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T h e S t u d e n t s ' N e w s p a p e r at Impe r i a l C o l l e g e 

Imperial Do the Double In 
Hockey, Football and Rugby 

A fantastic year of sport has c l imaxed wi th 
IC's s p o r t s m e n a n d w o m e n s e c u r i n g UL 
L e a g u e a n d C u p d o u b l e s in H o c k e y , 
Footbal l a n d Rugby, as we l l as a l o n g list 
of o ther t roph ies that i n c l udes the pres
t ig ious Gu t t e r idge C u p for Rugby . 

In Hockey , the M e n s Firsts a d d e d 
C u p t r i u m p h to t h e P r e m i e r s h i p t i t le 
s e cu r ed last w e e k , r u n n i n g out a 4-2 vic
tory over Royal Hol loway. D isp lay ing their 
clear super ior i ty f r o m the start, v ic tory 
w a s never in doub t , a n d af ter p u t t i n g 
three goals past the Egham keepe r in the 
first f i f teen m inu tes , H o l l o w a y w e r e s im 
ply p lay ing for digni ty . 

The i r v i c to ry w a s all t h e s w e e t e r 
thanks to earl ier v ic tor ies f r o m t h e M e n s 
Thirds in the Reserves C u p a n d the ICSM 
W o m e n s Firsts in the UL Ladies C u p Final. 
The m e d i c s a lso t r i u m p h e d in t h e Hos 
pitals Cup , w h e r e t h e M e n s t e a m a d d e d 
to a mise rab le w e e k for GKT, the o p p o 
si t ion in m a n y o f IC's mos t m e m o r a b l e 

By David Roberts 

Pho tos : Dave V i c to r ious capta ins co l lect the i r t roph ies - t h e UL H o c k e y 
C u p (left) a n d t h e Gu t t e r i dge C u p (right). 

f inals this year. 
M o v i n g f r o m astroturf to grass s aw 

IC's Footbal l Firsts w r a p p i n g up the Pre
m i e r s h i p title w i th a 1-0 victory over UCL, 

to leave t h e m four po ints clear o f LSE in 
s e c o n d p lace . C o m i n g o n top o f last 
w e e k ' s UL C u p w i n , this c o m p l e t e s a 
very impress i ve d o u b l e for ICFC. Else

w h e r e , a n extra-time v ictory for ICSM in 
t h e U H Footba l l f ina l m e a n t that the 
m e d i c s h a v e m a d e a c l e an s w e e p o f all 
th ree major M e d i c a l S choo l t roph ies . 

M e a n w h i l e , c u p f inals day in Rugby 
s a w victory for bo th the M e n s a n d W o m 
e n s s q u a d s . H a v i n g b e a t e n ICSM last 
w e e k , the m e n s t e a m w e n t o n to c o m 
plete an histor ic Gu t t e r i dge C u p t r i umph 
w i th a 15-10 w i n over GKT (this year 's first 
d iv is ion c h a m p i o n s ) , thanks to tries f rom 
A n d y M a y e s a n d D a n l l i g a z i a n d : the 
ever-re l iab le b o o t o f Chr i s D i c k i n s o n . 
M o r e i m p r e s s i v e l y st i l l , t h e w o m e n ' s 
t e a m s t o r m e d to a lands l ide victory (also 
over GKT) a n d w e n t o n to col lect meda l s 
for bo th the UL C u p a n d the UL League 
- w h i c h they w o n w i th an u n d e f e a t e d 
record a n d a mass i ve +197 po ints differ
ence . Clearly the merge r b e t w e e n the IC 
a n d ICSM t e a m s w h i c h t o o k p l a ce at the 
b e g i n n i n g o f t h e year is r e a p i n g b ig 
rewards . 

Butt To Lead ULU Into Next Century 
A t ight jy-fought con tes t has s e e n Ma t t 
Butt e l e c t e d as next yea r ' s Un i ve rs i t f -o f 
L o n d o n U n i o n President. The U L U C o u n 
cil Cha i r bea t o f f t o u g h c o m p e t i t i o n 
f r o m G o l d s m i t h s ' l eade r S o p h i e Bolt by 
a m a r g i n o'f 37-27, p r o m i s i n g t o b e 
" respons ive , c o m m i t t e d a n d innova t i ve " 
in fu l f i l i ng his pr imary p l e d g e to " take 
U L U ou t to t h e C o l l e g e s " . A l o n g s i d e 
every o ther c and ida te , h e a l so p r o m i s e d 
to f ight aga ins t d i f fe rent ia l f ees , w i th or 
w i thou t t h e s u p p o r t o f the N U S . 

The b i g s tory o f t h e e l e c t i o n s , h o w 
ever, w a s t h e v i c to ry o f N e w E lec t ion in 
the race for t h e ro le o f V i ce P res iden t 
We l fa re & E d u c a t i o n . A l t h o u g h b o t h o f 
the c a n d i d a t e s w e r e w e l l k n o w n U L U 
facets, b o t h A l l an S iao M i n g W i the r l c k 
a n d Seth A tk i n r e c e i v e d a t r o u n c i n g 
f r om R O N , w h i c h p o l l e d 40 ou t o f 66 o f 
t h e vo t es cast. A l t h o u g h v o t i n g fo r R O N 
is very rare at U L U , t h e result w a s not 
g ree ted as surpr i s ing - M r W i the r i ck w a s 
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Photo: Dave Matt Butt delivers 
his winning manifesto 

d e f e a t e d in the s a m e e l e c t i on last year, 
a n d M r Atk in is r e n o w n e d as o n e o f the 
m o s t o u t s p o k e n a n d radica l m e m b e r s 

o f U L U C o u n c i l . A f resh e l e c t i o n for the 
pos t w i l l take p lace at the b e g i n n i n g o f 
next t e r m , by w h i c h t i m e a c o m p r o 
m i s e c a n d i d a t e w i l l h o p e f u l l y h a v e 
e m e r g e d . 

Elect ions for the two other V ice Pres
iden ts s a w far happ i e r results for t h o s e 
i nvo l ved , w i th b o t h D e n n i s F e r n a n d o 
a n d Char lo t t e A l d r i d g c c o m p l e t i n g s i m 
p le v i c to r i es over N e w E lec t ion . M r Fer
n a n d o , t h e G o l d s m i t h s f i n a n c e & 
Societ ies Off icer , wil l take over the s a m e 
port fo l io at ULU , whist M s A ld r idge , a rel
a t i ve o u t s i d e r in s t u d e n t p o l i t i c s , 
s e c u r e d the ro le o f VP Sports . 

The f inal sabba t i ca l p o s i t i o n , that 
o f L o n d o n S tudent Editor, w a s a straight 
f ight b e t w e e n a c o n t i n u a t i o n o f t h e 
p r e s e n t t a b l o i d s ty le , a n d a m o v e 

, t o w a r d s a b r o a d s h e e t f e e l . V o t i n g p ro 
d u c e d a n o v e r w h e l m i n g ma jo r i t y in 
favour o f t h e red-top t ab lo id a d v o c a t e d 
by current LS Arts Editor Chr is C a m p b e l l . 
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C&G Elections 
In o n e o f t h e m o s t s u r p r i s i n g resu l ts o f 
th i s y e a r ' s e l e c t i o n s e a s o n , D i n e s h 
Ganesara jah has s n a t c h e d v ic tory in t h e 
race for the City & G u i l d s P r e s i dency . 

M r G a n e s a r a j a h , t h e cu r r en t Gu i l d-
shee t Edi tor a n d one- t ime c a n d i d a t e 
for b o t h t h e RCS a n d ICSM P res iden t i a l 
ro les , bea t o f f a ve r y s t r o n g c h a l l e n g e 
f r om Sane l a Etodzic, w h o lost by a m e r e 
six vo t e s o n t h e s e c o n d r e a l l o c a t i o n . 
H a v i n g d i s c o u n t e d t h e v o t e s cast for 
Mat t Co l l ins a n d N e w E lec t ion , t h e f ina l 
tally read 147 to 141 In M r Ganesa ra j ah ' s 
f a v o u r . T h e f o u r t h c a n d i d a t e , ICU 
Deputy Pres ident M a r i e N i c h o l a o u , w i t h 
d r e w b e f o r e t h e c l o s e o f p o l l i n g . 

By David Roberts 

Photo: Will The count In progress 

E l s ewhe re , T o m W a t s o n s c o r e d a n 
easy v i c to ry ove r Chr i s Buck l ey to b e 

r e t u r n e d as V ice-Pres ident w i t h 189 ou t 
o f 350 vo tes cast, a n d Phil B u c k m a n 
t akes over t h e f i nanc i a l r e ins as T rea 
surer after a s i m p l e v i c to ry ove r N e w 
E lect ion. A s imi lar result s a w Rob Hasle-
hurst s e c u r i n g a s e c o n d t e r m as C & G 
A c a d e m i c Affa irs Of f i ce r . The r e m a i n i n g 
p o s i t i o n s w e r e f i l l ed by Kh i l i an S h a h 
(Secretary) , Suni l Rao ( G u i l d s h e e t Edi 
tor), D im i t r i o s Pe touss l s (Publ ic i ty O f f i 
cer) a n d Phil " S p a n n e r " M i t c h e l l ( C G C A 
Rep). 

The total t u r n o u t (In e x c e s s o f 350) 
has b e e n w a r m l y g r e e t e d as e v i d e n c e 
o f a n o u t s t a n d i n g yea r o f g r o w t h a n d 
d e v e l o p m e n t in C & G . 
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Historic UCL Occupation Victory 
By Ben Fisher 

O n Friday 19 M a r c h the m a n a g e m e n t o f 
U C f w e r e f o r c e d o n to t h e d e f e n s i v e 
over their p r o p o s e d e x p u l s i o n o f 30 s tu 
dents w h o c an not pay the i r f ees . A pas 
s ionate g r o u p o f s tuden t s o c c u p i e d t h e 
Financial Cen t r e o f U C L a n d r e f u s e d to 
b u d g e unt i l m a n a g e m e n t a g r e e d t o 
m e e t t h e m . A w e e k earl ier (12 M a r c h ) 
app rox ima te l y 150 s tuden ts h a d o c c u 
p ied the f inanc ia l corr idors b r i n g i n g o f f i 
c ial b u s i n e s s t o a g r i n d i n g hal t . T h e 
occup ie r s l i nked a rms a n d sat o n t h e 
f loor in p e a c e f u l d e m o n s t r a t i o n . This 
lasted 30 hours , d u r i n g w h i c h t i m e a 
h igh court i n junc t ion w a s p a s s e d . The 
o c c u p a t i o n e n d e d w h e n t h e ba i l i f f s 
m a d e an en t r ance w i th the use o f c row 
bars and s l e d g e h a m m e r s , d r a g g i n g s tu 
dents out o n e by o n e . Desp i te the threat 
of b e i n g t h r o w n out o f co l l ege , s tuden ts 
ma in ta ined their p rom i se not to "resist or 
assist" and w e r e carried out by the bailiffs. 

The latest occupa t ion w a s o n a m u c h 
smal ler scale , but pass ions are still r u n 
n i n g h i g h . M a t t Wh l t e c ross , (3rd year 
English) w h o took part in the occupa t i ons 
sa id ; "The w a y w e w e r e t r ea ted by UCL 
m a n a g e m e n t a n d thei r h i red a p e s w a s 
absolute ly cr iminal . " These t w o p ieces o f 
direct ac t ion have f o r c e d t h e m a n a g e 
ment of UCL into a histor ic concession,-
the Provost, V i ce Provost , Registrar a n d 
Depu ty D e a n have a g r e e d to m e e t w i t h 
the s tudents and d iscuss the mat ter f a ce 
to face in a m e e t i n g run by the o c c u p a 
t ion c o m m i t t e e . The key ob jec t i ve is a 
promise that if a s tudent is u n a b l e to pay 
their debt t h e n the i r e d u c a t i o n s h o u l d 
not be a f f e c t ed in any way . 

O n M o n d a y , the UCL s tudent b o d y 
are d u e to ta lk to the i r m a n a g e m e n t 
direct ly. UCL m a n a g e m e n t be l i eves the 
rumours are a "willful mis interpretat ion of 
univers i ty po l i cy totally un t rue a n d 
w i thou t p rovoca t ion " . Their actual pol icy 
is that u n d e r g r a d u a t e s w h o are in debt 
shal l have "...their e x a m i n a t i o n results 
w i t hhe ld a n d not b e a l l owed to enter the 
next year o f s tudy" . 

A l e x S h a n d ( s e c o n d yea r M e d i c ) 
s ta ted "we w a n t t o s h o w UCL m a n a g e 
m e n t that w e are not afra id to s tand up 
for our fe l low students ' ability to learn not 
abil ity to pay". 

L o n d o n a n d in part icu lar UCL are 

n o w l e a d i n g the batt le aga ins t s tuden t 
fees . Both G o l d s m i t h s a n d SOAS w e r e 
success fu l in s imi lar c a m p a i g n s . Signify
ing that t h e batt le is n o w g o i n g na t ion 
w i d e ; N o t t i n g h a m a n d M a n c h e s t e r un i 
versities have contac ted the organisers as 
they w e r e " insp i red " by UCL 's a c t i on . 

As the first w a v e o f o c c u p a t i o n s in 
twenty years hits UCL , the UCL u n i o n 
sabbat ica ls are all in Dal las. The ac t i on is 
not o f f i c i a ted by UCL U n i o n , resu l t ing in 
m u c h ange r f r o m the activists. The o c c u 
pa t ion c o m m i t t e e cons ide r the result a 
victory, but a r c not p r e p a r e d to relax 
their f ight . It is dif f icult to c o n c e i v e of a 
h a r m o n i o u s c o n c l u s i o n un less o n e s ide 

backs d o w n comp le t e l y . In the w o r d s of 
o n e emo t i ona l student, "There is no c o m 
promise b e t w e e n t h e m , w h o want to run 
this un ivers i ty l ike a b u s i n e s s a n d us, 
w h o say f ree e d u c a t i o n is a right" 

The pro Rector o f Imperial , T im Clark, 
c o m m e n t e d , "Ou r po l icy Is to dea l w i th 
all matters re la t ing to ind iv idua l s tudents 
o n their mer i ts . H o w e v e r m u c h w e may 
personal ly regret the charg ing of fees, w e 
are f a c e d w i th t h e reality that th i s is n o w 
the law o f the l and . W e have b e e n enor 
m o u s l y I m p r e s s e d by the r e spons ib l e 
a t t i tude o f IC s tuden t s a n d have d o n e 
wha t w e can to ease the p r o b l e m w h e r e 
the re is g e n u i n e hardsh ip . " 
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In brief... 
Wellcome Update 

Felix is finally ab le to br ing y o u the truth 
o n the r u m o u r e d sale o f the St Mary ' s 
c a m p u s [Felix 1137]. A l t h o u g h the al le
gat ion was initially c o n f i r m e d by a very 
sen ior f igure in t h e M e d i c a l S c h o o l , it 
w o u l d n o w s e e m to b e c o m p l e t e l y 
un t rue . As P ro fessor M a l c o m e G r e e n 
expla ined in Issue 1138, St Mary 's is to bid 
to receive substant ia l b a c k i n g f r o m the 
W e l l c o m e Trust - the prospect o f w h i c h 
has been greeted by all t hose c o n c e r n e d 
as very g o o d news for a c a m p u s w h o s e 
future had a lways b e e n uncer ta in . Fresh 
rumours sugges t that the G laxo a l l ega 
t ions w e r e c i rculated as part o f an o n 
g o i n g powe r s t ruggle a m o n g s t certa in 
h igher e che lons o f ICSM - howeve r , Felix 
is unab le to c o m m e n t o n the val idity o f 
such suggest ions , a n d apo log i ses to Pro
fessor G r e e n for not c o n t a c t i n g h i m 
be fo re r u n n i n g t h e story. 

The Tiger Bites Back 

O n e o f S o u t h Ken ' s bet ter k n o w n l a n d 
marks , the s ign o u t s i d e t h e Paper T iger 
restaurant, w a s r e m o v e d by s t uden t s a 
f e w w e e k s a g o , a n d b r o u g h t back to 

rince's G a r d e n s . The restaurant 's o w n 
ers fa i l ed to s ee t h e f u n n y s i de o f this , 
howeve r , a n d t o o k lega l a c t i o n . 

A l t h o u g h the matter w a s set t led out 
o f cour t , t h e s t u d e n t s Invo lved have 
b e e n o r d e r e d to pay costs o f a r o u n d 
£1600. It is be l i eved that Co l l ege wil l not 
b e t ak ing any further d isc ip l inary a c t i on . 

Capitalism Contested 

O n Thursday 11 M a r c h Imper ia l ' s Envi
r onmen ta l Soc iety he ld an even t in dBs , 
n a id o f the Inter C o n t i n e n t a l Ca ravan 

(ICC), an o r g a n i s a t i o n o f activists f r o m 
diverse g r o u p s a r o u n d t h e w o r l d w h o 
are o r g a n i s i n g a n in te rna t iona l day o f 
act ion a i m e d at the heart o f g loba l e c o n 
o m y ; the f inanc ia l cen t res , b a n k i n g d is 
tricts and mul t ina t iona l co rpora te p o w e r 
bases . The day in q u e s t i o n is June 18, 
a n d UK activit ies are b e i n g o r g a n i s e d by 
R e c l a i m t h e S t reets , so it s h o u l d b e 
en te r t a in ing . 

Drop-out Depression 

N e w HEFCE f igures have revea l ed that 
a round a quarter o f full-time d e g r e e stu
dents in Engl ish ins t i tu t ions d r o p ou t 
be fo re c o m p l e t i o n . The f igures e x c e e d 
prev ious ca l cu la t ions h a v i n g t aken into 
a ccoun t s tudents w h o transfer courses . 
There is great var iat ion b e t w e e n the var

ious inst i tut ions as the f igures are h ighly 
d e p e n d e n t o n factors such as the A-
Level g rades o f the intake a n d w h i c h 
courses they run; med i c i ne , for instance, 
has a particularly h igh rate of comp le t ion . 

The f igures are s o m e w h a t surpr is ing 
a l t hough d o not place England in the top 
t e n tab le , w h i c h is h e a d e d by Italy w i th 
a drop-out rate of over sixty percent . 

Cruelty-Free Lurve 

V e g a n s can n o w satisfy their partners as 
we l l as their c o n s c i e n c e , thanks to the 
d e v e l o p m e n t of a 'cruelty-free c o n d o m 
The V e g a n Soc iety 's I n fo rmat ion O f f i 
cer, Ca the r ine Gra inger , exp l a i ned in a 
press re l ease that " the p r o c e s s i n g o f 
latex in m a n y c o n d o m s involves case in, 
a mi lk p ro t e i n " . V e g a n s avo id all sub
s tances de r i ved f r o m an ima ls , so such a 
m e t h o d is u n a c c e p t a b l e . The n e w c o n 
d o m s are m a d e by C o n d o m i a n d c o m e 
in e ight varieties. They are avai lable f rom 
se l e c t ed s h o p s a n d by mai l o rder (0171 
277 6630). 

Easter Carnival 

The t h e m e for this year 's Easter Carnival , 
for r easons that are far t o o obv ious , is 
the M i l l e n n i u m . The e v e n i n g wil l involve 
a t i m e trip t h r o u g h the last 30 or 40 
years o f mus ic , start ing in dBs wi th Shaft. 
In add i t i on to the 70s d isco and 80s pop, 
there ' l l a l so be live m u s i c f r o m the Sug
a rp l ums . The chill out r o o m and cockta i l 
bar wi l l have a m o r e 80s fee l t han usua l , 
a n d the b o u n c y laserquest wi l l b e back 
in the g y m . The concer t hall wil l b e c o m e 
2001 : A d a n c e odyssey , w i th the U t o p i a 
t e a m s p i n n i n g classic d a n c e tunes . The 
t h e m e for the d e c o r is the space a 
Tickets are £6 or £5 wi th an Entscard and 
are se l l ing fast, so get a l o n g to the U n i o n 
O f f i c e today ! 

Registry Surgery Hours 

f o l l o w i n g a rev iew o f the services w h i c h 
the Registry of fers to s tudents a n d staff| 
in the Schoo l o f M e d i c i n e a r r angemen t s 
are n o w in p lace for Registry p e r s o n n e l 
t o be ava i lab le at spec i f i ed t i m e s at the 
C h a r i n g Cross , Royal B r o m p t o n a n d St 
Mary 's campuses . Staff will be present on 
a w e e k l y basis to assist pos tg radua te 
s tuden ts w i th Registry matters at the fol
l o w i n g t imes : 

C h a r i n g Cross Thursdays 
9.30-10.30am 

NHLI Tuesdays 
2-3 pm 

St Ma ry ' s W e d n e s d a y s 
9.30-10.30am 

Flying Eggs 
By Andrew Ofori 

A 300 s t r o n g c r o w d w i t n e s s e d t h e 
explo i ts o f the av ia t ion en thus ias t s w h o 
t o o k part in t h e C & G e g g race last 
W e d n e s d a y . U n d e r the a d j u d i c a t i o n o f 
A n d y C h i p l i n g , a lec turer in Civi l Eng i 
n e e r i n g a n d G u i n e s s B o o k o f Reco rds 
o f f i c i a l for p a p e r a e r o p l a n e s , t h e 26 
t e a m s l o a d e d their con t rap t ions wi th an 
e g g a n d l a u n c h e d t h e m f r o m t h e 
Q u e e n ' s Tower . The u l t imate ob jec t i ve 
w a s to fly the fur thest , w h i l e k e e p i n g 
the c a rgo intact o n l a n d i n g , f irst p r i ze 
f i t t ingly w e n t to a first year A e r o n a u t i c s 
t e a m , t h e H i g h f l yers ( Imran Yousaf , 
Kevin D'cruz, M a m u d Dyed , Samir Waya-
d i a a n d A n d r a k S ingh) for a d i s t ance of 
28 me t r e s . A t e a m f r o m M e c h Eng 
p i c k e d up the p r i ze for the bes t e n g i 
n e e r e d craft a n d a c o m p u t i n g t e a m 
w a s a w a r d e d t h e w o o d e n s p o o n . 

Spir i ts l i f ted w h e n o n e b a n d o f 
innovators , in search o f n e w c h a l l e n g e s 
for their aircraft, a s c e n d e d to the t o p tier 
o f t h e Q u e e n ' s Tower to carry ou t o n e 
last l a u n c h . They w e r e s o o n reg re t t i ng 
the i r a c t ions as the w o o d e n s t ruc ture 
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Photo: Jonas Plane sailing 
sa i l ed a b o v e t h e l ibrary a n d h e a d e d 
stra ight for the Rector 's t op f loor w i n 
d o w s . A c c o r d i n g to e y e w i t n e s s 
a c c o u n t s it " m i s s e d the g lass by mi l 
l imet res " as it cu r v ed in the w i n d , e v e n 
tua l ly l a n d i n g o u t s i d e t h e b i o c h e m i s t r y 
b u i l d i n g , b r i n g i n g the e v e n i n g to a tran
qu i l c l o se . 

IC Radio goes FM 
By Ed Sexton 

IC R a d i o is h o p e f u l l y g o i n g to b e 
b r o a d c a s t i n g in F M for the first m o n t h 
o f next t e r m . N o t o n l y w i l l t h e m o v e 
i m p r o v e t h e qua l i t y o f the t r a n s m i s 
s i o n , bu t t h e r e c e p t i o n r a n g e s h o u l d 
a l so b e d r a m a t i c a l l y i n c r e a s e d . 

T h e r a d i o s t a t i o n a p p l i e d f o r a 
res t r i c t ed se r v i c e l i c e n s e (RSL) ea r l i e r 
o n th is t e r m , a n d is a w a i t i n g a rep ly 
f r o m t h e Rad io A u t h o r i t y . The l i c e n s e 
r e q u e s t s that IC Rad io b e g i v e n a n F M 
f r e q u e n c y f r o m 26 Apr i l to 24 M a y , 
b r o a d c a s t i n g f r o m t h e A k i n s B u i l d i n g 
o f K ings C o l l e g e in N o t t i n g Hi l l . If t h e 
RSL is g r a n t e d , l i s teners s h o u l d b e ab l e 
to p i c k up t h e s t a t i on at least t h r e e 
m i l e s a w a y , e n c o m p a s s i n g m o s t o f 
Imper i a l ' s hal l o f r e s i d e n c e s . 

T h e n e w l i c e n s e w i l l cos t IC Rad io 
s e v e r a l t h o u s a n d p o u n d s , a n d is 
a p p a r e n t l y b e i n g s p o n s o r e d by a mys 
t e r i o u s b e n e f a c t o r , t h e i d e n t i t y o f 
w h o m has yet t o b e i d e n t i f i e d . As Felix 
w e n t to p ress n o d e c i s i o n h a d b e e n 
m a d e by t h e R a d i o A u t h o r i t y o n 
w h e t h e r or not to g ran t t h e l i c e n s e , 
o n l y tha t " t h e a p p l i c a t i o n is b e i n g 
p r o c e s s e d " . S t a t i on M a n a g e r Jon C o r 
c o r a n , h o w e v e r , w a s e n t h u s i a s t i c 
a b o u t IC R a d i o ' s c h a n c e s , s a y i n g "I 

IC Radio - s o o n to b e In 
n e e d o f a n e w logo? 

have e ve r y c o n f i d e n c e that t h e Rad io 
A u t h o r i t y w i l l g r an t ou r a p p l i c a t i o n " , 
a l t h o u g h h e d i d a d m i t "RSL f r e q u e n 
c ies in L o n d o n h a v e b e e n at a p re 
m i u m r e c e n t l y " . 

A n y o n e i n t e r e s t e d in p r o d u c i n g 
s h o w s or h e l p i n g o u t d u r i n g the first 
m o n t h o f next t e r m , i n c l u d i n g cu r ren t 
r a d i o m e m b e r s , s h o u l d c o n t a c t the 
h e a d o f p r o g r a m m i n g or i n t r o d u c e 
t h e m s e l v e s to IC Rad io , next to South-
s i d e S h o p . 
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Ballroom Bliss 
By Dimalee Herath and Sebastlen Marcelin-Rlce 

Photo: ICU Dance Club The dance club at the National Student Championships 

Imperial are o n c e aga in t h e UK Na t i ona l 
S tudent C h a m p i o n s o n t h e d a n c e f loor 
- yes , that m e a n s that IC d a n c e r s m o v e 
those hips a n d d i g t hose rhy thms better 
than any o ther univers i ty in t h e count ry . 
That is, in DanceSpo r t - Latin A m e r i c a n 
a n d Ba l l r oom D a n c i n g - a n e w O l y m p i c 
sport, w h i c h he ld its S tudent N a t i o n a l 
C h a m p i o n s h i p s , equ i va l en t t o t h e BUSA 
c h a m p i o n s h i p s , o n 7 M a r c h th is year . IC 
b e c a m e c h a m p i o n out o f t h e 22 o t h e r 
univers i t ies, r e a f f i rm ing its t r ad i t i on o f 
p r o d u c i n g the h ighes t qua l i t y d a n c e r s , 
wh i ch has resul ted in over 15 w i n s at the 
Nat iona ls over t h e last 30 years . 

C o n t r a r y to p u b l i c p e r c e p t i o n , 
DanceSpor t is h igh l y d e m a n d i n g a n d 
requ i res a lot o f phys ica l f i tness as w e l l 
as agi l i ty a n d con t ro l . D e s p i t e t h e s i m 
ilarity, it d i f fers f r o m its soc i a l d a n c i n g 
c o u n t e r p a r t , r a the r l i ke r u n n i n g a 
m a r a t h o n is pretty far r e m o v e d f r o m 
g o i n g fo r a S u n d a y a f t e r n o o n s t ro l l . 

O t h e r un ivers i t ies have t aken it so ser i 
ous ly that they have started to award full 
c o l o u r s for the i r w i n n i n g dance r s , e .g . 
O x f o r d Univers i ty , w h i c h has a w a r d e d 
Full B lue Status to severa l o f its dance r s . 

The ICU t e a m Is c o m p o s e d o f six
t e e n c o u p l e s - s ix teen m e n a n d s ix teen 
w o m e n . Eight c o u p l e s d a n c e t h e m o d 
ern d a n c e s - Wa l tz a n d Qu i cks tep , whi ls t 
t h e o t h e r e igh t d a n c e the Latin A m e r i 
c an d a n c e s - j i ve a n d Cha-Cha-Cha. In 
a d d i t i o n the re is a l so a t e a m for b e g i n 
ners w h o just s tar ted out th is a c a d e m i c 
year . 

The re are t w o off ic ia l t e a m t ra in ing 
s e s s i o n s per w e e k , o n W e d n e s d a y 
e v e n i n g s a n d Saturday m o r n i n g s . Each 
c o u p l e has a m i n i m u m o f o n e w e e k l y 
pr ivate l e s son w i th e i ther o f our wor ld-
class c o a c h e s . In a d d i t i o n w e pract ice 
d u r i n g the e v e n i n g in the JCR, to t t ing up 
in t h e r a n g e o f 10-15 hou r s per w e e k o f 
d a n c i n g . 

Flood Fest 

The Great Waffle Sale 
By Emma Watson 

In the ear ly h o u r s o f Fr iday 12 M a r c h , 
as the sun w a s r is ing, so w a s t h e t e m p t 
i ng s m e l l o f w a f f l e s . Al l set a n d r eady 
to g o w i t h t h e w a f f l e m a k e r a n d 
approx ima te l y 12 litres (20 ki los) o f waf 
fle mix, the day got o f f to a bri l l iant start 
as s t uden t s a n d o t h e r l o c a l s ' d e c i d e d 
to breakfas t in sty le . A n d w h a t be t t e r 
w a y to d o so t h a n w i t h ho t w a f f l e s 
d r i p p i n g w i t h ca lo r i f i c t o p p i n g s u n d e r 
London ' s a m a z i n g l y b lue skies. I ndeed , 
t h e s u n w a s o u t a n d e v e r y t h i n g 
s e e m e d se t fo r a p r o s p e r o u s d a y 
a h e a d . O r so I t h o u g h t . L u n c h t l m e 
b rough t a rush o f s tarv ing s t uden t s a n d 
round-eyed c h i l d r e n . S o u n d s g rea t fo r 
sa les but u n f o r t u n a t e l y it d e c i d e d to 
ra in. T e n s i o n w a s g r o w i n g . S t o m a c h s 
w e r e r u m b l i n g . But t rue to all h a p p y 

e n d i n g s tor ies , t h e ra in d i s a p p e a r e d as 
s u d d e n l y as it h a d s ta r t ed , a n d t h e day 
t u r n e d o u t to b e t h e s u n n i e s t a n d 
w a r m e s t L o n d o n h a d s e e n in 1999. 
A n d best o f a l l , t h e waf f l e-maker lasted 
t h e day w i t h o u t e x p l o d i n g w i th over 
w o r k ! 

T h e p r o f i t s f r o m t h e day w e r e 
a m a z i n g - t o g e t h e r w i t h the prof i ts o f 
a three-day s p o n s o r e d s i l e n c e I d i d the 
w e e k be fo re , a tota l o f £510 w a s ra ised. 
But I m u s t not take all t h e credi t o n this 
o n e as £60 w a s raised o n Red N o s e Day 
by R i cha rd , w h o had his b e a r d d y e d 
r e d , Lucy, w h o d id t h e d y e i n g , NiroJ 
w h o t u r n e d u p d r e s s e d in red f r o m 
h e a d to t oe a n d Ajay, w h o co l l ec ted the 
m o n e y . 

To e n d th is st icky saga , I w o u l d l ike 
to t h a n k all o f y o u w h o p i g g e d ou t for 
C o m i c Re l i e f a n d o f c o u r s e to t h o s e o f 
y o u w h o d o n a t e d m o n e y . 

By Sunil Rao 

Students a n d staff in the Hux ley Bu i ld ing 
a n d t h e B lacke t t L a b o r a t o r y w e r e 
s h o c k e d to f i n d , jus t a f te r 3 p m o n 
W e d n e s d a y 10 M a r c h , wa te r f l o o d i n g 
f r o m a burst wa te r p ipe . Estates w e r e , 
h o w e v e r , o n t o the p r o b l e m w i t h i n m i n 
utes o f b e i n g a le r ted at 3 :06pm by a 
secur i ty gua rd f r o m the 11th f loor o f t h e 
Blackett Laboratory , a n d t h e f l o o d w a s 
s t o p p e d w i th in twen t y m i n u t e s . H o w 
ever, wa te r had p o u r e d in to a sta irwel l 
a n d lift shaft , p u t t i n g t h e lifts out o f 
ac t i on for over twenty-four hou rs . 

A c c o r d i n g to Dave M o r e y , Sen io r 
Superv i sor (Mechan i c a l ) in Estates, t h e 
f l o o d i n g w a s c a u s e d by a f reak pressure 
jo int burst. D e s c r i b i n g the p l u m b i n g as 
b e i n g "very o l d " , h e sa id the p r o b l e m 
w a s f ixed in a "very short w h i l e " . C l e a n 
i ng up the m e s s a f t e rwards t o o k s ign i f 
icantly longer , nearly three or four hours, 
as "al l the r o o m s w e r e we t " . M r M o r e y 

w a s very app rec i a t i v e o f t h o s e b a s e d in 
t h e a f f e c t e d a reas , s a y i n g they w e r e 
"very g o o d " in h e l p i n g t h e m in the clear-
ing-up p rocess . 

T h e d i rect e f f ec t s o f t h e f l o o d i n g 
w e r e fe l t at least t h r e e f l oo rs d o w n , 
w i th m e m b e r s o f staff in t h e Depar t 
m e n t o f C o m p u t i n g o n level 3 o f the 
Hux l ey B u i l d i n g b e i n g adv i s ed not to 
l e ave the i r c o m p u t e r s t u r n e d o n 
ove rn igh t . E ve ryone a f f e c t ed w a s g e n 
era l l y a p p r e c i a t i v e o f t h e s ta f f f r o m 
Estates w h o m o v e d in qu ick ly to sort the 
p r o b l e m out , p r a i s i ng the i r t ime l i ness 
a n d e f f i c i ency . 

P e m b r i d g e G a r d e n s s u f f e r e d a s im 
ilar fate as Hux l ey o n Sunday 14 M a r c h . 
Hall w a r d e n s w e r e first a lerted to a prob
l e m by a f ire a l a rm at m i d d a y . After an 
e v a c u a t i o n , t h e c a u s e w a s later t raced 
to o n e o f t h e c o m m o n areas . 

Apart f r o m s igni f icant flooding burst 
p i pe s had c a u s e d part o f the roof to 
cave in . Reparat i ve a c t i on w a s c o m 
m e n c e d last w e e k . 

— I 
mmmlllm^^m 
i l l i s 

Photo: Jonas MISSING: O n e Celling, slightly soggy 

London Marathon 
By the Newsteam 

IC P h D Student U t o m i O d o z i is r u n n i n g 
the F lora L o n d o n M a r a t h o n o n 18 Apri l 
1999 to raise essent ia l f unds for O x f a m ' s 
w o r k w i th p o o r p e o p l e , m a n y of w h o m 
have had their h o m e s des t royed by war. 

O n the day U t o m i wi l l j o in a t e a m o f 
75 O x f a m runners all d ed i c a t ed to d o i n g 
the i r p e r s o n a l best for s o m e o f t h e 
wor ld ' s poores t p e o p l e . Ra is ing m o n e y 
for O x f a m ' s w o r k wil l he lp the p o o r -
espec ia l l y t hose r e cove r i ng f r o m devas 
tat ing conflicts - to rebui ld their shattered 
l ives. 

U t o m i ' s g rue l l i ng t ra in ing s c h e d u l e 
is g o i n g we l l a n d h e is c o n f i d e n t he wi l l 
f in ish the 26 mi le cou r se . L o o k i n g for 
w a r d to the b i g day, h e c o m m e n t e d "I'd 
like to raise £1000, so wha t e ve r p e o p l e 
can g ive wi l l be m u c h a p p r e c i a t e d " and 

h o p e s IC s tuden t s a n d staff wi l l s h o w 
their suppo r t by s p o n s o r i n g h i m . 

To sponso r U t o m i , p lease e-mail h im 
o n u.odozl@lc.ac.uk. To f i nd out more 
a b o u t O x f a m ' s "Cut Conf l i c t C a m p a i g n " , 
call t he M a r a t h o n T e a m o n 0171 931 
9330 

mailto:u.odozl@lc.ac.uk


lUWRlVL COLLET SPORTS C M E 

EXTENDED HOURS FOR THE LATE SWIMMERS 
MONDAY- FRIDAYS UNTIL 9.00pm 

SWIMMING POOL GYM 

MONDAY 7.00am - 9.00pm MONDAY 7.00am - 10.00pm 

TUESDAY 7.00am - 9.00pm TUESDAY 7.00am - 10.00pm 

WEDNESDAY 7.00am - 9.00pm WEDNESDAY 7.00am - 10.00pm 

THURSDAY 7.00am - 9.00pm THURSDAY 7.00am - 10.00pm 

FRIDAY 7.00am - 9.00pm FRIDAY 7.00am - 10.00pm 

SATURDAY 8.00am - 6.00pm SATURDAY 8.00am - 6.00pm 

SUNDAY 8.00pm - 6.00pm SUNDAY 8.00am - 6.00pm 

SOUASH SAUNA & STEAM 
MONDAY - FRIDAY 
7.00am - 10.00pm 

MONDAY - FRIDAY 
7.00am - 10.00pm 

SATURDAY - SUNDAY 
8.00 - 6.00pm 

SATURDAY - SUNDAY 
8.00 - 6.00pm 

N.B. TUESDAY - WOMEN ONLY 
THURSDAY - MEN ONLY 

EASTER WEEKEND 
THURSDAY 1 APRIL 10.00am - 6.00pm 

FRIDAY 2 APRIL 10.00am - 6.00pm 
SATURDAY 3 APRIL 10.00am - 6.00pm 

SUNDAY 4 APRIL CLOSED 
MONDAY 5 APRIL CLOSED 

TUESDAY 6 APRIL 10.00am - 6.00pm 

• i ft -

- 09 

WEDNESDAY 7 APRIL OPEN AS NORMAL 
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We've Lost Some Letters... 
Dear Readers 

Several (hand written) letters, due for 
publication In this Issue, were mislaid In 
the course of perparlng Felix this week. 
Please would anyone who submitted a 
letter which does not appear below 
accept my apologies - If you want It pub
lished In the first Issue of next term, I 
would be happy to accept It any time 
before noon on Wednesday 21 April. 

There was one letter from 'marc' 
which raised a few points, outl ined 
(hopefully correctly) below,-

Dear Ed, 

I submitted an article for publication 
in last week's issue concerning an Envi
ronmental Society event in aid of the 
Inter Continental Caravan (ICC), a group 
which is organising a day of action 
against the financial and business centres 
of the world. I was annoyed to see that 
you didn't publish it, but yet there was a 
review of the FJust-A-Gut comedy night in 
the news section. 

Voodoo 2 Graphics 
cards for sale 

Enhance your computer's games and 
graphics capacity. Made by Dragon, 
brand new and boxed, 12MB RAM, 
Integral heatsinks, installation CD. 

only £99 
Contact dc197@lc.ac.uk 

or 0171 244 8060 

Programming Tuition 
Having trouble with your computing 

course? For private tuition by first class 
IC computing graduate, call James on 

on 0181 378 5442 or email 
JRR1@doc.lc.ac.uk 

I Want This Man ! 
Hey Daershan, I saw your photo on the 
web and I think you're the sexiest thing 
I've ever laid my eyes on. Oh how I wish 
I was that person on the wall. With so 
many assets and considering the fact 
you're in desperate need of a partner -
allow me to be the one you carry into the 
sunset on your rippling shoulders I 

U'r secret (and just like u desperate) 
admirer 

Call me 0171 770 5519 

"There was a photo attached to this letter, 
which I'm not printing without the per
son concerned's permission. -Ed 

Arts Review Complaint 
lain 

Lucent-Colin Cherry 
Memorial Lecture 

Steven Pinker will be speaking about 
his book, 'Words and Rules: the ingre

dients of language' 

Great Hall today at 5.30pm 

For more information see 
www.ee.ic.ac.uk/cherry 

Bicycle Hospital 
Low cost bicycle repairs, spares and 

sales on campus. 

