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T h e S t u d e n t s ' N e w s p a p e r at Impe r i a l C o l l e g e 

Sports Fields On Rocky Ground 
A leaked copy o f Co l l ege ' s Capita l Invest
ment Plan for the next five years conf i rms 
that a major "rat ional isat ion" o f Imperial 's 
sports g r o u n d s wil l have to take p lace 
next s u m m e r . Os tens ib l y , th is has b e e n 
in prepara t ion for s o m e t ime (see Felix 
1136), but the report s h o w s that it is 
n o w a necessi ty , w h i c h wi l l p r o v i d e c ru 
cial f u n d i n g for the p r o p o s e d Sports C e n 
tre r e d e v e l o p m e n t . 

A c c o r d i n g to the report , w h i c h w a s 
passed by the last m e e t i n g o f the Co l l ege 
Counc i l , the total cost o f the Sports C e n 
tre project is e s t ima ted at £9 mi l l i on , o f 
w h i c h £3 mi l l i on wi l l c o m e f r o m "the 
m o n e y a c h i e v e d t h r o u g h t h e rat iona l i 
sat ion of the Co l l ege ' s sports g r o u n d s " , 
f o l l o w i n g t h e r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s o f a 
recent Athlet ics C o m m i t t e e study, w h i c h 
s h o w e d that w e current ly have a r o u n d 
twice as m u c h space as w e actually n e e d . 
As Estates M a n a g e r N i c k B lack put it, 
"we have o n e o f the largest Un ivers i ty 
estates in the UK... if w e w e r e star t ing 
with a c lean sheet today, w e w o u l d p rob 
ably bu i ld 3 0 % less s p a c e . The spor ts 
centre at Sou th K e n s i n g t o n is m u c h t o o 
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sma l l , yet in contrast w e have four out 
d o o r spo r t s g r o u n d s w i t h a b o u t 73 
hectares in total , w h i c h is roughly d o u b l e 
w h a t w e wi l l ever n e e d " . In order for the 
pro jec t f i n a n c e s to b a l a n c e , t h e sa le 
m u s t c o i n c i d e w i t h t h e b e g i n n i n g o f 
bu i l d i ng work , a n d the report g o e s on to 
p inpo in t the "re lease" at July next year. 

Whi lst t h e Investment Plan d o c s not 
expl ic i t ly state w h i c h g r o u n d wi l l be so ld 
- a n d Sports Cen t re M a n a g e r Frank M u r 
ray is at pains to point out that, at present 
"all g r o u n d s are i n c l u d e d in the review... 
any c o m m e n t w o u l d be unsubstant ia ted 
specu l a t i on " - a qu i ck l ook at the f igures 
w o u l d s e e m to po int t h e axe square ly at 
T e d d i n g t o n . If the target f igure o f £3 
mi l l ion is to be a c c o m p l i s h e d , t h e n only 
the sa le o f t e d d i n g t o n or Har l ing ton wil l 
su f f i ce , as the c o m b i n e d va lue o f Co l 
l ege 's o ther t w o g r o u n d s - War ren Farm 
(in Ealing) a n d C o b h a m (near K ingston) 

- is far less than the target f igure . M o r e 
over , w i th a l o n g s t a n d i n g of fer a l ready 

be l i e ved to be o n the table (the o ld p e o 
ples h o m e w h i c h b o u g h t a smal l a r ea o f 
the T e d d i n g t o n site s o m e years a g o is 
r u m o r e d to have a con t inua l interest in 
expand ing ) , a lucrat ive sa le w o u l d b e 
easy to a r range . 

React ion to the p r o p o s e d sa le has 
b e e n m i x e d . Unde r s t andab l y , it wi l l f ace 
stiff o p p o s i t i o n f r o m ICSM, w h o v i e w 
T e d d i n g t o n as o n e o f their t rad i t iona l 
h o m e s (the g r o u n d itself w a s g i ven to 
the St Mary 's M e d i c a l S choo l to prov ide 
a base for its rugby t eam) ; e n d i n g Ted-
d i n g t o n ' s s tatus as a p r e m i e r r u g b y 
g r o u n d w o u l d a lso face stiff o p p o s i t i o n 
f r om tradit ional ists, as the g r o u n d w a s 
o n c e the h o m e o f Eng land, a n d the or ig 
inal pavi l l ion w a s the site o f the s i g n i n g 
of the RFU charter. Sen ior f igures in ICU, 
h o w e v e r , w o u l d a p p e a r t o v i e w t h e 
m o v e as a unavo idab le loss wh i ch wil l be 
mass ive ly o u t w e i g h e d by the benef i t s 
that the n e w sports cent re wi l l offer . Not 
so Depu ty Pres ident (C lubs & Societ ies ) 

e lect T im Trailor, howeve r , w h o is stick
i ng by his e lec t ion p rom i se to back keep
ing Tedd ing ton , even if it means de lay ing 
the sports cen t re r e d e v e l o p m e n t . 

Desp i t e the fact that in sen ior Co l 
l ege circles the sale is apparent ly seen as 
" inev i tab le" , M r M u r r a y is k e e n to po int 
out that the exact s h a p e of fu ture sports 
prov is ions is still unc lear , w i th his depart 
men t current ly " inves t igat ing all op t i ons 
o p e n to the C o l l e g e to rat ional ise sports 
g r o n d p rov i s i on . . . t hese i n c l u d e d the 
possibil ity that an entirely n e w g round be 
f o u n d c loser to t h e C o l l e g e to rep lace 
o n e or m o r e o f our ex is t ing faci l i t ies". 
I ndeed the onc-b ig-ground c o n c e p t is a 
part icular favour i te o f M r Murray ' s , and 
is yet a n o t h e r r e a son w h y T e d d i n g t o n is 
far m o r e l ikely to b e so ld t han C o b h a m , 
as the f o r m e r of fers n o s c o p e for e x p a n 
s ion , w h e r e a s the latter c o u l d potent ia l ly 
b e c o m e a very la rge site v i a the pur
chase of the p lay ing f ie lds currently used 
by GKT M e d i c a l S choo l (they t oo are in 
the p rocess o f ra t iona l i s ing sport provi 
s i on , and a sale is e x p e c t e d to take place 
s o o n ) . 

S o u t h s i d e B a r r e d 
Res idents o f S o u t h s i d e hal ls c a m e b a c k 
f r o m the Easter ho l idays to f ind m a n y o f 
the i r w i n d o w s had b e e n b a r r e d . T h e 
a l t e r a t i o n , d e s i g n e d t o p r e v e n t r es i 
dents f r o m t h r o w i n g i t e m s ou t o f t h e 
w i n d o w , w a s carr ied out by Estates over 
the v a c a t i o n , w i t h w o r k b e i n g c o m 
pleted the day be fo re s tudents re tu rned . 

The m o v e w a s a r e s p o n s e to var ious 
inc idents over the last f e w years , a n d in 
particular last te rm, in w h i c h nea rby res
idents have s u f f e r e d near-misses f r o m 
i t ems b e i n g t h r o w n o u t o f hal l w i n 
d o w s . The i s sue c a m e to a h e a d last 
t e r m , w i t h b o t h ICU P re s i den t D a v i d 
He l la rd a n d the D i rec tor o f Estates, Ian 
Ca ldwe l l , w a r n i n g a b o u t the d a m a g e 
d o n e to the co l lege ' s reputa t ion by s u c h 
a c t i on . 

In terest ing ly , t h e s t u d e n t s at t h e 
centre of the most recent inc iden t w e r e 
f o u n d not gui l ty at a c o l l e g e t r i buna l 
a n d , a c c o r d i n g to Dr Hassa rd , W a r d e n 
o f T i zza rd Ha i l , n o n e o f t h o s e imp l i -
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ca t ed in p r e v i ous i n c i den t s have b e e n 
hall r e s iden t s . In fact in t h e last t w o 
cases it has b e e n s t u d e n t s that have 

Bo l t ed , but not b l o c k e d 
Pho to : Rachel 

h e l p e d t r a c k e d d o w n t h e gui l ty par t ies . 
The re are p r o b l e m s w i th the ac t i on , 

howeve r . The r o o m s in ques t i on t end to 
o v e r h e a t , pa r t i cu l a r l y at th is t i m e o f 

year . To c o m b a t this fans have b e e n 
instal led in all o f the af fected rooms . I ur-
t h e r m o r e , a l t h o u g h t h e o p e n i n g o f the 
w i n d o w s has b e e n sever ly res t r i c ted , 
there is still a large e n o u g h gap to t h r o w 
objec ts out of: Dr Hassard a g r e e d , c o m 
m e n t i n g "I h o p e p e o p l e d o n ' t test it 
out" . T h e s e p r o b l e m s , c o u p l e d w i t h a n 
a p p a r e n t lack of s tuden t c o n s u l t a t i o n 
c o n c e r n i n g t h e s c h e m e , have r a i s ed 
d o u b t s as to the jus t i f i ca t ion a n d e f f e c 
t i v eness o f t h e i dea . O n e s t u d e n t c o m 
m e n t e d "we have d o n e n o t h i n g , but a re 
b e i n g b l a m e d a n y w a y . It m a k e s y o u 
w i s h y o u l ived in you r o w n flat." 

Wh i l e d e n o u n c i n g those w h o th rew 
i t ems out o f hall w i n d o w s , an ac t i on h e 
f o u n d " tota l ly i n c o m p r e h e n s i b l e " , Dr 
Hassa rd e x p r e s s e d c o n c e r n over c o l 
l ege ' s motives,- "I h o p e no o n e ' s imp ly 
i n g ou r s t u d e n t s can ' t b e t r u s t e d " . 
W h e t h e r or not they a re to b l a m e , it 
a p p e a r s that it is S o u t h s i d e r es iden ts 
that a re b e i n g p u n i s h e d . 
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Accommodation's Adverse Advice 
By David Roberts 

A n a l l e g e d i n c i d e n t in t h e C o l l e g e ' s 
A c c o m m o d a t i o n C e n t r e h a s t h r o w n 
t h e n e w , m u c h p u b l i c i s e d , ' s t u d e n t 
f r i end ly ' d r i v e i n to a s s i s t a n c e w i t h p r i 
va te s e c to r a c c o m m o d a t i o n i n t o s ta rk 
re l ief . 

A g r o u p o f s t u d e n t s l o o k i n g for 
s o m e w h e r e to l ive next y ea r n o t i c e d 
the i r cu r r en t h o u s e ( w h i c h c a n n o t b e 
i d e n t i f i e d for l ega l r e a s o n s ) l i s ted in 
the C e n t r e ' s l ists - at £90 p e r w e e k , 
c o m p a r e d to t h e £65 pe r w e e k t h e y 
a rc p a y i n g at p r e sen t . U n d e r s t a n d a b l y 
i n t r i g u e d to d i s c o v e r t h e r e a s o n s 
b e h i n d th is 4 0 % i n c r e a s e , t h e y a s k e d 
the m e m b e r o f s ta f f o n d u t y if t h e y 
k n e w a n y t h i n g a b o u t it - a n d w e r e 
s h o c k e d w h e n t h e y w e r e i n f o r m e d 
that the C o l l e g e " r e c o m m e n d e d that 
the l and l o rd i n c r e a s e d he r rent to £90, 
as the p r e s e n t c h a r g e w a s far t o o l o w 
a n d d o e s n ' t r e p r e s e n t t h e m a r k e t 
v a l u e " . 

I g n o r i n g q u e s t i o n s o v e r w h e t h e r 
£90 a w e e k for a r o o m in Wes t B romp-
t o n d o e s a c t u a l l y r e p r e s e n t m a r k e t 
v a l ue , e ve r y s e n i o r f i g u r e q u e s t i o n e d 
has v i e w e d th is i n c i d e n t as a s h o c k i n g 
i n d i c t m e n t o f t h e A c c o m m o d a t i o n 
O f f i c e ' s a t t i t u d e t o w a r d s t u d e n t h o u s 
i ng - pa r t i cu la r l y as t h e r u n n i n g o f t h e 
o f f i c e is p a i d for ou t o f Ha l l f e e s ( ie by 
the s t u d e n t s ) a n d no t by a n y f o r m o f 
c o m m i s s i o n f r o m l a n d l o r d s . A l t e r n a 
tively, f r o m a s i m p l e f i n a n c i a l o u t l o o k , 
a s s u m i n g e a c h s t u d e n t a c c e p t s a stan-
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da rd n i n e - m o n t h let, th is adv i c e s t ands 
to c o s t e a c h r e s i d e n t in t h e h o u s e 
c o n c e r n e d a m a s s i v e £950 in t h e next 
a c a d e m i c year . 

M o r e o v e r , as t h e C o l l e g e d o e s not 
p r o v i d e a n y v e t t i n g s e r v i c e ( i n s t e a d 
s i m p l y p r o v i d i n g r e g u l a r l y u p d a t e d 
l ists, a d v i c e a n d i n f o r m a t i o n ) t h e s t u 
d e n t s c o n c e r n e d w e r e s u r p r i s e d that 
t h e a c c o m m o d a t i o n staf f f ee l they can 
o f f e r a n y a d v i c e o n p r i c es , c o m m e n t 
i n g tha t " s u g g e s t i n g p r i c e s w i t h o u t 
v i e w i n g t h e p r o p e r t y w o u l d s e e m to 
b e a c o m p l e t e lo t te ry " . 

W h e t h e r th i s ' a d v i c e ' r e p r e s e n t s 
s t a n d a r d po l i c y , or is t h e resul t o f t h e 
a c t i o n s o f o n e r o g u e m e m b e r o f 
a c c o m m o d a t i o n s ta f f , is at p r e s e n t 
u n k n o w n . 
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NEED SPACE ? 
One cubic metre available-
Less than £100pw lexc bills) 
Renew your contract for only a 
40 rent increase ' 
While boxes last' 

Pm-He housing office 15 Pmios's Vzntem 
e mat! pnvate hottslogi&fcac ub 
tel. 0171 SS494J? Of 0171 5S4 

Imperial Second Best 
Imper ia l C o l l e g e is n o w t h e s e c o n d 
best univers i ty in t h e count ry , a c c o r d i n g 
to the ever re l iable T imes l e a g u e tab les . 
The l e a g u e t ab le , p u b l i s h e d o n Ihurs-
day 23 A p r i l , r e v e a l e d that O x f o r d has 
fa l l en in to third p l a ce , w i t h C a m b r i d g e 
k e e p i n g t h e t o p spo t . 

Imper i a l w o n t h r o u g h t h a n k s to 
g o o d s c o r e s in t h e t e a c h i n g a s s e s s 
m e n t ca tegory , t h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t rat
i n g in t h e t a b l e , a n d r e d u c e d 
C a m b r i d g e ' s l ead f r o m last year . M e a n 
w h i l e O x f o r d is n o w o n l y o n e p o i n t 
a h e a d o f fou r th p lace L o n d o n S c h o o l o f 
E c o n o m i c s . Sir R o n a l d O x b u r g h , Rec tor 
o f Imper ia l C o l l e g e , w a s q u o t e d as say
i ng he w a s "p leasant l y s u r p r i s e d " at t h e 
result, pu t t ing Ox fo rd ' s d e c l i n e d o w n to 
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a n i n a b i l i t y t o r e f o r m ( s o m e t h i n g , 
a p p a r e n t l y , Imper ia l has e x c e l l e d in). 

Imper ia l a l so t o p p e d t h e t ab le in 
t h e s t a f f i ng leve ls a n d faci l i ty f u n d i n g 
ca t ego r i e s , r e f l e c t i ng t h e h u g e a m o u n t 
o f m o n e y spen t by the co l l ege in recent 
yea rs . Un i ve r s i t y C o l l e g e L o n d o n w a s 
f i f th , w i t h the S c h o o l o f O r i en t a l a n d 
A f r i c a n s t u d i e s c o m i n g s ix th , m e a n i n g 
that L o n d o n c o l l e g e s took two thirds of 
t h e t o p six p l aces . 

T h e rest o f t h e T i m e s t ab l e w a s 
fairly p r e d i c t a b l e , w i t h E d i n b u r g h still 
t o p o f t h e S co t t i sh u n i v e r s i t i e s a n d 
O x f o r d B rookes still a h e a d in the fo rmer 

p o l y t e c h n i c s , c o m i n g a h e a d o f seve ra l 
o f the ' t r ad i t i ona l ' i ns t i tu t ions . 

W i th s u c h a d i ve r se r a n g e o f u n i 
vers i t ies a n d a c a d e m i c d i s c i p l i n e s rep 
r e s e n t e d in t h e t ab l es , it is d i f f i cu l t to 
j u d g e the i r t rue v a l ue . O n e c a t e g o r y 
that is m i s s i n g , a n d w h i c h m a n y s tu 
d e n t s w o u l d c o n s i d e r re levant to u n i 
vers i ty ra t ings , is s t u d e n t sa t i s f a c t i on 
w i t h the i r i n s t i t u t i o n . I n d e e d , m a n y 
w o u l d a rgue that this is the mos t impor 
tant c r i te r ia to j u d g e a un ive rs i t y by. 

It is un l i ke l y that Imper ia l w i l l b e 
a b l e to t ake the top spo t f r o m C a m 
b r i d g e in the f o r e s e e a b l e fu ture , but all 
e yes wi l l b e o n LSE a n d O x f o r d next 
yea r to s e e w h i c h o f t h e m wi l l t a k e 
th i rd p l a ce . 

issue 1143 
4 May 1999 

Editor: Ed Sexton 
Assistant Editor & Films: David Roberts 
Arts & Books Editor: H e l e n a C o c h e m e 

G a m e s Editor: Gary Smith 
C l u b s c e n e : G i les M o r r i s o n , 

G u r m i n d e r M a r w a h a & Joel Lewis 
Sports Editor: G u s Paul 

Pho tograph i c Editor: Jonas Lindsay 

Is your 
pint really 
necessary?\ 

K O S O V O 

A P P E A L 
0870 60 60 900 

Collection box in the Felix Office! 

j|p:;::;j; : i~ ; ' • :; 

Felix, Beit Quad , Prince Consort Road, London SW7 2BB Internal tel: 58072 Internal fax: 48072 External tel & fax: 0171 594 8072 URL: www.su.ic.ac.uk/Felix E-mail: felix@ic.ac.uk 
Printed at M C P Litho Limited, Units B2 & B3, Hatton Square, 16 -16a Baldwins Gardens, London EC1N 7RJ Felix is a registered newspaper : ISSN 1040 - 0711 
Felix is p roduced for and on behalf of Imperial Co l lege Un ion Publication Board. Copyright © Felix 1999. Photographic copyrights remain with photographers. 

http://www.su.ic.ac.uk/Felix
mailto:felix@ic.ac.uk


4 May 1999 News 

IC Radio RSL 

Imperial C o l l e g e Radio have h a d the i r 
a p p l i c a t i o n for a Res t r i c t ed Se r v i ce 
L icense, w h i c h w o u l d have e n a b l e d the 
stat ion to b roadcas t o n F M for the first 
f e w w e e k s o f t e rm , t u r n e d d o w n . This 

• was apparent l y d u e to an app l i c a t i on for 
the s a m e slot, m a d e severa l m o n t h s a g o 
by ano the r o rgan i sa t i on . A l t h o u g h d is 
a p p o i n t e d , IC Radio wi l l c o n t i n u e to l o o k 
for the oppo r tun i t y to ob ta in a n RSL in 
the future . 

