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The S t u d e n t s ' N e w s p a p e r at Impe r i a l C o l l e g e 

Success for IC's Second Ball 
The s u m m e r ball is definitely g o i n g a h e a d 
at A lexandra Palace o n Friday 25 June. The 
dec is ion to conf i rm the event was taken 
despite the sponsorsh ip p rob l ems the ball 
has been fac ing, leav ing the s u m m e r ball 
commi t tee wi th the daun t i ng but a c c o m ­
plishable task of acquir ing funds for the ball 
this term. David Hel lard, ICU President, 
has w e l c o m e d the news , assur ing s tu ­
dents that "anyone w h o g o e s wil l love it." 

The s u m m e r ball was in and out o f 
f inancial diff iculties for m u c h o f last t e r m 
( 'Summer Ball's Sponsorsh ip O rdea l , Felix 
issue 1134), after a success ion o f s p o n ­
sorship dea ls w i th var ious c o m p a n i e s fell 
th rough. It had been h o p e d that Procter & 
G a m b l e w o u l d provide a large a m o u n t o f 
m o n e y for the event - in a n ema i l da ted 19 
february a representat ive stated that sev­
eral recruiters "wou ld like to offer s o m e 
sponsorship". O n 21 March , however , Proc­
ter & G a m b l e d e c i d e d to pull out o f the 
deal . O n the same w e e k e n d Uni lever also 
pul led out, leav ing the ball w i thou t any 
major sponsors. Since then the commi t t ee 
has had s o m e success, with sponsorsh ip 
f rom G o l d m a n n Sachs and L'Oreal l ook ing 
likely. 

M o r e progress has been m a d e thanks 

By Ed Sexton 

to the A l u m n i Of f i ce , under the gu idance 
o f Clive Oakley, w i th £3000 to £5000 n o w 
l o o k i n g l ike a n a c h i e v a b l e a m o u n t o f 
m o n e y f rom old Imperial students. Approx­
imate ly £2000 in sponso r sh ip w a s a lso 
ob ta ined over Easter. Co l lege , however , 
have b e e n less f o r thcoming . N ick Griffith, 
Cha i rman of the s u m m e r ball commi t tee , 
p r e s e n t e d c o l l e g e w i th a p roposa l 
I n tended to e n c o u r a g e sponso r sh ip o f 
the ball s o m e t ime ago . In Ihe proposal he 
po in ted out that such an event "reflects 
highly on the co l lege" a n d w o u l d attract 
a l umn i and staff, as we l l as current stu­
dents. If the ball b e c a m e an annua l event, 
like the M a y balls at O x f o r d a n d C a m ­
br idge , it cou ld a lso p r o m o t e Imperial in 
the m e d i a and industry sectors. Co l lege 
rejected these arguments, with the Deputy 
Rector ins ist ing that he cou ld not give 
m o n e y f r o m his f u n d s , as t h e s e are 
rese rved for a c a d e m i c d e v e l o p m e n t s . 
Dave Hellard s u m m e d up h o w he saw the 
Col lege 's position,- "anything to d o with the 
students shou ld be f u n d e d by the Un ion " . 

Currently a further £7500 is n e e d e d , 

assuming 1500 tickets are sold (generat ing 
just over £80,000). The U n i o n has under ­
written the event, m e a n i n g that any short­
fall wil l have to met f r o m the Un ion ' s 
reserve funds, "tickets arc £10 m o r e than 
last year, cost ing £55 for students. Nick Grif­
fith justif ied the increase by exp la in ing the 
variety of attractions that should be present 
at this year's ball. The event shou ld inc lude 
a b i g w h e e l , a c lass ic h o r s e c a rouse l , 
d o d g e m s , a cas ino, a cover b a n d a n d , 
hopeful ly , a guest speaker . C o a c h e s to 
the event a rc b e i n g prov ided by Capital 
Coaches , and shou ld hopefu l l y be better 
organised than last year, w h e n most of the 
coaches w e r e late. 

A s we l l as pra is ing the A l u m n i Of f i ce , 
N ick Gri f f i th cau t ious l y w e l c o m e d the 
Union 's support, th ink ing that "the sabbs 
deserve s o m e credit". Fee l ings towards 
the ball in the U n i o n have b e e n m ixed , 
mainly due to the serious financial p rob lem 
that will result if tickets d o not sell we l l . 
Ano the r content ious issue is the relat ion­
ship b e t w e e n the ball and the ICSM s u m ­
mer ball, wh i ch is s chedu l ed to take place 

the day be fore IC's, on Thursday 24 June. 
Wade Gayed, ICSM president, was insistent 
that he d id suppor t the IC ball, but was 
mind fu l that there arc "st rong fee l ings for 
a separate ball in ICSM". A l t hough sup­
portive of the idea of a c o m b i n e d ball, he 
felt that the med i ca l merge r was not long 
e n o u g h a g o to s tage such a n event; "one 
year is too s o o n to expect a single ball... no 
med i cs are g o i n g lo IC's ball, except first 
years". Dave Hellard agreed that a lot of first 
year med i c s w o u l d c o m e to IC's ball, and 
said h e cou ld "unders tand w h y they want 
their o w n ball", but w e n t o n to claim "ours 
will be better". The s u m m e r ball has sur­
v ived the politics and financial troubles, 
howeve r ; n o w it is up to the students t o 
m a k e it a success. 

Information 
Tickets g o o n sale f r om the U n i o n Of f ice 
o n Friday 30 M a y 

- £55 for s tudents 
- £65 for staff 

The s u m m e r ball c o m m i t t e e w o u l d we l ­
c o m e sugges t ions for the guest speaker 
Email n.grlfflth@ic.ac.uk 
M o r e info: www.su.lc.ac.uk/summerball 

Medics Football Fall from Grace 
ICSM Footbal l has sensat iona l l y b e e n 
stripped of the First Division Championsh ip , 
as a result o f last minute wrang l ings f rom 
arch-rivals Guy's, Kings and Thomas ' (GKT). 

The K ings M e d i c s success fu l l y 
appea led against t w o fixtures, in w h i c h 
they c l a imed ICSM Firsts h ad f i e lded a 
ringer, in the s h a p e o f Dr J ona than 
Hough ton . Dr H o u g h t o n c o m p l e t e d his 
course last year, and consequent l y is no 
longer el igible for UL c o m p e t i t i o n , but it is 
bel ieved that h e has played in all but t w o 
games of the season . Indeed, if the results 
of all the games in wh ich his n a m e appears 
on the teamsheet w e r e over turned, ICSM 
w o u l d be left w i th just six points - and 
wou ld face relegation to the Second Divi­
s ion. 

Crucial ly, t h e reversal o f t h e t w o 
matches (in both o f wh i ch Dr H o u g h t o n 
scored) means a six point sw ing f rom ICSM 
to GKT, m o v i n g the Kings M e d i c s to 43 
points, and thus into first p lace, ea r ing 

By David Roberts 

t h e m promot ion to the Premier Division 
(where they replace the relegated Royal 
School o f M i n e s squad). Meanwh i l e , ICSM 
Firsts drop into third place, behind UCL's sec­
o n d string. 

t h e ultimate placings, however , arc. 
still not final. ICSM have appea led against 
the decision, and, although their appeal has 
b e e n rejected by UL Sports League Co­
ord ina to r Ruth Crawford at the first stage, 
the final dec is ion o f Nei l Walker (ULU's 
Sports Off icer) was not k n o w n at t ime of 
g o i n g to press. Whilst it is possible that the 
ICSM victories over GKT could be reinstated, 
the appea l a lso carries wi th it cons iderable 
dangers, as an appeals panel w o u l d have, 
in Ruth Crawford 's words, "every oppor tu ­
nity to take whatever dec is ion they felt 
appropriate...it is not b e y o n d the realms o f 
possibility that they could d e e m vo id ing of 

all matches a possibility"- In this way, every 
match in wh ich Dr Houghton played w o u l d 
be declared an oppos i t ion walkover, and 
thus ICSM w o u l d be relegated to Division 
Two. If that we re not bad e n o u g h , the 
knock-on effect w o u l d be the automat ic 
d e m o t i o n o f ICSM S e c o n d s to Div is ion 
Three, as UL rules state that no reserve team 
may play In the s ame division as their firsts. 

Howeve r , the most likely scenar io 
remains the current status quo , as eligibil­
ity cannot usually be disputed after a match, 
unless (as in this case) the player c o n ­
cerned failed to p roduce a valid ID w h e n 
asked to do so by the opposl ton on the day 
of the match. Consequently, as GKT arc the 
only side to have disputed eligibility, the two 
matches wh i ch have already b e e n vo ided 
are the only ones wh ich can realistically be 
called into quest ion . 

Unfortunately, none of the ICSM squad 
we re available for c o m m e n t - we' l l br ing 
you the final dec is ion next week . 
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Millennium Fever 

The last day of the sp r i ng t e r m c u l m i ­
na ted in the usua l f ies ta that is the Car­
nival. A l t hough m i l l enn ium fever fa i led to 
bui ld up in respect to t icket sa les c o m ­
pared to o ther carnivals, this w a s m o r e 
than a d e q u a t e l y c o m p e n s a t e d for by a 
m o r e ma tu re a n d apprec i a t i ve c r o w d . 

The n u m e r o u s h o u s e a n d g a r a g e 
fans at IC had their m o m e n t w h e n Sher-
f ie ld 's o w n securi ty stalwarts o the rw i se 
known as Chil l iblank mixed the tunes. The 
r o o m was cultural ly insp i red by Arthur C 
C la rke ' s ep i c , 2001 A Space Odyssey, 
wh i l e as usua l the chill-out r o o m w a s 
wel l re f reshed by its se lec t ion o f en t i c i ng 
cocktails. 

O n e o f the major foca l po in ts at the 
event w a s t h e p o p u l a r b o u n c y 
LaserQuest . So k e e n w e r e s o m e o f the 
combatants that a g u n w a s s to len by o n e 
miscreant. dB's was ba thed in mus i c f r om 
the ub iqu i tous Shaft. The live m u s i c w a s 
provided courtesy of the Sugarp lums w h o 
s e e m e d to be m o r e at h o m e w i th ind ie 
rather than funk. The p e o p l e in the m o s h 
pit, w h o w e r e certainly r oused by m a n y 
an a n t h e m , c o n f i r m e d this. 

Congra tu la t ions g o to M a r k H o m e 
and his Ents t e a m for their d e d i c a t e d 
and of ten u n h e r a l d e d efforts for ano the r 
satisfactory n ight . 

Entrepreneurs Wanted 

Can you des c r i be c o m m e r c i a l a p p l i c a ­
t ions of you r d i sse r ta t ion conv inc ing l y ? 

If y o u are a recent post-doc or ant ic ­
ipate c o m p l e t i o n of your P h D or M D by 
September , y o u are e l ig ib le for the Inno­
vat ion Grants C o m p e t i t i o n run by the 
Merr i l l Lynch f o r u m . 

The c o m p e t i t i o n has a t o p p r i ze o f 
$50,000, t w o s e c o n d p r i zes o f $20,000 
a n d two o f $10 ,000 . t h e f o r u m a l so 
makes awards to the w i n n e r s ' un ive rs i ­
ties, and wil l g ive a spec ia l cash grant to 
the Univers i ty that submi t s t h e m o s t e l i ­
g ib le entrants . Entrants m u s t s u b m i t a 
3,000 w o r d e x p l a n a t i o n o f h o w the i r 
research cou ld be d e v e l o p e d Into a c o m ­
merc ia l p roduc t or serv ice . The desc r i p ­
t i on mus t Inc lude a s u m m a r y o f t h e 
project, a n ou t l i ne o f the c o m m e r c i a l 
idea , an analysis of the po ten t i a l marke t 
for that c o m m e r c i a l d e v e l o p m e n t , a n d a 
discussion of technica l steps necessary to 
br ing the i nnova t i on to marke t . 

Entries must be submi t t ed by 15 Sep­
t ember 1999. Deta i led in fo rmat ion a b o u t 
the c o m p e t i t i o n , h o w to app l y , t h e 
j udges , last year 's w inne r s , etc. a n d a 
s a m p l e p r o p o s a l a r c a v a i l a b l e at 
ht tp : //www.ml .com/innovat ion . 

In brief... 
Computing Chartered 

Joint M a t h e m a t i c s a n d C o m p u t i n g s tu ­
dents look set to gain Chartered Engineer 
status w h e n they graduate, prov ided that 
they d o e n o u g h c o m p u t i n g . The Insti­
t u t e o f C h a r t e r e d E n g i n e e r s r ecen t l y 
r e v i e w e d the D e p a r t m e n t o f C o m p u t ­
ing 's u n d e r g r a d u a t e courses , a c c o r d i n g 
to the i r n e w regu la t ions . The 12 m o n t h 
M S c cou rse in A d v a n c e d C o m p u t i n g has 
a lso b e e n acc red i t ed ; Director of Studies 
Ma rga re t C u n n i n g h a m be l ieves that this 
is the first c o u r s e o f its k ind to be r e cog ­
n i s e d . The C o m p u t i n g cou r se s have 
b e e n re-accred i ted ; an M E n g in c o m ­
p u t i n g wi l l g ive Char te red status, wh i l e a 
BEng wi l l m a k e g radua tes Incorporated 
Eng ineers . 

Bugs on the 

Increase 

k n o w l e d g e o f S w e d i s h is not r equ i r ed , 
a l t h o u g h it m a y prove usefu l in the un i ­
versity bars! The scho la rsh ip covers all 
f ees a n d hall a c c o m m o d a t i o n , as we l l as 
a m o n t h l y bursary, but not travel costs . 
Cand ida tes must be UK nationals, usual ly 
res ident in Britain, a n d be e x p e c t i n g to 
get a first or s e c o n d class d e g r e e f r o m 
Imper ia l (normal l y an M L n g or MSc i ) . 
The d e a d l i n e for app l i ca t ions is 10 M a y 
a n d f o r m s are ava i lab le f r o m R o o m 319, 
Sher f ie ld Bu i ld ing . For m o r e i n f o rma t i on 
contac t the registry or N ige l Whea t l ey , 
the Depu ty A c a d e m i c Registrar,- n.wheat-
ley@ic.ac.uk. 

Biochemistry Fire 

A fire in the b a s e m e n t o f the B i o c h e m ­
istry bu i ld ing dur ing the hol idays b rought 
two fire eng ines on to campus . The blaze, 
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c a u s e d by a n o t e b o o k left o n s o m e 
e q u i p m e n t , w a s s o o n ex t i ngu i shed , and 
for tunate ly n o s igni f icant d a m a g e was 
c a u s e d , as t h e b a s e m e n t is h o m e to the 
depa r tmen t ' s e l ec t ron m i c r o s c o p e s . 

A c c o r d i n g to research carried out by 
Dr Peter M c E w e n , Research Director 
o f Insect I n ves t i ga t i ons Ltd, o n e 
pr inc ip le e f fect o f recent increases 
in g l o b a l t e m p e r a t u r e is a cor re ­
s p o n d i n g inc rease in insect p o p u ­
l a t i ons . W h e t h e r or no t y o u 
subsc r ibe to g loba l w a r m i n g t h e o ­
r ies, s t u d i e s have r e v e a l e d that 
1990, 1995 a n d 1997 w e r e t h e 
w a r m e s t years for over 500 years, 
a n d 1998 w a s the hottest s u m m e r 
o n r eco rd , in t e rms o f a ve rage t e m ­
pera tures f r om a r o u n d the w o r l d . 
For Br i ta in r e cen t m i l d w e a t h e r 
cou ld m e a n a not i ceab le increase in 
m o s q u i t o , w a s p a n d m i d g e n u m ­
bers. In recent years the UK has 
s e e n the a p p e a r a n c e of m a n y n e w 
insec t s p e c i e s , I n c l u d i n g seve ra l 
t ypes o f w a s p . A certa in a m o u n t o f 
c yn i c i sm is adv i sed b e f o r e y o u g o 
b u y i n g insect repe l lent , h o w e v e r , 
as the research was carr ied out o n 
b e h a l f o f ' Jungle F o r m u l a Insect 
Repe l lent ' . 

Swedish Scholarship 

Opportunity 

C h a l m e r s Univers i ty of T e c h n o l o g y 
in G o t h e n b u r g , S w e d e n , of fers o n e 
s cho l a r sh ip per year t enab l e on a 
o n e year Mas te r ' s p r o g r a m m e . The 
M a s t e r ' s p r o g r a m m e s p r e s e n t l y 
o f f e r e d by C h a l m e r s i n c l u d e var i ­
ous e n g i n e e r i n g a n d m a n a g e m e n t 
cou r ses , as we l l as phys ics , c o m ­
mun i ca t i on and env i r onmen t based 
subjects . Tu i t ion is in Engl ish and a 

Directlink Computer Services 
Looking to upgrade your PC ??? 

Check out our prices !!!! 
Processors 
AMD K6/2 350Mhz £53.90 
Cyrix M2 300Mhz £24.20 
Pentium II 350Mhz £117.70 
Graphics 
Intel i740 8Mb £23.50 
Voodoo II 12Mb PCI £59.00 
TV card w/Teletext PCI £33.50 
Voodoo 3 16Mb A G P £82.10 
Hard Drives 
Maxtor 3.4Gb EIDE £67.00 
Samsung 6.4Gb EIDE £84.20 
Fujitsu 8.4Gb EIDE £94.20 
Fujitsu 10.2Gb EIDE £109.20 
Modems 
Motorola 56k V/Fax PCI £15.90 
Rockwell 56k V/Fax ISA £28.20 
Rockwell 56k V/Fax Ext. £38.60 
ISDN 128k PCI £25.80 

MIDI tower case - AT £19.60 

Monitors 
14" digital 3Yr warranty £70.10 
15" digital 3Yr warranty £86.40 
17" digital 3Yr warranty £132.50 
Memory 
32Mb 100Mhz DIMM £25.80 
64Mb 100Mhz DIMM £45.10 
128Mb 100Mhz DIMM £88.80 
16Mb EDO SIMM £18.80 
Soundcards 
Typhoon 3D 16Bit ISA £7.70 
Cre Labs SB128 Value £27.60 
Cre Labs 3D Live Value £55.50 
Cre Labs 3D Live Full £118.80 
Motherboards 
T X S k t 7 , 512K+3D sound £34.70 
TX Skt7, 100Mhz, A G P £41.40 
Abit Pll LX, Slot 1, A G P £46.20 
Abit Pll BX, 100Mhz, A G P £64.90 

£19.60 Mini tower case - A T X £26.80 

All prices plus VAT and P&P. E&OE. Prices correct at time of going to print. 