Call James on 0181 378 5442 or email 
JRR1@doc.lc.ac.uk 

PS I am in no way saying that Tom 
Bradby is a great author 

Stand Up for Yourself! 
Dear Editor, 

In reply to the letter sent for this issue 
[Felix 1140] by D. Ray, I would like to 
express my feelings on this subject. If a 
candidate standing for hustings does 
not have the temerity to stand up to a 
few simple questions, then should they 
be standing at all? Like some story from 
the days of ancient Rome this candidate 
appears to have Mr. Ray as a shadowy fig
ure slyly representing them from behind 
the scenes (with the candidate's express 
knowledge and presumably full bless
ing). Perhaps the candidates could speak 
for themselves in the future as would be 
required If they were to take up a post 
within the student union. Or perhaps 
the Mandy of IC, Mr. Ray (also a friend 
of mine), could stand for the post him
self? 

Anon. 

Glaxo-Wellcome Query 
Dear Editor, 

I read with some interest your riveting 
report some weeks ago that ICSM was 
selling a number of floors of the St Marys 
site to Glaxo Wellcome. It was indeed 
a fascinating story. I also read with the 
same interest Professor Green's rebuttal 
the following week, and your equally 

A Month's Rent - Free! 
Win a month's free rent (frist prize) or 
smaller cash prizes just by filling in the 

UL accommodation survey. 

Pick up the questionnaire from the 
Union office or contact the iCU 

accommodation officer, Tasha Newton 
welfare@lc.ac.uk. 

You can even 
answer the survey online: 

www.lon.ac.uk/accom 

Arcade Machine For Sale 
JAMMA compatible. 

Many game boards available, 

email Mike mdd2@doc.lc.ac.uk 

stout rejoinder that Felix's sources were 
reliable, and that the following week we 
should all be learn the real state of affairs. 

I am sure that I am not your only 
reader to be so disappointed that, since 
then, nothing has appeared in Felix 
about this remarkable scoop. Does this 
mean that our Medical School has not 
made £20 million out of Glaxo Wellcome? 
It's all extremely disappointing, i do hope 
you can enlighten me. 

Yours sincerely 

Nick Wright 
Deputy Principal 
ICSM 

Sorry nothing appeared last week. I refer 
you to the news section of this week's 
Issue. - Ed 

I Luv My Jugs 
Have any of you seen my jug ? It was last 
seen on Friday 5th March at precisely 
11:06 pm in the Union with the gentle
man above [photo Included, which I'm 
not printing without more Information -
Ed] If you have any info on the bloke in 
the snapshot or any information on the 
whereabouts of the jug, please contact 
me on 0345 48 49 50. Please help me 
find it and lets bring rogues like him, to 
book. By the way I do love my jugs. 

hasy 

The Jug In question looks like one of the 
plastic ones used on Cocktail nights In 
DaVIncl's. Can anyone tell me what this 
is all about? - Ed 

Deadline for letters for 
issue 1142 is 12noon 
Wednesday 21 April. 

Please include the words 

'Letter for Publication' In 

the header of letters from 

now on. Cheers. 

Letters may be edited for 

length, but will not be altered in 

any other way. Letters need not 

be signed, but a swipe card 

must be shown when submit

ting anonymous letters. 

marc 

I had no problems with printing the arti
cle, we simply ran out of space. As for 
why the comedy review was printed 
Instead, 250 people attend the comedy 
nights, which Is probably more than 
attend EnvSoc meetings (although I 
admit I don't have any figures). ICU Is 
one of the best student unions In the 
Comedy Network, and 1 feel this should 
be brought to readers' attention. How
ever, I hope the mention given to the 
EnvSoc/ICC meeting In this Issue makes 
up for our former omission. - Ed 

Having read your review of Shadow 
Dancer and being acquainted with the 
book itself I would like to bring to your 
attention two main points: People in 
West Belfast are called Paddy, Gerry etc. 
What else do you expect them to be 
called? The plot may be slightly thin and 
contrived but surely the fact that this has 
happened in real life on a number of 
occasions (most notably the middle of 
the 70s) is a testament to British Justice 
rather than an author lacking in Ideas! 

Padraig McCloskey 
Chem Eng II 

mailto:dc197@lc.ac.uk
mailto:JRR1@doc.lc.ac.uk
http://www.ee.ic.ac.uk/cherry
mailto:JRR1@doc.lc.ac.uk
mailto:welfare@lc.ac.uk
http://www.lon.ac.uk/accom
mailto:mdd2@doc.lc.ac.uk
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Put Students Before Politics 

Var ious recen t e ven t s , t o o pe t ty a n d 
ted ious to g o into he re , h a ve f o r c e d m e 
to have m o r e i n v o l v e m e n t w i t h ICU 
than I w o u l d l ike, or i n d e e d t h i n k is 
hea l thy for the ed i t o r o f a n i n d e p e n 
d e n t n e w s p a p e r . O n e thine; that h a s 
st ruck m e is h o w little ' U n i o n h a c k s ' 
k n o w a b o u t t h e c o m m o n p e r c e p t i o n o f 
ICU w i t h i n t h e s t u d e n t p o p u l a c e . 

Let m e exp la in . ICU is, o f c o u r s e , a n 
o r g a n i s a t i o n w h o s e r a i son d ' e t re is t o 
p rov ide se rv i ces a n d o p p o r t u n i t i e s for 
t h e s t u d e n t s o f Imper i a l C o l l e g e . In 
other wo rds , it is the re to m a k e you r l ife 
eas ier , a n d y o u r t i m e at un i ve rs i t y g e n 
eral ly m o r e e n j o y a b l e . For m o s t s t u 
d e n t s th i s m a n i f e s t s i t se l f t h r o u g h 
c h e a p bee r , f o o d , s ta t ionary , n e w s p a 
pers a n d so o n . For m a n y o t h e r s t h e 
c lubs a n d soc i e t i e s p r o v i d e o p p o r t u n i 
t ies that w o u l d o t h e r w i s e b e v e r y d i f f i 
cult t o take a d v a n t a g e of . In t h e S p r i n g 
Te rm, howeve r , f r ic t ion is at its greatest . 
Why? B e c a u s e it is t h e b u d g e t s e a s o n , 
a n d t h e r e a r e a l w a y s w i n n e r s a n d 
losers . 

T w o p a r t i c u l a r a s p e c t s o f t h i s 
a n n u a l d e b a t e str ike m e as e x t r a o r d i 
nary , f i r s t l y , t h e r e s e e m s to b e a n 
a s s u m p t i o n in t h e U n i o n that t h e s t u 
den t s w h o run t h e c l ubs u n d e r s t a n d 
U n i o n f i n a n c e s a n d have fa i th that t h e 
s y s t em wi l l g i ve t h e m a fair d e a l . Rub 
b i s h . C l u b t r e a s u r e r s a n d o t h e r s 
i n vo l ved are to ld by the i r p r e d e c e s s o r s 
that the i r j o b is to ge t as m u c h m o n e y 
ou t o f t h e U n i o n as p o s s i b l e , b e c a u s e 

t h e U n i o n w i l l try t o d o exac t l y t h e 
s a m e to t h e m . The bas i c p h i l o s o p h y is 
' s c r e w t h e m , or e l se they ' l l s c r e w y o u ' . 
W e all k n o w th is , yet w h e n it c o m e s to 
t h e nu ts a n d bo l t s o f c o m m i t t e e m e e t 
i ngs f e w hacks s e e m to a d m i t it, a n d 
ce r ta in l y not pub l i c l y . 

The s e c o n d po i n t f o l l o w s f r o m t h e 
f i rs t . A n ' u s a g a i n s t t h e m ' a t t i t u d e 
b e t w e e n s t u d e n t s a n d ICU is s imi la r to 
t h e a t t i t ude b e t w e e n s t u d e n t s a n d c o l 
l e g e . C o n s e q u e n t l y it is hard ly surpr i s 
i n g that m a n y s t u d e n t s h a v e d i f f i cu l ty 
d i s t i n g u i s h i n g b e t w e e n U n i o n a n d c o l 
l e g e run fac i l i t ies . For e x a m p l e , a four th 
y e a r D e p a r t m e n t a l R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
r e cen t l y i n f o r m e d m e that he or s h e 
c o u l d n ' t s e e a n y d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n 
U n i o n m o n e y a n d c o l l e g e m o n e y . 

The p r o b l e m isn' t h e l p e d by t h e 
soc i a l g r o u p i n g o f U n i o n hacks . I k n o w 
th is is a g e n e r a l i s a t i o n , a n d I a p o l o g i s e 
in a d v a n c e to a n y o n e m i s r e p r e s e n t e d , 
bu t in m y o p i n i o n U n i o n p o l i t i c i a n s 
t e n d to h a n g a r o u n d the i r o w n k i n d . 
Even If it isn ' t t rue , i t h i n k th is v i e w is 
fair ly c o m m o n a m o n g IC s tuden t s , a n d 
In th is g a m e it's o p i n i o n s that c o u n t . 

So w h a t ' s t h e c o n c l u s i o n ? We l l , just 
fo r o n c e , I haven ' t real ly go t o n e . Just 
to b e c o n t r o v e r s i a l , I w o u l d say that 
p e r h a p s ICU s h o u l d s p e n d m o r e t i m e 
c o m m u n i c a t i n g its p r i n c i p l e s , r a the r 
t h a n l o s i n g s igh t o f t h e m in a m a z e o f 
ru les a n d r e g u l a t i o n s that n o o n e ou t 
s i d e a se l e c t g r o u p o f h a c k s u n d e r 
s t ands , or i n d e e d ca res a b o u t . It's t h e 
s tuden t s that matter , a n d it's the i r o p i n 
i ons that c o u n t . 

Turn on. Tune In and Help Out 

If you have read this week ' s news, you will 
have no t i ced that IC Radio is to have an 
F M l i cense for the first m o n t h of next 
term. Congratulat ions to all those Involved 
in o rgan i s ing it, i nc lud ing the myster ious 
sponsor , and I h o p e that it proves suc
cessful. It will only be successful , however , 
if you listen to it. So retune your radio after 
Easter and give it a try - you may f ind it dif
ferent f r om the 9 9 9 A M stat ion y o u cou ld 
n't qui te pick up in your hall r o o m du r i ng 
your first year. Finally, if a n y o n e used to 
be involved in the radio but has s ince 
g iven it up, p lease cons ider g o i n g back -
they cou ld d o wi th your he lp . This is our 
c h a n c e to s h o w that s tuden t rad io at 
Imperial can work - let's use it. 

To Bomb or Not to Bomb? 

O n c e aga in the in te rnat iona l c o m m u 
nity's bluff has b e e n ca l led , and o n c e 
aga in they are s tand ing a round w i thout a 
c lue as to wha t to do , like the e m o t i o n 
ally unstab le half o f the faure l and Hardy 
duo . N o o n e really wants to b o m b Serbia, 
or anywhe re else for the matter - it costs 
money , lots of money , and as s o o n as one 
Western life is lost publ ic o p i n i o n turns 
against y o u . 

D i p l o m a c y is not an a r e a I k n o w 
m u c h about , but it s e e m s to m e there 
are t w o basic ways to get p e o p l e to c o m 
p r o m i s e . O n e m e t h o d is to get t h e m to 
ta lk a b o u t a n y t h i n g a n d e v e r y t h i n g 
e x c e p t that w h i c h t h e y d i s a g r e e o n . 

W h e n p e o p l e a c k n o w l e d g e their s im i 
larities, it is genera l l y eas ier to o v e r c o m e 
their d i f f e rences . The other m e t h o d is to 
put t h e m in a r o o m a n d lock the door , 
a n d wa i t unti l t hey get t i red o f a r g u i n g 
a n d re lease that c o m p r o m i s e is the only 
key to a s o l u t i o n . 

So w h a t d o w e do? W e d r a w up 
plans ne i ther party is h a p p y w i th , and 
t h e n g ive t h e m d e a d l i n e s by w h i c h they 
have to agree , or else... Peop le don ' t like 
b e i n g bu l l i ed , a n d in m y expe r i ence it 
on ly inc reases the i r resolve . If you resort 
to threats, you are basically say ing 'we do 
not have a s o l u t i o n ' . Wo r se still, w h e n 
those threats are e m p t y o n e s no o n e wil l 
t ake y o u ser ious ly , a n d the i n f l uence o f 
' rea l ' d i p l o m a t s is severe ly w e a k e n e d . 

Right, That's It. Go Home. 

A n o t h e r t e rm has f l own by, and I still 
haven ' t l ea rned C++. What h a p p e n e d to 
the Carl Cox interv iew w e w e r e mean t to 
b e printing? W h y doesn ' t H o w a r d Marks 
r e s p o n d to emai ls? A n d w h e r e is Felix 
g o i n g to be next year? I can only h o p e 
these matters are resolved in my n ine 
r e m a i n i n g issues. 

M e a n w h i l e I'm of f h o m e for my reg
ular detox, f e e d i n g and e x t e n d e d s leep
ing sess ion. 1 he off ice will c lose for Easter 
s o m e t i m e this Friday, a n d wil l r eopen on 
M o n d a y 19 Apr i l . The security l odge will 
look after letters a n d other del iveries over 
the hol idays. Have a g o o d Easter, don ' t 
revise t oo hard, a n d p lease write for fel ix 
next t e rm. See y o u all t h en . - Ed 

ICU H a n d b o o k 99/00 

Contributions are needed for the ICU 
Student Handbook for the next academic 
[year. The provisional deadlines are as follows; 

Friday 14 May Clubs' and Societies' articles, including 
photographs, and CCU articles. This 
includes all ICU, CCU and Depart
mental societies. Contact Ed Sexton or 
David Roberts for more information, or 
ask in the Clubs and Societies 
Resources Centre. 

Friday 18 June Advertisement bookings 

Friday 2 July Advertisement copies and all other ICU 
and college articles (welfare, ser 
vices,etc.) 

would like to wish all of Its readers a very 

Contributions for next term 
As the e x a m season approaches , many o f Felix's regular c o n 

tributors f ind themse lves unab le to s p e n d m u c h t ime o n the 

newspaper . If you do have any Tree t ime next term, p lease 

cons ider wr i t ing lor Felix. The dead l ine for articles for the first 

issue of next term is Tuesday 20 April. 
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N o w I m a y no t k n o w e v e r y t h i n g 
a b o u t s p o r t , B r i an , bu t I c a n 
s p o t a b l i n d i n g p e r f o r m a n c e 

w h e n I s e e o n e . T h e list o f t i t les a n d 
t roph ies appea r s to b e end l e s s , a n d our 
f e n c e r s , r u g b y p l a y e r s , f o o t b a l l e r s , 
h o c k e y p l a y e r s a n d o t h e r s d e s e r v e 
h u g e c o n g r a t u l a t i o n fo r the i r e f fo r t s . In 
a d d i t i o n , t h e y d e s e r v e a c o u p l e o f 
w e e k s r e c u p e r a t i o n , w h i c h is exac t l y 
w h a t they ' l l ge t , a f te r t h e c o l o s s a l v o l 
u m e s o f b o o z e s h i f t e d in S o u t h s i d e 
last W e d n e s d a y . G o o d w o r k f e l l a s . 
H o w e v e r , o u r p e r f o r m a n c e in s p o r t s 
fac i l i t i es p r o c u r e m e n t has no t b e e n as 
succes s fu l . M y o l d spa r r i ng par tner , Ian 
C a l d w e l l , has l o n g u s e d t h e l i ne a b o u t 
s tuden t b e h a v i o u r a d v e r s e l y a f f e c t i n g 
re la t ions w i t h t h e p l a n n i n g a u t h o r i t i e s , 
a n d m o s t o f t h e t i m e I h a v e t h o u g h t 
th i s to b e a w e a k e x c u s e d e s i g n e d t o 
c o v e r up t h e e f f e c t o f t h e d e s e c r a t i o n 
b r o u g h t a b o u t in t h e s ixt ies a n d s u b 
s e q u e n t f a i l u r e s by Estates a n d C o l 
l ege . N o w I f i nd c o n s i d e r a b l e s y m p a t h y 
fo r h is p o i n t o f v i e w ( n e v e r t h o u g h t I'd 
say that , d i d you ? ) . If s o m e pra t 
d r o p p e d a jar o f Sun Pat f r o m a g rea t 
he i gh t o n t o m y Ferrar i , I w o u l d m o v e 
H e a v e n a n d Earth to s c u p p e r Imper ia l ' s 
p l a n s , as w e l l a s s u e t h e p a n t s o f f 
t h e m . N o w , o f c o u r s e , I d o n ' t o w n a n 
a n t i q u e Ferrari- it 's a Bent ley- bu t s u c h 
b e h a v i o u r g o e s a bit b e y o n d a c c e p t 
a b l e , nay m a n d a t o r y , s t u d e n t b e h a v 
i ou r , s u c h as t h e r e m o v a l o f s t r e e t 
f u r n i t u r e a n d t h e d e p o s i t i o n o f 
' p r o c e s s e d ' C a r l s b e r g o n t h e wa l l s o f 
the V & A. The C o l l e g e s h o u l d e x t r a p 
o l a te t h e leve l o f p u n i s h m e n t g i v e n 
for s o m e fair ly tr ivial o f f e n c e s in ha l l s , 
w h i c h w o u l d m e a n e x p u l s i o n . Str ict ly 
s p e a k i n g it w o u l d m e a n r i tua l e x e c u 
t i on , but In t h e s e w i s h y - w a s h y l ibera l 
t imes , y o u take w h a t y o u c a n ge t . 

The m i n i s t r a t i o n s o f t h e E u r o p e a n 
C o m m i s s i o n , s a v e fo r t h e o d d 
c u c u m b e r d e c r e e , d o no t t e n d t o 

set t h e w o r l d a l i gh t . O f c o u r s e , that al l 
c h a n g e d last w e e k . A m a s s r e s i g n a 
t i o n , t h e n u c l e a r o p t i o n , w a s m o o t e d 
s o m e t i m e a g o , bu t w a s d i s m i s s e d as 
h igh l y un l i ke l y . T h a n k f u l l y , s o d a m n 
ing w a s t h e repor t i n to t h e b e h a v i o u r 
o f Edi th C r e s s o n , J a c q u e s San te r a n d 
o the r s that th i s c o u r s e o f a c t i o n w a s 
u n a v o i d a b l e . Th is b e i n g t h e ELJ, n o n e 
o f t h o s e n a m e d as w o e f u l l y i n a d e 
qua t e a n d i n c o m p e t e n t a c c e p t e d t h e 
report ' s f i n d i n g s w i th g o o d g r a ce . Cres 
s o n e v e n s u g g e s t e d tha t t h e r e p o r t 
had b e e n a l te red a f t e rwa rds in o rde r to 
rubb i sh her , t h o u g h for that to b e t rue , 
it w o u l d h a v e r e q u i r e d a nea r- to ta l 
rewrite. Her b e h a v i o u r has a lways b e e n 
e c cen t r i c at t h e ve r y leas t ; s h e o n c e 
f a m o u s l y s u g g e s t e d that 2 5 % o f Br i t ish 
m e n w e r e g a y as a m e a n s o f p r o 
c l a i m i n g t h e super io r i t y o f f r e n c h m e n . 

Simon 

Voice of Reason 

P r o v i d e d that t h e F r e n c h g o v e r n m e n t 
c e a s e t o s u p p o r t th i s d r e a d f u l c r e a 
tu re , w e s h o u l d have s e e n t h e b a c k o f 
her . O t h e r s , s u c h as ou r o w n c o m m i s 
s i o n e r s , N e i l K i n n o c k a n d Sir L e o n Brit-
t a n , w e r e c l e a r e d o f c o r r u p t i o n a n d 
n e p o t i s m , 
b u t w h a t o f 
c o m p e -
t e n c e ? T h e s e 
t w e n t y h a v e 
p r e s i d e d 
o v e r a d m i n 
i s t r a t i o n s s o 
b l o a t e d a n d 
i n e f f i c i e n t as 
t o m a k e 
S h e r f i e l d 
a p p e a r l e a n . 
The i r task is 
to i m p l e 
m e n t t h e 
C o u n c i l o f 
M i n i s t e r s ' 
d e c i s i o n s , 
bu t t h i s is 
i n v a r i a b l y 
d o n e b a d l y 
a n d at g rea t 
cos t by h u g e 
b u r e a u c r a 
c i e s tha t 
h a v e a c c u -
m u I a t e d 
ove r t h e years ( h a n g o n , th is is Sher 
f i e ld ) . A n d as w e n o w k n o w , it is d o n e 
cor rupt ly . Unsu rp r i s i ng l y , a n y o n e c o u l d 
have p r e d i c t e d th is yea rs a g o . C o m 
m i s s i o n e r s a re not a p p o i n t e d o n t h e 
b a s i s o f ab i l i t y , d e a r m e n o . Equa l 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s l e g i s l a t i o n is not a p p l i c 
ab l e he re , b e c a u s e na t iona l i t y d e c i d e s , 
in t h e first i n s t a n c e , w h o ge t s w h i c h 
pos t , a state o f af fa i rs that w o u l d l eave 
a n y o t h e r e m p l o y e r b r a n d e d a racist. 
O n e w e ' v e d e c i d e d that , for e x a m p l e , 
t h e Irish c an have Soc ia l A f fa i r s , it 's 
t h e n s i m p l y a c a se o f s t i c k i n g a g o v 
e r n m e n t p l a c e m a n in to t h e p o s i t i o n . 
N o r e c r u i t m e n t , s e l e c t i o n , d e m o c r a t i c 
e n d o r s e m e n t . C o n s e q u e n t l y , p e o p l e 
o f d u b i o u s abi l i ty , a n d in t h e ca se o f 
P a d r a i g F lynn d u b i o u s s t anda rds , a re 
m o v e d t o B r u s s e l s s o tha t t h e y a r e 
sa fe l y o u t o f h a r m ' s way . E u r o s c e p t i c 
r u b b i s h I hea r y o u cry. O h yeah? Four 
w o r d s : Ne i l K i n n o c k , L e o n Br i t tan. Je 
p o s e m a va l i se . C o m m i s s i o n e r s s h o u l d 
b e s e l e c t e d in t h e s a m e m a n n e r as 
a n y s e n i o r e m p l o y e e , e n s u r i n g that 
t h e bes t p e o p l e d o t h e j o b . S e l e c t i o n 
o n na t i ona l i t y c r ea t e s a v i c i o u s c i rc le : 
c o u n t r i e s w i l l c h o o s e p e o p l e w h o can 
c o u n t e r b a l a n c e t h e i n f l u e n c e o f t h o s e 
f r o m e l s e w h e r e w h o m t h e y d o no t 
trust , ra ther t h a n t h o s e i n t e r e s t e d in 
se r v i ng t h e in terests o f the EU m e m b e r 
s ta tes as a w h o l e . This w i l l p r o b a b l y 
m e a n that s o m e c o u n t r i e s wi l l c e a s e t o 
be r e p r e s e n t e d , but w i t h e n l a r g e m e n t 
o n t h e ca rds , th is is b o u n d to h a p p e n 
a n y w a y . C o m e to t h i n k o f it, t h e y m a y 

all e n d up b e i n g Brit ish (only j o k i n g , no 
n e e d to wr i t e in). 

c 
Baker 

l a y p o n d s a s i d e , it 's a bit qu i e t 
a l o n g t h e c o r r i d o r s o f p o w e r at 
the m o m e n t . O n l y t w o t h i n g s 

s e e m t o b e 
g o i n g o n , if 
y o u o m i t t h e 
C a s e o f T h e 
M i s s i n g B M S 
S i g n ( o f f t o 
have t h e d i a 
m o n d 
e n c r u s t i n g 
a n d g i l d i n g , I 
i m a g i n e ) , 
f i rs t l y , if y o u 

j d o n ' t r e l i 
g i o u s l y f o l l o w 
IC D i s t o r t e r 
(a lso k n o w as 
t h e E n v i r o n -

,•. m e n t a l Soc i-
I e t y 
1 n e w s l e t t e r , 
1 o n t h e bas i s 
I o f r e cen t edi-
I t i o n s ) , t h e 
I C o l l e g e is 

l o o k i n g for a 
n e w R e c t o r . 
D e p e n d i n g 
o n w h o m y o u 

b e l i e v e , Sir Ron is re t i r i ng in A u g u s t 
1999 or 2000. W e ' v e all c o m e to expec t 

a bit o f l a t i tude o n Su i te Five fo recas t s , 
but th i s l o o k s a bit f i shy . N i g h t o f the 
l o n g kn ives? Su re l y not . A n y w a y , y o u 
can s u b m i t c a n d i d a t e s u g g e s t i o n s to 
t h e C o l l e g e Secre tary , but s i n c e h e ' s a 
busy m a n , p l e a s e k e e p t h e m v a g u e l y 
sens ib l e- n o Bil ly C o n n o l l y , t h e n . A n d 
for t h e f ina l t i m e , I a m not ava i l ab le for 
a 1999 start as m y P h D wi l l not have f in 
i s h e d , f l a t t e ry w i l l get y o u n o w h e r e . 

Th e o t h e r ho t p o t a t o is W y e C o l 
l e g e . I h a v e a p r o u d r e c o r d o f 
w a r m l y e m b r a c i n g inst i tut ions that 

j o i n t h e Imper i a l f am i l y , as any m e d i c 
w i l l c o n f i r m . Th i s is a m e r g e r rather 
t han a hos t i l e t a k e o v e r , so b o t h part ies 
are d o i n g the i r bit. W e wi l l s t i ck f ive or 
six n e w leve ls o f m a n a g e m e n t in to the 
W y e m a c h i n e so that it is a d m i n i s t e r e d 
as success fu l l y as Imper ia l , a n d for their 
part, W y e a re g o i n g to p r o d u c e a snap 
p ie r p raye r t o the A l m i g h t y . Let m e 
e x p l a i n . It tu rns o u t that t h e y have a 
Lat in G r a c e d a t i n g f r o m the 15th c e n 
tury that Is u s e d to th is day : ' G o d be 
p ra i s ed for all h is m e r c i e s . G o d he lp us 
p r e s e r v e th i s f r ee a n d l e a r n e d soc i e t y 
a n d g ran t us his g r a c e all t h e days of 
ou r l i f e . ' B e a u t i f u l , but a little w o r d y . 
The n e w v e r s i o n , s e e n h e r e for the 
first t i m e is s i m p l y ' G o d H e l p Us . ' 

Subwarden Vacancy 

App l i c a t i ons are invi ted lo i the pos i t i on o i Subwardr-n. 
: o m e vacant short ly . Bernarc 

an Imperia l Co l l ege res idence in Evelyn Ga rdens , about l b 
minutes walk f rom Co l l ege , con ta i n i ng approx ima te l y 120 
Undergradua te res idents . 

The Subwarden will assist the W a r d e n in the runn ing of the 
H o u s e , part icular ly in regard to the soc ia l i i ie of the house , 
pastora l care and d isc ip l ine . The ma in d e m a n d s on the 
Subwarden are dur ing even ings and w e e k e n d s . !n return the 
Subwarden wil l rece ive a rent free r o o m wi rh in the house . 

App l i can t s for the Subwarden pos i t i on shou ld be either 
Pos tgraduate or senior Unde rg radua te s tuden ts at iho col-

(Room C12, Materials Department, ext 46774) and the 

tktsmii d i « f ; y - l-W s^yMicUi^ms is i44M r : " 
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Presidential Talk-Back 
have to start w i t h a b i g c o n g r a t u l a 
t i o n to a l l o f o u r s p o r t s c l u b s . I 
d o u b t if Imper i a l or a n y o n e in L o n 

d o n has eve r d o n e so w e l l in a s i n g l e 
s e a s o n . 

Last w e e k I a t t e n d e d a C o l l e g e 
c o m m i t t e e c a l l e d M A D S A C ( M e d i c a l 
a n d Den t a l S e r v i c es A d v i s o r y C o m m i t 

t e e ) - a n d a m o r e 
a p p r o p r i a t e n a m e David Hellard, 
t h e r e h a s n e v e r 
b e e n . C o n s i d e r i n g 
t h e m i g h t y p o w e r C o l l e g e s u p p o s e d l y 
has , I have never s e e n s u c h a too th l e ss 
a t t e m p t to p u s h for i m p r o v e d s t u d e n t 
s e r v i c e s . T h e i s s u e w a s l u n c h t i m e 
o p e n i n g h o u r s a n d d e s p i t e t h e s e e m 
ing l y i n c o m p r e h e n s i b l e l o g i c that s t u 
d e n t s a re f r ee at l u n c h t i m e , t h e r e f o r e 
t h e h e a l t h c e n t r e , a s e r v i c e t o t h e s e 
s t u d e n t s , s h o u l d o p e n at l u n c h t i m c , I 
w a s left f i g h t i n g s i n g l e - h a n d e d , t r y ing 
to t a k e c a n d y f r o m t h e c a n d y m a n . I 
w a s t h e n t o l d that s t u d e n t s d o not 
e v e n w a n t t h e h e a l t h c e n t r e to b e 
o p e n e d at l u n c h t i m e s , as o n l y o n e 
p e r s o n has ever r e q u e s t e d It. Yet is this 
s u r p r i s i n g , w h e n y o u c o n s i d e r that y o u 
e i ther have to ask for t h e next ava i lab le 
a p p o i n t m e n t o r f a c e t w o w e e k s ill in 
b e d , w a i t i n g to s e e t h e d o c t o r ? 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y t h e e m a i l s sent to 
m e by s t u d e n t s a n d t h e b a c k i n g o f 

t h e s t u d e n t r c p r e -
ICU President s en ta t i ve c o u n c i l d o 

n o t c o u n t e r t h e i r 
c l a i m s . O n e o p t i o n 

is a p e t i t i o n , but I d o u b t t h e n u m b e r s 
o f s i g n a t u r e s w e r e c e i v e w i l l p r o v e 
c o n v i n c i n g , so in a truly G o l d s m i t h s 
w a y ou r o n l y o p t i o n left is to take aff i r 
ma t i v e a c t i o n ; de ta i l s w i l l be r e v e a l e d 
at a later da t e , but if y o u d o w a n t to 
s e e s o m e t h i n g d o n e fo r o n c e , t h e n 
p l e a s e , p l e a s e j o i n us . 

I'm sorry to b e a bo re , but I a m not 
g o i n g to let th is l ie unt i l s o m e t h i n g is 
d o n e . The case for C l a y p o n d s has b e e n 
p r o v e n a n d a c c e p t e d , yet a g a i n n o t h 
i n g is b e i n g d o n e . So the next t ime y o u 
s e e y o u r t u to r , y o u r l e c t u r e r s , y o u r 
w a r d e n s , t h e p e o p l e w h o se rve y o u in 
Bas ics or in t h e reg is t ry d e p a r t m e n t or 
e v e n t h e secu r i t y l o d g e , ask t h e m to 
ask t h e Rec tor a b o u t C l a y p o n d s a n d 
w h y the i r c o m m o n r o o m is no t b e i n g 
bu i l t . B a s i c a l l y ask a n y o n e y o u s e e 
w h o w o r k s in t h e C o l l e g e a n d m a y b e 

just o n e o f t h e m w i l l b e a b l e to g i ve a 
d e c e n t a n s w e r as to w h y the C o l l e g e 
c a n not pu l l out a m e a s l y £70 000 ou t 
o f the i r l a rge p o c k e t s t o pay for an 
e s s e n t i a l s t u d e n t fac i l i ty . L ven if they 
c a n n o t a n s w e r y o u , it m i g h t jus t 
a n n o y t h e m in to s u b m i s s i o n . 
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Fifty Years On 
Felix Goes Free 

helix c h a r g e d fo r c o p i e s un t i l 1 9 7 1 , by 
w h i c h t i m e p r i n t i n g cos t s h a d r a i s e d 
t h e p r i ce t o 2V2 p e n c e pe r i s s u e . T h e 
d e c i s i o n to m a k e it a f r e e p u b l i c a t i o n 
w a s t a k e n at t h e start o f t h e 71/72 
a c a d e m i c year , by t h e t h e n o u t g o i n g 
ed i to r J o h n R o g e r s . 

In his ed i to r i a l h e e x p l a i n s that t h e 
major i t y o f s t u d e n t s w e r e p i n c h i n g it 
w i t h o u t p a y i n g anyway , so at least t h e y 
c o u l d n o w d o s o w i t h a c l e a r c o n 
s c i e n c e . T h e loss o f i n c o m e w a s to b e 
r e c o v e r e d by r e s t r i c t i ng e a c h i s sue t o 
e ight p a g e s (Fel ix a l r e a d y h a d a d v e r 
t i s i n g by th is s t a g e , a n d a pr in t r un o f 
a r o u n d 2000) . 

The a d v a n t a g e o f t h e m o v e , as far 
as M r Roge r s w a s c o n c e r n e d , w a s that 
it w o u l d a l l o w t h e e d i t o r i a l s ta f f t o b e 
m o r e res t r i c t i ve a n d cr i t i ca l o f Fel ix 's 
c o n t e n t , t h e r e b y i n c r e a s i n g t h e s t a n 

d a r d o f w r i t i n g . T h e ed i t o r i a l e n d s by 
w i s h i n g t h e I n c o m i n g ed i tor , Dave Sug-
d e n , " the bes t o f Br i t ish l u ck b e c a u s e 
by G o d t h e y n e e d it." S o m e t h i n g s 
n e v e r c h a n g e . 

An infamous Film Review 

W h i l e l e a f i n g t h r o u g h t h e 
a r c h i v e s , I c a m e a c r o s s 
a n a m u s i n g p i e c e o f 
j o u r n a l i s m . A m u s i n g 
n o t f o r its d ry w i t , 
s a t i r i c a l c o m m e n 
t a r y or u s e o f 
h u m o u r , but for its 
p e r c e i v e d i n a c c u 
racy g i v e n t h e b e n e 
fit o f h i n d s i g h t . 

T h e a r t i c l e in q u e s 
t i o n is f e l i x ' s r e v i e w o f t h e 
f i rst Star W a r s f i l m , E p i s o d e IV, 
r e l e a s e d in 1 977. The r e v i e w a p p e a r e d 

in 9 D e c e m b e r e d i t i o n , sho r t l y b e f o r e 
t h e f i l m w a s first s h o w n in t h e U k . In 
t h e s p a c e o f 500 w o r d s , a M r R i c h a r d 
S z c z e p a n s k i d e n o u n c e d e v e r y t h i n g 
f r o m t h e scr ipt t o t h e c o s t u m e s , e n d 
i n g w i t h t h e s e n t e n c e "I a m s u r e it 
h e l p s if y o u c e a s e to th ink , bu t t h e n 

y o u m a y as w e l l g o t o s l e e p " . 
T h e r e v i e w s t a r t e d b y 

d e s c r i b i n g Star Wars as "a 
c o l l e c t i o n o f e v e r y 

p o s s i b l e c l i che o f t h e 
he ros a n d vi l la ins sit
u a t i o n r a g g e d l y se l-
l o t a p e d t o g e t h e r " . 
G e o r g e L u c a s w a s 

c r i t i c i s ed for a scr ipt 
t h a t " s h o w s a n 

a s t o u n d i n g l a ck o f 
i m a g i n a t i o n " , w h i l e "The 

W o o k i e " is " m e r e l y a n i l l-tem
p e r e d v e r s i o n o f L a s s i e " . M r 

S z c z e p a n s k i t h e n g o e s o n to s la te t h e 

Across Down 

1 Chr ist ian n a m e for C h u r c h de tec t i ve 
1 2 • 4 

5 
1 This is a trick c lue 

4 IH.G. Wel ls cou ldn ' t stick it initially. 
6 M ine ra l f o u n d in any C h e m i c a l 
8 He re D inne r in Hall is o f t en t h e pre

lude to a p r e l u d e 
9 Chr ist ian t imes 

• 6 • 2 N o m o o n s h i n e he re 
3 A w h i t e o n e m a y prevent a 'b lack ' 
4 This backward Ma te lo t w o u l d be first 

ove rs ide sh ip in t roub le 
5 If his w o r k falls o f f a dust-net m a y 

4 IH.G. Wel ls cou ldn ' t stick it initially. 
6 M ine ra l f o u n d in any C h e m i c a l 
8 He re D inne r in Hall is o f t en t h e pre

lude to a p r e l u d e 
9 Chr ist ian t imes 

8 

2 N o m o o n s h i n e he re 
3 A w h i t e o n e m a y prevent a 'b lack ' 
4 This backward Ma te lo t w o u l d be first 

ove rs ide sh ip in t roub le 
5 If his w o r k falls o f f a dust-net m a y 

4 IH.G. Wel ls cou ldn ' t stick it initially. 
6 M ine ra l f o u n d in any C h e m i c a l 
8 He re D inne r in Hall is o f t en t h e pre

lude to a p r e l u d e 
9 Chr ist ian t imes _ • _ • 

2 N o m o o n s h i n e he re 
3 A w h i t e o n e m a y prevent a 'b lack ' 
4 This backward Ma te lo t w o u l d be first 

ove rs ide sh ip in t roub le 
5 If his w o r k falls o f f a dust-net m a y 

10 Set in B o h e m i a ? 
14 Poss ib le fu tu re part o f a b a r q u e in a • 1 catch it 

7 This takes the right p lace w h e n on ly 
nutshe l l 

16 This for o n e is a c l iche to m a k e s o m e • • 1 15 o n e foo t left 
11 The artist in 4 d n 

p e o p l e s ee red 
18 You must sea rch for the ball 
19 You may f ind this out after t h e sa le 
21 Seen per iod ica l l y at the h e a d o f the 

table 

• 1 12 This in spirits is a lmos t an elixir 
13 You m a y ge t s tuck he re 
15 Not w a v e y but p e r m a n e n t 
16 Not f r o m 8 un less b u r n e d 
17 The letters o f the Law 

p e o p l e s ee red 
18 You must sea rch for the ball 
19 You may f ind this out after t h e sa le 
21 Seen per iod ica l l y at the h e a d o f the 

table 

19 • 
12 This in spirits is a lmos t an elixir 
13 You m a y ge t s tuck he re 
15 Not w a v e y but p e r m a n e n t 
16 Not f r o m 8 un less b u r n e d 
17 The letters o f the Law 

p e o p l e s ee red 
18 You must sea rch for the ball 
19 You may f ind this out after t h e sa le 
21 Seen per iod ica l l y at the h e a d o f the 

table 

12 This in spirits is a lmos t an elixir 
13 You m a y ge t s tuck he re 
15 Not w a v e y but p e r m a n e n t 
16 Not f r o m 8 un less b u r n e d 
17 The letters o f the Law 
20 Initial r e q u i r e m e n t for a nav igator 

cast o n e by o n e . Ca r r i e F i sher is " the 
l ess t h a n a t t r a c t i v e a n d b o o r i s h 
P r i n c e s s " w h i l e L u k e S k y w a l k e r is 
" i n c r e d i b l e in h is n a i v e t y a n d inept-
n e s s " , w h i c h t h e r e v i e w e r s t a t e s 
a p p e a r s to sui t t h e y o u n g M a r k Ham i l l . 
M e a n w h i l e A l e c G u i n e s s is b l a m e d for 
i n t r o d u c i n g t h e " p s e u d o - r e l i g i o u s 
f o r c e " , a p p a r e n t l y " o n e o f t h e wors t 
a s p e c t s o f t h e f i l m . " T h e o n l y a r e a that 
d o e s n ' t r e c e i v e c r i t i c i sm is t h e s p e c i a l 
e f f e c t s , w h i c h a r e d e s c r i b e d as 
" d e c e n t " . 

