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T h e S t u d e n t s ' N e w s p a p e r at Impe r i a l C o l l e g e 

Sabbs celebrate as rumours circulate 
A ful l c o m p l e m e n t o f sabbat i ca l s w e r e 
e lected in the early hours o f last W e d n e s ­
day m o r n i n g , b r i n g i n g th is year 's exten- o n t h e ro le o f 
sive e l ec t ion c a m p a i g n to a n e n d . D e p u t y Pres ident 

The inord ina te n u m b e r o f real loca- for Educat ion a n d 
t ions p r o l o n g e d the agony , a n d t h e lack W e l f a r e in t h e 
of a late l i cence m a d e the e v e n i n g s e e m c o m i n g year , 
like an eternity. N a t a s h a N e w t o n w a s Dav id Robe r t s 
eventua l ly dec l a r ed ICU Pres ident e lect , f e n d e d o f f t h e 
t r i u m p h i n g ove r he r six c o m p e t i t o r s , c h a l l e n g e f r o m 
Depu ty Pres ident for F inance a n d Ser- N e w E lec t ion to 
vices w e n t to Ian Cl i f ford w h o su rpassed w i n t h e pos t o f 
the q u o t a for v ictory by a s ing le vote ; the Felix Editor. Satis-
re l ieved cand ida te c o m m e n t e d "It just f i ed w i t h t h e 
g o e s to s h o w every vo te coun ts . " Ironi- p rocess he comi­
cally his c losest compe t i t o r , Paul Hick- m e n t e d "The 
man , received m o r e first r o u n d votes, but e l e c t i o n s w e r e 
the s ing le t ransferable vo te sys tem oper- r un e x c e l l e n t l y -
a ted by the U n i o n resu l ted in Cl i f ford 's as for t h e result, 
success . The D e p u t y Pres ident for C lubs w e wi l l h a ve to 
and Societ ies next year wil l b e T im Traitor, wa i t a n d see. " 
w h o was f o r c e d to c o n c e d e t h e role to T h e r e has 
Mar ie N i c h o l a o u last t e rm. Kevin Butcher b e e n s o m e dis-
will be b reak ing n e w g r o u n d as h e takes q u i e t in t h e 

By Andrew Ofori 

Pho to ; Jonas N a t a s h a fulfi ls her Pre-
Pres ident ia l dut ies 

Ka tuwawa l a . It s e e m s that s o m e w e r e 
d e t e r m i n e d to orches t ra te this k ind of 

w a k e o f t h e landsl ide, w i th o n e over-zealous first year 
resu l ts w i t h t h e m e d i c f r o m the B M S s e n d i n g the fol-
m o t i v e s b e h i n d l o w i n g e-mail to his ent i re year: 
the v o l i n g habits "I h o p e y o u all k n o w the the ICU 
o f certain sect ions p res iden t e l e c t i ons are n o w c o m i n g up . 
of the e lec tora te I a m sure y o u real ise that hav ing a m e d i c 
b e i n g ca l led into as ICU pres ident is infinitely preferable to 
q u e s t i o n . M a n y a n y o n e e lse , so p l ease vo te for Tasha 
o f the cand ida t es N e w t o n (the on l y m e d i c s tand ing ) next 
r e c e i v e d a rden t M o n d a y a n d Tuesday , a n d don ' t worry 
h o m e s u p p o r t a b o u t the little h o l e in your ICU cards." 
f r o m their depart- Dave He l l a rd , ICU Pres ident stated 
m e n t s , a f ac to r "It's d i sg race fu l " a n d w e n t o n to say "I 
espec i a l l y advan- h o p e p e o p l e vo ted for w h o they wan ted , 
t a g e o u s to b e c a u s e o f the i r po l i c ies " . 
N a t a s h a N e w t o n O n h e a r i n g o f the unso l i c i t ed pub-
w h o rece i ved 174 licity N a t a s h a N e w t o n m a d e a persona l 
v o t e s f r o m St. a p o l o g y to the first year m e d i c s in the 
Mary ' s , w i t h t h e BMS . She t h o u g h t it h ad b e e n a "well-
s e c o n d h i g h e s t m e a n t ges ture " , but felt that "It wasn ' t 
total be ing a three part icular ly he lp fu l " , 
for S h a n a k a 

Humiliation for Cambourne 
The Royal School of M i n e s c o m p l e t e d a 
breathtaking whi tewash of the Cambourne 
Miners in this year's installment of the infa­
m o u s Bottle Ma t ch . 

Over a hundred spectators ga thered 
to watch the RSM squad comple te victories 
in every sport contes ted - M e n ' s Hockey , 
Football, Squash, W o m e n ' s Hockey and 
Rugby. This historic victory means that RSM 
will keep ho ld of the Bottle for yet another 
year - and p rompted calls for C a m b o u r n e 
to "send real players next year". 

Having secured victory by a score o f 3-
2 in Squash the night before , the c rowds 
gathered o n 20 February to see the bulk of 
the ac t ion . First up w a s t h e W o m e n ' s 
Hockey, w h e r e the Corn ish M i n e r s w e r e 
totally outc lassed by the ICs ide . However , 
despite their obv ious superiority, RSM had 
t roub le ins ide their o p p o n e n t s D, a n d 
eventually the match was dec ided by a soli­
tary goa l . A superb cross f r om S tephane 
Dawson was conver ted by captain Karina 
Tarllng, to give RSM their first ever w i n in 
Bottle M a t c h history. 

The M e n ' s Hockey was a m u c h closer 

By David Roberts 

affair, a l though the final scorel ine proved 
to b e an identical 1-0. The solitary goal 
c a m e after a cynical C a m b o u r n c tackle 
gave the M i n e s a penalty early on in the 
second-half, and the result ing flick was 
easily conver ted . 

At 3-0 up, everyone 's minds turned to 
t h o u g h t s o f a poss ib le wh i t ewash , but 
until the 80th minute o f the Football, it 
l ooked like this d ream w o u l d end with a 
hardfought draw. Eventually, however , a 
l ong ball took their de f ence by surprise, to 

give RSM another 1-0 victory. 
Before the game , the Rugby (the Bot­

tle M a t c h itself) was regarded as RSM's 
toughest cha l lenge. It proved to be no 
such th ing. Ou tc l a ss ing C a m b o u r n e in 
every depar tment - driving their pack back 
on every scrum and runn ing rings a round 
their back line - victory was never in doubt . 
The final score was 30-10; the c rowd wen t 
wi ld and C a m b o u r n e we re humi l ia ted. 
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Glaxo Unwelcome 
Fol lowing last w e e k ' s front p a g e article, 
'G laxo W e l c o m e Mary 's ' , Felix has b e e n 
contacted by Professor M a l c o l m G r e e n , 
Vice-Principal for Postgraduate M e d i c i n e at 
St Mary's. What fo l lows are extracts f r o m 
the letter h e sent us. Felix w o u l d l ike t o 
state that our sources for the article printed 
last w e e k w e r e rel iable. Howeve r , at the 
t ime of g o i n g to press w e w e r e unab l e to 
verify the exact truth o f the matter. W e 
h o p e to resolve the issue o n e w a y or the 
other next week . 

Professor M a l c o m G r e e n : 
"Your front page article o n the future 

o f St Ma ry ' s C a m p u s is a n a s t o n i s h i n g 
mixture o f inaccuracy a n d fabr icat ion. 

The facts, as any of us w o u l d have wil l ­
ingly con f i rmed , are these . 

In the s u m m e r and early a u t u m n o f 
last year m a n y o f t h e scientists w i th their 
research and teaching groups m o v e d f rom 
the St Mary ' s C a m p u s bu i l d ing to t h e n e w 
BMS bu i ld ing at South Kens ing ton . Teach ­
ing cont inues o n the site, but s o m e o f the 
teach ing activities have transferred. The 

By the News Team 

result is that there are large tracts of the 
bu i l d ing w h i c h are vacant, and not up to 
m o d e r n standards for research and teach­
ing . It w o u l d b e tragic to see the bu i ld ing 
rema in in this cond i t ion , and degenera te 
into sparsely o c c u p i e d o ld age . 

The p r o b l e m was recogn ised s o m e 
t ime a g o and w e appl ied to the University 
f u n d i n g Counc i l (HEFCE) a n d w e r e suc­
cessful in obta in ing funds to refurbish part 
o f the 4th f loor for m o d e r n laboratories, 
for v i ro logy research. Work o n this will 
start s o o n . 

Conve rs ion of bui ld ings is expensive . 
N o substantial capital mon i e s we re avail­
ab le with in IC fo l lowing comple t ion of the 
B M S bu i ld ing . Fortunately, however , in 
t h e s u m m e r o f 1998 the G o v e r n m e n t 
a n n o u n c e d a £600M f u n d to be c o m ­
pe ted for national ly to he lp refurbish the 
infrastructure o f UK Universities. 5 0 % of 
this m o n e y c a m e f r om central Gove rn ­

ment , and 5 0 % f rom the W e l l c o m e Trust, 
an i ndependen t med ica l charity. It is pos ­
sible that this is w h e r e the con fus ion wi th 
G l axoWe l l come c a m e In, a l t hough there 
is n o w no associat ion b e t w e e n the phar­
maceut ica l f i rm and the W e l l c o m e Trust, 
wh i ch is an independen t charity. A b id for 
up to £26M was put in by Imperial Co l lege 
on beha l f o f the St. Mary 's bu i ld ing in 
December to this Joint Infrastructure Fund 
(JIF). If the full m o n e y is granted, it shou ld 
al low complete refurbishment of the bui ld­
ing, with n e w state of the art research and 
teach ing facilities. O f course it is poss ib le 
that the bid will not succeed , or that a 
lesser s u m will be al located in w h i c h case 
there will n eed to be partial so lut ions. 

If JIF funds we re awarded , deta i led 
p lann ing w o u l d need to take place. H o w ­
ever, the bid does not inc lude any pro­
posal to a b a n d o n the s w i m m i n g poo l or 
library. O n the other hand, the fully funded 
bid does inc lude a proposa l to bui ld a 
n e w light and airy bu i ld ing in the central 
courtyard to conta in bar, eat ing and other 
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facil ities, p robab l y l ink ing to the s w i m ­
m i n g poo l , a n d by br idge to the library. 

Far f rom sel l ing the St. Mary's Campus, 
it is our abso lu te intent ion a n d determi ­
nat ion to m a k e sure that it m o v e s into the 
21 st Century as a m o d e r n b iomed ica l cen ­
tre con t i nu ing St. Mary ' s l o n g and proud 
tradit ion o f med i ca l research, teach ing , 
and student facil it ies". 

C HARD CHOICES ) 

£212 

Cost per student resident In 
Clayponds Hall (South Eal­
ing) for the construction of a 
new c o m m o n room and 
social area. Currently the hall 
has no such facility, but It 
does have a spare patch of 
land that has been consid­
ered (and rejected) as a pos­
sible site for several years. 
More news on this next 
week. 

£21212 

Cost per student member of 
the Boat Club for the con­
struction of their new boat 
house, currently costing over 
15% more than the £2 mil­
lion budgeted for the pro­
ject. The boat house was 
supposed to be finished In 
time for Henley next term, 
but It now looks unlikely that 
It will be completed before 
July. 

Full Election Results 
The total number of votes cast were,-1339 for President, 1126 for 

DP(C&S), 1105 for DP(F&S), 1102 for DP(E&W) and 1101 for Felix Editor 
Andy Swift 

President / ™ \ > 
f..\\\\\v..v-X 

Natasha Newton V . V \ V s \ V \ \ V 

Stuart Cook 

Hlk. Ben Polounovsky 

' Dennis Palrickson 

DP(F&S) DP(C&S) 

New Election 

DP(E&W) Felix 

David Roberts 
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In brief... 
No Smoking Day 

W e d n e s d a y 10 M a r c h is na t i ona l N o 
S m o k i n g Day, a day i n t e n d e d to he lp 
p e o p l e w h o w a n t to s top s m o k i n g . Pre­
v ious years have p roved very success fu l , 
w i th over a mi l l ion s m o k e r s regular ly giv­
i ng up for the day, a n d a r o u n d forty 
t h o u s a n d qu i t t i ng o n a m o r e p e r m a ­
nent basis. Events p r o m o t i n g the day wil l 
be tak ing p lace t h r o u g h o u t the country , 
o r g a n i s e d by va r ious hea l th p r o m o t i o n 
a g e n c i e s , heart a n d c a n c e r char i t i es , 
and s m o k i n g e d u c a t i o n b o d i e s . 

M e a n w h i l e Forest , t h e s m o k e r s ' 
r i gh ts g r o u p , h a s u r g e d s t u d e n t s t o 
g n o r e N o S m o k i n g Day, d i s m i s s i n g It as 
'hea l th f a s c i sm" . In reta l ia t ion Forest is 
organ is ing a trip to Paris for the day, a n d 
is s u g g e s t i n g that s t u d e n t s all o v e r 
Britain shou ld j o i n t h e m , to e s c a p e w h a t 
Forest 's d i rector S i m o n Clark ca l l ed "24 
h o u r s ' c o n t i n u o u s n a g g i n g f r o m the 
h u m o u r l e s s a n t i s m o k i n g b r i g a d e " . 
Despi te M r Clark's c o m m e n t s , N o S m o k ­
i ng Day can b e a use fu l t i m e for m a n y 
w o u l d be quitters,- as t h e UK has the 
highest s m o k i n g rate a m o n g 16-24 year-
o lds in Europe , th is can on l y b e a g o o d 
th i ng . 

For m o r e deta i l s con tac t Q u i t l i n e 
(0800 002200) or Forest (07071 766537). 

Virgin Internet Bid 

Virgin are inves t ing £50 mi l l i on to get all 
parts o f the e m p i r e f i t ted w i t h e-com-
m e r c e faci l i t ies. V i rg in Ne t , t h e g r o u p ' s 
nternet c o m p a n y , is a l so e x p a n d i n g its 

serv ice a n d o f f e r i n g f ree w e b s p a c e 
and emai l addresses to the gene ra l p u b ­
lic, s ta r t ing in M a y o f th i s yea r . The 
inves tment p lans are all part o f a m o r e 
gene ra l p r o g r a m o f p r o m o t i n g in te rne t 
g rowth , a n d in part icular in ternet s h o p ­
p i n g u s i n g V i r g i n o u t l e t s . W h i l e t h e 
m o v e s e e m s like a p r u d e n t b u s i n e s s 
dec i s i on , it r ema ins to be s e e n w h e t h e r 
the British pub l i c wi l l w a n t to p u r c h a s e 
their p l ane a n d tra in t ickets , m u s i c a n d 
v ideo , f inancia l services, w e d d i n g acces ­
sor ies a n d ho l idays over t h e net. A n d 
poss ib ly the i r c o l a t o o . 

Falling Standards? 

Fo l l ow ing the c rea t i on o f n e w Un i ve r s i ­
t ies in 1991, c o n c e r n s have r epea t ed l y 
b e e n raised r e g a r d i n g t h e poss ib l e d i l u ­
t ion o f the t rad i t iona l ly h i g h a c a d e m i c 
standards in British Universit ies. To inves­
t igate t hese a l l ega t ions , M i d d l e s e x U n i ­
vers i ty is u n d e r t a k i n g a s t u d y o f 
standards in univers i t ies a n d c o l l e g e s o f 
h igher educa t i on across Britain. The Un i ­

vers i ty a p p a r e n t l y w o u l d l ike to hear 
f r o m a n y o n e w h o is in p o s s e s s i o n of 
c o n c r e t e e v i d e n c e that s tandards are 
e i ther b e i n g m a i n t a i n e d or d i l u ted . If 
y o u fee l y o u m igh t b e ab l e to he lp , the 
Univers i ty invites y o u to contac t Profes ­
sor A l d e r m a n , M i d d l e s e x Un ive rs i t y , 
Trent Park, B ramley Road , L o n d o n N14 
4YZ. 

Student Sub-Let 

Shocker 

Two f e m a l e s tudents have b e e n t h r o w n 
out o f Q u e e n M a r y a n d Wes t f i e ld Col 
l ege halls f o l l o w i n g the discovery du r i ng 
r o o m inspec t i ons that their r o o m s w e r e 
b e i n g sub-let. The inspec t ions w e r e trig­
ge r ed f o l l o w i n g the receipt of an anony­
m o u s letter at the Res i dences O f f i c e by 
an irate s tudent w h o had not b e e n allot­
t ed a r o o m in halls in any o f her t h r ee 
years at the c o l l e g e . 

U n c o n f i r m e d f igures sugges t that 
o n e in every five r o o m s in the halls is 
p e r m a n e n t l y sha r ed by a s tuden t a n d 
her or his "par tner " . 

BMA Racism Report 

The Brit ish M e d i c a l As soc i a t i on (BMA) 
has a d m i t t e d that rac ism is not just rife, 
bu t i n s t i t u t i o n a l i s e d t h r o u g h o u t t h e 
" w h o l e cu l tu re " o f the m e d i c a l w o r l d 
This c o m e s as n e w research has s h o w n 
yet a g a i n that w h i t e app l i can t s to m e d 
ical s c h o o l s a r c tw ice as likely to ga in 
p l aces as the i r b lack or As i an peers . 

The adm i s s i on c o m e s as inst i tut ions 
a c r o s s t h e c o u n t r y a re f a c i n g w i d e 
s p r e a d c o n d e m n a t i o n a n d c r i t i c i sm 
r e g a r d i n g the i r p o l i c i e s a n d o u t l o o k 
t o w a r d s rac ism in g e n e r a l . Wh i l e m a n y 
inst i tut ions have f o r m e d po l i c i es o f not 
to l e ra t ing rac ism in any f o r m , it r ema ins 
a fact that e thn ic minor i t ies are six t imes 
m o r e l ikely to face d isc ip l inary ac t ion 
f r o m the Gene ra l M e d i c a l Counc i l , wh i l e 
c o n s u l t a n t s w h o are w h i t e are m o r e 
t han t h r ee t imes m o r e l ikely to ob t a i n a 
mer i t a w a r d t h a n t h o s e f r o m e t h n i c 
minor i t ies . Moreove r , jun ior doctors wi th 
As i an s u r n a m e s have on l y half as m u c h 
a c h a n c e o f ge t t i ng shor t l i s ted for an 
N H S hosp i ta l j o b as o thers . 

The a c cep t ance is by no m e a n s un i 
versa l a m o n g the p ro f e s s i on , h o w e v e r 
Prof Roder i ck M a c S w e e n , c h a i r m a n o f 
the A c a d e m y of Royal M e d i c a l Co l l eges 
sa id : "I d o not th ink the m e d i c a l p ro 
f e s s i o n is racist in any way. I a m aware 
o f a c cusa t i ons o f r ac i sm. But the pro 
f e s s i o n has l o o k e d at it a n d is very c o n 
sc ious that it mus t not be s e e n to be 
racist at a l l . " 

University Challenge 
U n i v e r s i t y C h a l l e n g e 
s e a s o n is h e r e o n c e 
aga in w i th t h e arrival o f 
a p p l i c a t i o n f o r m s f r o m G r a n a d a t e l e ­
v i s i o n . So h o w can y o u ge t i nvo l ved ? 

O v e r t w o h u n d r e d c o l l e g e s n a t i o n ­
w i d e t ake part in t h e first s e l e c t i o n 
r o u n d , f r o m w h i c h the bes t twenty-
four a re p u l l e d out to take part in the 
t e l e v i s e d r o u n d s . I he c o m p e t i t i o n is 
qu i t e t o u g h , w h i c h is w h y the C o l l e g e 
is o n the l o o k o u t to c a p t u r e the very 
best t e a m it c an . Imperia l un fo r tuna te l y 
hasn ' t m a d e it to the t e l e v i s ed r o u n d 
s ince the 1996/97 s e a s o n , but th is year 
t h i n g s wi l l h o p e f u l l y b e d i f f e r en t - w i t h 
I m p e r i a l a i m i n g to r e p e a t t h e s u c ­
c e s s e s o f 1995/6, w h e n they w o n the 
c o m p e t i t i o n . 

The s q u a d wi l l be s e l e c t e d v ia a 
q u i z , w h i c h is e x p e c t e d to be h e l d in 
ear ly M a r c h , t h e four best p e r f o r m e r s 
wi l l f o r m the t e a m , w i t h a f i f th p e r s o n 
a c t i n g as r e se r ve . The o n l y r e q u i r e ­
m e n t is that, s i n c e the se r i e s w i l l b e 
a i r e d f r o m 1 999 to 2000, a n y t e a m 
m e m b e r s mus t not just be cu r ren t s tu ­
d e n t s ; they mus t a l so b e s t u d e n t s for 
next year . 