5 Linux Distributions for £15 inc VAT & P&P 
Basic distribution CD only. All documentation on the CD. 
Choose from Redhat 5.2, Redhat 5.2 source, Slackware 3.6, 
Debian 1.3 R8, Stampede, Caldera OpenLinux, Mandrake. 

Check out our website for full list: http://www.directlink.co.uk 
To place an order send an email to sales@directl ink.co.uk 

Or write to Directlink Computer Services, 
FREEPOST ANG1878, Leigh-on-Sea. Essex, SS9 3GE 

Or ring: 0777 166 6002 
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Printed at M C P Litho Limited, Units B2 & B3, Hatton Square, 16 - 16a Baldwins Gardens, London EC1N 7RJ Felix is a registered newspaper : ISSN 1040- 0711 
Felix is p roduced for and on behalf of Imperial Col lege Un ion Publication Board. Copyright © felix 1999. Photographic copyrights remain with photographers. 
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I.C. SPORTS CENTRE 
Open from: 
Monday to Friday 
Saturday & Sunday 

7.00am 
8.00am 

Throughout the year many 
different courses including 

tennis, squash, and swimming 
are at the Sports Centre with 

reduced rates for Students. We 
also run a varied aerobic, yoga 

and dance schedule in 

The 

r | ^ONE 

— II * 

7 Princes Gardens. Ext 48964 

Student charges: 
Weekday Weekend 

Membership Free Free 

Swimming 

Per session £0 .60 £0 .50 

3 month pass £12 .50 N/A 

Sauna & Steam 

Per session £0 .60 £0 .50 

Fitness Gym 

Per session £0.70 £0 .50 

3 month pass £14 .00 N/A 

Induction £3 .00 £3 .00 

Swim & Gvm 

Per session £1 .10 £0 .80 

3 month pass £22 .00 N/A 

Sauash 

30 minute court £1 .50 £1 .25 

40 minute court £2 .00 £1 .75 

Racket hire £1 .50 £1 .50 

Tennis 

1 hour court £1 .00 £1 .00 

(Tennis club member) £0 .50 £0 .50 

Racket hire £1 .50 £1 .50 

(N.B. 9 & 12 month passes are also available) 

2 for 

Mon - Fri 7. 

/ squash. Reserve two sessions 
00am - 10.40am and only pay for one. 

Free Induction for use of the fitness gym! 

* Special offers available until 14th May 
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Noisy Eaters 
Dear Felix 

This let ter c o n c e r n s a d i s g r u n t l e m e n t 
w h i c h I a m su re m a n y o f us u s i n g t h e 
l ibrary for q u i e t s t u d y s h a r e - that o f 
no i s y ea te r s . 

A s if t h e b r a i n d i d n o t s t r a i n 
e n o u g h at t h e e f f o r t s o f a c a d e m i a , 
t h e gu t s a n d ea r s a l so a r e m a d e to 
turn at t h e ' c r u n c h , s l u rp c r u n c h ' o f 
m e e k l o o k i n g y o u n g s t u d e n t s s u r r e p ­
t i t i o u s l y c o n s u m i n g t h e i r s e c r e t e d 
dor i t tos . O n e can tell t h e s e m e e k c r e a ­
tu res a re a w a r e o f the i r c r i m e - w h e n 
o n e g l a r e s at t h e m t h e y d r o p t h e i r 
g a z e in s h a m e a n d a t t e m p t t o d e v o u r 
the i r n o i s y s u s t e n a n c e m o r e q u i e t l y . 

This w i l l no t d o ! It is t h e u t m o s t in 
v u l g a r i t y a n d b a d m a n n e r s . I a m 
t e m p t e d to lace the i r f o o d w i t h a r s en i c 
- if o n l y t h e y g a v e m e t h e c h a n c e by 
l e a v i n g t h e l ibrary e ve r o n c e d u r i n g 
the day. 

Yours & c 

D isgrunt l ed 

W h o a r e t h e s e fa i r m e n a n d w o m e n , 
t h e c h o s e n o n e s w h o c a n s e c r e t e 
do r i t t o s . O r Is It secret-ecf? O n a m o r e 
s e r i o u s n o t e , p e r h a p s t h e l i b r a r y 
s h o u o l d h a v e a n a r e a y o u c a n e a t in 
(no is i l y or o t h e r w i s e ) , f o r t h e t e n h o u r 
m a r a t h o n rev i se r . - Ed 

Dear Edi tor , 

Dav id H e l l a r d (Fel ix 24 M a r c h ) u r g e s 
" a f f i rmat i ve a c t i o n " t o f o r c e t h e i s s u e 
o f all d ay o p e n i n g o f t h e H e a l t h C e n ­
t re . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , h e h a s n o t p r e ­
s e n t e d t h e r e a s o n s w h y t h e H e a l t h 
C e n t r e c u r r e n t l y c l o s e s d u r i n g 
l u n c h t i m c . 

W h e n t h e H e a l t h C e n t r e is o p e n , 
eve ry m e m b e r o f s ta f f is d e a l i n g w i t h 
p a t i e n t s , or a c t i n g o n t h e i r b e h a l f . 
T h e r e is l itt le t i m e to h a v e b r e a k s or 
ca t ch up o n the e s s e n t i a l a d m i n i s t r a ­
t i o n n e c e s s a r y t o f u l f i l o u r v a r i o u s 
o b l i g a t i o n s a n d c o m m i t m e n t s t o 
pa t i en t s . W h e n t h e H e a l t h C e n t r e is 
c l o s e d at l u n c h t i m e s ta f f s t a g g e r the i r 
l u n c h b r e a k s s o that t h e s e e s s e n t i a l 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e t a sks m a y b e c a r r i e d 

Wednesday 12 May 
From Machine to Musicl 
Jonathan Harvey talks a b o u t his m u s i c 
invo lv ing e lec t ron i cs , w i th i l lustrat ions. ' 

Haldane Collection, Central Library 

Level 1 at 18.45. 

All welcome. 

out . I his ' ca tch u p t ime ' is essen t i a l for 
the r u n n i n g o f t h e H e a l t h C e n t r e . 

I h a v e p o i n t e d o u t r e p e a t e d l y t o 
D a v i d that o u r s e r v i c e a r r a n g e m e n t s , 
i n c l u d i n g t h e i s sue o f o p e n i n g h o u r s , 
are cons tan t l y u n d e r rev iew. W e wi l l b e 
re-cons ide r i ng our a p p o i n t m e n t s c h e d ­
u l e s to s e e h o w w e c a n a c c o m m o ­
d a t e h is c o n c e r n s . 

D a v i d c o n f u s e s t h e i s sue o f pe r ­
c e i v e d l a ck o f a p p o i n t m e n t s w i t h 
l u n c h t i m e o p e n i n g . O p e n i n g at 
l u n c h t i m e w o u l d no t en ta i l t h e c re ­
a t i o n o f m o r e a p p o i n t m e n t s , m e r e l y 
t h e s h i f t i n g o f t h e i r t i m e s , l u r t h e r -
m o r e , as D a v i d k n o w s , t h e m a i n r ea ­
s o n for s c a r c e a p p o i n t m e n t s d u r i n g 
t e r m - t i m e is t h e ve r y h i g h non-a t t en ­
d a n c e rate by s t u d e n t s . O v e r 100 D o c ­
to r s a n d N u r s e s a p p o i n t m e n t s w e r e 
lost d u r i n g t h e m o n t h o f Feb rua r y d u e 
to non-a t t endance , ma in l y by s tuden ts . 
If s t u d e n t s let us k n o w w h e n they a re 
u n a b l e to a t t e n d w e w o u l d b e a b l e to 
o f f e r t h o s e a p p o i n t m e n t s to o t h e r s . 

T h e H e a l t h C e n t r e is not a d e p a r t ­
m e n t o f C o l l e g e . It is a n i n d e p e n d e n t 
g e n e r a l p rac t i ce c o n t r a c t e d to p r o v i d e 
a s t u d e n t h e a l t h s e r v i c e a n d a n e m e r ­
g e n c y se rv i ce d u r i n g w o r k i n g h o u r s . By 
far t h e ma jo r i t y o f ou r f u n d i n g c o m e s 
f r o m t h e N a t i o n a l H e a l t h Se r v i ce a n d 
n o t f r o m t h e C o l l e g e . T h e C o l l e g e 
l i a i ses w i t h us as to h o w w e p r o v i d e 
t h e s e r v i c e s that a re c o n t r a c t e d w i t h i n 
t h e c o n f i n e s o f t h e f i n a n c i a l a r r a n g e ­
m e n t b e t w e e n us, a n d M A D S A C is t h e 
a d v i s o r y c o m m i t t e e that e f f e c t s that 
l i a i s o n . 

W e w o u l d a sk D a v i d that , w h e n 
a d v o c a t i n g 'a f f i rmat ive a c t i on ' , h e bear 
in m i n d o u r p a t i e n t s ' c o m f o r t , s a f e t y 
a n d c o n f i d e n c e w h e n u s i n g t h e hea l th 
c e n t r e , a n d the i r r ight t o c o n f i d e n t i a l ­
ity a n d p r i v a c y w h e n a c c e s s i n g t h e 
s e r v i c e . 

H o w e v e r a t t a c k i n g t h e Hea l t h C e n ­
t re isn ' t t h e w a y f o r w a r d . T h e s ta f f a r e 
d e d i c a t e d a n d c a r i n g a n d a lways ava i l ­
a b l e t o d e a l w i t h u r g e n t c a s e s . T h e y 
p r o v i d e a n e x c e l l e n t s e r v i c e . A s u s u a l , 
t h e q u e s t i o n is o n e o f r e s o u r c e s , a n d 
in th is c a s e t h e a n s w e r d o e s no t l ie 
w i t h the H e a l t h C e n t r e . 

Y o u r s f a i t h fu l l y 

Dr . I rene W e i n r e b 
D i r e c t o r , C l i n i c a l S e r v i c es 

Computer Programming 
Tuition 

I l a v ing t roub le w i th your 
c o m p u t i n g course? 

Fr iendly tu i t ion by I.C 
c o m p u t i n g g radua te . 

email James at 

jrr1@doc.ic.ac.uk. 

ICU Newsagent - Newspaper prices 
Over 50% off compared to other outlets -

Our Price 
Times 15p 
Telegraph 15p 
Independent 20p 
Guardian 20p 
Financial Times 30p 
Other newspapers -

Sun 
Daily Mirror 
Daily Mail 
Daily Express 

30p 
30p 
35p 
35p 

Cover Price 
30p 
45p 
45p 
45p 
85p 

On the main 

walkway opposite 

the Union Shop. 

Princes Gardens tennis courts 
These t enn i s cour ts have recent ly b e e n r esu r f aced a n d c an b e b o o k e d by Co l ­

l ege m e m b e r s at the Pr inces G a r d e n s Sports Cen t re . 

Open Mon to Sat 9am - 8.30pm, Sun 9am - 6pm, until October 

£1 per hour for IC Students 

Free Holidays in Turkey! 
Stay wi th a Turkish family and only pay 

for your fl ight 
for an appl icat ion f o rm and m o r e infor­

mat ion s e n d a SAE to 
T R A S P A U K 

NO: 83 ,132 W e s t b o u r n e Terrace 
L o n d o n W2 6 Q | 

Do you like cake? 
Cake tasters requ i red o n a voluntary 

basis, week ly , early Sunday morn ings . 
M u s t be expe r i enced in bo th the 

s imp le s p o n g e a n d the m o r e comp lex 
fruit varieties. 

Call 0171 373 0863 & leave a message . 

Bicycle Hospital 
Second-hand b ikes for sa le 

o n c a m p u s . 
Bike repairs o n c a m p u s 

email James at 

Jrr1 ©doc.ic.ac.uk. 

For Sale 
Two-piece Yves Saint Laurent suit 

Doub le-breas ted , cha rcoa l co l ou r w i th 
f ine p inst r ipe 

S ize 48 (European) (Rough ly 40" chest , 
32" waist , 30" leg) 

Hard ly worn-£100! 

Call E leanor o n X48772 
or e 'mal l e .s .garth@ic .ac .uk 

Deadline for letters for 
is 12noon Wednesday. 
Please include the words 

'Letter for Publication' in 

the header of letters. 

Letters may be edited for 

length, but will not be altered 

in any other way. Letters need 

not be s igned, but a swipe 

card must be shown when 

submitt ing anonymous letters. 

mailto:jrr1@doc.ic.ac.uk
mailto:e.s.garth@ic.ac.uk


26 April 1999 Editorial 
K O S O V O A P P E A L 

I Call us now - 0870 60 60 900 

Your gift will provide the food, 
clothing, shelter, water, and health 
care they need to survive the 
terrible weeks of uncertainty ahead. 

Kosovo 

Yes, I'm afraid the blanket media cov­
erage has even affected your much-
loved (?) Felix. Besides, term has 
barely started and the few news writ­
ers we do have are still revising in far 
flung corners of the globe. Anyway, I 
believe that we all have a conscience, 
and not even impoverished students 
are exempt from this. "Why is he hung 
up on this humanitarian crisis, while 
successfully ignoring famine in Africa 
and oppressive regimes in Asia and 
Latin America?" I hear you ask. The 
brutally honest answer is that it is a lot 
harder to make a real di f ference in 
places like Sudan. Aid agencies can 
do their best, but at the end of the 
day a change of attitude is needed as 
much as money. In Kosovo, however, 
a large injection of cash could make 
all the difference in the coming weeks 
- for many, the difference between 
life and death. 

Enough propaganda - what about 
the politics? Well, I'm staying out of 
them. I am aware that we have rep­

resentatives from many nationalities 
at Imperial, and don't want to obscure 
the humanitarian problem by opening 
a political can of worms, for the pur­
poses of this rant and this newspaper, 
I don't care if you blame the Serbs, 
NATO or the jolly green giant for the 
crisis. I do care that there is a crisis, 
and that people need help. 

Thus I call on all media editors at 
the col lege to do their bit by includ­
ing a banner like the one above in 
their publications - and I include web 
editors and IC Reporter in that. Web 
banners (similar to the one above) 
can be taken from the Disasters 
Emergency Commi t t ee web site 
(www.dec.org.uk), while I will happily 
design a high resolution version that 
can be printed. I also call on Felix's 
readers, and in particular some of the 
better paid members of the college, 
to respond to such pleas. And if any­
one 's got any good fund-raising ideas 
then feel free to pop by for a coffee 
somet ime. Perhaps we could auction 
off the spare granite from those infa­
mous flower beds... 

Summer Ball 

The Union has taken a chance by 
underwriting the ball, so I would ask all 
those in two minds as to whether to go 
to also take a chance and get a ticket 
(assuming the previous topic hasn't got 
you saving every penny). I don't think 
it was made explicit in the article on 
page one, but this will be IC's second 
ball ever, and if it doesn't work out 
there won't be one next year. So the "I'll 
go next year" defence won't work. I 
shouldn't really need to persuade any­
one - the event speaks for itself, and 
looks like being the highlight of the 
year - but I guess student apathy, and 
the nervous smiles seen in ICU when 
the subject is mentioned, have finally 
got to me. 

A previous editor of lelix had an 
idea for such an event as the ball. Basi­
cally, it involved producing a newspaper 
every hour for the duration of the 
evening, using digital cameras and fast 
photocopiers. So your embarassing 
antics are down in print for all to see on 
the night. It would obviously take a 

dedicated and efficient team of jour­
nalists and editors to make such a stunt 
work, and is unlikely to happen this 
year, but if anyone is keen on the idea, 
let me know. 

Oh, by the way, welcome back 

I knew there was something I had for­
gotten to say. Good luck to all of you 
who have exams in the coming weeks 
(sorry, I can't help but gloat) - may sec­
ond order differential equations be your 
friend and short term memory loss your 
enemy. For light relief may I suggest AH 
Campbell 's thought for the Day (page 
7). I would recommend other parts of 
this issue but, to be honest and without 
offending my sub-editors who came 
back from their holidays early, this is 
one of my least favourite editions. If you 
agree, and have time and talent 
enough to write a letter of complaint, 
then why not write something for Felix? 
I am going to get that plug in another 
twenty times before Imperial's term, 
and mine, is over... 

I v . / OTT 
any purchase 
over £10. 
just pop down to tower records on 
kensington high st. and produce 
your Union card at the counter. 

"o f fe r ends 30/06/99. 
" exc l udes a l ready d i s counted sale product . 
*offer appl ies to the kens ington store only. 

kensington : 0171 938 3511 
www.towerrecords.co.uk 

http://www.dec.org.uk
http://www.towerrecords.co.uk
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Right Angles To Reality 
Food for Thought 

O ld M o t h e r H u b b a r d w o u l d 
h a v e u n d e r s t o o d . T h e f a c t 
that I d o n ' t k e e p a d o g , p o o r 

or o t h e r w i s e , as a pet d o e s n ' t e n t e r 
into it. C a n i n e n o n - p o s s e s s i o n i m p a c t s 
not u p o n t h e b a r e n e s s o f o n e ' s c u p ­
boa rds , a n d m i n e ce r t a i n l y w e r e ba r e . 
Eventua l ly , h a v i n g e a t e n all s e v e n o f 
t h e ha l ves o f o n i o n s that i n e x p l i c a b l y 
a c c u m u l a t e in e v e n t h e best r un o f 
f r i dges , a n d w h e n I c o u l d n o l o n g e r 
s t o m a c h yet a n o t h e r m e a l o f B is to a n d 
c o r n f l o u r fr itters f o l l o w e d by ice c u b e s 
a la T h a m e s Wate r , I r e l u c t an t l y h a d t o 
a d m i t that t h e t i m e h a d c o m e t o d i g 
ou t m y L i t t l c w o o d s d u f f e l coa t ( o n e o f 
t h o s e ' just t o o g o o d to m i s s ' b a r g a i n s 
that y o u ' r e a lways h e a r i n g a b o u t ) a n d 
t rog o f f t o t h e s u p e r m a r k e t to b e n d m y 
k n e e at t h e altar rail o f 20th c e n t u r y 
c o n s u m e r i s m . 