M a y b e M r S z c z e p a n s k i w a s h a v i n g 
a b a d w e e k ; m a y b e h e h a d just split up 
w i t h his g i r l f r i e n d , a n d c o u l d n ' t h a n d l e 
a f i lm in w h i c h " the y o u n g h e r o still res
c u e s t h e P r i n c e s s in Per i l f r o m t h e 
c lu t ches o f t h e B lack Kn ight " , or m a y b e 
h e w a s a pac i f i s t a n d d i s a g r e e d w i th 
" the sp i r i t o f G o d o n ou r s i d e ' re l i 
g i ous l y- r i gh t eous m i l i t a r i sm" . Wha teve r 
t h e r e a s o n , it is i r o n i c tha t a f i l m 
r e v i e w e d in th is p u b l i c a t i o n as "a l a m 
e n t a b l e p r o d u c t o f t h e f i lm indust ry " is 
n o w a c l a s s i c o f o u r g e n e r a t i o n . 
M a y b e M r S z c z e p a n s k i s h o u l d have 
c o n s u l t e d t h e c h i l d r e n o f t h e t i m e , to 
e n s u r e t h e e n d u r a n c e o f h is c o m 
m e n t s . W i t h t h e first p r e q u e l b e i n g 
r e l e a s e d in Br i ta in in Ju ly o f th is year , 
a n d t w o o t h e r p r e q u e l s o n t h e way . It 
is u n l i k e l y tha t t h e m e m o r y o f Star 
Wa rs w i l l f a d e f o r t h e next g e n e r a t i o n 
or s o . I ron ica l l y , t h e h e a d l i n e o n Mr 
S z c z e p a n s k i ' s r e v i e w w a s " S o m e t h i n g 
To Fo rge t " . 

Left is a reproduction of the first ever 
Felix crossword, printed In Issue 3 on 3 
February 1950. Answers are available 
on request 

Fi?2$X would like to wish 
Marie Nicholaou 

[Deputy President Clubs and Societies) 

felicitations on the occasion of her 
twentieth birthday, Thursday March 25 1999 

In return for this greeting, we feel that it is only fair that Marie contributes a 
discretionary sum (say fcl) to RAG for every drink bought for her during the day. 
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This week we're got a hotter than hot interview with Chilliblank. They're House and Garage producers with an 

amazing double life: they're both Sherfield Security Officers. 

P e o p l e have a t e n d e n c y to s t e r e o t y p e 
p e o p l e by the i r a p p e a r a n c e , t h e car 
they dr ive, or a n y t h i n g e l se t h e y m i g h t 
have a n o p i n i o n o n . H o w e v e r o c c a 
s iona l l y y o u ge t to m e e t p e o p l e that 
c h a l l e n g e t h e s e a s s u m p t i o n s y o u ' v e 
m a d e , a n d e n c o u r a g e y o u to t h i n k dif 
ferently. This is this s i tua t ion I w a s f a c e d 
w i th w h e n I me t Ajay, a secur i t y g u a r d 
in Sher f i e ld . 

It t u rned out that as w e l l as k e e p i n g 
Imperia l t h e for t ress that it is, h e leads 
an a m a z i n g d o u b l e l ife as o n e ha l f o f 
Ch i l l i b l ank , p u r v e y o r s o f t h e f i n e s t 
H o u s e a n d G a r a g e . "I t e n d to take o f f 
m y red u n d e r p a n t s b e f o r e I c o m e in to 
col lege! " he jokes , as w e sit in t h e U n i o n 
w i th his par tner in c r i m e D a n , w h o a l so 
w o r k s in secur i ty . It's t h e v e n u e that 
they ' re g o i n g to be p l a y i ng at w h e n t h e 
Carn i va l c o m e s in to t o w n o n Fr iday. 
They p l ayed at t h e last Ca rn i va l , a n d 
Impressed so m u c h that t hey ' ve c o m e 
back aga in as the on l y ex te rna ! DJ's. 

"The people I was deal
ing with were cowboys, 
they were only in it for 
the cred, because it's 

dangerous." 
"We w e r e o n at e l e v en last year a n d 

w e t h o u g h t it w a s a bit early, but w e got 
t he r e a n d t h e r o o m w a s e m p t y . W e 
star ted p l a y i n g a f e w t racks a n d t h e 
r o o m f i l led out . " They s e e th is t ype o f 
even ts as b e i n g i m p o r t a n t to t h e d e v e l 
o p m e n t o f the i r m u s i c : "It's g o o d for us 
as w e can play ou r s tu f f ou t a n d s e e 
wha t k ind o f r eac t i on w e get . It's no t 
a b o u t h o w y o u c an try a gui tar , or h o w 
y o u c an s i n g . It's a b o u t p l a y i n g t h e 
mus i c , p l ay ing it l o u d a n d s e e i n g w h a t 
reac t ion y o u get f r o m it." 

Ajay go t i n to t h e s c e n e t h r o u g h 
Dan, w h o was a l ready m e s s i n g abou t o n 
his decks at h o m e . H e d id s o m e s tuf f 
o n p i ra te r a d i o s t a t i o n s , bu t w a s n ' t 
i m p r e s s e d : "the p e o p l e I w a s d e a l i n g 
w i th w e r e c o w b o y s , t hey w e r e o n l y in It 
for the cred, b e c a u s e it's dange rous . " H e 
there fo re c h a n g e d d i rec t ion a n d l o o k e d 
m o r e t o w a r d s p r o d u c t i o n . " M o s t k ids 
w e r e l o o k i n g at P layboy" Ajay says, "but 

w e w e r e l o o k i n g t h r o u g h Future Mus i c . " 
This w a s unti l o n e day .that they d e c i d e d 
t o ge t s o m e e q u i p m e n t t o g e t h e r a n d 

t h i n g is total ly face less " D a n obse r ves "if 
y o u m a k e m o n e y c o m m e r c i a l l y t h e n d o 
it- t h e n y o u c an f u n d o ther p e r s o n a l 

t ake it a bit m o r e ser ious ly . They so r ted 
t h e m s e l v e s ou t w i th a b a n k l oan , a n d 
haven ' t l o o k e d b a c k s i n ce . 

T h e y p r o d u c e the i r o w n sty le o f 
H o u s e a n d G a r a g e , p u t t i n g the i r i n f l u 
e n c e s t o g e t h e r to p r o d u c e the i r o w n 
u n i q u e style: "We're g e t t i n g ou r o w n 
style t o g e t h e r , it's e v iden t in t h e mus i c . 
If w e p l a y e d 
y o u o n e o f ou r 
ear ly tracks a n d 
o n e w e ' v e 
d o n e n o w , y o u 
c o u l d s e e h o w 
its e v o l v e d , 
h o w m u c h bet 
ter its go t . It's 
h a v i n g a g o o d 
k n o w l e d g e o f 
m u s i c , but a l so 
a b o u t g o o d 
t e c h n i c a l a b i l 
ity." T h e y a d m i t 
to b e i n g qu i t e 
ea r l y in the i r 
d e v e l o p m e n t 
as a n ou t f i t : 
"we ' r e j us t 
l e a r n i n g ou r 
t r a d e . W e ' r e 

just p u t t i n g it ou t as little p i e c e s that 
w e ' v e d o n e so p e o p l e c an r e c o g n i s e 
ou r p r o d u c t i o n ta lent . " A n d they cer
ta in ly d o have ta lent . Desp i t e not hav
i n g put out any w h i t e labe ls yet, t hey 

interests . " They cur rent l y p r o d u c e the i r 
m u s i c by r e cons t ruc t i ng a track a r o u n d 
a s a m p l e d voca l . S amp l i ng is b e i n g u s e d 
by m o r e a n d m o r e acts ac ross g e n r e s 
n o w a d a y s , but still s o m e cr i t ic ise it as 
b e i n g un fa i th fu l to the o r ig ina l art ists. 
Surpr is ingly , Dan is m o r e t han s y m p a 
thet ic to their po int of v i e w "us ing o ther 

p e o p l e s vocals, 
a l r ight it's l ike 

\ V. s t ea l i ng , but at 

the s a m e t i m e 
w e ' r e not mak 
i ng any m o n e y 

\ f r o m it. We ' r e 
jus t l e a r n i n g 
our t rade . " It's 
a s i tua t i on that 

| t h e y h a v e 
b e e n f o r c e d 
i n to , as p r o 
d u c i n g a g o o d 
qua l i t y o r ig ina l 

-. - v o c a l r e q u i r e s 
a ful ly p r o f e s 
s i o n a l s t u d i o 
a n d a lot o f 
t i m e . A s t h e y 
are b o t h w o r k 
i ng ful l-t ime to 

s u p p o r t Ch i l l i b l ank , t hey s i m p l y don ' t 
have t h e t i m e or m o n e y to d o it. H o w 
ever, t hey s ee a w a y out o f th is v i c i o u s 
cycle. "There's a lways ways to get m o n e y 
if y o u w a n t it. The p r o p e r next s t ep for 

w e r e a s k e d to d o t h e m u s i c for a rad io 
adver t for Spr i te . But w o u l d n ' t they con-

us w o u l d be to put out a w h i t e l abe l o f 
just t w o or th ree o f our tracks; put it out , 

s ider this to be se l l i ng out? "That k ind of a n d s ee w h a t h a p p e n s . Ihe first t h i n g 

w e put out, w e wan t to be bad . W e want 
it to d r o p w h e n p e o p l e c o m e in . I'm 
h a p p y t o carry o n w o r k i n g a n d d o i n g 
this for a c o u p l e o f years unt i l we ' r e 
ready." 

Impe r i a l C o l l e g e d o e s n ' t exac t l y 
have a r epu t a t i on for b e i n g an artistic 
m e l t i n g pot , s o h o w d o they mot i va te 
t h e m s e l v e s w h e n w o r k i n g in co l l ege? 
"You can use Imperial to your advantage 
to m a k e c o n t a c t s b e c a u s e t h e r e are 
o the r p e o p l e w h o are in to the s a m e 
k ind o f m u s i c a n d t h e s a m e k ind o f 
t h i n g . I c an a lways talk us into s o m e 
t h i n g , or get us a p i a n o player l ike your 
self. The i n sp i r a t i on s i de o f it is pretty 
b a d t h o u g h . Y o u l o o k at She r f i c l d a n d 
it d o e s n ' t g ive y o u m u c h insp i ra t ion . " 
They are m o r e u p b e a t a b o u t the m u s i c 
s c e n e at Imper ia l t h o u g h "DJ's he r e are 
o f a qu i t e g o o d s t anda rd , t hey can all 
m ix we l l . " 

C h i l l e b l a n k a re very level h e a d e d 
a b o u t the i r m u s i c a l a sp i r a t i ons for the 

"Using other peoples 
vocals, alright it's like 

stealing, but at the 
same time we're not 
making any money 

from it." 
future . They have their feet f irmly rooted 
o n the f loor , a n d a fen ' t g e t t i n g carr ied 
away w i th any suc ces s "We're not out to 
m a k e l oads o f m o n e y or w e ' r e not out 
to get f a m e or a n y t h i n g . We ' r e d o i n g it 
b e c a u s e w e e n j o y it, a n d h o p e f u l l y 
that 's h o w it wi l l stay." It's a r e f r e sh ing 
a t t i t u d e that w i l l h o p e f u l l y stay w i t h 
t h e m t h r o u g h o u t their career , a n d he lp 
t h e m to k e e p it real no matter wha t suc
cess t h e y m a y have " W h e n w e m a k e a 
track its l ike 'yes! ' We ' ve got asp i ra t ions 
for h a v i n g a bit o f r e c o g n i t i o n for wha t 
w c d o , but at t h e s a m e t ime its not 
g o i n g to b e heart b r e a k i n g if w e don ' t 
m a k e it." 

Chilliblank play at the Carnival on Fri
day at 11 pm In the Concert Half Catch 
them on IC Radio on Thursday night 
between (10 and 11 pm) for an exclusive 
session. 

Pants 
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Right Angles To Reality 
Holidays 

Ik n e w all the w o r d s to every s o n g o n 
Revolver by Ihe t ime I w a s eight. W h e n 
you cons ider that M o z a r t h ad a l ready 

written an o p e r a a n d half a d o z e n harp 
s ichord conce r tos by the s a m e age , my 
b e i n g ab le to s ing a l o n g to t h e Beat les ' 
ground-breaking seventh a l b u m beg ins to 
look like very smal l i n d e e d . A four-year-
old in Hyd rabad ca lcu la tes pi to thirty 
thousand dec ima l places, a n d all I can say 
in reply is "I w a s a lone , I t o o k a r ide, I d i d 
n't k n o w w h a t I w o u l d f i n d ther-
rrrrrrreeee". Pathetic Isn't it? But that's m e 
all over - de lus ions o f a d e q u a c y . The 
inequalities in life are patently unfair. Why 
shou ld o n e chi ld turn out a mathemat i ca l 
gen ius whilst all the other can d o is s ing 
the descant part to Got To Get You Into 
My Life! E s c h e w i n g the c o n v e n t i o n that 
o n e never d o e s reply to rhetor ica l ques 
tions, I will venture an explanat ion. It's just 
a wi ld guess , but I w o u l d say that the 
hypothetical Indian boy-wonder descr ibed 
above spent his s u m m e r vaca t ions play
ing with an abacus instead o f g o i n g o n 
caravanning hol idays w i th m y family . 

Let m e take y o u back to the ba lmy 
s u m m e r of 7 7 - G inny had w o n at W i m 
b l edon , the Q u e e n o f Eng land w a s ce le 
brat ing 25 years at the top a n d t h e K ing 
of rock and roll w a s mere w e e k s away 
f rom the most ce lebra ted bou t o f t e rm i 
nal const ipat ion in history. M e a n w h i l e , in 
deepest Bedfordshire my father was fitting 
a B laupunkt car cassette player in our 
Cortina in preparat ion for our over land trip 
to the D o r d o g n e . It was the first t i m e that 
w e had had a tape player in the car a n d 
my brother and I were more excited about 
it than the g lor ious French count rys ide 
that awa i ted us. Un for tuna te l y w e on ly 
possessed three cassettes; Revolver by 
The Beatles, Abba: The Album a n d Englc-
bert Humperclink 20 Golden Greats, t o 
take on the 1,200 mi l e r o u n d trip. Wi th 
such a na r rowness o f c h o i c e , r iva l l ing 
anyth ing that Soviet-era Russ ian super 
markets d idn ' t have to offer , I must have 
heard all three a l b u m s upwa rds o f four 
d o z e n t imes d u r i n g the j o u r n e y a n d it is 
no co inc idence that at the age of eight my 
k n o w l e d g e o f Lennon-McCar tney lyrics 
f rom the mid-60s w a s u n m a t c h e d by any 
of my classmates at the Alger Hiss Primary 
School . The s a m e trip left m e wi th the 
ability to give peerless rendit ions o f Name 
of the Game a n d Release Me, w h i c h w a s 
a bit s p o o k y in o n e so y o u n g . 

G o i n g o n hol iday as a ch i ld was by 
turns a f rustrat ing a n d de l igh t fu l bus i 
ness- the j ou rney itself was a s e e m i n g l y 
never-ending so journ in purgatory . No t 
quite a ' H o m e w a r d Bound '-esque " e n d 
less stream o f c igarettes and m a g a z i n e s " 
(more a case o f Sherbert Dib-Dabs a n d 
The Dandy at that age) , but it w a s a bit o f 

atr ia l for the nerves. How- „ 
ever, w h e n the mono to- /Wal l 

nous moto rway drive f rom 
hell w a s over and the caravan w a s jacked 
up o n t o its little b locks o f w o o d , and the 
en t i c i ng sme l l o f roast ing meat was e m a 
nat ing f rom the expertly t ended barbecue 
set up outs ide the proudly p i t ched stripy 
a w n i n g , y o u cou ld s ink back into your 
rec l in ing s u n b e d , sip on your pre-dinner 
V i m t o a n d fee l that life w a s g o o d a n d by 
a n d large it had all b e e n wor th it. 

We l l , that 's the John-Boy Wa l ton Spe
cial Edit ion vers ion anyway. The truth is 
s o m e w h a t less inspir ing. W e w o u l d arrive 
at the site on average three hours late due 
to my father los ing his w a y because my 
mother , w h o w a s nav igat ing, had tried to 
direct h i m d o w n a crease in the m a p 
w h i c h she had mis taken for the B4530 or 
s o m e such . To his credit, my father never 
s h o u t e d at her in front of my y o u n g e r 
b ro ther a n d I, rather h e put o n his I-
haven't-the-slightest-idea-where-l-am-but-
if-l-show-any-weakness-my-status-as-an-
authority-figure-wil l-be-irreparably-dam-
a g e d f ace a n d b e g a n to wh i s t l e w i t h 
fo r ced gaiety. Unfor tunate ly the rest o f 
us had rumb led this ploy a l ong t ime ago , 
w i th the result that w e k n e w that w h e n 
Dad started to affect noncha l ance , th ings 
had started to g o ser iously w r o n g and It 
w a s t i m e to panic . The wo r se the crisis 
got , the m o r e devil-me-care he w o u l d 
b e c o m e until m y brother and I w o u l d be 
c lose to tears and m y mothe r w o u l d be 
o n the ve rge o f a nervous b r e a k d o w n . 
This particular id iosyncrasy o f m y father 's 
character on ly s e e m e d to c o m e out dur 
i ng our ho l iday exped i t ions and was not 
at all e a sed by the remarkab le propens i ty 
that our caravan d i sp layed for f i n d i n g 

i . every s ing le sharp object 
or c l u m p o f b roken glass 
on the road, with the result 

that w e w o u l d rout inely get t h r o u g h four 
or f ive tyres o n an average trip. 

S o m e h o w or other w e w o u l d m a k e 
it back on to the right road and my father's 
f ixed icy gr in w o u l d relax into a harassed 
f r own , w h i c h w a s m u c h m o r e wha t o n e 
w o u l d have expec t ed of a m a n strug
g l ing to keep a Cor t ina M k IV a n d a cara
van o n the road in a c rossw ind , whi lst his 
kids f o u g h t over w h o s a w t h e y e l l o w 
Masara t i first a n d al ternate ly t h u m p e d 
e a c h other a n d cr ied out for his w i f e to 
arbitrate. Eventually w e w o u l d arrive wi th 
m y brother a n d I cove red in bruises a n d 
m y parents a r g u i n g over w h o was g o i n g 
to get cus tody o f "the s o d d i n g k ids" after 
the d ivorce p r o c e e d i n g s o n w h i c h they 
w o u l d emba rk the minute that this " d a m n 
holiday" was over. The campsites at wh i ch 
w e stayed normal ly r e s e m b l e d recent ly 
r e c l a i m e d malar ia l s w a m p s , o n w h i c h 
s o m e o n e had erec ted s o m e shower/ to i 
let b locks w h i c h l o o k e d m o r e l ike a c o u 
ple o f pil l-boxes left over f r o m WWII. The 
caravan w o u l d be parked and the a w n i n g 
e rec ted after a f ash ion . The a w n i n g w a s 
i ndeed stripy, but it had b e e n pa tched up 
m o r e t imes than Grant a n d Tiff's mar
riage a n d as a result it l eaked like a badly-
fitt ing Pampers . W h e n it r a ined , as it 
invariably d id (I've a f ee l i ng that w e r e w e 
to have taken a trip to Death Val ley in Ar i 
z o n a dur ing the late '70s our arrival w o u l d 
have b e e n hera lded by a c loudburst ) , t he 
water co l lec ted in p u d d l e s in the insuff i 
c iently taut roof o f the a w n i n g m a k i n g it 
sag like a S u m o wrest ler 's tits. Inevitably 
s o m e o n e w o u l d flick the b u l g i n g fabric 
f r om b e l o w in an at tempt to get rid o f the 

rainwater a n d e n d up put t ing their fist 
th rough the canvas, necessitat ing another 
repair. 

M y father 's b a r b e c u e t e chn ique was 
ano the r po int o f c o n t e n t i o n . A c c o r d i n g 
to The Observe r ' s Book o f Campf i re Cu i 
s ine, "suff ic ient t ime must be a l l owed for 
any f lames to die d o w n be fore gril l ing the 
meat over g l o w i n g coals" . M y father had 
not read this chapte r a n d w o u l d put the 
meat o n the gr idd le be fo re the charcoal 
w a s fully b u r n e d d o w n , such that the fat 
f r o m the mea t w o u l d dr ip o n t o the fire, 
w i th the result that our camps i te ne igh 
bours w o u l d be t reated to the spectac le 
o f h i m despera te l y t ry ing to br ing a Piper 
A l p h a scale in ferno under control , and w e 
w o u l d be left t o eat s o m e t h i n g that 
r e s e m b l e d a c r e m a t e d m o l e . Either this 
or he w o u l d be unab l e to get the barbe
cue to light in the fo rce n ine ga le w h i c h 
w o u l d inevitably appear , m u c h like the 
proverbia l N o . 22 bus w h e n you ' ve just lit 
a cigarette, so that he w o u l d be forced to 
pile o n the f i re l ighters in a va in attempt 
to get the t h i n g b u r n i n g , w i th the result 
that every th ing e n d e d up tast ing faintly 
o f paraf f in . 

A h , h appy days. W e shall not see 
their like aga in . At least I h o p e not. That's 
the reason that I'm regurg i ta t ing all this 
n o w - so that I don ' t forget it. For, as a 
we l l-known dictator put it, " H e w h o does 
not r e m e m b e r history is c o n d e m n e d to 
repeat it". M e g a l o m a n i a c or no mega lo 
maniac, he got that bit right at least. How
ever , in t h e l ight o f m y l eng thy and 
fraught ho l iday travels, I can ' t see m e 
fo r c ing m y kids t o sit for hours in a stuffy 
Ford wi th only Revolverfot entertainment. 
But t hen aga in - T o m o r r o w Never Knows. 

PRIVATE HOUSING 
T h e R u s h I s O n t o f i n d n e w p r o p e r t i e s f o r S e p t e m b e r 1 9 9 9 ! 

We have a small selection of flats from landlords want ing to show n o w for 
September. There w i l l be even more after the Easter break fol lowing an adver
t is ing campaign to attract more Landlords in South West a n d West London. 

We n o w have an onsite Private H o u s i n g Officer w h o w i l l be h a p p y to 
deal w i t h a l l aspects of tenancy agreements a n d answer a n y tenancy or 
l a n d l o r d questions that y o u might have. 

We publish updated listings of accommodation every Tuesday, so please come in at any time between 
9am and 5pm, Monday - Friday. 

You can also e-mail us at private.housing@ic.ac.uk or phone us on either 
0171 -594-9428 or 0171 -594-9427, 

mailto:private.housing@ic.ac.uk
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Not Happy with just reviewing games Gary S. has invaded the realm of Gadgets 
- Welcome to the world of big toys for big boys and girls. 

X8R-S (Manic Moped) 
Honda 

Next t ime y o u m a n a g e to e s c a p e f r o m 
the c a m p u s a n d get to w a n d e r a r o u n d 
the real L o n d o n streets k e e p a n eye ou t 
for t h e traffic. N o r m a l l y th is m e a n s b i g 
red buses , m u l t i c o l o u r e d taxi 's a n d t h e 
occas iona l b e a t e n up stea l th Caval ier . 
H o w e v e r in the last f e w years a rapidly 
i n c r e a s i n g n u m b e r o f s c o o t e r s a n d 
m o p e d r iders have b e e n f i n d i n g that 
t w o w h e e l s a re rather g o o d at d e a l i n g 
wi th jams, that they can park for f ree a n d 
that a smart scoot looks pretty coo l in the 
s u m m e r . 

M o p e d s and Scoots are the u l t imate 
g a d g e t r o u n d t o w n . They ' r e o b v i o u s , 
t hey have s o m e use fu lness , bu t a b o v e 
they look g o o d . The X8R-S ( H o n d a has 
dec i ded not to give this bike a n a m e just 
a s e q u e n c e of letters that g ive a n impres 
s ion of an expe r imen ta l w e a p o n f o u n d 
in a J apanese a n i m e ) is H o n d a ' s t o p o f 
the r ange 50cc m o p e d . D e s i g n e d a n d 
styled in Italy it has t h e t o u c h o f t h e 
Latins abou t it. The f ront a n d rear have 
a particularly scu lp tured a p p e a r a n c e a n d 
wh i l e not hav ing the trick f ront w h e e l 
forks that the P e u g e o t s coo t s have nor 
the r o u n d e d des i gn soph is t i ca t ion o f t h e 
n e w Italian b ikes , the sha rp l ines w h i c h 
m a r k t h e f ront a n d b a c k m a k e th is 
m o p e d look m u c h m o r e shark-like. 

A n y w a y H o n d a , w i th a f e w excep 
t ions, is not k n o w n for their radical styl ing 
- if y o u th ink Vo l vo y o u wi l l get the pic
ture. H o n d a are k n o w n for p r o d u c i n g 
ve ry r e l i ab l e a n d m e c h a n i c a l l y e x c e l 
lent b ikes a n d 
this o n e is no 
d i f f e r e n t . For 
£1800 y o u get 
a 50cc 
e n g i n e , a 
fu l l y a u t o m a t i c 
be l t d r i ve , 
f ront 
a n d 

J g i ^ 

erate to 25 m p h as qu i ck as mos t tin 
boxes in the t o w n . 

The fully au toma t i c belt drive m e a n s 
that the b ike is inc red ib ly s imp l e to r ide. 
Just twist t h e r ight gr ip a n d t h e b ike 
m o v e s fo rward (ok the au tomat i c gear 

ing m e a n s that y o u are not g o i n g to 
be l a u n c h i n g the front w h e e l into 

the air but o n a 50cc m o p e d in 
t h e city t h o s e sort o f 
an t i c s t e n d to 

rear d i sc b rakes 
a n d bes t o f a l l , a n 

electr ic starter. 
Wha t d o e s all this m e a n . Wel l the 

50cc mo to r m e a n s that y o u have a top 
s p e e d o f 30 m p h , but the abil ity to accel-

attract 
a t ten t ion o f t h e 

met po l i ce , a n d don ' t l ook as g o o d as 
y o u think) . The belt dr ive a l so m e a n s 
that y o u don t have any messy, oi ly cha in 
to adjust a n d c h e c k every w e e k . 

In fact m a i n t a i n i n g this b ike f r om 
w e e k to w e e k invo lves c h e c k i n g the lyre 
pressures, m a k i n g sure the t w o stroke oil 
tank has a s o m e oil left, and check ing the 
brake f lu id levels . Tasks that take abou t 
all o f 30 s e c o n d s . A n y t h i n g m o r e ser ious 
a n d the g a r a g e wi l l d o that. 

The d isc b rakes , y o u have a 50cc 
m o p e d a n d fit it w i th t h e s t o p p i n g capa 
bility not f o u n d o n s o m e 125cc moto r 
bikes, you def inate ly s top quickly - usually 
a bit t oo qu i ck for you r o w n g o o d . 

Finally the e lectr ic starter. This is the 
g a d g e t o n a gadge t . A kickstart on a 
b ike l ike this usua l ly invo lves abou t 5 
s e c o n d s o f effort, o f w h i c h three of t h e m 
is f i n d i n g the little s tubby kick rod . (the 
h a n d c r a n k o n m y mor r i s m i n o r is 

a n o t h e r p lanet o f pain) . The electr ic 
start is de f ina te l y for your lazy s ide . 

The p r o b l e m w i th m o p e d s is in g e n 
eral the limiter. Wh i l e the 50cc motor and 
t h e gears c o u l d poss ib l y d o 40 m p h 
w i thou t m e s s i n g the acce le ra t ion up too 
m u c h the l aw preven ts y o u f r o m d o i n g 
so. But as l o n g as y o u never a t tempt to 
take o n the 40 or 50 m p h limit roads you 
wil l never get b o r e d . Ge t a h e a d get a 
m o p e d . 

ixus L-1 (APS Camera) 
Canon 

Another gadget , another five hours spent 
not r e a d i n g t h e i n s t ru c t i ons . T h o u g h 
w h e n the ins t ruct ion b o o k is ge t t i ng o n 
for half t h e v o l u m e o f the ac tua l g a d g e t 
th ings are ge t t i ng a bit se r ious . Luckily, 
to use this little de l ight y o u don ' t n e e d 
to read the w h o l e v o l u m e o f ins t ruc 
t ions in order to take r easonab le p h o t o ' s 
- to get s o m e o f t h e spec ia l f u n c t i o n s it 
is wor th it but y o u can usual ly d i scove r 
t hose by acc ident anyway . 

APS cameras m igh t b e heav i ly crit i 
c ised by the se r ious p h o t o g r a p h e r . The 
negat ives are smal le r t han t h e 3 5 m m 
fo rma t , a n d t h e y cos t a f o r t u n e to 
deve lop . At the u n i o n s h o p 3 5 m m f i lm 
is cheape r by over t w o p o u n d s a n d that 
isn't i n c lud ing the extra cha rges that a d d 
up if y o u use the extra p h o t o fo rmats . 
APS def ina te ly have a lot o f critics, but it 
has qu i te a lot o f f r i ends t o o . 

S o m e o f the f r i ends are b i g fans o f 
the s impl ic i ty o f the c ameras . N o n e o f 
this m e s s i n g a b o u t every t ime y o u load a 
n e w f i lm - just put the f i lm in a n d c lose 
the d o o r (the c a m e r a d o e s the rest). 

APS c a m e r a s a l so c an sw i t ch 
b e t w e e n th ree types o f p ic ture fo rmat -
n o r m a l , e n h a n c e d a n d p a n o r a m i c . O k it 
is a little bit o f a cheat as the d e v e l o p e r 
just se lec ts a p o r t i o n o f the f i lm a n d 
b l o w s it up to fit the pape r , but t h e 
pana ram i c shot can m a k e even the most 
b o r i n g l andscape l ook fairly impress i ve -
w e l l o k t h e n s l ight ly less b o r i n g . 

But the best t h i n g a b o u t APS c a m 
eras is that because of the s ize o f the f i lm 
the c o m p a c t c a m e r a b e c o m e s the spy 
c a m e r a that w e all w a n t e d to o w n as a 
k id . The C a n o n Ixus L-1 is just s u c h that 
c a m e r a . Its smal le r than the smal lest o f 
the O l y m p u s 3 5 m m M u j l r ange a n d can 
e v e n surpr ise the mos t c a m e r a aware -
use fu l for c a t c h i n g p e o p l e d o i n g th ings 
they are not s u p p o s e d to do . After dis
a b l i n g the f lash y o u can shoo t and run 
like the best. The L-1 is the midd le brother 
o f t h e fami ly . It doesn ' t have the c h e a p 
plast ic fee l o f t h e base Ixus, but it d o e s 
n't have t h e z o o m func t i on o f the b ig 
brother (which, n o w that I've got used to 
the L-1, fee ls so heavy a n d bulky) . 

The L-1 d o e s share s o m e of 
t h e op t i c s o f t h e b i g g e r z o o m 
b ro the r . O p t i c s that i n c l u d e a 
rather n i ce fast 2.8 lens - n i ce , 
w h i c h at the t o u c h o f a bu t ton 
retracts into the c a m e r a g i v i ng it a 
c l e a n p u r e p ro f i l e - s l e e k a n d 
s m o o t h . Ano the r but ton press and 
it pops back out ready to take p ic 
tures in less than a s e c o n d . 

The f lash is a lso part of the 
b o d y , ra ther t h a n t h e p o p up 
effort in the b ig brother - w h i c h 
can occas iona l l y j a m , r equ i r i ng a 
n u d g e w i th a n o n c o n d u c t i n g rod 
- us i ng a meta l p in is a s imp l e w a y 
to genera te a spark genera tor and 
a easy way to des t roy an e x p e n 
sive c a m e r a . 

Smaller than a smal l t h i ng and 
l o o k i n g m u c h sexier than a very 
sexy t h i n g the Ixus L-1 has m a n 
a g e d to ge t r e c o m m e n d e d by 
most c a m e r a m a g a z i n e s as the 
best o f the o n e h u n d r e d p o u n d 
cameras . It is a g a d g e t a n d half. 

The little numbered bubbles dont come with 
the basic camera. 
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Viva Football (PSX) 
Virgin Interactive 

Football, footbal l , footbal l . For s o m e crazy 
r eason it s e e m s that al l I h a ve b e e n 
r e v i e w i n g for t h e last f e w w e e k s a re 
footbal l m a n a g e m e n t or foo tba l l p lay ing 
g a m e s , or e ven r u n n i n g foo tba l l re la ted 
compe t i t i ons . After all this f oo tba l l y o u 
w o u l d th ink that t h e next foo tba l l g a m e 
to c o m e a l o n g w o u l d m e e t a very j a d e d 
rev iewer a n d b e p l a ced in t h e b in at t h e 
first fault. 

This b e i n g t rue I t r ied real ly hard to 
ha te V i v a 
Footbal l 
f r o m t h e 
kick o f f - a n d 
totally fa i led. 
This is a 
footba l l 
g a m e that 
finally has a 
s e r i ous g o 
at t h e EA 
f i f ia (wel l it 
s e e m s like a 
maf ia o rgan 

isation) and c o m e s of f the 
w i n n e r o n the Playstat ion. 
I'll repeat that, this g a m e is 
better t han A c t u a Soccer , 
a m o r e s e n s i b l e o p t i o n 
than Sensible Soccer, kicks 
t h e y o u n g s t e r M r O w e n 
in to t h e s t a n d s a n d it 
m e e t s a n d beats FIFA '99 
in extra t ime . 

L o o k at t h e s c r e e n 
shots , we l l t hese are t h e 
qual i ty g raph ics that y o u 

get , a n d they don t just l ook g o o d w h e n 
stil l . The a n i m a t i o n o f the players is bo th 
s m o o t h a n d fast. This has b e e n poss ib l e 
m a i n l y b e c a u s e o f t h e c a m e r a a n g l e 
u s e d . S o m e wil l f ind it a little far away 
f r o m t h e ac t ion but mos t wi l l f i nd it just 
t h e r ight d i s t ance to be a b l e t o p lan 
t h o s e p in po in t passes a n d crosses . If 
t he r e is a comp la i n t it can on ly b e o f the 
s p e e d o f the g a m e . For the b e g i n n e r it 
w h i z z e s a b o u t just a little bit t o o quick ly , 

t h o u g h stick 
w i t h it a n d 

i s o o n t h e 
fo rce (of t h e 
pass) wi l l be 
w i t h y o u -
sorry I'll d o 
no m o r e Star 
Wa rs re fer 
e n c e s 'til l 
July. 

W h a t I 
can ' t s h o w 
y o u o n t h e 

s c r e e n is t h e a l m o s t 
pe r f e c t s o u n d . The 
p i t ch s h o o k w i t h 
s o u n d c o m i n g f r o m 
t h e s t a n d s a n d t h e 
o c c a s i o n a l r e f e r e e 
c o m m e n t . Even t h e 
lack o f a c o m m e n t a r y 
o n this 9 8 % c o m p l e t e 
ve rs ion d id not detract 
f r o m the other s o u n d -
a l so w h i l e t h e c o m -
ment ry is n ice it d o e s 
start t o g r i n d w h e n 
Barry c o m m e n t s for t h e twen t i e th t ime 
that h e c o u l d not hit that w i th a ban jo . 

The current t r end in t h e s e g a m e s is 
to i n c lude e ven m o r e s tad ia (300 in this 
o n e ) , e v e n m o r e t e a m s (1035 - t h e y 
m igh t have your local p u b t e a m , c o m 
p le te w i th the short fat o n e w h o plays in 
goa l a n d hits a n y o n e w h o c o m e s near ) 
. The re is a l so the q u o t a o f h is tor ica l 
g a m e s w i th t e a m s as far back as 1958 to 
be p i cked , so its t i m e to dust d o w n t h e 
1990 
Eng land 
a n d Ger 
m a n y 
t e a m s 
a n d th is 
t i m e 
m a k e 
su r e it 
doesn t 
get any 
w h e r e 
near 

pena l t i es , if y o u really w a n t to a venge 
injustice y o u cou ld try the 1986 wor ld cup 
f inals a n d m a k e su re M a r a d o n n a fails to 
stay o n the p i tch for l o n g . 

This g a m e is g o o d , the cont ro l and 
g a m e p l a y g i ve y o u tota l c o n t r o l , and 
even if it is not as easy to pick up as other 
sys tems it rewards y o u w i th m u c h more 
f lu id foo tba l l - e i ther that or the l ong 
ball g a m e b e c o m e s t h e tact ic of cho i ce . 
The g raph i cs a n d s o u n d are excel lent , 

the c r o w d wil l start 
j e e r i n g if y o u start 
p lay ing t o o many 
w i l d balls. 

V i rg in Inerac-
t ive are o n t o a 
w i n n e r . EA are 
g o i n g to have to 
o o k d e e p and 

h a r d a n d f inal ly 
h a v e a g a m e of 
c a t c h u p o n their 
hands . 

Easter News : Bunnies not included 
Eidos : Cheap Cheap Games 

Eidos are a d d i n g f ive n e w tit les t o the i r 
Premier Budge t g a m e s range . Al l for t h e 
PC and pr iced at £12.99 at all g o o d stores 
the range n o w includes:-

F ight ing Force w h e r e y o u save t h e 
wor ld as o n e o f four he roes , f i g h t i n g 
t h r o u g h s e v e n levels . 

Ian L i v i n g s t o n e ' s D e a t h t r a p D u n 
g e o n ; T o m b raider mee t s D u n g e o n s a n d 
Dragons . 

Fl ight U n l i m i t e d 2; c o m e fly w i t h 

t h e m over land a n d hope fu l l y not into 
da le . 

A c t u a G o l f 2, r e v i ewed last year a n d 
fea tures e igh t cou r ses in w h i c h y o u can 
play in the s a n d , the wa te r or if y o u are 
perverse e n o u g h e v e n a t tempt to get 
t h e ball in the ho l e . 

A c t u a Soccer 2, w i th live c o m m e n t r y 
f r o m Barry Davis. It a lso u s e d M i c h a e l 
O w e n as the m o t i o n capture m o n k e y . 

Look out for rev iews next m o n t h . 

N2000 - not till 2001 
N i n t e n d o l o o k l ike h o l d i n g b a c k t h e 
l aunch o f the N2000 , the N i n t e n d o 128 
bit p rocessor b a s e d g a m e s c o n s o l e till 
2001. 

Aparent ly the system has b e e n g iven 
an a m b e r light a n d the sys tem has not 
b e e n f ina l i sed . Several factors s u c h as 
h o w we l l N64 titles such as Perfect Dark 
a n d D o n k e y K o n g 64 do , as we l l as h o w 
sucess fu l the Playstat ion 2 is wil l e f fec t 
not on ly the sys tems capabi l i ty but a lso 
its l aunch date . 

The unf ina l ised details specify a poly
g o n e n g i n e c apab l e o f h a n d l i n g 20 mi l 
l ion raw p o l y g o n s per s e c o n d , but the 
b iggest s h o c k is the lack o f a car t r idge 
sys tem. N i n t e n d o have rea l ised that it 
w a s this that k i l led mass so f twa re d e v e l 
o p m e n t w h i c h m e a n t that f e w p e o p l e 
b o u g h t it. Hur rah for the l ea rn ing e x p e 
r ience . 

Blender Book 
A n d f inal ly s o m e t h i n g a little bit more 
se r ious . For all t h o s e w h o m e s s about 
w i th 3-D r e n d e r i n g - n o w sure ly thats a 
f e w of us out there , there is a n e w begin 
ners b o o k by T o n R o o s e n d a a l . B lender 
v1.5 m a n u a l . 

For all those not in the k n o w Blender 
is a really use fu l 3-D t o o l . I've u s e d it on 
t h e M a c a n d a lso o n a l inux box . Its a lit
t le bit c o m p l e x as y o u w o u l d expec t 
f r o m a usefu l too l but as s o o n as you get 
the h a n g o f it y o u can p r o d u c e s o m e 
qu i te s t u n n i n g 3-D ef fects . 