W h y w o u l d y o u w a n t to t ake part? 
A c c o r d i n g to Chr i s I l a r r i son , p r e s i d e n t 
o f the ICU Q u i z Soc ie ty a n d so le m e m ­
ber o f t h e w i n n i n g t e a m in 1996 still 

h e r e at Imper i a l , " B e i n g 
By Sunil Rao o n IV is a lot o f f u n ; t he 

w h o l e r e c o r d i n g process 
is a g rea t l a u g h . It's ha rd w o r k , but it 's 
s o m e t h i n g y o u ' l l n e v e r f o r g e t ! " 

T e a m s f r o m Imper i a l h a v e t e n d e d 
to su f fe r In t h e past as , b e i n g a c o l l e g e 
o f S c i e n c e , T e c h n o l o g y a n d M e d i c i n e , 
m o s t s t u d e n t s a r c w e l l v e r s e d o n sc i ­
ence- re l a t ed mat te r s , bu t a re w o e f u l l y 
ignorant o f a n y t h i n g to d o w i th the arts 
w o r l d - in stark con t ras t to m o s t c o l ­
l e g e s a c r o s s t h e c o u n t r y w h o h a v e 
t r o u b l e f i n d i n g s o m e b o d y to a n s w e r 
t h e s c i e n c e q u e s t i o n s ! C o n s e q u e n t l y , 
y o u s t a n d a ve ry g o o d c h a n c e o f ge t ­
t i n g o n t h e t e a m ( and p e r h a p s s teer ­
i n g it to v ic tory ) if y o u ' r e o f the 'arty ' 
p e r s u a s i o n . 

If y o u ' r e i n t e r e s t e d in h a v i n g a g o 
a n d s e e i n g if y o u m i g h t ac tua l l y m a k e 
it o n to the t e a m , or if y o u have any 
q u e s t i o n s at al l a b o u t t h e da tes a n d 
se l e c t i on p r o c e s s , p l e a se e m a i l the ICU 
Q u i z Soc ie t y at qu l z@ i c . a c .uk . If y o u ' r e 
u n s u r e a b o u t t h e s t a n d a r d o f q u e s ­
t i ons , y o u m i g h t w i s h to l o o k at the 
q u a l i f y i n g q u e s t i o n s for the last four 
y e a r s - t h e y a r e a l l a r c h i v e d at 
w w w . i c p a r c . i c . a c . u k / ~cah1/UC/ . t y p i ­
cal ly, qua l i f i e r s ha ve t e n d e d t o ge t at 
least ha l f t h e s e q u e s t i o n s r ight . 

SAS Martial Art Academy invites you to 

THE MOVIEMAX FIGHTING SHOWCASE 
In aid of the charity Whizz-kidz - the movement for non-mobile children. 

To be held in the Great Hall, Sherfield building, IC. 
On Sunday, 7 t h March 1999 at 6.30pm (doors open at 6pm) 

Brace yourself for an evening of explosive, close quarter 
fighting as Sifu Andrew Sofos and his instructors demonstrate) 
their skills in the art of Wing Chun Kung Fu including: 

• Unbelievable 7 onto 1 
fighting with weapons 

• Blindfolded table fighting 
• Roof tile breaking 
• Wood smashing 
• Demonstration of Wing Chun 

wooden pole and swords 
• Wooden Man Fighting. 

This breath taking and fantastic evening will incorporate the 
soundtracks of major films such as Pulp Fiction, James 
Bond, Rocky, Ben Hur, and many, many more... 
All performances contain special effects and stunts (plus 
comedy thrown in for good measure!). 

Tickets cost £6, £8, £10, or £12. 
e-mail hakon.tretvoil(g)ic,ac.uk or contact the SAS Martial Art 
Academy on 0800 328 7086 or mobile 0850 200 648. 

mailto:qulz@ic.ac.uk
http://www.icparc.ic.ac.uk/
http://ac.uk


4 Linux Update 1 March 1999 

The future's free*, the future's Linux 
* that's free as in 'free speech', not 'free beer' - a Linux distribution CD will cost you 2 quid 

Last W e d n e s d a y Impe r i a l ' s L i nux U s e r 
G r o u p a n d D o c S o c pu t o n the i r f irst 
L inux s y m p o s i u m , w h i c h c o n s i s t e d o f 
f o u r s h o r t b u t i n f o r m a t i v e ta lks o n 
a spec t s o f t h e O p e r a t i n g S y s t e m (OS) . 

The f irst t a lk w a s g i v e n by L d A v i s , 
a first yea r c o m p u t i n g s t u d e n t , w h o 
d e s c r i b e d t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f L inux 
s ta r t ing w i t h w o r k o n UN IX in the 70s. 
Th is w a s I n t e r e s t i n g e v e n fo r t h o s e 
w h o w h e r e f am i l i a r w i t h L i n u x ' s b a c k ­
g r o u n d ; p e o p l e w e r e o n t h e e d g e o f 
the i r sea ts as Ed to ld us h o w t h e in t ro ­
d u c t i o n o f (re lat ively) c h e a p PCs in t h e 
80s l e d to t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f M IN IX , 
i n t e n d e d to h e l p w i t h t e a c h i n g O S 
p r inc ip l e s , w h i c h p r o v i d e d t h e o r i g i n a l 
basis for L inux . 

In para l l e l w i t h this T h o m a s Sip-
pel-Dau i n s t a l l ed L inux o n a PC in t h e 
r o o m , a n d e x p l a i n e d t h e h a n d f u l o f 
o p t i o n s c r e e n s y o u g o t h r o u g h d u r i n g 
the p r o c e s s . The i n s t a l l a t i on w a s sur ­
p r i s i n g l y s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d a n d t o o k 
a b o u t 20 m i n u t e s , Ihe o n l y p r o b l e m 
b e i n g T h o m a s f o r g e t t i n g w h a t h e 
e n t e r e d fo r t h e root p a s s w o r d (he g o t 
it e ven tua l l y ) . 

N e x t S u n n y C h a n d e m o n s t r a t e d 

By Marc Broster 

Not just DoC students attended the meeting 

s o m e o f f i ce app l i c a t i ons a n d desk tops , 
r e s u l t i n g in seve ra l c r ies o f "I h a ve go t 
to ge t that " f r o m the exc i t ed a u d i e n c e . 

A f t e r a b r e a k for c o f f e e G e r d j a n 
Buske r f r o m the Phys ics d e p a r t m e n t 

t o l d us w h y L inux w a s i d e a l for s c i e n ­
t i f ic v i s u a l i s a t i o n a n d s imulat ion,- w h o ­
e v e r w a s r e s p o n s i b l e fo r m a k i n g 
W i n d o w s NT t h e d o m i n a n t O S for a 
c e r t a i n d e p a r t m e n t ' s c o m p u t i n g lab 

m u s t h a v e fe l t h u m b l e d , a n d w i t h 
g o o d r e a s o n . 

f i n a l l y M a r c o L u c h i n i f r o m t h e 
M a t h s d e p a r t m e n t d i s c u s s e d u s i n g 
L inux to n e t w o r k a g r o u p o f PCs to p ro ­
v i d e h i g h l e ve l s o f p r o c e s s i n g p o w e r . 
I learnt m o r e a b o u t para l l e l c o m p u t i n g 
in t h e s e 20 m i n u t e s t h a n I d i d in a 
t e r m ' s c o u r s e o n t h e s u b j e c t . 

O v e r a l l , t h e e v e n t w a s e x c e l l e n t , 
a n d t h e r o o m w a s p a c k e d o u t w i t h a 
g o o d c ross s e c t i o n o f Impe r i a l ' s p o p ­
ulation,- s t u d e n t s , l e c tu re r s , a n d a fair 
n u m b e r o f p e o p l e f r o m o u t s i d e c o l ­
l e g e - o n e g r o u p e v e n m a d e t h e a r d u ­
o u s j o u r n e y f r o m t h e N a t u r a l H i s to ry 
m u s e u m . If y o u w a n t t o k n o w a b o u t 
fu tu re e ven t s , y o u c a n s u b s c r i b e t h e to 
u s e r g r o u p ' s m a i l i n g l is t ; s e e 
w w w . m a l l n e t . c o . u k / ~ m a r c / l l n u x . h t m l 
for de t a i l s . 

http://www.mallnet.co.uk/
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Letters & Small Ads 1 March 1999 

More on Bike Theft Mary's Merger Welcome? 

Dear Felix, 

I write in response to Nei l Forsyth's letter 
publ ished in the last issue. 

A coup le of years ago , I used to cycle 
to and f rom Co l lege everyday. Within the 
first two months of c o m m u t i n g by bike, I 
had had TWO bikes stolen. The first t ime I 
had parked it at the racks just outs ide the 
Elec Eng ma in entrance, and the security 
cameras we re too far away to pick up any 
useful footage. So w h e n I got my s e c o n d 
bike I m a d e sure I parked it right in front of 
the two cameras outs ide RSM. W h e n this 
second bike got stolen, the security camera 
picked up all the act ion, but because the 
infrared lights on the cameras were off-line, 
only the s i lhouette of the thief cou ld be 
seen, and no identification could be made . 

Given this kind of situation. Security 
could hardly make any claims on the effec­
tiveness of the cameras. M y objection is that 
they should at least make sure that the cam­
eras are in perfect work ing condi t ion at ALL 
times. M y advice to anyone w h o needs to 
lock their bike on campus : don ' t use a 
brand-new bike (and if you want to use one, 
give it a g o o d bash ing first so it looks wo rn 
out!), and take the saddle of f w h e n you 
leave your bike. 

Carol Lo 
Elec Eng 4 

Dear Felix 

O n Thursday the 18th of February, m y 
mounta in bike was stolen f rom in front o f 
the BMS bu i l d ing w h e r e it w a s d o u b l e 
locked to the g reen side of the s tand ing 
fence with a D-lock and a kryptonite cable 
lock. The event t o o k p lace s o m e t i m e 
between 10am and 3pm, in broad day­
light and in an area whe re peop l e are c o n ­
stantly wa lk ing by. 

M y bike was brand n e w -1 had it for 
under two weeks , s ince this was a replace­
ment bike for o n e that was stolen in early 
in November . As I a m not a l lowed to br ing 
a bike into the BMS bui ld ing, I ha ve no 
choice but to keep it locked outside. I think 
it is ridiculous that anyone w h o cycles Into 
col lege every day should have to ride in a 
severely di lapidated bike to d iscourage its 
theft because the col lege has no concern 
over the property of their students and staff. 
I wou ld be interested to see the total esti­
mated value o f all o f the bicycles reported 
stolen f rom the co l lege per year and w o n ­
der if this cost w o u l d be e n o u g h to s t imu­
late a response f r om those in a posit ion to 
take action or is it just a comple te lack of 
interest f rom those w h o are unaffected? 

In any event, the least the co l l ege 
should d o is make all staff and students 
aware of the thefts and encourage peop le 
to look for and report any wi tnessed events 
that could help catch or deter the thieves. 

Terrie Sadusky-McCaul 

Tedd ing ton to property deve lopers , the 
medica l schoo l to a mult inational. What's 
next? A r c the s tudents at Mary 's to be 
leased out to film compan ies as extras? Has 
IC g o n e m o n e y mad? The promises m a d e 
by IC that the second year medics w o u l d ­
n't be adversely af fected by the merger 
have p r o v e d false. By se l l ing the m e d 
schoo l IC will take away their h o m e and 
probably ruin their medica l school experi ­
ence . What w e are see ing n o w resembles 
an aggressive takeover with Mary's be ing 
broken up and sold to the highest bidder. 
Their m inds don't appear to be on the 
important issue-the student. A n d w h o are 
these m o n e y m e n w h o control the path of 
Imperial? I have a vis ion o f Dr. Evil sitting in 
his large b lack leather chair plott ing wor ld 
dominat ion and if anyone disagrees his, fin­
ger reaches for the red button under the 
table. 

Apparently, the discussions with Glaxo-
We l l come about the sale o f the m e d school 
have been g o i n g on for s o m e months. 
This sort o f issue only ever comes to the 
attention of the student w h e n it is leaked. 
Is the in format ion b e i n g with-hcld pur­
poseful ly until everything is s igned, sealed 
and any student protest w o u l d be in vain? 
In fact - is Imperial be ing run by Tony Blair? 

Steven Grant 
B iochem II 

Nice one, RSM 
To everyone involved in C a m b o u r n e vs 
RSM: 
A coup le of points:: 

i) Congratulat ions on a fantastic victory 
over Cambou rne . Long live tradition and 
beer fights in the Un ion Bar. 

ii) Apo log ies to everyone travelling to 
Harl ington for the matches against Cam-
bourne . Due to an honest administrative 
error s o m e prob lems were exper ienced 
with the coaches. Hopefully by the t ime that 
Felix goes to print the post-event problems 
will have been resolved and w e can live in 
peace and ha rmony once more . 

iii) If a n y o n e was o f f e n d e d by the 
absence of the DP(C&S) a t ' the matches 
then I must apologise. I had every intention 
of be ing there to cheer RSM on but navi­
gat ing the w o m e n s min ibus until 4:30am 
on Saturday morn ing unfortunately got the 
better of me . Just thought I'd let you know... 

Mar ie N i cho laou 

Summer Ball Bookings 
Dear S u m m e r Ball Team, 

W e are look ing to purchase approx. 40 
tickets for the Summer Ball for final year stu­
dents in our department to say their final 

farewell. Can w e get a group discount? 
Regards 

Final Year Students 

Reply: 

Dear Final Year Students, 
W e are unab l e to offer g r o u p dis­

counts, but w e will be offering champagne 
and other extras to the m e m b e r s of the 
largest g roup book ing w e receive. Contact 
summer.ball@ic.ac.uk for more details. 

Regards 

Summer Ball Team 

Cryptic Cock-ups 
Dear Felix, 

I write with reference to Gnat Chum's Cryp­
tic Crossword. The crossword is normally 
excellent, and provides a most st imulat ing 
distraction dur ing Monday ' s a f ternoon lec­
tures. However, I can't be a lone in not ic ing 
that the clues arc becoming increasingly rid­
dled with typographical errors. A typo such 
as replacing a doub le '!' with a single T is 
confus ing, particularly in an anogramat ica l 
clue, and you should realy (sic) appreciate 
this. Worse still, accept ing the presence of 
mistakes will encourage the reader to ques­
t ion the accuracy of correctly presented 
clues. 

The answers given the fo l lowing w e e k 
are often roughly accurate (1136: India for 
Indian and Parsonage for Parsonages). Fur­
thermore, in 1136,1 was somewha t thrown 
by Gnat Chum's geography. Ihe clue "Four 
teas with sugar in a t rench town" shou ld 
perhaps read "....in a German town", unless 
there exists a second Stuttgart about wh i ch 
I a m unaware. 

Yours etc. 

Sam Jandwich 

Praise from Patrickson 
Dear Felix 

I feel that I have a f e w things to say. Natu­
rally, I'm d isappointed at not be ing e lected 
but I congratulate Tasha on landing the 
Presidency. I'm sure the Un ion will be in 
safe hands next year. The Presidential race 
brought out a lot of g o o d points and strong 
views that I hope will b e fo l lowed up on -
It w o u l d be a shame to waste all the ideas 
that were g e n e r a t e d . ' 

Various students have had words o f 
commisera t ion for m e today and s o m e 
had harsh words to say about St. Mary's. I'd 
really appreciate it if this s topped . I think 
m e m b e r s of the Mary's c ampus are only 
protect ing their interests. All those that 
voted on the South Ken campus can have 
a slight gripe but for those that didn't, you 

have no th ing to comp la in about. I don't 
really want to use the term block vote but 
I will - it's not imposs ib le for any g roup of 
peop l e to mobi l i se a block vote if they 
really want to. I d o not personally advocate 
It (naturally) I'm just saying that any cam­
pus/department is capable of d o i n g it. Per­
haps this is s o m e t h i n g that those w h o arc 
here next year shou ld think about it w h e n 
the e lect ions c o m e round again. The point 
is though, that I don't wish the graphical rep­
resentation of the votes to be just more fuel 
to the fire that f ights integration. 

I'd like to e n d on a personal note. I 
thank ail those that contr ibuted to my cam­
pa ign , bo th emot iona l l y a n d physically. 
There w e r e so many peop le that he lped 
that I can never really repay all o f them. I 
was always told it was w r o n g to s ingle any 
o n e person out for praise as it belittles oth­
ers efforts. However , I don't bel ieve in that. 
There was s o m e o n e that sacrif iced a lot of 
t ime and effort, w h o faced the w ind tun­
nel that is the walkway, w h o e n d e d days 
smel l ing like a mixture of a print unit and 
a blu-tack factory and w h o gave m e confi ­
d e n c e and strength w h e n I was over-run 
with doubt . Pasca l c- thank you . 

Wel l d o n e a n d g o o d luck to the Fab 
Five! 

Denn is Patrickson 

Clearer Air in the Union 
Dear Felix, 

Your throat feels as t hough it's not felt the 
touch of water for years, your eyes sting like 
hell and visibility is poor at the very best. 
A n d then there are your lungs.... 

I a m of course talking about the Union. 
The W H O L E un ion . For w h e n the un ion 
b e c o m e s active, a chok ing , c loak ing field 
o f s m o k e descends u p o n its interior. N o w 
I myself have no th ing against smokers as 
individuals, i ndeed I have s o m e friends 
w h o smoke . But collectively I hate 'ya you 
selfish bastards I 

The Un ion last Friday was full o f smoke, 
everywhere. Previously I had had to leave 
Southside at half-time dur ing England v. 
France because I couldn' t hack the smoke 
anymore (ok so maybe leaving at half-time 

• wasn't such a bad idea anyway). I a m not 
the only non-smoker w h o has reservations 
over passive smok ing . I hope I a m not the 
only student w h o will speak out against it. 

I will not be forced to smoke - passively 
or otherwise. The air in London is bad 
e n o u g h as it is. Shou ld peop le like myself 
be Inclined to stay away f rom the un ion 
because of this? 

I'm not say ing s m o k i n g shou ld be 
banned - but des ignate s o m e areas non ­
smoking or at least get s o m e decent air-con­
d i t ion ing in and prove to us that the union 
isn't run by a bunch o f insensitive grippers. 

A n d r e w Vivian 
Biology II 

mailto:summer.ball@ic.ac.uk
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Elections are Over 

I wanted to avoid the subject, but it's 
time for a little chat. Firstly, congratu­
lations and all that to the five of you. 
There are still a few mumblings in the 
bowels of IC about vote rigging, unfair 
campaigning and suchlike, but I think 
it's safe to say elections are over. 

Let's be honest, though; many of 
you non-medics are not happy with 
the outcome. Many of you are scream­
ing 'block vote' and cursing the ICSM 
Exec under your breath. I think much of 
what Dennis says in his letter opposite 
is right. I also think that if the medics 
did all vote for Natasha simply because 
she is 'one of them' and to protect 
medical interests, they are likely to be 

Engineering Informa­
tion Resources 

3 March, 2.15pm-4pm Introductory Talk 
4 March, 1-2pm Compendex 
9 March, 1-2pm NTIS 
II March, 1-2pm ANTE 
16 March, 1-2pm INSPEC 
18 Marhc, 1-2pm Metadex 
All take place in Central Library Level 5 

Deadline for letters is 
12noon Wednesday. 

Letters may be edited for length, but 
will not be altered in any other way. 

Letters need not be signed, but a 
swipe card must be shown when sub­

mitting anonymous letters. 

News Meeting- 12pm-
Clubscene "f12pm 

Thursday 
Phoent , a c T2pm 

Friday 
News Meeting . 1.20pm 
Music Meeting 1.30pm 

disappointed. 
The job of ICU President is to pro­

tect the interests of all IC students, 
regardless of their department or CCU. 
Departments and CCUs have their own 
representatives - ICSM have a full time 
sabbatical officer. When Andy Heeps 
was elected certain Union hacks trem­
bled at the prospect of ICU being taken 
over by ICSM. It didn't happen. In the 
registry a sabbatical officer is listed as 
an 'interdepartmental postgraduate'. 
You leave your departmental and other 
prejudices behind when you sign the 
contract. I hope that everyone will 
remember that. 

If the medics want to vote for a 
medic, I can't see a problem, as long 
as they remember that officer repre-

Modem for Sale 
PCMCIA modem by Digicorp, 

28.8kB/s speed, brand new 

and boxed 

comes with all hard and software 
(sealed), Includes some internet/mail 

software,£30, 

Call 0171 244 8060 or email 
dc197@lc.ac.uk 

Interested in spending 
3 months in Nepal this 
summer for subsidised 

research? 
We would need a (female) medic to 

join us for the means of a research on 
the interactions between Western 
medicine and traditional healing 

methods. 

Contact: 
Isabelle Floyaux: l.hoyaux@ic.ac.uk 

sents ICU, not ICSM. Likewise I hope 
that the reverse prejudice, which still 
lurks in hacks' corners in ICU, can be 
put aside. Judge sabbatical officers on 
how they do the job, when they are 
doing it. I would be the first to admit 
that when Dave Hellard was elected 
last year, I was sceptical. I am pleased 
to say that my scepticism was unwar­
ranted, and that I have been proven 
wrong. Becoming a sabb changed the 
way I acted and thought about stu­
dents, ICU, and ICSTM. Once again 
may I wish Natasha, Tim, Ian, Kevin 
and Dave all'the best. No doubt Felix, 
and its readers, will form opinions 
about you next year. Until then (and 
probably not then anyway), I'm saying 
nothing more on the subject. 

Engineers vs Scientists 

Paintball 
£20 Including lunch 
Saturday 6th March 

Sign-up in your departments. 

Evian Reps Required 
Nominal Bursary 
Good experience 

Contact nickt@beatwax.com 

Forget Drugs... Don't Sleep! 