I a lways fee l t h e t in ies t bit gu i l t y 
about m a k i n g s u c h hard w o r k o f g o i n g 
s h o p p i n g . I m e a n it's on ly 
just d o w n the road, a fif­
t een m i n u t e wa l k at the 
very most . It's not l ike I 
have to trek for hours , 
bare foot u n d e r the m i d ­
day sun c lad on ly in a l o i n c l o th , s u c k i n g 
g roundwate r up t h r o u g h h o l l o w reeds in 
order not to d ie o f thirst, f o l l o w i n g t h e 
a lmost impe rcep t ib l y fa int tracks o f m y 
prey w h i c h I wi l l have to b r i ng d o w n 
us ing a David-and-Goliath-typc s tone in 
a s l ing . N o r d o I have to h e a d of f for a 
three day trip into d e n s e subt rop ica l rain­
forest a r m e d w i t h a 
spear a n d a ca tapu l t , 
s e a r c h i n g for a r m a d i l ­
los or s o m e t h i n g 
equal ly scaly a n d u n a p ­
petis ing to knock sense ­
less a n d t u r n i n to a 
casse ro le . C o m p a r e d 
to the l eng ths to w h i c h 
s o m e p e o p l e have to 
g o to in order to fulfi l 
their mos t bas ic d ie tary r e q u i r e m e n t s , 
my life is s impl i c i t y itself. O n the o the r 
hand , Kalahari B u s h m e n rarely have to 
c o n t e n d w i th a n irate p e n s i o n e r w h o , 
hav ing t aken t icket n u m b e r 47 at the 
del i counte r , w a n d e r e d o f f to get a bot ­
tle of C a m p co f f ee a n d then re tu rned fif­
t een m i n u t e s later, to f ind that the ' N o w 
Serving' n u m b e r has m o v e d o n to 62 a n d 
he has lost his p lace in the q u e u e . Like­
w ise I'm w i l l i ng to bet that i ns tances o f 
A m a z o n i a n Indians ge t t i ng s t ressed out 
because the on ly t ro l ley left is the o n e 
wi th the w h e e l b rake s tuck o n are very 
rare i n d e e d . 

This b e i n g sa id , I a m still o f t h e o p i n ­
ion that all in all I've p robab ly got the bet­
ter d e a l . O n e t h i n g fo r su r e . 

"...I have never 
been able to under 

stand why age 
should be a guar­
antee of quality..." 

supe rmarke t s have got a 
lot m o r e c o m p l i c a t e d 
s ince I used to sit in the lit­
tle seat at the front o f the a f o r e m e n ­
t i o n e d m o t i o n - i m p a i r e d t ro l ley . Back 
t hen , s h o p p i n g w a s s h o p p i n g , and not a 
' n o u r i s h m e n t acqu i s i t i on le isure exper i ­
e n c e ' , a n d a n in-store 
b a k e r y w a s s o m e t h i n g 
that h a p p e n e d a c c i d e n ­
tally w h e n t h e h e a t i n g 
got s tuck o n ful l in the 
m i d d l e o f s u m m e r . 
A n o t h e r t h i n g ev iden t to 
t h o s e o f us w h o r e m e m ­
ber w h e n t h i n g s w e r e 
pr iced to the nearest half 
p e n c e , is t h e ve r i t ab l e 
e x p l o s i o n in the r a n g e 
o f v e g e t a b l e s n o w avai l ­
ab l e to the d i s c e r n i n g c o n s u m e r . To be 
abso lu te l y frank, s o m e o f the g r eene r y 

cu r ren t l y m a s q u e r a d i n g as 
f o o d at your local fresh v e g 
coun te r scares the life out 
o f m e . N o t o n l y d o e s 
s o m e o f it l o o k l ike t h e 

2 2 2 ' n l ,d i r , u ryrvv 
*.i*z>' • ~ o n the p lanets v is i ted by 

the p e o p l e of f o f "Space 1999", 
but I can't p r o n o u n c e the n a m e s o f half 
o f t h e m , let a l o n e tell w h i c h bits to boi l 
a n d w h i c h to cut o f f a n d t h r o w away. 
The h u m b l e K i n g Edward a n d d e e p l y 
u n g l a m o r o u s Brussels Sprout have b e e n 
fo r ced into a s h o t g u n mar r i age w i th Pak 
C h o i a n d Khol Rabi, the long-term c o n ­

s equences of wh i ch can 
on ly b e g u e s s e d at. It's 
t h e s a m e w i th fruit. In 
the days w h e n all o f the 
b u b b l e s in car­
b o n a t e d drink 
h a d t o " p a ; 
the i r f i z z i c o o l 
t h e b igges 
cho ice faced b> 
t h e s h o p p e r 

w a s b e t w e e n G r a n n y Smith 's 
or Cox 's O r a n g e P ipp in , a n d 
the p u r c h a s e o f such exo t i ca 
as a box o f da tes w i th a pic ­
ture o f a c a m e l o n the l id, or 
a p i n e a p p l e , m e a n t e i t he r 
that C h r i s t m a s w a s just 
a r o u n d the corner or that y o u 
had a relative in hosp i ta l . Not 
any m o r e . P o m e g r a n a t e s sit 
a l o n g s i d e Starfruit w h i c h are 
themse lves c h e e k by towl with f t 
Lychees , or s o m e s imi lar pro- HPP« 
d u c e , w h o s e o n l y p r e v i o u s 
a p p e a r a n c e in Britain up until recent ly 
w a s In t h e A p e h o u s e at Regent ' s Park 
2 o o . 

P lease don ' t m i sunde r s t and m e . I'm 

"Back then, shop­
ping was shop­
ping, and not a 
'nourishment 

acquisition leisure 
experience'..." 

not say ing that all this new-
Matt Salter f o u n d c h o i c e in g r e e n g r o ­

cery and the abil ity o f the 
c o n s u m e r to n o w buy gristly Con t inen ta l 
s ausages that are so full o f fat that they 
on ly differ f r om cand l es in that t h e latter 
has a wick, is necessari ly a bad th ing . The 

e m e r g e n c e o f s to r e s 
that a re b i g g e r t h a n 
Noah ' s ark a n d con ta i n 
a g r ea t e r var ie ty o f 
meat a n d poultry, must 
b e a g o o d t h i n g f r o m 
t h e cultural-barr ier-
b r e a k i n g , h o r i z o n -
b r o a d e n i n g , 
consc iousness- ra i s ing 
po in t o f v i ew . No t on l y 
c an y o u n o w ge t 
c o m e s t i b l e s , to i l e t r i es , 

m a g a z i n e s , j eans , spa res for your car 
and w i n g - m o u n t e d air-to-ground miss i le 
racks for a n F-16 u n d e r o n e 
roof , but t h e t r ad i t i ona l l y 
u n a d v e n t u r o u s and nutr ient 
bereft British diet m igh t a l so 
take a turn for the better -
y o u never k n o w . I n a w a w j£ 
I h o p e that the s tandard o f 1| 
f o o d in th is c o u n t r y d o e s 1 
i m p r o v e if on l y s o that our 
s m u g European cous ins wil l n o longer be 
ab le to lord it over us in matters cul inary. 

O n e part icular ly w e l c o m e d e v e l o p ­
men t is the near e x p o n e n t i a l i m p r o v e ­
men t in the ready-meal marke t , to the 
point w h e r e heat-up curr ies actual ly l ook 
l ike cu r r i es a n d no t a 
slurry o f post-surg ica l 
of fa l and industr ia l e f f lu ­
ent d r i bb l ed over semi-
c o o k e d UNHCR-re j e c t 
r ice, as they d id in the b 
days w h e n Ves ta had 

: m o n o p o l y . As a 
rsy, th rus t ing y o u n g 
d e n t i s t w i t h l itt le 
t i m e a n d e v e n less 

inc l ina t ion to w i e l d pots a n d pans , 
m y s h o p p i n g baske t o f t e n 

i i n c ludes a f e w i t ems f r o m the 
cook-chi l l cab inet , a n d I p l a ced 
a c o u p l e o f 6 0 0 g Tag l i a te l l i 
C a r a b o n a r a a n d a C h i c k e n 
K o r m a in m y t ro l l ey . T h e y 
j o i n e d a se l e c t i on o f packe ts 
and tins and a mot ley co l lect ion 
o f exot ic fruit a n d v e g , w h i c h I 
h a d c h o s e n in a e f fo r t to 
a p p e a r c o o l a n d h ip w h e n 
u n l o a d i n g my s h o p p i n g at t h e 

til l . Next c a m e a jar o f Italian 
pasta s a u c e " m a d e to a 300-year o ld tra­
d i t iona l rec ipe" . I have never b e e n ab l e 
to unders tand w h y a g e shou ld be a guar­
a n t e e of quality, as imp l i ed by the label 

on the jar w h i c h I had just p laced into my 
trolley. I have o f t en w o n d e r e d w h e t h e r 
for the last th ree cen tu r i es Italian hus ­
b a n d s haven ' t b e e n e a t i n g s p a g bo l 
m a d e w i th this s a u c e w i th a g r i m a c e 
a n d say ing "What ta t h e hel l issa this? It 
tastes l ika shit" u n d e r their breaths . Fol­
l o w i n g this w a s a pot o f d e l u x e super-
thick-stand-your-spoon-up-in-it yoghur t -
the c u l i n a r y e q u i v a l e n t o f Russ ian 
Rou l e t t e a n d o n e that c o m e s w i t h a 
'no t i ceab l e h a r d e n i n g o f arteries or your 
m o n e y back ' g u a r a n t e e . A visit to the 
mea t c o u n t e r s h o w e d that t h e in f la t ion­
ary e x p a n s i o n h a d b e e n e x t e n d e d to 
this part of the store as wel l . N o w , as well 
as ch i cken a n d pork o n e cou ld purchase 
os t r i ch , a l l igator a n d k a n g a r o o . I toyed 
w i th the i d e a o f b u y i n g s o m e v e n i s o n 
but it w a s a bit dee r . The b read coun te r 
saw m e get t ing m y hands on a crusty cob 
a n d a packe t o f Amer ican-sty le d o n u t s 

w h i c h I d idn ' t really w a n t but w h i c h 
had a n extra 25 Advan tage 
Po ints o n t h e m . T h e n I 

s t e e r e d m y l a d e n t ro l l ey 
t o w a r d s t h e ti l ls, r es i s t ing 
t h e t e m p t a t i o n o f the 3 for 2 

Cas t ro l GTX o f f e r . I h ad 
p u r c h a s e d so m a n y th ings 

that I cou ldn ' t m a k e use o f t h e "eight 
i tems or g rammat i ca l l y incorrect" Express 
C h e c k o u t a n d I w a s f o r c e d to wa i t wh i l e 
the c u s t o m e r in f ront , w h o s e s h o p p i n g 
s e e m e d to consist entirely o f i tems either 
h a v i n g no pr ice or a n u n r e a d a b l e bar­
c o d e , s low ly p a c k e d his th ings away in 

a b o u t s e v e n t e e n s epa ­
rate bags a n d pa id wi th 
the tak ings of his Penny 
A r c a d e , b e f o r e I cou ld 
have t h e cost o f all my 
n e w p o s s e s s i o n s tot ted 
u p . T h e r e t h e n f o l ­
l o w e d the usua l f iasco 
o f p a y i n g for t h e stuff, 
w h e r e b y t h e cash i e r 
d o e s the i r level best to 

s h o v e the con t en t s o f m y s h o p p i n g trol­
ley d o w n the c o n v e y o r belt a n d into the 
h o l d i n g a r ea at the e n d faster t han I can 
stuf f t h e m in to t h e lud i c rous l y f l imsy, 
pre-r ipped p o l y t h e n e bags p rov ided , in 
s o m e gr im a n d m a n i c imitat ion o f that bit 
w i th the cudd ly toy at the e n d of the G e n ­
era t ion G a m e . I left t h e s h o p , s w e a t i n g 
p ro fuse l y a n d w i th t h e ve in in my t e m ­
ple pu l sa t ing uncont ro l l ab l y . 

There 's no d i sgu i s i ng it -1 hate d o i n g 
the w e e k l y s h o p . But at least it's over for 
ano the r s even days. Wi th a full larder my 
f o o d life wi l l b e m u c h i m p r o v e d , for a 
wh i l e at least. It's qui te a comfo r t i ng fee l ­
ing , only.. . o h d a m n I fo rgot to buy to i ­
let rolls. A n d Bril lo pads , a n d cof fee . . . 
a n d , ...oh for g o o d n e s s sake. . . 

"The emergence 
of stores that are 

sger than Noah's 
ark must be a 
good thing..." 
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Malaysian Focus 
Anwar Ibrahim: Guilty as Charged. What Next for Malaysia? 

I t w a s a tr ial that h a d n o p r e c e d e n t 
by Ma l a y s i an s tandards . Start ing w i th 
a s t o n i s h i n g r e v e l a t i o n s o f t h e 

p o l i c e ' s b r a i n w a s h i n g m e t h o d s , t h e 
p u b l i c w a s first i n t r o d u c e d to t h e c o n ­
cept o f ' neu t ra l i sa t ion ' a n d ' turnover ' in 
the A n w a r Ibrahim co r rup t i on trial . A f ter 
that it w a s a to r r en t o f o n e b o m b s h e l l 
af ter a n o t h e r a n d , u p to a p o i n t , t h e r e 
w a s a s e n s e o f s c e p t i c i s m as to w h a t or 
w h o m to b e l i e v e . W h e n d e f e n c e 
lawyers tr ied to a d d u c e e v i d e n c e o f t h e 
e x i s t e n c e o f a po l i t i ca l c o n s p i r a c y to 
t o p p l e A n w a r , t h e y w e r e b l o c k e d by a 
ser ies o f ru l i ngs c o n c e r n i n g the i r re le ­
v anc i e s by t h e j u d g e , A u g u s t i n e Pau l . 
The re w a s e v e n a j o k e g o i n g a r o u n d 
a b o u t t h e j u d g e ' s m o s t u s e d p h r a s e 
d u r i n g t h e t r i a l , " N o t Re l e van t ! " . H e 
e v e n w e n t o n e s t ep f u r t he r by c i t i n g 
o n e o f t h e l awyers as b e i n g in c o n ­
t e m p t o f cour t a n d s e n t e n c e d h i m to 
th r ee m o n t h s in ja i l . B e s i d e s b e i n g t h e 
l o n g e s t - r u n n i n g trial e ve r in M a l a y s i a , 
t h e 77-day h e a r i n g a l s o b r o k e m a n y 
o t h e r r e c o r d s in M a l a y s i a ' s G u i n n e s s 
B o o k of R e c o r d s : The first in w h i c h a 
f o r m e r D e p u t y P M w a s b r o u g h t to 
court , a first ever c o r r u p t i o n case w h i c h 
d idn ' t c o n c e r n a n y m o n e y o r u s e o f 
w e a l t h but o n l y a b u s e o f p o w e r , a n d 
t h e f irst in w h i c h t h e a c c u s e d w a s 

o 

c h a r g e d u n d e r a n 
act that w a s v i r tu ­
al ly non-ex i s ten t to 
b e g i n w i t h . It w a s 
a l so u n i q u e in t h e 
w a y tha t t h e 
c h a r g e s w e r e 
a m e n d e d by i 
p r o s e i u l i o n w h e n ; 
d o u b t s w e r e r a i s e d by t h e d e f e n c e 
o v e r t he i r a c c u s a t i o n s o f s e x u a l m i s ­
c o n d u c t by A n w a r , r e s u l t i n g in s ta te ­
m e n t s a n d ev idence ,- i n c l u d i n g t h e 
i n f a m o u s king-size, semen-s ta ined mat ­
t ress , to be e x p u n g e d by J u d g e Pau l . 

Ironical ly, the Black Eye inqu i ry w a s 
c o n d u c t e d c o n c u r r e n t l y w i t h h is cor ­
r u p t i o n trial a n d e x p o s e d rather d i s ­
t u r b i n g a s p e c t s o f t h e p o l i c e f o r c e . 
A n w a r s c o r e d a b i g p o i n t w h e n t h e 
former- IGP , R a h i m N o o r , s e n s a t i o n a l l y 
c o n f e s s e d to b e a t i n g t h e f o r m e r D P M 
o n t h e n igh t o f his arrest in S e p t e m b e r 
last year . That c o n f e s s i o n put t h e gov ­
e r n m e n t u n d e r i m m e n s e p r e s s u r e as 
p e o p l e e x p r e s s e d a n g e r a n d d i s c o n ­
ten t at t h e u n p r o f e s s i o n a l c o n d u c t o f 
t h e coun t r y ' s p o l i c e o f f i c e r s . It is a l so 
b e w i l d e r i n g h o w , at the m o m e n t , it is 
p o s s i b l e for R a h i m N o o r to be a b l e t o 
w a l k f r e e w i t h o u t a n y a c t i o n b e i n g 
t aken aga ins t h i m desp i t e h a v i n g m a d e 

NikB Hafiz 
a c lear a d m i s s i o n 
to b e a t i n g a h a n d ­
c u f f e d a n d b l i n d ­
f o l d e d m a n 
s e n s e l e s s in t h e 
v i c i n i t y o f t h e 
p o l i c e h e a d q u a r ­
ters . A n w a r , in t h e 
m e a n t i m e , h a d to 

Dr bai l c o n t i n u o u s l y s ee his request? 
b e i n g d e n i e d , a n d h e stil l hadn ' t b e e n 
p r o v e n gu i l ty . 

W i t h s u c h c l ea r o n e - s i d e d t rea t ­
m e n t o f t h e m a n , not m a n y p e o p l e 
he ld any i l lus ion that o n 14 Apr i l , A n w a r 
Ib rah im w o u l d b e c l e a r e d o f t h e fou r 
c h a r g e s . T h o u s a n d s c o n v e r g e d to t h e 
hear t o f t h e cap i t a l to s h o w the i r s u p ­
port o n t h e m o r n i n g o f t h e s c h e d u l e d 
a n n o u n c e m e n t . W h e n J u d g e Pau l , as 
e x p e c t e d , r ead ou t a gu i l t y ve rd i c t a n d 
p u n i s h e d A n w a r w i t h 6 years in p r i s o n , 
m o s t w e r e s h o c k e d at t h e l e n g t h y s e n ­
t e n c e . P e o p l e o n t h e s t r e e t w e p t 
o p e n l y , s o m e c l a i m e d i n j u s t i c e a n d 
e x p r e s s e d d i sbe l i e f . H o w e v e r , the mos t 
h e a r t b r e a k i n g o u t c o m e of this w a s that 
six y o u n g c h i l d r e n w e r e to b e d e n i e d 
their father for a m a x i m u m pe r i od o f six 
years. The e ldest o f the six, Nu ru l Izzah, 
w h o h a d b e e n a pi l lar o f s t r e n g t h for 
he r m o t h e r , Dr W a n A z i z a h , a n d t h e 

rest o f her s ib l i ngs ever s i nce her father 
w a s a r res ted , b r o k e d o w n in tears u p o n 
h e a r i n g t h e ve rd i c t . It w a s not o n l y a 
sad day for M a l a y s i a but , m o r e s i g n i f i ­
cant ly , for this f am i l y o f s e v e n to w h o m 
m a n y o r d i n a r y M a l a y s i a n s had o p e n e d 
the i r hea r t s s i n c e th i s d e b a c l e b e g a n . 