As we l l as b e i n g a b e g i n n e r s b o o k 
it also m a n a g e s to d o u b l e as a reference. 
Q u i t e h a n d y as after y o u have mastered 
the bas ics y o u g o a w a y for a c o u p l e of 
m o n t h s a n d c o m e back f i nd ing you have 
f o rgo t t en mos t o f w h a t y o u spen t l ong 
hou r s l ea rn ing . 
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SimCity 3000 
Maxis • • • • 

fx i 

« i c & « ; K : 

i t . i i 

Little did the poor Sims know what disasters awaited them . 
...Fire and tornados were Just the start...heh heh heh 

"We wan t water ! W e w a n t power ! " I c an 
hear p e o p l e ca l l ing . Wi th a q u i c k call to 
my eng inee r s , they w e r e i m m e d i a t e l y 
rushed to f ind out w h a t can b e d o n e to 
r emedy the s i tuat ion. C r ime rate r is ing in 
Sector 4? Never m i n d that, a po l i c e sta
t ion will take care of that. Fire unchecked? 
What the hel l a re m y f i re f ighters do ing ? 
Probably l oa f i ng o n the j o b a g a i n . Just 

wa i t till t h e y 
have a taste o f 
m y wra th . 

W h o e v e r 
says that life as 
t h e m a y o r o f 
Ronnyv i l l e is a 
b o x o f c h o c o 
lates? Even if 
m y city is a vir
tua l o n e , I 
qu ick ly rea l i zed 
that mayors are 
a m o n g t h e 
m o s t s t r e s sed 

| p e o p l e in t h e 
w o r l d . SimC-
ity3000 (SC3K) 
lets y o u have a 
g o at r u n n i n g a 
city o n you r 

o w n , the w a y y o u w a n t it. F rom the very 
start, SC3K lets y o u c h o o s e your o w n 
terrain f r o m a list o f f a m o u s cities, inc lud 
i ng Sydney, H o n g K o n g , M o s c o w a n d o f 
course g o o d o ld L o n d o n . In fact, y o u can 
actual ly try to f a sh ion your idea l L o n d o n 
b a s e d o n its g e o g r a p h y . I Bet I c o u l d d o 
bet ter t han the i n c u m b e n t city p lanner , 
eh? 

Bu i l d ings-w i se , y o u r city c an b e 
m a d e as artistic as Paris - h a v i n g m u s e 
u m s a n d a r ches eve r ywhe re , or by pack
i ng it ful l o f skyscrapers (wh ich inc ludes 
t h e wor ld ' s tallest b u i l d i n g , the Pet ronas 
Towers ) - c la im it as you r very o w n N e w 
York. 

Aspec ts o f city d e v e l o p m e n t you can 
m e d d l e in i n c l u d e t r anspo r t a t i on a n d 
p o w e r . You p lan s u b w a y l ines a n d bus 
routes d o w n to po in t w h e r e y o u d e c i d e 
w h e r e to p lace bus-stops. You can a lso 
se l e c t t h e t y p e o f p o w e r g e n e r a t i o n 
m e t h o d to b e a d o p t e d by your city. As 

your s imu la t ion runs fur ther d o w n 
the t ime l i ne , y o u get to bu i ld m o r e 
a n d m o r e a d v a n c e structures l ike 
nuclear , solar, m i c r o w a v e a n d e v e n 
tua l l y f u s i o n p o w e r p l an t s . O f 
c o u r s e , t h e m o r e h igh- tech t h e 
e n e r g y sou rce , the less y o u have to 
wor ry a b o u t po l l u t i on . 

Talking about pol lut ion, o n e fea 
ture that is n e w to SC3K is the n e e d 
to dea l w i th rubb i sh . Sad, but it is a 
fact of l ife. Cit ies, e v e n idea l o n e s 
like m i n e , still chu rn out g a r b a g e 
that has to be d i s p o s e d safely. Land 
fills s h o u l d be a v o i d e d if poss ib l e 
s ince they deva lue your land a n d k e e p 
tax-paying Sims, your c i t izens , away . If 
y o u can a f fo rd it, cons t ruc t Waste-To-
Energy Incinerators. These dev i ces e f fec 
tively conver t was t e into energy . C o o l 
c o n c e p t ! 

O f course , m o n e y m a k e s the w o r l d 
g o e s r o u n d a n d y o u n e e d to b u d g e t 
your f i nances we l l if y o u d o not w a n t t o 
leave the city bankrupt a n d get k i cked 
out o f your of f i ce . Fortunately, the re is a 
t e a m of adv isors to a id y o u in city p l a n 
n i n g a n d m a n a g i n g t axes . T h e y c an 
prove remarkab ly va luab l e w h e n you r 
city g r o w s b e y o n d w h a t y o u can e f f i 
c ient ly cont ro l a l o n e . g 

What I particularly like about I 
SC3K is its disaster o p t i o n . If y o u i 
fee l really b o r e d w a i t i n g for t h e | 
tax r evenues to roll in - d o e s n t | 
e ve r yone o n c e in a wh i l e , try let- I 

t i n g t h e S ims e x p e r i e n c e t h e J 
p o w e r o f nature . Ear thquakes , I 
to rnados , f ire, all s h o w nature is I 
particularly adept at tu rn ing even 
the best city to an expens i v e art 
ins ta l l a t i on . O n e o f t h e m o r e 
"supernatura l " disasters actual ly 
invo lve U F O s attacks o n your 

See that cool pool... 

city, just like I n d e p e n d e n c e Day. T h o u g h 
if y o u don ' t w a n t your city r e d u c e d to 
r u b b l e m a k e su r e y o u r f i r e f i g h t i n g 
d e p a r t m e n t is o n call after the attack is 
over . 

Essent ia l l y SC3K is a br i l l iant a n d 
h igh ly c o m p l e x g a m e , yet d e s i g n e d wi th 
s imp l e in te r faces to e n a b l e easy m a n 
a g e m e n t of the m a n y facets o f city devel 
o p m e n t . I n d e e d , it l ives u p to the 
e x p e c t a t i o n s b a s e d o n its h ighly-suc
cessfu l p r e d e c e s s o r SC2K. 

N o w if on ly they have an A r m a g e d 
d o n comet-speeding-to-Earth d isas te r . . . 

Ronny 

Warn 

..thats my cool pool that Is. 

Competition Corner 
Championship Manager 3 : The Final Table 

N o w this o n e w a s a real b u g g e r . Pe rhaps I h ad ove r e s t ima t ed t h e foo tba l l g e e k i n e s s level at Imperial . .but l ike l ife, e ve r y th ing 
tu rned out all right in the e n d , a n d s o m e o n e m a n a g e d (sorry I p u n n e d ) to get all s e ven ce l eb fans w i th the correct c lubs . 
These w e r e :-
1. Eddie Jordan - Coventry City 2. Nigel Kennedy - Aston Villa 3. Zoe Ball - Manchester Utd. 
4. Jasper Carrot t - Birmingham City 5. Hugh Grant - Fulham 6. Jo Whiley - Northampton Town 
7. John Motson - Barnet 

The semi-finals 
J ames Ma r t i n 2 - 7 S i m o n N e w t o n 
Peter Dap lyn 5 - 7 A n d r e w H i l sdon 

The final 
J ames Ma r t i n 7 - 7 A n d r e w H i l sdon 
( A n d r e w H i l sdon w o n on penal t ies ) 

It's never n ice to s ee a p e r s o n lose o n pena l t i es but if J ames Ma r t i n wan t s to c la im a HydrothunderT-Sh i r t f r o m the o f f i ce h e 
can p ick it up n o w . A n d r e w c an c o m e in to t h e o f f i ce t o o , but he ' l l have to wa i t unti l E idos de l iver the pr ize . 
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JUMBO CRYPTIC CROSSWORD 
by Gnat Chum & Ed 

Across 

I Rising of troubled f rench street area, 
we hear? Too right! (12) 

7&45 Average notes (2,2) 
8 Play up, up North (3) 
II Soft drink, hot outside, becomes 

sweet in Church (9) 
12 Alternative to gold (2) 
13 Man has no organ! (6) 
14 The spy's a nice chap (5) 
16 Beth ends an evening, releasing gas (6) 
19 White album gets points? (7) 
21 Chap and lass almost confused about 

Easter (7) 
22 Five hundred paces arranged, again, 

at intervals (6) 
25 Russian's not very good sailor (4) 
27 Hopelessly self-obsessed (4) 
28 Weight to north (3) 
29 cloak right for adventure (5) 
30 One hurried outside in the wet (4) 
31 father's odd fluid (3) 
32 No airline's mixed up in snakes! (4) 
34 Back of hill could be dry? (3) 
36 it's fair to get written account back 

from continent (6) 

37 Cold Imperial says yes (3) 
40 Pleasant experience? Organisation 

'as a thousand! (6) 
43 Changed car loses nothing in river (7) 
44 So irrational, mixed up before facto (4) 
45 See 7 
47 Over five hundred off a pound 

change (4) 
48 Almost used up possible uses of fills (6,5) 
52 Regardless of which article gets yes (3) 
54 A vessel reversed above... (4) 
56 ...a rod - keep out! (3) 
57 Six footer in strobe effect (3) 
58 Hesitate hearing of ancient city (2) 
59 Girl and ox muddled in the Spring (7) 
60 Exercise right first to rub vigorously 

and to disconcert (7) 
62 Back note for short man (2) 
63 Septic ooze takes nothing away from 

work (3) 
64 Debbie gets backwards cot (3) 
66 Writer in a thousand (3) 
67 Garden in protected enclave (4) 
69 Loud noises held lad in suspense (4) 
71 Drat! Queen ordered merchant! (6) 
72 Fred took you, we hear, to psychiatrist (5) 

Down 

2 So one hundred is back (3) 
3 Heron muddled in river (5) 
4 Record nothing before Church era (5) 
5 Teach locomotive (5) 
6 Odd start to poem ends with a point (3) 
7 Sloppy kiss loses direction on this 

slope (3) 
8 Commoner receives hot bird (8) 
9 It isn't the case it sounds all tied up (3) 
10 Again loans are issues (8) 
13 Tow large concealed bird (3) 
14 Ordered letters from sacred river 

before a flutter (8) 
15 Is property south of Cayman? (7) 
17 Drum valve (3) 
18 Breakdown service bend when con

fused (3) 
19 Changing course highly charged? (11,7) 
20 Police raids ruin game (9) 
23 Art includes eulogy, very quietly eat

ing strange flavour? (5,6) 
24 Make out near? (4) 
26 Models of cars pile up (8) 
28 Out back, as a Geordie might say as 

well (3) 

Mystery prize 

As Waterstone's have decided that £10 
a week is just too much for their oh-so-
delicately-balanced budget, Felix has 
decided to sposor its own crossword. The 
first correct entry pulled out of the not-
so-virtual hat will receive a mystery prize 
(almost certainly a pair of film tickets) 

Entries mus t be r e ce i ved be fo re 

W e d n e s d a y 21 Apr i l . If y o u want 

to post entries p lease send them to 

Crossword Competition 

Felix 

Belt Q u a d 

Prince Consort Road 

London SW7 2BB 

32 Sack old woman (3) 
33 A ship's fool (3) 
35 Not even a chance? (4) 
38 Shout the old lines |4) 
39 To value letters, do it before period (7) 
41 Mate mucked up on mountain (3) 
42 Board games dominate? (10) 
46 No time to wash old people (3) 
48 Charges passengers (5) 
49 Pay tribute to French greeting Eti-

enne (6) 
50 I went quickly to this place (4) 
51 Neighbours in street (2) 
53 Lad gets back Miss Derek for thug (5) 
55 Porridge maker didn't bowl rower (3) 
61 Run around pottery (3) 
65 Party act (2) 
66 Not out on the square (2) 
68 Greek goddess not hot then? (3) 
69 We hear princess was made to colour (3) 
70 Oxbridge chap gets back positive 

response (3) 
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M o s t o f t h e f o o d I've d i s c u s s e d in th is c o l u m n has 
b e e n pret ty s i m p l e in n a t u r e . C o m p l e x f a n c y f o o d is 
O K , b u t I'd m u c h r a the r e a t s o m e t h i n g b a s e d o n a 
s i m p l e c o m b i n a t i o n o f i n g r e d i e n t s tha t w o r k s rea l l y 
w e l l . T h e r e a re t i m e s , h o w e v e r w h e n f o o d tha t 
tas tes g o o d isn't e n o u g h . If p r e s e n t a t i o n is i m p o r 
tant , y o u n e e d a r e c i p e tha t ' s fa i l s a f e . W h e n y o u ' r e 
a i m i n g to i m p r e s s , it 's d i f f i cu l t t o g o w r o n g w i t h f i l o 
pastry . 

f i l o Pastry is pre t ty s im i l a r t o n o r m a l pastry , but 
ro l l ed real ly t h i n . It's so t h i n that it d r i e s o u t in a c o u 
p le o f m i n u t e s at r o o m t e m p e r a t u r e . A f t e r t e n m i n 
u tes in t h e o v e n t h e pas t ry g o e s c o m p l e t e l y br i t t l e , 
t u r n i n g a w o n d e r f u l g o l d e n b r o w n . It s e e m s tha t 
w h a t c o m e s ou t o f t h e o v e n n ea r l y a l w a y s l o o k s 
g rea t , h o w e v e r b a d l y t h e p r e p a r a t i o n s t a g e h a s 
g o n e . 

It's o f t e n r e c o m m e n d e d t o m a k e y o u r o w n f i l o 
pastry . I c a n s e e l i t t le p o i n t . T h e s t u f f c o m e s b o t h 
f r e sh a n d f r o z e n . E i ther w a y , it w o n ' t set y o u b a c k 
m o r e t h a n a p o u n d fo r a d o z e n s h e e t s . 

Spinach and feta cheese parcels 

(Serves 6) 
This r e c i p e is b a s e d o n a c l a s s i c L e b a n e s e c o m b i 
n a t i o n : s p i n a c h a n d f e t a c h e e s e . T h e p i n e k e r n e l s 
c a n b e r e p l a c e d w i t h c a s h e w n u t s , w h i c h a r e s i g 
n i f i c an t l y c h e a p e r a n d t a s t e q u i t e s im i l a r . The re ' s a 
lot o f s p i n a c h but it w i l l w i l t v e r y qu i ck l y , s i gn i f i c an t l y 

r e d u c i n g in v o l u m e . Fresh s p i n a c h c an be subs t i t u t ed 
fo r t i n n e d . In m y o p i n i o n th is is o n e o c c a s i o n w h e n 
y o u d o n e e d to pay fo r t h e f r e sh stuf f . If y o u m u s t 
u s e t ins , you ' l l n e e d t w o . 

Cooks 
Corner 

1 b o x o f Fi lo Pastry ( a b o u t 12 s h e e t s ) 
3 0 0 g Fe ta C h e e s e 
2 0 0 g P ine K e r n e l s 
1 M e d i u m O n i o n 
4 0 0 g Fresh S p i n a c h 
But ter 

M e l t t h e bu t te r in t h e l a rges t p a n y o u c an f i n d , 
t h e n a d d t h e nuts a n d c h o p p e d o n i o n . C o o k s l o w l y 
unt i l t h e o n i o n is so f t , bu t n o t b r o w n . W a s h t h e 
s p i n a c h , t h e n a d d to t h e p a n . Tu rn t h e m i x t u r e t ho r 
o u g h l y t o coa t t h e s p i n a c h in t h e but te r , a n d c o n 
t i n u e t o c o o k very s l o w l y fo r a c o u p l e o f m i n u t e s . 

Cut t h e f e t a i n to c u b e s o f a b o u t a c e n t i m e t r e 
s q u a r e . W h e n t h e s p i n a c h m i x t u r e h a s r e d u c e d to a 
q u a r t e r o f t h e u n c o o k e d v o l u m e , a d d t h e f e t a . 

M e l t a b o u t 5 0 g but te r in a sma l l p a n . M e a n w h i l e , 
s e p a r a t e t h e c o o k e d f i l l i ng in to six e q u a l p o r t i o n s o n 
a c h o p p i n g b o a r d . O p e n t h e p a c k o f f i lo pastry so 
that y o u c an ge t s h e e t s o u t qu i ck l y , bu t k e e p it cov 
e r e d in s o m e w a y (a d a m p t e a t o w e l is g o o d ) t o pre 
v e n t t h e past ry d r y i n g u p . 

Take t w o s h e e t s o f pas t ry o u t at a t i m e . A r r a n g e 
t h e m o n t o p o f e a c h o t h e r , o f f s e t by 45 d e g r e e s , 
s u c h that t h e y f o r m a star s h a p e . Put a p o r t i o n o f f i l l 
i n g in t h e m i d d l e , t h e n f o l d u p t h e e d g e s . St ick t h e 
t o p t o g e t h e r w i t h a l i t t le m e l t e d bu t te r , t h e n p l a ce 
t h e f i n i s h e d p a r c e l s o n a w e l l g r e a s e d b a k i n g tray. 

Put t h e tray in t h e o v e n , t h e n c o o k fo r a b o u t 10 
m i n s at a b o u t 200 d e g r e e s C e l s i u s , or gas m a r k 
f i ve . Se rve ho t , w i t h a c r i sp s a l a d . 

Yes, It's a cartoon tin of spinach. 
Well what would you have put In 
this space? 

Thought for the Day 
The New Indie 

F i rst ly, I m u s t a p o l o g i s e f o r t h e 
rather d i s j o i n t e d n a t u r e o f m y last 
l i terary s a c r i f i c e . At f irst I t h o u g h t 

that n a u g h t y M r S e x t o n h a d b e e n t a m 
p e r i n g w i t h m y c i g a r e t t e s a g a i n , bu t I 
th ink I just hadn ' t r e c o v e r e d su f f i c i en t l y 
f r o m t h e h i g h j i nks o f o u r party . A c t u 
ally, I s u s p e c t that s o m e o n e h i j a c k e d 
m y M a l b o r o L ights o n that o c c a s i o n as 
w e l l . 

A h yes , t h e par ty . T h o s e o f y o u 
w h o w e r e t h e r e m i g h t r e m e m b e r 
s o m e o f it. O u r n e i g h b o u r s m o s t cer 
ta in ly will,- t h e m u s i c d i d n ' t s t o p fo r 
s e v e n h o u r s . That w i l l t e a c h t h e m to 
u n d e r t a k e a m b i t i o u s h o m e i m p r o v e 
m e n t s at t e n o ' c l o c k o n a S u n d a y 
m o r n i n g . But s e v e n h o u r s o f t u n e s 
m e a n s j u s t ' o n e th ing . . . d r e a d e d d a n c e . 
It m e a n s t h r e e d e c k s , f o u r DJs... h o u s e 
m u s i c all n i g h t l o n g . [Say wha t ? ] 

D a n c e m u s i c . It's al l a l o a d o f t oss , 
Isn't it? E v e r y b o d y k n o w s that s t u d e n t s 
s h o u l d l i s ten t o i n d i e : u n p r e t e n t i o u s , 
wo rk ing-c l a s s l ads p l a y i n g c h e a p g u i 
tars in s o m e o n e ' s g a r a g e , a n d p r e s s 
i n g t o v iny l in s o m e o n e ' s a t t i c . T h e 
on l y r e c o r d s w o r t h b u y i n g a r e o n t iny , 
i n d e p e n d e n t l a b e l s , s o s m a l l a n d 
n u m e r o u s tha t o n l y S t e v e L a m a c q 
k n o w s t h e m a l l . D a n c e , o n t h e o t h e r 

h a n d , is al l m a n u f a c 
t u r e d . It's all a b o u t Wh ig-
f i e l d a n d Sash ! , a n d o n l y 
e n j o y e d by t w e l v e yea r o l d gir ls ( and 
t h e i r m o t h e r s ) . It's a r ich k id ' s pu rsu i t . 
al l a b o u t c l u b b i n g in 
vastly over-expens ive , 
e c l e c t i c , e c c e n t r i c 
c l o t h i n g , o n a m p h e t 
a m i n e s a n d t h e i r 
m a n y c o l o u r f u l der i v 
a t i ves . It's f u n n y , but 
w h e n I c a m e to 
Imper i a l C o l l e g e , y o u 
w o u l d n ' t h a v e b e e n 
a b l e t o c o n v i n c e m e 
o t h e r w i s e , n o m a t t e r 
h o w m u c h A p h e x 
T w i n y o u p l a y e d m e . 

T i m e s h a v e 
c h a n g e d , m y f r i e n d s . 
Cast y o u r m i n d b a c k 
to t h e h e y d a y o f Brlt-
p o p ; 1994, T h e Year 
W h e n The Gu i t a r W a s 
G o d , w h e n t h e s e e d s 
o f d e a t h w e r e 
a l r e a d y b e i n g s o w n . 
T h e gu i ta r b a n d s w e r e s h o o t i n g t h e m 
se l v e s In t h e f o o t by s i g n i n g t o ma jo r 

s t r e a m p o p , a n d Mor r i s-
All Campbell sey d i s a p p e a r e d in to h i d 

i n g , l e a v i n g b e h i n d o n l y 
a b u n c h o f y e l l o w d a f f o d i l s a n d a 
m e l o d r a m a t i c n o t e . 

At t h e s a m e 
I t i m e , t h e p h e n o m e -
I n o n o f t h e w r i t e a b l e 

C D r e a r e d its v e r y 
u s e f u l h e a d . N o w , 
i n d i e a r t i s t s c o u l d 
d r o p the i r s even- inch 
s i n g l e s t o t h e f l o o r 
a n d p r o d u c e c h e a p 
d e m o s o n C D , a c c e s 
s ib le to e v e r y o n e . But 
t h e d a n c e a r t i s t s 
c o u l d n ' t d o th i s . W h y 
not ? H a v e y o u e v e r 
t r i ed s c r a t c h i n g w i t h 
CDs? H o w i r o n i c that 
t h e t r a d i t i o n a l m a i n 
stay o f u n d e r g r o u n d 
g u i t a r s h o u l d b e 
a d o p t e d by p r e t e n -

You c an have the gui tar , but the t i ous d a n c e w a n k e r s ; 
d e c k s a n d fags a re m i n e , lo-fi, lo-tech, o n e s tep 

r e m o v e d f r o m E d i 
s o n ' s w a x c y l i nde r : t h e b l a c k p l as t i c 
c o i n . P r e t e n t i o u s ? S l i ng it, m a t e . 

l a b e l s . C l a s s i c i n d i e b e c a m e m a i n - So t h e r e y o u h a v e it. T h e f a c e o f 

u n d e r g r o u n d m u s i c h a s b e e n g i v e n a 
p e r m a n e n t n o s e j o b . B l a s p h e m o u s this 
m a y b e , bu t h e r e it c o m e s : d a n c e is 
t h e n e w i n d i e . T h e r e c o r d l abe l s a re 
truly i n d e p e n d e n t , t ru ly s m a l l , a n d truly 
n u m e r o u s . Bea t s c o m m u n i c a t e s u b 
c o n s c i o u s l y , s u b l i m i n a l l y - e v e n trib-
al ly. T h e gu i t a r s h a v e r e t r e a t e d u n d e r 
a s t o n e ; t h e y w i l l b e b a c k in a n o t h e r 
f o r m , as a lways , a n d it w i l l b e g e n 
u i n e l y b r i l l i an t w h e n t h e y a r e : 

A s fo r me . . . w e l l , I s p e n t f i ve years 
l e a r n i n g t h e gu i ta r , a n d n o w I c an play 
rea l l y w e l l . But I d o n ' t . T h e gu i ta r sits 
t h e r e , n e g l e c t e d , g a t h e r i n g dus t f r o m 
t h e p o l l u t e d B a t t e r s e a a t m o s p h e r e . 
T h e d e c k s , o n t h e o t h e r h a n d , have 
p r i d e o f p l a c e o n m y desk . . . W h e n I 
w a s f o u r t e e n , I w o u l d have sho t myse l f 
if I h a d k n o w n w h a t I w o u l d b e l i s t en 
i n g t o t h e s e days . Pos i t i v a a n d H o o j 
C h o o n s a re f l a v o u r s o f t h e m o n t h . M y 
Sex P is to ls C D s g o u n p l a y e d . F rom my 
r o o m , a n d c o u n t l e s s o t h e r s t u d e n t 
b e d r o o m s a r o u n d t h e c o u n t r y , c o m e 
t h e s o u n d s o f b e a t s , m i x e s , cu ts , spin-
b a c k s , s c r a t c h i n g . . . O h , a n d I hea rd 
J o h n P e e l , t h e g r e a t p u n k r o c k e r h i m 
se l f , p l a y i n g s o m e t w e e k i n ' , t h u m p i n ' 
G e r m a n a c i d t e c h n o t h e o t h e r day. 

' N u f f s a i d . 
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Just what does the future hold? 
Ian Blackler examines attempts at social prediction using mathematical models, and comes to some sobering conclusions... 

The Club of Rome 

Mos t of us en joy te lev is ion s h o w s such as Star Trek, a n d 
many of us share the i r U top ian v i e w o f t h e fu ture o f 
h u m a n society. But just h o w realist ic a re w e be ing? 

The Un i t ed Na t i ons ' P o p u l a t i o n D iv i s ion has just 
p roduced an a l a rm ing set o f w o r l d popu l a t i on statistics. 
What is m o r e , a c c o r d i n g to a g r o u p o f MIT researchers 
they s h o w that h u m a n soc ie ty is f o l l o w i n g a path to its 
o w n des t ruc t ion . 

The researchers w e r e first c o m m i s s i o n e d in t h e 
1960s, a n d aga in in the 1990s, by a s h a d o w y o r g a n i 
sa t ion k n o w n as "The C l u b o f R o m e " . M a d e up o f 
statesmen, bus iness leaders and polit icians, the society's 
interests lay in a subject t hey ca l l ed "The G l o b a l Prob-
lemat ique . " What t hey des i r ed w a s a sc ient i f ic , rat ional 
p red ic t ion o f the future o f m a n k i n d . 

The results o f the first s tudy w e r e p resen ted in 1972 
in the b o o k "The Limits to G r o w t h " , w h i c h b e c a m e a n 
instant best sel ler wor ld-w ide . Its c o n c l u s i o n s w e r e ter 
r i fy ing. Un less the re w e r e ma jo r c h a n g e s , h u m a n civi l 
isat ion w o u l d co l l apse b e f o r e the year 2100. 

The danger , they say, lies in the c o m b i n a t i o n o f sev
eral impor t an t fac tors . Firstly, t h e ear th has l im i t ed 
resources , a n d a l imi ted capac i ty to c o p e w i th h u m a n 
d e m a n d s . A l so , o n c e p e o p l e have b e c o m e awa re that 
they are a p p r o a c h i n g o n e o f the earth's limits, they take 
t ime to m a k e c h a n g e s to r e m e d y t h e s i tua t ion . 

A g o o d e x a m p l e o f this is the d i scove ry o f the h o l e 
in the o z o n e layer. W h e n t h e industr ia l v a lue o f CFCs 
was d i s cove red in the 1930s, u s a g e swift ly b e c a m e 
w i d e s p r e a d , but n o o n e u n d e r s t o o d the potent ia l env i 
r o n m e n t a l impac t . T h e d a n g e r s w e r e even tua l l y n o t e d 
in 1974, but the ' M o n t r e a l P ro toco l ' to l imit wor ld-w ide 
CFC p r o d u c t i o n w a s not rat i f ied unti l 1984. 

The other part o f the p r o b l e m s t e m s f r o m the p h e 
n o m e n o n o f e x p o n e n t i a l g r o w t h . This h a p p e n s w h e n 
s o m e t h i n g d e v e l o p s in s u c h a w a y that t h e m o r e the re 
is, the qu icker it g rows , l ike t h e m o n e y In you r b a n k 

a c coun t . M a n y aspec ts o f h u m a n civ i l isat ion a p p e a r to 
be g r o w i n g exponent ia l l y , s u c h as p o p u l a t i o n , c o n 
s u m p t i o n o f raw mater ia ls a n d e n e r g y r equ i r emen t s . 

Hopeful ly , w e shou ld have plenty o f w a r n i n g be fo re 
a n y t h i n g major g o e s w r o n g . T e c h n o l o g y is a d v a n c i n g 
rapidly, l e ad ing to better po l lu t ion m o n i t o r i n g systems, 
for e x a m p l e . 

In r e s p o n s e to these a r g u m e n t s , the researchers 
p r e s e n t e d a n o l d F r ench r idd le for s c h o o l c h i l d r e n 
r ega rd ing exponen t i a l g r o w t h : 

" Suppose y o u o w n a p o n d , o n w h i c h a wa te r lily is 
g r o w i n g . The lily plant d o u b l e s in s ize every day. If the 
plant w e r e a l l o w e d to g r o w u n c h e c k e d , it w o u l d cover 
the p o n d comp le te l y in 30 days, comp le te l y c h o k i n g o f f 
all o the r f o r m s o f l ife in the water . For a l o n g t ime t h e 
lily plant s e e m s smal l , so y o u dec i de not to worry a b o u t 
it unti l it covers half the p o n d . O n wha t day wil l that be? 

O n the twenty-ninth day. You have just o n e day to 
act to save your p o n d . " 

It w o u l d a p p e a r f r o m t h e t e a m ' s r e sea r ch that 
h u m a n i t y is o n the "twenty-ninth day", a n d that a rad i 
cal c h a n g e in behav iour is necessary to avo id a total co l 
lapse. T e c h n o l o g y is not e n o u g h . 

Modelling with System Dynamics 

The c o m p u t e r m o d e l s w e r e built up us ing a b ranch 
o f m a t h e m a t i c s ca l led 'System Dynamics ' . U s e d in 
m a k i n g s tock market pred ic t ions a n d e c o n o m i c fore 
casts, it has swift ly b e c o m e a powe r fu l too l in the bus i 
ness w o r l d . 

The mode l l i ng works essentially of the basis of f e e d 
back loops . These c o m e in t w o d i f fe rent forms,- pos i 
t ive a n d negat i ve . Posit ive f e e d b a c k l o o p s e n c o u r a g e 
a c h a n g e in the sys tem (like the lily, t he b igger it is, the 
faster it grows) , w h e r e a s negat ive f e e d b a c k l oops t end 
to o p p o s e c h a n g e in the system, fo rc ing it back to a cer
ta in va lue . 

Population Growth 
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System d y n a m i c s c o m b i n e s t hese l o o p s to m a k e 
incred ib ly soph i s t i ca ted m o d e l s that have great pre
d ic t ive qual i t ies . 

Obv i ous l y a s s u m p t i o n s had to be m a d e . For e x a m 
ple, there is no d i f f e rence in the p r o g r a m b e t w e e n fish 
stocks and oil reserves. The d i f f e rence b e t w e e n the two 
in predict ive terms is qui te clear. Fish stocks can recover 
( though obv ious ly if you kill all the f ish, they aren't g o i n g 
to c o m e back) , whi ls t o i l reserves can't (at least not on 
t h e t ime sca les w e are in te res ted in). 

The p red i c t i ons m a d e by t h e g r o u p w e r e never 
expec t ed to be quant i tat ive. It w o u l d be arrogant in the 
ext reme to a s sume that a p rog ram that uses genera l ised 
pa ramete rs , such as ' resources ' , a n d a s s u m e s that the 
ent i re p o p u l a t i o n o f the p lanet l ives in equal i ty cou ld 
tell y o u your ch i ld ren 's a ve rage life expec tancy . What 
y o u can rely o n , say the t e a m , are t h e gene ra l t rends 
s h o w n by t h e s imu l a t i on . 

W h e n they w e r e c o m m i s s i o n e d to repeat their 
w o r k in 1992, the t e a m w a s ab l e to set abou t the task 
with n e w Information and use m o r e comp lex mode l l i ng . 

What they f o u n d w a s a s t o u n d i n g . They say that 
h u m a n i t y w a s not just a p p r o a c h i n g the l imits of sus-
tainabi l i ty , it h ad e x c e e d e d t h e m in m a n y ways . H o w 
ever, fur ther m o d e l l i n g revea l ed that this d o e s not 
necessa r i l y m e a n i n e s c a p a b l e d o o m . What it d o e s 
s e e m to m e a n , howeve r , is that t h e l onge r w e take to 
mod i f y our behav iour towards a susta inab le society, the 
l ower our qual i ty o f life wi l l b e o n c e w e attain it. 

A c c o r d i n g to the U N P o p u l a t i o n Div is ion 's report, 
howeve r , there is as yet n o s ign o f a dec l i ne in the rate 
of popu la t i on g rowth . In fact, they th ink that the growth 
is not just e x p o n e n t i a l , but ' super-exponent ia l ' . 

W e can all h o p e that the researchers are w r o n g , but 
this s e e m s unlikely, s ince their m o d e l is based u p o n very 
s i m p l e , f u n d a m e n t a l p r e m i s e s . A l s o , t h e t e a m 
a t t e m p t e d to reso lve the p r o b l e m s that they f o r e saw 
by postu la t ing m o r e and m o r e lud icrous ly opt imist ic sit
ua t ions . They invar iably f a i l ed . 

Wha t c an w e d o to prevent this dis 
aster? We l l , t he researchers sugges t a 
harsh but s imp le so lu t ion ; cease all forms 
of g r o w t h . This d o e s not m e a n s tagna 
t i on , s i n ce t e c h n o l o g i c a l d e v e l o p m e n t 
can still c o n t i n u e , but the earth canno t 
to lera te the strains i m p o s e d by a p o p u 
l a t ion e x p l o s i o n , c o u p l e d w i t h our 
e x t r e m e prof l igacy . 

It may wel l be that the t ime for indul 
g e n c e is past. 

Further Reading 

On the Report: 
" Beyond the Limits", 
M e a d o w s , M e a d o w s & Randers , 
Earthscan Pub l i ca t ions Ltd 

On The Club of Rome: 
"The H u m a n Qual i ty" , 
A u r e l i o Pecce i , 
P e r g a m o n Press 
Popu l a t i on Statistics: 

(Populations before 1750 and after 1998 are projections) http://www.popin.Org/pop/1998/ 

http://www.popin.Org/pop/1
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T h e very b e s t in i n v e s t i g a t i v e j o u r n a l i s m , s a t i r i c a l c o m m e n t a r y and c h o c o l a t e t a s t i n g - cs*wne*fs: 

TKC ft 

Two weeks ago a top team of pro 
f essional chocoholics assembled 
in the Felix Office to criti
cally judge sixteen of this 
year's finest offerings 
from the country's 
leading confectioners. 
Braving nausea and 

Easfer £33 Gui<te 
massive weight gain, these dedicated individuals have recorded 

their thoughts and comments for your benefit. Here are 
their controversial findings... 

c r i c k e t ba l l , 
and was smashed by He lena f i r s t 
ball. O h , we were meant to eat it...? 
T h r e e t o b l e r o n e b a r s i n c l u d e d , 
which proved useful as aids to fo re-
play. 

packaging i t se l f d isplays images o f CSM'JW'JGh'fS! 
psychede l i c d rug use. 

Telef ubbies (1) 
Price: wp 

flu In i t i a l r e a c t i o n s r a n g e d 
V f r o m " t a s t e d b e t t e r dog 

* poo" to t h e more conc i l i a 
t o r y " choco l a t e O K - unti l it h i t s 
your tongue" . T h e conclus ion was 
t h a t t h e a f t e r - t a s t e r e s e m b l e d 
soap - less Imper ia l L e a t h e r , mo re 
Sa insbury economy. I t comes with 
a handfu l o f j e l l ybab ies - t h e only 
reason f o r any s co re . 

Suitable f sr: 

Abso lu te l y no one. T o buy th i s f o r 
anyone old enough to actual ly ea t it 
would be more insult ing than s h o v 
ing your T V in t h e i r s t o m a c h . 

Rugraf s (z) 
Price: wp 

cs*»ii*)e»i'fs: 

O n c e again t h e vul-
'IHL c a n i s e d r u b b e r 

c h o c o l a t e has b e e n 
supplemented with some jel ly beans 
composed o f polyf i l la . Don ' t know 
why it got any marks a t a l l , real ly. 

Suifable for: 

Possibly usefu l as ra t poison, but 
certainly not f o r human consumption. 

Samsbur/seggsfe) 
Price: wp 

cswiwiettfs: 

T h e s e s i x meas l y 
eggs a r e qui te pos 
s ib ly made o f s t ee l . 

T h e i r ins ides could be ed ib le , if 
t h e y d idn ' t look l ike someone with 
d ia r rhoea had been involved in the i r 
p roduc t ion . 

Suifable for: 

Anyone who likes sugary goo, or is 
s h o r t o f ammunit ion f o r t h e i r c a t 
apult . 

frjMer Egg 00 
Price: is?p 

coMWiettfs : 

Wm. T h e suga ry-mi l ky 
t a s t e o f K inde r is 
d e f i n i t e l y p r e s e n t . 

I t a lso comes with t h r e e yel low 
b o x e s o f unknown pu rpose . T h e 
t o y s we re p r e d i c t a b l y smal l and 
twa t t y , a l though Gnat Chum took a 
remarkab l y long t ime over t h e t e n 
p iece j igsaw puzz le . 

Suifable f sr: 

Kids who like K inder choco 
la te , d rug dea l e r s s h o r t 
o f sma l l c o n t a i n e r s 
and biology s t u d e n t s . 

CHeuirfs (s) 
Price: wp 

cgnnmeft'ts: 

" I I I 'Wh 
T h e dark chocolate 's 
m o r e b i t t e r t h a n 
Te t l e y ' s , s imi lar t o 

what you f i n d in cheap C h r i s t m a s 
coins. O r perhaps it's jus t too adult 
a t a s t e f o r us. T h e Chewi ts c o n 
t a ined with in br ing back beaut i fu l 
memor ies o f school t u ck shops.. . 

Suifable for: 

Cousins in t h e i r twent i es who have 
f o r g o t t e n t h e t a s t e o f Chewi t s , or 
people who like p i c tu res o f p r e g 
nant r e p t i l e s on c o n f e c t i o n e r y 
wrapping. 

East er friefrfs (O 
Price: wp 

cStt jHienfs : 

'III V: 
A n a r r angemen t o f 
d e c e p t i v e l y smal l 
mammals cove red in 

t oo m u c h c o c o a . D e f i n i t e l y no t 
" cu te and cuddly " - more 

'evil and s t i cky " . T h e 
a f t e r t a s t e has a 
coconut t inge to it, 

not a pleasant 
one. 

Suifable for: 

Your t en i l leg i t imate ch i ld ren when 
you ' re f e e l i ng excess i ve l y st ingy. 
A n y ch i ld wi th a f asc ina t i on f o r 
animals will know it is t h e thought 
t h a t coun ts , not t h e choco la te . 

Qualify Sfreef C7) 
Price: zwp 

cswjwiefi'fs: 
T h e egg t a s t e s sus 
p ic ious ly o f s o l i d i 
f i e d N u t e l l a , w i th 

m o r e nuts t h a n a squ i r r e l cou ld 
handle. The re ' s a miserable quantity 
o f choco l a t e s ins ide, but t h e y a re 
Q u a l i t y S t r e e t . You would have 
t h o u g h t they 'd learnt by now 
t h a t no one l ikes c o f f e e 
c reams . 

Suifable for: 

Say ing ' thank you not f 
v e r y much ' in a r u d e i 
m a n n e r , f e e d i n g t h e 1 

squirre ls in H y d e Park, and 
playing f o o t b a l l . 

TR»^a$Ta^k£^tefe) 
Price: wp 

cowjHiefifs: 

A t a s t e l e s s but at 
eas t not unpleasant 

egg , su r round ing a 

co l lec t ion o f passab le je l l y- th in-
gies. Perhaps too san i t i s ed f o r t h e 
adu l t p a l e t t e , c aus ing s e v e r a l 
j u d g e s t o make use o f C o c k n e y 
rhyming s lang (Thomas t h e Tank , 
Blank). 

Suifable c?r: 

Nephews and Ra i l t rack emp loyees 
eve rywhere . N i c e and cheap too . 

Price: 22?p 

conn*jenfs: 

T h e c l a s s i c 
egg f o r t h e 
younger g e n 

erat ion. I n t e r e s t i n g fo i l , a large 
egg wi th sub t l e unde r t o nes 

o f mint , and a d e c e n t s u p 
ply o f smar t ies . On ly two 

: compla ints ; not enough 
| b lue ones ( a re t h e r e 
I ever?), and s o m e d a n 

g e r o u s l y b a d j o k e s on 
t h e s ide o f t h e box. 