Comedy Interlude 

This Friday, 7 May , sees the 1999 Dai ly 
Te legraph O p e n M i c A w a r d s S e m i Finals 
c o m e to ICU. The semi-f inals are the c l i 
max in the c o m e d y n ights o r g a n i s e d at 
s tudents ' u n i o n s t h r o u g h o u t the a c a d e 
mic year. F rom the sixty contestants c o m 
pet ing , t en wi l l b e c h o s e n to g o t h r o u g h 
to the G r and Final, he ld at the Ed inburgh 
Festival in Augus t . The w i n n e r rece i ves 
£2000, a n d m o r e impor tant l y t h e c h a n c e 
to appear at a se lec t ion o f c o m e d y c lubs 
and festivals. 

The other semi-finals are b e i n g he ld 
at s tudent u n i o n s a r o u n d t h e coun t r y 
t h r o u g h o u t M a y . E d i n b u r g h , W a r w i c k 

In bi 
a n d L iverpool Gu i ld are hos t i ng the c o m 
pet i t ion this w e e k , a l o n g w i th Imperia l , 
w i t h Card i f f o n 9 M a y a n d Brune i o n 13 
M a y c o m p l e t i n g the l ist ings. 

Summerball Update 

Last w e e k ' s art icle c o n c e r n i n g the S u m 
m e r Ball ( "Success for IC's S e c o n d Ball", 
Felix 1142), w h i c h stated that t ickets w e n t 
o n sa le o n Friday 30 M a y , w a s incorrect . 
The da te s h o u l d have b e e n Friday 30 
Apr i l , m e a n i n g that t ickets are o n sale 
n o w , f r o m t h e U n i o n O f f i c e (£55 for s tu 
den ts , £65 for staff). It w o u l d b e he lp fu l 
for the o rgan i se rs if s tudents d e c i d e d 
w h o they w a n t to sit w i th b e f o r e they 
b o o k t ickets. 

Sunday Studies 

T h e r e a re p l ans to o p e n the Cen t ra l 
Library o n Sundays for IC s tudents only . 
The a r r a n g e m e n t is set to start early next 
m o n t h in o rde r to cover the examina t ion 
p e r i o d . The p roposa l is current ly b e i n g 
p r o c e s s e d a n d it is l ikely the n e w o p e n 
i n g t i m e s wi l l last unti l the e n d o f this 
t e rm a n d then b e re- implemented for the 
n e w a c a d e m i c year. 

Circle Line Closure 

For those o f you w h o don't already know, 
t h e c i rc le l ine is g o i n g to b e c l o s e d 
b e t w e e n H i g h Street K e n s i n g t o n a n d 
G louces te r Road for m u c h o f the s u m 
mer . The n i n e w e e k s o f e n g i n e e r i n g 
w o r k s b e g i n s o n 12 June, last ing until 15 
Augus t , a n d is necessa ry to s t r eng then 
the tunne l that runs b e t w e e n the two sta
t ions . The w o r k wi l l a l so a f fect o the r ser
v ices b e t w e e n H i g h Street K e n s i n g t o n 
a n d Edgware Road , a l t h o u g h bus ser
v i ces s h o u l d be i n c resed to m i n i m i s e 
the d i s rup t ion . 

ICSM Football Finish 3rd 

F o l l o w i n g o n f r o m last w e e k ' s reve la 
t ions abou t the ICSM Footbal l Firsts b e i n g 
s t r ipped o f their First D iv is ion title, the 
results o f the a p p e a l have n o w c o m e to 
l ight. ICSM a p p e a l e d o n t h e g r o u n d s 
that they h a d b e e n i n f o r m e d that Dr 
H o u g h t o n w a s e l ig ib le for registrat ion, as 
he is a research s tudent . I l owever , UL 
have d e c i d e d that he is, n o n e t h e l e s s , 
ine l l igb le for se l ec t i on , a n d their o r ig ina l 
d e c i s i o n - w h i c h leaves ICSM in th i rd , 
w i th GKT t ak ing t h e title a n d p r o m o t i o n 
- has b e e n u p h e l d . 

Pugwash Comes to IC 

A n o w soc ie ty at Imperia l , S tudent 
P u g w a s h , are h o l d i n g their first m e e t i n g 
this week . Pugwash is a wel l-known inter
na t i ona l o r g a n i s a t i o n c o n c e r n e d w i th 
g loba l p r o b l e m s a n d soc ia l a n d ethica l 
issues. It e n c o u r a g e s scient ists a n d eng i 
neers to take respons ib i l i t y for their o w n 
a c t i o n s . P u g w a s h , a n d its p r e s i d e n t 
J oseph Rotblat, rece ived the N o b e l Peace 
Pr ize in 1995 for the i r ef forts towards 
nuclear d i s a rmamen t . J oseph Rotblat will 
g ive the first l ec ture at the IC g r o u p . 

Fhe IC g r o u p a ims to raise awareness 
o f ou r respons ib i l i t y to he lp r e d u c e a n d , 
w h e n poss ib l e , e l im ina t e the actual and 
potent ia l ha rmfu l ef fects o f scienti f ic and 
t e c h n o l o g i c a l r esearch . A reas that wil l 
b e d i s cussed in this a n d fu ture mee t i ngs 
i n c lude a rms con t ro l a n d d i s a rmamen t , 
sus ta inab le e n v i r o n m e n t s a n d other e th 
ical i ssues. For m o r e i n fo rma t i on o n the 
internat ional o rgan isa t ion , see www.pug- 
w a s h . o r g , Ihe IC m e e t i n g wi l l be this 
Thursday (6 M a y ) at 1 p m in the B rown 
C o m m i t t e e R o o m (third f loor of the 
U n i o n ) , l o r m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n contact 
Cars t cn o n x46676 or ema i l student-pug-
wash@ic .ac .uk . 

just pop down to tower records on 
kensington high st. and produce 
your Union card at the counter. 

•offer ends 30/06/99. 
•exc ludes a l ready d i s counted sa le product , 
•offer app l ies to the kens ington store only. 

http://www.pug-
http://wash.org
mailto:wash@ic.ac.uk
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Does Southside Shop cost more than Harrods? 
by Ed Sexton 

There is an o ld Imperial myth that South-
s ide Shop , w h i c h has recent l y s tar ted 
desc r ib ing itself as a "min i supermarke t " , 
is more expens i ve than the mos t f a m o u s 
and luxur ious s h o p in t h e w o r l d . But is 
there any Iruth in the cla ims? 

Certa inly _ 
S o u t h s i d e S h o p : ' * | . 

• • 
f ind out how 
e x p e n s i v e , w e 
c o m p a r e d t h e * * ^ggtitibk 
prices of var ious 
c o m m o n g r o 
ce r i es a n d 
snacks to t h o s e 
f o u n d in t w o 
major supe rmar 
kets , a n d Lords 
on kn igh tsb r idgc , a c o m m o n night s tore 
for res idents o f Pr inces G a r d e n s . 

The d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n the new l y 
o p e n e d Wa i t rose o n G l o u c e s t e r Road 
a n d Sa insburys is m i n i m a l - W a i t r o s e 
costs about 3 % m o r e , o n average . South-
s ide Shop is a b o u t 3 0 % m o r e e x p e n s i v e 
than Sainsburys, w i th Lords c o m i n g in at 

Southside Shop - not 

4 6 % . The p r o b l e m is that Souths ide Shop 
is on l y o p e n 8 a m to 7 p m M o n d a y to f r i 
day, 10am to 3 .30pm o n Saturday, a n d 
isn't o p e n at all o n Sundays . Lords, o f 
cou rse , is o p e n all hours , a n d Sainsburys 
isn't far b e h i n d , only c l o s ing o n Saturday 

" • 1 S u n d a y 
n igh t s . |ust l o 

; the record , Har-

• . . . - • l o r a p i n l ol milk, 
'. ' ' and their cheap-

I,....! : u ' i , 

So it s e e m s 
t h e Imper ia l 
myth is n o t h i n g 
m o r e t han that. 
For a s h o p that is 

c h e a p , but not tres cher 
Photo: Rachel 

on ly o p e n M o n d a y to Saturday dayt imes, 
however , Souths ide is still very expens i ve 
- a n d hardly w h a t o n e expec ts in a "min i 
supe rmarke t " . Interestingly, the re w a s 
o n e i t em that w a s m o r e expens i v e at 
S o u t h s i d e t han in Har rods ; butter . So 
the re is a sliver o f truth in that myth 
after all . . . 

The Felix Price Comparison 

Sainsburys Waitrose Southside Shop Lords 

1.5 Litre Coke 97p 97p 99p 139p 
McVities Biscuits 97p 89p 160p 139p 
McCoys Crisps 32p 32p 38p 49p 
Can of Soft Drink 42p 42p 50p 49p 
Chocolate Bar 30p 30p 35p 39p 
Heinz Soup 47p 47p 62p 79p 
Heinz Beans (1S0g) 25p 25p 31p 45p 
Baked Beans (420g) 23p 35p 30p 59p 
Nescafe (100g) 189p 189p 199p 319p 
Nescafe (200g) 369p 369p 525p 572p 
Tet!eyTeabags(40) 75p 99p 79p 79p 
Washing Powder 229p ' 229p 269p 279p 
Sliced White Bread 39p 39p 85p 85p 
Cheese Sandwich 115p 129p 120p 125p 
BLT Sandwich 149p 159p 160p 169p 
Pint of Milk 27p 27p 40p 43p 
Butter 75p 75p 130p 99p 
Cornflakes (500g) 99p 109p 165p 189p 
Prlngles 129p 129p 159p 169p 
Sugar (1kg) 5.5p 55p 99p 109p 

TOTALS £19.43 £20.05 £25.35 £28.35 

M c K i n s e y & C o m p a n y 
M A N A G E M E N T C O N S U L T A N T S 

Are you a post-graduate student thinking of moving into business? 

Would you like coaching from experienced business consultants to 
develop your CV and interview skills? 

McKinsey & Company invites you to a workshop on 
Friday, 28 May from 10.00am to 3.00pm 

in central London 

To apply for a place please send your CV, with full academic history, extracurricular interests 
and telephone number or email address, to Julia Craik, McKinsey & Company 

No. 1, JermynSt, London SW1Y 4UTL or Julia_Craik@mckinsey.comby 19 May 

For further inforrnation about McKinsey & Co, please ask your Careers Service for a copy of our brochure, 
or visit our websites at www.irckirtsey.corn.or www.mckinsey.co.uk 

mailto:Julia_Craik@mckinsey.com
http://www.irckirtsey.corn.or
http://www.mckinsey.co.uk


O P E N - M I C S E M I F I N A L 
l O A C T S 

P L U S C O M P E R E 

C H R I S A D D I S O N 

£ 2 / £ 2 . 5 Q d B s . 8 p m 

E v e r y T h u r s d a y f r o m 5 p m 
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Letters & Small Ads 4 May 1999 

Caldwell Investments 
Sir, 

I not i ce f r o m the f inanc ia l p a g e s o f t h e 
pape r s that t h e c o m p a n y " C a l d w e l l 
Investments" m a d e a loss this year . A re 
y o u surpr ised? 

Yours fa i thfu l ly 

N Royall 
M a t h s Dep t Staff 

PS M y share portfol io s h o w e d a profit 
o f 5 0 % for t h e last f inanc ia l year . 

Perhaps you should be seeking a Job in 
the higher floors of Sheffield... - Ed 

Summer Ball Update 
Dear f e l l ow s tudents , 

In an i m p r o v e m e n t o f last year 's S u m m e r 
Ball, t he 1999 even t wi l l be h e l d o n the 
last day o f t e rm , Friday 25th June . T ickets 
are avai lable n o w f r o m the U n i o n O f f i ce , 
for m o r e deta i ls k e e p a n eye out for our 
posters . To any o f y o u w h o are still indif 
fe rent , G l a s t o n b u r y ' s p r o d u c t i o n s p e 
cialists are pu t t i ng o n t h e l ight s h o w , 
n e e d w e say m o r e ! 

The p e o p l e b e h i n d t h e s c e n e s are 
students like yourse lves , w h o really w a n t 
to f in ish the year a n d m i l l e n i u m w i t h a 
m e m o r a b l e party. I w o u l d like to take this 
oppor tun i t y to e n c o u r a g e a n y o n e w h o 
fee ls l ike t h e c h a l l e n g e next year to get 
in t ouch . W e w o u l d b e on ly t o o h a p p y to 
s h o w y o u exact ly w h a t we ' r e d o i n g a n d 
o f cou r se there ' s still t he c h a n c e to ge t 
invo lved this year, s h o u l d y o u have t h e 
t ime . 

InsomnlaZine 
InsomniaZ ine is a n irreverent m i s h m a s h 
of p o p cul ture , h ip h o p , b o o k s , c o m i c s , 
lo-fi, f i lm, a n d lots of o ther bits to k e e p 
you e n t e r t a i n e d t h r o u g h t h e n igh t . 
Based in L o n d o n , we ' ve a lso got a direc
tory o f c lubs, v enues , bars a n d an exten 
sive L o n d o n l ist ings s e c t i on . 

www.lnsomnIazlne.co.uk 

Wednesday 12 May 
From Machine to Music 
Jonathan Harvey talks a b o u t his m u s i c 
invo lv ing e lec t ron ics , w i th i l lustrat ions. ' 

Haldane Collection, Central Library 

Level 1 at 18.45. 

All welcome. 

This year w e have t h e potent ia l to 
ho ld the largest s tudent event in L o n d o n , 
so let's m a k e it a success . 

Here ' s to s e e i n g out t h e m i l l e n i u m 
in sty le! 

N i ck Gri f f i th 
S u m m e r Ball T e a m 
summer.ball@lc.ac.uk 

O h yes, a n d w a t c h out for the Jelly 
Belly's c o m i n g to an e x a m hall near y o u 
s o o n . 

ICSM Summer Ball 
Dear Felix, 

T h e l ead ar t i c le o n 26/4/99 in Felix 
c l a i m e d that the re is a sour re la t ionsh ip 
b e t w e e n t h e IC a n d ICSM S u m m e r Ball 
O rgan i s e r s a n d that they are in f ie rce 
c o m p e t i t i o n . F rom m y point o f v iew, that 
is not the case at all a n d there is no n e e d 
for any a n i m o s i t y at .all. The ICSM S u m 
mer Ball is o n the 24th o f June to co-ordi
nate w i th Exam results and not to spark 
any c o m p e t i t i o n for t icket sales. O u r ball 
is for ICSM, it is a i m e d at M e d i c a l Stu
den t s , w e are adve r t i s i ng on l y in t h e 
hosp i ta l a n d the BMS , h o l d i n g it at a 
M e d i c s v e n u e a n d f o l l o w i n g the t rad i 
t ions o f a l o n g l o n g history o f St Mary ' s 
a n d C h a r i n g C ross S u m m e r Balls. I 
be l i e ve I speak for the majori ty o f M e d 
ical S tudents in say ing that if they are 
g o i n g to a s u m m e r ball it will be the ICSM 
event . T h o s e first years , the on l y s tu 
den t s b a s e d at IC, w h o regard t h e m 
se lves as part o f the M e d S choo l wi l l 
j o i n t h e rest o f us o n 24th o f June , t h o s e 
w h o don ' t , won ' t a n d I d o be l i eve t hey 
are t h e on l y g r o u p w i th a dec i s i on to 
m a k e . O f course , if a n y o n e has e n o u g h 

Funmail 
Are y o u ©mashed.co.uk at the w e e k 

e n d s a n d t h e n @skint .co .uk a n d 
@burn tou t . co .uk d u r i n g the week ? 

Your alter e g o can n o w be revea led by 
ema i l a n d for FREE thanks to Funma i l , 

t h e web-based e m a i l serv ice . 
Choose your own domain name from 

a selection of over 2500! 

www.flinmall.co.uk/0171 7341133 

Veg Veg 
A n e w C h i n e s e restaurant spec ia l i s ing 

in o rgan i c v e g a n c o o k i n g . 
O u t s i d e ca te r i ng ava i lab le 

Three cou rse mea l ava i lab le for 

£12.50 
8 Egerton Garden Mews, SW3 

(nearHarrods)-0171 589 3282 

o f the i r S tuden t Loan left t h e y c o u l d 
c o m e to bo th a n d have a fantast ic 36 
hours par ty ing! 

Ben M a r s h 
ICSM S u m m e r Ball Cha i r 

I don't think we claimed there Is a sour 
relationship - merely that It Is a "con
tentious Issue". This Is true, as your letter 
makes It quite clear that first years medics 
have "a decision to make", and obviously 
both balls would like their patronage. As 
the balls are so close together. It's 
unlikely many will go to both (which Is 
not the same as saying the unfortunate 
timing is deliberate). Both Presidents 
agree and accept that most medics will 
go to ICSM's, except maybe first years. 
"First years... who regard themselves as 
part of the Med School" will go to the 
ICSM ball - does this mean that those 
medics who choose to go to the IC ball 
instead are not, in your view, 'faithful' 
members of ICSM? - Ed 

A Threat or a Plea? 
This is a reply to t h e letter wr i t ten in the 
last ed i t i on t i t led "I w a n t this m a n ! " 
" H m m m m , d o y o u really w a n t me?" 