So w h e r e d o M a l a y s i a n s g o f r o m 
he re ? N o o n e c a n real ly p r ed i c t . The 
w h o l e e x p e r i e n c e has b e e n a n eye-
o p e n e r t o m a n y , r e s u l t i n g in i n c r e a s e d 
a w a r e n e s s a m o n g the usual ly apa the t i c 
major i ty . D i s sa t i s f a c t i on w i t h the ru l i ng 
party h a d g r o w n e x p o n e n t i a l l y s i n c e 
A n w a r l a u n c h e d his ' r e f o r m a s i ' m o v e ­
m e n t w i t h t h e e x p o s u r e o f c o r r u p t 
prac t i ces w i t h i n t h e g o v e r n m e n t . Q u e s ­
t i o n s h a v e b e e n r a i s ed ove r t h e i n d e ­
p e n d e n c e o f t h e j u d i c i a r y , p o l i c e 
p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m , j u s t i c e , f r e e d o m o f 
t h e m e d i a , r i gh ts o f e x p r e s s i o n a n d 
d e m o c r a c y . M a l a y s i a n s m u s t n o w c o n ­
t i n u e the i r q u e s t for c h a n g e w i t h o u t 
A n w a r , s i n c e h e wi l l e f f e c t i v e l y b e ou t 
o f po l i t i c s for a l m o s t a d e c a d e . H o w ­
ever , his p r e s e n c e wi l l be felt a n d w h a t 
h e h a s a c c o m p l i s h e d a n d s u f f e r e d , 
a l o n g w i t h m a n y o t h e r s in t h e past 
f e w m o n t h s , w i l l d e f i n i t e l y h a v e an 
e f f e c t o n t h e f u t u r e o f t h e M a l a y s i a n 
po l i t i ca l s c e n e , a n d t h e c o u n t r y as a 
w h o l e . 

Thought for the Day 

I t's n e a r i n g e x a m i n a t i o n t i m e , l ad ies 
and g e n t l e m e n . The sen io r m e m b e r s 
o f the s tuden t p o p u l a c e wi l l b e fac ­

ing stressful t imes , a n d c o u l d no d o u b t 
d o w i th s o m e prac t i ce at i n t e r p r e t i n g 
exam-type q u e s t i o n s . To h e l p ou t w i th 
this, I have g e n e r o u s l y set y o u a little 
p r o b l e m to p repa re y o u all for t h e trials 
a h e a d . 

Read the f o l l o w i n g carefu l ly : " N u m ­
ber o n e b a c k a n d s ides , cut shor t o n t o p 
and layered in , p lease . " Th ink y o u c o u l d 
unde r s t and that? D o e s it s e e m stra ight 
f o r w a r d e n o u g h ? D o e s it b e a r a n y 
r e s e m b l a n c e to t h e phrase "I w o u l d l ike 
to leave y o u r e s t a b l i s h m e n t l o o k i n g l ike 
M i c h a e l J fox? " I d idn ' t t h i n k s o . If y o u 
can spo t t h e d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n t h e s e 
t w o requests , t h e n I o f fer m y heart fe l t 
congra tu l a t i ons . You are of f ic ia l ly a bet ­
ter c and ida t e t han t h e utter ly i n c o m p e ­
tent w o m a n w h o cut m y ha i r o n 
G louces te r Road o n c e . (The prec i se l oca ­
t i on o f the b u s i n e s s in q u e s t i o n is still a 
secret.) You m a y w o n d e r h o w s u c h a 
f u n d a m e n t a l error c o u l d b e m a d e by 
s o m e o n e w h o s e l i v e l i h o o d o u g h t t o 

Chop chop... 
cons is t o f not m a k i n g p e o p l e l o o k like 
M i c h a e l J f o x . If this is the case , t h e n 
d o n ' t l o o k at m e for a n 
a n s w e r -1 had no i d e a as 
I f l ed t h e b u i l d i n g w i th m y 
hat firmly in place. Perhaps 
t h e fact that t h e Scissor-
B r a n d l s h i n g R e p r e s e n t a ­
t ive o f D o o m d idn ' t s p e a k 
any Engl ish w a s a con t r ib ­
utory factor , or at least n o 
d ia lec t I'd ever h e a r d . The 
f a b l e d L o n d o n se r v i c e 
industry c la ims ano ther vic­
t i m . 

If this ever h a p p e n s to 
y o u , take m y adv ice - don ' t 
be t e m p t e d to get the cl ip­
pe rs o u t w h e n y o u ge t 
h o m e . N e e d l e s s to say, 
th is is exact ly w h a t I d i d -
a n d w a s r e w a r d e d w i th a 
n i c e ba l d s t r eak up t h e 
back o f m y h e a d for m y t roub les . B loody 
hel l -1 n o w l o o k e d w o r s e t han M i c h a e l 
J Fox. Fee l ing pe r s e cu t ed , m ise rab le a n d 
d o w n r i g h t s tup id , I d id the on ly sens ib le 

All Campbell 

K e e p t h o s e sc issors away 

t h i n g - w e n t to b e d , h o p i n g that it w o u l d 
l o o k better in the m o r n i n g . G u e s s what? 

- it d idn ' t . 
I f i na l l y s o l v e d the 

p r o b l e m in m y u s u a l 
m a n n e r - by t h r o w i n g 
g o o d m o n e y af ter b a d , 
a n d g e t t i n g it f ixed up at 
a rather m o r e e x p e n s i v e 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t in a 
r e m o t e part o f L o n d o n , 
m a k i n g it a f i n anc i a l l y 
intens ive ven tu re i n d e e d . 
Th is is jus t t h e w o r s t 
e x a m p l e of a l o n g st r ing 
o f m i s f o r t u n e s , all o f 
w h i c h have r e v o l v e d 
a r o u n d t h e d e c e p t i v e l y 
stressful goa l o f a s i m p l e 
short back a n d s ides . 

I c a n n o t p o s s i b l y 
stress e n o u g h just h o w 
m u c h I hate h a v i n g m y 

hair cut. I l oa the it. I d r ead it. I w o u l d n ' t 
call myse l f an introvert, but there are cer­
ta in s i tuat ions in w h i c h I just don ' t f ancy 
a p leasant chat. Cab r ides are o n e o f 

t h e m . H a v i n g m y hair cut is ano the r . 
You can't run away, or h ide . You can't be 
rude . A n d y o u can't just say n o t h i n g , for 
fear o f r e t r i bu t i on . T h e s e p e o p l e have 
a b s o l u t e c o n t r o l . T h e y have t h e p o w e r 
to m a k e y o u l o o k l ike a mi l l i on dol lars , 
or l ike an a b s o l u t e m o n k e y , in just t en 
m i n u t e s , d e p e n d i n g o n h o w they fee l 
o n a part icu lar day . The re is no r e c o m ­
p e n s e . C o m i n g f r o m the N o r t h doesn ' t 
he lp either, especia l ly w h e n your torturer 
is f e e l i n g v ind i c t i ve . To ask s o m e o n e to 
repeat s o m e t h i n g o n c e is emba r r a s s ­
i n g . To ask t h e m to repeat it tw i ce is 
h u m i l i a t i n g . I usua l l y bot t le out on the 
third o c c a s i o n , a n d just gr in a n d s h r u g 
in a v a g u e f a s h i o n , w h i c h can be fatal if 
they've just a sked y o u w h e t h e r you want 
o r a n g e streaks. 

So if there is a b u d d i n g en t r epeneu r 
out the re , l o o k i n g for that lucrat ive, e l u ­
s ive g a p in the market , c o n s i d e r se t t ing 
up a cha in o f ha i rdressers w h o s e m o d u s 
o p e r a n d i is that t hey wi l l not say a w o r d 
du r i ng the entire process . You 'd m a k e an 
a b s o l u t e packe t . ' Introcuts ' . I can see it 
n o w . 
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Can't study? 
Too many distractions? 
Why not join us for a ... 

R e v i s i o n W e e k e n d A w a y ? 
°Mi2.t i s t h i s a b o u t ? 

This is a weekend away, organised by His People Society, for you. It is a Revision 
Weekend Away, giving you the opportunity to study out in the peaceful countryside 
where you wil l be waited upon for meals etc. Also relaxing sporting events will be 
arranged for the breaks between study sessions, a program designed for highly 
productive times of study. This is also an opportunity to get to know other students. 

a M i o i s t h i s for? 

Any student who desires to have a productive study weekend in the country side. 

d e t a i l s : 

Dates: 30th April - 3rd May (Friday evening - Monday morning) 
Cost: £15 non society members £12 society members 
Includes: Transport, Food, Accommodation etc. 
Departure time: 18 30 (Fri) 

RSVP by Wednesday 28th April to Frans at 0181 748 7576 or 
hpstudents@aol.com 

o ^ i n e r a r y e x a m p l e : 
Saturday 
08 00 Wake up and Breakfast 
09 00 - 11 00 Study Session 
11 00 - 11 30 Tea Break 
11 30 - 13 00 Study Session 
13 00 - 14 00 Lunch 
14 00 - 15 30 Study Session 
15 30 - 17 30 Sports & Relaxation 
17 30 - 19 00 Study Session 
19 00 -2000 Supper 
20 00 - 23 00 Games / Hot Choc 
& marshmallows etc (study optional) 
23 00 Zzzzzzzz 

H I S P E O P L E 
S O C I E T Y 

mailto:hpstudents@aol.com
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KANDINSKY - WATERCOLOURS, 
AND OTHER WORKS ON PAPER 
Royal Academy of Arts 

Vasily Kandinsky (1866 - 1944) 
u n d o u b t e d l y exer ted a p r o f o u n d 
influence on mode rn art. Surprisingly 

enough , this p ioneer of the abstract style 
was someth ing of a mature prodigy. He 
abandoned an auspic ious career in law at 
the age of 29, inspired by the revelation of 
a Haystack by M o n e t , w h i c h " impressed 
itself inerad icab ly u p o n [his] m e m o r y , 
always hover ing before [his] eyes". Besides 
be ing gifted wi th a photograph ic m e m ­
ory, Kandinsky was synaesthesic - distinct 
shades o f co lours s t imu la ted p o w e r f u l 
sounds and sensat ions in his brain. 

The substantial col lection 
o f prints, ske tches , water-
colours and gouaches provides 
a comprehens i ve overv iew of 
Kandinsky's innovative artistic 
evolut ion th roughout the 20th 
century. Initially inf luenced by Russian fairy­
tales and rel igious icons, the subject mat­
ter gradually evolved towards intrinsically 
geomet r i c , non-figurative compos i t i ons . 
A l though folkloric motifs of his home l and 
subsequent ly e m e r g e In his work such as 
The Great Gate of Kiev (pictured right), 
Kandinsky is r enowned for his vivid, non-

objective pieces - Off Balance for instance, 
pictured left. Kandinsky also deve loped and 
appl ied a scientific, theoretical basis to his 
technique, which revolutionised the Expres­
sionist movement . Disillusioned by the polit­
ical turbulence in communis t Russia, he 
emigrated to Germany whe re he lectured 
at the Bauhaus institute and was involved 

in the compi la t ion of The Blue Rider (Der 
Blaue Reiter) a lmanac . 

The most fasc inat ing e l ement of the 
exhibi t ion was the inclusion of a v ideo, 
s h o w i n g the artist at work. Within a matter 
of minutes, a blank page was covered in 
dynamic swirls and grids, revealing his spon­
taneous and swiff approach to art. His paint­
ings literally c a m e to life. 

Helena 

Unt i l 4th July 

A d m i s s i o n : £6, s tuden ts £4 
O p e n i n g hours : dai ly 10am - 6 p m (Fri­
days in Apri l a n d M a y unti l 8.30pm) 
Neares t t u b e : G r e e n Park 

IMPERIAL COLLEGE CHOIR AND 
THE IMPERIAL MEDICS CHOIR 
Verdi Requiem 
Tak i ng m y seat in the Great Hal l o n 

Friday 19 M a r c h , I n o t e d that t he r e 
we re a lmost as m a n y p laces for the 

per formers as for the a u d i e n c e . This w a s 
e n c o u r a g i n g b e c a u s e Verd i ' s Requiem is 
a b ig w o r k r equ i r i ng w h a t m i g h t be co l ­
loquia l ly t e r m e d ' large po r t i ons ' . A Ger ­
m a n c o n d u c t o r o f t h e day d u b b e d it 
Verdi 's ' latest o p e r a d r e s sed in ecc l es i ­
astical r obes ' for its d ramat i c a n d s e c u ­
lar style. It e vokes a ser ies o f con t r as t i ng 
e m o t i o n s , s o m e t i m e s power fu l l y , s o m e ­
t imes w i th the u tmos t de l i cacy . It is a 
str ing o f f ixa t ing , b rea th t ak ing p a s s a g e s 
interspersed w i th less in tense sec t ions t o 
a l low the a u d i e n c e to refill the i r l ungs 
and re lease the i r gr ip o n the i r a rmres ts . 

The a u d i t o r i u m pr i ck led w i th ant i c i ­
pa t ion as t h e s ingers f i led in - the even t 
h a d c lear l y a t t r a c t ed a n e n t h u s i a s t i c 
c rowd . There w e r e the o c c a s i o n a l bursts 
o f part isan a p p l a u s e as a smal l g r o u p 
spot ted their c h u m o n s tage , e v e n the 
o d d a b o r t e d M e x i c a n w a v e . The c o n ­
ductor , The rees Tkach H i b b a r d , e n t e r e d 
wi th the solo is ts to a r ipple o f expec tan t 

a p p l a u s e a n d e v e r y o n e sett led for the 
o p e n i n g cho rds . 

The first sec t i on is l ike the lull be fo re 
the s to rm. The capt iva t ing s o u n d o f c h o ­
rus a n d m u t e d strings w o o s the aud ience 
to c a lm b e f o r e b e i n g s h a k e n a w a k e by 
the s u d d e n outburs t of orchestra l m igh t 
w h i c h i n t roduces the Dies Irae, the l o u d ­
est, l onges t a n d p robab l y mos t f a m o u s 
sec t i on o f the p i e ce . I w a s a lmos t b l o w n 
ou t o f m y chair by the blast o f brass, the 
sc ream o f sop ranos and the b o o m o f the 
bass d r u m , p layed by an ind iv idua l w h o 
e m u l a t e d the heart iest o f baseba l l s l ug ­
gers in style a n d p o w e r . The re lent less 
runs o f s t r ings fil l o n e ' s h e a d w i t h 
thoughts o f apocalypt ic d o o m and d i v ine . 
w ra th . The ' d read t r u m p e t ' ca l l ing the 
d e a d to rise c a m e in the f o r m o f p o w ­
erful o f f s tage brass play ing a fanfare that 
filled the hall w i th awe-inspiring noise. M s 
Tkach H i b b a r d h o p p e d a b o u t o n her 
c o n d u c t i n g s t a n d r e g i m e n t i n g her 
c o h o r t s , k e e p i n g t h e s i n g e r s ' pe r fo r ­
m a n c e t ight a n d in tense . The l i l t ing link­
i n g s e c t i o n s o f d u e t s a n d o r ches t r a l 

p l a y i n g a l l o w e d o n e lo b r e a t h e ou t 
b e f o r e t h e next o n s l a u g h t o f o ve r ­
w h e l m i n g orator ica l p o w e r . 

The Requiem is a p i e c e o f in tense 
contrasts. The soloists have a real chance 
to sh i ne in their sec t ions . The b u x o m 
M i r a n d a Keys ( sop rano ) a n d Ka th ryn 
Turp in ( m e z z o s o p r a n o , s t a n d i n g in for 
the unwel l Louise Mott ) carried off the lilt­
i ng Agnus Dei beauti ful ly , especia l ly c o n ­
s i de r i ng the lack o f rehearsa l t ime . The 
phrases lilted and l ingered o n the ears in 
a s m o o t h re laxing f ash ion . J ames Ruther­
ford (bass) and S i m o n Ba inbr idge (tenor) 
w e r e at t imes m e n a c i n g a n d at o thers 

d e e p l y s o m b r e . What really s t o o d out 
h o w e v e r , w a s the d y n a m i c cont ro l a n d 
prec i s ion of the cho rus . They p e r f o r m e d 
out o f their skins not only in the loud sec­
t ions but a lso in t h e m o r e de l i ca te pas­
sages . 

M i r a n d a Keys s a n g the f inal phrases 
w i th such w o n d e r f u l du lcet intensity that 
the a u d i e n c e w a s s t u n n e d to a l o n g 
s i l ence b e f o r e the we l l d e se r ved raptur­
ous a p p l a u s e e r u p t e d . Thank y o u to the 
cho i rs , the o r ches t r a , the solo is ts a n d 
the i r c o n d u c t o r for a s u p e r b n i gh t ' s 
en t e r t a i nmen t . 

lain 



SWALLOW @ CLUB INNOCENCE 
Swallow @ Club Innocence 
Shand St., London Bridge 
£8 NUS/£10 
10pm-6am 

Swallow. A club run by a group of 
young people for young people. Having 
recieved high accolades in both Timeout 
and The Independent, I figured it was 
time I went down and had checked the 
club out myself- in the interests of jour­
nalism of course. 

Swallow hasn't been running for 
long, and you could see that this was a 
night in it's infancy but with huge poten­
tial. You walk into the club and can feel 
the rawness of a night that will soon be 

massive. The music policy is simple - no 
cheese. A whole host of DJs play hard-
house, techno, and hardcore until the 
small hours of the morning. And we're 
not just talking any old DJs, but jocks such 
as Darren Pearce and Nicky Blackmarket. 
Since Swallow has been changing venue 
(due to costs), tonight saw the night at 
Club Innoncence down by fondon 
Bridge. There were two rooms, a chill out 
area and a connecting room where you 
could eat all the sweets you wanted. 

The atmosphere was great, though 
the crowd was a bit young for my liking 
(but then I'm a fussy bastard). The decor 
included drapes all over the place and 
the lighting created a very dark and 
haunting dancefloor. After midnight you 

could see why Swallow will be massive -
lots of people, the beer was flowing 
freely, there were plenty of DJs and 
there was still six hours to go. 

One of the great things about Swal­
low is its music policy and the large num­
ber of DJs playing. Each DJ plays for a 
couple of hours or so and then there's 
a change as a new jock plays his kind of 
tunes in his own style. This stops you get­
ting bored and creates an atmosphere 
filled with anticipation. 

The venue was alright, and as in 
London anywhere is better than 
nowhere....so the club was run in some 
railway arches that had been converted. 
Not too bad, but I've been to better. 