No more e***"**s this year means no 
more fortnights from hell for Felix, 
which is undoubtedly a good thing. 
One thing I will miss, though, is the 
post-tiredness adrenaline trip - that 
weird hallucinogenic state you enter 
when you stay up for thirty hours, get 
two hours sleep, and then stay awake 
for another twenty-four. I have not 
experienced it in its full 'is that a rabbit 
or a Volvo?' splendour since the regu­
lar clubbing days of my first year. So 
sorry if I bumped into anyone last week 
and murmured an apology about lamp­
posts. If you get regular sleep and have 
never experienced it, try it out - before 
that nine to five office job starts. - Ed 

Programming Tuition 
Having trouble with your computing 

course? For private tuition by first class 
IC computing graduate, call James on 

on 0181 378 5442 or email 
JRR1@doc.ic.ac.uk 

Rag Mag 
Still on sale for only 70p 

Available from the Union Office, Felix 
and Waterstone's. 

All proceeds to give rag charities 

City & Guilds Meeting 
Officers and members committee 

meeting. 
Thursday 11lh March, 5.30pm, Guilds 

Office (Mcch tng Room 340) 
Papers to be submitted by 5pm Thurs 

Bicycle Hospital 
Low cost bicycle repairs, spares and 

sales on campus. 
Call James on 0181 378 5442 or email 

JRR1@doc.ic.ac.uk 

Exam Stress Workshop 
'Emotional Preparation' led byClaudio Caivi, Psychotherapist 

Imperial College Health Centre 
Wednesday 10 & 17 March, 3.00 - 4.30pm 

Attendance on both days necessary 

Bookings required - 0171 59 (49381) 

The workshop will provide opportunities to share concerns and explore better 
ways of handling stress and anxiety during revision and exams. 

Royal Society Journals Now Online 
The Library is now subscribing to the electronic, as well as the printed version, of 

the following publications of the Royal Society of London: 

Proceedings of the Royal Society of London A: Mathematical, Physical and 
Engineering Science 

Proceedings of the Royal Society of London B: Biological Sciences 
Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society of London A: Mathematical, 

Physical and Engineering Sciences 
Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society B: Biological Sciences 

Access is limited to members of IC and will be from Imperial College 
campuses only. A username and password are not required. 

The WWW address is: 
URL: www.pubs.royalsoc.ac.ukMODEM for sale. 

mailto:dc197@lc.ac.uk
mailto:l.hoyaux@ic.ac.uk
mailto:nickt@beatwax.com
mailto:JRR1@doc.ic.ac.uk
mailto:JRR1@doc.ic.ac.uk
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Wl for ages- but I a m su re lhat s h e wi l l f o l ­
l o w in t h e f o o t s t e p s o f A n d y H e e p s , 
w h o b a n ­
i s h e d s u c h 
n o t i o n s f r o m 
h i s m i n d . 
T h e M a r y ' s 
m o b w e r e 
d e f e a t e d 
e l s e w h e r e in 
t h e u s e o f 
N e w E l ec t ion 
b l o c k v o t e s , 
w h i c h is 
g r e a t n e w s , 
b u t r e p r e ­
s e n t s a far 
m o r e 
p a t h e t i c 
s p e c t a c l e . I 
h a v e n o 
d o u b t t ha t 
t h e s u c c e s s ­
f u l c a n d i ­
d a t e s s o 
a f f e c t e d w i l l 
h a v e t h e 
m a g n a n i m ­
ity t o t r ea t 
t h e m w i t h s a m e r e s p e c t t h e y e x e r c i s e 
w h e n d e a l i n g w i t h t h e rest o f us . 

Simon Baker 

Voice of Reason 

p o s s i b l e , for a c a m e r a w o u l d ' i n f r i n g e 
t h e p r i vacy o f o t h e r l oca l r e s i d e n t s . ' 

L e a v i n g a s i d e 
t h e fac t tha t 
m o s t r e s i ­
d e n t s a r e 
p r o b a b l y 
r e s i g n e d t o 
t h e i n t r u s i o n 
that is Impe r ­
ial C o l l e g e , 
th i s s e e m s to 
b e a bit o f a 
r ed h e r r i n g , 
b e c a u s e t h e 
c a m e r a n e e d 
o n l y b e p o s i ­
t i o n e d in 
o r d e r t ha t it 
p o i n t s 
t o w a r d s 
P r i n c e s G a r ­
d e n s . If t h i s 
r equ i r ed a d d i ­
t i o n a l l i g h t ­
i n g , s o b e it. 
W h i l e t h i s is 
c l e a r l y n o 
p a n a c e a , t h e 

e x i s t e n c e o f a w e l l - p u b l i c i s e d c a m e r a 
w o u l d d e t e r s o m e a n d m a k e t h e 

S M S 

f e l l , I'll g o to t h e f o o t o f o u r 
sta i rs . Five p o s t s f i l l ed in o n e 
f o u l s w o o p . R O N g o t 

a b s o l u t e l y n o w h e r e , w h i c h m u s t h a v e 
upse t the Rec to r , bu t it d o e s m e a n w e 
wi l l not h a v e to e n d u r e th i s m a l a r k e y 
a g a i n th is yea r . C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s t o al l 
c o n c e r n e d , w h o s e e m to b e a p re t t y 
so l id b u n c h o f c h a p s a n d c h a p e s s . It 
w a s r e a s s u r i n g to s e e so m a n y c h o o s e 
to s t a n d th is y ea r a n d w h i l e s o m e w i l l 
d e b a t e t h e re lat ive p r o p o r t i o n s o f q u a l ­
ity a n d quant i t y , it b o d e s w e l l for Impe ­
rial . 

The P r e s i d e n t i a l race w a s p a r t i c u ­
larly e n c o u r a g i n g f r o m t h e c a n d i d a t e 
c o u n t p e r s p e c t i v e , t h o u g h it d i d no t 
requi re Mys t i c M e g to pred ic t t h e result 
f r o m t h e o u t s e t . T h o u g h in n o w a y 
m e a n t as a s l i gh t at N a t a s h a N e w t o n , 
this e l e c t i o n w i l l b e w o n by a m e d i c o n 
e v e r y o c c a s i o n tha t t h e y c h o o s e t o 
f i e ld a c a n d i d a t e . W h i c h , o f c o u r s e , 
br ings m e to t h e b l o c k v o t e . In a t o u c h ­
i n g s h o w o f s o l i d a r i t y w i t h t h e T U C , 
o n e m a n d e c i d e d h o w t h e w h o l e m e d ­
ical s c h o o l v o t e d [er, n o t t h i s t i m e 
S i m o n - Ed], d i s p l a y i n g u n p r e c e d e n t e d 
u n a n i m i t y . T o b e fair , it is a m a z i n g 
that W a d e G a y e d c o u l d o r g a n i s e a n y ­
t h i n g s u c c e s s f u l l y , but h e has c l ea r l y 
p u l l e d o u t al l t h e s t o p s o n th is one, ' d e t e c t i o n o f c r i m e c o n s i d e r a b l y eas ie r . 
p e r h a p s e x p l a i n i n g h is c o n s p i c u o u s -
ness o f la te m a t c h i n g tha t o f S a l m a n 
R u s h d i e in d o w n t o w n T e h r a n . T h e 
u p s h o t o f t h e d e p a r t m e n t a l v o t i n g 
m e a n s that N a t a s h a w o n c o n v i n c i n g l y 
in o n l y t h e m e d i c a l c a m p u s e s a n d Si l ­
w o o d . The St M a r y ' s v o t e w a s q u i t e 
o v e r w h e l m i n g , 
r e p r e s e n t i n g 9 2 % 
o f t h e v o t e s cast 
t he r e . 

A c r o s s t h e 
' o l d ' C o l l e g e , t h e 
v o t e w a s n o t s o 
r e s o u n d i n g . I w o n ­
de r if t h e 
inev i tab i l i t y o f t h e 
b l o c k v o t e is in 
part r e s p o n s i b l e 
for g a l v a n i s i n g t h e 
a p a t h y o f IC, l e a d ­
i n g p e o p l e . t o 
i g n o r e t h e e l e c t i o n s . Poss ib l y , bu t i l 
c e r t a i n l y m a k e s a m o c k e r y o f t h e 
p r o c e s s . S o m e m a y cal l for a r e tu rn to 
first past t h e pos t , a vas t l y s u p e r i o r 
s y s t em in m y h u m b l e o p i n i o n , bu t at 
t h e e n d o f t h e day , ICU w i l l e l e c t its 
o f f i c e r s in m u c h t h e s a m e w a y as t h e 
o ld L abou r Party unt i l t he m e d i c s g r o w 
up a n d start u s i n g the i r no t i n c o n s i d ­
e r ab l e b r a i n s t o t h i n k fo r t h e m s e l v e s . 

Sti l l , y o u can ' t b l a m e N a t a s h a fo r 
the b e h a v i o u r o f her sheep- l i k e c o l ­
l e a g u e s , s o I w i s h he r t h e ve r y bes t . 
She c o u l d b e f o r g i v e n for t h i n k i n g that 
t h e m e d i c s a r e t h e o n l y p e o p l e that 
coun t - w h y not , s i n c e m u c h o f C o l l e g e 
s e n i o r m a n a g e m e n t has t h o u g h t that 

Mi o r e w o r r y i n g l y , N e l l s u g g e s t 
tha t t h e loca l p o l i c e a re get-

i t i n g a t a d a n n o y e d by t h e 
c o n t i n u e d pe t t y t he f t s f r o m IC. L o s i n g 
t h e p o l i c e ' s g o o d w i l l w o u l d b e d i sas ­
t r o u s fo r C o l l e g e , t h e r a m i f i c a t i o n s o f 
w h i c h e x t e n d far b e y o n d a d d i t i o n a l 
p i s s e d u p s t u d e n t s g e t t i n g b a n g e d up 
o n a Fr iday n i g h t o u t s i d e t h e U n i o n . 
Th i s w o u l d b e p r e c i s e l y t h e sor t o f 
t h i n g that c o u l d h a r m r e l a t i ons w i th 
t h e loca l a u t h o r i t i e s vis-a-vis p l a n n i n g 
a p p l i c a t i o n s . 

C o l l e g e Secur i ty have had a pretty 
g o o d track record o f late, and I'm not just 
s ay ing that ( t h o u g h they d o k n o w we re 
I live...). M y o w n d e p a r t m e n t benef i t s 
f r o m s o m e s u p e r b staff, as d o m a n y of 
the o ther bu i l d i ngs o n c a m p u s , repre­
s e n t i n g a s ign i f i cant i m p r o v e m e n t on a 
f e w years a g o . B ike thef t r ema ins their 
Ach i l l e s ' h ee l , so thei r appa ren t reluc­
tance to tackle the p r o b l e m effect ively 
m a k e s n o s e n s e . 

N e i l F o r s y t h ' s e x c e l l e n t l e t t e r 
a b o u t C o l l e g e Secur i t y ra ises 
m a n y i m p o r t a n t p o i n t s . Impor ­

tant , but far f r o m n o v e l , b e c a u s e th is 
has b e e n d r a g g i n g o n for as l o n g as 
a n y o n e c a n r e m e m b e r . C o l u m n m i l e s 

h a v e b e e n w r i t t e n 
by myse l f a n d o t h ­
ers, w i t h p r e c i o u s 
l itt le pos i t i v e o u t ­
c o m e , a n d severa l 
i nc iden ts s p r i n g to 
m i n d ; t h e 
b e s t / w o r s t m u s t 
su re l y be t h e b i k e 
r e m o v e d by cu t ­
t i n g a W a l k w a y 
b i k e s t a n d w i t h a 
p o w e r s a w w i t h o u t 
a n y o n e ba t t i ng an 
e y e l i d . For w h a t 

s e e m s l ike a r e a s o n a b l y s i m p l e p r o b ­
l e m to t a ck l e , t h e C o l l e g e a t t i t ude has 
a lways b e e n p u z z l i n g a n d d e e p l y d i s ­
a p p o i n t i n g . K e n 
W e i r ' s l e t t e r w a s 
u n c h a r a c t e r i s t i ­
c a l l y u n c o n v i n c ­
i n g , r a i s i n g m o r e 
q u e s t i o n s t h a n it 
s o u g h t t o a n s w e r . 

T h e o b v i o u s 
m o v e , as N e i l s u g ­
ges ts , w o u l d b e to 
instal l a c a m e r a or 
t w o t o c o v e r t h e 
S o u t h s i d e b i k e racks, a n d for that mat ­
ter, all the others . This appa ren t l y is not 

"It was good to see 
so many 

candidates...while some 
will debate the relative 

proportions of 
quality and quantity, it 

bodes well for Imperial." 

T h e ' a d v a n t a g e ' o f b i k e c r i m e o v e r 
o t h e r f o r m s o f the f t is the c o n c e n t r a ­
t i on o f t h e targets- it is no t that h a r d 
to c o v e r all o f C o l l e g e ' s b i k e s t a n d s . 
This s h o u l d not p rove to b e very cost ly , 
a n d is c e r t a i n l y b e t t e r t h a n p l a i n ­
c l o t h e s o p e r a t i o n by the p o l i c e . At th is 
p o i n t , s o m e o n e 
w i l l b l e a t a b o u t 
r e s o u r c e s . It 
n e v e r c e a s e s t o 
a m a z e m c h o w 
s o m e p e o p l e 
h a v e t h e b a r e ­
f a c e d c h e e k to 
b l o c k s m a l l , 
impor t an t pro jec ts 
in t h e n a m e o f 
t i gh t b u d g e t s , at 
a n i n s t i t u t i o n 
w h o s e t r a c k 
r e c o r d fo r p r o f l i ­
g a c y m a k e s I m e l d a M a r c o s ' f o o t w e a r 
c o l l e c t i o n l o o k f r u g a l . T h e C o l l e g e p ro ­
d u c e d a £12 m i l l i o n s u r p l u s in 97/98, 

g i v i n g u s o v e r a l l 
r e s e r v e s o f £42.7 
m i l l i o n . O n t h i s 
bas i s a l o n e , t h e r e 
is n o e x c u s e f o r 
n o t s p e n d i n g a 

' f e w t h o u s a n d o n 
t h e n e c e s s a r y 
c a m e r a s ; if it cos t s 
a n y m o r e t h a n 
that , it ' l l be d u e to 

t h e u s e o f a C o l ­
l e g e A p p r o v e d C o w b o y , er C o n t r a c t o r , 
but d o n ' t ge t m e s ta r t ed o n that . 

"...It never ceases 
to amaze me how 

some people have the 
bare-faced cheek to 

block important 
projects in the name of 

tight budgets..." 

"...this election will be 
won by a medic on 

every occasion that they 
choose to field a 

candidate..." 

f h i l e o n t h e s u b j e c t o f I m p e ­
r i a l ' s i n c r e d i b l y l i m i t e d 
r e s o u r c e s , it w a s c u r i o u s to 

n o t e t ha t w e h a v e m o r e s t a f f e a r n i n g 
£50,000+ t h a n O x f o r d a n d C a m b r i d g e 
c o m b i n e d . Th i s c o n c e r n s m e . D o n ' t 
ge t m c w r o n g , I h a v e n o p r o b l e m 
w i t h p a y i n g o u r a c a d e m i c s a d e c e n t 
s a l a r y . O n t h e c o n t r a r y , I s t r o n g l y 
b e l i e v e t h a t t h e b e s t r e s e a r c h e r s 
s h o u l d b e p r o p e r l y r e w a r d e d . Na t i ona l 
p a y s c a l e s s h o u l d , o f c o u r s e , b e 
s c r a p p e d , g i v i n g un i ve r s i t i e s c o m p l e t e 

f r e e d o m to pay 
w h a t e v e r t h e y 
w a n t , i n c l u d i n g 
t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n 
o f p e r f o r m a n c e -
r e l a t e d pay . 

M y u n e a s e 
s t e m s f r o m 
a n o t h e r q u e s t i o n -
h o w m a n y a r e 
a c a d e m i c s ta f f ? 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y , 
s u c h f i g u r e s a r e 
n o t p u b l i s h e d by 

EIEFCE, so I h a v e to 
l imi t m y s e l f to c a t c h i n g w h i s p e r s o n 
t h e b r e e z e f r o m o t h e r s d i s c u s s i n g the 
s a m e p o i n t in t h e SCR. T h e t r u t h is 
tha t w e s e e m to h a v e a s i g n i f i c a n t 
n u m b e r o f p e o p l e in S h e r f i c l d o n 
s u c h s a l a r i e s . I s u p p o s e th i s is to be 
e x p e c t e d w i t h s u c h a b l o a t e d m a n ­
a g e m e n t s t r u c t u r e c a u s e d by d e c a d e s 
o f e m p i r e b u i l d i n g . H o w e v e r , that 
d o e s n o t m a k e it a c c e p t a b l e . It w o u l d 
b e a n i n t e r e s t i n g e x e r c i s e t o s e c h o w 
m u c h m o n e y c o u l d p l o u g h e d i n t o 
a c a d e m i c sa l a r i es by t a k i n g a m a c h e t e 
to o u r a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . 

G o o n , S u i t e l i v e , w h a t d o y o u 
say? W e c o u l d e v e n g e t t h e c o n s u l ­
t an t s in o n t h i s o n e . . . 
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THE HOUSE OF BERNARDA ALBA 
Rose Bruford College at the ICA 
The P laywr ight w a s d r a g g e d ou t o f 

b e d just b e f o r e d a w n . Fear a n d 
c o n f u s i o n hit h i m like a b o m b blast 

in a c r o w d e d street . H e w a s ha l f-naked 
but they ins i s ted h e g o o u t in to t h e 
yard b eh ind the h o u s e ; s o m e o n e k i cked 
h i m ha rd . They s t o p p e d at a spo t near 
a b i g tree; t h e Playwright n o t i c e d o n e o f 
t h e m h a d a g u n . T h e y t o l d t h e Play­
wr ight he c o u l d s m o k e a c iga re t te , but 
his h a n d s w e r e s h a k i n g t o o bad l y t o 
light it. S o m e t i m e later a five-year o ld girl 
f o u n d t h e P laywr ight ' s b o d y l y i ng in a 
d i t ch . Her fa ther sa id h e r e m e m b e r e d 
h e a r i n g a g u n s h o t ear ly o n e m o r n i n g . 

The P laywr ight w a s Fede r i co G a r c i a 
Lorca , a n d th is is h o w I i m a g i n e his 
m u r d e r by Fascist so ld i e r s . The m u r d e r 
t o o k p lace a short t i m e af ter h e h a d f i n ­
i s h e d w r i t i n g t h e p lay The House of 
Bernada Alba. The year w a s 1936 a n d 
the Spanish Civil War w a s just b e g i n n i n g . 
Lorca is o n e o f t h e f ines t wr i t e r s o f t h e 
20th c e n t u r y a n d th i s p r o d u c t i o n b y 
d r a m a s tudents at t h e f a m o u s Rose Bru­
fo rd C o l l e g e is o n e o f t h e f ines t p lays I 
have s e e n r e c e n t l y . T h e s to ry d o c u ­
men t s t h e i so l a ted a n d l o ve l e s s e x p e r i ­
e n c e o f s isters t r a p p e d in a h o u s e by 
their oppress i ve a n d insens i t i ve m o t h e r , 
B e r n a d a A l b a . The re a re n o m e n in t h e 

play, yet t h e sisters have e a c h fa l l en In 
love w i t h a n a l m o s t myth i ca l m a l e f i g ­
u re , P e p e el R o m a n o , w h o they ta lk 
a b o u t al l t h e t i m e s i n c e t hey s e e h i m as 
the i r o n l y m e a n s o f e s c a p e . 

In o n e sense , Ihe play is a d a m n i n g 
i n d i c t m e n t o f the p a r o c h i a l i s m of rural 

a n d s u f f o c a t i n g . The c o m p a n y s u c c e e d 
excep t for o n e s l ip . At the e n d o f t h e 
s e c o n d act, the fami l y d i s cove r that v i g ­
i l an t e s a re a b o u t l o l y n c h a s i n g l e 
m o t h e r . They r e s p o n d by f a c i n g t h e 
a u d i e n c e a n d s h o u t i n g 'Kill her! ' , w h i c h 
w a s l aughab l y a m a t e u r . 

l i fe - Jean de Florette w i t h o u t Ge ra rd 
Depa rd i eu , if you like. But it is m o r e than 
just h is tor ica l r epo r t age ; it exp lo r e s the 
i so l a t ion that e v e r y o n e fee ls at t imes . A 
g o o d interpretat ion needs to be in tense 

The ent i re cast g a v e g o o d pe r fo r ­
m a n c e s . In part icular , 1 l o r e n c i a C o r d e u 
c o n v i n c i n g l y p l a yed an o ld w o m a n in 
the d e m a n d i n g but vital role o f B e r n a d a 
A l b a . Karin I n g h a m m e r w a s exce l l en t 

as A d e l a - a pe r suas i ve portrayal is really 
n e e d e d h e r e b e c a u s e , as t h e y o u n g e s t 
d a u g h t e r , s h e e m b o d i e s t h e last ray o f 
h o p e . 

In o n e s c e n e , I n g h a m m e r a c c i d e n ­
tally t r i p p e d over a chair , but s h e recov ­
e r e d , m a k i n g t h e i n c i d e n t l o o k 
de l ibe ra te . This s h o w s great c o n f i d e n c e 
a n d a l t h o u g h t h e r e m u s t ha ve b e e n 
first-night nerves, all the actors d isp layed 
a leve l o f t e c h n i c a l c o m p e t e n c e w h i c h 
m a r k e d t h e m ou t as p ro f e s s i ona l s . The 
o n l y o t h e r a c c i d e n t w a s a r o p e s u d ­
d e n l y d r o p p i n g f r o m t h e f l ies : it l o o k e d 
like a n o o s e . Heavy w i th s y m b o l i s m per­
haps , but I d o n ' t t h i n k it w a s i n t e n d e d ! 