Suifable f?r: 

A n y o n e u n d e r twe l v e , a n d 
f r i e n d s h o n e s t enough to 
admit they ' re stil l a kid really 

Suifable for: 

A mum (who l ikes t ob l e rone , obv i 
ously) who has t h r e e ch i l d r en , t h e 
D O C tr io who live down the hall, t he 
Ho ly Tr in i ty . . . what e l se comes in 
t h r e e s ? 

(^<fcur/sMfty(«) 
Price: ztffp 

coi*)i*jettfs: 

I'* ~ 
T h e d a i r y milk c h o c o l a t e makes 
th i s r o tund r a b b i t t a s t e smoo th 
and silky. Best sucked a t both ends, 
th i s bunny goes like a diese l loco 
mot ive . W h y is hollow wr i t t en so 
large on t h e box? Wou ld 
you rea l ly be e x p e c t e d 
to eat a jftk #•> 
so l id J® " * 
one? 

Suifable for: 

Ch i ld ren old enough to te l l t h e d i f 
f e r e n c e b e t w e e n c h o c o l a t e and 
mouthwash, and people with strange 
f e t i s h e s . 

gujjggs (iz) 
Price: is?p 

coitjwiew'fs: 

Tgblergfte do) H i 
Price: <wp 

loft \pt Vlk 

* mil*0*-

A n o t h e r d iary milk c lass ic , th i s 
egg s imply r ipp les with youth-
t f u l promise . T h e expe r i ence 
I is strangely not as ful f i l ing as 

it was ten years ago, though. 
T h e j okes on t h e back a re 
f * * * i n g a w f u l , whi le t h e 

Suifable for: 

Dia ry milk f a n s who a r e too s e n s i 
ble to be given a bunny. A real b a r 
gain and wor th cons ider ing if you 
have numerous social obl igat ions a t 
E a s t e r t ime. 

Guyliaft Cis) 
Price: </wp 

coMn*je*ifs: 

A t t r a c t i v e packag ing houses an 
e x q u i s i t e e g g , w h e r e i n may be 
found a small co l l ec t ion o f shel ls-
shaped chocc ies . Be warned , how
ever ; it fa l ls s h o r t o f t h e Guyl ian 
choco l a t e box. 

Suifable for: 

Someone who you would usually buy 
a r t y c h o c o l a t e s f o r , bu t who 
requ i res t h e seasonal e t i q u e t t e o f 
being p resented with a hollow ovoid. 

cacfcur/sMartieft/) 
Price: swp 

cowi*jettfs: 

Al l hail and worsh ip t h e two 
coloured egg! Don't be f o o l e d , how
ever - t he marble e f f e c t is only skin 
deep . T h e egg has a d i s t i n c t i v e 
burn t ches tnu t t a s t e on t h e back 
o f t h e tongue, while t h e two ' M a r 
ble' ba r s t h a t you ge t a r e more 
unashamedly nut ty . 

Suifable for: 

Wou ld be p e r f e c t f o r a nut-
loving g i r l f r i e n d , bu t t h e 
q u a n t i t y o f c h o c o l a t e is 
o f f ens i v e l y large. Good f o r 
eat ing t o g e t h e r in bed . 

EfW (15) 
Price: vwp 

l l j f f 

R i ch , da rk , and s m o o t h , with more 
mint than t h e Bank o f England. Cool 
fo i l to go wi th t h e cool t a s t e . You 
ge t a whole box o f t h e wa f e r th in 
mints , but don't t r y and eat ha l f o f 
t h e m a t once... 

Suifable for: 

A connoiseur , t h e kind o f person 
you give b randy to a t Chr i s tmas . 
T h e r ec ip i en t o f th i s egg , like t h e 
choco l a t e i t se l f , shou ld be c o n s i d 
e rab l y r i c h e r than you. 

Galaxy Gcafrf Egg fe) 
Price: ?wp 

coi*)Hie«'fs: 

H i 

S i lk ie r t han S i lky t h e s i lkworm in a 
shel l su i t , th i s egg is a sil ly s ize . 
S t r a n g e l y enough, it doesn ' t qui te 
t a s t e l ike choco l a t e never t a s t e d 
b e f o r e . I t s bas ic sell ing points are ; 
1) I t is B IG . 2) T h e Ga laxy Bar you 
g e t w i th i t is V E R Y B I G . 3) I t 
comes in a b r i e f c a s e s i z e d box. 

Suifable fsr: 

N o one person should be p resen ted 
with th i s egg , unless you regular ly 
say "you are a f a t bas t a rd " to them. 
Su i t ab le f o r a f l a t o f dopeheads in 
need o f megamunchies . 

A l l pho to s by W i l l L o r e n z 

T e x t by e v e r y o n e 

Disclaimer 
F e l i x a c c e p t s a b s o l u t e l y no r e s p o n s i 

b i l i t y f o r any m i s g u i d e d p u r c h a s e s , 

o f f e n d e d g i r l f r i e n d s o r r e l a t i v e s , i r a t e 

bank m a n a g e r s , nausea , o r any 

* o t h e r i l lness o r m i s f o r t u n e 

\ ^ r e s u l t i n g f r o m r e a d i n g 

" L- • \ t h i s guide. I t ' s all bo l 

locks . W e j u s t f an-

T f c I Happy E a s t e r . 
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Pleasantville * * 
Starring : Tobey Maguire, Jeff Daniels, Joan Allen, William H Macy, J T Walsh, Reese Witherspoon 
Director: Gary Ross 

In the words of Rolf Harris, 'Can you tell what It Is yet?" 

You cou ld s u m up Pleasantvi l le in six 
words : n ice idea , s h a m e a b o u t the 
m o v i e . H o w e v e r , a ha l f-page 

rev iew requires that I exp la in w h y for t h e 
next 400 words , so... 

Pleasantvllle is Happy Days m e e t s 
The Truman Show •. a san i t i sed , bot t led 
look at fifties life, g i ven a neat Truman-
e s q u e slant by i n se r t i ng t w o n ine t i e s 
t eenagers into its clean-living w o r l d - a n d 
a l though it might s o u n d dec ided ly silly o n 
paper, the magica l j ou rney o f M a g u i r e 
and W i the r spoon into their TV isn't really 
the p r o b l e m . The real c h e e s e (and w e ' r e 
talking Harrods sti lton here) lies in their 
s u b s e q u e n t ac t i ons . Y o u s ee , wh i l s t 
M a g u i r e is a geeky , TV o b s e s s e d freak, 
w h o ' s entirely happy wi th a black & wh i t e 
existence, W i t h e r s p o o n is a flirty, o u t g o 
ing nineties-child, w h o takes advantage of 
every break she gets. So b e f o r e a n y o n e 
realises what 's g o i n g on , the town ' s teens 
have d i s c o v e r e d sex. A n d s l ow l y start 
m o v i n g into co lour . 

The true cl iche t hen arrives in the bat
tles w h i c h b e g i n b e t w e e n the t e e n s a n d 
the adults - or the c o l o u r e d s a n d non-
co loureds , as the m o v i e insists o n ca l l ing 
t h e m . O h dear, t w o c l iches for the pr ice 

o f o n e . But, as if that wasn ' t e n o u g h , 
there are s o m e b izza re s cenes o f mass 
book-burn ing w h i c h a rc try ing so hard to 
b e s ymbo l i c that it hurts. Mo reove r , by 
m a n a g i n g to tie in every class, race or 

g e n d e r s t rugg le of the fifties, d i rector 
Ross treats n o n e o f t h e m w i th a n y 
respect . 

That sa id, howeve r , it's not all bad . 
M a c y a n d A l l en turn in g o o d pe r fo r 

m a n c e s (as ever) as the t eenagers t rou 
b led parents - a n d Jeff Danie ls is curi 
ous ly off-beat as the o w n e r of the town ' s 
malt s h o p (like any stereotypical fifties 
t o w n , eve ryone b e t w e e n the ages o f 12 
and 20 h a n g s out dr ink ing mi lkshakes 
and ea t ing cheeseburgers ) . Mos t impres
sive o f al l , h o w e v e r , are s o m e o f the 
effects . Ross and his c inematographe r , 
J ohn f ind ley , w o r k w i th spec ia l effects to 
s h o w a black-and-white wor ld in w h i c h 
s o m e t h i n g s a n d a f e w p e o p l e b e g i n 
sw i t ch ing to co lour , p r o d u c i n g changes 
w h i c h a re so del icate ly d o n e that you 
hardly not i ce they ' re there - w h i c h is a 
s h a m e cons ide r ing that Pleasantville actu
ally conta ins m o r e ef fects shots than any 
prev ious m o v i e . 

N o n e t h e l e s s , y o u can ' t he l p but 
laugh at the movie , rather than with it. The 
at tempts at satire a n d social c o m m e n t a r y 
fall flat, largely b e c a u s e the issues that 
w e r e r isque in the fifties no longer inter
est or fasc inate a c i n e m a a u d i e n c e . The 
real sadness , howeve r , lies in the fact 
that you c o m e away a lmost 1 0 0 % certain 
that this story could have b e e n m a d e 
into a g o o d f i lm.. .a real s h a m e . O 

Dave 

American History x * * * * 
Starring : Edward Norton, Edward Furlong, Beverly D'Angelo, Jennifer Lien, Avery Brooks, Elliott Gould 
Director: Tony Kaye 

No t w i t h s t a n d i n g t h e yea r- l ong 
b e h i n d - t h e - s c e n e s f e u d that 
resu l ted in the j e t t i s o n i n g o f 

c i n e m a t o g r a p h e r / d l r e c t o r T o n y Kaye 
f r o m his o w n project , American History 
X e m e r g e s as o n e o f t h e year 's f e w 
g e n u i n e l y p rovoca t i v e w o r k s - Impres 
s ive e n o u g h t o c o u n t e r b a l a n c e its n a g 
g i n g w e a k n e s s e s . H o w e v e r , t h a n k s to 
Kaye's f i r ing d u r i n g e d i t i n g , it's ha rd t o 
k n o w w h o m to b l a m e for the f i lm 's 
c h o p p i n e s s , its mix ture o f rage a n d 
sent imenta l i ty , or t h e s t r i dency o f s o m e 
o f the a c t i ng . 

Kaye, a Brit w h o shoo t s the f i lm w i th 
fami l ia r M T V - p i z a z z ( low-ang le sho t s , 
p r e t e n t o u s s l o-mo , s o m e b lack-and-
wh i te scenes ) , m a d e his n a m e d i r ec t i ng 
TV c o m m e r c i a l s in t u r o p e . What ' s not 
clear is the p roduc t o n sa le he re - Dav id 
M c K e n n a ' s scr ip t is e i t h e r c u n n i n g l y 
a m b i g u o u s or despe ra t e l y m u d d l e d . In 
racially to rn V e n i c e Beach the neo-Naz i s 
are pathet i c lowl l fes , c r y ing ou t for our 
c o n t e m p t . Yet m u c h o f t h e f i lm 's vio-

ma^^^^sm..,A ,̂ Mffff,,̂  °„ mats® „, 
An easy week for the spot-the-Neo-NazI contest. 

l e n ce is c o m m i t t e d by blacks; mos t o f 
t h e v i c t ims are w h i t e . 

H o w e v e r , t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n o f 
Edward N o r t o n - the very m o d e l o f a 

m o d e r n neo-Naz i , w i th a swas t i ka tat
t o o e d o n his left p e c a n d a g a u d y l ine 
in a b u s e - ar ives as a cons tan t r e m i n d e r 
o f w h a t s t e reo t ype w e ' r e really l o o k i n g 

at. Whi le N o r t o n s i m m e r s in jail for kil l ing 
t w o b l a c k m a l e f a c t o r s , h is d o t i n g 
y o u n g e r b ro the r (Fur long) gets t h e evil 
m e s s a g e . H e wr i tes a pape r o n M e i n 
Kampf , shaves his h e a d a n d b e c o m e s a 
g o o d little Hit ler y o u t h . 

T h e n N o r t o n ge ts out o f pr i son a n d 
tries to f i nd a n e w d i rec t ion for h imse l f 
a n d Fur long , a n d w e start to see the rea
sons b e h i n d his rac i sm. H e b l a m e s his 
father's dea th on a laundry list o f far-right 
targets, fa te r w e learn it wasn ' t just his 
father 's d e a t h that s h a p e d h i m , but his 
father 's d i n n e r t ab le conve r sa t i on - but 
this e l e m e n t f ee l s t a cked o n , a n d the 
m o v i e never conv inc ing l y charts Derek 's 
path to race ha t r ed . 

T h e m o r a l is s i m p l e - you ' v e got to 
be t augh t to hate . But it's put across 
w i t h o u t b e i n g f o r c e d d o w n your throat, 
a n d m a k e s for a g o o d a n d p o w e r f u l 
f i lm , w h o s e on l y f l aw is to a t t empt to 
cover t o o m u c h g r o u n d in far t o o little 
t ime .Q 

Todd. 
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The Rugrats Movie * * * 
Starring : Elizabeth Daily, Christine Cavanaugh, Kath Soucie, Melanie Chartoff 
Director• Igor Kovalyov & Norton Virgien 

Th e s tap le d ie t o f Sa tu rday m o r n 
ing TV for t h e last f i ve or six yea rs , 
Rugrats m u s t t ake a l a rge s l i ce o f 

respons ib i l i t y for t h e rise to f a m e o f 
Z o e Bal l . ( A l o n g s i d e he r fa ther , o b v i 
ously) . So, l ike a n y o t h e r g o o d , p o p u 
lar, cult TV s h o w , it's c lear ly r ipe for a 
t rans i t ion to c e l l u l o i d . Right? 

Thankfu l l y , t h e a n s w e r is yes . Put 
mos t s i m p l y , if y o u l ike Rugrats t h e 
ser i es , t h e n y o u ' l l l i ke Rugrats t h e 
m o v i e . It p lays a l m o s t exac t l y l ike a 
s tandard e p i s o d e , eas i l y e x p a n d e d t o 
six t i m e s it 's n o r m a l l e n g t h v i a s o m e 
g o o d w r i t i n g a n d j u d i c i o u s u se o f a 
ser ies o f c l i f f-hang ing set p i e c e s - m a n y 
of w h i c h c o m e f r o m t h e s t anda rd set o f 
f i lm take-offs, i n c l u d i n g Indiana Jones, 
The Fugitive a n d 2001. 

For t h e u n i n i t i a t e d , a q u i c k r e c a p : 
the Rugrats in q u e s t i o n are b a b i e s a n d 
todd le r s w h o c an ta lk t o e a c h o t h e r -
even if t hey can ' t c o m m u n i c a t e w i t h 
the i r p a r e n t s . L e a d i n g th i s b u n c h is 
T o m m y P ick les , a n a d v e n t u r o u s one-
year-old. A l s o o n b o a r d is t h e n e r v o u s 
C h u c k i e F inster , a g e 2; 15-mon th t w i n s 
Phil a n d Lil D e V i l l e ; a n d T o m m y ' s 
spo i l ed 3-year-old c o u s i n , A n g e l i c a Pick-

Not sweet by any stretch of the Imagination. 

les - t h e o n l y o n e w h o can ta lk to t h e 
g r o w n u p s . Into t h e g r o u p c o m e s baby 
Dy lan (or Dil) P ickles, T o m m y ' s n e w a n d 
( in T o m m y ' s m i n d ) u n w a n t e d l i t t le 
b ro the r . 

The g a n g d e c i d e to return Dil to the 
"hop-s ick le " w h e r e his pa ren t s got h i m . 
So t h e y l o a d up t h e i r l i z a r d - s h a p e d 
b u g g y a n d s n e a k a w a y f r o m t h e 
g r o w n u p s . S o o n , t h o u g h , t h e k ids 

b e c o m e lost in t h e w o o d s , a n d the i r 
real a d v e n t u r e s b e g i n . 

OK , so it's a kids f i l m , but d o n ' t let 
that put y o u of f . W h e n t h e r e v i s i o n 
ge t s t o o m u c h , or t h e c r ies o f l itt le 
b ro the r s or s isters b e c o m e t o o l o u d , 
e s c a p e t o c h i l d h o o d , a n d r e m e m b e r 
h o w m u c h f u n it w a s w h e n e v e r y t h i n g 
a lways w o r k e d ou t for t h e best .Q 

Chris 

Win tickets to Waking Ned with the 

KENSINGTON 
If the advance w o r d is to b e be l i e ved , 
then Waking Ned p r o m i s e s to be this 
year 's Four Weddings or Full Monty (at 
least until Notting Hill, wh i ch is literally the 
next Four Weddings). Thanks to the ever-
g e n e r o u s p e o p l e at t h e O d e o n Kens 
ing ton , y o u can w i n o n e o f t e n pairs o f 
tickets to s ee this t o p Brit-flick, by answer 
ing this susp ic ious l y hard q u e s t i o n : 

Wha t m o v i e l inks stars f r o m Four 
Weddings a n d The Full Montyl 

Email your answers to f l lm.fe l ix@lc.ac.uk 
before Thursday e ven ing . Sorry abou t the 
short not ice, but I n e e d to b e ab le to c o n 
tact the p r i zew inners be fo re Easter. The 
first ten n a m e s out of the virtual hat wil l 
w in a pair o f t ickets. 

The w i n n e r s o f i ssue 1139 's Sp r ing 
Clearout compe t i t i on were : 

D lnesh Ganesara jah 
T h o m a s Laurie 

Keith Hall 
H e l e n P o r t i n g 

Ben Mar t in 

Wel l d o n e to all o f you for correctly i den 
t ifying that Jack N i cho l son {Batman), D e n 
nis Hopper (Waterworld), and Peter Fonda 
(Escape from La) all starred in Easy Rider. 
Specia l praise to D inesh w h o spot ted a 
s e c o n d (and even m o r e obscure ) link, in 
the s h a p e of Mars Attacks (Pam Grier, 
Jack N i c h o l s o n &Jack Black). P lease d rop 
into the Telix of f ice ASAP to collect your 
mystery pr ize. 

Payback ( M a r c h 26) is a M e l G i b s o n 
ac t i one r that has b e e n a very l o n g t ime 
in the w o r k s . M e l plays a n t i h e t o Porter, 
a m a n o u t for r e v e n g e o n h is doub le-
c r o s s i n g par tner , in u n d o u b t e d l y the 
da rkes t a n d m o s t v i o l e n t m a i n s t r e a m 
a c t i o n m o v i e o f r e cen t y ea r s . . .On a 
happ ie r , l ighter n o t e , Mightyjoe Young 
( M a r c h 26) b o r r o w s l ibera l ly f r o m King 
Kong to p r o d u c e a storv o f a girl a n d 
her go r i l l a . It's p i c k e d u p s o m e g o o d 
r e v i e w s , a n d t h e CGI is a p p a r e n t l y 
a m a z i n g , s o it c o u i d b e w e l l w o r t h a 
look . Bes ides , it 's got C h a r l i z e T h e r o n 
in n.Plunkett & Macleane (Apr i l 2) 
l o o k s to c o m b i n e all tha t ' s best a b o u t 
B r i t i sh c i n e m a , in o n e n e a t l v c o n 
strue t ed p a c k a g e , c o m b i n i n g costume? 
d r a m a , a c t i o n , b i g l a u g h s a n d Liv lyler. 
If it 's as g o o d a s t h e trai ler sugges t s , 
t h e n it ' l l b e a n a b s o l u t e m u s t . . . t h e 
m o n t h l y d o s e o f t e e n hor ro r c o m e s in 
the s h a p e o f The Faculty (Apr i l 9). It's 
w r i t t e n by K e v i n W i l l i a m s o n a n d 
d i r e c t e d by Rober t R o d r i g u e z , so G o d 
k n o w s w h a t t o e x p e c t - apart f r o m a 
m a s s i v e b o d y c o u n t a n d lots o f girls in 
t ight tops . . . . and if that w a s n ' t e n o u g h , 
W i l l i a m s o n ' s b u s y t ypewr i t e r b r i ngs us 
/ Still Know What You Did Last Summer 
(April 30) just th ree w e e k s later. A really 
silly t it le, a scr ipt of t h e s a m e ca l ibre as 
/ know What You Did a n d a d e c i d e d l y 
d o d g y cast ( Jenni fer L o v e Hewi t t a n d . 
er. B r andy ou t o f B r andy & M o n i c a ) 
s u g g e s t t h e r e ' s n o t m u c h to get 
exc i t ed abou t . . . on the other h a n d , peo 
p le h a v e b e e n g e t t i n g exc i t ed a b o u t 
8mm (Apr i l 23) ever s i n c e the project 
w a s a n n o u n c e d . C o m b i n i n g N ick Cage , 
A n d r e w K e v i n W a l k e r ( w h o w r o t e 
Seven) a n d Joel S c h u m a k e r , it s h o u l d 
n't b e a b l e to fai l - a l t h o u g h a story of 
s n u f f m o v i e s a n d hard-core p o r n is 
hard ly g o i n g t o b e o n e to g o a n d s ee 
w i t h you r m u m . . . a n d for ent i re ly dif
fe rent reasons , ne i ther is TheWaterboy 
(Apri l 30), t h a n k s to the k i nd Of wall-to-
wa l l , l a m e b r a i n , i d i o t i c c o m e d y that 
s e e m s to b e so m u c h In v o g u e at the 
m o m e n t . L ike it o r l o a t h e it, it's m a d e 
a f o r t u n e in t h e States, a n d c a t a p u l t e d 
A d a m S a n d l e r i n t o t h e r e a l m s of 
m e g a s t a r d o m . . . o n a m o r e in te l l ec tua l 
( r ead l o w b u d g e t ) " l e v e l , Cods And 
Monsters ( M a r c h 26) h a s w o n mass i ve 
cr i t ica l c l a i m for its por t raya l o f the life 
o f d i r e c t o r J a m e s W h a l e - a n d has 
p i c k e d u p a n O s c a r n o m i n a t i o n for 
star Ian M c k e l l e n . . . a cast o f t h e hottest 
o f hot y o u n g t h i n g s c o m e t o g e t h e r 
for t e n s e d r a m a Return To Paradise 
(Apri l 16), w h e r i n A n n e H e c h e tr ies to 
save her b o y f r i e n d ' s life by p e r s u a d i n g 
t w o of h is f r i ends to g o to Ma l a y s i a and 
p l e a d g u i l t y to d r u g s c h a r g e s , . and 
f inal ly , just to m a k e su r e y o u ' v e all got 
the d a t e f i rm l y f i x e d In you r m i n d (and 
y o u r d ia r ies ) , d o n ' t f o rge t that the re ' s 
n o w less t h a n f ou r m o n t h s left unti l the 
r e l e a s e of Star Wars .- The Phantom 
Menace (July 19). H a p p y Faster, 

mailto:fllm.felix@lc.ac.uk
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Singles 
Single of the Week 

Faithless 

'Bring My Family Back' 
(Cheeky) 

Fa i th less c o n t i n u e the i r a m a z i n g 
p rogress b o t h na t i ona l l y a n d i n t e r n a 
tionally w i th their 3rd s ing le re lease f r o m 
the UK G o l d a l b u m 'Sunday 8 p m ' . This 
s ingle , 'Br ing M y Family Back' is 
a d o w n b e a t t rack w i t h dark , 
m o o d dr i ven lyrics a n d d e e p 
bass l ines. Very d e e p a n d very 
mean ing fu l , s h o w i n g that Faith
less don ' t a lways p r o d u c e 
t h u m p i n g d a n c e t racks . T h e 
other m ixes ava i lab le are c o m 
pletely d i f ferent to the or ig ina l . 
The Paul Van Dyk Remix is a 
power fu l p rogress i ve m i x - v e r y 
fast, ha rd bass l ines o f h i g h 
quality. The Jan Driver M i x is 
bo r i ng whi ls t the Rol lo a n d Sis
ter Bliss M ix is a d e e p dance ver
s ion . All in all a s u p e r b s ing le . 
Out on 12/4/99 
• • • • • 

HardfloorVsYello 
Vicious Games' 
(Platlpus) 

This s i ng l e is a f u s i o n o f 
two c lose ly re lated m u s i c eras. 
The m o d e r n "dance m u s i c e n 
v o g u e " c o m i n g f r o m Ftardfloor, 
the o lder , 80's v e r s i on , f r o m Yel lo . The 
result ing co l l abora t ion is a fantast ic elec-
t ropop s ing le w i th a very catchy t u n e o n 
top o f a great beat . The or ig ina l v e r s i on 
was re leased in 1985 a n d w a s a b i g suc 
cess. Or ig ina l l y a n e l e c t r o p o p track, w i th 
the he lp o f Ftardfloor a n d thei r b r a n d o f 
t e c h n o t h e s i n g l e has a c h a n c e t o 
b e c o m e a truly great s ing le . 
• • • • 

Another Level 
'Be Alone No More' 

An excel lent track d o i n g the bus iness 
in the R&B clubs at the m o m e n t . Ano the r 
Level are re-releasing this, their debu t s in
gle w i th a d d e d lyrics f r o m Jay-Z. The s in 
gle also features another ta lked about cut 
'Girl What Y o u W a n n a Do ' w h i c h f e a 

tures Sho l a A m a - a n d aga in , b ig in the 
R&B c lubs. Great s ingle and wor th check
i ng out , espec ia l l y if y o u like your R&B. 
• • • • 

Beverley Knight 
'Made It Back' 
(Parlophone) 

U p b e a t t rack that sits n i ce l y in 
b e t w e e n h o u s e a n d garage . The tune 
isn't the most m e m o r a b l e I've ever heard, 
but at the s a m e t i m e it certa inly isn't 
o f f ens i ve in any way. The p r o d u c t i o n is 

e a r n e d cash is th ree qual i ty tracks, all 
o o z i n g w i th funk a n d a little bit of sou l . 
This LP gives y o u g roovy beats in mul t i 
tudes , s imu l t aneous l y k e e p i n g y o u inter
e s t e d , wh i l s t stil l b e i n g ch i l l ed-out 
e n o u g h to relax to . If y o u wan t an i dea 
o f w h e r e s o m e of this mus i c may surface 
t hen visit the Ec lec t ron ica r o o m at Turn-
mills. It is there w h e r e you wil l , o f course , 
f ind t unes as diverse and as in t r igu ing as 
this set. 
Out 12/4/99 
• • • • 

s m o o t h , the voca ls are catchy a n d the 
t e m p o is lively e n o u g h for this to be 
u s e d o n any g a r a g e / d e e p h o u s e d a n c e 
f loor . 
Out 22/4/99 

Danny Rose 
'Bread Into Stones EP' 
(Hard Hands) 

D a n n y Rose? N o w I u s e d to k n o w a 
really sad O x f o r d DJ ca l led the s a m e . 
Surely it can't be h i m ! A n d I'd be very sur
p r i sed if it was , for t w o very g o o d rea
sons , firstly this is not in the sl ightest bit 
cheesy , a n d s e c o n d l y it is g o o d ( s o m e 
t h i n g that m y o ld f r i end D a n n y sad ly 
wasn ' t ) . W h a t y o u get for you r ha rd 

Boys - Just another day at the multi-storey 

D-Bop 
'One Hand C l a p p i n g ' 
(Fluff Records) 

What can I say a b o u t this? Wel l , a lot 
actually. This t u n c c a m e to m c just at the 
right t ime. It's exactly the sort o f stuff that 
John "00" F l e m i n g (a current favour i te ) 
w o u l d play in o n e o f his bui ld-up p a c k e d 
sets. ' O n e H a n d C l a p p i n g ' has every 
t h i n g that you wan t in an upl i f t ing h o u s e 
track - a hea l thy beat, bui ld-ups, break
d o w n s , a great synth m e l o d y , a bit o f 
cheesy samp led vocals, and two s tunn ing 
mixes o n the o n e vinyl . M y first c h o i c e 
w o u l d be the ' jon the Dent ist M ix ' , but 
the 'Sunrise M ix 1 o n the A-sidc a l so cuts 
t h e m u s t a r d . H a p p y , up-beat h o u s e 

m u s i c w i th a great e d g e to it. M o s t def 
initely a top d o g . G o out a n d buy this and 
y o u won ' t b e d i s a p p o i n t e d . 
Out on 12/4/99 
• • • • • 

Morgan Reno 
'When America's Wildest Animals Res
cue Cops 7 EP' 
(Offshoot Records) 

A n o t h e r s tup id ly t it led LP f r om M o r 
gan Reno , this o n e de l i ve r ing y o u three 
t racks that c an o n l y be d e s c r i b e d as 

'fil lers.' They are the d a n c e s in 
g le ve r s i ons o f the album-fi l ler 
tracks that res ign s o m e LPs to 
med ioc r i t y . Wha t t hese tracks 
are , a n d s h o u l d pretty m u c h 
on ly be u s e d for is as a set of 
l o o p s a n d beats that DJs can 
play a r o u n d w i th whi ls t c o n 
s t ruc t ing a set. W h e n u s e d for 
this p u r p o s e I have no prob 
l ems w i th the i r ex i s tence , but I 
w o u l d n ' t g o out a n d buy the 
reco rd b e c a u s e o f the tunes 
or m e l o d i e s o n it. O n e o f the 
tracks is e ven ca l led ' Chugg in ' , 
s o that s h o u l d g ive y o u a c lue 
a b o u t h o w this p i e ce o f h o u s e 
s o u n d s l ike. O n l y b u y if y o u 
are a very g o o d asp i r ing DJ. 

| Out 12/4/99 

Incognito 
I I 'Nights Over Egypt (Remixes)' 

(Talkln' Loud) 
carpark 

S t a n d a r d h o u s e a n d g a r a g e 
remixes o f the Incogn i to re lease that I 
r e v i e w e d a f e w w e e k s back. This set o f 
tracks isn't really a m a r k e d i m p r o v e m e n t 
or set back f r o m the or ig ina l re lease . In 
fact, t he tracks are a bit o n the ave rage 
s ide , apart f r o m the MJ Co l e D u b , w h i c h 
w o u l d fit s e a m l e s s l y in to any f u n k y 
ga r age set. 

111 
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Albums 
A l b u m of the Week 

John Avery 

'Once I Had It All, Now I Just Have Every
thing' 
(Liquid Records) 

S o m e a l b u m s a re w e i r d a n d no t 
w o n d e r f u l . In fact , m o s t o f t h e s e so 
cal led ' expe r imen ta l ' a l b u m s are a l oad 
of bo l locks a n d a was t e o f m o n e y . But 
this a l b u m by J ohn Avery is w e i r d , w o n 
derful and o f h i g h qual i ty - it's a very 
'Future S o u n d o f L o n d o n ' t ype a l b u m . 
There are tracks w h i c h s o u n d like they 
should be o n the soundt rack o f s o m e sci-
fi mov ie such as ' O p t i m o City' whi ls t o t h 
ers are m o r e f unky a n d d o w n b e a t such 
as the title track. Yet still, t racks s u c h as 
'Bl ipvert ' a n d 'The N i g h t t h e Ra in 
S t o p p e d ' a re e c l e c t i c . It's a f an t a s t i c 

a l b u m , f u s i n g m a n y d i f f e ren t s o u n d s 
a n d c ross ing m a n y genres , s o m e t i m e s 
c r e a t i n g a h a u n t i n g a t m o s p h e r e a n d 
s o m e t i m e s a down-beat ch i l l ed s o u n d , 
a n d y o u don ' t k n o w wha t the next track 
w i l l s o u n d l ike m a k i n g it very u n p r e 
d ic tab le . All the tracks have b e e n writ 
t en , p e r f o r m e d a n d p r o d u c e d by J ohn 
Avery a n d he's t aken t i m e to p r o d u c e a 
qual i ty a l b u m . It's g o o d to s ee (or rather 
hear) s o m e o n e t ak ing t ime to p r o d u c e 
g o o d qual i ty expe r imen ta l s o u n d s w i t h 
out m a k i n g a twat o f t hemse l ves . 
• • • • • 

Flex 13 
'Paint My Legs' 
(Liquid Records) 

S imi la r to t h e J o h n Ave ry a l b u m 
w h i c h is not surpr i s ing s ince it's a lso on 
L iqu id Records . A g a i n , a very exper i 
m e n t a l a l b u m w i th a range o f mus i c , 
f r o m down-beat a n d funky to industr ia l 
a n d ec lec t i c such as ' Bu rn ing Arms ' , a n d 

in the case o f ' Sch izophrenic Lover' a j azz 
track w i th a hint of count ry m u s i c whi ls t 
'Give M e Wings ' p rov ides a s l o w g r o o v e 
t une . Mus i ca l l y very o p e n m i n d e d a n d 
very expe r imen ta l , it is d i f fe rent to the 
Avery a l b u m , but doesn ' t have the s a m e 
e d g e . Wor th l i s ten ing to at the record 
store b e f o r e buy ing , t h o u g h I prefer the 
J ohn Avery a l b u m . S t range but g o o d . 
• • • • 

Vengaboys 
The Party Album' 

Everyone 's hea rd their first t w o s in 
gles 'Up and D o w n ' and 'We like to Party'. 
C h e e s y a n d irritating d a n c e s ing les that 
t e e n a g e r s up a n d d o w n the c o u n t r y 
b o u g h t a n d sent the f u c k i n g th ings to 
the t o p o f the nat iona l charts. N o w the 
V e n g a b o y s inflict their a l b u m o n us. The 
rather sadly titled T h e Party A l b u m ' is, sur
pr ise surpr ise, c o m p l e t e a n d utter crap. 
All t he tunes s o u n d exact ly the s a m e 
a n d it w o u l d be a brave p e r s o n w h o 

m a n a g e d to l isten to the w h o l e th ing 
f r o m start to f in i sh . Very c o m m e r c i a l , 
ve ry Eu ro-house , ve r y t e e n y - b o p p e r 
s o u n d i n g - I'm sure y o u get the p ic ture . 
I g u e s s if s o m e o n e out the re l ikes the 
V e n g a b o y s t h e n c h e c k the a l b u m out, 
o the rw i se a vo id l ike the p l ague . 
• 

A l b u m s by G u r m 

Catalogue Records Special 
Avla 
'Avia EP' 
(Catalogue) 

This is a n o t h e r a l b u m f r o m a t o p 
F r enchman , Pierre Av ia . That part o f t h e 
w o r l d has real ly b e e n g e t t i n g it's act 
toge the r recent ly . This EP c o m b i n e s t h e 
best e l e m e n t s o f s o m e truly chi l led-out 
j azz and s o m e great breakbeats t oo . The 
first track has b e e n d e s c r i b e d as "f loaty 
house " -1 a m not qu i t e su re w h a t that 
m e a n s but it certa inly had m e ch i l l i ng . 
Great j azz beats a n d tr ippy keyboards o n 
this o n e . 

'Rebir th ' is next, w i th m o r e of the 
s a m e b l i ssed out keyboa rds a n d a great 
s a m p l e w i th a g u y re la t ing his ills to the 
w o r l d , w h e n s u d d e n l y a great Afr ican-
style beat w h i p s in . It really gave m e a 
start the first t i m e I p l a yed it! The d r u m 
m e r o n this track, artif icial or not, is very 
sk i l l ed . A s s o o n as the d r u m s j u m p in, 
t h e y j u m p out , to be rep laced by s o m e 
funky guitar a c t i on , t h e n they all c o m e 
back toge the r . Not fast e n o u g h for m c , 
but a g o o d track for c h i l l i n g ou t to 
n o n e t h e l e s s . 

The next track 'Exil Exit' has s o m e 
n i ce Ne i l A r m s t r o n g s a m p l e s a n d m o r e 

great d r u m breaks. As 
far as I a m c o n c e r n e d 
any s o n g w h i c h uses 
s p a c e y s a m p l e s ge t s 
the t h u m b s up ! 

The f inal t une on 
th is g rea t EP is 
'F lash/Flashback' - this 
little tyke m a n a g e d to 
c o n v i n c e m e that m y 
C D player had b r o k e n . 
You see it starts w i th a 
c u n n i n g l o o p of t h u n 
der a n d a p i a n o s a m p l e -1 w a s sure the 
it w a s t r ashed . But sure e n o u g h after a 
w h i l e a w i c k e d jung l i sh beat s lams in. All 
in all a great EP for ch i l l i ng w i t h . G o o d 
w o r k Pierre! 
O u t Apr i l 1999 
• • • • 

T e l e p o p m u s i k 
T e l e p o p m u s i k EP' 
(Cata logue) 

A n o t h e r b u n c h o f Par is ians m a d e 
this EP - a trio of p roduce r s m a k i n g their 
C a t a l o g u e r e co rds d e b u t . T h e s e g u y s 
mus t have p i cked up a c h u r c h o r g a n o n 
the c h e a p or s o m e t h i n g , b e c a u s e i l is 
f ea tu red heavi ly in th is EP, a n d to great 
ef fect admi t ted ly . 

Track one , 'An Ordinary Life' starts off 
w i th a scary s a m p l e f r o m s o m e b o o k 
w h i c h I can't qu i te r e m e m b e r . It's qu i t e 
dark - w i th great Indian d r u m s h e l p i n g to 
set the m o o d . It bui lds up to a c r e s c e n d o 
o f beats a n d then breaks out into b o o m -

' i n g o r g a n . Groovy . 
Next up is ' S o m e t h i n g A b o u t G.A.' 

Starts of f w i th s o m e guy, w h o appears to 

c a t a l o g u e 
be hav ing a very we i rd conversa t ion wi th 
a n i n f o r m a t i o n l ine ope ra to r for s o m e 
t h i n g ca l l ed G.A. - w e never f ind out 
w h a t this i l lusive G.A. is. Still, w h o cares 
- w i th bea ts as large as this the conver 
sa t ion doesn ' t matter . It all g o e s very 
m e n t a l very qu i ck l y w i th rap id d r u m s 
a n d s o m e w i e r d little girl s amp les . Nuts. 

M o v i n g o n t o ' S o m e t h i n g Else (G.A. 
Remix ) ' th is is a n Ind ian twist o n an 
a l ready funky t u n c . Great pe r cuss ion -
a n d that i n sane little girl aga in . I th ink I 
prefer the remix to the or ig ina l - it's a lit
tle bit m o r e up beat a n d chee ry and 
there is n o t h i n g w r o n g w i th that, n o w is 
there? 

A n d f inal ly. . .with Track 4 'A Life Less 
O r d i n a r y (Remix ) ' t he bea t s just get 
faster. Very P rod igy s o u n d i n g this o n e -
w i th s i rens, c h o p p e d beats , a n d 808s. 
W i c k e d . M o r e g o o d w o r k f r om Ihe c o n 
t inent . 
Out May 1999 

* • • • P 

C a t a l o g u e Records Spec ia l by Joel 
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BLUR 

Kevin the cockerel with a few of his less famous 
mates: Dave, Alex Graham and that other bloke. 

T h ink Beat les, th ink creativity. O f the current 
British mus i ca l heavyweights , i t is Oas i s that 
have b e e n the most blatant in c h a m p i o n i n g 

t h e Fab Four, yet the i r last t w o a l b u m s possess t h e 
inven t i veness o f tired-pub-rockers,- m a k i n g m u s i c in a 
style ak in to pa in t ing by n u m b e r s . It is Blur w h o have 
cons i s t en t l y o u t s h o n e the i r pee r s in t h e ec lec t i c 
s takes; if the re is o n e b a n d that represents the spirit o f 
The Beat les, it's Blur. 

The a l b u m starts w i th Tender, w h i c h you ' v e ail 
hea rd - it e v en got playl isted o n Radio 2! This sets t h e 
subtext for the a l b u m , n a m e l y D a m o n ' s break-up w i th 
Jus t ine F r i s c h m a n n . O v e r dex t rous b l ueg ra s s gui tar 
D a m o n p r e a c h e s t h e up l i f t i ng a n t h e m ' C o m e O n ! 
C o m e O n I Ge t t h r o u g h it / Love's the greatest t h i n g / 
I'm w a i t i n g for that f e e l i n g to c o m e ' . In contrast , 
penu l t imate track No Distance Left To Run f inds D a m o n 
at his mos t emo t i ona l l y w r o u g h t - 'It's over, I k n e w it 
w o u l d e n d this w a y /1 h o p e you ' re w i th s o m e o n e w h o 
m a k e s y o u fee l this life is t h e life / W h o sett les d o w n , 
stays a r o u n d , s p e n d s m o r e t ime w i th y o u / I've got n o 
d i s tance left to r u n ' - if you ' ve hea rd m o r e p r o f o u n d , 
heartfe l t lyrics you ' r e m i s t aken . 