Dear w h o e v e r , 
The first t h i n g that c a m e into m y 

m i n d w h e n I read that letter was WHY? 
I m e a n why , after j o i n i n g the h u g e list o f 
p e o p l e t o s e e m y w e b p a g e ( the 
majority of w h o m haven't b e e n g iven the 
address by myself , but j e a l ous f r i ends 
w h o w a n t e v e r y o n e to take t h e piss!), 
w o u l d s o m e o n e take the t roub le to wri te 
a letter l ike that a n d del iver it to t h e Felix 
off ice? A n d t h e n leave a p h o n e n u m b e r 
that doesn ' t wo rk ! I'm to ld the re w e r e 

Picture Framers 
The Carsel Gallery 

Proprietor Carl Selfe 

42 Glynde Road, Bexleyheath, Kent 
0181 303 4478 

Computer Help & Tuition 
H a v i n g p r o b l e m s w i th your c o m p u t e r 

or c o m p u t i n g course? 
Friendly he lp a n d tuit ion by IC graduate 

Call James on 0181 378 5442 

Bicycle Hospital 
Bikes for sale. Spares and repairs. 

Call James on 0181 378 5442 

James@rlcenet.freeserve.co.uk 

t h r ee o f y o u (2 guys a n d a girl) w h o 
w e n t to g ive it i n . 

I c an on l y d r a w t w o logica l c o n c l u 
s ions a b o u t y o u : 

1. You are a b u n c h o f sad , lonely, 
t w i s t e d a n d p a t h e t i c i nd i v i dua l s w h o 
have n o t h i n g bet ter to d o other than 
harass u p s t a n d i n g m e m b e r s o f Co l l ege 
like mysel f , bu i l d u p thei r h o p e s on l y to 
b r eak the i r hear ts , y o u nasty r oden t s 
m a k e m e sick! 

2. You are a girl w h o has fa l len for 
m e B O L L O C K S ! I'm not e ven g o i n g 
to carry o n w i t h th is o n e b e c a u s e that 
k i n d a stuf f h a p p e n s in m y d reams , after 
s tudy ing at Imper ia l for nearly t w o years 
I k n o w it ain't g o n n a h a p p e n for real ! I 
m e a n , there ' s a little bit o f m e h o p i n g 
that its t rue but l o o k at it f r o m m y point 
o f v i e w a n d you' l l unde rs tand w h y I don't 
be l i e ve a s ing le t h i n g y o u w ro t e ! 

I have ca l l ed in m y n e t w o r k o f sp ies 
to hunt y o u d o w n a n d s ince the start of 
t e rm, t hese t ra ined predators have b e e n 
w o r k i n g non-stop to track y o u an ima ls 
d o w n , so w a t c h you r f i l thy backs, e ven 
as you read this B O O ! Just test ing, but 
trust m e , y o u wi l l be f o u n d a n d dealt 
w i th , severe ly . 

All that I o f fe r y o u n o w is a chal 
l enge , w h y don ' t y o u coward l y beasts 
s top h id ing beh ind your letters, c o m e out 
into the o p e n a n d s h o w us w h a t you ' re 
m a d e , of, C O M E ' O N , I DARE 
Y O U not sca red n o w , are you? 
H a h a h a h a h a ! 

Yours forever , 

Da r shan (By t h e way , it must have 
b e e n really di f f icul t to read m y n a m e on 
m y w e b p a g e a n d t h e n spe l l it w r o n g in 
the letter) I )TWATS! ) 

P.S. If e v e r y o n e e lse w a n t s to k n o w 
w h a t t h e f u s s is a b o u t , g o to 
ht tp ://www.ee . l c .ac .uk/eee2pro j/dsa97 

Deadline for letters for 
is 12noon Wednesday. 
Please Include the words 

'Letter for Publication' In 

the header of letters. 

Letters may be edited for 

length, but will not be altered 

in any other way. Letters need 

not be s igned, but a swipe 

card must be shown when 

submitt ing anonymous letters. 

http://www.lnsomnIazlne.co.uk
mailto:summer.ball@lc.ac.uk
http://co.uk
http://co.uk
http://www.flinmall.co.uk/0171
mailto:James@rlcenet.freeserve.co.uk
http://www.ee.lc.ac.uk/eee2proj/dsa97
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To Regulate or Not? 

The complete lack of news this week 
(come on, you don't really expect me to 
talk about sports grounds at this time in 
the morning, do you?) has forced me to 
look elsewhere for inspiration for this 
column. And, fortunately, I didn't have 
to look far - as far as Darshan's website, 
in fact (see last letter opposite). Ignor
ing for the moment the somewhat ego
tistical content of said site (in fact, let's 
ignore it all together), and without any 
comment on the designer's HTML skills, 
browsing through the pages reminded 
me of a subject that has received little 
attention in Felix; the regulation of the 
Internet. 

Recent events across the Pond 
have led to many clamouring for tighter 
regulation of information on the inter
net. After all, we all know that you can 
find cake, love and bomb making man
uals on the web - and so can your kids. 
Admittedly regulation is getting better, 
and Internet Explorer 5 has a whole 
range of options to prevent unautho
rised access to certain sites, but it is up 
to the computer administrator to 
enforce these rules. Given that most 
kids know more about the family PC 
than their parents, it is not really a 
viable solution. 

What I dislike most is the argument 
that it must be the kids who are 
screwed up, and it Is not the fault of the 
Internet or anyone else. Why can't we 
just accept that humans are naturally 
inquisitive, especially when young, and 
have a tendency towards violence and 
'moral' wrong? Show teenagers how to 
make a bomb, they'll do it. Give stu
dents a gun, they'll use it. Comments 
please. 

Is it Right to have Rights? 

Another angle on the high-school 
killings is the fallacy of a bill of rights, 
for a long time I was very keen on the 
idea, and couldn't believe Britain didn't 
have an equivalent, but I've changed 
my mind. Consider this. When the Con
stitution was drawn up it seemed per
fectly sensible that every American 
should have the right to defend his 
home - in those days homes needed 
defending, and even the most peace
ful family would be advised to keep a 
gun handy. 

Two centuries on, however, that 
need has diminished, and the ease 
with which guns can be purchased is 
certainly not good for social cohesion. 
Yet America is tied to an outdated con

stitution, which can be quoted by every 
gun fanatic as a basic human right, 
making it very difficult to pass amend
ments and change the status quo. It 
may seem a good idea to draw up 
some basic moral rights that will hold 
for all time, but it is actually shooting 
yourself in the foot (no pun intended). 
For what is morally right for one society 
at one time is not right for all societies 
at all times - and clearly the use (and 
misuse) of guns In America is not good 
for anyone, except gun shop owners. 

In the News this Week... 

Well, it seems there was some news 
after all. Commlsserations to IC Radio 
for not obtaining their one month FM 
license -1 hope that it will not dissuade 
future committees from re-applying. As 
for the windows in Southside halls, this 
does seem a little draconian, and some
what pointless. Given that it is not gen
erally the student residents that have 
been at fault, and that you can still 
throw stuff out of them, I see little 
virtue in barring them. The total cost of 
the operation, Including the fans, must 
be enormous. Perhaps a poster cam
paign around hall, with the words 
'Those found throwing items out of 

windows will be fined £500' w o u l d be 
more effective. If you were going to d o 
it, it would have been nice to consult 
the students before hand. 

A small plug next, for the Open 
Mic Semis this friday. It should be a 
good evening, with a decent slice of 
comedy, so I would recommend it to all 
and sundry. Telegraph and other jour
nalists will be there, which obviously Is 
a plus point for us here in the felix 
Office, and the evening looks like being 
highly enjoyable. 

In the News next Week... 

I completely forgot to mention it last 
week, but Saturday May 1 was the 
Cannabis Coalition's protest march from 
Brixton Hill to Clapham Common (no, 
the irony of that sentence isn't lost on 
me either). Anyway, I hope anyone that 
went enjoyed themselves, as well as 
getting involved in the serious debates 
that were going on - there'll be a full 
report in next week's news (assuming, 
that is, that I remember to write it). If 
you did go, and have any cool photos 
of the afternoon, I would like to hear 
from you, preferably before this 
Wednesday evening. Anonymity pre
served, of course... - Ed 

Tickets are available NOW! from the union office 
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Will Sheffield have a Ball? 

O h, y o u ' r e back , a re you ? A p o l o 
g i e s to al l o f t h o s e c h a m p i n g 
at t h e bit last w e e k , e x p e c t i n g 

th is c o l u m n , bu t t h e t ru th Is tha t I h a d 
got so u s e d to y o u b e i n g away , it c o m 
p le te l y s l i p p e d m y m i n d . A h , h o w e a s 
ily t h e y f o r g e t ! A n y w a y , h e r e w e a re , 
the f inal t e r m for m a n y o f y o u , t h e f ina l 
t e r m for th i s c o l u m n (don ' t p o p t h e 
c h a m p a g n e co rks jus t yet in Su i t e Five 
- I'm g o i n g ou t w i t h a b a n g not a w h i m 
per) a n d t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e e n d o f 
s t u d e n t l i f e . O f c o u r s e , t h e r e is t h e 
sma l l ma t t e r o f e x a m s b e f o r e al l that , 
but s i n ce y o u ' v e all s p e n t e ve r y w a k i n g 
m i n u t e o f t h e h o l i d a y s w i t h y o u r n o s e 
in a t e x t b o o k , that s h o u l d b e a f o r 
mal i ty. A n d w h i l e w e ' r e o n t h e sub jec t , 
w h a t be t te r w a y to c a p y o u r t i m e at IC 
than a n ight at A l e x a n d r a Pa lace for t h e 
S u m m e r Ba l l ! 

T h e i n a u g u r a l e v e n t last y ea r w a s 
a t r e m e n d o u s s u c c e s s , a n d I a m s u r e 
that this t i m e t h e s t a n d a r d w i l l b e e v e n 
h igher . H o w e v e r , last year 's bal l p r o v e d 
a bit s i m p l e r f r o m a f u n d i n g p e r s p e c 
t i v e , t h a n k s t o t h e w o n d r o u s g e n 
e ros i t y o f EDS, c o n v e n i e n t l y r un by a 
C o l l e g e a l u m n u s . T h o u g h e f f o r t s th i s 
year s e e m to b e p r o c e e d i n g w e l l , I 
a m very s u r p r i s e d by t h e C o l l e g e a t t i 
t ude to s p o n s o r s h i p . As t h e c o m m i t t e e 
sugges t , s u c h a n e v e n t is a m a r v e l l o u s 
s h o w c a s e for Impe r i a l , w h i c h c o u l d in 
future p rove to be a v a l u a b l e f o r u m fo r 
f o r g i n g a n d s t r e n g t h e n i n g i n d u s t r i a l 
l inks . T h e r e f o r e a c o n t r i b u t i o n f r o m 
C o l l e g e t o e n s u r e that s u c h a n e v e n t 
a c h i e v e s t h e n e c e s s a r y p r e s t i g e a n d 
qua l i t y d o e s n o t s e e m to m u c h to a sk 
As w e h a v e c o m e 
a n s w e r w a s n o a n d 
r e a s o n w a s w o o l l y 
a n d far f r o m t r u e . 
C e r t a i n l y , t h e 
D e p u t y Rec to r can ' t 
d i s h o u t m o n e y 
f r o m his f u n d , but 
the Pro-Rector ( Edu 
c a t i o n a l Q u a l i t y ) 
c a n a n d d o e s , 
t h r o u g h t h e U n i o n 
s u b v e n t i o n , t h e Stu
d e n t C o u n s e l l o r 
f u n d i n g a n d t h e 
W a r d e n ' s e n t e r t a i n 
m e n t b u d g e t , n o n e 
o f w h i c h a r e 
c o u n t e d as a c a d e m i c e x p e n d i t u r e . I 
f i n d It a m a z i n g that a c o u p l e o f t h o u 
s a n d c o u l d no t b e d i r e c t e d f r o m or 
t h r o u g h h is a c c o u n t s . N o b o d y w o u l d 
s e e k t o ge t C o l l e g e t o b a n k r o l l t h e 
even t ; t h e Rec to r h i m s e l f s a i d last y ea r 
that that w o u l d p r o b a b l y b e a d i sas te r . 
M a k i n g s u c h a d o n a t i o n w o u l d k e e p 
our f r i e n d s in S h e r f i e l d at a s a f e d i s 
t a n c e , but w o u l d s e n d o u t t h e s i g n a l 
that w e a r e rea l l y s e r i o u s a b o u t th i s . 

Sa id Pro-Rector , T i m Clark, is a t ho r 
o u g h l y d e c e n t c h a p , s o I'm s u r e a 
w o r d in h is ea r w i l l r eap d i v i d e n d s . 

Warning: Silly Fire Signs Ahead 

Si 

Voice of Reason 

t o e x p e c t , t h e 

"Though [the fire 
alarm] is religiously 

tested every Thursday 
(a priest performs the 
Last Rites), every man 
and his dog knows it 

has all the reliability of 
a chocolate teapot." 

t o p m e if y o u ' v e h e a r d t h i s 
b e f o r e . 
N o , 

d o n ' t , 
b e c a u s e t o 
t h e b e s t o f 
m y k n o w l 
e d g e , th i s is 
t h e m i l l i o n t h 
t i m e I've h a d 
a rant a b o u t 
t h e f i r e 
a l a r m s in th is 
p l a c e . Just 
w h e n y o u 
t h i n k it can ' t 
ge t any m o r e 
r i d i c u l o u s , 
s o m e b o d y in 
C o l l e g e d o e s 
s o m e t h i n g 
o f s u c h 
b r e a t h t a k i n g 
i d i o c y t ha t 
y o u can ' t 
h e l p b u t 
l a u g h . A s 
r e g u l a r r e a d 
ers w i l l k n o w , t h e a l a r m in m y o w n 
d e p a r t m e n t has b e e n a n y t h i n g but a 
l a u g h i n g ma t t e r for as l o n g as a n y o n e 
c an r e m e m b e r . T h o u g h it is r e l i g i ous l y 
t e s t e d e ve r y T h u r s d a y (a p r i e s t pe r 
f o r m s t h e Last Rites) , e ve r y m a n a n d 
his d o g k n o w s it has all the re l i ab i l i t y 
o f a c h o c o l a t e t e a p o t . So w h y n o t f ix 

it? N o t p o s s i b l e , 
d e a r r e a d e r , 
b e c a u s e w e d o n ' t 
h a v e a n y m o n e y . 
Fair e n o u g h . A f t e r 
a l l , w e ' v e bu i l t a lot 
o f g r a n i t e h o r t i c u l 
t u r a l f e a t u r e s th i s 
year . So w h y has m y 
b e l o v e d d e p a r t m e n t 
b e e n d e f a c e d w i t h 
s t u p i d 'safety ' s i g n s 
d e s i g n e d to s e r v e 
t h e n e e d s o f t h e 
e d u c a t i o n a l l y s u b 
n o r m a l , t h e c o n c e n 
t r a t i o n o f w h o m is 

fa i r ly l o w o n m y s i d e o f Q u e e n ' s L awn . 
A p p a r e n t l y , t h o s e l i t t l e r e d g lass-
f r o n t e d b o x e s o n t h e w a l l , b e a r i n g t h e 
w o r d s FIRE S M A S H GLASS ' a re 'F ire 
A l a r m Cal l p o i n t s . ' We l l , b u g g e r m e ! 
Y o u c a n n o t i m a g i n e h o w m u c h m o r e 
s o u n d l y I s l e e p at n i g h t a r m e d w i t h 
t ha t k n o w l e d g e . It g e t s b e t t e r . Y o u 
k n o w t h o s e w a l l - m o u n t e d , ro l l ed-up 
h o s e p i p e t h i n g i e s d o t t e d a r o u n d c a m 
pus? I, l ike m o s t o f y o u , t h o u g h t that 

Simon Baker 

t h e y w e r e fo r w a t e r i n g t h e p l an t s . O h 
n o , t h e y a re ac tua l l y ' f i r e H o s e Ree ls . ' 
So n o m o r e d o u s i n g t h e s p i d e r p l an t s 
w i t h t ha t p r e s s u r e h o s e . T h i s m a y 
s e e m a tr iv ia l p o i n t , but t h e u p s h o t o f 
al l th i s is a d e p a r t m e n t tha t l o o k s l ike 
a s h o w r o o m fo r B l e e d i n ' O b v i o u s S i g 
n a g e f t d , a n d t h e w a s t e o f a l a rge 
a m o u n t o f t i m e a n d m o n e y . T h e r e a re 

nea r l y 30 o n 
m y f l o o r 
a l o n e , m e a n -

| i n g tha t th i s 
I is g o i n g t o 
I m e a n s e r i o u s 
1 m o n e y C o l -
I l e g e - w i d e at 
I o v e r a f i ve r a 
'• t i m e . The rea-
| s o n I k n o w 
I t h i s is 
I b e c a u s e in 

N o v e m b e r 
1998 , a c o m 
p a n y s e l l i n g 
t h i s r u b b i s h 

I s e n t m e t h e i r 
j c a t a l o g u e 
I o u t o f t h e 
I b l u e . T h e 
j S u n d a y 
1 T i m e s ' T a r a 

P a l m e r -
T o m p k l n s o n 
g e t s j e w e l -
e n c r u s t e d 

u n d e r w e a r , I ge t t h e A u t u m n 1998 
S e t o n Se l e c t C a t a l o g u e . I k n o w m y 
p l a c e . 

In a League of its own... 

u n w i l l i n g t o i n c r e a s e f u n d i n g , t h e y 
s h o u l d f r e e u p ins t i t u t i ons to p u r s u e 
the i r o w n f u n d i n g a n d m a k e t h e m 'less 
r e g u l a t e d . ' S o u n d b l o k e . Even m o r e 
odd l y , his n a m e w a s a l so Sir Ron . G i v e n 
t h e s t i f l i ng b u r e a u c r a c y u n d e r w h i c h 
the a c a d e m i c act iv i t ies o f Imperia l ope r 
a te , a s y s t e m tha t de l ays , d is t racts , irri
t a t e s a n d f r u s t r a t e s , c o n s u m i n g 
d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e r e s o u r c e s that s h o u l d 
b e be t te r s p e n t m a k i n g th is p l a c e the 
bes t un i ve r s i t y in t h e coun t r y , it su re l y 
can ' t b e t h e Rec to r , u n l e s s o f c o u r s e 
t h e m e s s a g e o f th is c o l u m n is f ina l l y 
g e t t i n g t h r o u g h . 