Y o u ' v e m i s s e d t h e c h a n c e to catch 
th is s h o w , but t h e c o m p a n y are pu t t ing 
o n a s e a s o n o f p o p u l a r p lays at t h e ICA 
(Institute o f C o n t e m p o r a r y Arts). If this 
first p e r f o r m a n c e is a n y t h i n g to g o by, 
t h e o t h e r s a r e w e l l w o r t h s e e i n g . 
R e m e m b e r , w e ' r e t a l k i n g Rose Bruford 
C o l l e g e (up t h e r e w i t h RADA ) w h i c h 
m e a n s y o u c o u l d s e e a c t o r s w h o 
b e c o m e t h e next Kate W ins le t or Ralph 
F i ennes . A n d y o u s a w t h e m first, w h i c h 
is d e f i n i t e l y w o r t h £4 o f a n y o n e ' s 
m o n e y . 

William Burns 

TOAST 
Royal Court Theatre Upstairs 

Set in a Yorkshire bread factory in the 
1970s, Toast is essent ia l ly a n e x a m ­
ina t i on o f t h e d i f f e r e n t w a y s in 

w h i c h p e o p l e c o p e w i th m o n o t o n y a n d 
b o r e d o m . Indeed , the factory staff r o o m 
dur ing the Sunday n ight shift m a y not 
s e e m the mos t exc i t ing o f loca t i ons for 
a play, but y o u wi l l f i nd you r se l f capt i ­
vated a n d re luctant to leave . 

With n o plot as s u c h , t h e c h a r m lies 
in the extraordinary a n d fasc ina t ing char­
acters, a n d w i th an exce l l en t cast to play 
t h e m , the persona l i t i es o f all s e v e n are 
brought out brilliantly. M a r k Wi l l iams ( t e d 
Dwarf, The Fast Show) a n d S a m Kelly 
(Coronation Street) ate t w o o f t h e better 
k n o w n o n e s , but o n b o a r d are a lso t w o 
prof ic ient S h a k e s p e a r e actors a n d s o m e 
very e x p e r i e n c e d theat re stars. 

Each o f t h e m has a d i f fe rent w a y o f 
g e t t i n g t h r o u g h t h e 12-hour sh i f t s -
the r e ' s t h e real ist , t h e o p t i m i s t , t h e 
dimwit , the hard worker , the escapist, the 
se l f i m p o r t a n t o n e a n d t h e luna t i c . 
Th roughou t the cou r se o f the play t hey 
reveal their id iosyncras ies , mo t i va t i ons 
and detai ls a b o u t their ou t s ide lives. 

The play is wri t ten by stand-up c o m e ­
d i an R i cha rd B e a n w h o has ac tua l l y 

w o r k e d in the bread industry a n d the 
director, Richard Wi l son (One Foot in the 
Crave) ensures that n o n e of the h u m o u r 
is lost. There are s o m e very funny scenes, 

d o e s this by m a k i n g their h u m d r u m lives 
a p p e a r m o r e c o n v i n c i n g a n d it real ly 
does feel we i rd to be so enthral led by the 
m o n o t o n y of their l ives. 

a n d in fact re l i eved that in t h e e n d no th ­
i ng has c h a n g e d . The plant is f a c ed wi th 
c losure a n d the w o r k e r s a re fo r ced to 
con f ron t their real f e e l i ngs a b o u t their 
j obs . This i l lustrates the characters ' f ee l ­
ings o f b e i n g t r a p p e d , a n d thei r lack of 
cont ro l over their o w n lives. Yet w e are 
a lso s h o w n thei r s t range re luc tance to 
leave it, a n d to k e e p eve r y th ing h o w it 
has a lways b e e n . 

A n o t h e r r ecu r r ing t h e m e in the play 
is identity, a n d h o w to d e f i n e yourse l f 
w h e n y o u have n o spec i f i c role in life but 
t i nn i ng b read . A g a i n , w e are s h o w n h o w 
e a c h o f the characters c o p e s w i th their 
a n o n y m i t y a n d w e leave w i th a real f ee l ­
i ng o f k n o w i n g a n d u n d e r s t a n d i n g each 
o f t h e m . 

You' l l w a n t to be back to see what 
h a p p e n s in t h e next shift . 

Judy 

Unt i l 6th M a r c h 

Neares t Tube: Le icester Square 
Tickets: £5 c o n c e s s i o n s , s t and ing 10p 
P e r f o r m a n c e t imes : M o n d a y - Saturday 
7 p m 

a n d Bean ' s o b v i o u s ins ider k n o w l e d g e A s t agge r i ng turn o f even ts a d d s a 
a d d s a n e l e m e n t o f au then t i c i t y that hint of p romise on the storyline front, but 
s o m e h o w s e e m s to m a k e the play all the w h e n n o t h i n g c o m e s o f this y o u wi l l 
m o r e en t r anc i ng . It is s t range in that it f ind yourse l f surpr is ingly u n d i s a p p o i n t e d 
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BLOOD WEDDING 
Union Concert Hall 

The first p r o d u c t i o n by t h e n e w l y 
m e r g e d ICSM D r a m a Soc iety w a s 
Feder i co Ga r c i a Lorca 's Blood Wed­

ding, p e r f o r m e d o n 17, 19 a n d 20 Feb­
ruary. 

The play is set in 1920s rural Spa in , 
a n d tells t h e t rue story o f a n ill-fated 
w e d d i n g . The b r i de , d a u g h t e r o f a 
wea l thy h e m p farmer , is still in love w i th 
L e o n a r d o ( i nc iden t l y t h e o n l y n a m e d 
character) , w h o is n o w mar r i ed w i th a 
c h i l d . L e o n a r d o ' s f a m i l y has b e e n 
involved in a f eud wi th the b r i d e g r o o m ' s 
family, in w h i c h the g r o o m ' s fa ther a n d 
bro ther ha ve b e e n k i l l ed , l e a v i n g his 
mothe r ne r vous a n d protec t i ve o f h i m . 
Still w i th me? G o o d . Straight after t he 
w e d d i n g , t h e b r i d e runs a w a y w i t h 
Leona rdo a n d the g r o o m chases t h e m . 
He ca tches the fug i t ives after a m o o n l i t 
pursuit t h r o u g h t h e forest , a n d bo th he 
a n d Leona rdo are ki l led in the e n s u i n g 
f ight . 

A l t h o u g h t h e plot is actua l ly fairly 
stra ightforward, B l ood W e d d i n g is heavy 
on s ymbo l i sm a n d m e a n i n g . The script is 
qui te sty l ised, w i th m u c h repe t i t i on o f 
phrases a n d r i tua l ism. Lorca w r o t e it in 
t h e style o f a G r e e k t r a g e d y ; f o r c e s 
b e y o n d the characters ' con t ro l take over 
the i r a c t i ons . In th is c a se t h e m a i n 
t h e m e s are love a n d fami ly - the b l o o d 
o f the title refers t o f e u d s a n d hered i t y 
as m u c h as it d o e s to the m u r d e r s . 

The s t rongest characters in t h e play 
are the women,- t h e br ide , the g r o o m ' s 
mo the r a n d Leona rdo ' s w i f e . They are 
left to c o p e after t h e dea ths , a n d c o m e 

a i d e d by d a z z l i n g l igh t ing ef fects and 
we l l - chosen exce rp t s o f c lass ica l mus i c . 
The d rama t i c e f f ec t s w e r e impress i ve , 
a l t h o u g h it w a s occas iona l l y diff icult to 
f o l l o w the a c t i on ( try ing to take p h o t o s 
at the s a m e t ime p robab l y d idn ' t he lp , 
t h o u g h ) . C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s a r e d u e to 
director Ros ic Bcal-Prcston, a n d her assis­
tant Ranti A t i josan for a n impress i ve per­
f o r m a n c e . W e can on ly l ook fo rward to 
their next p r o d u c t i o n . 

Garclh 

t h r o u g h w i th digni ty . 
Desp i t e the c o m p l e x and at t imes 

s t r a i n e d scr ipt , t h e p r o d u c t i o n w a s 
ext reme ly g o o d . The cast turned in great 
p e r f o r m a n c e s t h r o u g h o u t - in particular, 
Farah R c h m a n w a s e x c e l l e n t as the 

mothe r o f the g r o o m . The sets, 
m a k e u p a n d c o s t u m e s w e r e 
a lso very we l l d o n e , g i v ing the 
w h o l e p e r f o r m a n c e a dist inct ly 
Span ish fee l . There w a s a real 
in tens i ty l o the later s c e n e s , 

HARRODS INTERNATIONAL PIANO SERIES 
Royal Festival Hall 

This y e a r is t h e t e n t h a n n i v e r s a r y 
o f t h e a n n u a l i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
p i a n o s e r i e s o n t h e S o u t h B a n k . 

T h e Roya l F e s t i v a l H a l l h a s i n v i t e d 
t h e s ta rs fo r t h e o c c a s i o n . 

Daniel B a r e n b o i m , o n e o f t h e 
i w o r l d ' s m o s t l o v e d p i a n i s t s , p e r ­

f o r m e d o n 7 F e b r u a r y . T h e h a l l w a s 
a b s o l u t e l y f u l l , e v e n w i t h e x t r a s e a t s 
a d d e d o n s t a g e n e a r t h e m a g n i f i ­
c en t p i a n o . I w a s l u c k y e n o u g h to b e 

! s i t t i n g r a the r h i g h u p in t h e b a l c o n y . 
T h e v i e w w a s s i m p l y s t u n n i n g , w i t h 
t h e p e o p l e s u r r o u n d i n g t h e p e r ­
f o r m e r a n d h i s i n s t r u m e n t . B a r e n -
b o i m ' s p r o g r a m m e w a s a t r e a t . F ie 
s t a r t e d o f f w i t h t w o s o n a t a s b y 
B e e t h o v e n , b o t h q u i t e f a m o u s a n d 
l o v e l y p i e c e s o f m u s i c . H i s i n t e r p r e ­
t a t i o n w a s p e r f e c t a n d t r e m e n d o u s l y 
e x p r e s s i v e . 

A f t e r a w e l l - d e s e r v e d i n t e r v a l , h e 

r e t u r n e d t o p lay D e b u s s y ' s first b o o k 
o f Preludes, o n e o f m y f a v o u r i t e c r e ­
a t i o n s by a n y c o m p o s e r . It w a s s i m ­
p l y b r e a t h t a k i n g . 

H e p e r f o r m e d t h e p i e c e s w i t h 
a s t o u n d i n g e a s e a n d v i r t u o s i t y , 
b r i n g i n g o u t the s i m p l i c i t y a n d s p l e n ­
d i d m u s i c a l i t y o f D e b u s s y ' s w o r k . 
T h e a u d i e n c e s h o w e d its a p p r e c i a ­
t i o n a n d b e g g e d f o r a n e n c o r e . 
B a r e n b o i m w a s v e r y g e n e r o u s a n d 
c a m e b a c k o n s t a g e m o r e t h a n o n c e , 
p l a y i n g a b e a u t i f u l Nocturne by 
C h o p i n , a n o t h e r p e r s o n a l f a v o u r i t e . 
H i s p e r f o r m a n c e w a s ve r y r e f r e s h i n g 
a n d a g r e a t r e m i n d e r o f h i s 
u n d o u b t e d t a l e n t ( th i s w a s h i s f irst 
a p p e a r a n c e in B r i t a i n s i n c e t h e e n d 
o f t h e 80s ) . H i s c a r e e r h a s s p a n n e d 
o v e r 40 y e a r s a n d h e is st i l l at the 
h e i g h t o f h i s p o w e r s . 

O n 21 F e b r u a r y , a n o t h e r w e l l 

r e s p e c t e d p i a n i s l w a s o n s t a g e at 
t h e R o y a l F e s t i v a l H a l l , t h e R u s s i a n 
M i k h a i l P l e t n e v . H i s r e c i t a l w a s yet 
a n o t h e r s t a b at p e r f e c t i o n . I h e o n l y 
p r o b l e m w a s tha t h e m a d e a last 
m i n u t e c h a n g e in h i s p r o g r a m m e , 
r e p l a c i n g s o m e p i e c e s by B a c h fo r 
R a c h m a n i n o f f , w h i c h c a u s e d m u c h 
d i s t r e s s , l o s o m e m e m b e r s o f I he 
a u d i e n c e . 

In t h e e n d t h o u g h , t h e y w e r e 
t o n e d to a d m i r e t h e p i a n i s t ' s t a l e n t , 
t i e a l s o p e r f o r m e d s o m e Lyric Pieces 
by G t i c g t h a i w e r e h i g h l y p o e t i c a n d 
a m u s i n g . At th is p o i n t , P l e t n e v w o n 
t h e h e a r t o f h i s s p e c t a t o r s . I l is i n t e r ­
p r e t a t i o n w a s s p o t l e s s . H i s f a u l t l e s s 
s e n s e o f f e e l i n g a n d e x p r e s s i o n 
w e r e i n s p i r i n g - he; s e e m e d to l i ve 
w h a t h e w a s p l a y i n g . I have; r a r e l y 
s e e n s u c h d e e p i n v o l v e m e n t in a 
p e r f o r m e r . 

A s d i d B a r e n b o i m , P l e t n e v c a m e 
b a c k f o r a f e w e n c o r e s . H e a l s o 
p l a y e d o n e o f C h o p i n ' s Nocturnes to 
t h e a u d i e n c e ' s d e l i g h t a n d f i n i s h e d 
o f f w i t h a h i l a r i o u s a n d t o u c h i n g r e n ­
d i t i o n o f The Musical Box. 

B o t h c o n c e r t s w e r e m a r v e l l o u s -
a ra re e x p e r i e n c e t o w i t n e s s g e n ­
u i n e l y e n c h a n t i n g p e r f o r m a n c e s . 

t h i s d i s t i n g u i s h e d s e r i e s o f c o n ­
c e r t s a l I he R o y a l F e s t i v a l H a l l c o n ­
t i n u e s t h r o u g h o u t t h e S p r i n g w i t h 
o t h e r w o n d e r f u l i n l e r n a t i o n a l 
p i a n i s t s c o m i n g t o L o n d o n . A r t i s t s 
i n c l u d e ; I m o g e n C o o p e r , M a u r i z i o 
P o l l o n i a n d A l f r e d B r e n d c l - u n m i s s ­
a b l e c o n t o r i s for a n y o n e w h o e n j o y s 
m o m e n t s o l p u r e m a g i c . 

D. 
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PARSIFAL 
English National Opera, London Coliseum 

The E N O is r e n o w n e d in L o n d o n for 
m a k i n g o p e r a m u c h m o r e access i ­
b l e t o p e o p l e o t h e r t h a n o p e r a 

fanatics. All o f its pe r fo rmances are in the 
Eng l i sh l a n g u a g e , m a k i n g it easy fo r 
e ve r yone to u n d e r s t a n d . Th is gene ra l l y 
creates an o d d effect , espec ia l l y if y o u ' r e 
used to hea r i ng the p i e ces in the i r o r i g ­
inal l anguage , w h i c h is o f t en m u c h m o r e 
mus ica l (especia l ly for t h e Italian c o m ­
posers) . But E N O p r o d u c t i o n s are most l y 
o f very h igh qual i ty a n d thei r reper to i re 
is qu i te var ied a n d exc i t i ng . 

Parsifal is o n e o f W a g n e r ' s maste r ­
p ieces , first p e r f o r m e d in 1882. The story 
is qu i te c o m p l i c a t e d so I wi l l try m y best 
to make it as cohe ren t as poss ib le . Titurel 
creates a n o rde r o f chivalry t o g u a r d t h e 
Holy Grai l . His s o n A m f o r t a s is t h e n c h o ­
s e n by t h e k n i g h t s t o s u c c e e d h i m . 
M e a n w h i l e K l ingsor is r e f u s e d a d m i s ­
s ion as a m e m b e r a n d turns t o sorcery , 
w o u n d i n g Amfo r t a s w i th the Spear f r o m 
the Gra i l . H e can o n l y b e h e a l e d by a 
pure foo l m a d e w i s e . Wh i l e in a g o n y , 
A m f o r t a s is u n a b l e t o o f f i c i a t e t h e 
knights' ritual. This Is w h e n Parsifal c o m e s 
into the p ic ture . H e has fatal ly in ju red a 
s w a n to t h e horror o f all t h e kn igh ts . To 
spa re y o u t o o m a n y de ta i l s , Pars i fa l 
(played by K im Begsley , p i c tured ) turns 
out to be the p u r e f o o l t h e kn igh t s have 
b e e n s e a r c h i n g for. W a g n e r ' s insp i ra t ion 
for this w o r k i nc ludes p a g a n a n d Christ ­

ian myths (Chret ien d e Troyes ' l e g e n d s 
in part icular) . H e w a s a lso i n f l u e n c e d by 
S c h o p e n h a u e r ' s bel iefs and Buddhist tra-

a n d t h e de ta i l s s e e m to take o n an 
i m m e n s e i m p o r t a n c e . 

The E N O has w o r k e d in col laborat ion 

di t ions, wh i ch account for the r ichness of 
the t h e m e s exp lored in this opera . All the 

w i th c o m p a n i e s in San Franc isco a n d 
C h i c a g o for this p r o d u c t i o n . The result is 

visually s t u n n i n g ope ra . All t he des igners 
i n v o l v e d have m a d e a great c rea t i ve 
effort t o m o d e r n i s e t h e decor , l ight ing 
and cos tume s . Their ideas are very inven­
t ive a n d app rop r i a t e to the t h e m e . The 
c h o r e o g r a p h e r a l so m a d e a bril l iant j ob 
of b r i n g i n g a lot o f m o v e m e n t to the var­
ious s cenes . The d i rec t ion is h a u n t i n g 
a n d very c o m p l e x , to t h e Image o f W a g ­
ner 's or iginal v is ion. The artists' vo ices are 
a d r e a m . All the m e n del iver abso lu te l y 
beaut i fu l so los a n d the on ly f e m a l e char­
acter s i ngs w i th b rea th tak ing ly purity. 

The on l y s h o r t c o m i n g o f this p ro ­
d u c t i o n is that it lasts a total o f f ive and 
a half hours i n c l u d i n g the intervals! H o w ­
ever the t i m e f l ies by w i th such exc i t ing 
de l i gh t for the eyes a n d ears . This is 
o p e r a at its best, d r a w i n g in tense ly on 
the a u d i e n c e ' s e m o t i o n s a n d p u s h i n g 
t h e m to their limits, bo th mora l and phys­
ical. I can on l y r e c o m m e n d this to every­
o n e . O p e r a m a d e a c c e s s i b l e b o t h 
f inanc ia l ly a n d artistically is qu i te rare, so 
just g ive it a try! 

D. 

Neares t t u b e : Le icester Square/Char ing 
Cross 
Tickets: s tuden t s t andby £18, s t and ing 
r o o m £2.50 
P e r f o r m a n c e dates : M a r c h 3,16 & 19 at 

h e r o e s ' a c t i ons have d e e p m e a n i n g s o v e r w h e l m i n g . I have rarely s e e n s u c h a 5 p m , M a r c h 6 & 13 at 4 p m 

GREAT AMERICAN CHOREOGRAPHERS 
Pacific Northwest Ballet at Sadler's wells 

Re t u r n i n g t o B r i t a i n f o l l o w i n g 
t h e i r s u c c e s s f u l c o n t r i b u t i o n at 
t h e E d i n b u r g h Fest iva l last year , 

t h e S e a t t l e - b a s e d Pa c i f i c N o r t h w e s t 
Ba l l e t , f o u n d e d in 1 9 7 2 , m a k e s its 
L o n d o n d e b u t w i t h a m i x e d p r o ­
g r a m m e o f i n n o v a t i v e m o d e r n d a n c e . 

First o n t h e b i l l w a s Aract, a w o r k 
c o m m i s s i o n e d to c e l e b r a t e t h e recen t 
25 th a n n i v e r s a r y o f t h e c o m p a n y . Set 
to a p i a n o p i e c e by t h e p o s t - m i n i ­
ma l i s t c o m p o s e r F i t k in , t h e a n i m a t e d 
p e r f o r m a n c e f l u e n t l y b l e n d s s e r e n e l y 
c l a s s i c a l e l e m e n t s w i t h m o r e j a z z y 
i n f l u e n c e s ( p i c t u r e d lef t ) . 

T h e w o r l d p r e m i e r e o f In the 
Courtyard c h o r e o g r a p h e d by D o n a l d 
By rd w a s t h e n e x t o f f e r i n g in t h e 
s c h e d u l e . T h e m o d e r n s o u n d r e c o r d ­
i n g c o m b i n e d w i t h p o w e r f u l l i g h t i n g 
a n d v i v id c o s t u m e s p r o d u c e d a m e m ­
o r a b l e a n d s t r i k i n g e n s e m b l e . 