In b e t w e e n these t w o s o n g s th ings get ser ious ly 
w e i r d a n d ser ious ly brave. G o n e are the soc ia l c o m 
menta r i e s o f Modern Life Is Rubbish, Parklife a n d The 
Great Escape; n o w h e r e are the re to be f o u n d i m m e 
diate pop-gems like Badheadand Chemical World. The 
a l b u m m o v e s o n f r o m w h a t the i r e p o n y m o u s f i f th 

a l b u m started; amb i t i ous , all b e it f l awed , c o s m i c mus i c 
o f raw e m o t i o n . Stand-out t racks 7992, Battle, Caramel 
a n d Trimm Trabb c o n v e y o v e r t o n e s o f fa i l ed love over 
son i c s o u n d s c a p e s w i th start l ing e m p a t h y - 'But don ' t 
y o u fee l l ow , I w a s b e i n g ugly / You loved m y b e d , y o u 
got t h e o ther i n s t ead ' - 'That's just t h e w a y it is /1 s l eep 
a l o n e , I s l e ep a l o n e ' 

Yet s u c h is Blur 's w a n t , In fur ia t ing th row-away 
thrashy p u n k a n d n e e d l e s s ins t rumenta l s p e p p e r the 
a l b u m , d i m i n i s h i n g t h e e m o t i o n a l p u n c h w i th f inal 
track Optigan I all but des t roy ing the gravitas of No Dis
tance Left To Run. 

Still, a truly r e m a r k a b l e m ixed-up , m u d d l e d - u p 
record It is a n d divest o f a f e w s o n g s it m a y o f b e e n 
the m a s t e r p i e c e Blur u n d o u b t e d l y h o p e d it to be . It's 
not quite the last great p o p s ta tement o f the m i l l enn ium 
but it is the f inal p i e c e o f e v i d e n c e in p rov i ng Blur to 
be the c o n t e m p o r a r y Brit ish b a n d . Can t h e rest ma t ch 
t hem? I d o u b t It. ESI 

Chris 

HURRICANE #1 
Only The Strongest Will Survive 

W ith the rise o f N o r m a n C o o k 
a n d f r i ends in 1998, t h e m u s i c 
industry s a w big-beat su r f ace 

as the n e w t rue f a ce o f Br i tpop. W i th a 
m o r e upbea t h a p p y s o u n d , party t u n e s 
such as Brimful ofAsha a n d Rockafella 
Skank shot to the n u m b e r o n e spot . 
Whi le the f a m o u s batt le o f Blur a n d 
Oas is f a d e d in the m e m o r y , it s e e m e d 
that h a p p i n e s s w a s t h e s o u n d in 
d e m a n d a n d m a y b e it w a s t i m e for 
s o m e o f the o l d B r i tpoppers t o h a n g up 
their hats. 

1999, h o w e v e r , is t h e yea r t h e o l d 
Br i tpoppers h o p e to hit back. This year 
there have b e e n a l b u m re leases f r o m 
G e n e [Felix 1138], The S t e r e o p h o n i e s 
[Felix 1138], Blur [This Issue] a n d n o w 
Hurr icane #1. So h o w are the old-boys 
g o i n g to fair? Wel l w i th a f e w n e w tricks, 
they shou ldn ' t d o t o o badly . Blur t o o k a 
tip f r om Sp i r i tua l ized a n d i n t r o d u c e d a 
choir on Tender, a n d not l o o k i n g to be 
o u t d o n e Hur r i cane #1 en l i s t ed t h e he lp 
o f Unk l e f r o n t m a n J ames Lavel le o n t h e 
tit le t rack o f t h e a l b u m Only the 
Strongest will Survive. W i th a n array o f 
strings a n d a classically Unk l e d r u m track 
the t u n e p r o d u c e d is H u r r i c a n e #1's 
f inest to date . There is h o w e v e r a p r o b 

l e m - i t s e e m s as if this w a s the only trick 
u p t h e s l eeve o f Hur r i cane #1, a n d as 
s u c h the rest o f the a l b u m d o e s little to 
impress . 

W i th a s o u n d m o r e appropr i a t e to a 
f e w year ' s back, a n d a n u m b e r o f s o n g s 
not s o u n d i n g un l ike t h o s e o f songwr i te r 
A n d y Be l l ' s p r e v i o u s b a n d R ide , t h e 
a l b u m is m o r e t h a n d i s a p p o i n t i n g . 
Rather t h a n b u i l d i n g o n f o u n d a t i o n s . 
Hur r i cane #1 appea r to have sett led wi th 
t h e m and have fal len at the hurdle w h i c h 
is t h e s e c o n d a l b u m . There are a f e w 
m o m e n t s o f br i l l i ance o n t h e a l b u m , 
but n o n e o f t hese are sus ta ined for l o n g 
e n o u g h or proper ly built u p o n to warrant 
a s o n g ' s s e c o n d l isten. 

So Only the Strongest will Survive is 
a n a l b u m that is def in i te ly m o r e w e a k 
than s t rong , a n d if on ly the s t rongest d o 
surv ive, t h e n l ook out for a n ob i tuary o n 
Hur r i c ane #1 s o m e t i m e s o o n . 131 

James 

WHISTLER 
Whistler 

O kay, so the p h o t o s o f the th ree 
m e m b e r s o f the b a n d m a k e 
t h e m look d e r a n g e d , re ta rded 

a n d psychot i c in that order , but let 's 
g loss over the fact that w e ' r e l i s ten ing 
to a b u n c h o f ou tpa t i en ts f r o m B e d l a m 
a n d c o n c e n t r a t e o n t h e mus i c . 

I no f f ens i v e is t h e first w o r d that 
sp r ings to m i n d . Bo r i ng is the s e c o n d -
all t he songs s o u n d the same . The vocals 
are p leasant in a soft Engl ish rose k ind 
o f w a y a n d w h i l e the w h o l e a l b u m is in 
the 'p leasant ' ve in it d o e s n ' t m o v e y o u 
or p rovoke a r e sponse . N o o n e is g o i n g 
to desp i se Whist ler w i th a pass ion ak in 
to that w h i c h I have for Ce l i ne D i o n or 
M i c h a e l Bo l t on , a n d t h e on l y p e o p l e 
w h o ' l l harp o n a b o u t this a re t h o s e that 
still get a b u z z if they stay up past e l e ven 
o ' c lock a n d swear . You cou ld a lmost for 
get it's there . I m e a n if y o u w a n t e d to , 
y o u c o u l d (wisely ,in m y o p i n i o n ) sw i t ch 
it o f f a n d see if a n y o n e no t i ces - a great 
g a m e for part ies, I'm sure you ' l l ag ree . 

Actual ly , scratch t h e p leasant a n d 
a m b i g u o u s bit. I've l is tened to it e n o u g h 
t i m e s n o w to c o m e to s o m e c o n c l u 
sions. It's dirge -1 really haven't got a c lue 
wha t their a im was in m a k i n g this a l b u m 
but it certainly wasn ' t to enterta in a n y o n e 

w i th half a b ra in . Sure, all their mates 
d o w n at t h e institute'H love it but that 's 
d u e to the ever-present fact that it's a 
total no-brainer. For God ' s sake, what sort 
o f a p e r s o n p e n s t h e lyric 'Emily I wan t 
y o u to be u n h a p p y , b e u n h a p p y Emily'? 
It d o e s ge l w i th all the other horr id ly 
depress ing songs o n the CD, t h o u g h . O n 
t h e s e c o n d l i s ten I c o u l d n ' t d e c i d e 
w h e t h e r to h a n g myself , slit m y wrists, 
take a f e w t o o m a n y p a r a c e t a m o l or 
cap myse l f a la Kurt C o b a i n . That 's all a 
little harsh - in the e n d I d e c i d e d that sui 
c ide w a s t o o excess i ve , so I w e n t to lec
tures ins tead . C I 

Christian 
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LI AM HOWLETT 
Prodigy Presents the Dirtchamber Sessions Volume One £ 

'Excuse me mate, you haven't got a 
spare flrestarter, 'ave ya? 

I i am Howle t t is the brains b e h i n d this mix a l b u m , 

L a n d t h o u g h at first it appea r s b izarre that o n e of 
the Prodigy 's m e m b e r s has d e c i d e d to mix a 

t ruck load o f his ' favour i te ' tracks, it really is n o dif fer
ent f r o m a r e c o g n i s e d Dj's re lease . So d o e s this a l b u m 
g ive all t h o s e Prod igy fans out there a c lue to their 
i n f l uences a n d inspirat ions? The answe r Is a straight
f o rwa rd yes . L iam has e v e n Inc luded the track that pro 
v i d e d t h e m w i th the concep t for Smack My Bitch Up, 
a n d if y o u d idn ' t k n o w already, it's the U l t r amagne t i c 
M c ' s Kool Keith Housing Things. 

There are n ine tracks in total a n d w i th in e a c h o n e 
y o u are t aken o n a j o u r n e y t h r o u g h a mix of over f ive 
s o n g s , a n d L iam's m i x i n g skills are top no t ch . N o c o m 
pla ints there . H e has b e e n a busy b loke over the last 
f e w years a n d no o f f e n c e i n t e n d e d but his age d o e s 
s h o w o n his c h o i c e o f tracks. There ' s a w i d e sp read o f 
musical styles, rang ing f r om early '80s 'o ld skoo l ' scratch
ing w i th the likes o f the U l t ramagnet i c M C ' s classic Give 
The Drummer Some to the present day w i th Pr imal 
S c ream 's exce l lent Kowalski. L iam a lso de lves fur ther 
back into the past w i th o f fe r ings f r o m the Sex Pistols 
w i th New York and further guitar based tracks are f loat
i ng a r o u n d i n c l u d i n g The Char la tans ' How High a n d 
Jane 's Add i c t i on ' s Been Caught Stealing. Never the less , 

t h e major i ty o f the record is b a s e d o n early hip-hop 
n u m b e r s such as The Beast ie Boys ' Time To Get It and 
JB's Blow Your Head. 

There is such a d ive rse r ange o f mus i ca l tastes o n 
this a l b u m , a n d wi l l p robab l y a p p e a l to mos t open-
m i n d e d P rod igy fans , a n d for t h e real t ra inspotters it 
m a y e ven e n c o u r a g e p e o p l e to sea rch a r o u n d for o ld 
c o p i e s o f t h e s e tracks o n v iny l . 

The a l b u m title h ints at a f o l l o w up a l b u m , m a y b e 
a d i f ferent Prod igy m e m b e r migh t try their hands at the 
decks . Start q u e u i n g for the next o n e ! H 

Jason 

URBAN SPECIES 
Blanket| 

Urban Species - it's where It's 
hat, kids. 

U rban Spec ies are a th ree-man 
unit - M i n t o s (the vo i ce ) a n d 
R e n e g a d e (p roducer ) all b a c k e d 

up by Doc to r S l im - that have r e ce i ved 
w i d e sp read a c c l a im for the i r b r a n d o f 
inte l l igent rap. First s i g n e d u p w a y b a c k 
in 1993 by G i les Pe te rson ' s Ta lk in ' L o u d 
Label , they w e r e i m m e d i a t e l y r e l eas ing 
s ingles that w e r e ge t t i ng pra i se f r o m all 
areas of the m e d i a , DJs a n d e v e n m e . 

The i r d e b u t a l b u m Listen w a s a 
d iverse set c o v e r i n g a w i d e r a n g e o f 
musical genres , ex t end ing rap b e y o n d its 
normal boundar i es . Their c o m b i n a t i o n o f 
live m u s i c m i x e d w i t h s a m p l e d bea ts 
and rhymes w a s impress i ve a n d re f resh 
ing . N o w after four years o f a f e w w h i t e 
labels but pretty m u c h n o t h i n g at al l , 

their s o p h o m o r e set is d u e for re lease . 
B lanket has b e e n a l o n g t ime d u e 

a n d at last a c o p y o f it hit t h e Felix d o o r 
mat. The a l b u m o p e n s up w i th Changing 
Of The Guard-a t h o r o u g h l y p rovoca t i ve 
n u m b e r w i th a lovely j a z z y u n d e r beat 
that starts the a l b u m o f f w i th a little kick. 
Next up is Destructive - it starts o f f s l o w 
but qu ick ly picks up as the d r u m s kick in, 
t h e lyrics are hard a n d the cho rus is a 
s t u n n i n g d o u b l e act b e t w e e n M i n t o s 
and a beaut i fu l f ema l e vo ice . As it started 
Destructive f i n i s h e s as t h e bea ts a re 
t aken out a n d a wor ry ing ly s to rmy p i ano 
riff breaks in . Fo l l ow ing o n f r o m Destruc
tive is m y f a vou r i t e t u n e Blanket. It's 
qu i t e s imp l y a s t o u n d i n g - a haunt ing l y 
da rk p i e c e w i th t h e mos t e l ec t r i f y ing 
s l ide a c t i on to c lose it out . / Wonder is a 
little skit that has b e e n e x t e n d e d into a 
ful l track; its f unky w i th a catchy cho rus 
that makes y o u wan t to hear it aga in a n d 
a g a i n . 

U rban Spec ies take a look at life w i th 
eve ry t rack. N o n e m o r e t h a n o n t h e 
ee r i e Religion & Politics w h i c h is a l ook 
at what rel igion and politics really are. The 
lyrics a re eye o p e n i n g a n d the overal l 
style is hard to ca tegor i se as o n e t h i n g 
or a n o t h e r as they use m a n y mus i ca l 
styles to f o r m a dist inct a l b u m that can 
on l y be desc r i bed as class. EJ 

Milen 

SKUNK ANANSIE 
Post Orgasmic Chill E 

Pre-orgasmlc thrills all round. 

A s the a l b u m kicks o f f y o u w o u l d 
be m is t aken to th ink that Skunk 
Anans i e ' s s o u n d has taken a 

m o r e break-beat t o n e s ince the i r alter-
native-ish Paranoid And Sunburnt. You ' l l 
p robab l y have hea rd the first s ing le o f f 
the a l b u m , Charlie Big Potato - current ly 
in the charts. Skin 's unm i s t akab l e voca ls 
are still as lavish as ever a n d the rhyth
m i c guitars take a wh i l e to s t ing un l ike 
the radio edit w h i c h hits y o u straight 
away . The beats o n this track last on ly a 
very short w a y into the a l b u m . 

Skunk A n a n s i e really d o m a k e the 
most of the 'explicit lyrics' wa rn ing , g o i n g 
all out w i th the f-words in On My Hotel 
TV. I g u e s s they d idn ' t app rec i a t e the 
w i d e c h o i c e o f p o r n c h a n n e l s t h e n -
they appea r to be very a n n o y e d w i th 
peop le ' Fuck ing on my hote l T.V. / Private 

ho te l T.V.' 
As t h e a l b u m p rog re s se s , it d e f i 

nitely loses the beats, e n d i n g up with the 
typical s o u n d y o u w o u l d expec t f r o m 
S k u n k A n a n s i e . Tracy's Flaw d o e s n ' t 
impres s in t h e voca l d e p a r t m e n t a n d 
mus ica l l y just f loats a l o n g to n o t h i n g . 

The a l b u m tries t o b e diverse, f ea 
tu r ing a v io l in intro to Secretly a n d vary
i ng the t e m p o , but it doesn ' t w o r k like 
s o m e o f their prev ious releases d id . They 
can d o it, but it just doesn ' t h a p p e n wi th 
Post Orgasmic Chill. 

A n ice fea tu re o f this a l b u m is the 
extensive interactive e l e m e n t is conta ins. 
O f cou r se , y o u n e e d a PC or M a c w i th 
CD-Rom but g i ven that you ' r e in for a 
treat, it m igh t b e wor th invest ing. There 's 
b a n d in te rv i ew f o o t a g e , the in teres t ing 
v i d e o to Charlie Big Potato, a gal lery of 
p ic tures , lyrics a n d l inks to f i n d i n g m o r e 
stuff o n t h e W e b . E l 

Asad 
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DARK STAR 
The Water Rats, Kings Cross 

Bic Hayes (middle). Is he related to 
Brett Anderson? 

T hree f o r m e r m e m b e r s o f the less t han we l l 
k n o w n Levitat ion have got back t oge the r to 
f o r m the entity ca l led Dark Star. They are g a i n 

i ng e x p o s u r e rapidly a n d wi l l u n d o u b t e d l y b e c o m e 
m o r e popu l a r than Levitat ion ever w a s t h o u g h admi t 
ted ly this a c h i e v e m e n t doesn ' t take m u c h d o i n g . 

The Water Rats is a n apt n a m e for Dark Star's 
v e n u e , a n a m e to attract L o n d o n ' s s eed i e r res idents , 
and the b a n d m e m b e r s , Bic Hayes (vocals), Dave tran-
co l in i a n d Laurence O ' K e e f e fit the bill perfect ly . 

Fairy l ights that are usual ly on ly s e e n d u r i n g Christ
mas a d o r n the m i c r o p h o n e s tands a d d i n g a b izarre 
t o u c h to the s tage . Is this the first s ign o f Dark Star's 
goth ic tendenc ies? Look ing a round at the c rowd tonight 
the re c o u l d be a fair a m o u n t o f d i s a p p o i n t m e n t if 
t hey d o g o d o w n t h e go th route . 

There is rel ief all r o u n d as they steer clear o f this 
path a n d kick o f f w i th the f e ro c i ous end l e s s rush o f 
t h r a shed out guitar no i se k n o w n as I Am The Sun. Bic 
Hayes m a k e s the use of t w o mics to create the e the 
real ghos t l y e f fect o n the chorus , w i th l ines l ike 'She 
said Jesus w a s m y a g e w h e n h e got na i led / I'm c o m 
ing back to y o u , I'm pa rano rma l ' . Fantastic. 

About 3 am f o l l ows next, initially d e c e i v i n g the 

c r o w d into be l i e v i ng that they ' re l i s ten ing to a bal lad, 
that is, unti l t he po in t w h e r e the guitars rip in a n d pro 
d u c e an up l i f t ing angst-r idden mas te rp i e ce . At t imes 
they can s o u n d like Blur (but only slightly m i n d you) with 
the Oohs and ahs p o p p i n g up in the b a c k g r o u n d , 
espec ia l l y so o n What In The World's Wrong. 

Bic Hayes sl ight f r a m e betrays the p o w e r o f the 
s o n g s a n d the pent-up a n g e r that under l i e s e a c h o n e . 
Dark Star thankfu l l y a vo id s o u n d i n g like a meta l b a n d 
and m a n a g e to fuse a variety of i n f l uences to p r o d u c e 
a bass heavy d is tor ted s o u n d s c a p e that, if it ex is ted , 
w o u l d b e p l a ced into a n e w ca tegory o f mus i c k n o w n 
as ' p re-mi l l enn ium angst ' . 

O n t h e six m i n u t e ep ic , Graceadelica d r u m m e r 
O 'Kee f e shows that he 's multi-talented as he starts shak
i ng a maracas a b o u t a n d g o e s o n to use it o n the 
d rums . M a d . 

There is a lways a p e r v a d i n g s e n s e o f o p p r e s s i o n 
o n near ly all t he s o n g s , but Bic Hayes ' pass ive exter ior 
lifts s o m e of this c l a u s t r o p h o b i a a n d de l ivers in equa l 
measu re s , le isure ly s h o e g a z i n g a n d a lethal d is tor ted 
attack, d 

Jason 

UNDERWORLD BETH ORTON 
Beaucoup Fish Central Reservation 

I caught one THIS big! 

U n d e r w o r l d . They ' l l p r o d u c e an 
a l b u m , they ' l l re lease a f e w s in 
g les a n d t h e n they ' l l d i s a p p e a r 

for a c o u p l e o f years. T h e n , t hey m a k e 
a c o m e b a c k by r e l e a s i n g a n o t h e r 
a l b u m ( h o p i n g that no-one ' s f o rgo t 
them) and so it b e c o m e s a n ever pre 
d ictable pat tern . 

Their latest a l b u m is Beaucoup Tlsh, 
and (sadly) it is n o t h i n g that w e haven ' t 
hea rd b e f o r e . The a l b u m is the bog-
standard k ind o f m u s i c that w a s o n the 
last a l b u m , w h i c h is a s h a m e as y o u 
w o u l d have t h o u g h t that Dar ren Emer 
son et al m igh t have c h a n g e d a little bit 
musically, m o v i n g forward w i th the t imes 
so to speak. But sadly U n d e r w o r l d s e e m 
to have got t h e m s e l v e s s tuck in a rut 

w i th Beaucoup Fish. This latest o f f e r i ng 
g ives us e l e ven tracks, i n c l u d i n g Cups, 
Moaner, Push Upstairs a n d er... Push 
Downstairs. 

C o m p a r e d to the last a l b u m Sec
ond Toughest In The Infants this o n e is 
not that d i f ferent , but if y o u like Unde r 
w o r l d or h a v e n ' t h e a r d the i r m u s i c 
be fore then this is definitely wor th check
ing out. As usual , the d e e p bass lines are 
the re In all the tracks a n d the voca ls 
s o u n d like t hose that w e r e in Born Slippy 
wi th that s t range robot ic s o u n d to t h e m . 
The tracks last a n a g e a n d n o d o u b t 
mos t o f t h e m wil l f ind their w a y into the 
c lubs . But it's n o t h i n g to shout a b o u t 
a n d y o u get the i m p r e s s i o n that U n d e r 
wor ld have b e c o m e too lazy, predictable 
a n d da re I say it - b o r i n g . The techno-
h o u s e s o u n d s that w e r e exc i t ing a f e w 
years a g o have n o w b e c o m e the n o r m , 
so this a l b u m doesn ' t s tand out a n d y o u 
just fee l like p ress ing the forward but ton 
t w o minu tes be fore the e n d o f the track. 
It's a bit s ad a n d d i s a p p o i n t i n g b e c a u s e 
as DJs U n d e r w o r l d are up there w i th the 
best. It's a pity that musical ly they haven't 
d e v e l o p e d . Beaucoup Fish isn't that bad 
a n a l b u m but it's p la in a n d o n c e you ' v e 
heard o n e track, you ' ve heard the w h o l e 
a l b u m . EH 

Curm 

Beth Orton - mates with the Chem
ical Brothers, aren't you jealous? 

T his is Beth 's s e c o n d a l b u m after 
the crit ically a c c l a i m e d Trailer 
Park w a s re l eased in late 1996. 

In the i n t e r ven ing pe r i od she ' s b e e n 
hav ing a g o o d t ime - f r om w o r k i n g 
w i th her al! t ime he ro , folk-jazz l e g e n d 
Terry Cal l ier to s i n g i n g o n the The 
C h e m i c a l Brothers ' n u m b e r o n e a l b u m 
Dig Your Own Hole, to p e r f o r m i n g to a 
packed-ou t t en t o f 10 ,000 m u d d y 
Glastonbury-goers . 

This a l b u m is full o f m o r e of the 
great chi l led out soul fu l s o n g s w i th intel 
l igent , heart r e n d i n g lyrics that m a d e 
Trailer Park so successfu l . It's Beth's vo i ce 
that really makes this a l b u m - she has just 
the right k ind o f vo i ce that can s i n g 
these lyrics and get away wi th it - not like 

A lan is M o r i s e t t e w h o a lways c o m e s of f 
as just b e i n g l ame , in my o p i n i o n . Her 
w o r k w i th the C h e m i c a l Brothers and 
others s e e m to have had a n ef fect t oo . 
There are lots m o r e beats o n the a l b u m 
espec ia l l y o n Start all seem to weep - a 
very Por t i shead-esque , t r ippy track. 

What Beth has m a n a g e d to d o is 
b l e n d s o m e great lyrics a n d back it up 
w i th s o m e so l id t u n e s to g o w i th it. It's 
hard to say really w h y this a l b u m works 
so we l l - it just does . Perhaps because it's 
so re f resh ing that Beth hasn't so ld out to 
a b i g mus i c co rpo ra t i on a n d kept to her 
roots a n d the sma l l labe l she or ig ina l ly 
s i g n e d w i th - r e fus ing the doub t l e s s mi l 
l ion offers of b ig contracts w i th even b ig 
ger labels . G o o d o n y o u Beth -1 w i sh a 
f e w m o r e artists w o u l d take a leaf out of 
her b o o k a n d stick to mus i c not cash . 
Anyway , e n o u g h o f m y rant ing , o n wi th 
t h e rev iew. 

S tandout tracks for m e are Sweeres f 
Decline - a de l i c i ous p i anos and v io l ins 
n u m b e r w i th s o m e heaven ly vocals f rom 
Be th , t h e tit le t rack w i t h s o m e great 
acous t i c guitar w o r k and Couldn't Cause 
Me Harm - b l i ssed ou t voca ls and s o m e 
ace ' i m p r o v i s e d ' h u m s a n d has. Lovely. 

This is a n o t h e r g o o d a l b u m f r om 
O r t o n - great for ch i l l ing out on a Sunday 
a f t e r n o o n a n d r ipe for s o m e great 
r em ixes f r o m her ma tes the Chemica l s 
a n d others . E3 

Joeh 
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dEUS 
The Ideal Crash I 

Perfect collision with Mozart. 

Singles 
Remote Control - Starfucker 
Sleazy pop song with lyrics like 'vaseline, you're on your 
hands and knees' and 'leather straps but you're still at 
school / back up against the disco wall'. Pretty damn 
good. The B-side Frail is a dark, dramatic tunc, which I 
think's better than the A-side. A close contender for sin
gle of the week. 

Ultrasound - Floodlit World 
Nice song, mainstream-sounding, bound to do well in 
the charts, but nothing special. The singer's slightly sob
bing vocals can annoy, but the female backing adds a 
nice twist. Comes with an interesting cover of The 
Beatles' Getting Befferwhich begins to make up for the 
dull title track, but not quite. 

Bows - Big Wings 
Singer sounds like the one from Massive Attack. Slightly 
more intelligent song than the other singles this week 
with lots of interesting sounds and harmonies going on. 
Not bad. 

Roxette - Wish I Could Fly 
Well look who it is! Roxette try to get back in the charts 
but still sound exactly like they did in the 80s. Naff. Ultra-
cheesy house remix for the B-side. 

Medal - Possibility 
Mellow weepy song, sounding a bit like Robbie 

d L-US was formed in 1991 by the lead singer and 
guitarist Tom Barman plus three other mem
bers who have since left the band. Over the 

few years there have been a few upheavals with the 
band's line up but has now settled down to Tom, the 
only original member left, and five others including 
the violinist Klaas Janzoons who gives dEUS their fairly 
distinctive sound. 

The album opens with a track called Put The Freaks 
Up Front and staying on the abnormal theme there are 
other tracks such as Everybody's Weird. The lyrics 
throughout the record are fairly melancholic and appear 
to tell a story, just take a listen to One Advice, Space 
where Tom Barman sings 'Wasted and wounded, this 
ain't know way to die/one man's cold turkey is another 
man's high'. Bleak stuff indeed. 

Instant Street is the first single from The Ideal Crash 
and was released last month. It is definitely the poppl-
est effort on the LP, and beautifully incorporates a laid-
back acoustic guitar sound that captures the very 
essence of Americana in the verses. However when you 
get to the chorus it takes a sharp turn towards a melan
cholic atmosphere and the track finally ends with a dis
cordant Status Quo-like (don't let that put you off!) 
semi-psychedelic wash out. 

Nearly all the tracks begin with this initial soft 
approach, making the use a strumming acoustic guitar, 
then raising the tone into epic-like proportions. Just take 
a listen to Sister Dew or Dream Sequence #1. . 

There are albums that come along and at times 
their barrenness can be a complete turn off initially, 
however on this particular record your patience will be 
rewarded as the masterful beauty contained on at 

Williams' No Regrets, but not as tuneful. Track 3 is a nice 
hip-hop style remix but it's not worth getting just for 
that. Bad. 

T H E E S S E N T I A L C H O O N 

Eminem - HI! My Name Is Slim Shady 

l i f e 

Fantastic! Trashy, throw away pop we all love. Great tune 
from rapper Eminem. With lines like T can't decide 

least half of the record is recognised after a few listens. 
Undoubtedly there are a couple of mediocre efforts 
thrown in with the quality tracks, but these also grow 
on you with further listens. For dEUS fans who liked In 
A Bar, Under The Sea I think this LP will be a great deal 
more commercial to your cars, but even the die-hards 
will eventually be converted to dEUS's more mature 
sound. The Ideal Crash is the ideal dEUS record .H 

Jason 

C O M P E T I T I O N T I M E ! 

which Spice girl I want to impregnate,' how can you go 
wrong? Just listen to the little comments in the back
ground. Bound to get lots of airplay. Single of the 
week! 

Liz Horsman - Heavy High 
Soulful little ditty with some nice guitar work. A bit 
'Sheryl Crow' but I'm not going to throw it out just yet. 
The B-sides are good. She doesn't mind taking some 
risks with the non-album tracks and it pays off. 

Luna - Superfreaky Memories 
The usual slightly weird indie-rock from Beggar's Ban
quet. This has the potential to be moving, but in the 
end is a little too formulaic to be brilliant. You get the 
feeling you've heard it somewhere before. 

Add N to X - Metal Fingers in my Body 
Pretty cool electronic rock from the French crew. Sounds 
like Air, maybe not so poppy. B-sides are weird but 
entertaining in a messed up way. Very nice. 

Deadly Snakes - Culebras de Muerte 
Hardcore rap on the Tommy Boy label. Very atmospheric 
with a big boomy bass line and intense lyrics. Definitely 
worth checking out if you're a fan of the genre. JS 

Tom 

Here's your chance to get hold of an early Easter pre
sent - something to lift the gloom of Impending exam
ination/thesis stress! 

There arc a whole load of dEUS goodies to be won 
including designer dEUS shirts, t-shirts, every dEUS 
album and loads of dEUS videos and posters! 

All you have to do is answer this blatantly simple ques
tion: 

Which European country do dEUS come from? 

Just send your answers to: 
Wild Promotions (dEUS) 
Suite 204 
The Old Gramaphone Works 
326 Kensal road 
LondonW10 SBZ 
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L ast years Rae & Christian album 
Northern Sulphuric Soul was high 
on my list when It came to choos

ing my favourite albums of the year, so 
naturally I leapt at the chance of Inter
viewing band frontman Mark Rae. 

For those of you who haven't heard 
of Rae & Christian, their music could be 
described as hip-hop with more than 
Just a hint of soul added to spice up the 
sounds. With guest vocalists on their 
album as diverse as the Jungle Brothers 
and Sharleen from Texas, the music pro
duced never fails to Impress. 

As well as being a key member of 
the band, Mark Rae Is also head of Man 
chester's Grand Central record label. 
When we met he had just come back 
from a tour of Australia. Tired, he started 
with a yawn, but Mark Rae Is definitely 
not one to complain. 

Felix: So h o w w a s 1998 for y o u then? 
Mark Rae : A m a z i n g . The h igh l igh t w a s 
def in i te ly the a l b u m . P r o d u c i n g the 
a l b u m w a s a real ly o r g a n i c exper i- J 
ence . W e just d id the m u s i c , a n d f 
t hen t h o u g h t a b o u t w h a t w o u l d I 
s o u n d g o o d w i th wha t . It w a s all very | 
s imp le - eve ry th ing w e d id w o r k e d , j 
O f c o u r s e t h e r e w e r e t h i n g s w e ; 
w o u l d have l iked better in b o t h t h e ( 
m u s i c a n d t h e s i n g i n g a n d t h e |i 
rhyming a n d eve ry th ing . But w e just j 
kept w i th it. As l o n g as w e w e r e ji 
en joy ing it, w e just kept g o i n g for- ( 
ward . 

F: So w h a t d o y o u prefer M a n c h e s t e r or 
L o n d o n ? 
M R : I love t h e m bo th really. I s u p p o s e 
L o n d o n is not really m y kett le o f f ish as 
a p lace to live, but it's a very in te res t ing 
p lace to be in and a r o u n d . A l t h o u g h I've 
l i ved in M a n c h e s t e r for t w e l v e 
years n o w , cit ies aren ' t really my 
k ind o f t h i n g - I l ike the country 
s ide , f i s h i n g , a n d stuf f l ike that 
t o o m u c h . I'm f r o m N o r t h u m b r i a o r ig i 
nally. 

F : So w h a t lead y o u d o w n to M a n c h e s 
ter then? 
M R : I first w e n t d o w n to M a n c h e s t e r to 
study. I d id an unde rg r adua t e d e g r e e in 
p s y c h o l o g y a n d t h e n a p o s t g r a d u a t e 
c o u r s e in p h i l o s o p h y o f s c i e n c e . 
A l t h o u g h not m u c h to d o w i th m u s i c 
a n y t h i n g to d o w i th s tudy is usefu l for 
your brain as it t e a ches y o u h o w to be 
c o n t r o l l e d , se l f d i s c ip l i ned a n d all that, 
e v en if you never wo rk in that f ield aga in . 

the Stone Roses, but at the t ime I was just 
d o i n g my o w n th i ng . M a n c h e s t e r w a s a 
very v ibrant p lace at the t ime , a n d I s u p 
p o s e it a lways wil l be. It's qu i te dark a n d 
dreary, but it's very f unky w i th loads o f 
y o u n g p e o p l e a n d stuff. 

've dedicated the last ten years of my life to It to the 
point that music is now my life and I love It." 

F: A n d b e f o r e w e f in ish the interv iew I'd 
like your answe r s o n a t w o cheesy A or 
B ques t i ons . First o f all, Billie or Britney? 
M R : I've got respect for Billie at her a g e 
d i s s i ng her o w n m u s i c a n d g o i n g on 
a b o u t it. She 's m a d e a very b i g mis take , 

but at least it s h o w s she ' s got a 
m i n d o f her o w n . Britney is h o w 
ever qu i te sexy, but in a horr ib le 
d r e s s e d up as a s c h o o l k i d k ind of 

C h r i s t i a n , 

few* Tel* 1Z 

F: As wel l as the mus i c on your o w n label 
w h a t o ther m u s i c d o y o u l isten to? 
MR: Wel l I've never b e e n into the UK hip-
h o p s c e n e , I th ink it got as far as it c o u l d 
t h e n p e o p l e just d id j u n g l e ins tead . The 
A m e r i c a n hip-hop s cene ' s pretty crap at 
the m o m e n t , apar t f r o m t h e u n d e r 
g r o u n d s cene . But I'm also into any th ing 
f rom the Card igans a n d the M a n i c Street 
Preachers to r eggae a n d d u b , I a lso like 
Detroit t e c h n o - I've got it all in m y c o l 
lect ion. I'm thirty years o ld a n d I've b e e n 
DJing f r o m b e f o r e h o u s e mus i c , so any 
t ime I've got t ired o f b e i n g into s o m t h i n g 

I've learned to g o to ano ther type 
~] o f mus ic . O n e th ing abou t mus i c 

is that y o u ' d be surpr i sed h o w 
|j s o m e s o n g s that at first s o u n d 
P o rd inary , but if y o u ' v e had an 
H e x p e r i e n c e w h i l e l i s t e n i n g to 
| | t h e m they can b e c o m e spiritually 
|l a n t h e m i c to y o u 

F : H o w l o n g have y o u b e e n p l a y i ng § 
in the mus i c industry? 
MR: I s u p p o s e I've d e d i c a t e d t h e last g 
ten years o f my life to it to the po in t • 
that mus i c is n o w m y life a n d I love it. At 
G rand Centra l w e ' r e not just artists wa i t 
ing to get s i g n e d by majors , w e ' v e go t a 
really s t rong base ; a record s h o p , a p u b 
l ish ing c o m p a n y , a record labe l , a l i cens 
ing record label, off ices. Peop le m a y only 
k n o w us f r o m this first a l b u m , but w e ' v e 
set a base a n d we ' r e g o i n g to prove a lot 
of p e o p l e w r o n g a b o u t ou r l ongev i t y -
we' l l be a r o u n d for years . 

son 

F: Wha t d id y o u d o after f in i sh ing at un i 
versity, have y o u got any adv i ce for the 
u n d e c i d e d ? 
MR : We l l I'd b e e n DJ ing s i n c e I w a s 
a b o u t e i g h t e e n , a n d w a s rea l ly i n to 
m u s i c so I started m y o w n record s h o p . 
I w a s into sou l , h ip-hop, Skooly D, early 
Pub l i c Enemy - a lot o f wha t ' s ca l led o ld 
s c h o o l t hese days. I w a s a lso into the 
J ung l e Brothers t h e first t i m e r o u n d , a n d 
it t h e r e f o r e real ly g o o d to w o r k w i th 
t h e m o n the a l b u m . They gave us a really 
o ld s c h o o l s o u n d i n g rhyme . 

F : You talk a b o u t longev i ty , a n d I s u p 
pose this is all l inked in to diversifying a n d 
never d o i n g the s a m e t h i n g tw i ce . 
MR : Yeah , w e d o a lot of di f fer 
ent th ings f r o m r e m i x i n g o the rs " .. .Britney Is h o w e v e t qu i t e sexy, but in a 
to m a k i n g our o w n records . I'm hor r ib l e d r e s s e d up as a s c h o o l k i d k ind o f way. . . " 
also d o i n g a lot 'of execut ive pro 
duc t i on for the artists o n G r a n d Cent ra l . 
We ' ve got an a l b u m c o m i n g out f r o m 
A i m , w h i c h I'm d o i n g . It's g o i n g to b e 
really coo l a n d funky , p robab l y betterr 
than Nor thern Su lphur ic Soul . W e also d o 
a bit o f DJing a n d have r e s i denc i e s in 
M a n c h e s t e r a n d in L o n d o n at The End. 

F: Be ing in Manches t e r t h o u g h you must 
ha ve b e e n in to t h e H a p p y M o n d a y s , 
S tone Roses a n d all that? 
MR: No t really. I w a s just o b s e s s e d w i th 
the b lack mus i c cu l ture of A m e r i c a a n d 
all that w a s g o i n g o n a r o u n d m e I just 
sort o f i g n o r e d . L o o k i n g back, I d o like 

j F : You ' ve got to remix qu i te a 
I n u m b e r o f f a m o u s acts, inc lud-
I i ng , a great record w i th Texas, 
j I l o w do y o u (eel abou t m a k i n g a 
I remix so g o o d we re the Wu-Tang 
.• riled? 
J MR : Yeah I k n o w . W e ' d w o r k e d 
g w i th t h e m be fo re a n d Shar l een 

w i m w j has got a great v o i c e , they ' r e 
a lso great p e o p l e to w o r k w i th , a n d I 
th ink our m u s i c a n d her v o i c e w o r k s 
we l l , s o y eah it's c o o l . W e try to never 
rush th ings , and try to ensu re eve ry th ing 
w e d o has a real qual i ty to it. 

F : So w h e r e 
are R&C a n d 
the G r a n d C e n 
tral Label g o i n g 
f r o m here? 
M R : We ' v e got 
a r em ix to d o 
for t h e n e w 
H u r r i c a n e #1 
s ing le , a n d t h e 
A i m a l b u m that 
s h o u l d be out 
s o o n . W e ' r e 
a l so l o o k i n g 
f o r w a r d to 
d o i n g a n o t h e r 
R&C a l b u m , but 
w e w o n ' t rush 
any th ing . 

way . 

F : O k then , as it's a n issue that 's r ag ing 
in all corners , w h o ' s g o i n g to w i n the Fat 
Boy Sl im or A r m a n d van H e l d e n battle? 
MR : We l l Fat Boy Sl im is qu i te a wiry sort 
of l owe r m i d d l e w e i g h t boxer , but he 
s m o k e s l o a d s a n d ca ins it w h i l e v an 
H e l d e n doesn ' t . So H e l d e n wil l p robably 
k n o c k his bra ins out . N o r m a n p robab ly 
c o u l d have b e e n a g o o d boxer if he 
kept h imse l f fit, but H c l d e n s h o u l d be 
carefu l as s o m e these wiry lads are d e a d 
g o o d at b o x i n g . 