And Finally, the News 

V 
I n 

A« n o t h e r day , a n o t h e r l e a g u e 
t ab l e . Imper i a l , a f te r c o n s o l i d a t 

i n g our runner-up p o s i t i o n in t h e 
FT survey , has n o w 
b e e n a c c o r d e d 
s e c o n d p o s i t i o n in 
T h e T i m e s . T h e 
sta lwar ts o f t h e IC 
D i s t o r t e r ' M e d i a 
M e n t i o n s ' c o l u m n 
m u s t b e w e t t i n g 
t h e m s e l v e s o n 
a c c o u n t o f Sir R o n 
a p p e a r i n g in eve ry 
p u b l i c a t i o n f r o m t h e E v e n i n g S t a n d a r d 
to E x c h a n g e & M a r t . A l w a y s a b a n k e r 
for a g o o d q u o t e , t h e Rec tor sa id g rea t 
t h i n g s a b o u t IC a n d o u r s u p e r i o r i t y 
ove r O x f o r d . H e d id us p r o u d a n d w e 
al l d e s e r v e a pat o n t h e back . N o w I 
a lways t h o u g h t O x b u r g h w a s a fa i r ly 
u n u s u a l s u r n a m e but, by a m a z i n g c o i n 
c i d e n c e , I r e cen t l y r ead c o m m e n t s by 
a s im i l a r l y s u r n a m e d g e n t l e m a n . Th is 
O x b u r g h , in r e s p o n s e to s u g g e s t i o n s 
that t h e UK un i ve r s i t y s e c to r w a s s l i p 
p i n g b e h i n d our A m e r i c a n cous ins , sa id 
that if t h e G o v e r n m e n t w e r e u n a b l e or 

"Prince William is now a 
'social smoker', as 

opposed to a smoker 
who stubs his fags out 
on people's foreheads." 

" h e r e s e e m s to b e a very d i spa ra t e 
r a n g e o f p e o p l e In t h e n e w s at the 
m o m e n t . First u p w e h a v e t h e 

c a s e o f M r J o h n n i e W a l k e r ( the DJ 
rather t h a n t h e i nd i f f e r en t Scotch ) . The 
N e w s o f t h e W o r l d , b i r t h p l a c e o f the 
Late V o i c e o f R e a s o n Sen io r , has m a d e 
a t e r r i b l e f u s s a b o u t t h e w h o l e s o r d i d 
af fa i r , as is the i r w o n t . N o w I w o u l d be 
t h e last p e r s o n to c o n d o n e his b e h a v 
iour , but s h o u l d w e rea l ly b e s u r p r i s e d 
that s o m e o n e w h o w o r k s fo r Rad io 2 
f i n d s t h e n e e d t o t ake p o w e r f u l s t im 
u lan ts ? W h a t next ? J i m m y Y o u n g o n 
s p e e d ? W e h a v e a l so l ea rn t that P r ince 
W i l l i a m is n o w a ' s o c i a l s m o k e r ' , as 
o p p o s e d to a s m o k e r w h o s tubs his 
f ags o u t o n p e o p l e ' s f o r e h e a d s , I p re 
s u m e . N e e d l e s s t o say, w i shy-washy 
l ibe ra l s a n d h e a l t h fasc is ts t h e l e n g t h 
a n d b r e a d t h o f t h e c o u n t r y h a v e 
d e c r i e d his a c t i ons , s a y i n g h e has d a m 
a g e d h i s p o s i t i o n as a p o s i t i v e ro le 
m o d e l . N o n s e n s e . H e has d e c i d e d that 
h e wi l l not b e f o r c e d u n s w e r v i n g l y into 
a n i m a g e c r ea t ed for h i m by the m e d i a , 
t hus d o i n g h i m s e l f a n e n o r m o u s credit , 

' r e g a r d l e s s o f t h e 
r ights or w r o n g s o f 
t h e o d d cra f ty 
M a r l b o r o . A n d 
f ina l ly , a bit c lose r 
to h o m e , t h e 
D i r e c t o r o f 
f i n a n c e , M i k e 
H a n s e n , is in t h e 
n e w s . W e a re los
i n g h i m to K ing 's , 

a n d a ve r y g r a v e loss it is fo r Imper ia l . 
S i n ce t h e n e w s b r o k e , m y p h o n e has 
n't s t o p p e d , j a m m e d by p e o p l e p l e a d 
i n g fo r h e l p in m a k i n g h i m c h a n g e his 
m i n d . M o s t m o v i n g w a s t h e e m o t i o n -
c h o k e d v o i c e o f t h e Rector, b e g g i n g for 
s o l u t i o n s t o t h i s p r o b l e m . W e m u s t 
h a v e g o t cu t o f f b e f o r e h e h a d a 
c h a n c e t o rep ly to m y s u g g e s t i o n of 
m o r e m o n e y , but t h e r e y o u g o . C o n 
g ra tu la t ions o n t h e n e w j o b , y o u wi l l be 
m i s s e d . But if all o t h e r e f fo r t s to per 
s u a d e y o u fa i l , I s u p p o s e I c o u l d a lways 
d i g o u t t h o s e p h o t o s . . . 
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Clocks Defy Physics 

A strange p h e n o m e n o n has been 
observed in the Huxley (physics) build
ing over the Easter period. Clocks in 
public areas all over the building which 
have previously always been reliable, 
and could always be depended upon 
to show the correct time have been 
noticed behaving strangely. 

Some clocks have stopped, show
ing various times, and others are Just 
plain wrong. Many explanations have 
been put forward, inc luding the 
sequence of power outages that have 
recently affected the building. Which 
is much more plausible than one of 
the alternatives - Imperial physicists 
working on the challenge of making 
time travel a reality have made a break
through in their research. 

Send ideas and contributions to 
kevin_mishmash@hotmail.com 

DoC's Secret Printer 

If you've got time on your hands and 
you are in front of a 
computer, take a look at 
http://amber.doc.ic.ac.uk 
It is... well.. I would 
describe It as a printer, 
but it describes its self 
on its website as a com
plete document centre. 
As well as being a com
plete publ ishing 
machine, it also insists 
on setting itself up as a 
webserver when 
attached to a network. 
The device's status, 
and settings (now 
password protected) 
are all available online, 
as is the option to print a test page 
or 99. This Xerox-made monster is a 
printer / copier / stapler / fax / scanner 

and is apparently situated in DoC, 
a l though last t ime I looked it was 
apparently unsure of it's precise loca

tion. 

Revision 

Destroys Minds 

A new sport appears 
to be evolving within 
Imperial. Created by 

groups of students 
A Mostly Harmless Column by need ing a break 

from long days 
Kevin, a random entity who spent revising in 

the Library over 
knows nothing about nothing the "holidays". The 

game involves 
three to five people, passing a ball or 
beanbag between them, trying to keep 
it in the air for as long as possible. 

Though almost inanely simple it 
appears to be providing effective stress 
relief for its participants. 
The increasing popularity of the pas
time Is reflected by the growing area 
which is now used incorporating the 
area between Sherfield and the 
Queen ' s Lawn, as well as the area 
where it originally appeared, directly in 
front of the Library. 

Biochemistry Breakfast 

Cereal 

If you have ever walked past the bio
chemistry department and been per
plexed by the delivery of crates of 
breakfast cereal. Kevin will now 
enlighten you, the best medium for 
growing fungi in today's world of mod
ern biochemical research, is not an 
advanced polymeric nutrient complex, 
but damp shredded wheat. 

P r e s i d e n t i a l Ta lk-Back 
Health Centre 

H ow can I cont inue without 
exploiting my column to reply to 
the letter by Irene Weinreb, the 

Director of the Health Centre. Firstly I 
would agree with her that the health 
centre staff are 'dedicated and caring': 
Whenever I have used the centre the 
treatment I have received has always 
been excellent. Though to say that I am 
'confusing the issue of lack of appoint
ments with lunchtime opening ' simply 
isn't true. The main complaint that I 
receive about the Health Centre is that 
it takes 'two weeks to book an appoint
ment'. Irene has pointed out to me 
that this Is not because of a lack of 
appointments, but because IC students 
have such little free time during the day 
due to lectures, that 

they can not fit the David Hellard, 
available slots into _ 
their schedule, and I 
this is where my I 
point lies. Surely |j 
changing the open
ing hours to a time • 
when students are I 

available will fully | | 
utilise the spaces 
available and not ll 

force them to miss I 

lectures to get an JJ 
a p p o i n t m e n t . I 
Although I can I 

understand that • 
there is considerable administration to 
be done, I still haven't heard a good 
reason as to why this can not be done 

outside of lunchtime hours, the period 
of time at which the Student's Union is 
at its busiest. In the health centre's 
defence, however, they have extended 
their open ing hours to six o'clock, 
something that can only be supported, 
and the problems lie more directly with 
the NHS in general than the staff of the 
Health Centre, who have always struck 
me as even worthy of our own medical 
school (I mean that in a good way.) 

Summer Ball 

T he summer ball is now going 
ahead, it's great but quite a worry. 
Although it will no doubt be a suc

cess in the eyes of anyone who 
attends, the finances are under a bit 

more pressure. The 
ICU President exuberance of this 

, „ > year's ball makes 
£55 seem like a co
op closing down 

,m, sale price and even 
mi Michael Eavls has 
-i been on the phone 
l | p asking us to change 

the date. Maybe I'm 
™ ^ just getting paranoid 

in my old age, after 
all we only need to 

lids; 

ing from last year, 
thai largel will be hi! 
within a few weeks. 

If you don't get one on time, maybe a 
dodgy JMC student will tout you one for 
£90. 

Btokchair 
Bookchair is specifically designed to prevent 
back and neck ache amongst stidents, and 
has been endorsed by the Open University 

Occupational Health Team. 

made of solid beech 
lacquered 
canvas book rest 
can be used for most 
book sizes, and A4 
sheets 
available in several 
colours, including red, 
green, blue, biege and 
black 

Bookchair is an ENTIRELY NEW product and fully com
plies with all British safety standards. Each bookchair 
comes in an attractive and solid decorated box. 
Available from selected retail outlets for £20, but read
ers of rjp£2gXcan purchase it for 

+E2.50 p&p 
Credit card orders: 

0181520 5878 or mmJiookclialr.com 
Bookchair, FREEPOST LON11741, London, E17 7BR 

mailto:kevin_mishmash@hotmail.com
http://amber.doc.ic.ac.uk
http://mmJiookclialr.com
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Just what is a Widget? 
Marvel of the modern age or a triumph of PR over practicality? Anita Chakraverty investigates. 

Y o u ' v e p r o b a b l y h e a r d J ack D e e 
w a x i n g lyr ical a b o u t t h e m , b u t d o 
y o u k n o w w h a t o n e ac tua l l y is? I 

a m t a l k i n g , o f c o u r s e , a b o u t t h e w i d 
ge t . If y o u have eve r b e e n s u f f i c i e n t l y 
b o r e d to s h a k e a c an o f b e e r a r o u n d 
o n c e y o u h a v e f i n i s h e d w i t h it, y o u 
m a y h a v e h e a r d s o m e t h i n g r a t t l i n g 
a r o u n d i n s i d e t h e c a n . Th i s is t h e w i d 
get . In a n a t t e m p t t o f i n d a m e a n i n g , 
I c o n s u l t e d C o l l i n s Eng l i sh d i c t i o n a r y . 
A p p a r e n t l y t h e o f f i c i a l d e f i n i t i o n o f a 
w idge t is ' a smal l m e c h a n i s m or dev i ce , 
t h e n a m e o f w h i c h is u n k n o w n or t e m 
porar i ly f o rgo t t en . ' This is not ve ry h e l p 
fu l . A w i d g e t is in fact a smal l plast ic 
dev i ce in a can o f bee r that p r o m i s e s t o 
serve that 'just s e r ved by t h e l a n d l o r d ' 
taste o f d raugh t bee r in the c o m f o r t o f 
your o w n h o m e . They c o m e in m a n y 
different shapes a n d sizes, d e p e n d i n g o n 
wha t k ind o f bee r y o u dr ink, but all a re 
d e s i g n e d to re lease n i t r ogen in the c a n , 
wh i ch creates an ef fect m i m i c k i n g hand-
p u m p e d beer . 

Air is p r e d o m i n a n t l y m a d e u p o f 
n i t rogen so , in theory , t h e ac t i on o f t h e 
w idge t creates a s imi lar e f fect to air m ix 
ing wi th beer as it is pu l l ed t h r o u g h a 
spout f r o m a cask. All beer natura l ly c o n 
tains ca rbon d i o x i d e as a by-product o f 
f e r m e n t a t i o n ( a l t h o u g h ex t ra m a y b e 
added) , a n d it is this w h i c h g ives the beer 
Its gas iness . The b u b b l e s a re b i g a n d 
coarse , a n d p r o d u c e t h e ' h i s s ' w h e n 
o p e n i n g a can of beer or lager. The a d d i 
t ion of n i t rogen f r o m the w i d g e t creates 
m u c h f i ne r b u b b l e s w h i c h p r o d u c e 
creamy, long-last ing f o a m - the m u c h 
sought-after c reamy head , f o u n d in beers 
such as B o d d i n g t o n ' s G o l d or G u i n n e s s . 
The p r o b l e m w i t h p u t t i n g n i t r o g e n in 
the can is that it is m u c h m o r e s o l u b l e 
and t e m p e r a t u r e sens i t i ve t h a n c a r b o n 
d iox ide , so s o m e o f it 
has to be isolated f r o m 
the rest o f t h e b e e r 
unt i l t h e c a n is 
o p e n e d , w h e n it c an 
then rush out . Initially, 
n i t rogen is i n t r o d u c e d 
into the beer as a l iq
uid, and on ly b e c o m e s 
a gas o n c e the lid is 
attached to the can . As 
it b e c o m e s a gas s o m e 
is f o r c e d u n d e r t h e 
w idge t c reat ing a pocke t o f gas , i so la ted 
f r o m the rest o f t h e beer unti l t he can is 
o p e n e d . The c h a n g e in p ressu re as t h e 
can o p e n s fo rces this n i t r ogen back out 
into the beer . 

W i d g e t s a re a re la t ive ly n e w i n v e n 
t i on - t h e y w e r e first i n t r o d u c e d to us 

As Jack Dee said: "WldgeL.lt's got a wldget...wldget...a widget It has got" 

by G u i n n e s s , in 1989. T h e c o m p a n y 
h a d b e e n u s i n g n i t r o g e n in keg-stout 
s i n c e t h e 60 's w h i c h , in c o m b i n a t i o n 
w i t h a s p e c i a l s p o u t , e n s u r e d that t h e 
s tou t a lways p o u r e d 
w i t h t h e r e q u i s i t e 
w h i t e , c r e a m y h e a d . 
T h e s a m e p r i n c i p l e 
w a s t h e n u s e d to 
m a r k e t t he i r c a n s o f 
s tou t . 

O t h e r c o m p a n i e s 
s t a r t e d i n t r o d u c i n g 
the i r o w n w i d g e t s creamy, long-lasting 
d u r i n g t h e r e c e s s i o n 
o f t h e ear l y 90 ' s . A s foam..." 
t h e p u b l i c s t a r t e d 

"...nitrogen from 
the widget creates 
much finer bubbles 

which produce 

"...a small 
mechanism or 

device, the name of 
which is unknown 

or temporarily 
forgotten..." 

f e e l i n g t h e p i n c h , t hey b e g a n to g o out 
less , s p e n d i n g m o r e m o n e y o n h o m e 

e n t e r t a i n m e n t s u c h as 
v i d e o g a m e s a n d 
C D ' s . T h e r e is a g e n 
era l t r e n d fo r p e o p l e 
to dr ink m o r e d u r i n g a 
r e c e s s i o n e v e n 
t h o u g h t h e y have less 
m o n e y t o s p e n d , a n d 
b r e w e r i e s w e r e p u z 
z l e d tha t b e e r s a l e s 
w e r e n ' t i n c r e a s i n g . 
T h e y c o n d u c t e d mar-

ket r e s e a r c h w h i c h 
s h o w e d that p e o p l e d idn ' t l ike d r i n k i n g 
b e e r at h o m e s i m p l y b e c a u s e it w a s n ' t 
l ike t h e b e e r y o u go t at t h e p u b . Enter 
t h e w i d g e t - or , in PR s p e a k - t h e 
D r a u g h t f l o w S y s t e m . T h e r e a re n o w 
d o z e n s o f t ypes o f w i d g e t . B o d d i n g 
t o n ' s F l owe r s a n d Wh i tb r ead-Draugh t-

f l o w u s e a r o u n d p l a s t i c c a r t r i d g e , 
S tones Bitter has a p a p e r fan-like ob jec t 
in it, a n d Tet ley ' s has a p las t i c w o r m 
h e l d in p l a c e by a co l l a r . 

G u i n n e s s h a v e 
n o w g o n e o n e s t e p 
f u r t h e r a n d r e l e a s e d 
W i d g e t 2, t h e f l o a t i n g 
w i d g e t . Th i s o n e , 
k n o w n as t h e " Snake " 
( b e c a u s e it r a t t l e s 
w h e n t h e c a n is 
e m p t y ) , c o n s i s t s o f a 
t i n y p i n g - p o n g ba l l 
f i l l e d w i t h g a s tha t 
swir ls a r o u n d t h e b e e r 
as its b e i n g p o u r e d , 

p r o d u c i n g a m u c h t h i c k e r h e a d . G u i n 
n e s s have d e v e l o p e d t w o v e r s i o n s o f 
the Snake : for bitter, a 
s m a l l p i n-p r i c k s i z e 
h o l e a l l ows t h e bal l t o 
s p i n s l o w l y t h r o u g h 
t h e d r i n k c r e a t i n g a 
c r e a m y h e a d ; fo r 
lager , t h e ball has t w o 
pin-pr ick h o l e s w h i c h 
m e a n s it s p i n s faster 
t o m a k e it b u s i e r a n d 
b u b b l i e r . 