S t a g e d by P N B a r t i s t i c d i r e c t o r 
K e n t S t o w e l l , Quaternary is se t to 

R a c h m a n i n o f f ' s Su i t e N o . 2 , o p . 1 7 fo r 
T w o P i a n o s c o m p o s e d in 1901 (p ic ­
t u r e d r ight ) . As the t i t le s u g g e s t s , f o u r 
c o u p l e s p e r f o r m a s e q u e n c e o f pas 
de deux t o f o u r c o n t r a s t i n g m o v e ­
m e n t s t y l es ( m a r c h , w a l t z , r o m a n c e 
a n d t a r a n t e l l a ) . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , t h i s 
d i s s o n a n t act w a s s o m e w h a t d i m i n ­
i s h e d by u n f l a t t e r i n g a n d u n i n v e n -
t i ve c o s t u m e s . 

F ina l ly , The four Temperaments 
c h o r e o g r a p h e d by G e o r g e B a l a n c h i n e 
is c o n s i d e r e d t h e v i s u a l l y s t u n n i n g 
s i g n a t u r e p i e c e o f t h e Pac i f i c N o r t h ­
w e s t Bal let . Th is act w a s t h e d e f i n i t i v e 
h i g h l i g h t o f t h e e v e n i n g , w a r m l y 
r e c e i v e d a n d a p p r e c i a t e d by the a u d i ­
e n c e . T h e c o n f i d e n t i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f 
s u c h a n i n t r i c a t e a n d t e c h n i c a l l y 
d e m a n d i n g ba l l e t r e vea l s the i m p r e s ­
s i ve s t a n d a r d a t t a i n e d by th i s a c c o m ­
p l i s h e d 50-s t rong t r o u p e . 

Tanya 
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Pratt S m a s h e s W a l k i n g R e c o r d 
By Ross Newell 

This w e e k Dr Pratt s m a s h e d his o w n 
record for wa lk ing backwards dur ing a lec­
ture. Dr Pratt he ld the prev ious record for 
wa lk ing backwards d u r i n g a lecture at 
10.7km in a 50 minu te lecture. H o w e v e r 
on M o n d a y Dr Pratt broke his o w n record, 
push ing back all the limits, a n d left the 
record s tand ing at 15.8km. 

Dr Pratt, w h o likes to be k n o w n as Dr 
Cool ( though more c o m m o n l y referred to 
as ' O h G o d it's h i m , hide' ) , is k n o w n a n d 
avo ided t h r o u g h o u t the Shep M a i n Dept 
for his un ique personal i ty . H e has b e e n 
practising backwards wa l k i ng in the Ter­
race Lecture Theatre wh i le n o students are 
present (during his lectures). Previously he 
had b e e n us ing the linear wa l k like mos t 

o ther lecturers, but hav ing mastered this 
h e tu rned his a t tent ion to the m o r e diff i ­
cult cycl ic j o g . 

The l inear wa lk (LW) is the standard 
h o m a g e used by the lecturer. Lecturers 
are taught the LW o n ente r ing the pro­
fess ion and most use n o other . In this 
m e t h o d t h e lecturer a p p r o a c h e s the 
board forwards o f ten b o w i n g to the G o d ­
dess o f the B lackboard , Jane. S o m e t i m e s 
the b o w is d isgu ised as tr ipping up o n the 
bin/chalk/carpet/air. O n c e the b lackboard 
is reached s o m e sacrificial chalk is of fered 
us ing sacred a n d i n comprehens ib l e sym­

bols, then the board is retreated f rom 
wh i l e still f ac ing the surface in order to 
s h o w respect for the great Jane, o f t en 
inc luding a large b o w disguised as tr ipping 
over absolute ly no th i ng a n d l and ing flat 
o n their b e h i n d . The process is repea ted , 
all the t ime chan t ing c o m p l e t e rubb ish . 

The cycl ic j o g h o w e v e r d o e s not 
approach the board forward instead the 
lecturer wa l ks b a c k w a r d s t o w a r d s t h e 
board thus s h o w i n g his or her d isrespect 
for Jane, and cont inues to wa lk backward 
past the board , of ten wr i t ing s o m e blas­
p h e m o u s symbols on the board . Then the 

board is retreated f r om in the c o n v e n ­
t ional way . f inal ly the lecturer comp le t e s 
the circle a n d the process is repea ted . 

This sys tem is unpopu l a r because o f 
the o f f e n c e c a u s e d to Jane a n d of ten 
results in expu ls ion f r om the sect o f Acad-
e m i a . H o w e v e r it d o e s have s o m e per­
f o r m a n c e b e n e f i t s . S ince t h e lecturer 
never s tops w a l k i n g a n d always wa lks in 
a backward direct ion, the distance wa lked 
d u r i n g a l e c tu re is o f t e n d o u b l e that 
ob ta inab l e u s i n g a LW a n d h e n c e has 
b e e n t h e target o f m a n y p ro fess iona l 
backwards wa lkers for s o m e t ime. N o n e 
h o w e v e r have m a n a g e d t o perfect the 
m e t h o d until n o w . 

After 2 years o f pract ice Dr Pratt has 
per fec ted the backwards wa lk and put it 
into pract ice in order to break his o w n 
record . D u r i n g the lecture Dr Pratt wa lked 
in 1456 c o m p l e t e circles all in the reverse 
d i rec t ion . H e u s e d 28,343 foots teps and 
s p o k e 123,000 w o r d s exp la in ing wha t a 
w o n d e r f u l pe r son h e is. 

D u r i n g the lecture h e exp la ined h o w 
h e h a d s ing le h a n d e d l y so l ved all Shep 
M a i n re la ted p r o b l e m s ever, i n c l ud ing 
ones previously so lved before his birth. He 
w e n t o n to say w h a t a w o n d e r f u l person 
he is. H e exp l a i ned h o w the wa lk was 
s p o n s o r e d a n d h e w o u l d raise £10,000 
p o u n d s for t h e DPAF. H e f in i shed the lec­
ture by g i v ing a 15min talk o n h o w w o n ­
der fu l h e is. 

The Dr Pratt A w a r e n e s s Fund (DPAF) 
is a charity set up by Dr Pratt to spread the 
w o r d a b o u t Dr Pratt a n d all the w o n d e r ­
ful th ings h e d o e s . It o rgan ises TV, Radio, 
M a g a z i n e a n d n e w s p a p e r interv iews for 
Dr Pratt, w i th all p r o c e d e s f r om the inter­
v i ews g o i n g to the DPAF. The DPAF is 
focus ing o n the third wor ld w h e r e peop le 
haven ' t l ea rned to avo id Dr Pratt yet and 
m a y still d o n a t e m o n e y to con t i nue his 
se l f p r o m o t i o n c a m p a i g n . The DPAF 
hopes that eventual ly there will be no one 
w h o d o c s not k n o w about Dr Pratt and he 
wil l be ab le to b e o n TV or Radio 24 hours 
per day, with a string o f fans fo l lowing h im 
a r o u n d exp l a in ing wha t a w o n d e r f u l per­
s o n he is. 

A l the m o m e n t Dr Pratt has no fans 
d e s p i t e m o s t o f t h e first w o r l d b e i n g 
a w a r e o f his e x i s t e n c e . S o m e p e o p l e 
be l ieve that Dr Pratt may b e c o m e m o r e 
popular if he had a slightly less obnox ious 
personal i ty - n o n e have b e e n ab le to tell 
this to Dr Pratt d u e to his refusal to stop 
talking about what a wonde r fu l person he 
is. 

O n c e the wa l k w a s over eve ryone 
w e n t to the d inne r party o rgan i sed by Dr 
Pratt for himself . Everyone ate s o m e f o o d , 
drank s o m e drink, l is tened to Dr Pratt, 
k icked his head in a n d w e n t h o m e . 

Dr Pratt g ives week l y lectures in Ter­
race equa t ion man ipu la t ion in the Terrace 
Lecture theatre every W e d n e s d a y after­
n o o n . II you can , try not to be there. 

Imperial College Union Operatic Society presents 

2"" - 6fh March 1999 at 7:30pm in the Concert Hall, Imperial College Union, Prince Consort Road, 
London SW7. Tickets £4 (students), £6 (non-students), available at Union from week commencing 
22 February. Music and Lyrics by Frank Loesser. Book by Jo Swerling and Abe Burrows. Based 
on stories and characters by Damon Runyon. This amateur production is given by permission of 
Joseph Weinberger Ltd on behalf of Music Theatre International of New York. 
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STEREOPHONICS 
Performance and Cocktails 

Stereophonies, a bunch of 
chirpy chappies. 

I r e m e m b e r h e a r i n g Local Boy in Ihe 
Photograph for the first t ime - it w a s 
o n s o m e r a n d o m ind ie comp i l a t i on 

o f ' one ' s to wa t ch out for. ' I w a s b l o w n 
away by it. I w a n t e d to buy their a l b u m 
stra ightaway, on ly to f ind that they d id ­
n't e v e n have a record dea l . S ince t hen , 
t hey s i g n e d to V2, k n o c k e d up o n e o f 
the best out a n d out rock ' n ' roll a l b u m s 
o f '97 a n d w e r e r ewa rded for their 
ex tens i ve t o u r i n g by n o t c h i n g up unex ­
pec ted l y h i g h sales. W o r d has a f unny 
w a y o f ge t t i ng a r o u n d , y o u k n o w . 

Performance & Cocktails is their sec ­
o n d a l b u m a n d it's a s tonker . It's hard to 
say h o w m a n y bands like this wi l l be 
a r o u n d c o m e the turn o f the m i l l e n i u m . 
Rock ' n ' roll is c h a n g i n g a n d if there isn't 
a sea r i ng d r u m l o o p or r a n d o m voca l 
s a m p l e b l i t z ing t h r o u g h the d is tor t ion , 
p e o p l e don ' t s e e m to be b u y i n g it - it's 
a s h a m e really b e c a u s e they ' re m i ss ing 
out o n a treat. 

Kelly 's p o w e r f u l , gravel ly, n icot ine-
s t a i n e d , th roa t-sc ra t ch ing v o i c e pul ls 

everyth ing together qu i te nicely, the first 
t w o s ing les s h o w h o w h e c an c h a n g e 
f r o m o n e style to the o ther w h i l e still 
m a i n t a i n i n g his dist inct ly r e c o g n i s a b l e 
warb le . H e ram-raids his w a y t h r o u g h 
The Bartender a n d The Thief w h i c h I'm 
c o n v i n c e d Is a b o u t t w o lesb ians , w h i l e 
quiet ly b u i l d i n g o n a sou l fu l verse into a 
s c r e a m i n g cho rus o n Just Looking. 

Singles a r c scattered t h r o u g h o u t this 
a l b u m like sabbat i ca l e l e c t i o n pos te rs 
o n the wa lkway . / Wouldn't Believe Your 
Radio s o u n d s like a distant cous in o f the 
M a n i c s ' cover o f Raindrops Keep falling 
On My Head. Is Yesterday Tomorrow's 
Today? is p r o b a b l y t h e b i g g e s t s i n g l e 
he re a n d its radio-fr iendly na tu re wi l l 
p robab ly m e a n a h igh chart entry (even 
t h o u g h the charts m e a n next to n o t h i n g 
nowadays) . Hurry Up and Wait is ano the r 
o n e o f t hose sou l-search ing n u m b e r s 
ak in t o o n e o f the i r p r e v i ous s ing les , 
Traffic. T-Shirt Suntan c o u l d b e s e e n as 
standard rock fare but there 's s o m e t h i n g 
spec ia l there that y o u can't qu i te put 

you r f i nge r o n . S o m e b a n d s have it, 
s o m e b a n d s don ' t . The S t e reophon ies 
have it a n d un l ike t h e first a l b u m , they 
n o w k n o w h o w to use it. 

I f in ish w i th a p l e a for an e n d a n ­
g e r e d spec i e s . The t igers o f rock ' n ' roll 
are dy ing out or b e i n g killed off. Don ' t let 
t h e m d ie . Fight for your right to rock. 
True , y o u c o u l d easi ly call this a l b u m 
Word Gets Around Again but as s o m e 
b loke o n c e sa id , 'If it ain 't b roke , don ' t 
fix it, b a b y . ' E l 

Dennis 

SLEATER KINNEY 
The Hot Rock 

Q-BURNS ABSTRACT MESSAGE 
Feng Shui No Stars 

Sleater Kinney - they 
raaaawwwkk. 

S leater-Kinney. S o u n d s a bit l ike a 
law f i rm, doesn ' t it? A r epu ta t i on 
and a g o o d n a m e built o n pro ­

fess iona l dependab i l i t y a n d g o o d taste . 
It's actual ly a f e m a l e tr io, w h i c h I a lways 
have a lot o f t i m e for, f r o m the U.S. a n d 
they ' re a H o l e (sic) lot bet ter than 
ano ther b a n d that I'm not g o i n g to 
m e n t i o n in this rev iew. For t h o s e o f y o u 
that w e r e lucky e n o u g h to hear the i r 
first re lease o n British soi l , Dig Mc Out, 
you' l l a l ready k n o w that t hey rock out 
like the proverb ia l bastard . 

It'd be unfair to say that they haven ' t 

p rog re s sed , but it is qu i te o b v i o u s that 
this is the s a m e b a n d that g raced on our 
sho res in '97. They ' re sarcastic a n d cut­
t i ng e d g e . They ' re exuberant in a v io lent 
sort of way . Their guitars flirt w i th y o u 
w i th their stop-start ju t t ing be fo re g o i n g 
for the jugu la r w i th f r igh ten ing ly s imp le 
h o o k s . They have an adorab l e way of 
t w i n n i n g dua l voca l a n d guitar ac t ion 
a n d w h e n this is e x e c u t e d they p r o d u c e 
the mos t exh i la ra t ing f l ashpo in ts of the 
a l b u m - Burn Don't Freeze a n d One 
Song for You b e i n g g lor ious examples of 
this thr i l l ing interplay. 

They have g r o w n up a bit, t h o u g h . 
No t a lot, m i n d - just a bit. There is de f i ­
nitely a t ighter fee l to s o m e of the tracks. 
It's a fact that it t o o k tw ice as l o n g as to 
record as Dig Mc Out. Howeve r , w h e n 
that t i m e is c l o c k e d in at three and a half 
w e e k s , y o u w o n ' t be c h a n g i n g that rad­
ical ly- it's still smashy , it's still trashy, it's 
still shouty , it's still pouty , it's still p u n k 
that g o e s straight for the throat, it still 
gets y o u excited a n d it still resonates with 
sharp sassiness. Sleater-Kinney - not a law 
firm, then. Just a greatly underrated punk-
p o p b a n d . C I 

Dennis 

W hen I first r ece i ved this a l b u m , 
I immed i a t e l y t h o u g h t 'What a 
s tup id n a m e for a g r o u p , I 

w o n d e r if the a l b u m wil l be just as bad ' . 
I wasn ' t let d o w n . This a l b u m takes the 
w o r d poor to n e w d i m e n s i o n s , but in 
the interests o f j o u r n a l i s m , I f o r ced 
myse l f to l isten to the w h o l e b l o o d y 
th ing . W h y is it so bad then? All the 
tracks o n the a l b u m fea ture very s imp l e 
s o u n d s u s i n g synths, guitars, d r u m s , 
s o m e sort of g iant w i n d c h i m e a n d , 
occas iona l l y , voca ls . N o w , wha t m a k e s 
this a l b u m so bad , is that all the tracks 
s o u n d exact ly the s a m e ; y o u d o n ' t 
k n o w w h e n o n e track has f i n i shed a n d 
ano the r o n e has b e g u n (and no the 
a l b u m is not mixed! ) . There are e l e ven 
tracks o n this a l b u m , a n d it s e e m s that 
Q-burns have m a d e n o a t t e m p t at 
d o i n g any th ing or ig ina l or creat ive, a n d 
have s imp ly u s e d the 'cut a n d paste ' 
op t i on o n wha teve r m u s i c p r o g r a m m e 
they h a p p e n e d to be us ing as m u c h as 
poss ib l e . In fact, it s e e m s that a b s o l u t e ­
ly no t ime has b e e n t aken over this 
a l b u m - the w h o l e th ing w a s p robab l y 
c rea ted d u r i n g a c o m m e r c i a l b reak in 
the m i d d l e o f Richard a n d Judy. It d o e s ­
n't m a k e easy l i s ten ing , b e c a u s e the 
tracks 'do your f****n' h e a d in ' , nor is it 
d a n c e or indie . Basically, the tracks a rc 
m a d e up of s imp l e beats ( w h e n they 
a p p e a r ) a n d the mos t s i m p l e s t o f 

str ings, m o r e o f t en t han not, c o m b i n e d 
w i th t r iang les a n d s t range b e e p s . The 
'vocals ' cons is t o f out o f t u n e words , 
t h o u g h m o r e o f t e n they cons i s t o f 
s t range w a i l i n g s o u n d s . I g u e s s if y o u 
like min ima l i s t s o u n d s (and talent) t hen 
this is the a l b u m for y o u . If Q-burns ' 
abstract m e s s a g e is that t hese ' sounds ' 
are s o m e sort o f mus i ca l s ta tement 
t h e n it is t o o abstract for a n y o n e to p ick 
up o n . If, h o w e v e r , the abstract mes ­
s a g e Is that Q-burns have n o mus ica l 
ta lents w h a t s o e v e r t h e n they have hit 
the nail o f t h e h e a d . Abso lu t e l y pathet ­
ic a n d s h o u l d b e a v o i d e d at any c o s t H 

Gurm 
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GENE 
• • • • 

T o apprec i a t e an a l b u m like this 
y o u n e e d to be th ree th ings : 

Is this the new hard nut image 
for Gene? Give It up you 

wusses. 

(a) A th inke r 

(b) A d r e a m e r 

(c) A romant i c . 

If y o u are not any of these th ings 
t h e n I can assure y o u that y o u w o n t l ike 
th is a l b u m . If o n the, o ther h a n d you 
are, t h e n read o n . 

Wi th the g e n i u s o f Mar t i n Rossiter 
at t h e h e l m a n d a truly fantast ic b a n d 
b e h i n d h i m , you can be sure that a G e n e 
a l b u m wil l never d i s appo in t . C o m p a r ­
i sons m a d e in the past a b o u t the s im i ­
larities in s i n g i n g styles of Rossiter and 
M o r r i s e y c o u l d still be m a d e here but 
the re is o n e crucia l d i f f e rence . . .Gene do 
It better , a lot better. 

Each track g ives the l istener a tiny 
g l i m p s e into the m i n d o f Rossiter. H e 
sings wi th a p h e n o m e n a l a m o u n t of pas­
s i on w h i c h is, in my o p i n i o n , a lways a bit 
o f a novelty a n d s o m e t h i n g o f ten lacking 
in the m a n y of today ' s bands . The prob ­
l em that arises f r om the complex i ty of an 
inte l l igent a l b u m like Revelations is that 
y o u c anno t expec t to p ick it up, l isten to 
it o n c e a n d love it immedia te ly . This is an 
a l b u m that n e e d s just that little bit m o r e 
t i m e to get into, but w h e n y o u d o I can 

gua ran tee it'll be w o r t h the effort . You ' l l 
f ind yourse l f r e tu rn ing to it aga in a n d 
again . . .you cou ld never get b o r e d o f it. 

Tracks 3 and 13 Love Won't Work 
a n d You'll Never Walk Again a rc classic 
e x a m p l e s o f w h a t G e n e d o best. W i th 
lyrics l i k e ' Is it t oo late to f ind s o m e o n e ? 
I lie in wait to be u n d o n e by a n y o n e ' 
s u n g w i th the f e e l i n g a n d e m o t i o n that 
Rossiter is ab le to c o n v e y b e c o m e truly 
sou l- touch ing s tu f f 

There is a lack o f any tracks a b o u t 
c o n f u s e d sexual i ty of the sort that c o u l d 
b e f o u n d o n G e n e ' s m a s s i v e d e b u t 
a l b u m Olympian. They s e e m to be a 
m o r e mature b a n d a n d are n o w c o m ­
fortable w i th subjects l ike this yet still 
never d isappoint in the sexy s o n g depart ­
men t . In their p r ev i ous a l b u m Drawn 
Into The Deep E n d this c a m e in the f o r m 
of New Amusements. He re , The Looker 
is the g l impse into Rossiters darker, mos t 
lustful s ide . 

M o s t o f the tracks are p u n c h y w i th 
the o d d heart w r e n c h i n g n u m b e r tucked 
In b e t w e e n . All con t a i n s o m e t h i n g extra 
to m a k e t h e m s tand out f r o m the rest. 
The overal l style o f the a l b u m is m o r e 
ak in to Olympian than Drawn In to The 
Deep End. The best t w o tracks, You'll 
Never Walk Again a n d Love Won't Work, 
are m a d e great by Rossiters a m a z i n g 
vocals but w o u l d b e n o t h i n g w i thou t the 
talent of the rest o f the b a n d in the rear. 