F: Finally, l o o k i n g for s o m e ideas myse l f 
w h a t y o u d o i n g for the m i l l enn ium? 
M R : We l l w e m igh t e n d up in Austra l ia 
b e c a u s e the fan base over there is a m a z 
ing . It m igh t be n ice to d o that, but to 
be hones t w i th y o u I just wan t to be wi th 
m y family, a n d e v e n if I w a s in a c lub I'd 
w a n t m y fami l y to be the re wi th m c . It 
w o u l d p robab l y b e best to g o a n d s tand 
o n a hill w i t h your fami ly a n d h u g . That 
w o u l d be bri l l iant. 

So my chat with Mark Rae showed 
how It Is possible to make It big and keep 
your feet planted right on the ground. 
Rather than the music though, the thing 
that stayed with me the most. Is that he 
went from postgraduate study to running 
a record shop. A story which must give 
hope to those final year students expe
riencing not the most pleasant time In 
the Job market at the moment... 

James 

Wm C h r i s t i a n . 
f e a t u r i n g 

"Dexm M i 'HE-

*T 
Mark Rae (left) with Steve Christian: 

He may prefer Britney to Billie, but at 
least he know's Helden's got the 

edge on Slim. 

1 S U L P H U R I C 
S O I O X 

Mark Rae (left) with Steve Christian: 
He may prefer Britney to Billie, but at 

least he know's Helden's got the 
edge on Slim. 
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At Song last the Blackstreet album has Finally arrived Album of the year? + We look at the lat

est batch of singles doing it on the street! 
Whats up IC! Last w e e k o f t e rm a n d o n c e 
its over w e got t ime to m e s s a b o u t w i th 
revision for t h o s e all impor tan t exams , 
but ya g o n n a listen to wh i l e you ' re study
ing? I'm g o n n a tell y o u ! 
After i n t e r v i ew ing Bever ley kn igh t I f ee l 
that I have to b i g up her latest o f f e r i n g 
the r e w o r k i n g o f ' M a d e It Back', but 
there is no n e e d to b i g it u p for t h e sake 
of it this is really g o o d , a l t h o u g h I pre 
fer the or iginal this wil l p robab ly d o m o r e 
d a m a g e o n the charts . There ' s a s l ight 
c h a n g e to the fee l , m a k i n g it m o r e o f a 
o ld s c h o o l sou l fee l to it. 
The three lovely ladies TLC are u p next 
with their mass ive hit 'No Scrubs' this has 
been a b o u t for a w h i l e a n d is w i c k e d . Its 
been re l eased o n a t w o C D set, the first 
of w h i c h has t w o m ixes o f ' N o Scrubs ' , 
bo th o f w h i c h are g o o d a n d t h e a l b u m 
track 'Silly Hos ' w h i c h is bri l l iant as w e l l . 
The s e c o n d C D has 'No. . . ' as w e l l as t w o 
classics f r om their prev ious a l b u m 'Creep ' 
and n u m b e r o n e 'Waterfal ls ' . 
Ta lk ing a b o u t lovely ladies w e o n t h e 
or ig inal silly ho the R&B d i va M a r i a h as 
she re leases o n e o f the p rev ious l y unre-
leased tracks f r o m her 'No . Is ' a l b u m , 
name l y 'I Still Be l ieve ' . This is not that 
great as a t une , its so l id , but not out 
s t a n d i n g a n d q u i t e s i m p l y d o e s n ' t 
deserve a m e n t i o n in this p a g e , but w e 
n e e d s o m e e x c u s e to put the pic
ture in so he re it is. 

Finally 
Blackstreet are leg i t imate ly 
ha i l ed as o n e of the R&B 
s u p e r g r o u p s a n d their 
n e w release has b e e n 
e a g e r l y a n t i c i p a t e d 
s ince w e all e a r n e d 
they w e r e in the 
s tudio w o r k i n g on 
it. ' F ina l ly d o c s 
not d i sappo in t in 
the least it f o l 
l o w s the s t an 
dard pattern laid 
out by the swing-
beat i n n o v a t o r 
f e d d y 'Street ' 
Ri ley. . . that pat 
t e rn . . abso lu te c lass 
at e ve r y l eve l . W i t h 
their first two a l b u m s 
they set out their intent 
to hit us w i th the phattest 
tunes, bad ass beats a n d killer 
r h ymes a n d o n 'I inally' they d o 
this to the max The f inal p roduc t 
w a s even better than w e c o u l d have 
e x p e c t e d c o n s i d e r i n g the pressures that 
w e r e o n t h e m to live up to their prev ious 

c lass ic sets. Af ter the s t u p e n d o u s 
'Ano the r Level ' t hey had 

the r e c o r d c o m 
pany o r d e r i n g 

t h e m to 
» ' m a k e 

M e s h e Is 
t h e latest In a 

l o n g l ine o f y o u n g 
brit lsh r&b divas to 

a p p e a r o n t h e s c e n e . He r d e b u t s i n 
g le is d u e ou t s o o n , a n d o n l y t i m e w i l l tel l If s h e c an m a k e In t h e b i g b a d w o r l d . 

a n o t h e r ' N o 
Diggity' but rather than that, as C h a u n c e y 
'Black' Hann iba l sa id "No , lets be di f fer 
ent aga in , l ike w e w e r e w i th N o Diggity . 
f e t s not g o by t h o s e r e c o r d indus t r y 
sales. Lets m a k e s o m e n e w o n e s up. " 
O n the first l isten to 'Finally' its c lear that 
the s a m e s w i n g beat f lava is the re but 
the d i f f e rences a rc the re to be h e a r d . 
B lackst reet ha ve t a k e n it to the next 
level . The first s ing le of f the a l b u m is 
a l ready d o i n g the r o u n d s a n d is b l o w i n g 
up b i g t i m e , a c o l l a b o r a t i o n w i th lus
c i o u s Janet J a c k s o n c a l l e d 
'G i r l f r i end/Boy f r i end ' . This d e s t i n e d to 
be a c lub classic. O n 'Can You Feel M e ' 
Teddy has s a m p l e d the Jackson Five t u n c 
o f the s a m e n a m e w i t h s o m e pha t 
py ro techn i c beats, they rip it w i th a real 
party tune . The on ly d r a w b a c k is that it 
is so reminiscent of awful Tampara 'Ch im
ney' s o n g w h i c h a lso s a m p l e s that Jack
s o n Five tune . A l so i n c l uded (probab ly 
just to sell the a l bum) is the Rugrats tune 
'Take M e There ' , not the or ig ina l ve r s ion 
t h o u g h , the remix w h i c h uses a n o t h e r 
J ackson Five s a m p l e . This n e w ve r s ion is 
a ex t reme ly funky , but doesn ' t have the 

s a m e 
quirki-

ness o f 
t h e o r i g i n a l . 

T h e v o c o d e r is 
back in full effect, its 

b e c o m e Teddy ' s t r ade 
mark, a n d is used to w o n d e r f u l 

p u r p o s e in Yo Love ' w h i c h is an up 
t e m p o that rocks in a s imi la r w a y to 
'Don ' t Leave M e ' , but is a bit m o r e 
upbea t . 
F l ipp ing o n to the d o w n l o w s ide I have 
to m e n t i o n m y favour i te track the b e a u 
tifully sultry duet b e t w e e n the Blackstreet 
boys a n d the a m a z i n g M a r y J B l igc. The 
tune is eas i ly the s t andou t as far as I a m 
c o n c e r n e d , the ac tua l w o r d s a rc shit, 
but the m e l o d y is p h e n o m e n a l , its great 
a n d y o u got c h e c k it out . You a lso got ta 
check out the f unky s l o w e d d o w n 'Think 
A b o u t Y o u ' w h i c h is Blackstreet at their 
best, a w e s o m e h a r m o n i e s b a c k e d w i th 
the usual ly p h a i bass l ines. Lets not for
get the s w e e p i n g bal lad 'In A Rush ' a co l 
l abora t ion w i th the d a d d y o f sou l the 
n u m b e r o n e g e e z e r Stevie W o n d e r . 
I c o u l d g o o n a n d o n a b o u t the qual i ty 
o n this a l b u m , I haven't e ven m e n t i o n e d 
the bassey beat l aden 'Don' t S top 1 or 
the beaut i fu l 'Black a n d White ' , but you 
get the idea. This a l b u m is up to the usual 
B lackstreet s t anda rd a n d certa inty wil l 

o n e o f the a l b u m s o f the year but T H t 
a l b u m o f the year...I w a n n a wait for the 
D ' A n g l e o set first. M i l e n . 
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THE RIOT 
Royal National Theatre, Cottesloe 

C ornwall. What does this word con
jure up in your mind? Is it rugged 
scenery, thundering waves and 

the distant screeching of angry seagulls 
and drowning surfers? Or maybe embit
tered trawlermen moaning about EU 
fishing quotas and dragnet infringe
ments in the Spanish Box? Or is it all 
those f ibDem MPs that the Cornish 
seem to love voting for? 

Whatever your romantic (or patron
ising!) preconceptions of Cornwall, this 
new play written by Nick Darke and per
formed by the well-respected Kneehigh 
Theatre Company will surely reinforce 
many of them. Honest to God, Cornwall 

really is full of ye olde sea dogs, quaint 
Dickensian capitalists and cheery ser
vants who know their place. Or rather it 
was one hundred years ago, when this 
play is set. In truth, the play draws inspi
ration from a real historical event which 
happened in 1896 in the town of New-
lyn. A long time ago it may have been, 
but the story also has some obvious par
allels with the situation in Cornwall today. 

This may be difficult, but shut your 
eyes for a minute and picture yourself as 
a Cornish fisherman. Outsiders are fish
ing in waters you consider to be your 
own. And they do it on Sundays, damn 
it, when you are all busy being religious! 

Lets give them a good kicking and drive 
them out of town. You get the idea? 

Things arc all going to plan, of 
course, until the paternalistic mayor and 
local Mr Big (Mr Bolitho) steps in and 
tries to twist the situation to his own 
financial advantage. But whaddaya 
know, one riot, a stabbing, a hanging 
and one attempted public execution 
down the line, things turns out OK for 
everyone, after all! 

As you can see, the play piles on the 
farce. But at times I couldn't help but 
wonder whether they actually intended 
the performance to be some form of 
black-humoured social commentary. If 
social commentary was their aim, how
ever, they failed. If on the other hand 
they were going for light satire and 
almost Shakespearean farce, Ihcy tri
umphed. The fact that they received a 
massive laugh for (the usually depress
ing) events of a suicide and a brutal 
stabbing is testament to this comic tri
umph. 

Two performances stood out from 
the rest: Geoffrey Hutchings (Bolitho, 
pictured righl in main photo) and Emma 
Rice (Harriet Screetch). Hutchings, is an 
ultra-experienced RADA graduate who 
starred as Michael Gambon's dim-witted 
sidekick in the MalQrci TV detective 
series. The grumpy persona of Mr 
Bolitho had all the best jokes and Hutch
ings knew exactly how to ham them up. 
Emma Rice was an equally effective 
comedian, playing opposite Bolitho as 
the new servant who has the courage to 
stand up to her employer. 

The overall performance was very 
slightly marred by the occasional silent 
hiatus, which no doubt was intended to 
add drama but unfortunately looked as 
if the actor had forgotten her/his lines. 

This is a minor gripe, however, and 
the play was superbly entertaining. But 
the playwright's laboured parallels with 
the current pre-millennial social situa
tion seemed a little banal. If you want to 
have a good laugh then go and see this 
play; but I certainly didn't buy the social 
commentary flannel and neither should 
you. 

William Burns 

In repertoire until 28th April 

Nearest tube: Waterloo 
Tickets: student standby available 

ICSO ANNIVERSARY CONCERT 
Great Hall 
A n emotional performance brim

ming with flair and technical abil
ity provided a fitting 

commemoration of fifty years of 
music by the Imperial Collegi 
Symphony Orchestra in the 
Great Hall on friday 12 
March. The concert also 
marked the centenary 
of the City and 
Guilds Union 
who kindly (^r^ 
sponsored the 
event. 

On a day 
tinged with sad 
ness for many music 
lovers - the death of the great violinist 
Yehudi Menuhin was announced only 
hours before conductor Richard Dickins 
lifted his baton - the ICSO were enthusi

astically received by a capacity audience 
upon finishing a programme of Copland, 
Prokofiev and Mahler. 

The concert began 
appropriately, 

considering the 
day's sad news, 

with a thoughtful and 
melancholy piece -

Aaron Copland's Quiet 
City. The orchestral 

accompaniment was 
thoughtfully phrased, pro-

t j y v i d i n g support to the 
highly impressive soloists, 

Daniel Elson and Stephen Hicks on 
cor anglais and trumpet respectively, in 

an accomplished and moving recital. 

Menuhin himself would have been 
proud to witness the ability of violinist 
Kahae Han in a stunning performance of 

Prokofiev's Violin Concerto in D major. 
Kahae, a fourth year student of physics 
and music, was almost effortless in her 
mastery of an extremely testing , 
piece of music, and was 
greeted with a rous-
ing recep
tion. The j 
lyrical first 
movement 
was particu
larly impres
sive, as the 
violin almost 
floated above the 
sensitive accom
paniment from the 
orchestra. Indeed, Kahae made the violin 
sing when required, without losing the 
ability to attack the music, as in the 
Scherzo. 

The final movement was characterised 
by the haunting first subject, which led to the 
magical conclusion, as the flute and violin 
played out the final D major tune. Round

ing off the night's entertain-
% \ ment, a powerful rendition 

of Mahler's Symphony 

^NT̂ X ^ ° ' i n ®  maP r- which 
fully tested the 

J/ 'p^^. resources of the 
t ( > c W \ icso. 

plement of brass, 
\ . ) wind and percussion 

V\\^>^-''' ensured that the evening 
ended at maximum volume, leaving 

the audience to take to their feet in praise 
and admiration. Here's to the next fifty years 
of symphony music at Imperial College! 

Bill Bows & l-lot Lips 

A full com-
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JACKSON POLLOCK 
Tate Gallery 

J| a c k s o n P o l l o c k ' s f r e n z i e d p a i n t i n g s 
a re a f e a s t f o r d i s t u r b e d m i n d s 
a n d ove r a c t i v e i m a g i n a t i o n s . W h e n 

ou s q u i n t a n d s t a r e at h i s a n i m a t e d 
sw i r l s , t h e i n t r i c a t e p a t t e r n s r e v e a l a 
m y r i a d o f i m p r e s s i o n s . W h e t h e r or 

n o t y o u g r a s p h i s i n t e n d e d c o n c e p t 
(if i n d e e d o n e ex i s t s ) , e a c h o b s e r v e r 
i n v a r i a b l y f o r g e s h i s o w n i n s t i n c t i v e , 
o r i g i n a l i n t e r p r e t a t i o n . 

C r i t i c s r eve l in p s y c h o - a n a l y s i n g 
h i s t r o u b l e d p e r s o n a l l i f e , m a r r e d by 

s e l f - d e s t r u c t i v e b o u t s o f d e p r e s s i o n , 
w o m a n i s i n g a n d a l c o h o l i s m . H i s 
u n t i m e l y d e a t h w h i l s t d r u n k o f t e n 
l e a d s t h e m to s p e c u l a t e f u r i o u s l y 
a b o u t t h e e v e n t u a l c o u r s e o f m o d e r n 
art h i s t o r y h a d h e s u r v i v e d t h e t r a g i c 
car c r a s h , w h i c h u n d o u b t e d l y f u e l l e d 
h is i c o n s t a tu s . P o l l o c k <1 91 2 - 1 956) 
w a s b o r n in C o d y , W y o m i n g (a t o w n 
n a m e d a f t e r t h e l e g e n d a r y B u f f a l o 
Bil l ) a n d h is c a r e e r - r e g a r d e d a s a n 
u n c o n v e n t i o n a l c o w b o y a r t i s t -
t h r i v e d . H i s r a d i c a l , r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
t e c h n i q u e s l a u n c h e d t h e A b s t r a c t 
E x p r e s s i o n i s t m o v e m e n t o f t h e m i d -
t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y . 

Th i s m a j o r r e t r o s p e c t i v e , o r g a n 
i s e d by t h e M u s e u m o f M o d e r m Art 
in N e w York, is pa r t i cu la r l y f a s c i n a t i n g 
a n d i n s i g h t f u l b e c a u s e it t r a c e s t h e 
e v o l u t i o n o f h is w o r k f r o m h u m b l e 
s t u d e n t im i t a to r to v i r t u o s o i n n o v a t o r , 
f r o m f i g u r a t i v e r e a l i s m a n d m y t h o 
l o g i c a l i m a g e r y t o s u g g e s t i v e a b s t r a c 
t i o n . H e d i s p u t e d a c c u s a t i o n s t h a t 
h i s a p p r o a c h w a s r a n d o m . In fac t , 
" h e d e n i e d t h e a c c i d e n t " a n d d e f i e d 
t h e h o r r i f i e d h o u s e w i v e s o f h i s t i m e , 
w h o c l a i m e d tha t a n y k i n d e r g a r t e n e r 
c o u l d d o t h e s a m e . Rather , his s o u r c e 
w a s t h e u n c o n s c i o u s . H i s e l o q u e n t 
w o r k has e v e n b e e n d e s c r i b e d as t h e 
v i s u a l e q u i v a l e n t o f j a z z i m p r o v i s a 
t i o n s . 

D u r i n g t h e late 1940s, P o l l o c k d i s 
c a r d e d t h e c o n v e n t i o n a l b r u s h a n d 
la id h is c a n v a s d o w n o n t h e s t u d i o 

MYRIAM MAKEBA 
Royal Festival Hall 

My r i a m M a k e b a , k n o w n as 
" M a m a A f r i c a " , is t h e m o s t 
r e s p e c t e d l i v i n g A f r i c a n 

s i n g e r b e c a u s e o f he r i n v o l v e m e n t in 
a n t i - A p a r t h e i d m o v e m e n t s a n d h e r 
e f f o r t s f o r w o m e n ' s l i b e r a t i o n . H e r 
ca ree r has s p a n n e d o v e r 40 yea r s a n d 
s h e is sti l l as p o p u l a r t o d a y as s h e 
w a s in t h e 60s . He r m u s i c is a m i x t u r e 
o f t yp i ca l S o u t h A f r i c a n s o u n d s , w i t h 
s o m e x h o s a - a v e r y g u t t u r a l A f r i c a n 
l a n g u a g e - s i n g i n g . S h e a d d s a j a z z y 
a n d s o u l f e e l i n g to her s o n g s . 

T h e c o n c e r t s t a r t e d o n t i m e 
( s o m e t h i n g to s h o u t a b o u t for a w o r l d 
m u s i c g ig ) a n d t h e m i n u t e s h e w a l k e d 
o n s t a g e , s h e w o n t h e a u d i e n c e ' s 
h e a r t . M o s t o f t h e p e o p l e p r e s e n t 
w e r e f a n s a n d s h e v i r tua l l y r e c e i v e d a 
s t a n d i n g o v a t i o n b e f o r e e v e n o p e n i n g 
he r m o u t h . T h e n t h e m a g i c b e g a n . 
S h e l i te ra l l y r i p p e d t h e air - s h e has 
o n e o f t h e s t r o n g e s t v o i c e s I h a v e 
eve r h e a r d . The s o n g s s u c c e e d e d o n e 
a n o t h e r w i t h t r e m e n d o u s e a s e a n d 
s h e e n t e r t a i n e d t h e a u d i e n c e w o n 
der fu l l y . She kept o n c h a t t i n g b e t w e e n 
n u m b e r s . S h e w a s t o u c h i n g l y f u n n y 
a n d c o n s t a n t l y sassy . H e r m u s i c i a n s 
w e r e f r o m all o v e r A f r i c a . S h e g a v e 
t h e m al l t h e t i m e to s h o w the i r i d e n 
t i ty - t h e y all i n t r o d u c e d s o m e t h i n g 
f r o m t h e i r o w n b a c k g r o u n d a n d 
u p b r i n g i n g . Th i s g a v e t h e c o n c e r t a n 
e v e n m o r e i n t e r n a t i o n a l a n d h u m a n e 
t o u c h . S h e p e r f o r m e d a m i x t u r e o f 

her o l d b e l o v e d s o n g s tha t e v e r y o n e 
s a n g a l o n g to a n d s o m e n e w m a t e r i a l 
f r o m h e r f o r t h c o m i n g a l b u m . It is 
a m a z i n g tha t at 67, M a k e b a is sti l l o n 
t o p f o r m a n d c o n t i n u e s to r e i n v e n t 
he r se l f . 

A f t e r a sho r t w e l l - d e s e r v e d in te r 
va l , t h e art ists r e t u r n e d t o o f f e r us a 
fan tas t i c s e c o n d half . The r h y t h m s go t 
f a s t e r a n d t h e m u s i c i a n s b e c a m e 
m o r e i n v o l v e d . The a u d i e n c e w a s very 
r e s p o n s i v e to th is a n d m a n y p e o p l e 
s t o o d u p a n d d a n c e d . M a k e b a let al l 
her m u s i c i a n s d o s t u n n i n g s o l o s ; t h e y 
w e r e al l ve ry t a l e n t e d , e s p e c i a l l y t h e 
A m e r i c a n s a x o p h o n i s t w h o w a s s i m p l y 
b r e a t h t a k i n g t h r o u g h o u t . S h e t h e n 
s h o w e d o f f h e r b a c k i n g s i n g e r s , 
i n c l u d i n g o n e o f her g r a n d d a u g h t e r s 
w h o s e v o i c e a p p r o a c h e d he r c i d e r ' s . 

' Y o u c o u l d s e e that t h e art is ts w e r e 
h a v i n g a g rea t t i m e o n s t a g e . T h e y 
w e r e d a n c i n g a n d j o k i n g w i t h o n e 

f l o o r , c r e a t i n g h is p i v o t a l Great Webs 
s e q u e n c e . Th i s r a d i c a l ' a c t i o n p a i n t 
i n g ' - t h e a p p l i c a t i o n o f pa in t by p o u r 
i n g , s p l a t t e r i n g , t r a i l i n g a n d b a s t i n g -
e a r n e d h i m t h e h u m o r o u s n i c k n a m e 
o f ' Jack t h e D r i p p e r ' . H e a l s o e x p e r i 
m e n t e d f u r t h e r w i t h t h i s b a s i c 
m e t h o d by u s i n g e n a m e l o r a l u 
m i n i u m p a i n t s , a d d i n g s a n d to 
e n h a n c e t h e t e x t u r e a n d e m b e d d i n g 
v a r i o u s d i m i n u t i v e o b j e c t s in h is c o m 
p o s i t i o n . 

" C o n c e r n e d w i t h t h e r h y t h m s o f 
n a t u r e " a n d t h e " e x p r e s s i o n o f c o n 
t e m p o r a r y a i m s " , J a c k s o n P o l l o c k is 
a n i n s p i r a t i o n a l , if s o m e w h a t d i s 
t u r b e d , t o r t u r e d a n d i n t a n g i b l e , f i g 
u r e . D u r i n g a p e r i o d o f e m o t i o n a l 
c r i s i s , h i s t y p i c a l l y v i v i d a n d d y n a m i c 
c a n v a s s e s a r c s u d d e n l y r e p l a c e d by 
h a u n t i n g s e r i e s o f m o n o c h r o m e ne t 
w o r k s , " n i g h t m a r i s h v i s i o n s o f 
d o o m s d a y a s p e c t " . T h e m o n u m e n t a l 
s c a l e o f h is m a t u r e d e s i g n s is at o n c e 
i n t i m i d a t i n g a n d b r e a t h t a k i n g ; v ib ran t 
a n d g l o r i o u s in t h e f l e s h , t h e y m u s t 
b e s e e n t o b e b e l i e v e d a n d e n t i r e l y 
a p p r e c i a t e d . W e l l w o r t h a vis i t d u r i n g 
t h e h o l i d a y s . 

Helena 

Unt i l 6th June 

Neares t t u b e : P im l i co 
O p e n i n g hou r s : dai ly 10am - 5.40pm 
A d m i s s i o n : £7.50, c o n c e s s i o n s £5 

a n o t h e r . It rea l l y m a d e m y day . 
In s h o r t , t h i s k i n d o f c o n c e r t is 

w h a t a n y m u s i c l o ve r d r e a m s of. Al l 
t h e i n g r e d i e n t s w e r e t h e r e t o m a k e it 
a n u n f o r g e t t a b l e n i g h t : g e n i u s , l a u g h 
ter a n d e m o t i o n . M a k e b a h a d n ' t b e e n 
in L o n d o n f o r y e a r s a n d w a s v e r y 
t o u c h e d t o b e b a c k in t h e c o u n t r y 
that , in he r o w n w o r d s , has h e l p e d 
S o u t h A f r i c a s o m u c h . H o p e f u l l y s h e 
w o n ' t l e a v e it s o l o n g unt i l he r next 
a p p e a r a n c e . 

W o r l d m u s i c ve r y is rare ly c o v e r e d 
in m a i n s t r e a m p r e s s . It is t i m e to d o 
s o m e t h i n g a b o u t th i s b e c a u s e t he r e is 
a m a z i n g t a l en t a r o u n d a n d t h e m u s i c 
that is b e i n g c r e a t e d is ve r y d a r i n g 
a n d i n t e r e s t i n g . P l e a s e s u p p o r t t h e s e 
m u s i c i a n s . T h e y w i l l o p e n y o u r h o r i 
z o n s a n d p r o v i d e y o u w i t h b r i l l i an t 
e n t e r t a i n m e n t . 

D. 



34 Arts 24 March 1999 

1999 PHOTOGRAPHIC EXHIBITION 
The Gallery, Sherfield Building 

P h o t o g r a p h e r s set t h e m s e l v e s a n 
imposs i b l e goa l - to t ruthfu l ly cap 
ture the shades , tones , m o o d s a n d 

textures o f l ight. M a n y o f t h e p h o t o g r a 
phers in this ICU P h o t o g r a p h i c Soc ie ty 
exh ib i t ion c o m e near to s c o r i n g w h i l e 
others s e e m to be a b o u t as e f fec t i ve as 
David Batty t a k i n g pena l t i e s . Wh i l e all 
the pho tos in this exh ib i t ion are certa inly 
in terest ing, this d o e s not m a k e t h e m art 
- true art n e e d s s o m e sort o f spark. This 
Is the f u n d a m e n t a l d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n 

s imp ly t a k i n g a p ic ture a n d m a k i n g a 
p h o t o g r a p h . 

There are so m a n y di f ferent subjects 
a n d sty les in th is e x h i b i t i o n that it is 
largely a n imposs i b l e task to c o m p a r e 
o n e p h o t o to ano the r . That sa id , every 
s i ng l e o n e o f the p ic tures w a s safe ly 
c o n s e r v a t i v e . D i s tu rb ing l y , y o u c o u l d 
h a n g any o f t h e m in the Rector 's o f f i ce 
w i t hou t c a u s i n g m u c h o f a stir (maybe 
this w a s the ideal ) . Is n o o n e out there 
e x p e r i m e n t i n g e ven w i th s imp l e t e c h 

n i q u e s l ike s c o r i n g a n d pa in t i ng n e g a 
tives or m a n i p u l a t i n g t h e m w i th a c o m 
puter? 

Ho l iday p h o t o g r a p h e r s wi l l tell y o u 
that y o u n e e d f o r e g r o u n d interest, back
g r o u n d d r a m a a n d s o m e t h i n g qu i rky to 
attract at tent ion. In this sense , abstract or 
still l ife p h o t o g r a p h s are diff icult to d o . 
Abst rac t ion m a y b e a d a n g e r o u s g a m e 
for a m a t e u r p h o t o g r a p h e r s to play, but 
it really is essent ia l t o take that risk o c c a 
sionally. Whi le I wasn ' t entirely sure of the 
o r ig ina l i t y a n d t h e po in t o f Kel ly 
A n d r o u t o s p o u l o s ' m o n o c h r o m e i m a g e s 
o f h u m a n feet , at least t hey still r e m a i n 
in my m i n d . 

M a y Lee 's Blue in all its s h a d e s a lso 
s tands out . It was a dramat i c p a n o r a m a 
o f mis ty c l o u d b a n k s over m o u n t a i n s . 
This w a s certa inly beaut i fu l and w o u l d 
mer i t s o m e c o m p u t e r e n h a n c e m e n t to 
realise its truly abstract potent ia l . Indeed, 
c o m p u t e r e n h a n c e m e n t is so w i d e l y 
u s e d today by major y o u n g p h o t o g r a 
phers that it surpr i sed m e to see that n o 
o n e had e x p e r i m e n t e d w i th it. If s o m e 
one did use the compute r , p lease forgive 
m e for the overs ight ! 

A n o t h e r tenet o f ins ight fu l p h o t o g 
raphy is to k n o w s o m e t h i n g a b o u t you r 
subject . In this way, Grandma and Ma by 
Aki Na i to w o r k e d . The p h o t o g r a p h c a n 
d id ly c a p t u r e d a m o m e n t o f i n t imacy 
and shared it w i th us. Such skill is the hall

ma rk o f a t a l en ted p h o t o g r a p h e r . 
The Old Man ofStorrby Ott i l ie Dyke 

w a s a s t r ik ing m o n o c h r o m e dep i c t i on 
o f a m o n u m e n t a l rock tower . This cou ld 
have b e e n t aken by t h e f a m o u s Cali-
fo rn i an l a n d s c a p e p h o t o g r a p h e r Anse l l 
A d a m s , w h o d i e d 15 years a g o . A d a m s 
m a d e p i c tu res o f Y o s e m i t e a n d o ther 
na t iona l parks a n d Dyke is clearly fo l 
l o w i n g in his p i o n e e r i n g foots teps . Dyke 
o b v i o u s l y u n d e r s t a n d s that c a p t u r i n g 
g rades o f s h a d o w is the key skill in dra 
mat i c b lack a n d w h i t e pho tog raphy . 

I w a s not ent irely sure w h y Aimee by 
Leon i e T h o m p s o n (pictured) w a s c h o 
sen as the w i n n i n g pho tog raph in a c o m 
petit ion runn ing a longs ide the exhibi t ion. 
M y w i n n e r w o u l d have b e e n Sonu, m a d e 
by Jagv inder S ingh C h a n d h a . This w a s a 
po ignant black and wh i t e shot of a y o u n g 
chi ld p e e p i n g over a wa l l , into the lens 
o f t h e c a m e r a . In the b a c k g r o u n d , w e 
see a n appa ren t l y Third Wor ld env i ron 
men t of rubble and poverty. This is clearly 
d o c u m e n t a r y art, but it is a l so p h o t o 
journa l i sm, d i spa t ched f r om the front l ine 
w i th a n impor tan t story to tel l . I r e c o m 
m e n d y o u g o a n d s ee this story, but 
d o n ' t e x p e c t a n y t h i n g e v e n r e m o t e l y 
e x p e r i m e n t a l . 

Unti l 26th M a r c h 

William Burns 

TROILUS AND CRESSIDA 
Royal National Theatre, Olivier 

T roilus and Cressida is the latest pro 
d u c t i o n by the a c c l a i m e d Shake 
spea re d i rector Trevor N u n n . This 

epic play is not to be s n e e z e d at, and with 
a length of a lmost four hours it is not light 
en te r ta inment , e ven t h o u g h at t imes it is 
very comica l . 

A l t h o u g h o n e o f Shakespeare ' s less 
f requent ly pe r fo rmed plays; it is regarded 
as a brilliant satire o n the state, and a skil 
ful de f la t ion o f the G r e e k heroes , por
t ray ing Ach i l l es as a boast fu l cowa rd and 
the eventua l G r eek victory over the Tro
jans as essent ia l ly d i shonou rab l e . A c o m 
edy, t ragedy and history at once , s ince its 
first pub l i ca t ion 1602 it has a vo ided de f i 
ni te ca tegor i sa t ion . 

The play starts du r i ng the s i ege o f 
Troy, in the bitter a n d d rawn out war over 
He l en , daugh te r o f the g o d Zeus and 
o w n e r o f the or ig ina l face that l aunched 
a t h o u s a n d ships. She has been sna tched 
by the Trojans f r om her G reek h u s b a n d 
k ing M e n e l a u s and the e n s u i n g st ruggle 
for her recapture results in a war that has 
d r a g g e d o n b e y o n d all expecta t ions . 

We jo in events at the point w h e r e the 
Greeks , in their c a m p ou ts ide the city's 
wal ls , are b e c o m i n g d e m o r a l i s e d a n d 
the Trojans are b e g i n n i n g to ques t i on 
the leg i t imacy of their s tance a n d their 
abil ity to e n d u r e the s iege . The sense 
lessness of a war over o n e w o m a n is tak
i ng its tol l . 

Desp i te b e i n g the n a m e s a k e s o f the 
play, the story o f Cress ida a n d Troi lus is 
played d o w n , wh i l e the emphas i s is mos t 
definitely p laced on war and its (im)moral-
ity. Very little is s e e n of the pair fa l l ing in 
love and n o s o o n e r d o they get toge the r 
than she must be h a n d e d over to the 
Greeks . W h e n Cress ida breaks her oa th 
of loyalty to Troilus, she is never really for
g i ven , and no reconc i l i a t ion (or even an 
attempt at it) is m a d e . You arc very aware 
that the w h o l e play is part o f a m u c h 
larger picture, w h i c h can m a k e it s e e m a 
little un reso l ved . 

Desp i t e b e i n g centra l to the plot, 
H e l e n hard ly a p p e a r s a n d t h e s i ng l e 
s c e n e in w h i c h w e s e c her s h o w s her 
almost obl iv ious to the w h o l e affair. A l o n g 

w i t h C r e s s i da ' s f a i th l essness , a n d t h e 
insanity of Troilus' sister, you cou ld be for
g i ven for t h i n k i n g that Shakespea re was 
not f e e l i n g part icular ly s ympa the t i c to 
w o m e n at the t ime . 

Howeve r , C ress ida is by no m e a n s 
u n t h i n k i n g or un in te l l i gen t a n d w h e n 
first h a n d e d to the G reeks she d e f e n d s 
he r se l f en t i re l y w i t h her wi t . S o p h i e 
O k o n e d o ' s portraya l o f her (p ictured) 
g ives her extra sass, perhaps a d d i n g a 
sl ightly i n c o n g r u o u s air of modern i t y . 

Desp i t e o c c a s i o n a l o ve r a c t i ng the 
cast we re , w i t hou t excep t i on , lively and 
spir i ted a n d all t u rned in brill iant perfor 
m a n c e s . They s u c c e e d in m a k i n g a very 
l o n g a n d potent ia l ly very c o n f u s i n g story 
interest ing, a n d b rough t out the h u m o u r 
excel lent ly . 

The c o s t u m e s a re e l a b o r a t e a n d , 
a l o n g wi th dramat ic l ight ing, give a lavish 
f e e l , d e s p i t e t h e m i n i m a l i s t set. The 
Oliv ier theatre really is a lovely place, and 
gets the a t m o s p h e r e just right. 

J. 
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THE WHOLE WOMAN 
by Germaine Greer 

G e rma ine Greer is f a m o u s all over 
t h e w o r l d for o n e b o o k , The 
Female Eunuch. It w a s wr i t ten 30 

years a g o a n d w a s a d e f i n i n g m o m e n t in 
the first steps of Femin ism. Since then she 
has c o n t i n u e d wr i t ing a n d t e a c h i n g in 
several universi t ies, a l t h o u g h s h e is n o w 
based at Warw ick University. 

Greer has c o m e to the c o n c l u s i o n 
that it is t im e to get angry aga in . She 
doesn ' t t h i n k that F e m i n i s m has 
answered all the ques t ions a n d so lved all 
the p rob lems . She the re fo re d e c i d e d to 
write a n e w book , The Whole Woman. It 
takes on a t r e m e n d o u s a m o u n t o f top ics , 

"women take all 
the blame and 

have no control" 
ranging f r o m w o m e n ' s b o d i e s t o thei r 
relat ionships wi th m e n , ch i ld ren a n d par
ents. The b o o k is terribly in te res t ing a n d 
has a s t rong ene rgy a b o u t it. The pro 
m o t i o n o f the b o o k m a y a p p e a r very 
mass o r i en t a t ed . G ree r has d o n e th is 
del iberately - she has said herse l f that 
there Is no o ther w a y to d o it in this t i m e 
and age . 

O n T u e s d a y 16 M a r c h , G e r m a i n e 
Greer a p p e a r e d at the Royal G e o g r a p h i 
cal Society to talk abou t her b o o k a n d her 
ideas in g e n e r a l . T h e a u d i e n c e w a s 
mainly c o m p o s e d o f w o m e n , w i th the 
o d d m a n he re a n d there . Af ter b e i n g 
in t roduced , G ree r started ta lk ing - it w a s 

capt ivat ing. She is a natural speaker and 
s e e m s very used to it. Her e l o q u e n c e 
w a s insp i r ing a n d her in te l l igence just 
radiated. She began by men t ion ing some-

o n w o m e n ' s f ee l ings towards their o w n 
bodies . She then m o v e d o n to genera l i se 
abou t h o w w o m e n are m a d e to live in 
fear by clever ma rke t i ng strategies a n d 

t h i n g that is very c lose to her heart - the 
w a y w o m e n have b e e n react ing to breast 
cance r a n d the lack o f proper s c r een ing 
for it. She a lso m a d e gene ra l c o m m e n t s 

h o w they "take all the b l ame and have n o 
con t ro l " . Her a r g u m e n t s w e r e very c o n 
v inc ing a n d she is a p leasure to l isten to . 
Her short talk (only half an hour ) w a s fo l 

l o w e d by a ques t i on a n d answer sess ion . 
This w a s e v e n m o r e c o m p e l l i n g s ince 
s o m e peop l e w e r e trying to catch her out 
and w e r e a sk ing very diff icult th ings . But 
s h e w a s ready for it a n d her natural f l ow 
was even m o r e impressive. The exchange 
w a s very fruitful a n d inc luded c o m m e n t s 
a b o u t t ranssexuals a n d d i sab led indiv id
uals as we l l as major issues that she raises 
in her book . G ree r s h o w e d that she was 
i n d e e d angry a n d that th ings had not 
c h a n g e d all that m u c h s ince the 60s but 
she did wa rn w o m e n that they shou ld not 
be in a "hurry" . F e m i n i s m is still in its 
early s tages a c c o r d i n g to her. To e n d the 

"it is time 
to get angry 

again" 
e v e n i n g , s h e d id a b o o k s ign ing , w h i c h 
lasted for ages . W h e n w e final ly got to 
her , the f r i end I w a s w i th a s k e d a ques 
t ion. It was great to actually talk to her and 
share just a f e w m i n u t e s w i th her. 

Greer is an a m a z i n g orator and her 
b o o k is really w o r t h the read. She has put 
F e m i n i s m b a c k o n t h e a g e n d a , e v e n 
t h o u g h s o m e very g o o d l iterature has 
b e e n pub l i shed in the past f e w years. This 
is the next s tep o f the batt le that lies 
a h e a d for w o m e n o f the 21st century. 

Published by Doubleday, £16.99 (hardback) 

D. with the help ofjabeen Jafferji 

SKIN AND BONE 
by Gareth Creer 

A rtie's sure that his wi fe , 
M a d e l a l n e , is h a v i n g 
a n af fa i r . He ' s a l so 

s t r u g g l i n g to k e e p his f i sh 
m o n g e r ' s s h o p g o i n g in 
t o w n , a l t h o u g h he ' s the last 
b u s i n e s s left o n t h e H i g h 
Street a n d proper ty d e v e l o p 
ers wan t h i m out. There 's s im
m e r i n g g a n g war fa re o n the 
estate w h e r e his mothe r lives, 
a n d his f r iends are e m b r o i l e d 
in it. Overa l l , he ' s not d o i n g 
t o o we l l . 

