
followed and we were on a roll. 
George's had a shot at goal but 
that was easily dismissed by our 
fabulous goalie Louise. That 
was the only attempt they had 
on goal. After this slight shock, 
the girls were back to work and 
just before full time, Tinky-
Winky cunningly defected the 
ball into the net making our vic­
tory complete. Just as well we 
turned up, otherwise it would 
have been a 6-0 defeat for us. 
Once again we are grateful to 
the football girls Marie, Vasso 
and Sarah and we'll return the 
favour soon. 

Sun. 31st Oct. 
IC Ladies 2 
LSE 1 

The witches of LSE tried their best 
to cast their spell on IC this 
Halloween but failed. Ex-IC 
striker Juliet was up to her 
usual tricks, hacking our 
defence down and LSE hadn't 
changed a bit since we beat 
them last year 1 -0. 

IC went ahead after about 
15 mins thanks to Marie's div­
ing header off a flicked on cor­
ner. From then on it was an 
evenly matched game of offside 
ping-pong mostly due to great 
defensive tactical manoeuvres 
from both sides. Jasmine slid 
one away after a cross/shot 
skidded across the goal face 
and Juliet put one past our 
stand in keeper Mel to leave it 
2-1 to IC at full time. 

Wed. 3rd Nov. 
IC Ladies 
QMW 

QMW beat us 9-0 the previous 
week, mainly because only 9 peo­
ple turned up for the match. This 
week, with a full team and three 
subs, we felt we were in with a 
chance. The game was almost 
evenly matched in the first half 
hour. IC had a few chances but 
lacked finishing touches. QMW 
finally pierced through the IC 
defence, but we were back in the 
game with an excellent individual 
effort from Becky. With the score 
1 - 1 30 seconds from half time, we 
still felt we were in with a chance to 
get three points from the game, but 
a lack of chances in the second 
half didn't yield any more goals. 
QMW were luckier, winning the 
game with a shot going in off the 
post from outside the area. 

IC shooters in charge 
Rifle Shooting 

Ladies Rugby 

IC Virgins 35 
UCL 0 

Our winning ways continue its now 
3 out of 3. A period of intense 
pressure straight from kick off led 
to a penalty that Romy duly con­
verted. We were then straight back 
at them again and after a long 
period of pressure Romy crashed 
through to score, and then convert­
ed her try. Despite excellent play by 
their fly half, our forwards were 
stunning and no. 8 Claire powered 
through 5 players to score. An 
excellent break by Clare allowed 
Joe to score her 1 st try. Then Betsy 
scored a runaway try to complete 
the half. The good play continued 
into the second half and we were 
starting to look impressive. After 
spending much of the half in 
scrums. We ended up on their line 
and Kate went over in the comer 
for her debut try. The game finished 
with another try from Betsy. Well 
done to Jessamy Miriam and 
Emma for their 1 st matches. 

Rs. You're not supposed to 
laugh at Kryzi's conversion attempt 
when you were all too chicken to 
try. 

Football 

IC I 4 
ICSM 1 

From the start, I.C. lsts controlled 
the play. Slick passing throughout 
the team left the defence a little 
bored, so bored in fact that the 
medics managed to take the lead 
with their first, and last chance of 
the half. Finishing proved to be a 
slight problem for most of this 
game with numerous chances 
going begging. The score was 
finally levelled just before half-time 
when Marcos found out he could 
kick again! 

The second half followed the 
same pattern as the first: loads of 
chances, loads of misses. Nak 
finally gave the 1 sts a well-earned 
lead finishing from close range 
after a slapstick goalmouth scram­
ble. The third came from Private 
Waight, scoring with his head from 
Steve's corner. The best goal of all 
came next with Marcos scoring 
again after a controlled build up, 
to wrap up the game. 

At the end of the day, a com­
fortable win for the lsts, and the 
margin of victory could easily have 
been more. 

During the summer, three mem­
bers of the Imperial College 
Union Rifle and Pistol club 
entered the National Rifle Associ­
ation's 130th Imperial Meeting. 
This event attracted over a thou­
sand competitors from all over 
the world for two weeks of indi­
vidual team matches. 

In the individual competitions 
Philip Golds scored an excellent 
49.7 (ex 50.10) in the 900 yard 
Conan Doyle competition to fin­
ish 59th and was placed in the 
Clementi Smith and Elkington 
aggregates. Gareth Hillier shot 
well in his first proper Bisley 
meeting, being placed on five 
prized lists including 14th in the 
Admiral Hutton Tyro Trophy. 
Andrew Eldridge made the top 
fifty in six competitions, including 
6th place in the final of the St 
Georges Prize. 