The a l b u m is m u l t i p u r p o s e in the 
s e n s e that , o f the 13 tracks ava i lable , 
y o u a lways s e e m to b e ab l e t o f ind o n e 
to fit the m o o d y o u are in . It is re leased 
o n t h r o u g h Po lydor o n M a r c h 1st, and 
t h e first s i ng l e f r o m it As Good As It 
Gets, p r o d u c e d by H u g h Jones , w a s 
re leased o n the 15th of this m o n t h . Their 
tour beg ins Sunday 21 st February at C a m ­
b r idge Junc t ion a n d e n d s M a r c h 25th at 
the t o r u m , f o n d o n (support t b c ) . E ] 

Dennis 

Singles 

Sheryl Crow - Anything But Down 
Inc lud ing t w o live acous t i c tracks, w h i c h is wha t M s . 
C r o w exce ls at, this is w h a t w e ' v e c o m e to expec t a n d 
there 's n o t h i n g n e w here . W i th a m e l l o w guitar, C o u n ­
try d rums a n d t h e safe , "I th ink it's all over n o w love, 
so b u g g e r of f " lyrics s h e pul ls n o p u n c h e s . It's b o u n d 
to shift units by t h e bucke t l o ad . 

Eve 6 - Leech 
What is it w i th acoust ic sets this week? Arguab ly the best 
s o n g o n this s i ng l e is Inside Out a n d not Leech, w h i c h 
is in itself a fantastically trashy p o p s o n g in the Everclear 
ve in . It's got a really Infect ious c h o r u s c o u p l e d w i th a 
soft verse a n d y o u can ' t he l p s i n g i n g to it. But wi l l it b e 
a hit? ' Cou rse not, w e ' v e go t Steps. 

The Junket - You're The Same 
A n incred ib ly ear-friendly h o o k paves the w a y for t w o 
high-energy, f unky rock s o n g s . The m u s i c is t ight, a n d 
the voca ls m a k e no b o n e s a b o u t h a v i n g an Engl ish 
t w a n g . The on l y t h i n g that lets this d o w n is that it's o n 
vinyl . I m e a n , live in the n o w , get a C D b e c a u s e I hate 
hav ing to t ra ipse a b o u t h u n t i n g for a record player. 

Kent - 747 

Not i m p r e s s e d . On l y o n e s o n g , a n d t h o u g h that w o u l d 
be fo rg ivab le if it w a s part icular ly f ine , it's not. Kent are 
the w h i n e y bits o f James a n d any other " Indie" (my, h o w 

that w o r d grates) b a n d you c o m e to th ink of. As s o o n 
as 747 starts to get g o i n g , it f in i shes . What ' s all that 
a b o u t then? 

E S S E N T I A L C H O O N 

Inch feat. Mark E. Smith - Inch 
Va lue for m o n e y or what ! Five w h o l e tracks s e e m loads 
'til y o u not i ce they ' re all m ixes o f the s a m e s o n g . Is 
the re s u c h a th ing as industr ia l-bigbeat-mctal? C a n 
s o m e o n e invent it p lease? The beat 's the cen t r ep i e ce 
he re and it certainly hits you , a l o n g wi th a raw bass and 
the m a n d a t o r y tw idd ly synth. Pu rpose fu l . 

Monster Magnet - Space Lord 
Mul t imedia-tas t i c ! There ' s a Puff Daddy/ Ae rosm i th-
e s q u e v ideo o n this that is totally cheesy, I love it! Space 
Lord is s imi lar to all o f M o n s t e r M a g n e t ' s p rev ious 
stuff, w h a t w i th their 7 0 s in f luences , b ig cars a n d lay-
d e e z but w h o cares. It's se l f- indulgent , l oud a n d a 
breath of f resh air f rom what ' s a r o u n d at the m o m e n t . 

Solvent - Let Me Go 
I shou ld like it in pr inciple because it s o u n d s like they ' re 
s u p p o s e d to be Reef-ish but c i ther the p r o d u c t i o n was 
crap or the b a n d are. The guitars s o u n d like they ' re 

be ing played th rough pi l lows, the d rums are actually bis­
cuit t ins a n d y o u can just tell t he s inger ' s j i gg l i ng about 
the s tud io . Look boys ; d o n ' t g ive up your day jobs . This 
is your day job? S h a m e . 

The Supernaturals - Everest 
A n o t h e r o n e w i th o n e track. W h e n wi l l t he m a d n e s s 
end? This is a ba l lad o f the h ighes t p ropo r t i ons (ged-
dit? Everest. I'm w a s t e d here , I really am) a n d it's qu i te 
en joyab le . There a rc s o m e lovely h a r m o n i o u s vocals 
and the lyrics are touch ing l y n o r m a l whi ls t clever. It's 
still not a pa tch o n Day Before Yesterday's Man t h o u g h . 
ra 

Christian 
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De/ert Gagle Due/ Interview 
This is the first in a ser ies o f in te rv iews 
wi th s o m e o f the best acts in the British 
s c e n e , this w e e k w e b r i n g ou t k i l ler 
s o u n d s of Desert Eagle Discs a n d next 
w e e k c o m e s an interv iew w i th the British 
R&B diva Beverly Knight! Stay w i r e d up to 
Tha B o m b . 

W h e n I w a s first o f f e r e d this inter­
v i ew I d idn ' t have a c lue w h o Deser t 
Eagle Discs w e r e , the n a m e s o u n d e d 

f am i l i a r , bu t it 
.,. didn't i m m e d i ­

a te l y m a k e 
i m e j u m p 
I up . Further 

• i n vest i g a ­
l l t ion quickly 
f s h o w e d 
t h e m to b e 

f o n e o f t h e m o s t 
t a l en ted British 

c r e w s a r o u n d . The 
Deser t Eagle Discs 

Br i t ish d u o - p r o ­
d u c e r Syze-Up a n d 

voca l i s t Shar i 
have 

D B t ^ b e e n creat-
o l l 

!nE? t n e u n d e r g r o u n d 
" f o r s o m e t i m e now , 

s ta tes ide they have 
b e e n busy than most , 

w i th the DED n a m e we l l 
k n o w n in the right circles. 
H a v i n g o n l y just f o u n d 
w h o Deser t Eagle Discs 

w e r e a n d c h e c k e d ou t 
the i r s t u n n i n g d e b u t 
a l b u m 'The Lag l e H a s 
L a n d e d ' I f o u n d m y s e l f 

i n t e r v i e w i n g o n e ha l f o f 
this w i c k e d g r o u p - Syze-

U p . 

"I started m e s s i n g a b o u t w i th s o u n d s 
a b o u t f i f teen years a g o in m y garage" . 
W h e n h e w a s just t h i r t e e n Syze-Up 
s tar ted out D j ing , his e q u i p m e n t w a s 
pretty basic but he was ab le create l oops 
u s i n g a t ape m a c h i n e a n d so started 
bu i l d i ng a library o f samp les . As he g r e w 
his ski l lz b e g a n m o r e a n d m o r e h o n e d ; 
he w a s s o o n rock ing the hip-hop heads 
wi th his fur ious turntable talents. He was 
s o o n frustrated wi th just Dj ing and it w a s 
a natural p rog res s i on o n to p r o d u c t i o n . 

"Basically, Desert Eagle Discs started out 
as m y s o u n d sys tem, I used to play out 
at this c lub a n d I invi ted rappers a l o n g to 
freesty le over s o m e beats, that's w h e r e 
Shari c o m e s in , she just j u m p e d up and 
started freestyl ing, I k n e w she was s o m e ­
t h i n g spec ia l straight away". H e ain't jok­
i ng her voca ls are beaut i fu l ly sultry and 
the girl herse l f is d a z z l i n g . Her voca ls 
over Syze-Up's hard dark beats are a per­

fect m a t c h . 

..The t w o o f t h e m 
sea r ched for a 

r e co rd dea l 
t a n d in '96 
^they w e r e 
[ s i g n e d to 
-Boiler-

P i 

Records , they immed i a t e l y started w o r k 
o n their a l b u m . "The a l b u m isn't RnB, I'm 
not really in to that s ide o f the mus i c , I 
prefer s o m e t h i n g a little harder , m o r e 
gutsy, I'm a h ip h o p h e a d " . Syzc-Up, real 
n a m e S i m o n Ingerf ie ld , w a s 

i n f l u e n c e d by h ip h o p great ly , but 
w a n t e d to m a k e an a l b u m that s h o w e d 

™**v . a darker s ide of hip h o p beats w i th 
a b luesey feel to t h e m . 

"We still w a n t e d 
a h i p-hop 
a l b u m , a n d 
that's w h y w e 
go t 21 s o l d i e r s 
on a c o u p l e o f 
tracks, they 're a 
y o u n g c r e w 
o u t t a B r o o k l y n , 
w h o are o n the 
w a y up " . O r i g i ­
nal ly DFD w e r e 

I m e a n t to h o o k 
up with the then 

u n k n o w n AZ , 
but as t h e y 

P f l e w ove r l o 
the states AZ b l ew up 

w i t h the m a s s i v e ' Sugarh i l l ' a n d they 
w e r e k n o c k e d back. 21 So ld ie rs w e r e 
f r om the s a m e p l a ce as AZ a n d they 
s h a r e d the s a m e m a n a g e r , o n c e A Z 

pu l l ed out il w a s natural for 21 Sold iers 
to s tep in . 

T w o years b e t w e e n ge t t i ng s i g n e d a n d 
the a l b u m actual ly d ropp in ' , what ' s up 
w i th that? "I've b e e n hard r e m i x i n g a lot 
of stuff, s o o n my M a s c remixes are g o i n g 
to d r o p p i n ' . W e have b e e n pu t t ing out a 
lot o f w h i t e labe l s tuf f a n d tr ied to bu i ld 
u p a f o l l o w i n g o n t h e u n d e r g r o u n d 
b e f o r e t h e a l b u m re l ease . " The DED 
n a m e is mass i ve in the remix w o r l d , it all 
started w i th a Gabr i e l l e remix that Syzc-
U p d id , s o m e o n e in the states hea rd it 
and the next t h ing was a Lil K im remix for 
'Crush O n Y o u ' after this d r o p p e d the 
p h o n e d idn ' t s t op . Syze-Up 's L o n d o n 
g roove was/is in hot d e m a n d , he reworks 
the ent i re t une c o m i n g back w i th s o m e 
th ing b r a n d n e w . Busta p h o n e d up for a 
remix o n the ' D a n g e r o u s ' s ing le , "Yeah 
w e f l i p p e d that o n e a n d u s e d s o m e 
ad l ibs f r o m Busta to rework the tune" . 
Syze-Up s m o o t h e d it out and stuck Shari's 
voca l s o n the back to create a m u c h 
m o r e funky d a n g e r o u s that w a s as infec­
t ious as the first. 
The Deser t Eagle g u n is the most p o w ­
e r fu l h a n d g u n in the w o r l d a n d the 
Desert Eagle Discs c o m e w i th that s a m e 
force fu lness in their hard hitt ing sounds . 

M i l e n 
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Film 21 

Urban Legend • * * 
Starring : Alicia Witt, Jared Leto, Rebecca Gayheart, Joshua Jackson 
Director: Jamie Blanks 

Mi y f r iend w e n t to s ee this f i lm . 
We l l , h e w a s n ' t exact ly m y 

i f r i end - I met this b loke in a 
pub and his cous in swore he had s e e n it. 
H e to ld m e that It is t h e latest o f those 
teen horror f i lms m a d e by fo rmer v i d e o 
shop at tendants w h o fill an hour-and-a-
half w i th the best s cenes f r o m their 
favourite mov ies , p a u s i n g on ly to a d d a 
liberal dash o f irony be fo re serv ing the 
result to the c i n e m a g o i n g publ i c . I d i d ­
n't be l ieve h i m at first, but t h e n h e 
revealed that Urban Legend is so-called 
because the unfor tuna te co l l ege stu­
dents at the centre o f its m a c a b r e plot 
meet their un t ime ly e n d s in the m a n n e r 
of those con tempora r y folk tales w h i c h 
have myster iously en te red our col lect ive 
consc iousness . N o w I w a s in teres ted . 

After all, e ve r yone has hea rd o f the 
babysitter w h o receives p h o n e calls threat­
en ing the ch i ldren in her care a n d then 
discovers that they are o r ig ina t ing in the 
upstairs b e d r o o m , and w h a t a b o u t the 
numerous unpleasant stories o f f o o d c o n ­
tamination? W h o ' s to say w h i c h rat-found-
in-burger variants are actual ly true a n d 
wh i ch are the result o f a ferti le imag ina ­
t ion and a desire to discredit a fast f o o d 
conglomerate? It s o u n d e d like the perfect 

For God's sake; LOOK BEHIND YOU. 

premise for a self-reverential horror f i lm in 
the ve in o f Scream, w i th the b o n u s that, 
s ince u rban my tho logy is a lmost univer­
sal, y o u don ' t have to be a d ie hard devo ­
tee o f slasher f i lms to enjoy the ironic 
h u m o u r . 

The w h o l e th ing was b e g i n n i n g to 
s o u n d e x t r e m e l y p l aus ib l e , a n d I w a s 
final ly c o n v i n c e d w h e n s o m e o n e e lse 
desc r ibed exactly the s a m e fi lm lo me , 
a d d i n g that the cast features Al ic ia Witt 
(Zoey in TV's CybilD, Rebecca Gayheart 
{Scream 2), Jared Leto (My So-Called Life) 
a n d Joshua Jackson (Dawson's Creek). 

Apparent ly , there is even a c a m e o 

f r om Nightmare on Elm Streets Freddie, 
Robert Eng lund. This b loke r e ckoned that 
it is huge ly enter ta in ing stuff, p rov ided 
that y o u s u s p e n d your d isbe l ie f to an 
a lmost reckless extent and are wi l l ing to 
over look s o m e f r ighten ing ly bad act ing. 
S o m e h o w pe r fo rm ing the feat of b e i n g 
cleverly execu ted and downr igh t daft at 
the same t ime, he c la imed Urban Legend 
makes ideal v i e w i n g for those w h o don ' t 
take b e i n g scared t oo seriously. Great, I 
thought , and b e g a n l ook ing forward to a 
trip to the c i n e m a - that was until he to ld 
m e what he f o u n d in his p o p c o r n , fl 

Simon 

Win tickets to You've Got Mail with the 

KENSINGTON 
The reunion of T o m Hanks and M e g Ryan, 
stars o f smash-hit Sleepless In Seattle, 
w a s on l y a mat ter o f t i m e . Be fo re his 
recent m o v e into the wor ld o f the ser ious 
and Osca r n o m i n a t e d , Hanks w a s the 
King of romant i c c o m e d y , a n d Ryan l o n g 
a g o t rounced Julia Roberts to b e c o m e its 
Q u e e n . You've GotATa/'/brings t h e m back 
together , a n d y o u can s ee it for f ree by 
answer ing the f o l l o w i n g ques t i on : 

What was the first film to unite Tom 
Hanks and M e g Ryan? 

Email your answers to film.fellx@ic.ac.uk 
before W e d n e s d a y e v e n i n g . The first f ive 
names out o f the virtual hat wil l w i n a pair 
of tickets. 

The w inne rs of last week ' s Life Is Beaut i ­
ful compe t i t i on were : 

J e remy G o s t e a u 
M a y Lee 

Kaaren M a y 
A l e s s i aTon i 
Ketan G u d k a 
Luke Swa ine 
Henry Tang 

Sandor d e j a s a y 
A d a m Bett inson 

Irwan Anua r 
They all correctly ident i f ied that the w i n ­
ner o f last year 's Oscar for Best f o r e i g n 
Language I i lm wen t to Karaktcr. P lease 
d rop into the Felix off ice (in the Beit A r ch ­
way) be fore the e n d of the week , to co l ­
lect your prizes. 

Lock, stock & 
Two Smoking 

Barrels 
Six m o n t h s a g o , the prospec t o f a Brit 
fl ick starr ing V inn ie Jones, St ing and that 
b l o k e f r o m Press G a n g ( o t h e r w i s e 
k n o w n as Dexter Fletcher) , a n d based 
a r o u n d g a n g l a n d L o n d o n , hard ly 
s o u n d e d l ike it w a s g o i n g to set the 
w o r l d a l ight . Yet just a f e w m o n t h s later 
it has b e c o m e o n e of the most suc­
cess fu l British m o v i e s of all t ime , and 
r e m a k e r ights have recent ly b e e n so ld 
to T o m Cru ise , w h o p lans to star and 
direct t h e US ve r s i on . 

Even all this success can't allay those 
init ial d o u b t s over the cast - V i n n i c 
Jones l ooks g o o d , largely b e c a u s e no-
o n e e lse c an act. Fortunately , howeve r , 
that d o e s n ' t matter , as the script, and 
m o r e impor tan t l y t h e p lo t t ing , are p h e ­
n o m e n a l l y g o o d . If y o u haven ' t s e e n it 
a l ready, this is a de f in i t e must see . 

The Castle 
W e automat ica l ly expect Austral ian TV to 
b e a w f u l , yet natura l l y a s s u m e their 
m o v i e s wi l l be bri l l iant. M a k e sense of 
that. A n y h o w , The Castle serves to re in­
f o r c e th i s be l i e f , p r o v i n g to b e yet 
ano the r we l l cons t ruc t ed (if eccentr ic ) 
Auss i e m o v i e . A l t h o u g h the plot may 
s o u n d a l o n g w a y f r o m s t anda rd 
A n t i p o d e a n fare - dys func t iona l s e ven ­
ties fami ly the Kerr igans a t tempt to pro­
tect their h o m e f r om demo l i t i on - it's still 
p a c k e d w i th l aughs a n d c h a r m . 

Lolita 
Tradi t ional ly o n e of the most diff icult 
novels to fi lm, any rework ing of Lolita will 
a lways be the focus o f m e d i a attent ion 
d u e to the no to r ious plot o f Nabakov ' s 
story - a middle-aged professor b e c o m e s 
obsessed wi th a 12 year o ld girl and mar­
ries her mother so he can be close to her. 

In this case, however , director Adrian 
Lynne h a n d l e s his mater i a l careful ly , 
p i t ch ing the m o v i e as an extraordinary 
love story, rather than a titillating skin-flick. 
I le lped by great per formances f rom stars 
Je remy Irons a n d D o m i n i q u e Swan, his 
Lolila is a classic tale o f f o rb idden love, 
u n d e s e r v i n g o f the over-hyped press 
at tent ion whir h s u r r o u n d e d i D 

Dave 

mailto:film.fellx@ic.ac.uk
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Heavenly Jukebox @ 
Turnmills 

63 Clerkenwell Road, E G . Saturdays, 
10pm - 6am. Tube - Farrlngdon. Call 
0171 250 3409 for Info on Headstart 
(see below) and 0171 494 2998 for 
Heavenly. 

Last Saturday G u r m a n d I wi t ­
nessed an e p o c h - m a k i n g e ven t - t h e 
last (see poster ) ever Heaven l y Soc ia l 
at Turnmi l ls . This w a s the n ight that 
had i n t r oduced the C h e m i c a l B rothers 
( then still k n o w n as t h e Dust Brothers) , 
p u s h e d p o p p e r s into m a i n s t r e a m club-
culture aga in , a n d a lso w i t n e s s e d t h e 
fall o f the "heaven ly bott les" . ' 

Wh i l e the c lubs d e c o r is va r i ed a n d 
interest ing, in s o m e p laces it is l iterally 
fa l l ing o f f t h e wa l l s - it cer ta in ly n e e d s 
a lick of paint. H o w e v e r y o u don ' t g o 
c l u b b i n g for the wa l l pape r (un less 
you ' re part icular ly we i rd ) , y o u g o for 
the beats. A n d the beats w e r e he re in 
force - after a l o n g bu i ld up . To b e 
hones t the m a i n acts b e f o r e t h e Broth ­
ers a p p e a r e d w e r e fairly d i s a p p o i n t i n g . 
This c o u l d be a s y m p t o m o f t h e fact 
that it is very hard for t h e c r o w d to 
see the DJs a n d v i sa ve r sa - t h e b o o t h 
is a lmost c o m p l e t e l y b l a cked out a n d 
raised we l l a b o v e the m a i n d a n c e f l o o r . 
Turnmi l ls d o say they wi l l b e r e m o v i n g 
the b l acked ou t g lass so a little m o r e 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n can take p l ace . But o n 
the n ight , it t u r n e d out that t h e m o r e 
chi l led out a n d funky s e c o n d a r y d a n c e 
f loor w a s a far better c h o i c e . 

The t e n s i o n b e f o r e the C h e m i c a l s 
ar r ived w a s pa lpab l e - the Heaven l y 
fa i thfu l w e r e out in fo rce a n d they 
h e l p e d w h i p the o thers into a f r enzy -
so m u c h so that w h e n o n e p o o r b loke 
h a d to f idd le w i th s o m e l ights o n the 
d a n c e f l o o r o n a s tep ladder he w a s 
g i ven a s t a n d i n g ova t ion f r o m the rest 
o f t h e c lub ! The Bros, w h i p p e d out a 
b l i n d i n g set, over 3 hours in total -
i n c l u d i n g all the o ld favour i tes a n d , if I 
a m not very m u c h m is taken a c o u p l e 
o f b r a n d n e w DATs doub t l e s s to 
i n c l u d e d in the l o n g awa i t ed n e w 
a l b u m . 

The n ight w a s g i ven an a d d e d 
t o u c h o f hilarity by the ant ics o f G u r m 
"K l i n sman " M a r w a h a w h o ' s he ro i cs for 
t h e IC "D isco Boys" IV's resu l ted in a 
severe ly b ru i sed l eg a n d a pair o f 
c ru tches - w h e n w e e n t e r e d the c lub 
t h e p r o m o t e r s h o u t e d after us "you'l l 
b e n e e d i n g m o r e than the c ru tches by 
t h e e n d o f t h e n ight mate! " . G u r m d id 
h o w e v e r put t h e c ru tches to g o o d use 
- in a c o u p l e o f fa i l ed chat up a t tempts 
a n d severa l visits t o the (very n ice) 
b o g s - w h e r e u p o n secur i ty c l ea red a 
path t h r o u g h the q u e u e s straight to a 
cub i ca l just for h i m . A h h h h . 