I'll take this opportunity to thank 
Chris and the Swallow gang for letting us 
come down and check out what is sure 
to be one of fondon's premier nights. 

There will be more Swallow nights 
throughout this term and Clubscene will 
let you know all the details as we get 
them. The next one should be at Mass 
in Brixton. 

Gurm 

Singles 
Single of the Week 

Chubby Chunks 
'I'm Tellln You' 
(Cleveland City) 

fantastic single on the Cleveland 
City label. Originally this was the first 
release on the label and was the 'Star­
dust' of it's time. The 1999 version fea­
tures the great vocals of Kim Ruffin. 
There are two different mixes on the 12" 
from the Prophets of Sound and Domi-
natrix. The Dominatrix mix is an excellent 
progressive track with deep beats and 
bass, whilst the Prophets' mix is a more 
funkier, house version. 

Charles Schillings 
'No Communication' 

A superb track from premier f rench 
DJ Charles Schillings (resident at Discobar 
@ Rex Club, Paris). This comes as a dou­
ble vinyl pack and includes a deep vocal 
cut just oozing with Parisian soul. Salt 
City Orchestra provide a soulful electro-
influenced rework. There is a funked-up 
version using rolling electric bass and 
funky organs whilst the final two mixes 
provide a harder interpretation with 
plenty of pianos and a pumping style ver­

sion. Out in May this is French house at 
its very best. 
• • • • • 

Demon 
'Lil' Fuck' 
(20000ST) 

Fantastic single following on from 
Demon's excellent 'Regulate' track. This 
EP brings together three mixes of the ace 
titled track, one from Etienne De Crecy 
and one from ECube. De Crecy pro­
vides a very vocal, deep and funky remix 
whilst ECube provides a deeper version. 
The other track on the EP 'My City' pro­
vides a seriously rolling groove, mixing 
bongo with funky beats. Something for 
anytime of the day or night. Out on the 
4th May. 

• • • • 

Jlml Tenor 
Total Devastation' 
(Warp) 

More funky gooves from the Finn on 
Warp records. This is pumping old skool 
electro of the highest quality. Produced 
by Jimi himself, the 12" boasts three 
excellent mixes, whislt the CD version 
gives three very different interpretations. 
With lots of chilled out funky beats and 

great vocals each remix stays closely with 
the original track whilst giving its own 
interpretation. 

Beat-Boy 
The Roof Is On Fire' 
(Fresh) 
Fucking awful single on the Fresh label. 
This debut single from a new group Is 
simply shit. There are plenty of remixes 
which (surprise, surprise) all sound 
exactly the same. Cheesy and irritating 
vocals - some of the worst I have ever 
heard - are passed off as 'hip hop, dance 
and 60's psychedelia with a fresh 90's 
lick'. Quite frankly the single is a load of 
bollocks (something rare from Fresh) 
and you get the impression that the pro­
ducers and group haven't put in any 
effort at all. Out on the 10th May - and 
will no doubt be a hit with the teenagers 
of Britain. Cheese!! 
• 

Carl Cox 
'Phuture 2000' 
(Edel) 

Top single from a top jock, Phuture 
2000 is the first single to be released from 
Carl's long awaited new album of the 

same name. With great pumping break­
beats on a spirtiual sound and deep 
vocals, this is a single being canned on 
Radio 1, with the 'Hybrid' mix being the 
best of the three mixes. Out now. 
• • • • 

Delirium 
'Silence' 
(Pinnacle) 

This excellent, deep spirtiual, pro­
gressive tune will finally get a release in 
the UK. 'Silence'is one hell of a track. It 
features haunting vocals from folk-pop 
star Sarah McLachlan and has been ham­
mered by Sasha and Digweed - it has also 
featured on their recent Northen Expo­
sure 3 album. The Sanctuary mix is a 
gem - subtle and soulful. Progressive 
music can't get better. Out on Pinnacle 
on the 10th May. 
• • • • 

Gurm 
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Albums 
Album of the Week 

Renaissance presents.... 
'Anthony Pappa and Rennle Pilgrem' 
(Renaissance) 

The p e o p l e at Rena i s s ance de l i ve r 
the g o o d s o n c e m o r e in this s e c o n d vo l ­
u m e of a n e w ser ies. A d o u b l e C D w i th 
wel l over t w o hours o f mus i c , this a l b u m 
features the m i x i n g ta lents o f t w o great 
DJs, A n t h o n y Pappa a n d Renn i e P i l g rem. 
Disc 1 ( r e co rded l ive In Austra l ia ) is the 
deep , spir i tual p rogress i ve s o u n d that 
Rena issance is l egenda r y for. Start ing 
with the w o n d e r f u l o p e n i n g t u n e 'Water 
Ride' by 16B, the m u s i c s l ow l y bu i lds u p 
to m o r e p rogress i ve t u n e s w i t h d e e p 
beats. Tracks i n c l u d e H u m a t e ' s 'Love 
St imulat ion ' a n d Hybr id 's 'Kill City'. The 
s e c o n d C D is a m o r e f u n k i e r s o u n d 
mixed by P i lgrem a n d e n c o m p a s s e s funk 
and breakbea t t unes - s o m e o f t h e m 
fast f l o w i n g wh i l s t o the r s are c h i l l e d . 
This is an excel lent comp i l a t i on , but t hen 
y o u ' d e x p e c t that f r o m R e n a i s s a n c e . 
Out now. 

• • • • • 

Bang Bang 
' JeTAImeJeTAIme' 
(East West Records) 

It's b e e n out for a little wh i l e n o w but 
this is a s u p e r b f r e n c h h o u s e a l b u m . 
The b r a i n c h i l d o f Xav ie r J a m a u x , t h e 
a l b u m is funky , sou l fu l , h o u s e a n d fo lk 
all ro l led in to o n e . Xav ier bu i lds t h e 
f o u n d a t i o n for his trcaks w i t h his vast 
array of v i n t age keyboa rds a n d a d d s his 
o w n d rums , bass a n d s a m p l e s . Inspired 
by the m u s i c o f the 70's, h e a l so fuses 
together folk and sou l . A d d to this s o m e 

w o n d e r f u l voca ls , a n d the result is a top 
a l b u m , w h i c h y o u wi l l e n d up l i s ten ing 
to t i m e a n d t i m e aga in . H o w d o the 
French d o it? 

• • • • • 

Dance Nation 6 
'Mixed by Tall Paul and Brandon Block' 
(Ministry of Sound) 

T w o o f the country 's best DJs get 
toge the r to c o n t i n u e Min is t ry of Sound ' s 
'Dance Na t i on ' series into its sixth a l bum. 
As we l l as the b igges t c lub tunes a r o u n d 
b e i n g m i x e d to pe r f ec t i on by Tall Paul 
a n d B r a n d o n B lock (there's t o o m a n y to 
m e n t i o n ) , t h e d o u b l e C D a l b u m a lso 
c o m e s w i t h a 20 p a g e g u i d e to t h e 
nat ion's best 10 nights out. With each CD 
last ing we l l over an hour , this fantast ic 
c o m p i l a t i o n is w o r t h the m o n e y . Out 
now. 

• • • • • 

Res ident 
' O a k e n f o l d @ C r e a m ' 
(Virgin) 

O a k e n f o l d has left C r e a m , a n d so 
the s c o u s e s u p e r c l u b have j u m p e d o n 
the b a n d w a g o n to s q u e e z e m o r e m o n e y 
out o f t h e c l ubbe r s w h o w o r s h i p the 
p lanet 's f inest DJ. This is a d o u b l e CD 
a l b u m a n d is a live r e c o r d i n g o f Oaken-
fo ld at C r e a m p lay ing the k ind of tracks 
w h i c h have m a d e h i m the top jock in the 
w o r l d . There are nearly thirty tracks over 
t w o CDs a n d I g u e s s if y o u like C r e a m / 
O a k i e t h e n it's w o r h t c h e c k i n g out , but 
this a l b u m is really a case o f C r e a m milk­

ing as m u c h as they can a n d it's n o t h i n g 
spec ia l . The book le t y o u get w i th t h e C D 
is a m a z i n g - p robab ly the wors t book l e t 
I have ever s e e n and full o f c rappy facts 
such as the total n u b e r o f beats u s e d in 
Oak i e ' s sets at C r e a m over the last t w o 
years ! Out now. 

S o u n d o f Euka tech II 
(Compi la t ion ) 
(Eukatech) 

A great d o u b l e C D a l b u m w i th over 
t w o hours o f cu t t ing e d g e u n d e r g r o u n d 
h o u s e a n d t e c h n o c l u b t racks . The 
a l b u m rep resen t s t h e m u s i c w h i c h is 
r e l e a s e d o n t h e E u k a t e c h l abe l a n d 
w h i c h is so ld in t h e E u k a t c c h r e c o r d 
s h o p . The t e c h n o C D represents the 
L o n d o n t e chno s cene with artists such as 
Ha-Lo, B igfoot and Reck, whi ls t the sec ­
o n d C D Is a h o u s e c o m p i l a t i o n a n d 
inc ludes p r o d u c t i o n by W i g g l e res ident 
Na than Co l e . O u t in M a y . 

• • • • • 

VCF. 
'Modernistic Acid Trance' 

Crap ha rdco re a l b u m ( n o n e o f the 
tracks are any good . ) - and that's really all 
I can say. Out in May. 

Pills 
' E lec t roca lne ' 

fe l ix 's F rench c o n n e c t i o n con t i n ­
ues w i th th is top-qual i ty F rench tech-
h o u s e a l b u m . I u s i n g h o u s e , funk , 
t e c h n o a n d tech-house , the C D starts 
of f at a hect i c p a c e a n d stays there all 
t h r o u g h o u t . The tracks use guitar licks, 
a 303, s h r e d d e d voca l chants , ac id bass 
l ines nad b e a k b e a t l o o p s w i th a hint of 
p o p . It's a great a l b u m w h i c h y o u don ' t 
get sick o f l i s ten ing to . C'est f o rm idab le . 
O u t n o w . 

• • • • • 

A l b u m s by G u r m 

Silver Planet Records Special 

A n exce l l en t lab le o p e r a t i n g f r o m 
Not t i ng Hi l l , a n d w h i c h we ' l l have m o r e 
news o f later in the t e rm . The i r latest 
a l b u m is 'Sol id Silver' a n d is an exce l l en t 
a l b u m o f the best p rog re s s i v e h o u s e 
tracks current ly d o i n g the b u s i n e s s in 
the c lubs. If y o u n e e d to c o m p a r e it to 
s o m e t h i n g t h e n try an O a k e n f o l d a l b u m 
- great d e e p t racks w h i c h y o u c o u l d 
s p e n d ages l i s ten ing to . Tracks i n c l u d e 
T h e Band ' by M a r c o / a f f a r a n o , ' Rh thym 
C l imber ' by PVZ a n d t h e exce l l en t 'The 
Journey 1 by Sadie G lutz . The list o f remix-

ers is a l so impress i ve a n d inc ludes Way 
O u t Wes t a n d Paul V a n Dyk. A truly 
great a l b u m - out In May. 

• • • • • 

Silver P lanet wi l l a lso be r e l eas ing a 
f e w s i n g l e s a n d E.Ps i n c l u d i n g Denki 
Groove's 'NiJi' remixes. This is a great s in ­
g l e w i th m ixes f r o m Paul Van Dyk a n d 
f r o m M i j k Van Dijk (I w o n d e r if Dick Van 
Dyk wi l l d o one? ) . The PVD remix is a 
p o w e r f u l p rogress i ve track w i th lots o f 

d e e p beats, ins t rumenta ls , a n d p ianos , 
wh i l s t t h e M V D remix is m o r e h o u s e 
s o u n d i n g but very w e i r d . 

• • • • • 

Also be ing re leased is the 1999 remix 
o f 'Lust' by Ve loc i ty . This is a g o o d pro ­
gress ive t u n e w i th d e e p beats a n d bass 
but has a very catchy t u n e to it. The s in ­
g le fea tures remixes f r o m Slander , LSG, 
and a G-Watt remix. The S lander remix 
isn't t oo bad , f o l l o w i n g the or ig ina l qu i te 
c losely . The G-Watt mix is crap but the 

best of t h e lot is the LSG remix w h i c h is 
a fantast ic j o u r e n y t h r o u g h p rog , house . 
Lust' is out now. 
• • • 

There wil l be m o r e info, about the Sil­
ver P lanet R e c o r d i n g s l abe l later this 
t e rm . 

Silver P lanet Reco rds Spec ia l by Gurm 
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Paul Van Dyk Special Feature 
PAUL V A N DYK is currently o n e o f the 

biggest n a m e s In Dj ing in the w o r l d , a n d 
has started 1999 w i th his b igges t hit yet 
- his n e w remix o f H u m a t e ' s 'Love S t im­
ulat ion ' , w h i c h e n t e r e d the UK s ing les 
charts at 18 a n d s tayed t he r e for four 
weeks . 

This is only the start o f wha t p romises 
to be a great year for Paul , w h o is work ­
ing on his n e w a l b u m , ' A v e n u e O f Stars', 
set for re lease o n Dev iant later in '99. It's 
a year that cou ld hardly have g o n e w r o n g 
after he k i cked it o f f w i th a live N e w 
Year's Eve/Day tr ip le-header , p l a y i ng to 
p a c k e d c l ubs in M i l t o n Keynes , S toke 
and Shef f i e ld b e t w e e n m i d n i d g h t a n d 
6am, a n d still g e t t i ng h o m e in t i m e for 
lunch . 

' A venue O f Stars' wi l l fo l low-up to 
his remix c o l l e c t i o n , ' V o r s p r u n g Dyk 
Technik ' , his a c c l a i m e d tr iple-CD remix 
co l l ec t ion . That c a m e in t h e w a k e o f his 
first Top 40 hit, To r A n A n g e l '98', w h i c h 
entered the nat iona l charts in A u g u s t at 
n u m b e r 28 a n d spent four w e e k s in the 
top 75 a n d t w o w e e k s at n u m b e r o n e 
in the d a n c e chart. 

In a hect i c 1998, d u r i n g w h i c h ' fo r 
An Ange l ' not only hit the charts but a lso 
appea red o n a m ind-bogg l i ng variety o f 
TV and radio s h o w s - f r o m t h e fairly-pre­
d i c t ab le M T V to t h e l e s s-p red i c t ab l e 
G rands tand , Paul a l so e n j o y e d t en t o p 
40 hits as a remixer . 

H e w a s v o t e d 6th bes t DJ in DJ 
m a g a z i n e ' s au tho r i t a t i v e end-of-year 
chart. H e w o n Bass l ine m a g a z i n e ' s Best 
Internat ional DJ awa rd . H e w a s v o t e d 
Best In ternat iona l DJ in N o r t h e r n Ire­
land's B B M m a g a z i n e . H e w a s n o m i ­
nated for Best Internat ional DJ in the 
1998 M u z i k awards and , a m o n g his m a n y 
Dj ing road rips, he es t ab l i shed a resi ­
dency at N e w York's Twi lo C l u b (Sasha, 
D i g w e e d a n d Carl Cox are the o ther 'res­
idents') . 

' A v e n u e O f Stars' wi l l cons t i tu te the 
fol low-up to his a c c l a i m e d 1997 a l b u m 
'Seven Ways' , w h i c h s p a w n e d th ree s in ­
gles in 1997, 'Beaut i fu l Place' , ' f o r b i d ­
den fruit ' a n d 'Words ' . 

So w h e r e d id all this start? We l l , in 
E i s enhu t t ens t ad t in t h e o l d East Ge r ­
many : a state w h e r e the p rem ie r Erich 
H o n e c k e r reac ted to the Soviet po l i cy o f 
glasnost w i th the retort, "If you r n e i g h ­
bou r r e d e c o r a t e d his flat, w o u l d y o u 
r e d e c o r a t e yours? " , a n d f r e e d o m o f 

m o v e m e n t a n d c rea t i ve act iv i ty w e r e 
dest in ies less likely than a l i f e long career 
in a T r a b a n t factory, l abou r i ng unde r the 
i m p r e s s i o n that Wes te rn mus i c s t o p p e d 
w i th The Beat les a n d Elton John . 

Paul van Dyk - favour i te g roup , N e w 
O r d e r - spen t his last f ew years in this 
d y i n g ou tpos t o f state-control soc i a l i sm 
d e v e l o p i n g , but u n a b l e to f e e d p r o p ­
erly, a g r o w i n g appet i te for h o u s e mus ic , 
w h i c h h e first hea rd o n wes t e rn rad io In 
1985. H e t augh t h imse l f to mix o n "two 
fucked-up o ld turntab les a n d a very o ld 
mixer " . H o w e v e r , l ike t hose o f m a n y o f 
his compat r i o t s , his a m b i t i o n s s e e m e d 
un l ike ly to be fu l f i l l ed . 

Paul V a n Dyk In c rap c a m e r a p o s e . 

But s e i s m i c po l i t i ca l a n d soc i a l 
u p h e a v a l s t h r o u g h o u t eas te rn Eu rope 
led to the fall in 1989 o f the Berl in Wal l 
a n d , as East a n d West G e r m a n y h e a d e d 
t o w a r d s r e u n i f i c a t i o n , f a r- reach ing 
r e fo rms in the East pe rm i t t ed adventur ­
o u s sou l s to up a n c h o r a n d set o f f for 
wha t e ve r a n d w h e r e v e r they f anc i ed - in 
Paul 's case , t h e organ ica l l y e x p a n d i n g 
a n d o c c a s i o n a l l y e x p l o d i n g rave/c lub 
s c e n e in Ber l in, w h e r e h e arr ived a r m e d 
on l y w i th his pr imi t i ve mix tapes a n d 
started D j i ng in M a r c h 1991. 

The Ber l in s c e n e w a s m o v i n g at a 
hec t i c p a c e but Paul van Dyk w a s m o v ­
i ng e v e n faster a n d it t o o k little t ime for 
his u n i q u e b l e n d o f up l i f t ing t rance a n d 

progress i ve h o u s e to establ ish h i m as 
o n e o f the l e a d i n g DJs o n the reborn 
city's v ibrant c lub s c e n e . H e b e c a m e res­
ident at D u b m i s s i o n at E-Werk, hot test 
spot in a non-stop mus i c a l h e a t w a v e . 
A n d , s o o n e r or later, just d r i v i ng t h e 
decks w o u l d not be suf f ic ient out let for 
his ta lent . 