T h e r e a s o n fo r 
t h e s u d d e n interest in 
w i d g e t s is s i m p l e : T h e m a r k e t fo r w i d 
ge t bee r s is g r o w i n g at 2 0 % pe r yea r 
a n d in f i ve yea r s t i m e is l ike ly t o r ep 
resent 5 0 % o f the t ake-home bee r mar 
ket. 

The b i g q u e s t i o n is w h e t h e r w i d g e t 
b e e r Is a n y g o o d . M a n y cr i t ics n o t e 

.in five years time, 
widget beer is 
kely to represent 

5 0 % of the 
take-home beer 

market..." 

that t h e w i d g e t o n l y w o r k s o n c e the 
can is first o p e n e d , a n d that it d o e s not 
p r o v i d e a c o m p l e t e s o l u t i o n to t h e dif 
f i cu l t i e s p o s e d by u s i n g n i t r o g e n . Ce r 
ta in c a n s o f w i d g e t b e e r , J o h n Smi th ' s 
for e x a m p l e , stil l act ve ry d i f f e r en t l y 
w h e n o p e n e d at d i f f e r e n t t e m p e r a 
tu res . T h e s e b e e r s have t o b e ch i l l ed 
b e f o r e o p e n i n g , o t h e r w i s e t h e b e e r 
s p u r t s o u t , d o u s i n g t h e c a r p e t a n d 
d r e n c h i n g a n y u n s u s p e c t i n g c r i sps in 
t h e v i c in i t y . 

O t h e r c r i t i c s c l a i m tha t w i d g e t s 
m a k e bee r taste b l a n d a n d f o a m y . Beer 
wr i te r o f t h e year , A n d r e w J e f fo rd , says 
"all that c r e a m y f o a m c an ge t a bit c loy
i n g af ter a w h i l e , a n d t h e r e ' s n o t h i n g 
n a t u r a l a b o u t n i t r o g e n in b e e r . . . f o r 
c o m p l e x i t y a n d s u b l i m i t y o f f l a vou r , 

y o u n e e d t rue , l i v ing 
d r a u g h t : a l e d r a w n 
f r o m a n u n g a s s e d , 
g e n t l y r e sp i r i ng cask." 
E ven t h e pur i s t s d o , 
h o w e v e r , a c k n o w l 
e d g e tha t c a n n e d , 
w i d g e t b e e r is p re fe r 
a b l e to c a n n e d , non-
w i d g e t bee r . J ona than 
Tu t t l e , a r e p r e s e n t a 
t i v e o f C A M R A , t h e 
c a m p a i g n for real a le , 

says "It r u i n s t h e c o m p l e x i t y o f 
bee r . . . bu t if all y o u w a n t is a c r e a m y 
b e e r w i t h a b i g h e a d , it 's br i l l i ant " . 

N o n e t h e l e s s , t h e p o p u l a r i t y o f 
these bee r s s u g g e s t s that, regard less of 
t h e cr i t ics , w i d g e t b e e r is h e r e to stay. 
A n y o n e fo r a p int ? 



O P E N 

AWARD 
BRITAIN'S BIGGEST SEARCH 
FOR NEW COMEDY STARS 
S E M I - F I N A L S 

S I M P L Y B R I L L I A N T " 
Mrs Merton star Caroline Aherne 

Tuesday 

a t h M a y 

EDINBURGH 
UNIVERSITY 
STUDENTS 

ASSOCIATION 
THE PLEASANCE 

SOCIETIES CENTRE 
D o o r s : 7 . 3 0 p m 

BOX O f f i c e : 0131 6 5 0 2349 

Wednesday 

5 t h May 
WARWICK 

UNIVERSITY 
STUDENTS UNION 

ZIPPY'S 
DOORS: 8.00PM 

Box OFFICE: 0 1 2 0 3 572 777 
/ 0 1 2 0 3 6 9 0 9 1 6 

Thursday 

6 t h May 
UNIVERSITY 

OF LIVERPOOL 
GUILD OF STUDENTS 
SARO WIWA BAR 

D o o r s : 8 . 0 0 p m 
BOX 0 f f i c e>Q151 709 9108 

to: 

Friday 
7th May 

IMPERIAL COLLEGE 
UNION 
dB's 

D o o r s : 8 . 0 0 p m 
BOX O f f i c e : 0171 5 9 a 8068 

Sunday 

9 t h May 
CARDIFF 

UNIVERSITY 
STUDENTS UNION 

THE TERMINAL 
D o o r s : 8 . 0 0 p m 

BOX O f f i c e : 01222 387 421 

Thursday 

13th May 
THE ACADEMY, 

UNION OF 
ESRUNEL STUDENTS 

THE ACADEMY 
D o o r s : 7 . 4 5 p m 

BOX O f f i c e : 01895 462 2 0 0 

Tickets: £2.50 

V O I 

V 
£ — . 

an 
appearance 

at 
The Montreal 
& Melbourne 

Comedy Festiv 

AND a live 
booking on %j^3Sf? the earisberg 
ice comedy 

Network 

H o s t e d b y 
r - : -j ^ - m o - - f . ] ; 

P E R R I E R B E S T N E W C O M E R N O M I N E 

If you would like to enter next years competition please send your name and address 
ard 2000, 
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8mm * * * 
Starring : Nicholas Cage, Joaquin Phoenix, James Gandolfini 
Director: Joel Schumacher 

Once again we find ourselves 
in " looked like a great idea on 
paper" territory, with 

Columbia Pictures this time footing 
the bill to bring together a highly prof
itable director (Schmacher), an 
immensely popular and talented actor 
(Cage) and an acclaimed scriptwriter 
(Se/en's Andrew Kevin Walker). And 
yet again the Hollywood money-men 
are proven wrong, thanks to a pass
able but ultimately d isappoint ing 
movie which has struggled to recoup 
its $40 million budget. 

So what's the problem? Put simply, 
it's that the movie isn't s ickening 
enough. 5e7en had even the hardest 
horror nuts on the edge of their seats, 
waiting to see what Brad Pitt would do 
when he found out what was in the 
box; meanwhile, 8mm will leave you sit
ting comfortably. You see, 8mm is a 
movie about snuff films - movies which 
seem to show a real murder taking 
place - and Schmacher seems to 
believe that Nick Cage go ing " O h 
no...oh...please... oh... .no" all the time 
is going to convince us that he really is 
in a murky, unpleasant world. It does-

Iflt shocks Joaquin Phoenix then It's gotta be nasty. 

n't. Indeed, in this graphically-violent 
age, even the snuff movie itself simply 
isn't shocking enough. 

You see, traditionally, snuff movies 

have largely been considered some
thing of an urban myth - with the 
majority of polite society unable to 
accept that anyone would be sick 

enough to pay for (and get thrills out 
of) some grainy footage of a real mur
der. Cage's role is thus to do the pri
vate-eye thing, and find out whether or 
not they're really out there - and in so 
doing he begins to lose his own sense 
of morality, slipping further and fur
ther into the abyss. Which (as 
Schmacher can't resist drumming into 
whenever possible) is the real thrust of 
the movie. He starts out as a moral, 
family loving good guy, and is pro
gressively drawn deeper into a world of 
porn, S&M, seedy directors, coming 
out the other end as a murdering, trau-
matised, emotional wreck. Yawn. Sadly, 
that's hardly enough to keep you going 
for the requisite 90 minutes, so whilst 
there are moments when 8mm seems 
on the verge of crackling into life, it 
simply fizzles along. 

Despite Cage's dark portrayal, with
out the necessary feeling of horror or 
revulsion you're left with a distinctly 
average thriller, which, whilst painfully 
yearning for indie credibility, ultimately 
finds itself plastered in Hol lywood 
cliche and morality. Q 

Dave 

Message In A Bottle * * 
Starring : Kevin Costner, Robin Wright Penn, Paul Newman, Robbie Coltrane 
Director: Luis Mandoki 

Chick-flick is a term I try to avoid 
under normal circumstances, 
largely because I really love your 

average soppy romantic comedy, and 
I'm worried what that says about my 
personality. However, once in a while 
you come across the type of movie 
which is so completely fuelled by long, 
meaningful looks into the middle-dis
tance, deep, deliberate sighs and 
moonlight dinners that there's simply 
no other term to describe them. We're 
talking movies that are trying to make 
you cry - the kind of movies your mum 
probably likes....and the kind of 
movies that should o p l star Kevin 
Costner. 

As you've probably guessed, Mes
sage In A Bottle is such a movie. Wright 
Penn is a divorced journalist who finds 
a bottle with a (yep, you guessed it) 
message inside, which is so heartfelt 
and romantic that she instantly falls in 
love with its writer and begins to track 
him down. Sadly, the letter's writer isn't 

In the words of Sting: "Sending out an SOS to the world". 

the fabulous Paul Newman (engagingly 
grumpy in every scene); rather it's his 
son, Costner, a small-town boat-builder 
who's still mourning the loss of his wife, 
two years earlier. In essence/it's pretty 

standard, predictable stuff, which 
hinges on a few twists - mostly non-exis
tent, and certainly insufficient to pad out 
a two hour movie - and some decent 
performances from the leads. Oh dear. 

You see, the real problem with 
Kevin Costner, the real reason why most 
of his recent movies have flopped so 
spectacularly, is that he's so incredibly 
dull. This man is not someone you're 
going to fall in love with - you're going 
to be falling asleep before the end of 
the first date. We're talking an honest 
to goodness, solid timber, special-offer-
at-Homebase, 2" by 4" plank. Conse
quently, despite the best attempts of ' 
Newman and Coltrane (who puts in a 
surprisingly convincing US accent 
alongside his usual enjoyably-hammy < 
performance), this is a movie that sim
ply falls to engage on an emotional 
level - even when the "surprise" ending 
lurks into view. 

All of which adds up to a pro
foundly unsatisfying experience, embla
zoned with absolutely no sense of 
realism and some painfully cheesy dia
logue - and it's not even feel-good. A 
chick-flick indeed. Q 

Dave 
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Heart * * * * * 
Starring : Christopher Ecclestone, Kate Hardie, Rhys Ifans, Saskia Reeves 
Director: Charles McDougall 

A powerful psychological thriller 
about obsession, lust, and dan
gerous relationships, Heart is 

brought to life by Jimmy McGovern 's 
distinctive style, with dark humour 
and a fast, energetic script compli 
mented by strong performances. If 
you liked Cracker then this dramatisa
tion will intrigue you. 

There are only four main charac
ters to focus on and all their faces are 
very familiar. Eccleston is Gary Ellis 
whose sexual jealousy of his wife -
Hardie - drives him to a heart attack. 
Whilst Ecclestone is trapped in a wheel
chair, his wife embarks on an affair 
with writer Ifans, and he begins to 
believe that only a heart transplant 
can save their marriage. The other 
main character is Reeves, the mother 
of the dead heart donor, and she is 
undeniably abnormal . The death of 
her son has devastated her, and meet
ing Gary gives her life a new meaning. 
The highly charged sexual and emo
tional encounters between these four 
leads to violent deaths and disturbing 
outcomes. 

Heart is very fast moving with over 

13 

Christopher Ecclestone.- One of Britain's finest actors. 

200 scenes compared with the nor
mal 90-odd in your average 90-minute 
film. This gives the effect of a percep
tible roller-coaster ride. It is also visu
ally distressing so don't go and watch 
this film on your own especially if 

you're squeamish. 
Heart deals with strong emotions 

and is totally fanatical - this amazing 
British film should only be missed in 
exceptional circumstances. Q 

Helen 

Win tickets to The Waterboy with the 

KENSINGTON 
Enjoy mere's Something About Mary and 

The Wedding Singer ? Well, expect more 
of the same from The Waterboy, which 
fuses Adam Sandler's bizarrely engaging 
features onto the kind of dumb-ass com
edy that's currently all the rage in the 
States. It's hardly the stuff of classics - San
dler plays the titular minion, who rises 
from his lowly position to become a 
national celebrity - but it's apparently incred
ibly funny, and has gone down a storm in 
the US. For your chance to find out why, 
simply answer the following question: 

Which cult Icon links The WaterboywWh 
Scream and Happy Days! 

Email your answers to f1lm.fellx@lc.ac.uk 
before Wednesday evening to be in with 

a chance of winning. The first ten names 
out of the virtual hat will win a pair of tick
ets, courtesy of the Odeon Kensington. 

The winners of last term's Plunkett & 
Macleane competition were: 

Robin Jeffries 
Hugh Ash 

Amelia Swaine 
Tim Smith 

Marie Nlcholaou 
Andrew Roberts 

Dan Bradfleld 
Andy Royal 

Alison Colvert 
Cllve Hudson 

They all spotted that Robert Carlyle 
will star in the new James Bond movie. The 
World Is Not Enough. Please drop into the 
Felix office ASAP. 

Antz 
After twelve months in operation, Steven 
Spielberg's Dreamworks studio seemed 
to be in big trouble, thanks to a couple 
of flops and floundering finances. A 
year later, its cemented its place as one 
of Hollywood's big boys, thanks in large 
part to a new approach to animation, 
under the leadership of ex Disney hon-
cho Jerry Katzenberg. Leading the way 
was Antz, their superior all star bugs-ln-
peril flick which beats Disney's technical 
superior A Bugs fife by miles, thanks to 
good gags aimed at kids and adults 
alike - I'm guessing that Disney proba
bly Wouldn't contemplate casting Sharon 
Stone and Woody Allen in lead voice-
over roles. Cartoon fun the way it ought 
to be. 

Les Miserables 
Great cast: Liam Neeson, Geoffrey 

Rush, Claire Danes, UmaThurman. Great 
novel: adapted from Hugo's original, 
without any of the annoying singing we 
now all associate with the name Les 
Miserables. Great movie? No. The power 
of the novel seems to have gone miss
ing somewhere in the search for sump
tuous costume drama styllngs, so whilst 
It certainly looks nice - and opens up the 
book to a far wider audience - it falls far 
short of what it could have been. 
Nonetheless, it's a competent, well-
acted adaptation, with a timeless story 
at its heart. 

Fear & Loathing 
in Las Vegas 
Terry Gilliam, Jonny Depp and 

Hunter Thompson bfought together in 
one movie. You expect extreme w e l l 
ness - and Fear & Loathing delivers in 
spades. Psychedelic effects, incompre
hensible trains of action and thought; 
more drugs than the mind can com
fortably imagine; and wall-to-wall 
strangeness. Basically, if you can follow 
this movie, then you're either stoned or 
schizophrenic. So is it any good? Well, I 
guess that's going to be a very personal 
decision - however, whatever your feel
ings, it's definitely something that should 
be seen on the big screen - Gilliam 
directs with every inch of the screen in 
mind, so a 21" screen simply won't do 
it justice. 

Dave 

mailto:f1lm.fellx@lc.ac.uk
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WILLIAM KENTRIDGE 
Serpentine Gallery 

W illiam Kentridge is a powerful 
film artist. He was born in 
Johannesburg in 1955 and so 

grew up under apartheid. He was a 
student of Politics and African culture. 
The films he creates are potent attacks 
on aspects of society, particularly with 
regard to the injustices of the capital
ist system and the effect these can 
have on the individual. 

The method employed to produce 
his graphic portrayals is unique. After 
drawing the first frame - with charcoal 
and sparse use of pastel colours - he 
photographs it. Next he modifies and 
reforms, blends, erases and redraws, 
and thus transforms the first frame into 
the second. This step by step approach 
leaves trace markings of the previous 
frames, showing the passage of time 
within every moment . Very original, 
very striking. 

Kentridge, rather than being specif
ically concerned with apartheid, 
reaches to and explores wider issues of 
suffering. Issues such as the longing of 
the individual versus responsibility 
towards society as a whole. He does 
not use his art as a political instrument 
to didactically sway others to his own 
beliefs, but rather uses these issues as 
a spring board for his films. He views 
his creations as pure and thinks them 
void of social morals - "I don't think 
there is a social responsibility for an 
artist". 

Incidentally, the man pictured at 
the top, and used by Kentridge to sym
bolise how ill capitalist greed can make 
you, is called Felix - how ironic. 

• '. . ::• . . . . ' 

For those turned off by politics, I 
can assure you that the films are enter
taining. Judging them aside from any 
political criteria they are still well worth 
It; at times shocking and often funny. 
The films are not pessimistic or maudlin 
images of the ills of society but instead 
vigorous attacks on these ills. It is quite 
possible to appreciate the work for just 
this vigorous energy and nothing else. 

Personally, I found this the most 
intriguing aspect of his art; it would be 
lying to suggest that the meaning or 
plot of some of the more obscure 
scenes were easy to understand from a 
first time viewing. But when I was per
plexed (which is not hard) I sat back 
and just let the film play to me, being 
able to enjoy it on a much shallower 
level. Never did I find them pretentious 
even if I did at times find them hard. 

If you go and see these films, you 
will see a man who grows so fat from his 
profits that he is unable to move from 
his pulsating, sweating bed. A violent 
crash between a cyclist and a car so 
graphically illustrated that you see his 
bones smash from within as well as 
from without. A French kiss in a man's 
daydreams which changes before your 
eyes into the passionate thrusting of 
the lovers (some time after they moved 
on from kissing!) 

He does not pull any punches. This 
artist is not afraid to deal with con
tentious, powerful issues head on and 
close up. 