O n ex i t ing the c l ub at the e n d o f a 
truly t i tanic n ight w e w e r e all h a n d e d 
little g o o d y bags o f f u n - i n c l u d i n g fly­
ers a n d a T-shirt adve r t i s ing the n e w 
r e p l a c e m e n t n ight for the Heaven l y at 

Turnmi l l s . Its ca l l ed "Headstart " a n d 
p r o m i s e s to be a "p roper c lub for 
p roper c lubbers " - for m o r e deta i ls s e e 
the flyers o n this p a g e or call 0171 250 
3409. N i c e s h . A l so c o n t a i n e d in this lit­
tle b a g of fun w a s a letter f r o m all the 
p e o p l e w h o had h e l p e d put the Soc ia l 
t oge the r - o n e o f the most heartfe l t 

a n d t o u c h i n g th ings I have read in a 
l o n g t i m e . You can tell t he Heaven l y 
m e a n t a lot to a lot o f p e o p l e . 
I can't wait for the second s t 
coming. $ - ^ f H f ••! 

Joel 

Sinolss 
and 

Album 

Album of the Week 
Prodigy Presents: 
The Dirtchamber Sessions Volume 1 

It's hard to i m a g i n e , but back in the 
80 's , l o n g b e f o r e t h e P rod igy , L i am 
Howle t t w a s a DJ in the Essex Hip-Hop 
b a n d Cut to Kill. H e o n c e e n t e r e d a 
Cap i t a l Rad io m i x i n g c o m p e t i t i o n , 
d e c i d e d that t h e t ape h e had s u b m i t t e d 
w a s shit, a n d sent o f f a n o t h e r o n e . The 
t w o t apes w o n first p r ize a n d th i rd p r i ze . 
T h e D i r t c h a m b e r S e s s i o n s V o l u m e 1 
demons t r a t e s that Howlet t has lost n o n e 
o f t h e o l d m i x i n g ski l ls . T h e a l b u m 
started off as a sess ion recorded for Ma r y 
A n n e H o b b ' s B r e e z e b l o c k s e g m e n t o n 
Radio 1 a n d is a trip t h r o u g h the s o u n d s 

that have i n f l u e n c e d the P rod igy in to 
the b a n d that t hey are . The m u s i c g o e s 
t h r o u g h a h u g e s p e c t r u m o f g e n r e s 
i n c l u d i n g raw h ip-hop, e d g y rock a n d 
O l d Skool beats. Howlet t has used s o m e 
qua l i t y t racks , i n c l u d i n g t u n e s by t h e 
Charlatans. The m ix ing is superb , and it's 
a m a z i n g h o w Howle t t has m a n a g e d to 
put It all together . A great a l b u m for fans 
o f all k inds o f m u s i c ' 

V.' if -,V -k 

Single of the Week 
Gus Gus 
l a d y s h a v e ' 
(4AD) 

T h e s t r a n g e , e c e l e c t i c I c e l ande rs 
r e tu rn w i t h the i r latest o f f e r i n g , 
' Ladyshave ' . It's a very voca l s ing le wi th 
s i m p l e b e a t s a n d e c l e c t i c s o u n d s , 
a l t h o u g h it is d i f fe rent f r o m their earl ier 
re leases . O d d l y e n o u g h , t h e lass w h o 
s ings o n this s o u n d s very similar to Bjork. 
It c o m e s over 2 CD ' s a n d has plenty of 
r e m i x e s , w h i c h sad l y all s o u n d pretty 
s imi lar . But as a s i ng l e the track is great 
a n d wi l l b e out in the next c o u p l e o f 
w e e k s o n 4 A D records . They ' re p lay ing 
at U L U o n the 26th, a n d Felix wi l l be 
r e v i e w i n g t h e g i g s o o n . 
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I Carwash 
| @The 
| Astoria 2 
! Carwash @ The London Astoria 2, 165 
| Charing Cross Road, WC2. Saturdays, 
i £5/£9/£11, 10.30pm - 4am, capacity -
i 1,400. Nearest Tube - Tottenham Court 
I Road. Dress code - most funky (see 
I below). Info line - 01426 944764. 
i 
i C a r w a s h - t h e n a m e i tse l f h a s 
I b e c o m e s y n o n y m o u s w i t h d i s c o a n d 
j funk t h r o u g h o u t the UK. N o w in their 
i tenth year, w e w e n t to c h e c k out w h a t 

all the fuss w a s a b o u t at the i r h o m e 
venue , the LA2.1 say this ' cos they o f t en 
play away , s t a g i n g e v e n t s a c r o s s t h e 

• country , t h r o u g h o u t c l u b l a n d , a n d at 
s o m e o f the larger a n d m o r e f unky s tu ­
dent un ions . If on ly our 's w a s so - s h a m e . 

N o w t h e first t h i n g that y o u have to 

Shazz 
'Carry O n ' 
(Co lumbia/Reverb ) 

L i f ted f r o m S h a z z ' s e p o n y m o u s 
debut , this s ing le , f ea tu r i ng C h a r m a i n e 
K ing o n voca ls , d o e s n ' t d o h i m or his 
a l b u m any jus t i ce . The p r o d u c t i o n may 
be p o l i s h e d , as y o u w o u l d expec t , but 
the tune just d o e s n ' t cut it. The b lu rb 
descr ibes it as " m i d - t e m p o h o u s e " w i t h 
" cons ide r ab l e d a n c e f l o o r ene rgy , " but 
I'd say it s o u n d s as le tharg ic as s tuden t 
o n a Sunday m o r n i n g . I can't really Imag­
ine this g i v i ng any d a n c e f l o o r a blast o f 
energy. But all Is not lost, ' cos If y o u play 
this at +8 o n your decks t h e n it b e g i n s to 
s o u n d a l r ight - f u c k k n o w s w h y they 

dea l w i th o n a trip to Ca rwash , is the 
dress c o d e . The d o o r po l icy is strict a n d 
o n l y t h o s e o f y o u w h o m a k e the effort 
wi l l m a k e it in . N o w s o m e p e o p l e may 
m o a n that strict d o o r po l i c ies a rc a b a g 
o f sh i te , but it's the p e o p l e w h o m a k e 
Ca rwash the n ight that it is, so y o u on ly 
w a n t t h o s e w h o are w i l l i ng to m a k e a n 
effort t o ' m a k e it past the door . You don ' t 
wan t any o ld scruffy geeze r s m a k i n g it in 
' cos it just w o u l d n ' t be fair o n every­
b o d y e lse . A n d o n c e y o u ' r e ins ide you ' l l 
s e e w h a t it is real ly l ike - f u n k a r a m a . So 
to e n s u r e all y o u d i s c o ch i c k s a n d 
funksters get in, here ' s an insiders gu ide 
to, we l l , h o w to get in (p rov ided by the 
m a n a g e m e n t themselves) . The fo l l ow ing 
th ings are in : Stylish Funky Outf i ts , I lares, 
Sat in , Sh iny C l u b w c a r , U V Shirts, Plat­
fo rms , Kinky Boots, Feather Boas, Glitter, 
Hot Pants, S e q u i n Bra Tops , H ipsters , 
B u n c h e s , Catsui ts , Baby Dol l Dresses , 
N e w Yo rk St reet Funks te r , P i m p Suit, 
C o w b o y Hats , Funky Wa is tcoats , FVC, 
Fairy W ings . M o s t def in i te ly out are: Silly 
Fancy Dress, O rd ina r y Jeans, C h e c k e d 
Shirts, Smart Casua l , Versace , B rogues , 
Ra lph Lauren Po lo Shirts, Llvis Outf i ts , 
C h a n e l , Fake Af ro Wigs , Fake Facial Hair, 
Suits, D o c Mar t ins , l ank Tops , M e d a l -

reco rded it at such a s l ow t e m p o . If "mid-
t e m p o h o u s e " is your sort o f t h i n g t hen 
b u y this o n vinyl a n d crank it up . Don ' t 
g o near the C D t h o u g h , or you might just 
fall a s l eep . 

• 

Sash 
' Co lour the Wor l d ' 
(Mu l t ip ly Records) 

The Euro-house king's latest s ingle is, 
s t range l y e n o u g h , a Euro-house tune 
inco rpora t ing Afr ican vocals and sounds . 
It's very d i f f e r en t f r o m t h e s tuf f he 's 
r e l e a s e d in t h e last c o u p l e o f years , 
w h i c h has a lways h a d t h o s e c h e e s y 
vocals. 'Colour the Wor ld ' features vocals 

l ions , N i ke , A d i d a s , a n d Fila Tra iners , 
Tacky C h e e s y 70s. 

N o w that t h o s e necessa ry t e c h n i ­
calities are out of the way let's m o v e on to 
wha t the night itself is really l ike. Was it 
up to all the hype? YES. Everyth ing just 
slots into p lace o n c e y o u d e s c e n d d o w n 
those steps into the LA2. The m a i n bar 
a rea is a sea of UV light, w h e r e every­
one ' s a lready funky outfits b e c o m e e ven 
m o r e groovy , a n d the f luorescen t cups 
and bar a r ea a lso m a k e for a n ice t o u c h . 
This is a g o o d place to chill-out a n d en joy 
the a l ternat ive 70s reality w h i c h is Car-
w a s h . But there is an u n e x p e c t e d twist 
to this r o o m - after a w h i l e they start to 
p u m p out the g r u n g e (!) (N i rvana, Rage 
Aga inst the M a c h i n e ct al.), in w h a t I 
th ink is a bizarre ly c u n n i n g w a y o f get ­
t i ng all the punters d o w n to the m a i n 
dancc f l oo r . It d idn ' t w o r k ' cos s o m e of 
t h e m just r egressed to their instinct-dri­
v e n t e e n a g e years a n d started m o s h i n g 
a r o u n d . There was on ly so m u c h o f that 
w h i c h I cou ld take, so I d e c i d e d to v e n ­
ture downsta i rs . 

A n d at the m a i n d a n c e f l o o r it d idn ' t 
s e e m as if they n e e d e d any e n c o u r a g e ­
men t to stay. It w a s p a c k e d , but w i th sli l l 
e n o u g h r o o m for e v e r y o n e to strut their 
f u n k y s tu f f ( except for the p o d i u m s 
w h e r e s o m e s t ra teg i c p u s h i n g w a s 
n e e d e d to let your ta lents show ) . This 

a n d s o u n d s f r om Afr ica , a n d Sash has 
tr ied to incorpora te t hese into a Luro-
house-type t une . It w o r k s qu i te we l l , 
but it's not as g o o d as the stuff h e u s e d 
to m a k e and doesn ' t feature the t h u m p ­
i n g bass l ines that t r a d e m a r k Sash 's 
tunes . C o m e s w i th three remixes - the 
tune is out in the next m o n t h . 

• • • • 

D a B o o k 
'A B o m b f r om a I r iend ' 

We i rd , but g o o d t u n c , this track is 
a hybr id o f h ip-hop s o u n d s a n d garage-
beats that wo rks qu i te we l l . O n the o n e 
hand , w e have s l o w voca ls whi ls t o n the 

m a i n a r e n a is a r r anged o n severa l dif­
ferent levels w i th p o d i u m s ga lore , plenty 
of spaces to rest after your exert ions, and 
a w i c k e d g u y o n t h e b o n g o s (this t ime 
c o m p l e m e n t i n g the mus ic ) . 

This is a c lass act t h r o u g h a n d 
t h r o u g h . F rom the p ro fess iona l dancers 
(a ch i ck b o y w e a r i n g a pair o f w h i t e 
f luffy s p e e d o s , a n d a girl w i t h a Bucks 
Fizz-like strip rout ine) , to the groovy sets, 
m i x e d by res idents Char l ie Ange l , Dexter, 
a n d The Disco Kid, this really is Disco and 
f u n k for C l u b b e r s . A n d it neve r gets 
c h e e s y desp i t e b e i n g a 70s n ight . This is 
not sh i t ty s t u d e n t u n i o n / o f f i c e party 
m u s i c for the masses , but rather a great 
b l e n d o f c l ass i c d i s c o a n d 90s c l ub 
remixes o f f unk/d i s co tunes . 

O n e o f the best n ights I've b e e n to 
in the capi ta l , ' cos it's just so m u c h f un . 
If y o u wan t a break f rom ser ious , hard ­
co re d a n c e m u s i c t h e n g o to Ca rwash 
a n d just g r o o v e w i t h o u t a care in the 
w o r l d . C h e c k out their d o u b l e C D too -
it's l ush . 
Boogie Nights. 

Roobarb 

other , the beat is a lmos t ga r age style. 
The track c o m e s w i th th ree mixes , o n e 
w h i c h is a g a r a g e ve r s ion a n d w h i l e the 
other two have d e e p , s l o w voca ls on a 
hip-hop s o u n d i n g beat . O u t in the next 
m o n t h , it's a t une w o r t h c h e c k i n g out. 

• • • • 

A l b u m a n d S ing les by 
G u r m a n d Roobarb 



24 Games 1 March 1999 

Alpha Centaur! (PC) 
Firaxis 

All we are saying Is give war a chance 

T h e r e are a f e w g a m e s d e v e l o p e r s 
w h o s e n a m e s h a v e b e c o m e s y n o n y ­
m o u s w i th h i g h qual i ty, lov ing ly c r ea t ed 
p r o d u c t s . Dav id B r a b e n , t h e B i t m a p 
Brothers, J o h n R o m e r o - al l t h e s e p e o p l e 
have b e e n s p o k e n o f as g a m e s v i s i o n ­
aries; p e o p l e w h o have s u c h c rea t i ve 
abil ity that any n e w p roduc t f r o m t h e m 
is awa i ted w i th ba i t ed b rea th . The g o d ­
father o f t h e m al l , howeve r , is Sid M e i e r . 

Sid M e i e r has b e e n d e v i s i n g a n d 
p roduc ing g a m e s s ince the mid-eight ies, 
c r e a t i n g s e v e r a l near-c lass i cs in t h e 
course o f his career . But t h e g a m e h e 
will be r e m e m b e r e d for is a little t h i n g by 
the n a m e o f C iv i l i sat ion (1990), a n d its 
seque l Civ i l isat ion 2 (1995). 

Civ i l isat ion is a bri l l iantly s i m p l e c o n ­
cept. You start out as t h e leader o f a n 
ins igni f icant t r ibe o f n o m a d s , a n d you r 
goa l is b e c o m e t h e s u p r e m e ru ler o f 
earth by c o n q u e r i n g t h e o t h e r t r ibes . 
Howeve r , in order to ga in s u p r e m a c y , 
y o u n e e d to research n e w t e c h n o l o g i e s 
a n d b u i l d 
a r m i e s u s i n g 
t h o s e n e w 
t e c h n o l o g i e s . 

t h e 
a n d 
t h e 
y o u 

to 

Te r r a fo rm t h e p l ane t Into a n i ce g r e e n mass , a n d 
a v o i d c r e a t i n g a M i l t o n Keynes m e s s 

To d o 
r e sea r ch 
b u i l d 
a r m i e s 
n e e d 
d e v e l o p y o u r 
e c o n o m y . A s 
you bu i ld you r 
e c o n o m y a n d 
d o y o u r 
research , n e w 
m e t h o d s o f 
g o v e r n m e n t 
b e c o m e ava i lab le . C iv i l isat ion is a g a m e 
o f j u g g l i n g , b a l a n c i n g the n e e d s o f you r 
peop le against the n e e d s o f your mil itary 
against the n e e d s o f your e c o n o m y . As 
your emp i re g rows ( assuming that it d o e s 
grow) y o u have to dea l w i t h barbar i an 
upr is ings , unres t a n d occas iona l l y revolt 
in your cities, a n d o f cou rse t h e ever-pre­
sent threats o f n e i g h b o u r i n g e m p i r e s . 

Any g a m e s player w o r t h their salt wil l 
be famil iar w i th Civ i l isat ion ( co l loqu ia l l y 
k n o w n as Civ), a n d the vast major i ty wi l l 
have tales o f days a n d n ights lost to its 

thral l . M a n y o f t hose wil l 
a lmos t l iterally w o r s h i p the 
g a m e -1 k n o w for a fact that 
our b e l o v e d G a m e s Editor 
k e e p s his c o p y o n a velvet 
c u s h i o n in a g o l d cab ine t 
enc rus t ed w i th f ine j ewe ls . 
Civilisation2 ( l ikewise k n o w n 
as Civ2) , w h i c h w a s a n 
u p d a t e d v e r s i o n o f the 
g a m e - m o r e t e c h n o l o g i e s , 
better units, better g raph ics 
a n d a c o u p l e o f use fu l uti l i ­
t ies a l l o w i n g p e o p l e t o 

d e v e l o p their o w n scena r ios - b e c a m e 
t h e first g a m e to usurp the or ig ina l f r o m 
its pe r ch at the very t o p o f the g a m i n g 
tree. Next t i m e y o u h o o k up to the w e b , 
d o a sea rch for webs i t e s d e v o t e d to Civ2 
- y o u wi l l f ind t h o u s a n d s , w h i c h is a tr ib­
ute to qu i te h o w g o o d a g a m e it is. 

N o w Sid M e i e r has p r o d u c e d A l p h a 
Centaur i , Civ i l isat ion 3 in all but n a m e 
(the reason for the n a m e c h a n g e is l o n g 
a n d bo r i ng , but if a n y o n e ' s really inter­
e s t ed buy m e a pint next t i m e y o u catch 
m e in the U n i o n bar a n d I'll tell you ) . At 
t h e e n d o f C iv ( and Civ2) you r e m p i r e 
built a vast interplanetary spacecraft , and 
sent a b a n d o f voyage rs across space to 
c o l o n i z e the stars. A l p h a Cen taur i picks 
u p t h e story the re . D u r i n g t h e v o y a g e 
your co lon is ts split up into s e v e n ind i ­
v idua l fac t ions . These fac t ions a d o p t e d 
the i r o w n i d e o l o g i e s a n d u p o n arrival at 
t h e p lanet set u p thei r o w n e n c a m p ­
men t s . The race for p lanetary d o m i n a ­
t i on beg ins . 

Any ­
o n e w h o 
h a s p l a y e d 
t h e Civ 
g a m e s wi l l 
k n o w wha t 
to e x p e c t 
next . In 
fact a n y o n e 
w h o ' s 
p l a y e d t h e 
Civ g a m e s 
w i l l h a ve 
s t o p p e d 
r ead ing 
l o n g a g o 
a n d wi l l by 

n o w be h u n c h e d over a f l ickering screen, 
fo r t h o s e o f y o u left out there in Felix-
l and , you r j o b is t o d e v e l o p your fac t ion 
a n d ga in super ior i ty over the o ther l ead ­
ers . As b e f o r e th is is d o n e t h r o u g h 
research , cons t ruc t i on a n d t rade. 

" H a n g o n a sec" I hear y o u cry "why 
s h o u l d I g o a n d s p e n d m y hard-earned 
o n ano the r c o p y o f essent ia l ly the s a m e 
g a m e ? I c o u l d just g o of f to my jewel-
e n c r u s t e d casket a n d play Civ2 aga in . " 
We l l , here ' s t h e rub. The on l y real n e g ­
at ive a b o u t bo th Civ and Civ2 w a s that 

Lie, m a k e p e a c e t h e n s e n d In t h e t r o o p s . 
Def in i te ly not t h e bes t w a y to m a k e f r i ends a n d 

i n f l u e n c e p e o p l e 

ultimately you had to g o out and conque r 
your e n e m i e s . You cou ldn ' t just live in 
p e a c e a n d h a r m o n y w i th t h e m as a b i g 
h a p p y g loba l fami ly - y o u h a d to g o out 
a n d hit t h e m over the h e a d w i th a stick 
unt i l t h e y a g r e e d to b e part o f y o u r 
e m p i r e . A l p h a Centaur i c h a n g e s that, 
and that c h a n g e o p e n s up the cou r se o f 
the w h o l e g a m e . There are n o w four 
pa ths to 
victory: 
conques t , 
d ip lomacy , 
e c o n o m i c 
super io r i t y 
a n d t r an ­
s c e n d e n c y 
(the e vo l u ­
t i on to a 
n e w leve l 
o f c o n ­
sc ious ­
ness) . It is 
n o w t h e o ­
retically 
poss ib le 
( a l though 
still b l o o d y hard) for the fac t ion w i th t h e 
sma l l es t , w e a k e s t e m p i r e to w i n t h e 
g a m e . That m e a n s that, rather than c o n ­
centrat ing on research wi th military app l i ­
cations (generally it b e c a m e a rush to see 
w h o c o u l d d e v e l o p tanks first), t h e 
research y o u unde r t ake d e p e n d s o n the 
g o a l y o u are p u r s u i n g . Th is c h a n g e 
inflates your op t i ons to a s t agge r i ng , in 
fact a lmos t f r i gh t en ing d e g r e e . I'm no 
m e a n player of Civ myse l f - s e a s o n e d 
w o u l d be a n unde r s t a t emen t - but the re 
have b e e n severa l t imes over the past 
f e w days w h e n I have had to ser ious ly 
step back f r o m the g a m e a n d w o n d e r 
just h o w I'm g o i n g to get to w h e r e I want 
to g o - the range o f d i f fe rent o p t i o n s is 
qu i te s t u n n i n g . 