The m e n to rea l ise this first w e r e 
M a r k R e e d e r (ex-pat M a n c u n i a n ) a n d 
Tors ten Jurk (East G e r m a n cohor t ) - bo th 
r e fugees f r o m the DDR w h o w e r e busy 
reco rd ing the n e w mus i c o f Berlin a n d its 
env i rons on their MFS label . They encour ­
a g e d Paul to take t h e s tep in to t h e s t u ­
d io and the first result w a s the V is ions O f 
Shiva project, c o o k e d up w i th keyboa rd 
maes t ro C o s m i c Baby, a n d c o m i n g up 
w i t h t w o a c c l a i m e d s i n g l e s , ' Pe r fec t 
Day ' (1992) a n d ' H o w M u c h C a n Y o u 
Take? ' (1993). 

V i s ions f a d e d , but Paul w e n t o n to 
b e c o m e an M f S artist in his o w n right, 
d e b u t i n g w i th 1994's 'G r een Val ley ' EP 
a n d f o l l o w i n g t h r o u g h w i th the '45 RPM ' 
a l b u m later that year. D e m a n d a lso g r e w 
for his ta lents as a remixer . f r o m '93 
onwa rds , he c o u l d be f o u n d sp r ink l i ng 
t h e fairy dus t o n t racks by art ists as 
obscu re as MFS labe lmates H u m a t e a n d 
D F M , as unl ikely as M a d c h e s t e r survivors 
Inspiral Carpets ( another o f the y o u n g 
FVD's favour i te l istens in DDR days) a n d 
as b i g as N e w O r d e r , Tori A m o s a n d 
D i n a Carrol l - f abu lous remixes that can 
be f o u n d o n 'Vo r sp rung Dyk Techn ik ' . 
A n d all the wh i l e he built his internat ional 
r epu ta t ion as a bri l l iant a n d innova t i ve 
live DJ, bo th in Eu rope a n d the States. 

Paul v an Dyk 's s o u l f u l m u s i c is 
i n f o r m e d as m u c h by the raw m e l a n ­
c h o l y o f t h e N e w O r d e r a n d S m i t h s 
records h e l i s tened to w h i l e h o l e d u p in 
E isenhut tenstadt as by the h o u s e a n d 
t e c h n o that led h i m up the road to Berl in 
a n d b e y o n d . His presc ient records are 
i n f o r m e d by the k n o w l e d g e that e lec ­
t ronic mus i c must c o n v e y e m o t i o n if it is 
to swe r ve a n o n y m i t y a n d ea rn the love 
o f a b r o a d pub l i c rather t han the casua l 
a t t e n t i o n o f a one-n igh t s t a n d c l ub 
c r o w d . 

His Dev iant r e l eases w h i c h , s i n ce 
the 'Seven Ways ' a l b u m , have para l le led 
t h o s e o n MFS , r ep resen t t h e f o u n d a ­
t ions o f a b o d y o f w o r k w h i c h wi l l l o n g 
ou t l i ve e v e n the c r e a m o f any year 's 
f a s h i o n a b l e d a n c e g e n r e . L o n g unar-

guab ly the top DJ in Germany , he has not 
b e e n b o u n d by t h e G e r m a n s c e n e -
rather, he 's b e c o m e a w o r l d w i d e ambas ­
sador for it a n d a pe r sona l e m b o d i m e n t 
o f its qua l i t i es . H e ma in t a i n s a h o m e 
base in Ber l in, but w h e r e v e r y o u are, h e 
wi l l b e w i th y o u s o o n . 

PAUL VAN DYK 
DISCOGRAPHY 
1992 
VISIONS O F SHIVA 
Perfect Day 
s ing le (MFS) 
1993 
VISIONS O F SHIVA 
H o w M u c h Can You Take? s ing le (MFS) 
X-MIX-1 
The MFS Trip live mix c o m p i l a t i o n (MFS) 
1994 
The G r e e n Va l ley 
E P (MFS ) 
P u m p This Party 
s ing le (MFS) 
4 5 R P M 
a l b u m (MFS) 

45 Remixes Per M i n u t e 10-inch (MFS) 
1995 
E m e r g e n c y (The Remixes ) s ing le (MFS) 
1996 
Beaut i fu l P lace 
s ing l e (Deviant ) 
1997 
f o r b i d d e n Fruit 
s ing le (Deviant ) 
S e ven Ways 
a l b u m (Deviant ) 
W o r d s 
s ing le (Deviant ) 
1998 
45 R P M 
a l b u m (Deviant ) 
For A n A n g e l '98 
s ing le (Deviant ) 
V o r s p r u n g dyk T e c h n i k 
a l b u m (Deviant ) 
1999 
Paul v a n Dyk p r e s e n t s H u m a t e : ' L o v e 
S t imu la t i on ' 
a l b u m (Deviant ) 

I B i I I • 

Gurm < jPJrar 



iCU Ents Cut Out & Keep Guide to Term 3 
_ FRIDAYS 9-2 

with chill - out room & Cockta i l B a r 

30th April TAIIRTS 
Plus giveaways from W/MMMB(sK7 7th May 

OPEN-MIC SEMI-FINALS 
dBs 8 p m . £ 2 . 5 0 / £ 2 

4* Uttf 
14th May 

"Life's A Beach" Beach Party 
21 st May common people 

28th May 
plus ICU B a n d N ight 8 p m 

ANDERSEN CONSULTING 
PIT-STOP C H A L L E N G E 

11-5 Beit Quad 

4th June 
Edinburgh Warm up show - Details tbc 

P O P TAIRTS 
llth June t • ftfp^ 
18th June 
live Music f rom Baxendale, plus other surprises!! 
Full details tbc. . . 

25th June Summer Ball 

Tuesdays 
STA 

BAR TRIVIA 
4th May 

X-FILCS SPCCIAl 
box sets lo be won 

DaVinci 's 8.30 

Wednesdays 

midn igh t b a r 12 .15 f in ish 

Thursdays 
DaVinci's 

Cocktail Night 
5-11 

Saturdays 
8th May & 6th June 

Vtt I I I E K .{"Hi II f 

Alt.rock & metal 
8-12. free 
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Albums 

EMINEM 
The Slim Shady LP [ 

'HI, I d o n ' t be l i e ve w e ' v e b e e n Intro­
d u c e d b e f o r e - m y n a m e Is...' 

F irst o f al l , let 's get o n e t h i n g 
straight. W h e n this a l b u m says 
'expl ic i t ' it m e a n s it. If y o u don ' t 

w a n t your cars po l l u t ed w i th ta les o f 
m u r d e r , r ape , m u l t i p l e s u i c i d e 
a t t e m p t s , the f t , u n d e r a g e s ex a n d 
d rugs don ' t get this a l b u m . If, o n the 
other h a n d , all this stuff s o u n d s b a n g 
up your street this is a p r i m e e x a m p l e o f 
the g e n r e . 

S l im S h a d y is t h e n e w n a m e o f 
t m i n e m , Dr Dre 's (of N W A a n d Fuck t h a 
Po l i ce f a m e ) latest s tuden t . W i l h this 
k ind o f back ing , it's pretty de f i n i t e that 
this a l b u m wil l get lots o f a t ten t ion - but 
can E m i n e m k e e p this a t ten t ion w i th a 
pr ime slice of raw rap with a funny edge? 

Yep. Looks l ike this is g o i n g to be 
o n e o f the largest rap a l b u m s o f the 
year. I th ink the secret to this a l b u m ' s 
at t ract ion is the fact that every track is a 
little s tory ail in itself. Brain Damage 
relates to L-minem's r e v e n g e o n his for ­
mer h igh s c h o o l bul l ies . '97 Bonnie & 
Clyde is a very m e s s e d up little ta le o f 
E m i n e m m u r d e r i n g his ex-wife, ex-wife's 
n e w h u s b a n d and son . After c o m m i t t i n g 
this terrible c r ime he p roceeds to take his 
daugh te r back a n d dr ive to the b e a c h to 
d u m p the b o d i e s o f his v ic t ims. I k n o w 
this s o u n d s a little s ick but this s o n g is 

really all a b o u t his d a u g h t e r a n d h o w 
m u c h he loves her, a really swee t bal lad 
w h i c h ge ts a little sick. 

If I Had ta lks a b o u t all E m i n e m ' s 
w o e s w i th the w o r l d , h e says he is 't ired 
o f b e i n g w h i t e t rash ' , ' t i red o f hav ing a 
lack of f unds and resor t ing back to guns ' 
a n d ' w e a r i n g t h e s a m e d a m n N ike Air 
hat ' . H e a lso says that 'If I h ad o n e w i sh , 
I w o u l d ask for a b i g e n o u g h ass for the 
w h o l e w o r l d to kiss. ' As we l l as ta lk ing 
abou t wha t he sees o n the street, he also 
mainta ins a c o m e d y e d g e that s o m e h o w 
m a k e s it all the m o r e po ignan t . 

Just b e f o r e it all gets t o o ser ious he 
w h i p s it back in w i th his ' d a n c e ' s o n g , 
Cmon everybody. A t u n e in the f ine tra­
d i t ion o f Will Smi th - this w o u l d be a sure 
fire hit if he ever gets a r o u n d to releas­
i ng it, a n d cu t t i ng al! t h e swear w o r d s 
out . W h i c h w o u l d p robab l y ruin it - but 
a in ' t that just the w a y o f m a k i n g it palat­
ab le to ma ins t ream Amer i ca ' s generat ion 
X'ers. 

A great a l b u m , full o f f u n n y as hel l 
lyrics a n d large beats to g o w i th it thanks 
to Dr. Dre . Ge t it b e f o r e h e gets t o o 
c o m m e r c i a l a n d fo rge ts w h e r e he c a m e 
f rom. A n d forgets h o w to swear so Imag­
inatively. H 

Joel 

MATTHEW MARSDEN 
Say Who | 

Matt, mate, do us a favour -
give up your day job. 

T hrow-away-pop w o u l d b e a 
h a r s h yet a c c u r a t e w a y o f 
d e s c r i b i n g the 12 s l oppy tracks 

o n this a l b u m . Wi th his boy i sh c h a r m 
and s u p p o s e d l y a m a z i n g g o o d looks , 
M r M a r s d e n has b e e n m a n u f a c t u r e d to 
m a k e the heart of any y o u n g t e e n a g e 
girl miss a beat . He re arises a p r o b l e m 
in that I a m ne i ther 15, nor d o I read 
Smash hits or JI 7. Desp i t e this, I'm pret­
ty sure that if I w a s or d i d , I w o u l d still 
hate this a l b u m . 

M a t t h e w M a r s d e n is yet a n o t h e r 
a t tempt by record c o m p a n i e s to create 
a perfect little p a c k a g e o f 'sex-appeal 
that can s i ng ' . H e s o u n d s very s imi lar to 
Gary Bar low but that 's w h e r e the s im i ­
larity ends . At least Gary Bar low had a bit 
or or ig ina l i ty a b o u t h i m in his style o f 
m u s i c . O n e o f M a r s d e n ' s w h i n y love 
s o n g s is just a b o u t bea rab le . But twe l ve 
o f t h e m , back to back, are e n o u g h to 
m a k e y o u want to g o and t h r o w yourse l f 
out of the nearest w i n d o w s c r e a m i n g 
' N o M o r e l ' Yes, be l ieve m c , it is truly that 
b a d . It isn't really M a t t h e w ' s fault that h e 
is r u b b i s h , t h o u g h . Af tera l l , h e d idn ' t 
wr i te the awfu l s o n g s that h e s ings . H e 
co-wrote 4 of the 12 tracks ( inc lud ing m y 

part icu lar f avour i t e Say Who) but y o u 
w o u l d n ' t have no t i c ed - they are just as 
b o r i n g a n d naf f as all the rest. There are 
t w o s i n g l e s o n th is a l b u m that have 
a l ready b e e n r e l eased . If y o u k n o w The 
Heart's Lone Desire a n d S h e ' s Cone, 
t h e n y o u k n o w the type of t h i n g w e ' r e 
into he re . 

O n a m o r e pos i t ive no te , the a l b u m 
is we l l p r o d u c e d w i th the first f e w sec ­
o n d s o f e a c h s o n g s o u n d i n g pretty 
in te res t ing . It's just the r e m a i n i n g 2 or 3 
minu tes that spiral d o w n toward n e w lev­
els o f crap-ness n e v e r qu i t e r e a c h e d 
before/That s i nk i ng f e e l i n g usual ly starts 
at the s a m e po in t that M a t t h e w starts 
s i n g i n g . It is not as t h o u g h his vo i ce is 
b a d , it is just that it is so ' n o r m a l ' . The , 
on l y poss i b l e use for this a l b u m , that I 
can th ink of, w o u l d be as b a c k g r o u n d 
mus ic w h e n y o u are wo rk ing . It is un ique 
to m e in b e i n g t h e on l y C D that can be 
l i s t ened to a n d no t c a u s e d is t rac t ion 
f r o m the task at h a n d . But, un less y o u 
are the type o f p e r s o n that g o e s into a 
m u s i c s h o p l o o k i n g for s o m e t h i n g that 
it so b o r i n g your s u b c o n s c i o u s wi l l b lock 
it out , I w o u l d n ' t b u y this. CI 

Ingrid 



• 
BRITAIN'S BIGGEST SEARCH 
FOR NEW COMEDY STARS = D. M 

You could 

WIN 
an 

appearance 
at 

The Montreal 
& Melbourne 

Comedy Festival 

' S I M P L Y B R I L L I A N T ' 
Mrs Merton star Caroline Aherne 

P E R K I E R B E S T N E W C O M E R N O M I N E E 

if you would like to enter next years competition please send your name and address to: 
r d 2000, 

Tuesday 
4th May 

+ EDINBURGH 
/ UNIVERSITY 
1 STUDENTS 

ASSOCIATION 
THE PLEASANCE 

SOCIETIES CENTRE 
D o o r s : 7 . 3 0 p m 

BOX O f f i c e : 0131 6 5 0 2309 

Wednesday 
5th May 

WARWICK 
UNIVERSITY 

STUDENTS UNION 
ZIPPY'S 

DOORS: 8.00PM 
Box OFFICE: 0 1 2 0 3 572 777 

/ 0 1 2 0 3 6 9 0 9 1 6 

Thursday 
6th May 

UNIVERSITY 
OF LIVERPOOL 

GUILD OF STUDENTS 
SARO WIWA BAR 

D o o r s : 8 . 0 0 p m 
BOX orf icsu-OIS I 709 9 1 0 8 

Friday 
7th May 

IMPERIAL COLLEGE 
UNION 
dB's 

D o o r s : 8 . 0 0 p m 
BOX O f f i c e : 0171 5 9 a 8068 

Sunday 
9th May 

CARDIFF 
UNIVERSITY 

STUDENTS UNION 
THE TERMINAL 

D o o r s : 8 . 0 0 p m 
BOX O f f i c e : 0 1 2 2 2 387 421 

Thursday 
13th May 
THE ACADEMY, 

UNION OF 
BRUNEL STUDENTS 

THE ACADEMY 
D o o r s : 7 . 4 5 p m 

BOX O f f i c e : 0 1 8 9 5 462 2 0 0 

Tickets: £2.50 
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I Sill Know What You Did Last Summer * * • 
Starring : Jennifer Love Hewitt, Brandy, Freddie Prinze Jr, Mekhi Phifer 
Director: Danny Cannon 

Once again It's time for an exciting game of "Spot the Stiff". 

• f y o u g u e s s e d f r o m t h e t i t le that th i s 
I is the s e q u e l to last yea r ' s stalk a n d 
I s lash f l ick o f a l m o s t t h e s a m e n a m e , 

t h e n it's a fair bet that y o u have s o m e 
i dea o f w h a t t o expec t f r o m / Still Know 
What You Did Last Summer. If y o u are 
t h i n k i n g a l o n g the l ines o f a w h o l e ­
s o m e l y attract ive f e m a l e c o l l e g e s tu ­
dent , her sassy s idek i ck , a n d v a r i o u s 
b l okes - gene r a l l y m o u t h y , n e r d y or 
i n t e r m i t t e n t l y s i n i s t e r - d e s p e r a t e l y 
e v a d i n g a t o o l e d u p nut ter t h e n y o u ' r e 
not far f r om the mark . 

W e re jo in Love Hewi t t a yea r o n 
f rom the even t s o f t h e first f i lm w h i c h 
s a w mos t o f her m a t e s d i s e m b o w l e d 
wi th a b ig h o o k by an irate f i s h e r m a n . 
A p p a r e n t l y , t h e y h a d run h i m ove r , 
c h u c k e d h i m in a river a n d left h i m for 
d e a d - t h e sor t o f t r e a t m e n t w h i c h 
w o u l d have e v e n that m o s t m i l d m a n ­
ne red of sea fa re rs , C a p t a i n B i rdseye , 
s h a r p e n i n g t h e f i sh k n i v e s a n d c o n ­
t emp la t ing r evenge . W h e n her n e w best 
pal Brandy (of " a n d M o n i c a " f a m e ) w i n s 
a ho l i day for f ou r in t h e B a h a m a s , Love 
Hewitt is p e r s u a d e d to leave the c o l l e g e 
c a m p u s b e h i n d for a f e w days . 

After a l l , it Is w h e r e m o s t a x e m u r ­

derers d o their best w o r k a n d particularly 
o n t h e ann i ve r sa r y o f a p r e v i ous k i l l ing 
s p r e e . J o i n e d by a c o u p l e o f guys f r o m 
c o l l e g e , t h e pair h e a d o f f to the s u n ­
s h i n e , l e a v i n g all t h o u g h t s o f ev i s ce ra ­
t i on b e h i n d t h e m , but un fo r tuna te l y the 

ho l iday is land d o e s not p rov ide the reas­
s u r i n g sanc tua ry s h e ' s h o p i n g for . It is 
t h e s to rmy s e a s o n a n d the p l a ce is all 
but d e s e r t e d , a n d Love Hewi t t a n d c o 
f ind t h e m s e l v e s in that o the r sta lwart 
scary f i lm l o c a t i o n , the i so l a ted h o t e l . 

The o f f - season staf f i n t r o d u c e t h e m ­
s e l v e s a n d d u t i f u l l y p r o v i d e v a r i o u s 
d i v e r s i o n s w h i l e y o u a t t empt to d e c i d e 
w h o is a s ign i f i c an t charac te r a n d w h o 
is m e r e l y p r e s e n t in a h o o k f o d d e r 
capac i ty . 

The Brit ish d i rec tor , D a n n y C a n n o n , 
h a n d l e s t h e m i s d i r e c t i o n b e l o v e d o f 
this g e n r e c o m p e t e n t l y , a n d w h e n the 
h o m i c i d a l f i s h e r m a n f ina l ly arr ives on 
the s c e n e t h e e x p e c t e d e s c a l a t i n g t e n ­
s ion is de l i ve red . In fact, it's not even dif­
f u s e d by t h e f i s h e r m a n ' s m o r e c o m i c a l 
t h e n s in is ter c h o i c e o f s l ashe r get-up. 