It is also free and only two minutes 
away - go and see it. 
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THE OXFORD BOOK OF WORK 
Edited by Keith Thomas 

I ' l l r e s i s t t h e o b v i o u s a t t e m p t t o 
in j ec t a bit o f " h u m o u r " t h r o u g h 
t h e d e v i c e o f p o i n t i n g o u t h o w 

r e a d i n g t h i s b o o k is a lot o f w o r k ; it 
is a h e f t y 600-page a n t h o l o g y o f w r i t 
i n g o n , as t h e t i t l e s a y s , w o r k . Sir 
Ke i t h T h o m a s , o n c e h i g h - f l y i n g h i s 
t o r i a n , f o r m e r P r e s i d e n t o f t h e Br i t i sh 
A c a d e m y a n d c u r r e n t P r e s i d e n t o f 
C o r p u s C h r i s t i C o l l e g e , O x f o r d , h a s 
f e r r e t e d o u t w r i t i n g s o n w o r k o f a l l 
k i n d s , f r o m " S t u d e n t s , S c h o l a r s a n d 
S c i e n t i s t s " t o t h e " S h a d i e r T r a d e s " , 
a n d h a s , I m u s t say , s u c c e e d e d in 
s h a t t e r i n g a n y f i rs t i m p r e s s i o n o n e 
m i g h t h a v e tha t t h e t a sk o f c o m p i l i n g 
s u c h a n a n t h o l o g y is n e c e s s a r i l y a 
d r e a r y , o n e r o u s o n e . T h i s w o r k is 
c l ea r l y a l a b o u r o f l o v e , a n d T h o m a s ' 
w e l l - c h o s e n m a t e r i a l s h i n e s l i g h t o n 
m a n y d i f f e r e n t a s p e c t s o f w o r k . 

The e d i t o r i n t r o d u c e s t h e b o o k by 
p o i n t i n g o u t h o w m o d e r n e m p l o y 
m e n t is a c t u a l l y a m o d e r n d e v e l o p 
m e n t - w i t h o u t - a n d - o u t s l a v e r y , 
s e r f d o m a n d o t h e r f o r m s o f c o m p u l 
sory l a b o u r a c c o u n t i n g fo r a l a rge p r o 
p o r t i o n o f w o r k d o n e in t h e pas t , a n d 
br ie f ly e x a m i n e s t h e t r i cky q u e s t i o n as 
to w h e t h e r a h o u s e w i f e o r a c h i l d 
d o i n g h o m e w o r k is a c t u a l l y " w o r k i n g " 
in t h e s a m e s e n s e a s a m a n u a l 
l a b o u r e r . T h e a n s w e r , o f c o u r s e , 
d e p e n d s o n h o w t h e t e r m " w o r k " is 
d e f i n e d . T h e e d i t o r has , r i gh t l y in m y 
o p i n i o n , c h o s e n t o t a k e a b r o a d e r 
v i e w o f w o r k t h a n a n y n a r r o w o n e , 
q u o t i n g t h e s t a n d a r d e x a m p l e o f n o n -
in te l l e c tua l s f a i l i n g to s e e t h e p o i n t o f 
" h e a d w o r k " , d e e m i n g it u s e l e s s a n d 
u n w o r t h y in a n y rea l , p r a c t i c a l s e n s e . 

T h e o p i n i o n s a n d i d e a s p r e 
s e n t e d in t h e q u o t e s , e s s a y s , p o e m s 
a n d e x t r a c t s f r o m n o v e l s p r e s e n t e d 
h e r e r a n g e a c r o s s a w i d e s p e c t r u m , 
f r o m t r a d i t i o n a l u p p e r - c l a s s a r r o 
g a n c e as in A r t h u r Y o u n g ' s " E v e r y 
o n e bu t a n i d i o t k n o w s tha t t h e l o w e r 
c l a s s e s m u s t b e k e p t p o o r , or t h e y 
w i l l n e v e r b e i n d u s t r i o u s " a n d t h e 
i n t e l l e c t u a l l y s n o b b i s h W i l l i a m A l l e y ' s 
" . . . i t is i l l i b e r a l a n d s e r v i l e t o g e t t h e 
l i v i n g w i t h t h e h a n d a n d s w e a t o f 
t h e b o d y " , t o t h e i d e o l o g y o f M a r x 
a n d E n g e l s . Sir J a m e s D e n h a m ' s m i d -
n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y o b s e r v a t i o n t h a t 
m e n h a d b e c o m e " s l a v e s t o t h e i r 
o w n w o r k " f i n d s a p l a c e , a s d o e s D 
H L a w r e n c e ' s l a m e n t " e a r n i n g a 
w a g e is a p r i s o n o c c u p a t i o n " . T h e 
a u t h o r s T h o m a s h a s c h o s e n r a n g e 
f r o m t h e l i k e s o f G a u t a m a B u d d h a , 
H e r o d o t u s a n d V i r g i l t o t h e m o d e r n -
d a y T o m W o l f e a n d V i k r a m S e t h . 

M o s t e x t r a c t s h a v e b e e n c l a s s i 
f i e d u n d e r s p e c i f i c s e c t i o n s a n d a r e 

c h o s e n t o i l l u s t r a t e a s p e c i f i c p o i n t ; 
P a r k i n s o n ' s o w n d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e 
f a m o u s l a w t h a t b e a r s h i s n a m e 
" W o r k e x p a n d s to f i l l t h e t i m e a v a i l 
a b l e " c r o p s u p In t h e s e c t i o n o n 
" r e l u c t a n t " w o r k e r s , w h i l e W. E. 
O a t e s ' o w n d e f i n i t i o n o f h is a d d i t i o n 
t o t h e E n g l i s h l a n g u a g e - t h e w o r d 
" w o r k a h o l i s m " - f i n d s a p l a c e u n d e r 

b a s e d o n p r o f e s s i o n t h a t is y e t 
a n o t h e r e x a m p l e o f a s y s t e m t h a t 
s t a r t e d o u t w i t h t h e b e s t o f i n t e n 
t i o n s a n d w i t h c o m p l e t e f l u i d i t y , bu t 
h a s s i n c e b e e n t w i s t e d by d i s h o n 
o u r a b l e i n d i v i d u a l s w i t h v e s t e d i n t e r 
e s t s . C h a r l e s D i c k e n s a n d T h o m a s 
H a r d y f e a t u r e c o n s p i c u o u s l y , c r o p 
p i n g u p a l l o v e r t h e b o o k , a n d , f o r 

" A d d i c t i o n t o W o r k " , f o r i n s t a n c e . 
I d l e n e s s m e r i t s its o w n l i t t le s e c t i o n 
h e r e , w i t h t h e e x p e c t e d R ip V a n W i n 
k le ex t rac t a n d q u o t e s f r o m J o h n S tu 
art M i l l a n d B e r t r a n d R u s s e l l ("I t h i n k 
tha t t h e r e is far t o o m u c h w o r k d o n e 
in t h e w o r l d , ... t h e n e e d n o l o n g e r 
e x i s t s " ) . E x p r e s s i o n s o f d i s c o n t e n t 
a n d d i s g r u n t l e m e n t a p p e a r t h r o u g h 
o u t , n o t a b l y in J o e C o r r i e ' s w o r k e r ' s 
ra i l a g a i n s t h i s " m a c h i n e " , " l e e r i n g 
a n d m o c k i n g " at its " h e l p l e s s s l a v e " . 
T h e r e ' s a l s o a p i e c e by K. I s h w a r a n 
o n I n d i a ' s n o t o r i o u s ( a n d n o w o u t 
l a w e d ) c a s t e s y s t e m , a b l a t a n t l y 
u n f a i r a n d u n j u s t d i v i s i o n o f s o c i e t y 
i n t o a r b i t r a r y h i e r a r c h i c a l c l a s s e s 

t h e m a s o c h i s t , t h e r e ' s s o m e t r u l y 
" h e a v y " v e r s e f r o m G e r a r d M a n l e y 
H o p k i n s , a J e su i t p o e t f r o m t h e last 
c e n t u r y . O f c o u r s e , t h e c o n s p i c u o u s 
l i terary a d o r n m e n t d o e s n ' t m e a n tha t 
al l is h e a v y a n d s e r i o u s - t h e s e c t i o n 
o n " L o o k i n g fo r a J o b " is p a r t i c u l a r l y 
l i g h t - h e a r t e d , f e a t u r i n g a b r i l l i a n t l y 
f u n n y p i e c e f r o m O g d e n N a s h . T h e 
a n t h o l o g y c l o s e s , a p p r o p r i a t e l y 
e n o u g h , w i t h a l o o k at l i fe a f t e r w o r k , 
a s e c t i o n p a r t i c u l a r l y r e l e v a n t to t h e 
m a n y l e a d i n g a l i fe o f e n f o r c e d re t i re 
m e n t , u n a b l e t o f i n d g a i n f u l e m p l o y 
m e n t a f t e r f a l l i n g v i c t i m to t h e 
" d o w n s i z i n g " a n d " c o s t c u t t i n g " p l o y s 
o f o r g a n i s a t i o n s l a r g e a n d s m a l l . 

To m e , t h e v e r y b e s t p i e c e s in 
th is t o m e a r e t h o s e r e f e r r i n g to p r i d e 
a n d s a t i s f a c t i o n in t h e d o i n g o f o n e ' s 
w o r k - A . E. H o u s m a n ' s d e s c r i p t i o n o f 
h o w h e w r o t e a p o e m o f h i s is a 
c a s e in p o i n t . A p a r t i c u l a r l y m o v i n g 
a n d e v o c a t i v e p a r a g r a p h f r o m 
E d w a r d G i b b o n ' s m e m o i r s d e p i c t s 
h i s p a n g o f h u m i l i t y a n d m e l a n c h o l y 
a f t e r t h e in i t i a l e u p h o r i a a n d t r i u m p h 
at h i s c o m p l e t i o n o f " T h e H i s t o r y o f 
t h e D e c l i n e a n d Fal l o f t h e R o m a n 
E m p i r e " . T h e f e e l i n g o f c o n t e n t m e n t 
o n e g e t s u p o n s h u t t i n g t h e v o l u m e , 
e v e n a f t e r t h e b r i e f e s t o f d i p s , a l o n e 
m a k e s t h i s a b o o k w o r t h o b t a i n i n g -
i t ' s a l m o s t s u r p r i s i n g h o w m a n y 
t i m e s I'd f i n d m y s e l f r e a d i n g t h i s 
b o o k , h a v i n g j u s t p i c k e d it u p to d i p 
in at r a n d o m o r t o l o o k s o m e t h i n g 
u p . T h e a n t h o l o g y is n o t w i t h o u t its 
b l e m i s h e s - t h e s e c t i o n s o n t h e r o l e 
o f w o m e n a n d c h i l d l a b o u r in t h e 
w o r l d o f w o r k s e e m a b i t u n d e r d e 
v e l o p e d , as d o e s t h e s e c t i o n o n s o l 
d i e r s ; t h e r e a r e d o u b t l e s s m a n y f i n e 
w r i t i n g s o n t h e s u b j e c t . T h e l a r g e 
a m o u n t o f l i t e r a t u r e t h a t c a n b e 
f o u n d b o t h in p r i n t a n d in e l e c t r o n i c 
f o r m o n e n g i n e e r i n g w o r k a n d par 
t i c u l a r l y o n c o m p u t e r p r o g r a m m e r s 
a n d t h e i r u n i q u e a p p r o a c h to t h e 
w o r l d o f w o r k d o e s n o t a p p e a r t o 
h a v e b e e n c o n s i d e r e d at a l l , e i t h e r , 
s a d l y - w h i l e t h i s d o e s n o t d e t r a c t 
f r o m t h e o v e r a l l m e r i t o f t h e b o o k , 
it d o e s r e n d e r t h e i n e s c a p a b l e f e e l 
i n g t h a t , l a r g e a n d d e t a i l e d t h o u g h 
t h i s c o l l e c t i o n is , s o m e t h i n g is l a ck 
i n g . S o m e o f t h e e x t r a c t s f r o m n o v 
e l s a r e n e c e s s a r i l y l o n g , c l e a r l y t o 
e s t a b l i s h c o n t e x t , b u t a fa i r n u m b e r 
o f t h e s e a r e p e r h a p s fa r t o o l o n g 
a n d r a m b l i n g t o f i t c o m f o r t a b l y w e l l 
i n t o w h a t a m o u n t s t o a g e n e r a l c o l 
l e c t i o n o f s h o r t p i e c e s . T h e " I n d e x o f 
A u t h o r s a n d S o u r c e s Q u o t e d " at t h e 
e n d i s n ' t p a r t i c u l a r l y w e l l - c o n 
s t r u c t e d , e i t h e r , a n d l e a v e s o u t a 
n u m b e r o f r e f e r e n c e s , w h i c h e s s e n 
t i a l l y m e a n t I c o u l d n ' t c h e a t by jus t 
l o o k i n g at t h e i n d e x ! 

Yet , t h e s e f a i l i n g s a r e m i n o r , f o r 
g i v a b l e e v e n , e s p e c i a l l y c o n s i d e r i n g 
t h e b a c k g r o u n d o f t h e a u t h o r a n d 
t h e t r u e l i t e r a r y m e r i t o f m o s t o f t h e 
i n c l u d e d p i e c e s . T h i s is c e r t a i n l y a 
b o o k t h a t a t t r a c t s p u z z l e d a n d 
i n c r e d u l o u s a t t e n t i o n f r o m n e a r l y 
e v e r y b o d y w h o s e e s it, a n d is a w o r 
t h y a d d i t i o n to a n y b o d y ' s b o o k s h e l f . 

Sunil 

O x f o r d Un ivers i t y Press 
Ha rdback - £20.00 
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Civilization - Call to Power (PC) 
Activision 

Those o f y o u w h o w e r e a w a k e a c o u p l e 
of i s sues a g o w i l l r e m e m b e r tha t I 
r ev i ewed a g a m e ca l led A l p h a Cen tau r i , 
a n d rather rashly ca l led it t h e best g a m e 
I'd ever p layed a n d that if a n o t h e r g a m e 
c a m e a l o n g this yea r w h i c h c o u l d c o m 
pete w i th it, I'd strip n a k e d a n d d a n c e 
a r o u n d d a Vinci 's w h i p p i n g myse l f w i th 
a metre length of coaxial cab le . O r s o m e 
t h i n g like that. O u r b e l o v e d G a m e s Edi
tor says I d i d , a n d h e w o u l d n ' t l ie, w o u l d 
he? 

Anyway , he s e e m s to th ink I m i g h t 
have to m a k e g o o d o n m y p r o m i s e , as 
he's g i v en m e a c o p y o f t h e of f ic ia l Civ2 
fol low-up to rev iew. C iv i l i sat ion - Call to 
Power is Act iv is ion 's first crack at this l eg 
endary g a m e s ince t hey b o u g h t M ic ro-
prose a year or so a g o , a n d they are 
doubt l e ss h o p i n g for a r epe t i t i on o f t h e 
k ind o f s u c c e s s that s a w t h e o r i g i na l 
Civi l isat ion instal led o n mi l l i ons o f hard 
drives ac ross t h e g l o b e . It's still not o f f i 
cially Civ3 - w e ' r e g o i n g to h a v e to wa i t 
a bit longer for that - but Is m o r e a sort 
of Civ2-and-a-half, a n i nd i ca t i on o f t h e 
k ind o f c o n c e p t s t hey wi l l b e w a n t i n g to 
d e v e l o p in the of f ic ia l f o l l o w up . 

Un l i ke A l p h a Cen tau r i , C iv i l i sat ion -

Call to Power (or CivCTP 
as I'm g o i n g to cal l it 
f r o m n o w o n to save m y 
poor t yp ing f inger ) cov
ers the s a m e t imesca l e 
as the or ig ina l Civi l isation 
g a m e s ; y o u start as the 
h e a d o f an ins igni f icant 
t r i be o f n o m a d s , a n d 
to rn such meag re begin-

lo (recite Ihe 
greates t e m p i r e the 

j£» w o r l d has s e e n . In the 
•J* w a y that wi l l be famil iar 

to all o f y o u w h o have 
p layed any o f the p r e c e d i n g Civ g a m e s . 
You d o this by f o u n d i n g cit ies, ra is ing 
t axes a n d d i v e r t i n g t h o s e taxes i n to 
r e s e a r c h i n g t e c h n o l o g i e s . O n c e y o u 
h a v e t h e s e n e w t e c h n o l o g i e s , y o u 
deve l op n e w and better c lubs wi th wh i ch 
to hit your e n e m i e s a r o u n d the h e a d 
w i t h . Y o u a l so have t h e c h a n c e to 
d e v e l o p your cit ies, bu i ld W o n d e r s of 
the W o r l d a n d g e n e r a l l y m a k e you r 
e m p i r e o n e to rival, we l l , your rivals. 

O n e o f t h e b igges t p r o b l e m s f a c e d 
by any g a m e s d e v e l o p e r w h e n dev i s i ng 
the f o l l o w up to a g a m e like Civ is w h e r e 
to take it. Sid M e i e r w ide l y e x p a n d e d the 
d ip l oma t i c s ide o f the g a m e , but Act iv i 
s i on have ins tead o p t e d for inc reas ing 
the mil i tary s ide o f the g a m e . Norma l l y 
this w o u l d just m e a n a d d i n g a f e w n e w 
units, t w e a k i n g t h e o ld units a n d h o p i n g 
for the best, but Act iv is ion, to their credit, 
have i n t r o d u c e d a tact ical e l e m e n t to 
the gamep lay . In all the prev ious vers ions 
o f Civ ( inc lud ing A l p h a Centaur i ) , c o m b a t 
w a s basical ly a matter o f ga the r i ng a pile 
of units, a n d then t h r o w i n g t h e m against 
you r e n e m y ' s pi le unti l o n e o f the pi les 
w a s r e d u c e d to dust . In CivCTP, a little 
s c r een c o m e s up w h i c h s h o w s the t w o 

a r m i e s f a c i n g e a c h 
other, and then enab l e s 
y o u the player to se lect 
w h i c h o f you r units is 
g o i n g to attack w h i c h of 
your e n e m y ' s units. The 
i d e a is a n i n t e r e s t i n g 
o n e , but isn't i m p l e 
m e n t e d e n o u g h to 
m a k e any real a d v a n c e 
in t e rms of the g a m e ' s 
payab i l i t y . There 's a g o o d a r g u m e n t for 
a d d i n g a tactical c o m b a t e l e m e n t to Civ, 
but it n e e d s to be far m o r e f lex ib le t han 
it Is here . Current ly it just fee ls l ike a 
m o m e n t a r y (and ult imately rather annoy 
ing) d ist ract ion f r o m the m a i n bus iness 
o f the g a m e . 