All three IC shooters shot for 
University of London in the BUSA 
team matches. Against opposi­
tion from Bath, Bristol, Cam­

bridge, Edinburgh, Nottingham, 
Oxford, Reading and Southamp­
ton universities, London came 
fourth in the musketeers (short 
and middle distances), 2nd in the 
university's long range and 1 st in 
the universities aggregate match­
es. Andrew also shot for the win­
ning England team in the Univer­
sities National Match. 

The social side of the meeting 
proved equally enjoyable with 
events such as the annual Univer­
sity of London Hog Roast, which 
catered for over 120 people and 
involved the cooking of a whole 
lamb and a pig on the barbecue. 
Phil and Gareth narrowly avoided 
being put on the barbecue them­
selves, having arrived wearing 
polo shirts bearing the legend 
"Smallbore: for men who don't 
need big guns" 

Al! in all, the meeting proved 
very successful for the shooters 
representing IC. Our thanks to 
ICU for their support of entry. 
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Medics prove tough nut to crack 
ICSM Hockey 

G K T I .. 
I C S M I 

A d e p l e t e d I C S M s q u a d 
m a d e the t rek t o o n e of the less 
s a l u b r i o u s pa r t s o f S o u t h L o n d o n 
to t a k e o n a t a l e n t e d a n d y o u n g 
G K T s i d e . W i t h f o u r r e g u l a r 
p l a y e r s m i s s i n g , t h e v o y a g e w a s 
m a d e m o r e in h o p e t h a n t rue 
e x p e c t a t i o n . H o w e v e r , d e s p i t e 
the loss o f m a n y c r u c i a l m e m ­
b e r s o f t h e s i d e , it w a s t h e r e t u r n 
of H u g o B o y c e tha t w a s to h a v e 
the b i g g e s t i n f l u e n c e o n t h e 
m a t c h . H i s p r e s e n c e a d d e d b o t h 
d e f e n s i v e s t e e l a n d a t t a c k i n g 
f l a i r to the c r i t i c a l c e n t r e m i d f i e l d 

z o n e . 
T h e I C S M g a m e p l a n 

r e v o l v e d a r o u n d a b s o r b i n g p r e s ­
s u r e , a n d r e l y i n g o n r a p i d c o u n t ­
e r - a t t a c k s . W i t h t h e d e f e n c e 
a g a i n w o r k i n g s p l e n d i d l y as a 
u n i t , a n d the m i d f i e l d i n d u s t r i o u s 
in t h e i r t a c k l i n g c o v e r , it w a s left 
t o B o y l e a n d H a d f i e l d to c r e a t e 
c h a n c e s at the G K T e n d . T h e f irst 
g o a l c a m e f r o m a s h o r t - c o r n e r 
w o n f r o m a c o u n t e r a t t a c k i n g 
b r e a k a w a y . T h e s h o r t c o r n e r 
s t r i k e f r o m F i s h p o o l w o r m i n g 
a n d s q u i r m i n g t h r o u g h a s e a o f 
b o o t s a n d s t i c k s , b e f o r e e m b a r ­
r a s s i n g l y n u d g i n g t h e b a c k ­
b o a r d . T h e G K T rep l y w a s swift 

a n d c l assy . A f r e e hit to the e d g e 
of t he a r e a w a s b l i t z e d a c r o s s 
the D, a n d the h i t h e r t o a n o n y ­
m o u s G K T c e n t r e - f o r w a r d s t o l e 
in f r o n t of his m a r k e r , t o g l a n c e 
the b a l l in of f t h e f a r p o s t . 

T h e s e c o n d h a l f s a w the m i d -
f i e l d a r e a o p e n u p a s f a t i g u e set 
i n . But the o n l y g o a l o f the h a l f 
w a s a g a i n s c o r e d o n the c o u n t e r , 
w h e n a def t l o b by H a d f i e l d 
c l e a r e d the p r o s t r a t e k e e p e r f o r 
t h e m a t c h w i n n e r . I C S M t h u s 
g a i n e d t h r e e c r u c i a l a w a y 
p o i n t s , a n d G K T w e r e sen t b a c k 
to the d r a w i n g b o a r d , p e r p l e x e d 
at h o w to b r e a k d o w n s u c h s o l i d 
d e f e n s i v e d i s p l a y . 