I s u p p o s e a s o u ' wes t e r a n d ra in ­
coat are g o o d for k e e p i n g the b l o o d of f 
y o u r c l o thes , but they ' r e not as fr ight ­
e n i n g as a ski mask. Wi th a plot as f l imsy 
as t h e s ing l e t s w h i c h s t r i cken h e r o i n e s 
have un i ve r sa l l y se t t l ed u p o n as this 
s e a s o n ' s d e r igeur out f i t for r u n n i n g 
a w a y f r o m a l oony , th is f i lm o f fe rs very 
little b e y o n d t h e s t anda rd s h o c k tact ics 
o f a h u n d r e d o t h e r m o v i e s . It is 
u n d o u b t e d l y p o l i s h e d , but , l a ck i ng t h e 
h u m o u r o f Scream say, it is pretty u n i n ­
s p i r e d . P l en ty o f s h o c k s , but no sur ­
pr i ses . D 

Simon 

An Ideal Husband * * • 
Starring : Rupert Everett, Minnie Driver, Cate Blanchett, Julianne Moore, Jeremy Northam, Julianne Moore 
Director: Oliver Parker 

T he first o f th is yea r ' s b i g s c r e e n 
v e r s i o n ' s o f O s c a r W i l d e ' s c lass i c 
p lay is a fair ly s t r a igh t- fo rward 

adap t a t i on o f his turn-of-the-century 
ta le o f g e n t l e po l i t i ca l i n t r i g u e a n d 
r o m a n c e , b r o u g h t to l i fe by a lav ish 
A n g l o - A m e r i c a n c o - p r o d u c t i o n . 

Whi ls t t h e story is s u rp r i s i ng l y re le ­
v an t t o d a y - p r e a c h i n g t o l e r a n c e 
t owa rds ou r ever- infa l l ib le f e l l o w m a n 
(be they po l i t i c ans or l oved-ones ) - the 
real w i n n e r is t h e scr ipt . W i l d e ' s cha r ­
acters c o m e a l ive v i a his t r a d e m a r k w i t ­
t i c i s m s a n d g r e a t ba t t l e-of- the-sexes 
banter . M o r e o v e r , d e s p i t e t h e fact that 
mos t o f t h e p lot is u n b e l i e v a b l y o b v i ­
ous , it s o m e h o w m a n a g e s to carry y o u 
a l o n g w i t h o u t eve r c a r i n g that it 's so 
utterly p r e d i c t a b l e . 

The o t h e r b i g p lus p o i n t is Ruper t 
Everett, pe r f ec t l y cast as d a p p e r man-
abou t- town Lord A r thu r G o r i n g , w h o s e 
f l ippant, c add i sh exter ior natura l ly h i des 
the h e r o w h o wi l l u l t i m a t e l y ge t t h e 
girl a n d save t h e day. J u l i a n n c M o o r e 

Wilde was clearly a big fan of gritty, sllce-of-life realism. 

a d m i r a b l y d e m o n s t r a t e s that s h e t o o are t h e real l e t-down, w i th Dr iver a n d 
k n o w s h o w to b a l a n c e a de l i gh t f u l l y N o r t a m in pa r t i cu l a r d e l i v e r i n g the i r 
over-the-top ro le , p l a y i n g the v i l la in o f l ines in a very st i l ted f a sh i on , c lear ly not 
the p i e c e , t h e d e v i o u s M r s C h e e v e l y . at h o m e w i t h t h e style o f W i l d e ' s dia-
It's t h e rest o f t h e cast, h o w e v e r , w h o l o g u e . 

O n e o f t h e p r o b l e m s i nhe ran t in 
a d a p t i n g e i g h t e e n t h a n d n i n e t e e n t h 
c e n t u r y p l ays is that , by-and- large , 
t h e y ' r e i n c r e d i b l y s t u d i o set , gene r a l l y 
r e v o l v i n g a r o u n d d r a w i n g - r o o m ant i cs . 
An Ideal Husband is n o e x c e p t i o n , a n d 
in a t t e m p t i n g to o p e n ou t t h e scr ipt , 
d i r ec to r Parker w a l k s a very f i ne l ine 
b e t w e e n 90 ' s ove r- s t y l i s a t i on a n d 
W i l d e ' s l i g h t n e s s o f t o u c h . Sadly, it 's a 
l ine h e c r o s s e s m o r e t h a n o n c e , and 
c o n s e q u e n t l y t h e al l-important d i a l o g u e 
is o c c a s i o n a l l y s w a m p e d in faux-per iod 
a t m o s p h e r e . N o n e t h e l e s s , h e d o e s a 
v e r y g o o d j o b o f m a k i n g t h e s tory 
a c c e s s i b l e t o a n i n e t i e s a u d i e n c e . 

In e s s e n c e , wh i l s t it 's u n d o u b t e d l y 
f l a w e d , th is is n o n e t h e l e s s a care fu l l y 
c o n s t r u c t e d , l o v i n g r e c r e a t i o n , b o u y e d 
u p by Everet t ' s s u p e r b p e r f o r m a n c e . 
U l t ima t e l y , h o w e v e r , y o u r t ake o n it 
w i l l d e p e n d en t i r e l y o n w h e t h e r y o u 
f ind W i l de ' s w o r d s spark l ing ly bril l iant or 
s i m p l y i r r i ta t ingly c lever-clever. . . Q 

Dave 
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Orgazmo • • * 
Starring : Trey Parker, Dian Bachar, Robyn Lynne Raab 
Director: Trey Parker 

T his is the s e c o n d f e a t u r e f i lm 
f r o m Trey Parker , o n e o f t h e m a k ­
ers o f the i n f a m o u s a n i m a t e d 

ser ies South Park. N o t o n l y d i d h e 
wr i t e th i s p r o d u c t i o n b u t h e a l s o 
d i r e c t ed a n d s ta r red in it - a n d w h a t a 
fan tas t i c j o b h e h a s d o n e . 
U n d e r s t a n d a b l y , th is f i lm is a n adult-
o n l y c o m e d y as t h e p lo t r e v o l v e s 
a r o u n d t h e m a k i n g o f a p o r n o . If t h e 
m e n t i o n o f a p o r n o has g r a b b e d y o u r 
a t ten t ion t h e n y o u wi l l b e d i s a p p o i n t ­
e d , as th is is m o r e o f a p a r o d y t h a n t h e 
actua l t h i n g . 

The m a i n star is Joe Y o u n g , (p l ayed 
by Parker) a s t r u g g l i n g M o r m o n f r o m 
U tah w h o is in LA p r e a c h i n g t h e G o o d 
N e w s . H e is e n g a g e d to b e m a r r i e d 
a n d is h a v i n g p r o b l e m s g e t t i n g t h e 
m o n e y t o g e t h e r to marry his b e l o v e d in 
the T e m p l e in Salt Lake City, unt i l that 
is, h e s t u m b l e s u p o n t h e set o f 
O r g a z m o - an adult m o v i e . M a x O r b i s o n 
w h o instant ly cas ts o u r i n n o c e n t f r i e n d 
as the l e a d i n g m a n . C a p t a i n O r g a z m o , 
is s h o o t i n g t h e p o r n o . O r g a z m o 
b e c o m e s a n ove r-n igh t s u c c e s s a n d 
Parker r e luc tan t l y f i n d s h i m s e l f in t h e 
spot l ight w h e n t h e f i lm b e c o m e s a box-

1 

Trey Parker.- A master of subtle adult humour. 

o f f i c e hit. A l t h o u g h t h e f i lm r e p r e s e n t s 
e v e r y t h i n g that h is be l i e f s a r e aga ins t , 
h e carr ies o n b e i n g C a p t a i n O r g a z m o . 
f r o m t h e n o n , it ge t s silly, w i t h a C h i ­
n e s e ' home-boy ' , h a m s t e r style mart ia l 
arts a n d m a n y c h e e s y spec i a l e f fec ts . 

E v e n - t h o u g h th i s f i l m is a c r o s s 
b e t w e e n P o w e r Rangers , a Jack ie C h a n 
f i lm a n d B o o g i e N igh t s , it has all t h e 

m a k i n g s o f a cult c lass ic , as it is so o r i g ­
inal . Parker directs Orgazmo in a f resh ly 
i n t e r e s t i n g s ty le a n d h e a l s o s h o w s 
great p r o m i s e as a scr ipt wr i t e r t o o . 
M o s t o f t h e p e o p l e in th is f i lm have n o 
ac t i ng abil ity at all apart f r o m Parker a n d 
a f e w se l ec t o t h e r s but th is just m a k e s 
the f i lm funn i e r . Q 

Helen 

Win tickets to Plunkett & Macleane with 

KENSINGTON 
A t t e m p t i n g to un i te the succes s o f Lock 
Stock & Two Smoking Barrels w i t h t h e 
classic British c o s t u m e d rama , Plunkett & 
Macleane is a non-stop ro l le rcoaster o f 
styl ised ac t ion a n d r o m a n c e . 

It's d i r ec ted by Jake " s o n o f Ridley" 
Scott a n d stars Robert Car ly le a n d J onny 
Lee Mi l le r as a pair o f ultra-cool e i g h ­
teenth century h i g h w a y m e n a n d Liv Tyler 
as the ob l iga tory be-corsetted love inter­
est. It's far f r o m se r i ous - s l ow-mot i on , 
f i reworks a n d dry ice c an b e f o u n d in 
a b u n d a n c e - so e x p e c t c h e e s e , a n d 
expect a lot o f it. 

If y o u ' d l ike t o s ee t h e m o v i e for 
free, t hen w e ' v e got t en pairs o f t ickets 
to give away thanks to those ever-reliable 
f o l k s at t h e O d e o n K e n s i n g t o n ( you 
k n o w w h e r e it is). So, for you r c h a n c e to 

J i i l i l i . I | ; 

w i n , s imp ly a n s w e r the f o l l o w i n g ques­
t i on : 

In w h i c h m o v i e , d u e ou t later th is year . 
Is Robert Carlyle l i ned u p to play a bad-

d ie n a m e d Renard a l o n g s i d e D e n i s e 
R ichards a n d J ohn C leese? 

Email your answers to f l lm. fe l ix@ic .ac .uk 
be fo re W e d n e s d a y e v e n i n g to be in w i th 
a c h a n c e o f w i n n i n g . The first ten n a m e s 
out of the virtual hat will w in a pair o f tick­
ets. 

We l l d o n e to the w i n n e r s o f last 
t e rm ' s Waking Ned c o m p e t i t i o n , w h o 
all correct ly spo t t ed that full Monty star 
T o m Wi l k inson a n d Four Weddings and 
a funeral slat H u g h Grant co l l abo ra ted 
o n Sense and Sensibility 

17 
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IPDATE 
The Exorcist 

By f inal ly ge t t i ng a v i d e o release, The 
Exorcist is b o u n d to rece ive a massive 
a m o u n t o f m e d i a cove rage . Sadly, how ­
ever, t hose w h o g o out and rent it in the 
expec ta t ion o f a horrif ic, gory Satan fest 
wil l b e sorely d i s appo in t ed . Twenty-Six 
years after its first tour o f the c inemas, the 
goal-posts have m o v e d to such an extent 
that a na t ion of s e a s o n e d c i n c m a g o e r s 
won ' t e v en f ind The Exorcist particularly 
f r igh ten ing . 

N o n e t h e l e s s , it r ema ins a brilliant 
(and fairly nasty) thriller, taught and claus­
t r o p h o b i c in its e x e c u t i o n , that ful ly 
deserves the 'c lassic ' t ag w h i c h it so fre­
quent l y receives. 

A Perfect 
Murder 

Artistically, t he v i r tue o f r e m a k i n g Hi tch­
cock 90's-stylc w i th G w y n c t h Paltrow and 
Michae l Doug las in the lead ing roles may 
be dub ious , but f r om a mone ta r y point 
of v i ew it's got profit wr i t ten all over it. 

The directors o f re-makes like this 
a lways talk a b o u t b r o a d e n i n g a mov ie ' s 
appea l , and in this case it's probably true. 
Admi t t ed l y it's not as g o o d as the or ig i ­
nal, but the qual ity of the plot, a longs ide 
D o u g l a s ' hammy-but-en joyab le evil 
schtick and s o m e nifty camerawork make 
for a decen t night-in none the less . 

velvet 
Goldmine 

O h dear. O n c e aga in t w a n M c G r e g o r 
p roves that just b e c a u s e his n a m e is 
attatched to a mov ie , it's no guarantee of 
quality. I ndeed , for every d e c e n t mov i e 
he 's b e e n in, you ' l l p robab ly f ind at least 
o n e suck-lost. Worse still, by fol lowing-up 
his role in The Avengers w i th a support ­
ing p e r f o r m a n c e here , Eddie Izzard is 
hardly m a k i n g the best o f his f l edg l ing 
ac t ing career. 

Essent ia l ly , h o w e v e r , it's d i rec tor 
T o d d I l aynes w h o mus t shou lde r the 
b l ame , rather than his stars. He del iber ­
a te ly sets ou t to m a k e a m o v i e so 
devo t ed to f r enz i ed 70's-retro styling that 
he ignores plot or characterisation - wh ich 
leaves two hours o f painful glam-rock 
cos tumes , a n d prec ious little else. 

Dave 
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X-Wing Alliance (PC) 
LucasArts 

Our beloved games editor and I have this 
running argument about which of the 
Star Wars spacecraft makes the best 
space fighter. Last time we discussed it, 
he plumped for the B-wing on the 
grounds that it was very tough, well 
armoured although possibly a bit slow. 
My preference is for either the A-wing or 
(if I feel like playing on the side of the 
Empire) the Tie Advanced, both because 
they are fast and very manoeuvrable. 
There has never been any debate about 
the coolest ship in the Star Wars uni­
verse though; that honour has always 
gone to the Millennium Falcon. 

Now I know full well that many of 
you keep back issues of felix in bound-
leather folders, and quite probably lov­
ingly laminate each new edition as soon 
as It comes out, so I won't bore you with 
tales of X-Wing Alliance's predecessors 
which I (re)reviewed a couple of months 
ago - look them up for yourselves. X-
Wing Alliance is the latest in the series, 
and, as you'd expect from LucasArts, is 
pretty damn impressive. 

X-Wing Alliance starts shortly after 
the destruction of the first Death Star and 
the Hoth evacuation and runs to the bat­
tle of the second death star above the 
planet of Yavin, roughly the same time­
frame as Tie Fighter, and follows the 
career of the youngest son of a wealthy 
trading family. This family gets involved 
in a trade war with a second rich trading 

family who, not being 
afraid to play dirty when 
necessary, conspire to have 
the first rich trading fam­
ily's assets confiscated by 
the Empire. At this point 
the family are forced to go 
into hiding and the son 
goes off to join the rebel 
cause. 

Initially you get to fly a 
couple of light freighter craft, both of 
which are related to the Millennium Fal­
con, and the first few missions are very 
much about learning how to use the 
extra functions available in these craft. 
They do very largely replace the training 
missions in the original X-Wing and Tie 
Fighter and, despite being wedged into 
the storyline, do seem to fit in with what 
comes later. Once you have flown a few 
missions on the family's behalf, the sto­
ryline takes you to the Rebels and you 
start flying for them. 

In terms 
of gameplay 
there are no 
h u g e 
a d v a n c e s 
from X-Wing 
or Tie 
fighter, but 
the game 
reeks paya­
bility. The 
missions are 
v a r i e d 
enough for a 
c e r t a i n 
amount of 
lateral thinking to be required at times -
the best policy is not always to blow 
everything else up - and you certainly 
don't feel as though you are getting into 
a rut which is always a danger In games 
of this kind. 

There is a very strong 
multiplayer element built 
in to X-Wing Alliance 
which is integrated 
through the mission sim­
ulator, and allows you to 
more or less build your 
own missions. Should you 
want to you can create a 
mission to assault a Super 
Star Destroyer with a fleet of escape 
pods (Tip Of The Day-you'll fail). If you 
don't feel that's hard enough, how about 
setting it in an asteroid field? Or a mine­
field? 

There is a huge range of ships that 
you can build into your missions, from 
static bases (and, peculiarly, a casino) to 
the large capital ships, smaller escorts, 
the ubiquitous fighters, various freighters 
and transports and the already men­
tioned escape pods. The types of space­
ships available have been increased 
exponentially, and now include all the 

ships from 
the films 
and the 
p r e v i o u s 
g a m e s , 
most of 
those from 
the accom-
p a n y i n g 
books, and 
s o m e 
w h i c h 
seem to 
have been 
c o n j u r e d 
up specifi­

cally for Alliance. It's tempting to think 
that some of these new craft will be 
making an appearance in The Phantom 
Menace, but I guess we'll have to wait 
and see. You can fly most of the fight­
ers, all of which have been given differ­

ent cockpit interiors, and they have dif­
ferent flight characteristics that need to 
be taken into account in your tactics. 

Apparently this game has been in 
production for at least three years, and 
a large part of that time has gone 
towards a new graphics engine. This 
shows - the graphics are simply superb, 
especially on a fast PC with a 3D card. The 
game will run in the earlier missions 
using software rendering only, providing 
you have a bit more RAM in your box, but 
once you Join the rebellion, things will 
slow down without a bit of hardware 
acceleration - there are too many ships 
flying around. LucasArts have appar­
ently claimed that you can have in the 
region of 120 ships fighting it out at 
once - the most I've tried it on is about 
50 (plus mines), and it's almost 
unplayable then, not due to graphics 
slowdown: more because it's very hard 
to tell who you should be shooting and 
who you shouldn't. 

It's a very hard game to criticise -
fucasArts have been at the forefront of 
space combat simulations since they 
released X-Wing all those years ago, and 
it shows. The lessons from X-Wing Vs Tie 
Fighter have been learnt, and learnt very 
well, and what we now have is a game 
that is perfectly balanced between single 
and multiplayer elements. To sum up -
new Star Wars flight sim, state of the art, 
lots and lots of fun. 

Danny 

C o m p e t i t i o n C o r n e r 
Commandos - Beyond the Call of Duty and Warzone 2100 for the PC for free 

Do you like your war close up and personal or do you prefer a bit of distance between 
the guts and the guns. Well Eidos have managed to produce two excellent games, 
Warzone 2100 and Commandos: Beyond the Call of Duty that cover both the air-
chair General and the armchair Lieutenant out there. 

Eidos have also supplied us with a copy each of these games, and you can be 
one of the lucky, lucky people to pick up a free copy. Just send the answer the fol­
lowing question either to fellx@lc.ac.uk or pop the answer Into the office on a piece 
of paper. The first two people out of the hat will win. 