The mos t o b v i o u s d i f f e r ence is the 
graph ics . At a cursory g l ance , t h e inter
f a ce has m u c h m o r e in c o m m o n w i th 
A g e o f Empi res t han w i th Civ2 or A l p h a 
Centaur i . The units are far better d e f i n e d 
a n d a n i m a t e d than bo th Civ2 a n d A l p h a 
Centaur i , a n d it is certa inly m u c h eas ier 
t o s ee w h a t is w h e r e t han in c i the r o f 
those two. The city m a n a g e m e n t sc reens 
have a lso b e e n s igni f icant ly a l te red , a n d 
are m u c h clearer t han t h o s e in Civ2 or 
A l p h a Centaur i . Un fo r tuna te l y this clear 
up has resu l ted in a loss o f i n f o r m a t i o n , 
part icular ly in t e rms o f the city's p r o d u c 
t ion capabi l i t ies, and this l imits the range 
o f o p t i o n s ava i lab le to y o u . This is un fo r 
tunate, as part of the attraction of Civ was 
the f lexibil ity y o u had in con t ro l l i ng the 
manu f a c tu r i ng base of your emp i r e , a n d 
in r e m o v i n g the city p r o d u c t i o n infor
m a t i o n , Act i v i s ion have r e m o v e d a fair 
po r t i on o f that con t ro l . 

The t e c h n o l o g y t r ee has b e e n 
e x p a n d e d , part icular ly at the top e n d o f 
the tree. In Civ2, the last def in i te advance 
y o u c o u l d m a k e w a s t h e laser , a f ter 

a. 9 Si' 
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w h i c h y o u started o n u n d e f i n e d "Future 
T e c h n o l o g i e s " . The on ly bene f i t to be 
g a i n e d f r o m r e sea r ch i ng these w a s the 
a d d i t i o n o f po in t s t o your e n d score , 
w i th the result that mos t p e o p l e deve l 
o p e d the laser, a n d t h e n s h o v e d their 
research b u d g e t d o w n to levels not vis
ible w i t hou t the a id o f an e lec t ron mic ro 
s c o p e . Ac t i v i s ion have c rea ted a set o f 
p l a u s i b l e F u t u r e T e c h n o l o g i e s , al l o f 
w h i c h g ive y o u spec i f i c advan tages that 
e x p a n d you r o p t i o n s a little bit. 

Act iv is ion 's a ims are fairly clear - they 
w a n t e d to i m p r o v e o n the mil itary s ide 
o n Civ, s o m e t h i n g that c o u l d bene f i t 
f r o m a little a t t en t ion - a n d they s h o u l d 
b e a p p l a u d e d for their a t tempt to update 
the ser ies in this respect . Howeve r , by 
c o n c e n t r a t i n g so m u c h o n the mil itary 
s ide , t hey have w e a k e n e d the g a m e as 
a w h o l e . CivCFP is a f ine p i e ce of soft
wa re , a n d is def in i te ly the e q u a l o f A g e 
o f Empires (albeit t w o years younger ) , but 
they have l imited the opt ions avai lable to 
the player so m u c h that if y o u c o m p a r e 
it to the poss ib i l i t i es that res ide w i th in 
A l p h a C c n t a u r i , p l a y i n g C i vCTP f ee l s 
ra ther l ike p l a y i n g in a stra i t jacket at 
t imes . It's s a d , but I can ' t h e l p w i s h i n g 
that Sid M e i e r still h ad cont ro l over the 
Civ i l isat ion b r a n d . 

Danny 

Compo Corner 
-The Results 

Literally t h o u s a n d s o f p e o p l e e n t e r e d 
t h e W a r z o n e 2100 a n d C o m m a n d o s 
c o m p e t i t i o n last w e e k - we l l p e r h a p s 
nearer 50. The a n s w e r to the q u e s t i o n 

Which two films about blowing things up 
have Navarone in their title? 

is obv ious l y 

The Guns of Navarone 
and Force 10 from Navarone. 

The W inne r s b e l o w can c o m e into the 
Felix o f f i ce d u r i n g l unch s h o w s o m e ID 
and col lect the i r p r ize (First c o m e first 
choose ) . 

J. Clifford (Physics) 
A. Sleeman (EE) 

Shogo Shootout - The European Finals 
O n Thursday 8th Apri l a smal l b a n d o f 
Elite S h o g o p laye rs w e r e b r o u g h t 
t o g e t h e r by M e d i a C o n n e c t i o n UK a n d 
M ic ro ids to the sacred a rea k n o w n as the 
P lay ing Fields - actual ly a sub te r r anean 
cyber g a m e s ca fe just b e h i n d War ren 
Street t u b e s ta t ion. There they f o u g h t it 
ou t for the title o f Eu ropean C h a m p i o n 
- a n d for t h e m o n e y , a c o o l 100,000 Yen 
(500 o f your c n g l i s h p o u n d s ) . 

For those not pay ing attent ion Shogo 
is a rab id m a d robot b a s e d 3rd p e r s o n 
shoo te r . Pass ing over the n o r m a l shot 
g u n t h e s e beas t s f ire h u g e e n e r g y 
w e a p o n s t h e s i ze o f l a rge c h i m n e y 
stacks. 

The Brits we re there in force wi th five 
o f the six Finalists on ly h a v i n g to brave 
t ransport as far as Lancash i re . The C o n 
t inenta ls w e r e on l y r e p r e s e n t e d by a 

F rench c o m p e t i t o r ( the Italian 
d r o p p e d out at the last m inu te ) . 

The frant ic f i gh t i ng t h r o u g h the 
six c h o s e n batt lef ie lds left h u n d r e d s 
d e a d and w o u n d e d , t h o u g h luckil iy 
there w e r e no civi l ian attrocit ies and 
a b s o l u t e l y n o co l l a te ra l d a m a g e I 

r epo r t ed . The two t o p d o g s w e r e 
then faced wi th a final twe lve minute 
f i ref ight b e f o r e the w i n n e r A n t h o n y 

| W a d s w o r t h (WAD) w a s c r o w n e d . 

After all this exc i t ement there was an 
a m e t e u r c o m p e t i t i o n b e t w e e n the vari
o u s p ress a n d indus t r y p e o p l e at the 
event . Un fo r tuna te l t y it w a s at this po int 
that you r repor ter had a n attack of c o n 
s u m p t i o n a n d had to m a d e his excuses 
a n d leave t h e bu i ld ing rather than embar 
rass the n a m e o f this f ine paper . Hones t 
Guv , w o u l d t h e G a m e s Ed lie to you? 
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Fighter Squadron - Screamin' Demons over Europe (PC) 

Activision • • • • 

E a a a a a a a o o o o w w w w dakka d a k k a dakka 
dakka and ano the r pesky Jerry pi lot w a s 
g o i n g to taste the salty Engl ish C h a n n e l . 
The c o o l soph i s t i c a t ed pi lot c h e c k e d h is 
six. ca l led his w i n g m a n a n d t u r n e d for 
h o m e . Wel l that is h o w it s h o u l d have 
gone . In the real wo r ld the e n g i n e roared 
into life. I tax ied d o w n o n t o the runway 
a n d then just b e f o r e l e a v i ng t h e g r o u n d 
t u r n e d the p l ane in to a n i c e b l a z i n g 
m o d e r n art d isplay o f tw i s ted me ta l . Per
haps a f ighter pi lot 's life is not for m e -
the p lanes just jitter and h a n d l e a bit t oo 
quickly. 

f l ight s imu la t ions espec ia l l y m o d e r n 
flight s imu la t i ons are ge t t i ng m o r e rea l 
istic. This usual ly m e a n s t a k i n g off, spot 

t i ng s o m e red dot o n the 
radar, p o i n t i n g your p l ane 
roughly in the direct ion and 
f i r ing a f e w miss i les . They 
l ook bril l iant, but a rc m o r e 
t ed i ous than w a i t i n g for a 
g i r l f r i end to try s o m e 
c lo thes o n in the c h a n g i n g 
r o o m . Ac t i v i s i on have lis
t e n e d a n d g o n e a n d set a 
f l ight s i m back in the days 
w h e n t h e bu l l e t s w e r e 
d e s i g n e d to rip c lo th , meta l 
a n d f l esh f r o m less t h a n 

300 me t r e s , f ina l l y t i m e to put s o m e 
exc i t emen t back into t h e fl ight s ims. 

f igh te r S q u a d r o n is a bit o f a mis 
n a m e d g a m e really. Sure there are fight-

out, these are obviously 

lesshandv in l h . r o h a l i i 

stakes, but at least you can ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

f l o w i n g sp i t f i re o f the 
g a n g - espec ia l l y w h e n the m a c h i n e is 
p o w e r e d by a n i ce fast g raph i cs ca rd . 
The s o u n d is the s table a n d swift m o s 
qu i to , a d d i n g m o r e of an e d g e . Unfor-

ers ap len ty all l u n a l e l y in 
ready and will- ^ the fun fac
ing to s c r eam tor it's i h e 
i n to the air Y s low l.an-
a n d be s e n . (as ter . il 
br ick l ike back " s s lakes a wh i le 
d o w n o n the •• lo ge l g o i n g 
g r o u n d aga in , ss and doesn ' t 
but the re arc; • 

a lso b o m b e r s ' O l i l l I' \: ' 

f r o m Br i ta in , ycyy . ' •:•»• as y o u 
G e r m a n y a n d : m lie :L' • : 
the US to try ' V ? also 1 lies like 

40M 

a c r o w c o m p a r e d to the f a l con o f Air 
C o m b a t S imulator . It's not bad , in fact it's 
very g o o d actually, but in certain bits - the 
qu i ck f l ight g a m e for ins tance - it just 
doesn ' t fee l as f u n as it s h o u l d be . 

Yes il is e x c i t i n g , it has f igh te rs , 
b o m b e r s a n d has e v e n got that little 
m i n x o f a m o s q u i t o for y o u to fly over 
t u r o p e . It has abso lu t e l y s u p e r b g r a p h 
ics, but there is a s impl ic i ty a n d fun c l e 
m e n t w h i c h is just s l ight ly m i s s i ng f r om 
this f l ight s im . It is de f ina te l y o n e for the 
fly boys '-and gir ls ' library, espec ia l l y w i th 
i h e net o p t i o n s out there , but pe rhaps 
no t for t h o s e try ing to kick the shoot-em-
up b u g . 

Gary 5. 

$.S.Ci?2 PSX VWerictn) 
Structural: 39 
Propulsion. 8 , 
Fuel: 8 • MM 
Habitation: 4 _ I 
Life Support' * ' / 
Population: ttl<BHg 
En.r»: IMC ' ,V„ 
Mass: 29, 500 t ^9&faap 
Fuel: fOW fusion Pwt <83|rV 

Wfx 
Estinafsd.ArriVal: kB. tSSS 

Civilization 2 (PSX) 
Activsion • • • • 

R e m e m b e r t h e o ld e l e p h a n t j o k e s l ike 
"what g a m e are t w o e l ephan t s ab l e to 
play in a min i ' s boo t - squash" ? Wel l this 
is the reverse: w h a t o l d e l e p h a n t can be 
squashed Into a p laystat ion - the g a m e 
Civ i l izat ion 2, that 's wha t . Civ 2 is ge t t i ng 
a little bit o l d , espec ia l l y w i th A l p h a Ccn-
turi and the n e w Civ - Call To Power tw ins 
currently bat t l ing it out for the PC strat
egy g a m e of the year award a l ready, but 
w i th n o t h i n g e lse a n y t h i n g l ike this o n 
the playstat ion sure ly it has to b e the 
best. 

C iv i l izat ion 2 w a s a lmost a c o m p l e t e 
copy of the or ig ina l Civ - but w i th m u c h 
better g raph ics a n d s o u n d . C o n t r o l l i n g a 
small tribe, you took t h e m f r om the d a w n 
of history into the s p a c e a g e , v i a the 

d ip lomat ic , scienti f ic and mi l 
itary tw is ts a n d tu rns that 
occu r o n the b u m p y rai lroad 
o f history. It w a s a case o f 
k n o w i n g w h e r e your cu l ture 
w a s g o i n g a n d ge t t ing there 
b e f o r e a n y o n e e lse c o u l d . 
Ever f anc i ed a Utopia b a sed 

ISPS u p o n sc ient i f ic democ racy ? 

|: . yr;\ • i'i dsns 
a n ice b e n e v o l e n t dictator
sh ip for t h o s e w i th conques t 
in their eyes. The possibi l i t ies 
w e r e a l m o s t e n d l e s s . We l l 

f ina l l y PSX o w n e r s have f ina l ly got a 
c h a n c e to cont ro l a e m p i r e a n d pract ice 
g e n o c i d e o n a g l oba l sca le f r o m the 
c o m f o r t o f their o w n l iv ing r o o m s . 

O b v i 
o u s l y y o u 
can ' t ge t a 
w h o l e e l e 
p h a n t in a 
min i ' s boo t . 
In fact w h a t 
e ve r y o u 
c o u l d fit in 
the b o o t 
w o u l d n ' t 
l o o k m u c h 
l ike an e le 
p h a n t but 

m u c h m o r e a grey-red 
puree , but luckily Civ i l izat ion 
2 o n the PSX has not b e e n 
m a n g l e d b e y o n d r e c o g n i 
t i on . The o b v i o u s c h a n g e is 
in the v i ew on the sc reen . As 
the PSX reso lu t ion is lower 
than the PC the a m o u n t o f 
i n f o r m a t i o n o n the s c r een 
has b e e n cut d o w n . N o 
m o u s e (wel l , not e v e r y o n e 
has a PSX m o u s e ) has a lso 
mean t the cont ro l m e t h o d 
has b e e n r edes igned . Its not 
as s imp le as the PC w a y but is easy to 
p ick up - t h o u g h the m e n u sys tem d o e s 
m e a n that to g o to o n e o p t i o n c an 
requ i re a bit o f nav iga t i on r o u n d the 

g a m e . T h e 
lack o f a key
b o a r d a l so 
m a k e s a n y 
c u s t o m i s a t i o n 
o f city n a m e s 
a c o m p l e t e 
pain - t hough I 
s u p p o s e that 
p r e v e n t s the 
w h o l e o f the 
Ce l t i c e m p i r e 
h a v i n g c i t ies 
n a m e d af ter 

v i l l ages a n d h a m l e t s f r o m Nor th War
w i cksh i r e . The fancy little cut s e q u e n c e s 
h a v e a l so b e e n cut ou t , t h o u g h the 
t h r o n e r o o m a n d the adv isors are kept. 

But desp i t e all o f Ihis t r i m m i n g it is 
still as inc red ib ly add ic t i ve as it a lways 
was . II p a s sed the f l a tmate c h a l l e n g e 
w i th f l y ing co lou r s - I c a m e downsta i r s 
early in the m o r n i n g to d i scover my flat
m a t e t ry ing to h o l d of f the Zu lus and the 
R o m a n s , a n d this f r o m a pe r son w h o at 
m i d n i g h t w a s say ing that it l o o k e d too 
s l o w a n d b o r i n g . G a m e I n somn i a strikes 
yet aga in . So PSX'ers beware : the strategy 
g a m e is after y o u , a n d like a g o o d s l eep 
v a m p i r e wi l l k e e p y o u a w a k e for as l ong 
as it n e e d s . 

Gary 5. 
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Xii E DQLEG &fc Alton Tow0J?s 
Those silly people at Beatwax foolishly let two of our 'crack' reporters loose at Alton Towers. Here is their experience, lovingly written 

for all to enjoy. Not good enough for you? Well, you too can experience it for yourself, by entering our crazy competition at the end. 
The mission was simple, we had been sent out to check 
on five scary rides deep in country. We weren't Ihe only 
ones out there though. The opposition, student media 
types all, would be there too all trying to survive the 
theme park jungle. It was going to be fun, tough but fun. 

Day 1 - The Black Hole 
Remember when you were young and horror films 
shown in the cinema were really scary but when you see 
it on video during the day it wasn't quite as good. Well 
these fiends have reversed this process for roller-coast
ers. By covering it up, and not bothering with things like 
lights, it has been turned from a gentle fun ride into a 
rictus wide grin moment and a half. 

One down, four to go both of us came out of that 
well despite having to suffer Anjit on my lap. Ihe next 
target was the Oblivion. Intel reports on this were 
sketchy, it was tall and fast but that's all we had been told. 

Day 4 3 - Oblivion 
The trek from the exit of the black hole to the entrance 
of the oblivion was 
completed as fast 
as we could, to 
stay as dry as pos
sible. We were 
doomed to stay 
dry for too long, 
but we finally 
realised this when 
the stinging rain 
pricked us in the 
face when the 
Oblivion began its 
climb to the top. 

The climb was wet, but we soon forgot about the 
/ rain. Intel reports had also 

^ / said that this ride was quick, 
they failed to mention just how 

*"/~>N-»v it was quick. It is quick, but 
that is like describing a 
hurricane as a little 
windy and wet. From 

one hundred and fifty feet up you drop through a steam 
shrouded hole and hurtle underground until the screams 

- a time when even Dr Who could cause slight anxiety 
attacks. We took the cable car to the final two rides. Our 
nemesis awaited. 

D a y 68 - Ripsaw 

and perhaps in hind
sight making Anjit ride in the 
front was a little cruel. But reporting is a cruel game and 
there was no place for mercy. There was also no time 
for a second go, the enemy time and the opposition 
were all that stood between us and the free alcohol err 
mission. 

D a y 62 - The Corkscrew 
The rush of the obliv
ion firmly behind us 
we reached the edge 
of Ug land. Ug land -
the land that sun for
got. Base had man
aged to get some 
pictures of the leg
endary Corkscrew to 
us on the ground. It 
was, as we expected, 

• deep within ug-land. 
We crept under Ihe 

cover of heavy rain, pausing only to cover our tracks using 
the adolescent life that teems about the larger rides, 
finally we found the corkscrew - the holy grail of British 
roller-coasters. Over a decade ago this twisty turney 
thing first started to scare as only a twisty turney roller-
coaster can. Time hasn't been gentle to this old lady of 
twist, and even anjit came away with a sense of unfor-
fillment. It was still fun, the triple corkscrew bit was still 
twisty & turney but we had all been much younger then 

This was going to be the wet one. Every theme park was 
at least one and this was the latest Alton Towers attempt 
to drench the unsuspecting punter. The ripsaw was 
ihought up by someone whose idea of a good time was 
putting a fountain underneath a fast spinning bench. Out 
nerves, shot to pieces by the cable car, liked the calm
ing effect the harness that locked us firmly in had. We 
might never be spawn children or speak quite as deeply 
ever again but we were firmly held as the bench was 
spun and rocked. We took the soaking well, possibly 
because we were already wet. The spinning though was 
severe. For the first time my veteran's stomach was 
churning-just a little. Four down, one to go. We had to 
face nemesis to complete our mission. 