Rugby lads kick bucks 
Rugby 

IC I 41 
B u c k i n g h a m s h i r e Ch i l t e rn s 7 

O n c e a g a i n the l ads started 
wel l s o m e g o o d s c r u m m a g i n g a n d 
ruck ing . This w e e k J a m i e " d i s c o 
s u p e r m a n " D u g g i n s t a r t ed the 
g a m e , but d u e to the fact that h e ' d 
had 2 8 pies a n d 3 0 u n i o n cur r i es 
be fore the g a m e he wasn ' t qu i te as 
sha rp as u s u a l . The first try c a m e 
f rom a strong run f r o m Sven J u p p 
p l ay ing o n the w i n g , qu i ck l y f o l ­
l o w e d by a bel ly f l o p of a try by 
Mat t the twat. The third try c a m e 
f rom a n o t h e r s u p e r b run by m o n ­
key m a n Stevns (a little g r eedy pe r ­
haps? ) Ra iney yet a g a i n to s c o r e , 
except with his best ma tes b i r d ! 
There w a s exce l l en t s u p p o r t f r o m 
D a n a n d Tref, as wel l as the subs 
w h o were in g o o d v o i c e . C r a i g 
Wi thers a l so h a d a n a w e s o m e first 

g a m e fo r the 1 sts. 
The o p p o s i t i o n go t in a f lukey 

try wh i le the ref. wasn ' t l o o k i n g a n d 
half the i r s ide were blatent ly off 
s ide . W e i n c r e a s e d the p a c e as 
ha l f t i m e a p p r o a c h e d but w e 
c o u l d n ' t f o r c e o n e t h r o u g h the 
g a p s in thei r d e f e n c e . 

T h e s e c o n d ha l f s a w a 
d e c r e a s e in p e r f o r m a n c e but two 
c lass tries were s c o r e d a n d o n e not 
s o c l assy try fo r M a t t P o o l i p s , w h o 
c a m e g o o d with s o m e nice runs 
a n d a wel l d e s e r v e d try. D a v e 
G .A .Y . G o l a l so s c o r e d a qual i ty 
5 0 ya rd try with e lus ive r u n n i n g 
a n d g rea t d u m m i e s . A l l in al l a 
g o o d g a m e but we s h o u l d have 
s c o r e d m o r e . The ref w a s 
a p p a l l i n g , the c o a c h dr i ve r w a s a 
k n o b , but g o o d p lay a n d s o m e 
g o o d k i ck ing f o r m H o g g y l e a d to a 
g o o d w in . Roll o n next week . 

IC put best 
foot forward 

Cross Country 

R i c h m o n d Park was the setting for 
the s e c o n d r o u n d of the L e a g u e . 
D o r c h i e went o n e better o n he r 
s e c o n d p l a c e last t ime to win the 
race , b a c k e d up by the ever-pres­
ent Luise (14th) a n d d e b u t a n t 
De l i es in 2 9 t h c o m p l e t e d the l ad ie 
t e a m . 

1 0 4 m e n t o e d the l ine a n d 
Ben-Ron led h o m e the m e n in 5th 
p l a c e hav ing seen slightly m o r e of 
N e i l than he w a n t e d . The ex-
G a f f e r (9th) a n d Frank w h o 
s p a n k e d the race in 1 5th were next 
h o m e be fo re J od i e (20) a n d Da i sy 
Boy (24) c o m p l e t e d the A t e a m . 

The runners c o n t i n u e d to pi le 
in a n d before we knew it o u r B + 
C teams had bea ten U C L a n d 
Kings As . W e return to d o battle in 
a fortn ight at W i m b l e d o n a n d by 
C h r i s t m a s IC s h o u l d be top of the 
l e a g u e . W a t c h this s p a c e . 

SCOREBOARD 

H O C K E Y 
IC I 
IC III 
IC W m n I I 

: O O T B A L L 
IC I 
IC II 
IC IV 
IC VI 
IC VII 
IC Lad ies 

1 1 - 2 R U M S 
1 1 - 1 R U M S 
3 - 1 G e o r g e s 

4 - 1 I C S M 
3 - 4 G o l d s m i t h s 
2 - 6 K ings 
7 - 2 LSE 
3 - 1 1 K C L 
1 - 2 Q M W 

R U G B Y 
IC I 3 4 - 0 Bucks 
IC III 5 0 - 0 St M a r y ' s 
IC Lad ies 3 5 - 0 U C L 

3ARTS 
IC Dar ts L e a g u e : 
S o u t h s i d e 9 - 6 IC Un i t ed 

Want to see your team in 

print? Then get your 

reports to the Portacabins 

on Wednesday evening 

The enter ta in ing white s p a c e that 
has en joyed exposu re here over 
the last few weeks , has , unfor tu ­
nately b e e n head-hun ted by " T h e 

M i r r o r " to star o n their front p a g e 

In its p l a ce there fore , we prov ide 
ou r readers with a n oppurtun i ty to 
en joy the u p c o m i n g star o f s p a c e 

f i l l ing , en te r ta in ing b lack space . 

En|oy. 

G r e a t . 