Skin and Bone is a gr imly 
rea l i s t i c por t raya l o f u r b a n 
d e g r a d a t i o n , o b s e s s i o n a n d 
betraya l . O n the other h a n d , 
It's surpr is ingly opt imis t i c a n d 
Ar t ie is a s y m p a t h e t i c , if 
f l a w e d , character . The story 
fo l lows Artie's at tempts to w i n 

back his w i f e a n d break out of his s i tua 
t i on . In his path are ties o f b l o o d a n d loy
alty, and the sinister criminal activities that 
s e e m to invo lve e v e r y o n e . I f o u n d it 
hard to put d o w n , right up to the s o m e 
w h a t abrupt a n d u n e x p e c t e d e n d . 

It's a bit of a strange book , to be h o n 
est, but we l l wr i t ten a n d w o r t h c h e c k i n g 
out . Everyth ing is narra ted by Art ie , b o t h 
as it h a p p e n s a n d as a set ies o f m e m o 
ries, reca l led to il lustrate a po int . I'm not 
no rma l l y f o n d o f first p e r s o n , p resent 
t ense wr i t i ng like this, but he re it a d d s 
In t imacy a n d e n h a n c e s t h e r e a d e r ' s 
empa thy wi th the narrator, w i thout b e i n g 
annoy ing . The plot is fast-moving, intense 
a n d g r i pp ing . There ' s a sense o f mora l 
amb igu i t y a n d an a lmos t h o p e l e s s op t i 
m i s m , w h i c h g ive the b o o k a s l ight ly 

' u n u s u a l f ee l . 

The s t rength o f the charac ter i sa t ion 
is o n e o f Skin and Bone's h igh l i gh t s . 

Desp i t e t h e poss ib l y b i a sed v i ewpo in t 
d u e to e ve r y th i ng b e i n g s e e n t h r o u g h 
Ar t i e ' s e yes , t h e o t h e r cha rac te r s a re 
c o m p l e x persona l i t ies w i th their o w n sto
ries a n d mot i ves . Art ie h imse l f deve lops 
into a n i n d e p e n d e n t , in te l l igent and 
surpr is ing ly he ro i c character , cons ider 
i n g that h e starts t h e b o o k c h e c k i n g 
M a d e l a i n ' s h a n d b a g a n d k e e p i n g a card 
da tabase o f her poss ib l e lovers. 

This is Ga re th Creer ' s first nove l , a n d 
it's pretty d a m n g o o d . It m a n a g e s to 
w e a v e t o g e t h e r t h e plot o f a reasonab le 
thri l ler w i th a t a n g l e d w e b o f love a n d 
dece i t . N o t a b o o k t o read to you r ch i l 
d r en (the usua l g raph i c sex a n d v i o l ence 
is a little m o r e pe r sona l here) , but o n e 
that ' l l m a k e y o u th ink . 

Pub l i shed by A n c h o r , £6.99 

Gareth 
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SEASON REVIEW: IC VI FOOTBALL 

IC 6ths, what a season! Today's cancel
lation by RAM and the three points 
picked up on Saturday on a mud bath of 
a pitch against GKT IV give us 31 points 
this season, ensuring us of a top five fin
ish and possibly even greater. 

This achievement did not seem pos
sible at the start when we were still with
out a point after our first three games, 
the fixtures computer matching us up 
against the eventual high fliers in our first 
four games, and with such an inexperi
enced, injury hit team we found it hard 
going. 

The first milestone for us was a point 
against the eventual champions (in all 
probability) and two games later the first 
win followed, a 5-3 battle royale against 
Barts in which player of the season Tom 
Wilson secured his first hat-trick and next 
year's captain Mike Nikolich made his 6th 
team debut. Before Christmas a further 
three points was taken in a game 
notable for the emergence of Alex as a 
midfield superstar and a goal of the sea
son contender from Supersub Raby. IC 
6ths were finally upwardly mobile. 

In the New Year spirits were raised, 
and following a tight 3-2 home win In the 
league, our assault on the cup could 
commence. Despite the absence of the 
defensive pillars that are Tom and Oz, 
the developing partnership of Booth and 
Wilson up front, together with the con
tinental influence of Giret (having 
returned from injury in midfield) inspired 
a 7-1 victory over UCf VI, a team one 
league higher than ourselves, with Booth 
collecting a hat-trick and Williams and 
Raval scoring their first goals for the 
team, the latter a superb team effort. 
The real test was in the next round 
against 4th division Q M W IV. Stifling 
the game in midfield, we almost pulled 
it off, two sublime breakaway goals from 

Tom "the Doc" not quite enough to over
come the three scored against us, 
though "Big Al" was unlucky to see his 
header strike a post near the end. 

So we were now free to concentrate 
on the league, and a great run of seven 
victories out of nine has seen us climb 
from nowhere to the heady heights we 
now occupy, with the side developing all 
the time, suggesting even greater things 
are to come next year. Despite 14-1, 8-
1 and 5-0 victories during the spring 
term, game of the season has to be the 
4-2 smash and grab job down at Berry-
lands against the enemy that is Kings VI. 
An unbelievable "backs-against-the-wall" 
display looked like it would secure a 
well-earned point with the score at 2-2. 
That was until Tom and Spinning Top Roy 
weaved their magic, one with an orbit-
entering lob over the keeper, the other 
with a piss-taking run, the likes of which 
man has never seen before, destroying 
the opposition, jaws dropping in awe as 
it finished 4-2. And we almost missed the 
game thanks to Mike not liking cheese 
on his Big Mac. 

Apart from all this the season has 
also seen a number of friendly games 
played, mostly for a reserve team that will 
form the basis of a 7th team next year. 
Also, Tom bagged his 7th hat-trick of 
the season today, playing for the 5ths, 
and this should secure him the top-
scorer's Golden Boot for the whole of the 
London League, his tally now having 
reached 32, with an extra three in the 
cup. 
Apart from him, I would like to thank 
everyone who has played for me this 
year and has made it such a pleasure to 
captain the team. Roll on Sllwood Park 
(Saturday) and see you all at the trials in 
October. 

Rob Davenport 

HOCKEY: DISCO SQUAD 

It's the reigning men. Hallelujah! 
ULU Reserve Cup Final 

Disco Squad 3 
ICSM II 1 

We have gone all the way. What can you 
say? What words can embody the joy of 
the disco squad. Class, style, skill, beers, 
mates. Rezoole Inzuman-ul Haque, 
Tommy Cuntle, Cheesey, Bob Pyle lain 
Pyle, El Capitano, Baps, Peter Tong, 
Chrissy Bull, Ashrafulah Haque, Marky 
Blackmore, Mad McAtar Murphy, Fabio, 
Casanova (walks on water) and Jim Tay
lor. These are the names of a bunch lads 
who have just been raised to a higher 
plane. The grass smells sweeter, the sky 
looks bluer, beer tastes of the summer 
sun. As I stand here on the balcony of 
Motspur park bar the cool air of the 
evening flows past me and all is good in 
the world. 

The match Itself was full of drama. 
The Sundance Kid pulled a bit of magic 
out of his hat after 5 minutes: went 
around 4 of the opposition and deftly 
planted the ball In the back of ICSM's net. 
This first goal put some of the fear of the 
Sun Medallion into the medics and we 
knew we couldn't have got off to a bet
ter start. St. Marys weren't the friendliest 
side we'd ever played, and the entire 
opposition did a good impression of 
Nora Batty with PMT whenever the ref 
gave a decision our way. 

We kept on top of the game 
throughout the first half and had a seem
ingly constant stream of short corners, 
before fABIO clipped in a sweet strike 
into the bottom left hand corner. 
Although we had but 6 supporters, their 
chants were by now drowning out the 
teeming hoards of medics that had 
turned up to watch their side being 
shown what skillful hockey really looks 
like. 

Half time was full of fire and we 
knew then that we were going to win. 
The second half was tense. St. Marys 
somehow squeezed one past the mighty 
Tong with ten minutes gone and they 
wete back in the match. Both teams had 
good chances, but the Sundance Kids 
skilful runs were all to often ended by 
blatantly unskilful barges, but our goal-
poast (of Joy) did its job and kept out a 
huge St. Marys strike. We put together 
some moves that would have had John 
Travlota gaping in awe. With three min
utes to go, Fabio collected a rebound 
and shot from the top of the D. Some of 
the crowd was on the pitch - they 
thought it was all over. As the ball flew 
into the Marys goal and the backboard 
disappeard in a cloud of dust and splin
ters we all knew it was now. 'Nuff said. 
DISCO. See you next year. 

Season review: DISCO SQUAD 
We have all been part of the best season 
that the DISCO SQUAD has ever seen. 
We have won the Cup and dominated 
the league, winning promotion If not the 
league itself. 

The key to understanding the DISCO 
SQUAD is that although we're winners, 
and we've gone all the way - we've 
had a laugh doing it. Our success is due 
to team spirit rather than skill. That the 
DISCO spirit has reigned throughout the 
season is a monument to the founda
tions on which this team is built. 

The nature of our team-spirit build
ing In the showers after the game has 
been dubious to say the least - mainly 
thanks to a certain Flltrum - who can 
spot a dropped soap at a thousand yards. 
Who are we? Tossers? No. Wasters? No. 
We love hockey, we love beers and If we 
met you, you'd probably love us. 

Hasta Luego - its been a good one. 

C&G FOOTBALL-THE FINAL 

A Very Civil affair! 

Civ. Eng... 
Elec Eng.. 

As the sun beat down on Hyde Park, two 
teams of highly trained, ultra-fit sports
men faced each other across the muddy 
pitch. This was it - the final, make or 
break, winner takes all. Tunde, the elec
trical coach and referee for the day 
tossed the coin; civils called heads and 
won the kick-off. 

They lost no time in exerting pres
sure on the sparks' goalmouth. Alex 
'Zachacrapalot' was viscious in attack, 
putting in some thumping shots, expertly 
saved by some superb keeping. 'Lone 
ranger' Druve was a rock in defence, 
tackling hard and frustrating the best 
efforts of Brad 'the Bucket' Baskett to get 

his name on the score sheet. The frus 
trated civils 
kept the pres
sure on so 
much that 
they forgot 
about 
defence alto
gether. Rocky 
and Bassa 
started some 
great breaks 
and panicked 
the d e f e n c e ™ 
on more than | p | 
one occasion, 
but with John 
between the posts the civils felt reason
ably safe. Eventually, though, pressure 
from Paul and Alex supplied Brad with a 
goal, not before time. 

A few wild tackles and strongly 
worded 
exchanges 
later, Elec Eng 
took advan-. 
tage of a terri
ble, but sadly 
not atypical 
defensive 
error from lain 
and grubbed 
the ball over 
the line past 
the scrambling 
John. Then it 
was halftime. 
The game 

could have gone either way. The sparks 
had their defence regimented, almost 
shoulder to shoulder. Suddenly, though, 
out of the blue, Brad shot a rocket past 

the keeper and the brickies had the lead 
again. Heartened by this they rallied and 
Brad had another - that makes 15 goals 
in three matches. Pretty good eh? 
The electricals fought to the bitter end 
but the day belonged to the bridge 
builders. 
When we lifted the cup and read the 
engravings we were continuting a thirty 
year domination of this event by civil 
engineering. It last ran from '69 to '72, 
with civil teams winning each year. It 
must be rare In any sporting contest for 
any team to have a 1 0 0 % record for thirty 
years. If you ignore the 27 year uncon
tested gap. 

Thank you to the organisers (C&G 
Union) and everyone who played and 
came out to support. It's been a success 
this year, let's hope it'll be even better 
next year. lain 
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VOLLEYBALL 

One of the best in the country 
After qua l i f y ing for the first t i m e ever t o 
the f inal na t iona l BUSA t o u r n a m e n t , ICU 
Vol leybal l has o n c e aga in m a d e the co l 
l ege p r o u d . It all started last f r iday, w i th 
a train trip to f o u g h b o r o u g h , w h e r e t h e 
final t ou rnamen t w o u l d take place. U p o n 
arrival, w e quick ly rea l i sed that this tour 
n a m e n t w a s s o m e t h i n g m o r e t han 'just' 
the BUSA f inals, s ince representa t i ves o f 
the Engl ish na t iona l t e a m s w e r e t he r e 
s cou t i ng for top ath letes . O u r t e a m w a s 
greeted wi th a 'where are y o u f rom? ' and 
' do you actual ly k n o w h o w to play vo l 
leyball in London ? ' t ype o f m e s s a g e s . 
W e just s m i l e d pol i te ly. W e k n e w they 
w o u l d have to s w a l l o w all o f that in t h e 
e n d . W e just k n e w it! 

O u r first ma t ch w a s o n fr iday . W e 
played She f f i e ld , a sports univers i ty w h o 
call t h e m s e l v e s Sports Elite S q u a d (yes!, 
that is actually wha t they have wr i t ten o n 
the back o f their tops! ) . They w e r e c o n 
s ide red by eve r ybody as the 2nd best 
t e a m in the t o u r n a m e n t a n d w e got t h e 
i m p r e s s i o n they d i d n ' t c o m e to th is 
match as we l l p r epa r ed as they c o u l d 
have d o n e . B ig mis take ! IC started t h e 
g a m e In an u n s t o p p a b l e f a s h i o n . Super 
m a n Car lo a n d Crazy N i c o s w e r e attack
i ng p o w e r f u l l y , a n d m a d e e v e r y b o d y 

real ise w e w e r e the re to w i n ! What a dis 
play o f skill! W e beat t h e m by 2-0, smi l ed , 
a n d w e n t back to the hote l for s o m e rest 
(more like par ty ing actually). 

O n Saturday w e p layed D e Mont-
fo rd Univers i ty . They w e r e a qual i ty s ide 
a n d had b e a t e n in the qua l i f y ing s tages 
t h e current t i t l eho lders . A g a i n , w e w e r e 
s u p p o s e d to loose this o n e as we l l . But 
g u e s s what? W e p roved t h e m w r o n g ! A 
fantast ic t e a m effort , w i th the usua l sus
pects Car lo a n d N i cos , s h o w i n g every
b o d y they w e r e the best attackers in the 
t o u r n a m e n t w a s e n o u g h to s e c u r e 
a n o t h e r suc ce s s , this t i m e w i th a 2-1 
score . W i th this result, w e qua l i f i ed au to 
mat ica l ly for the semi-finals. H e n c e , the 
result o f t h e last m a t c h w a s o f no impor 
tance , and s o m e of the reserves c a m e in 
to have s o m e fun . W e played Ed inburgh , 
the w e a k e s t t e a m in t o u r n a m e n t , a n d in 
the e n d , w e lost the ma t ch 1-2. But no 
d a m a g e w a s d o n e , s ince 1st p lace in 
the g r o u p w a s a l ready s e c u r e d . At the 
s a m e t ime , w e g a i n e d va luab l e suppor t 
for the 3 rd day s ince the l oud Scots w e r e 
pretty grate fu l for t h e fact that w e d idn ' t 
p lay our first t e a m a n d gave t h e m a 
c h a n c e to f ight for a result. A re w e n ice 
p e o p l e or what? 

f inal ly, o n Sunday (after s o m e w i ld 
pa r t y i ng d u r i n g t h e n ight ) , semi-f ina l 
against C a m b r i d g e . By this s tage, p e o p l e 
w e r e a l ready a sk ing us w h e n w e w e r e 
p lay ing our m a t c h e s s ince they w a n t e d 
to see our players in ac t i on . W e started 
badly a n d lost the first set. But t h e n , w e 
p u t t e d o n a gu t s y p e r f o r m a n c e a n d 
tu rned the ma t ch a r o u n d bea t i ng the 
o p p o n e n t s by 2-11 It w a s a fantast ic f e e l 
i ng ! W e w e r e in the nat iona l f ina l ! Wha t 
an a ch i e vemen t ! At the s a m e t ime , three 
o f our players (Carlo, N i cos a n d M i chae l ) 
w e r e invited to play for the Nat iona l Eng
lish Univers i ty t e a m . What an h o n o u r ! 

The f inal w a s a b i g affair, w i th c a m 
e r a m e n o n stand-by to record the s h o w 
d o w n , a n d reporters m a k i n g interv iews. 
Ou r o p p o n e n t s , She f f i e ld Ha l l am, w e r e 
n o t h i n g less t han the Engl ish S choo l o f 
Vol leybal l Exce l lence . These are a th le tes 
w h o get scho la r sh ips to g o into a sports 
univers i ty a n d d o n o t h i n g e lse but play 
vo l leyba l l . They train daily, play in the 
nat iona l p r em ie r sh ip a n d half o f t h e m 
are m e m b e r s o f t h e Eng l i sh na t i ona l 
s q u a d . W e f o u g h t hard , very hard a c tu 
ally, a n d w e had t h e m sca red at s o m e 
stage (the c rowd was actual ly g o i n g w i l d 
w i th the prospec t o f s e e i n g a n a lmos t 

' p r o f e s s i o n a l ' s i de b e i n g b e a t e n by a 
b u n c h o f e n g i n e e r i n g s tudents ) . H o w 
ever, in the e n d , w e cou ldn ' t pull-it o f f 
and lost 0-2. Vol leybal l Is a team-sport and 
our top players cou ld not make-up for the 
lack o f high-level team-pract ice . At the 
s a m e t ime , Car lo (aka S u p e r m a n ) had a 
b a d injury (or w a s the re any Kr iptoni te 
a round? ) a n d w a s not ab le to p e r f o r m at 
his p e a k (he a lso spen t 3 days distr ibut
i n g au tog raphs , w h i c h mus t have t ired 
h im) . 

W e f i n i shed in the runner-up spot , 
w i th t h e n o t i o n that w e w e n t b e y o n d 
eve r ybody ' s w i ldes t d r eams . ICU Vol ley 
ball is n o w o n the m a p a n d we ' l l try to 
keep it in that w a y in the future . That 's 
w h e r e w e b e l o n g , f i g h t i n g for t h e 
nat ional title. W e also have to thank to all 
our suppo r t e r s w h o w e n t a l o n g w i th us. 
Thanks guys , y o u w e r e great! A n d finally, 
a spec ia l thanks to M i n g , w h o played the 
w h o l e t o u r n a m e n t in jured , a n d Panos 
(Sports Personal i ty o f the Year) for his 
' p ro f e s s i ona l ' o rgan i sa t i on of the w h o l e 
th ing . N o n e o f this w o u l d have been pos
s ib le o the rw i se . 

SEASON REVIEW: RIFLE CLUB 

The year started we l l for the Rifle a n d Pis
tol C lub wi th an influx of keen n e w m e m 
bers w h o really m a d e their impress ion o n 
the c lub . 

The first compe t i t i on o f the year w a s 
the Sou the rn C o u n t i e s A r che r y C o m p e 
t i t ion. Three o f our a rchers m a d e their 
way to Brunei , and put t ing in a g o o d per
f o r m a n c e to set the t r end for the year 
c a m e away w i th c red i tab le scores , o n e 
of t h e m L e o n o r a Lang ( soon after m a d e 
archery capta in) c o m i n g a w a y w i th t h e 
B ronze m e d a l . 

Not to b e out-done by t h e a rchers 
the Rifle t e a m got set for t h e West Kent 
League . This c o m p e t i t i o n is e n t e r e d by 
the s o m e o f t h e very best sho t s in t h e 
country; the g o o d news is s o m e o f t hose 
peop l e are in our c lub . A n exce l l en t per 
f o r m a n c e ( i n c l ud ing a m a x i m u m 100) 
by A n d r e w E ld r idge s a w h i m c o m i n g 
four th overal l , a l t hough this w a s a c loser 
result than it s o u n d s , he w a s on l y o n e 
point away f r o m w i n n i n g , t h e result w a s 
d e c i d e d o n re-gauging! 

As the year p rog ressed t h e s tandard 
o f s h o o t i n g inc reased steadi ly , severa l 
shoote rs f r o m IC w e r e ca l l ed up to the 
h a l l o w e d ranks of the UL Rifle T e a m , 
notably S a m Sharpe on ly in his first year 
he re . T h e r e w e r e m a n y f u n s h o o t s 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e year, w i th our m e m b e r s 
g o i n g to Bisley and var ious Clay-Shooting 
v e n u e s - g o o d t i m e s w e r e had by al l . 

Whi le all this was g o i n g on there was 
a lways the IC l e a g u e to c o m p e t e in ; this 
is the C lubs internal c o m p e t i t i o n c o n 
s ist ing of 34 cards to shoot . The standard 
this year was very h i gh , re f l ec t ing the 
pres t ig ious nature o f the c o m p e t i t i o n . 
Excel lent p e r f o r m a n c e s f r o m Phil Go lds , 
A n d r e w E ldr idge and S a m Sharpe have 
m a d e it very t ight; t he f inal result is still 
p e n d i n g . 

Feb rua ry m e a n t t h e BUSA Clay 
p i g e o n c h a m p i o n s h i p s , four t e a m s f r om 
IC m a d e their w a y to Hul l a n d shot we l l 
o n the day h a v i n g a lot o f f u n , pos i t ions 
in the top half o f the score tab le for t w o 
o f the t e a m s s a w t h e m g o h o m e happy. 

M o r e recent l y Leo Lang put in a 
s u p e r b PB p e r f o r m a n c e at the Na t iona l 
Recurve C h a m p i o n s h i p s , w i n n i n g the 
BUSA tr ials, a n d c o m i n g th i rd in the 
head-to-head c o m p e t i t i o n . This set her 
we l l o n the w a y to b e c o m i n g a m e m b e r 
o f the British S tudent Squad . 

N o t a l i ens to the GB t e a m t h e m 
se lves the U f rifle t e a m w e n t to Sut ton 
Co ld f i e l d for the Inter-University Smal l 
b o r e C h a m p i o n s h i p s . T h e t e a m c o n 
t a ined 6 out of 10 IC m e m b e r s and as 
such the result w a s never in d o u b t - yet 
ano the r w i n ! 

The year is not over yet, howeve r ; 
t h e hol idays see the start of the full-bore 
s e a s o n w h e r e m o r e Imperial v ic tor ies 
are sure to b e had . 

FENCING 

Reading Novice Eppe Tournament 

Desp i te s o m e h i t ches in the m o r n i n g 
w h e n o n e third o f our three m a n t e a m 
nearly d idn ' t s h o w , a gl i tch w h i c h w o u l d 
have mean t d isqua l i f i ca t ion and an early 
bath for Imperia l , w e m a n a g e d to m a k e 
it to the T o u r n a m e n t just in t ime to face 
the City A t e a m . Wi th c o n s u m m a t e skill 
w e s aw t h e m off w i th a s o u n d th rash ing 
a n d t h e n p r o c e e d e d to d o exactly the 
s a m e w i th bo th Herts a n d Kent Un ive r 
sity, e n s u r i n g that w e w e r e s e e d e d a n 
u n e x p e c t e d but ent i re ly grat i fy ing sec 
o n d . By n o w the sme l l o f victory w a s in 
the air, so m u c h so that w e d e c i d e d to 
f o r g o our t rad i t iona l lunch-t ime dr ink 
just in case ou r f e n c i n g ski l ls w e r e 
impa i r ed . 

Rested, w e en t e r ed the direct e l im 
ina t ion r o u n d a n d qu ick ly d i s p a t c h e d 
the City A t e a m w h i c h p i t ched us up 
aga in s t Hul l A in t h e quar ter-f ina ls . 
D e s p i t e the i r init ial a p p e a r a n c e s Hul l 
p r o v e d n o m a t c h for our c o m b i n e d 
efforts a n d w e f o u n d ourse l ves in the 
semi-finals. This w a s aga inst Exeter a n d 
tu rned out to be our first t o u g h m a t c h . 

W e f o u n d ou r se l ves t ra i l ing half way, 
h o w e v e r t h a n k s to s o m e a g g r e s s i v e 
scare tact ics f r o m John ' n e e d s a box ' 
L u n g w e m a n a g e d to e ven the score . 
This w a s f o l l o w e d up by s o m e classy 
t i m i n g a n d a f e w c h o i c e m o v e s by A lex 
' O n e pint wi l l hurt ' Gr i f f in m e a n i n g that 
w e e n t e r e d the last f ight in the lead . All 
that w a s r e q u i r e d w a s t h e d e a d l y 
pa t i ence a n d pin-point accuracy o f John 
' forep lay ' C laeys to beat Exeter 45-42. 
The f inal t h e n w a s Imperial vs the Kee le 
A t e a m w h o had w o n the foi l t he prev i 
ous day. The m a t c h started we l l w i th 
our t e a m m a n a g i n g to k e e p level , h o w 
ever by n o w w e w e r e t i r ing a n d Kee le 
just s e e m e d to have the e d g e , desp i te 
a last spurt by 'Foreplay ' w e lost 41-45 
and just h ad to sett le for silver. 

The w h o l e e ven t was. very en te r 
t a i n i ng a n d w e re tu rned h o m e and to 
the p u b c lu t ch ing our meda ls w i th pr ide. 

A n y o n e interested in f enc i ng shou ld 
g o a l o n g to the u n i o n g y m at luncht imes 
o n M o n d a y or Friday. 



24 March 1999 Sport 39 

SEASON RV1EW: BASKETBALL 

This year has not been one of the most 
successful years the basketball club has 
had. This, however, is due to the fact that 
the club's standards have been rising 
continuously over the last few years. 

Men's Ists 

After a very successful first round 
for the BUSA London Division the end of 
which found us at the top of the table for 
the first time ever, our performance 
started to drop. However, we easily 
made it past Greenwich to the last 16 
beating them 71-58, only to get elimi
nated by Oxford Brookes, who were 
eventually third in the competition. 

In the UL Cup, after a very easy first 
round against LBS, we won two tough 
matches against King's and against UCL 
and made it to the final. There, after a 
very good match we lost the Cup to LSE 
64-57. 

Men's 2nds 

It took us quite long to start playing 
some decent basketball, but eventually 
It happened. Playing in the Premier Divi
sion of the UL League against the first 
teams of the other London Colleges, we 
fought most of our matches and were 
finally ranked fourth. In the UL Cup we 
progressed two rounds but at the end 
fell to LSE (again...). The fact that we 

managed to preserve two competitive 
teams at a quite high level of competi
tion is a great success for our club, given 
that we are the only College in London 
capable of doing so. 

Women 

Our women's team faced a great 
deal of problems this year, mainly due to 
the lack of interest at the beginning of 
the year and by some of the players dur
ing the year. A couple of injuries later 
came to add to that.. The commitment 
of 5-6 girls, but mainly of Sandrine Bot-
tinelli and Stephanie Vounou was what 
kept the team together and now it 
seems to be paying off. Finishing 6th (as 
opposed to 1st and 2nd the two previous 
years) in the UL League is not a failure 
given those circumstances. In BUSA we 
made It to the Shield where we lost to 
Bristol. The very good news is that at the 
end of the year the number of players 
increased and almost all of them will be 
at College next year. This is indeed a very 
promising young team. 

Little by little our club has managed 
to represent Imperial in the best possi
ble way both in ULU and in BUSA and 
this tradition is about to be continued 
next year because we are full of people 
who love basketball and who love rep
resenting their College! 

SEASON REVIEW: CYCLING 

Highs and Lows 
The past few weeks have seen mixed for
tunes for the cycling club. On Sunday 
28th Feb, Tarik, Hedley and Colin took 
part in the Kingston Wheelers 14 mile 
time trial. With opponents such as pre
vious Tour de France yellow jersey holder 
Sean Yates and current National Hill climb 
champion Jim Henderson on the start 
sheet, the competition looked tough on 
paper. Hedley excelled himself by taking 
3 rd place, only 27 sees behind eventual 
winner Henderson. Tarik came In 12th 
and Colin in 41st, with the trio missing 
out narrowly on the team prize. The fol
lowing weekend saw Hedley, Tarik and 
their Great Britain Duathlon squad buddy 
jon taking 1st, 2nd and 3rd in the Thames 
Turbo Evans Classic Duathlon, In which 
competitors had to run 5k, cycle 22kand 
run a final 3k. These races were being 
used as a build up to the BUSA team 
time trial, BUSA MTB champs and the 
Powerman Guernsey Duathlon, which 
is the National middle distance duathlon. 

O n the night of 11th March, however, 
these plans were thwarted in one care
less moment. Colin and Tarik were 
knocked off their bikes when a hapless 
motorist flung open her car door as they 
were going past at 25 mph. Tarik got up 
relatively unscathed, with a badly 
sprained ankle and a bruised wrist. Colin 
was less fortunate and suffered a fracture 
across the cheek bone and a badly lac
erated nose. At the time of writing, he 
remains in Kingston hospital where he Is 
undergoing surgery to pin the bones In 
place. The driver was charged on the 
spot when the police arrived and hope
fully the extensive damages will be cov
ered by her Insurance company. All of us 
In the cycling club wish Colin all the best 
on his way to a full recovery and urge 
everyone who rides In London to bear 
this story in mind next time they cycle 
past parked cars. D O N T TRUST THE DRI
VERS TO SEE YOU. 

BOAT CLUB 

Ladies Head 
Down River 

Saturday 13th March was a windy, sunny 
day for the 287 crews competing in the 
Women's Head of the River Race 
between Chiswick and Putney. The 
course is four and a quarter miles long, 
and run in reverse of the Oxford vs. 
Cambridge Boat Race. 

IC had two entries with good start
ing positions (determined by last years 
finishing order). The first 8 began 4th, 
the first crew off not to be loaded with 
internationals, and the second 8 began 
29th. Both crews had a good row. The 
first 8 slipped from 4th to 10th, finishing 
ahead of Cambridge but behind UL, a 
respectable result, though disappointing 
to have dropped 6 places. The second 
8 performed fantastically, finishing 18th 
and overtaking 2 crews. This is the best 
result and IC second 8 has had for years, 
and they were unlucky not to win the 
senior 3 pennant, coming second to a 
Cambridge lightweight crew. 

These results were especially pleas
ing as '98-'99 is a difficult year for the 
boat club, with no 'home' as the new 
boat house is being built. Also, the year 
began with an inexperienced squad that 
has come on leaps and bounds due to 
hard work, commitment and determi
nation. Congratulations to everyone who 
took part, and good luck to the boys 
who will competed in the Mens Head of 
the River last week. 

RUGBY 

Surprise,surprise; IC 
can play Rugby 

A strong confident medics side were 
well beaten two weeks ago by a deter
mined IC team whose skills and pace 
surprised the home team. Within 3 min
utes of the start the heavier pack had 
been pushed off their own ball by ICand 
the ball was spun out for the left wing 
Andrew Mays to score an early try. Min
utes later Chris Dickinson had kicked a 
penalty and then followed that with a try 
and conversion and the Medics never 
really recovered. 

A try from the Medic's outside half 
just before the interval and one by the 
forwards about five minutes Into the 
second half brought the score to within 
one point but did not dent the spirit of 
IC. Two more penalty goals and a try by 
Dave Gol won the game for Imperial Col
lege. 

Ferocious tackling by the visitors 
and a high penalty count for infringe
ments in rucks had denied ICMS conti
nuity. The ball was usually spilled in 
contact when the Medics tried to use 
their backs and IC forwards were quicker 
to the breakdown either winning 
turnover ball or forcing their opponents 
to concede a penalty while trying to 
retain possession. 

Slick handling, pace and determined 
support running enabled IC to make 
the most of their chances and to secure 
a well deserved victory. 

Peterjoyce 

MOUNTAIN BIKING 

IC MTBers make their mark at BUSA 

BUSA Mountain Bike Championships 
Newnham Park, Plymouth, March 12th 

-14th 
First off, I gotta say how far we've come. 
A year on we're bigger than ever and 
that's thanks to the people who ride 
with us. So many jibbers and so many 
excuses but the hardcore are always out 
on the trails. 

Bike dialling took up Friday morning 
before we sectioned the downhill course 
and nailed all the technical stuff. The 
course was a real tough technical one 
with bombholes, steep verts, log Jumps 
and a huge pair of doubles at the finish. 
A few pedally traverses linked the tech
nicals and sapped the power from your 
legs. However it rained all night and by 
morning the course was a quagmire. 

After the first round Seb was up in 
the top 20. Scott took to cyclocross and 
ran down the course finishing up in the 
top 30. All five IC riders finished in the top 
200 and managed to qualify for the sec
ond run. Awesome. 

The second and final runs were all 
faster, especially Si who lost a full 2 min

utes to move within a shot of the big 
boys. Mechanicals stopped Scott and 
Seb rising up the standings any further 
Hey, we were looking good after tlx- first 
round and respect to everyone fot qual
ifying. DH is becoming a lot more seri
ous, less lard and more training and 
we'll see IC boys stomping all over the 
podium. You gotta have a dream. 

Sunday was Cross Country. Scott our 
only serious rider In the championship 
race. 16 miles through the mud, the guy 
deserves a medal for Just making it 
round. However a storming first two laps 
and a solid run in to the finish brought 
him home before five of the six Birm
ingham Uni lads, which is all we care 
about. 'Nuff said. 

Thanks to all the riders for a fantas
tic effort this weekend. We did ourselves 
proud and made a masslye improve
ment on last year. Thanks to STOIC for 
the handycam. Thanks Coventry for let
ting us burn the ramp. Birmingham - we 
caned ya. 

Tom T 
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Imperial's Year of Sport 
Cup & League successes prove that IC IS the capital's best for sport 

HOCKEY 

Men's Firsts win captures cup; wins the double 

ic 
RHUL . 

In k e e p i n g w i th the g o d s o f sport w h o 
have b e e n s m i l i n g on Imperia l this year, 
the hockey firsts have w o n the Premier 
League a n d the L o n d o n C h a l l e n g e C u p . 

For the s e c o n d year r u n n i n g , H o l 
loway duly s h o w e d for the i r t o k e n cup 
appearance . Immedia te d o m i n a t i o n was 
n e e d e d to put these boys in their p lace . 
If short corners w e r e s p o n g e s , w e c o u l d 
have soaked up al l the bee r spilt o n Fri
day night but our fai lure to conver t t h e m 
eased the pressure o n Ho l l oway . The 
mighty Mo r r e l l o p e n e d the s c o r i n g w i th 
a direct pena l ty flick. A n d y a n d Paul h ad 
glor ious games , r unn ing r ings a r o u n d all 
and sundry . O ' D e a ' s goa l has a l ready 
b e e n s n a p p e d by the EHA for the i r next 
textbook. J ames kept a so l id m i d f i e i d 
t i ck ing over w i th Key lock l ay ing it d o w n 
c h a m p a g n e style in their left c h a n n e l . 
Fluke a n d Mr . M a n g l e s st i f led a fo rward 
play d o w n their w i n g , result ing in the first 
injury o f the day, a n d s o m e irate c o m 

m e n t s to the ref. Supe rb link-ups f r om 
Fluffy p rov ided m u c h e n j o y m e n t for the 
c rowd , unfortunately not so m u c h for the 
f e m a l e s . T im 's s l i d ing tack le comp l i -
m a n t c d a so l id d e f e n c e led by Hil lbi l ly 
Tho r ton , w i th sk ipper M a y c o c k d i s h i n g 
out A-tcam style hassle to their rov ing for
wards . At h a l f t i m e the score l in rested 
at 3-0. With the arrival o f the or iginal roc-
keeter , B. Co l l en , the g a m e pace d o u 
b l e d , but ou r i n c r e a s i n g l y f l o w i n g 
a t tack ing style a l l o w e d a slip in m a r k i n g 
a n d t w o un lucky goa l s for the Beach 
Boys. No t to be o u t d o n e , Sweater Har
ris ran, d ived and danced his way into the 
far D. In t rue JCB style, T r u e m a n put a 
finish to o n e such run and gave slight dis-
omfo r t to the queasy suppor te r s w i th a 
g l o w i n g w h i t e lard-free backs ide . A n d 
w h e r e w o u l d w e have b e e n w i thou t the 
adaptabil i ty of N o d d y Thomas , ably fi l l ing 
in at left back d u e to injuries. Unboubt-
edly this has b e e n the best h o c k e y the 
Har l i ng ton turf has s e e n in years. Con-
gratuat ions to M W i l l i amson for his Eng
land call up ; w e got y o u the re ! 

IC 
GKT.. .10 

RUGBY-Gutteridge Cup 
sponsored by Unilever 

IC take on all Medics to win Cup final! 
15 reward c a m e f r o m a fou l by GKT, w h i c h 

a l l o w e d Chr is " M e g a " D i ck in son to slot 
in a penal ty , m a k i n g the score 10-5 to IC 
at the ha l fway mark. 

By n o w , b o t h packs w e r e real ly 
b e g i n n i n g to fee l the heat. The fur ious 
r u n n i n g g a m e o f the first twenty minutes 
w a s lost as bo th packs set t led d o w n to 
a l o n g , d r a w n out s l u g g i n g ma t ch . The 
break for IC c a m e twenty m i n u t e s into 
the s e c o n d half, w i t h o p e n s i d e f lanker 
D a n I l i g a z i s c o r i n g a br i l l iant o p p o r 
tunist ic try of the back o f an o p p o s i t i o n 
s c r u m . The IC t e a m cou ld s ense victory 
now , but there w a s still p lenty of w o r k to 
be d o n e as GKT g a m e back d e t e r m i n e d 
not to g o d o w n w i thou t a f ight. 

W i th the re fe ree p lay ing w a y over 
the 80 m i n u t e s norma l l y a l l o w e d for a 
g a m e o f Rugby, GKT had put u p c a m p in 
the IC half. After a ser ies o f hard scrums, 
GKT f inal ly m a n a g e d to break our l ine to 
score the last po in ts of the g a m e . With 
the score at 15-10 to IC, and after 94 m i n 
utes, the re fe ree b l e w the f inal wh is t le . 

Dave "Dynamic reporter" Pearce 

Hav ing b e a t e n UCL, St G e o r g e s and the 
Imperial M e d i c s o n our w a y t h r o u g h the 
UL C u p , w e w e r e f inal ly to m e e t GKT in 
the f ina l . W e k n e w that they had put up 
an excel lent f ight against ICSM in the U H 
C u p f inal a n d w e r e def in i te ly not to be 
u n d e r e s t i m a t e d . They 'd w o n their first 
d iv i s ion l e ague a n d had th rashed the 
likes o f UCL and Po r t smou th . 

The g a m e s ta r ted w i th Imper ia l 
b e i n g , qu i te frankly, crap. W i th in 5 m i n 
utes, GKT h a d o p e n e d t h e s c o r e d shee t 
w i th a soft try in the corner . D a z z e d a n d 
c o n f u s e d , IC k n u c k l e d d o w n to w h a t 
w a s obv ious l y g o i n g to be a f ight to the 
f in ish . Wi th in m inu tes , s o m e aggress i ve 
play f r o m the IC p a c k h a d put Imper ia l 
d e e p into the GKT half. The ball w a s 
s h i p p e d ou t to A n d y M a y e s , w h o ' s 
s t rength s h o w e d as he pene t r a t ed their 
l ine to score the first po in ts for Imper ia l . 
W i th t h e s c o r e l i n e at 7-5 to IC, b o t h 
t e a m s f o u g h t w i t h p a s s i o n . The on l y 

Photos: Dave T h e t r l umpan t IC H o c k e y t e a m w i th ULU C u p t rophy (left) a n d t h e ULU C u p C h a m p i o n rugby t e a m w i t h t h e t r o p h y (right) 

Men's Football 
U L U Premier L e a g u e w i n n e r s 

U L U First D iv is ion W i n n e r s ( ICSM) 
U L U C u p W i n n e r s 

U H C u p W inne r s ( ICSM) 

Fencing 
BUSA C h a m p i o n s 

IC ROLL OF HONOUR 
or "T ime for a b igger t rophy cab ine t " 

Men's Rugby 
Gut te r idge C u p W inne r s 
U H C u p W inne r s ( ICSM) 

BUSA Sou the rn P remie rsh ip C h a m p i o n s (ICSM) 

Ladles Rugby 
U L U League W inne r s 

U L U C u p w inne r s 

Men's Hockey 
U L U L e a g u e W inne r s 

U L U C u p W inne r s 
U H C u p W inne r s ( ICSM) 

U L U Reserve C u p W inne r s 

Ladies Hockey 
U L U C u p W inne r s ( ICSM) 

Vo l leyba l l 
BUSA Runner 's-up 

Athletics 
U L U C o m p e t i t i o n W inne r s 

Basketbal l 
UL C u p Runners U p 