D a y 69 - Nemesis 
We were finally here, the nemesis, the scary one. From 

the moment the har
ness comes down 
and the floor drops 
away we realised that 
it was still the nastiest 
piece of work in the 
park. The Oblivion is 
big and quick, the 
black hole scary but 
the Nemesis is just 
down right evil. The 
arcing left hand turns 
all lead up to a loop 

where only half of it is above ground level. All of this 
while sitting on a seat which has the friction content of 
a freshly shlned burger bar plastic special, allowing you 
to dangle and swing your feet in fresh, unsupporting air. 
Evil, pure and unadulterated minute madness. The grin 
from Anjit after he got off this one worried me for a few 
minutes though after a few slaps he regained enough 
composure to race to the evacuation point. 

Competition 
Thanks to those lovely people at Beat

's^ wax, we have five pairs of tickets for 
I Alton Towers to give away, valid until 

the Autumn. The only catch is 
that we can't provide travel 
for you. "So where is it?" I 
hear you cry! Well, that's for 

you to find out: 
To enter the compet i t ion, 

I place a dot on the map oppo-
site where you think Alton Tow

ers Is. 

Entries should be in by Wednesday 
5pm, and the closest five will win. 

Summer Ball 1999 
Win a load of Jelly Bellys with our exclusive competition! 

With tickets for Imperial's ball now on sale, you can expect a host of give aways and 
competitions in the coming weeks. Currently, we have a stash of jelly bellys to give 
away (about 10Og per winner). To get them, simply answer the following question: 

What do Glastonbury and the Summer Ball have in common? 
a) They arc both attended by thousands 

b) fhey both use the same lighting contractor 
c) 25th June is the date for your diary 

d) All of the above 

The first five people to tell the editor the correct answer after noon today (Tues
day), and utter the magic words "I want to have a ball" get the candy. Silly, Isn't it? 
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Can Man Utd do the treble? 
As the footba l l s e a s o n w i n d s up for this year, the q u e s t i o n o n eve r yone ' s m i n d s is can M a n c h e s t e r Un i t ed to the u n p r e c e d e n t e d t reb le - that is w i n the FA Cup , Ihe Pre
miersh ip , a n d , pe rhaps b igges t o f all, t h e Eu ropean cup . Here is a qu i ck l ook at w h a t they wi l l have to d o if they wan t lo s u c c e e d . 

LEAGUE FA CUP EUROPEAN CUP 

While Arsenal we re busy thrash ing M i d d l e s b r o u g h 6-1 at the Riverside, M a n Utd could 
only draw with Leeds. This left Arsenal t op o f the l eague wi th M a n Utd a point beh ind 
in s e c o n d . 

Che l s ea cou ld only d raw w i th She f f i e ld W e d n e s d a y a n d Leicester, a n d after los
ing in the Cup-Winner 's c u p s e m i f ina l , it l ooks l ike b e i n g a fruit less s e a s o n for the 
West Londone r s . 

Look ing at the r e m a i n i n g ma tches , it is clear that Arsena l have the t o u g h e r task, 
w i th h o m e ma t ches aga ins t De rby a n d As ton Vil la, as we l l as a trip to Leeds and a 
t o u g h Nor th L o n d o n de rby w i th T o t t e n h a m , a n d ex-manager G e o r g e G r a h a m . 
Un i ted hardly have a m u c h eas ier task, f a c i n g Vi l la at h o m e be fo re t ak ing on Liv
e rpoo l , B lackburn a n d M i d d l e s b r o u g h away, a n d f in i sh ing up w i th Spurs at O ld Traf-
ford . 

Manches t e r Un i ted look to be favour i tes , however , a l t hough A lex Ferguson may 
be t e m p t e d to rest players for fear o f r isk ing injury w i th the e n d o f s e a s o n Euro
pean Cup Final. That wi l l b e A rsena l ' s c h a n c e to get in a n d pick up g r o u n d o n U td . 
It is interest ing that bo th T o t t e n h a m a n d A s t o n Vi l la are bo th invo lved a n d c o u l d 
he lp dictate the des t i na t i on o f the title. A r sena l fans wi l l be particularly i n c e n s e d 
if their t e a m loses to a I o t t e n h a m s ide m a n a g e d by the Arsena l revered G e o r g e 
G r a h a m . 

Felix prediction: Arsenal not quite strong enough. Man Utd - Just 

f MANCHESTER UNITED " \ f~ ARSENAL 

Sat M a y 1 (h) A s t o n Vi l la 
W e d M a y 5 (a) L i ve rpoo l 

Sun M a y 9 (a) M i d d l e s b r o u g h 
W e d M a y 12 (a) B l a ckburn 
Sun M a y 16 (h) T o t t e n h a m 

Sun M a y 2 ( h ) Derby C o u n t y 
W e d M a y 5 (a) T o t t e n h a m 
Tue M a y 11 (a) Leeds U td 
Sun M a y 16 (h) As ton Vil la 

Man Utd v Newcastle Utd 

The first t ime ever that t w o Un i teds have 
me t in the f inal o f the o ldes t cup c o m 
pet i t ion in the w o r l d , a n d it s h o u l d be a 
g o o d encoun te r . W i th o n e eye o n t h e 
E u r o p e a n c u p f ina l t h e f o l l o w i n g 
W e d n e s d a y , A lex Fe rguson is likely to 
rest N i cky Butt a n d p o s s i b l y D w i g h t 
Yorke/Andy Co l e a n d Peter S c h m e i c h e l . 
It has l o n g b e e n k n o w n that the Euro
pean cup is the t rophy h e truly des i res . 

Newcast le m a n a g e r Ruud Guil l it wil l 
be h o p i n g that D u n c a n Fe rguson wi l l 
have returned to partner A lan Shearer in 
attack, but his s ide wi l l have to i m p r o v e 
signif icantly on their pe r f o rmance in the 
semi-final defeat o f T o t t e n h a m . Their 
de fence , in particular, is look ing a bit sus
pect. 

Howeve r , the ma t ch wi l l l ikely b e 
fairly o p e n w i th Fe rguson rest ing s o m e 
players and therefore m a k i n g the t eams 
m o r e e ven . 

Felix p red i c t i on : D r a w 1 -1 
Newcas t l e t o w i n in ext ra t i m e 

Bayern Munich v Man Utd. 
to b e p layed at N o u c a m p S tad ium, 

B a r c e l o n a 

The key to this m a t c h for U l d is Ryan 
Giggs. Fo l low ing his brilliant goa l against 
A rsena l a c o u p l e o f w e e k s a g o , Fergu
son wil l l ook to h i m to p rov ide the play 
m a k i n g - espec ia l l y w i th a t tack ing m i d 
f ie lders Roy Keane and Paul Scholes sus
p e n d e d . U n i t e d s h o u l d really be up for 
this m a t c h as the a t m o s p h e r e in the 
N o u c a m p s t a d i u m is un l ike any other . 

Bayern have a bit o f a reputat ion for 
b e i n g a bit l ike G e o r g e G r a h a m ' s Arse 
nal - they play for the result and are thus 
usual ly fairly du l l . N o n e o f their players 
part icular ly s tand out , apart f r o m the 
e x p e r i e n c e d Lo tha r M a t t h a u s at 
s w e e p e r . 

This has the potent ia l to be a great 
m a t c h , w i th b o t h t e a m s in their first 
E u r o p e a n f inal for over 20 years. 
Look ing into my crystal ball I can see Alex 
Fe rguson ' s d r e a m at last b e i n g rea l ized . 

Felix p r e d i c t i o n : Man U td win 2-0 

AEROBICS Summer '99 
Day Time Level Description 

Monday 12.-30 
5:30 
6.-30 

General 
General 
Intermediate 

Circuit Training 
Body Sculpt 
Aerobics 

Tuesday 5:30 IntlAdv Aerobics 

Wednesday 1.-00 
5.-30 

General 
Intermediate 

Body Sculpt 
STEP 

Thursday 12:30 
5:30 

BegUnt 
Intermediate 

Body Conditioning 
Aerobics 

Friday 5:30 IntfAdv Aerobics 

Sunday 2,-00 Advanced STEP 

KbnaingftHt Gordons 
Ken*!-Site 

y 

RCA r---
r~ f 

y !+••: i.ai :<:•: =£•. 

r 

I - I " 
f-'nnovr: 

t-

C L A S S E S HELD H E R E 

Q a s s Pr ices 

Members £1.25 

N o n Me inb er s J?, 2.00 

Professional Instructors 
at Student Prices!! 

Special Offer! 

1/4 Price 
Membership 

I, 2 IC Students 

& 3 IC Staff/Other Students 

Only 'Validfor 3 Weefe 

(Offer end Mon 17th 'May 99) 

" A H ( ' tosses a r e h e l r i ( 

. T o Jo to f a , .fast t a r n up 
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Summer Sports Diary 
M A Y 
12: UEFA C u p f inal ( M o s c o w ) 
14: Cr icket Wo r ld C u p b e g i n s 
15: Tetley's Bitter C u p f inal (Tw icken 
ham) ; Swa lec C u p f inal (Cardiff) 
16: P r em ie r sh ip s e a s o n f i n i shes 
16: M o n a c o G P ( M o n t e Carlo) 
19: Eu ropean Cup-Winners ' C u p f inal 
(Villa Park) 

22: FA C u p f inal (Wemb ley ) 
M a n U td v N e w c a s t l e 

23- 29: Prutour cyc l ing tour of Britain 
24-June 6: French Tenn is O p e n (Paris) 
26: Eu ropean C u p f inal (Barce lona ) 

M a n U td v Bayern M u n i c h 
29 -1 June : N a t i o n w i d e Lge play-off 
f inals (Wembley ) 
30: Span i sh G P (Cata lunya) 
JUNE 
5: Euro 2000 qualif iers: England v Swe
d e n ; Faroe Is lands v Sco t l and 
7-13: Stel la Arto is Ch ' sh ip ( Q u e e n ' s 
Club) 
: Euro 2000 qual i f iers : Bu lgar i a v Eng
l and ; C z e c h Repub l i c v Sco t l and 
12-13: Le M a n s 24-hour race 
13: C a n a d i a n G P (Mont rea l ) 
17-20: US G o l f O p e n (P inehurst ) 
19-20: Eu ropean Ath le t i cs C u p (Paris) 
20: Cricket Wor ld C u p f ina l (Lord's) 

21-July 4: W i m b l e d o n 
27: F rench G P (Magny-Cours) 
30-July 4: H en l e y Royal Regat ta 
JULY 
1-5: Eng land v N e w Zea l and , 1st Test 
( Edgbaston ) 
3-25: Tour d e France 
8-13: Wo r ld S tudent G a m e s (Pa lma, 
Ma jorca ) 
11: British G P (Si lverstone) 
15- 18: The O p e n (Carnoust ie ) 
16- 18: Na l ' l R o w i n g Ch ' sh ips ( H o l m e 
P ier repont ) 
22- 26: Eng land v N e w Z e a l a n d , 2nd 
Test (Lord's) 
25: Aust r ian G P ( A l - R i n g ) 
A U G U S T 
1: G e r m a n G P ( H o c k e n h e i m ) 
5-9: Eng land v N e w Zea l and , 3rd Test 
(O ldT ra f f o rd ) 
12-15: US PGA ( M e d i n a h ) 
15: H u n g a r i a n G P (Hungaro r ing ) 
19-23: Eng l and v N e w Z e a l a n d , 4th 
Test (Oval ) 
22-29: W o r l d R o w i n g C h ' s h i p s (St 
Cather ine ' s , Canada ) 
29: NatWest T rophy f inal (Lord's) 
29: Be lg ian G P (Spa-Francorchamps) 
30-Sept 12: US Lawn Tenn i s O p e n 
( N e w York) 

CROSS COUNTRY 

X-Country Cross Channel 
CRIC Relays, Paris 

S ince w e ' r e not o n e o f the b i g c lubs 
w e ' r e not a l l o w e d to g o o n a tour as 
such, however the hard work w e put into 
the o rgan isa t ion of the Hyde Park Relays 
pa id d i v i d e n d s in t h e f o r m o f c o a c h 
travel to Paris for the CRIC relays. This is 
the French ve rs ion of Imperial l oca ted in 
An thony , ou t s ide Paris. 

W e met the Kings / UCL s c u m at ULU 
a n d b e g a n by success fu l l y l ynch ing the 
b ig bird cos tume , only to be thwar ted by 
a larger than life U L U s teward w h o fa i led 
to s e c the f u n n y s ide . 

H a v i n g f inal ly f o u n d our des t ina t ion 
w e w e r e d i s a p p o i n t e d to f i n d t h e y 
r e q u i r e d a 300 q u i d d e p o s i t for ou r 
r o o m s , so Paul a n d N i ck m a n a g e d to 
coax the requ i red f rancs f r o m a nea rby 
cash mach ine . With the race itself on the 
Saturday w e w e r e f ree to c l imb t h e Eif
fel Tower (apparently only 14ft taller than 
the Phys ics b u i l d i n g ) a n d tou r Paris, 
be fo re f inal ly ge t t i ng s o m e s l eep . 

The race is s imi lar to our even t w i th 
the s a m e t e a m s w i n n i n g , O x f o r d got a n 
a w e s o m e start w h i l e C a m b r i d g e l a g g e d 
b e h i n d . Paul M c k a y m a n a g e d to stay in 
front o f C a m b r i d g e ' s Dan Leggate for a 

w h o l e 2 0 0 m g i ven a t en s e c o n d start. 
W e had to b o r r o w girls f r o m Ho l l oway 
a n d U E A s i n c e w e w e r e n ' t f o r t una t e 
e n o u g h to have any w i th us. 

I w a s gui l ty (again) of c reat ing three 
average t eams , p reven t ing us f r om beat
i ng UCL but e n s u r i n g all th ree t e a m s 
got h o m e b e f o r e K ings. A c c o r d i n g to 
the results I ran the fastest l eg for us and 
the 10th fastest o f the day - later it w a s 
p roved that our o u t s t a n d i n g runner was 
Ben w h o had actual ly run bo th his legs 
a m i n u t e faster t han our next best run
ner. M e a n w h i l e G i les t o o k the full f lack 
for b e i n g the last m a n out o n the track 
as he w a s sub j e c t ed to Ihe Private Pile 
t r ea tment by the ent i re s q u a d . 

The c h a m p a g n e w a s o p e n e d a n d 
w e all b e g a n to prepare for the evening 's 
ente r ta inment inc lud ing the naked 4*400 
relays w o n this year by N o t t i n g h a m w h o 
retained their title. Whilst this occured the 
t e a m sku l ked o n t h e d a n c e f loor so as 
not to e m b a r r e s s the o ther compet i to rs . 

This trip wi l l b e r e m e m b e r e d fond l y 
by all if on ly for m i n e a n d Boaz ' s inces 
sant w h i n g i n g a n d Kinky 's h e l m e t . I 
h o p e to s e e y o u all next year. 

Dave 

The winner of last issue's crossword (1142) is Catherine Luther 
P lease c o m e Into t h e o f f i c e t o co l lec t you r p r i ze . Entries for th is w e e k ' s c r o s s w o r d s h o u l d b e r ece i ved by 1 p m W e d n e s d a y . 

Across Down 

CRYPTIC CROSSWORD 
by Sheep 

I A m e r i c a n read-only m e m o r y has a 
unit o f res is tance all c o n f u s e d , but 
w e hear he 's still a f u n guy . (8) 

6 A Royal Air Force ace loses his bott le , 
but keeps his f lask o n t h e tab le . (6) 

9 Islamic G o d loses Henry in the mixup 
but f inds Dipsy 's f r i end . (4) 

10 In my gen ius togs , I put fo rward an 
idea . (10) 

I I You th has an u n e m p l o y e d a r o m a . 
(10) 

12 K n o w w h y I'm horny? SA cash ! (4) 
13 A n o ld say ing most l y s u m s up h o w 

o l d y o u are. (5) 
14 Impetuous person may have a fever. 

(3-6) 
16 A strategy c o m p l e t e l y w i t h o u t co l 

lege, manages peop le diplomatical ly . 
(9) 

19 Beg in w i th ba f f l ed tarts. (5) 
21 A s t r o n a u t w i t h o u t m a c e t u r n e d 

a r o u n d . (4) 
23 A cus tomer a n d his o d e w e r e shaken 

a n d fa i led to f in ish . (10) 
25 A n o b l e m a n in tractors w i th arl i f ic ial 

i n te l l i gence . (10) 
26 F o u n d in b o g s w i t h o u t re fe r ing to 

t h e mat te r o f d o i n g s o m e t h i n g 
aga in . (4) 

27 Re fuge for nitrate-free p o p p e r s a n d 
us. (6) 

28 M o r e brie is shee r ice. (8) 

2 You have to so l ve this o n e w i thou t 
a n y he l p . (7) 

3 Sugar-free c r a n i u m s h o w s the way. 
(9) 

4 C o n f u s e d , y o u cry for he lp a n d arti
f ic ial i n s e m i n a t i o n in t h e desert . (5) 

5 D y n a m o s a n d motors are m a d e f r om 
g e o c e n t r i c me ta l . (15) 

6 Is this f e l i ne hones t ? (7) 
7 It g o e s a r o u n d . T u r n e d a r o u n d it 

g o e s a r o u n d . A Rolls Royce g o e s 
a r o u n d t o o . (5) 

8 A n impa t i en t f l i ng sho r t ens a t w e n 
t ie th o f a pint, pe rhaps . (7) 

15 Insect runs a w a y w i th lover r u m i 
nants . (9) 

17 M o t h e r ' s g o i n g b a c k to I r e n c h 
fa thers to g ive currents . (7) 

18 M o u r n if it's all the s a m e . (7) 
20 G o back ove r the terrace. (7) 
22 Bl ind a snai l a f f ec ted by t h e nose . (5) 
24 Fr iend has t e a but is lustreless. (5) 