The question is: 
Which two films about blowing things up have Navarone In their title. 
(Hint Allstalr Maclean has a writing credit on both) 

mailto:fellx@lc.ac.uk
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warzone 2100 (PC) 
Eidos • • • • • 

With T iber ian Sun still h i d d e n away a n d 
Starcraft starting to creak, there is a future 
for a g a m e that can take t h e C o m m a n d 
a n d C o n q u e r g a m e i deas , m ix t h e m 
about and app ly the latest g raph ics . We l l 
the future's bright, the future's o r ange for 
W a r z o n e 2100. 

O n c e aga in a r o g u e Al has t r iggered 
a nuclear e x c h a n g e , b r i n g i n g the e n d of 
the w o r l d as w e k n o w it. A s the c o m ­
m a n d e r o f o n e o f the g r o u p s o f sur­
vivors your task is to a t t empt to b r i ng 
back a little bit o f that o l d e w o r l d c h a r m 
by f i nd ing the r emnan t s o f pre-war t e c h ­
no logy be fo re the o p p o s i t i o n . D id I for­
get to m e n t i o n that your g r o u p w a s not 
the only b u n c h o f survivors? O u t in the 
desert, in the cities, and in the moun ta i n s 
there are o ther less f r i end ly g r o u p s w h o 

also wan t the t e c h n o l o g i e s 
a n d a rc m o r e than w i l l i ng 
to f o r ce the po int w i th a 
f e w we l l p l a ced bul lets . 

O n your s ide is a f e w 
t rucks a n d a h a n d f u l o f 
a r m o u r e d cars. N o t t h e 
mos t impress i ve o f p e a c e 
k e e p i n g f o r ce s , but g i ve 
t h e trucks e n o u g h t ime to 
b u i l d f a c to r i e s a n d y o u 
have y o u r o w n p e r s o n a l 
p r o d u c t i o n l ine. M a k e the 
trucks bu i ld research labs 

a n d any r emnan t s p i cked up a l o n g the 
w a y g i v e y o u i m p r o v e m e n t s s u c h as 
t r acked veh i c l e s , n e w w e a p o n s , e v en 
n e w bits to put o n veh ic les - l ike cup 
ho lde rs . 

O n e o f t h e best f e a t u r e s is t h e 
d e s i g n s c r e e n 
f r o m w h e r e y o u 
c a n p i e c e 1 
toge the r r a n d o m 
bits a n d bobs , to 
des i gn incredib ly 
fast scout cars or 
b i g , bu l ky c a n ­
n o n w i e ld ing bat­
t le t a n k s - or if 
y o u a re o d d , 
s l ow bulky scouts 
a n d s m a l l fast 

a n d f r ag i l e t anks . 
Later o n y o u ge t 
hovercraft and vTOL 
aircraft a d d e d to the 
arsena l . 

Hav ing so many 
o p t i o n s a va i l ab l e 
the g a m e c o u l d 
have b e e n a rea l 
n i g h t m a r e to c o n ­
trol but the s imp l e 
c o n t r o l i n t e r f a ce a l l o w s y o u to f ight , 
research , c o m m a n d a n d bu i ld w i t hou t 
n e e d i n g to use twenty keys at o n c e . The 
c o m m a n d inter face for ins tance a l l ows 
y o u to direct a g r o u p to fire f r o m var ious 
ranges , c h a n g e their state o f alert or 
e ven cease fire all w i th in s e c o n d s . 

The graph ics take the best g raph i cs 
f r om this g e n r e and no t ch it up severa l 

l eve ls . N o t 
on ly can y o u 
c h a n g e t h e 
v i e w i n g 
d i rec t ion , but 
a lso t h e e le ­
v a t i o n . It's 
be t te r l ook ­
i ng t han the 
v i e w f r o m a 
LI 6 c o c k p i t , 
a n d tw i ce as 
clear. 

So apart f r o m the story w h a t can I 
m o a n about? Occas iona l l y the Al dec ides 
that your fo rces w o u l d m u c h prefer to 
take o n the e n e m y c a m p straight on 
rather t h a n f o l l o w i n g t h e safer rou te 
r o u n d the back, but the A l bo th o f your 
a n d the e n e m y ' s fo rces a rc still a c o m ­
plete leap a h e a d o f earl ier g a m e s . There 
is e v en a c o m m a n d to w i t h d r a w forces 
after su f f e r i ng d a m a g e , w h i c h can save 
e v e n the mos t s tup id o f gene ra l s and is 
a l so u s e d by the c o m p u t e r forces to pre­
serve its l im i ted fo rces . Lor o n c e he re is 
a g a m e w h e r e e n g a g i n g in batt les o f 
attr i t ion wi l l fai l , yet l im i ted sacr i f ices are 
a lso not heavi ly pena l i s ed . Wi th the add i ­
t ion o f a mul t ip layer o p t i o n it rolls over 
the oppos i t i on and crushes t h e m wi thout 
mercy . For those w i thou t e x a m s prepare 
to lose s l e ep , for t h o s e w i th e x a m s I 
take no respons ib i l i t y for the results. 

Gary S. 

Commandos - Beyond the Call of Duty (PC) 

This g a m e is hard , very very ha rd . After 
several hours o f effort o n t h e eas iest 
level, I m a n a g e d to s n e a k m y little g r o u p 
o f Wor ld War 2 h a r d e n e d killers, sn ipers 
and explosives experts t h r o u g h the island 
fortress p lant ing explosives a n d r e m o v i n g 
the o d d G e r m a n gua rd that had l o o k e d 
at m e in a s t range way . 

I got to the extract ion b e a c h , b l e w 
the charges a n d read ied the rubber raft 
to escape the island. It w a s then I s aw the 
mine f i e ld just o f f the b e a c h , d i s cove r ed 
the is land w a s c r aw l i ng w i th gua rds a n d 
that I n e e d e d to g o back a n d f in ish o f f a 
f e w o f the Anti-aircraft g u n pos i t i ons . 
T ime to re load a n d try a g a i n . 

fo r t hose that m i s sed 
t h e o r ig ina l c o m m a n d o s , 
t h e g a m e f ea tu res the 
act ions o f a g r o u p o f very 
spec ia l special ists w h o take 
the very nastiest and dirtiest 
miss ions . It is your j ob to 
g u i d e t h e m f rom a distance 
a n d p r e ven t t h e m b e i n g 
c ap tu r ed , shot a n d b e i n g 
de tec ted , wh i l e c o m p l e t i n g 
the miss ion in the shortest 
poss ib le t ime . 

Hint number one : It 
might appear to be smart to massacre the 
whole garrison but It is usually not advis­
able to start an open war while you are 
outnumbered and your weapon of 
choice Is a sharp knife. 

Thus r u n n i n g in and s h o o t i n g o f f 
your pistols arc not the smartest o f Ideas, 
but c raw l ing up to p e o p l e a n d s h o o t i n g 
t h e m in the back wi th a h a r p o o n g u n or 
sn iper rifle is. Unfor tunate ly wh i l e a d e a d 
gua rd can not call his fr iends, his f r iends 
t end to get a bit j u m p y and wil l hit the 
pan ic alert bu t ton if they s ee their b u d d y 
w i th a h a r p o o n in his back. R e m o v i n g 
bod i e s f r om v i e w b e c o m e s a b ig a n d 
m e s s y task. 

The g r a p h i c s a re d e t a i l e d in the 
ex t reme - the l a p p i n g of the s e a on wal ls 
a n d beaches o n the first level , the s e a g ­
ulls f loat ing by, a n d the bu i ld ings t h e m ­
selves all create the impress i on y o u are 
in a c o m m a n d o s mov i e . It is not just a 
pretty p icture t h o u g h . There is the abil ity 
to z o o m in and out, and create several 
w i n d o w s to mon i to r m o r e than o n e a r ea 
at o n c e . 

The s o u n d , w h i l e not b e i n g perfect , 
d o e s g o towards c o m p l e t i n g the impres ­
s i on o f a mov ie , w i th var ious s tereotyp i ­
cal a c c e n t s t a k i n g t h e v o i c e s o f t h e 
di f ferent characters - the b i g hard g u y is 
a scouser , and the sn iper a coo l soph i s ­
ticated upper class gent. The 
other s o u n d s are just aver­
age , but in a g a m e w h e r e 
brain and appropriate act ion 
a rc the rule y o u w o u l d n o l 
expect a loud and explos ive 
soundtrack , the gent le rush 
of the sea o n the beach and 
the quiet snap o f a s i l enced 
rifle are abou t as urgent as 
y o u get. 

W h i l e t h e g a m e is 
graphically pretty, has game-
play in a b u n d a n c e a n d has 

a very easy a n d we l l t h o u g h t out control 
m e t h o d , it is h o r r e n d o u s l y diff icult e ven 
on the easiest level . It is this reason and 
this a l o n e that wil l put o f f all except the 
mos t c o m m i t t e d o f c o m m a n d o s and 
strategy fans, l o r the average gamcp layc r 
the g a m e loses s o m e o f its appea l and 
gets b o g g e d d o w n in the constant saves 
a n d re loads n e e d e d to be ab le to f inish 
a s i tua t ion that y o u had t h o u g h t was 
c o m p l e t e , but had just b e c o m e a b ig 
d e a d e n d . It is a very g o o d g a m e spoilt 
pure ly by its dif f iculty - def in i te ly o n e for 
the strategy guys but wil l not impress 
the ac t ion fanat ics. 

Gary S. 
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Seven Go Mad In Dublin 
Darts 

Holland Club Take Brakespear Title 
Early o n Saturday, 27 Ma r ch , the seven of 
us (GS: Sally May , GA : Sarah C o b u r n , WA: 
Paula M c G u i g a n , G Vlkki Revell, WD: Kirstie 
Gosland: GD: Rachel Urwin, GK: Alex Haley) 
left the Un ion in a s o m e w h a t sorry state 
for our long awaited Netball Tour to Dubl in. 
Our heads felt like a quiet coach journey, 
but unfortunately shar ing our coach with 
31 Essex girls was not the ideal r emedy for 
our headaches . With the prospect of six 
matches in two days, the o d d s on all o f us 
re turn ing al ive, injury f r ee a n d 
un-hungover we re not g o o d . 

O n Saturday night w e exp lo red the 
pubs and bars in Dubl in and an adventur ­
ous three investigated a local c lub a n d its 
Irish talent wel l Into the early hours. 

The first match on Sunday was against 
Liverpool feds, wh i ch w e lost 14-7 because 
Paula was g o i n g to be sick (okay - they 
went on to win), and then w e played Essex 
A and w o n 10-5. In the e v e n i n g w e w e n t 
out for Rachel's birthday meal and seriously 
over-ate, b e c o m i n g far t o o fat to fit in o n e 
taxi and hav ing to take two taxis h o m e 
again. 

The next day s o m e of us (Sarah, Vikki, 
Rachel and Sally) were up bright and early, 
as Sarah had to umpi re the first match . W e 
then went on to play two matches in a row, 
beat ing Essex B 7-4 and then narrowly los­
ing to As ton 9-7. Impressed by Trinity's 
sandwich facilities, w e w e r e t hen refu­
e l led wi th e n o u g h e n e r g y to play our 
match of the t o u r n a m e n t ve rsus the 
hosts - Trinity. Everyone p layed s tormingly 

w i th s o m e qual i ty t e a m w o r k a n d 
s e q u e n c e s inc lud ing Sally's c u n n i n g " hop 
and shoot " tactics ensur ing a resound ing 
10-8 victory (IC scor ing 2 5 % more goals 
than trinity as Alex rightly po in ted out). By 
the way, Alex finally w o k e up on M o n d a y 
to give it her all against an annoy ing ly 
g o o d GS in the final match . It was a c lose 
fought affair with us eventually los ing to 
University Col lege Dublin 8-7, leaving us 3rd 
overal l . 

H ighl ights inc luded Paula's displays 
of gymnast ic t umb l i ng both on and of f 
court, o n c e sprawl ing into the Trinity t eam 
w h o w e r e wa t ch ing f rom the sidel ines. 
Sarah and Vikki per fected their o w n text 
b o o k vers ion of the IC centre pass, w h e r e 
the ball travelled f r om the centre circle to 
the goal in 4 moves comple te l y ignor ing 
the rest o f the t e a m . The mystery o f "that 
pink sta in" o n Rachel 's airtex was finally 
so lved o n the last day w h e n it w a s identi ­
f ied as Sarah's blackcurrant drink. However, 
w e all b e c a m e slightly conce rned about 
Paula's g row ing ability to pass to imaginary 
12-foot tall p e o p l e s t a n d i n g 20 mi les 
beh i n d other t e a m membe r s . De lus ion or 
a lcohol? W e suspect the latter. 

All in all w e had a fantastic tour and 
Sally tried on every pair of black trousers in 
Dub l in . Special thanks g o to Sarah Coburn 
for ump i r i ng n u m e r o u s other matches on 
the tour. R e m e m b e r girls, "What goes o n 
tour, stays o n tour!" (Essex Netbal l Squad, 
1999). 

Towards the e n d o f last t e r m t h e inau 
gura l s e a s o n o f the Imperia l _ . --
i (ill ' ! !,.| IS |i -. ..!( I. 
to its thr i l l ing c l imax, but dui 
to o t h e i g l o r i o u s a c h i e v i 
m e n t s w e w e r e s l ight ly over I 
l o o k e d . The final g a m e s a w j j 
i C U n i t e d a n d Sou ths i de bat-%| 
t ie out to avo id the ' W o o d e n 
S p o o n ' . The result w e n t w i th i C U - ^ 4 H B 
ni ted and the final table can be s e e n ^ 1 
b e l o w . 

Af ter t h e m a t c h the t r o p h i e s w e r e 
a w a r d e d w i th Jeff f r o m i C U n i t e d receiv­
i n g t h e h i g h e s t s c o r e t r o p h y (after a 
play off ) w i th 140 a n d Ian f r o m the H o l ­
l and c l ub r e ce i v ed the h i g h e s t f i n i sh 
w i th 68. The B takspear sh i e ld w a s pre ­
s e n t e d to (act ing) H o l l a n d c lub cap ta in 
Pete (be low) a n d the w o o d e n s p o o n 
g o i n g to N i ck o f Sou ths ide . 

It is fair to say the l e a g u e w a s a suc ­
cess w i th a g o o d l a u g h had by a l l , a n 
inc reased r i n g i n g o f bar tills a n d n e w 
f r i ends m a d e . 

H o p e f u l l y next year wi l l b e better 

a n d any depa r tmen t , C C U or co l l ege bar 
jCjgfĉ - that th inks they can f ie ld 8 

• U 1 ' i l every two w e e k s for 
. . .. m o te rms a n d pro\ ido l o o d 

. : ' . .... :. 

or the p laye rs t a n enter , 
' lease contact Gerry al the 
TNOI I Hal on 01 /I v-H 8090 

">'.. • .| e x t e n s i o n 48090/58090 oi 
• H H r >.-Mi.:t g . d o n o h o e @ i c . a c . u k . 

W e l o o k f o rwa rd to ano the r 
W l e ague f r om O c t o b e r 1999 and h o p e ­
ful ly s o m e n e w t e a m s . Any t e a m that 
w o u l d l ike to c h a l l e n g e i C U n i t e d to a 
o n e of f m a t c h this t e r m s h o u l d contac t 
Ge r r y v i a t h e a b o v e n u m b e r . 

T h e i C U n i t e d t e a m ce l eb ra te v ictory 

Team Played Won Lost Games woo Games lost Points 

Holland dob 8 5 3 75 45 10 

iCUnited 8 4 4 52 68 8 

Southside 8 3 5 53 6/ 6 

CRYPTIC CROSSWORD The winner of last issue's crossword (1141) Is William Dugdale 
P lease c o m e in to t h e o f f i ce t o co l lec t y o u r p r i ze . Entries for th is w e e k ' s c r o s s w o r d s h o u l d b e r e ce i v ed by 1 p m W e d n e s d a y . by S h e e p 

Across 

I C o m p a r i s o n s l ike a miss i le . (7) 
5 f o l d a h u n d r e d and fifty o n e d r aw ing 

i m p l e m e n t s . (7) 
9 A r u m p sail has a p o u c h . (9) 
10 S tony heavywe igh t . (5) 
II G i v i n g gr ip is rated badly. (5) 
12 A n i m a l s r o a m in the p lanes . (9) 
13 R e p r o d u c e correc t ly d e s i g n e r p ro ­

t e c t i on . 
16 Metal underwear, worn by Gestapo. (5) 
17 K n o w w h y Rory mar ry ing the Q u e e n 

w o u l d be a mistake? (5) 
18 Wi th gaeity, w e hear Rob in ' s b a n d 

have tea . (9) 
20 I nhab i t an t s c o m m i t a s in in t h e 

desert . (9) 
23 To a n s w e r th i s w i t h o u t s o l v i n g it 

w o u l d b e a s w e e t t h i ng . (5) 
25 A s o u n d o n e knows , w e hear . (5) 
26 Torp id fifty starts the c o n f u s e d n o b l e 

gas b e g i n n i n g b e f o r e c o l l e g e . (9) 
27 C h a n g i n g po in ts o n c e a day for a n 

attractive spec tac l e . (7) 
28 Wi th obse r ve a n d g a w k ge t t i ng f lus­

t e red , it perco la tes s lowly . (7) 

Down 

1 I a m the cost of the physical body. (7) 
2 C iphe r a n u n f i n i s h e d titbit. (5) 
3 H e c l eans in a rural Eden . (7) 
4 M i l e s to o o z e . (5) 
5 C h a o t i c r o p e style fabr ic . (9) 
6 N i c k h ides , not Chris. (5) 
7 B e w i l d e r w i t h a n n u i t i e s s u g g e s t s 

s o m e t h i n g m o r e . (9) 
8 C o n c e a l e d , this in use , s o m e t i m e s 

c auses h e a d a c h e s . (7) 
14 The pig-shr ine is dy i ng . (9) 
15 Gay ill m e n c o u l d be twin-like. (9) 
16 A short l ived lawsuit con ta ins d o c u ­

men t s , pe rhaps . (9) 
17 To m a k e a mis take , as we l l as m a n y 

tasks. (7) 
19 G o l d e n syrup or ear l , etc. (7) 
21 U n c e r t a i n to b e t r o t h to f o n d o n 

Transport is to have l ived there . (5) 
22 P laces a n d th ings w e see , w e hear . 

(5) 
24 M a n ' s best f r i end is qua l i f i ed to g ive 

conv i c t i on . (5) 
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