There is o n e o ther major g a m e p l a y 
a d v a n c e that separa tes A l p h a Cen taur i 
f r o m Civ a n d Civ2. The d i f fe rent fac­
t ions n o w all b e h a v e in recogn i sab l y dif­
ferent manne rs . The militaristic Spartans 
are all threats a n d bluster, 
a n d keep w a n t i n g to g o out 
a n d bash p e o p l e over the 
h e a d . The d ip l oma t i c U N 
w a n t to b e n ice to every­
o n e a n d ga in the i r trust . 
The Ga i ans be l i eve in l iv ing 
In concer t w i th the natural 
p r o c e s s e s o f t h e p l ane t . 
T h e s e d i f f e r en t m a n n e r s 
dras t i ca l l y a f fec t the w a y 
that t hese fac t ions react to 
y o u , a n d c o n s e q u e n t l y the 
w a y that y o u react to t h e m . 
Sugges t to the Ga i ans that 
a u se fu l a l l i ance c an be 
m a d e w i th the M o r g a n i t e s 
(the b i g bus iness fact ion) , 

a n d they ' l l l o o k at y o u ho r r i f i ed , a n d 
qu i te p r o b a b l y re fuse to talk to y o u for a 
l o n g t i m e a f te rwards . The Be l ievers (reli­
g i o u s f u n d a m e n t a l i s t s ) d o n ' t l ike t h e 
inte l lectua l c h a l l e n g e s o f the Univers i ty 
f a c t i on ( umm. . . qu i te g o o d at research , 
w o u l d y o u be l i eve ) , a n d start to l ook all 
squ igg ly-eyed at t h e m a n d their al l ies. 

Basical ly t h e s e t w o major c h a n g e s 
perfect the con ­
cepts or ig inal ly 
la id d o w n in 
Civ. The other 
t w e a k s (vastly 
i m p r o v e d 
g r a p h i c s a n d 
s o u n d , the ab i l ­
ity to d e s i g n 
your o w n units, 
mul t ip layer 
g a m e s ove r a 
ne twork a n d so 
on ) a re c o s ­
me t i c - i m p o r ­
tant yes , but 
u l t imate l y cos ­
met i c . By f ree ­

i ng t h e g a m e p l a y o f the s ing le goa l and 
i n t r oduc i ng s ign i f i cant d i f f e rences in the 
c o m p u t e r A l , Sid M e i e r a n d his t e a m 
have m a d e a g e n u i n e l y essent ia l g a m e 
for any gamer . This g a m e is the best o n e 
I have ever p l a yed , a n d it's hard to s ee 
a n y t h i n g c o m i n g a l o n g for a l o n g l o n g 
t ime w h i c h wi l l g ive it a n y t h i n g m o r e 
t han a m o d e r a t e j o g for its m o n e y . 

Forget the thes is , forget the wor ld 
outs ide , forget s l eep . Buy this g a m e . It's 
that s i m p l e . 

Danny 

N o h o n e s t l y if y o u w a n t t o k e e p 
s a n e a n d get a d e c e n t n ights s l eep over 
the next m o n t h , year or e v e n d e c a d e 
d o n t buy this g a m e . Peop l e wi l l s e e your 
d e e p s u n k e n eyes a n d w h i t e m o n i t o r 
b l e a c h e d sk in a n d wi l l r ightly a s s u m e 
y o u n e e d m e d i c a l a t t en t i on . . . r emember 
A l p h a Cen tu r i s c rews y o u up. . . 

CaryS 

....... . 

: 

Hove r t anks de f in i te l y d o n ' t suck. . 
We l l , O K , p e r h a p s t h e air Intake d o e s . 
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Shogo - Mobile Armoured Division (PC) 
Monolith 

A w a s h w i t h s i n g l e p e r s o n s h o o t - e m -
ups b e f o r e Xmas , o n b o t h the PSX a n d 
the PC, w e m i s s e d o u t o n t h e o d d o n e 
or two . It w a s u n f o r t u n a t e tha t w e 
m i s s e d o u t o n S h o g o - M o b i l e 
A r m o u r e d D i v i s i o n ; part ia l ly b e c a u s e It 
is a g o o d g a m e , but mos t l y b e c a u s e o f 
the lost p rac t i ce t ime in o rde r t o c o m ­
pete in t h e b i g S h o g o s h o w d o w n . We l l 
pe rhaps not , but in o rde r to save f a c e 
and not be c o m p l e t e l y c r u s h e d by a 
b u n c h o f spo t t y f o u r t e e n yea r o ld s , t h e 
t e a m d e c i d e d to ge t s o m e p rac t i ce in 
a n d kick s o m e meta l l i c butt . 

T h e b i g t h i n g w i t h f i rst p e r s o n 
shoo t e r s is that y o u play a cha rac te r 
c a p a b l e o f c a r r y i n g a n u n f e a s i b l e 
a m o u n t o f m i l i t a r y h a r d w a r e . T h e y 
migh t have b e e n p u m p i n g i ron , e a t i n g 
sp i na ch , a n d have a d a m n i m p r e s s i v e 
p o w e r e d suit o n , but f r o m w h e r e d o 
they s e c r e t e p i s t o l s , a u t o m a t i c 
w e a p o n s , a n d rocke t l a u n c h e r s , w h i l e 

f i n d i n g s p a c e to fit 
e n o u g h e x p l o s i v e t o 
h a v e a d a m n g o o d 
a t t e m p t at a s e c o n d 
g u n p o w d e r plot .? 
A n s w e r s o n the back 
o f a p o s t c a r d . S h o g o 
doesn ' t d i s appo in t t h e 
b i g w e a p o n fans. No t 
on l y can y o u rack up a 
fa i r ly i m p r e s s i v e 
a m o u n t o f m i l i t a r y 
h a r d w a r e in h u m a n 
f o r m but y o u have the 
c h a n c e to j u m p in to 

o n e o f f o u r th i r ty f o o t m e c h a n i s e d 
b e a s t s . T h e s e m e c h s h a v e n a m e s -
O r d o g , Enforcer , A k u m a a n d Predator , 
a n d w i th n a m e s l ike that the w e a p o n r y 
o b v i o u s l y ge ts real ly silly. 

T h e r e is a ve r y s t r o n g J a p a n e s e 
t h e m e r u n n i n g a m i l e w i d e t h r o u g h 
t h e g a m e ; f r o m the J a p a n e s e p o p dur ­
i ng the ca r toon all the way to the A n i m c 
g r a p h i c s o f t h e charac te rs b o t h g o o d 
a n d b a d . 
Even I, a pix-
el th irsty 
p o l y g o n ser­
ial k i l l e r , 
t e n d e d to 
t h i n k t w i c e 
w h e n t h e 
e n e m y c o n ­
s i s t e d o f 
d o e e y e d 
f e m a l e s , 
t h o u g h t h e 

pre-pubesent l o o k i n g 
m a l e charac te rs w e r e 
a d e l i g h t to ki l l , as 
they l o o k e d t o o m u c h 
l ike the a v e r a g e b o y 
b a n d cast. 

G raph i ca l l y it fo l ­
lows the A n i m e ideals 
o f b i g a n d b l o c k y . 
Thus it doesn ' t have 
the o r g a n i c fee l that 
Half-Life has. A n o t h e r 
p r o b l e m is the large, 
expans ive batt lef ields. 
In o r d e r to d i s p l a y 
t h e s e large o u t d o o r s c e n e s t hey have 
had to s imp l i f y t h e p o l y g o n s . This at 
least m e a n s that o n a l o w e n d P e n t i u m 
a n d d e c e n t v i d e o acce le ra tor the re w a s 
n o n e o f t h e usua l pop-up or f o g g i n g . 

The s o u n d , t h o u g h , w a s a v e r a g e . It 
had b i g r u m b l i n g robot f o o t s t e p s a n d 
b ig exp lo s i v e s o u n d s , but fel l shor t o f 
t h e bes t . T h e r e w a s n o n e o f t h e 
w h o o s h of i n c o m i n g fire f r om o p p o s i n g 

s ides , 
t h o u g h 
the cockp i t 
o f t h e s e 
b e h e ­
m o t h s 
have p r o b ­
ab l y b e e n 
c o a t e d in 
t h e s a m e 
s t u f f t h e y 
u s e o n 
f e x u s cars 

to r e d u c e n o i s e l eve l . It m i g h t b e n i c e 
for a luxury car - not so g o o d at creat­
i n g t h e e f f ec t o f t h e hea t o f batt le . 

O n e little g e m , t h o u g h , is the i dea 
o f a s q u a d . Instead o f b e i n g the on l y 
m a n in , y o u o f t e n ge t d r o p p e d in w i th 
a f e w f r i e n d s . T h e s e he lp fu l l y f ire at 
the e n e m y a n d s o a k up the i n c o m i n g 
f i re . This c an l ead to red-on-red inc i ­
d e n t s w h e r e y o u ge t s e p a r a t e d f r o m 
y o u r s q u a d o n l y t o a m b u s h a n d 
m a s a c r e t h e m next t ime y o u run into 
t h e m , f o r o n c e t h e g o o d guys l o o k 
m u c h t o o s imi la r to the b a d guys. Apart 
f r o m th is f e a t u r e t h e g a m e p l a y , w h i l e 
b e i n g e n j o y a b l e a n d c h a l l e n g i n g o n 
the ha rde r leve ls , neve r qu i t e r e a ches 
the s a m e r a n g e o f e m o t i o n s that Half-
life c a n . If y o u buy a s e c o n d first pe r son 
s h o o t e r this s p r i n g se r i ous l y c o n s i d e r 
th is o n e , if y o u are o n l y ou t to buy o n e 
then Half-life still ru les this k i n g d o m , 

Gary 5. 

South Park (N64) 
Acclaim • • • • 

Ano the r first pe r son shoote r ? A poor l y 
written a t tempt to cash in o n the cult car­
toon as the s e c o n d ser ies is a b o u t to hit 
the terrestrial s cene ? Wel l y es a n d de f i ­
nitely no . 

Your favour i te four little u r ch ins are 
ca l led u p o n l o use the i r wi ts , c h a r m , 
cheesy p o o f s a n d s o m e u n u s u a l v o c a b ­
ulary to save S o u t h p a r k f r o m a l i e n s , 
genetical ly mod i f i ed turkeys, giant c l oned 
South Park r e i sden l s a n d o ther equa l l y 
we i rd and f***" up s i tuat ions . 

A r m e d w i t h C a r t m a n ' s y e l l o w 
snowba l l s , Kenny 's c o w launcher or 
the Ter rence a n d Phil ip Farting dol l 
g r e n a d e it's t ime to teach the turkeys 

I a n d the other d e n i z e n s of the o d d 
the m e a n i n g o f fou l play. 

The graphics are excellent. Some ­
h o w they have m a n a g e d to trans­
f o r m the t w o d i m e n s i o n a l ca r toon 
into a th ree d i m e n t i o n a l festival o f 
the b izarre w i thou t los ing the cha rm 
o f K e n n y ' s 

h o o d or Cart-
man ' s large ass. 
T h e r e ' s a l so 
n o n e o f this f o g ­
g i n g that usual ly 
c o m e s f ree w i th 
every N64 three 
d i m e n s i o n a l 
p o l y g o n fest to 
n o w . 

A l s o u n u s u ­
ally for the N64 

there are s a m p l e d vo i ces o f the 
characters, and each character has 
their o w n ser ies o f cr ises of j oy 
and pa in , all o f w h i c h y o u w o u l d 
expec t to hear o n the TV ser ies. 

The re is o n e p r o b l e m w i t h 
this g a m e , and that it is too funny 
to play. Half-life m igh t cause y o u 
to pause w i th a w e a n d give the 
e n e m y e n o u g h t ime to toast y o u , 
but this g a m e has m a n a g e d to kill 

m e w i t h 

laughter ; 
s t o p p i n g l augh- this w a s to play the exce l lent mul t ip laycr 
i n g q u i c k l y o p t i o n . Here y o u get to p ick any o f the 
e n o u g h to get characters a n d g o h u n t i n g your oppos i-
the next turkey is l i on d o w n . Even M r Hanky f inds his vio-
di f f i cu l t e n o u g h lent streak a n d def in i te ly prov ides a n e w 
w i t h o u t m a k i n g m e a n i n g to the phrase sh i t t ing o n your 
g o b b l i n g s o u n d s o p p o n e n t . 
in the back- I his g a m e is g o i n g to be larger than 
g r o u n d . Car tman 's ass, so g o o n a n d kill Kenny 

In fact the y o u bastards, 
o n l y w a y r o u n d GaryS. 
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SNOOKER FOOTBALL 

Extra time winner sends IC to final BUSA he ld the a n n u a l na t iona l s n o o k e r 
c h a m p i o n s h i p s last w e e k e n d . The event 
took p lace in B i r m i n g h a m , So l ihul l (sic) 
a n d lasted th ree days. 

The Imperial Snooke r A a n d B t e a m s 
were largely different to last year 's squad . 
Jon Fulcher a n d Richard Turton r e m a i n e d 
In the A t e a m , w i th Jon e x p e c t i n g to w i n 
the A t e a m s ing les c h a m p i o n s h i p th is 
year after c o m i n g c lose o n severa l o c c a ­
s ions in past years. The rest o f t h e A 
t e a m cons i s t ed o f severa l p layers f r o m 
last year 's B t e a m w h i c h r e a c h e d the 
semi-finals. The B t e a m s a w s o m e f resh 
faces, but the expec ta t i ons o f r e a c h i n g 
the latter s tages w e r e still h i g h . 

A t e a m s i n g l e s : R i cha rd T u r t o n 
r eached the quar ter f inals on l y t o m e e t 

After a ne r vous w e e k w i th m u c h anx ie ty 
at b e i n g the first c lub to dr ive FLEB after 
it c r a shed , our wors t fears a b o u t t h e 
m in ibus w e r e c o n f i r m e d : t h e s t e reo d i d 
i n d e e d still not work . H o w e v e r , t he r e 
was only o n e wo r r y i ng m o m e n t o n this 
trip w h e n I got my seatbelt t r apped in the 
door a n d t h o u g h t I'd J a m m e d it, but it 
w a s O K after a bit o f h e a v i n g a n d p u s h ­
ing wi th S i m o n ( o o h er). After an ep i c 
journey , w e f inal ly m a d e it to the Jesse 
J ames b u n k h o u s e , in S n o w d o n i a , at 
abou t 1 a m . 

Sa turday d a w n e d br ight ( i sh ) , a n d 
cons ide rab l y ear l ier t han s o m e p e o p l e 
thought des i rab le . But w e h a d to ge t 
g o i n g and get up t h o s e m o u n t a i n s . So 
wi thout further ado , the ha rdcore nutters 
w e r e u n l e a s h e d o n t h e G l yde rs r idge . 
The rest o f us set o f f at a m o r e s e d a t e 
pace up the L lanber is P a t h / M o t o r w a y to 
S n o w d o n , that is after w e ' d f o u n d it. 
The s u r r o u n d i n g peaks l o o k e d i m p r e s ­
sive, but as w e n e a r e d the s u m m i t , t e m ­
pe ra tu res p l u n g e d a n d w e w e r e 
s h r o u d e d In mist . There w e r e a lso o n e 
or two pa tches o f s n o w a r o u n d . Steve 
r e m i n d e d us o f t h e al l-pervasiveness o f 
m o d e r n t e c h n o l o g y by g i v i ng a r u n n i n g 
c o m m e n t a r y to his sister over his m o b i l e 
p h o n e . M a k e s a c h a n g e f r o m ' I ' m o n a 
train ' , I s u p p o s e . 

O u r p e r s e v e r a n c e w a s r e w a r d e d 
wi th a very f ine v i ew , so m a g n i f i c e n t 
that e ve r yone w a s c l a m o u r i n g to t ake 

Jon Fulcher , w h o eventua l l y o n e the s in ­
g les 3-2 aga inst Rob Pugh . H e s h o u l d 
have w o n in comfo r t ab l y w h e n 2-0 up 
a n d 30 po in t s a h e a d in the third f r ame , 
bu t his des i r e for a c o l d p int a lmos t 
m a d e h i m the near ly m a n yet aga in . 

B t e a m s ing les : All p layers d i sap ­
po in t i ng l y w e r e k n o c k e d out in the sec ­
o n d r o u n d . 

A t e a m g r o u p : Reached the quarter 
f inals, w h e n Q u e e n ' s of Belfast k n o c k e d 
t h e m out 

B t e a m g r o u p : Un luck i l y k n o c k e d 
out in semi-f inals by Q u e e n ' s w h o w e 
ear l ier d r e w w i th 5-5. 

T h e t e a m s h o w o f f the i r w i n n i n g s 

FELLWALKING 

p h o t o s o f it. You c o u l d s ee b u g g e r all 
l a n d s c a p e , but m y bare l egs w e r e 
p r o u d l y o n disp lay , a t t rac t ing a h u g e 
a m o u n t o f a t t en t ion . N o t h i n g u n u s u a l 
there , except by this stage they had a c c u ­
m u l a t e d a th ick c o a t i n g o f ice. Lunch 
w a s ea t en o n the way d o w n the other 
s ide , w i th v iews of Glas lyn a n d Llyn Lly-
daw . O n the descen t , w e w e r e reun i ted 
w i th t h e h a r d c o r e nut ters , w h o w e r e 
despera te l y t ry ing to k e e p up w i th T im 
' Incredibly Fast But S l im ' w h o had the 
m a p . Evidently o n e lot o f 1000m peaks 
w a s not e n o u g h to k e e p t h e m a m u s e d 
for a w h o l e day, a n d they had to g o up 
S n o w d o n as we l l . O n c e at the b o t t o m , 
w e ' d p l a n n e d to take the interest ing and 
r e m a r k a b l y s t ra ight pa th t h r o u g h the 
Llanber is Pass. But on d i s cove r ing that 
it w a s in actual fact an electr icity t rans­
m i s s i o n l ine, a n d our t ight rope-wa lk ing 
skills w e r e not really up to scratch, w e 
d e c i d e d to take the road ins tead . 

After a quick half in a typically friendly 
We lsh pub , it was back to the b u n k h o u s e 
to wait for the nutters . O n c e aga in , w e 
d r e w o n our cu l inary ta lents ( cheers , 
Richard) to p r o d u c e a top qual i ty s p a g 
b o l , w h i c h w a s e n j o y e d by e v e r y o n e 
except Peter 'Chips with Everything' Rose. 
After the m e a l , w e set t led d o w n for a n 
exc ruc ia t ing e v e n i n g o f pa in a n d exer­
t i on , bo th phys ica l a n d menta l (you had 
to b e to take part in s o m e of Ma t ' s party 
g a m e s ) . ' W h o a m I?' was the ques t i on 

UCLI 1 
ICI 2 

(aet) 

F o l l o w i n g the nine-goal d e m o l i t i o n o f 
the RSM a w e e k earl ier, c o n f i d e n c e w a s 
h igh g o i n g into the first o f th ree crucia l 
ma t ches aga inst UCL. 

To say that th ings we ren ' t g o i n g our 
way w o u l d be a h u g e unders ta tement as 
the re fe ree kept a l l o w i n g UCL to kick 
l u m p s out o f mos t o f our players. W h e n 
the re fe ree f inal ly b l e w for a fou l It w a s 
to give UCL a penalty after Chris had cun ­
n ing ly let the fo rward into t h e area , a n d 
THEN b rough t h i m d o w n . Howeve r , the 
d e a d l o c k w a s not b r o k e n as Eric saved 
the pena l ty bril l iantly. 

After a b o u t half an hou r o f c o n t i n u ­
ous bat ter ing, A lex f inal ly s n a p p e d a n d 
d e c i d e d to take the law Into his o w n 
h a n d s by f l oo r i ng a UCL d e f e n d e r w i th 
a right b a c k h a n d o n the turn w h i c h any 
boxer w o u l d have b e e n p roud of. A g a i n 
the ref b l e w for a fou l a n d sent A l ex o f f 
the f ie ld . 

Desp i t e b e i n g a m a n d o w n , IC still 
l o o k e d the better s ide a n d w e r e never 

o n eve r yone ' s lips, part icular ly t h o s e 
w h o h a d d o n e t h e 18 m i l e , 2 ,000m 
ascent in Tim's wake . Saturday's exert ions 
ca l led for a m o r e gen t l e e n d u r a n c e test 
o n Sunday , so w e h e a d e d for M o e l 
W n i o n . The w e a t h e r w a s a but r oughe r , 
w i th hail showers , but w e still d id a g o o d 
wa lk a n d had v iews o f the sea . Un fo r ­
tunately , a large de tou r in an a t tempt t o 
f ind a d e c e n t p lace to cross a fast-flow­
ing river meant that w e did not have t ime 
to visit C o l w y n Bay o n the w a y h o m e . 
So t h e n it w a s s t ra ight b a c k in t h e 
m i n i b u s and back to L o n d o n a l o n g m y 
'c lever n e w route ' w h i c h led us straight 
into a t en mi l e ta i lback o n the M 6 . W e 
final ly arr ived in L o n d o n not l o n g b e f o r e 
m i d n i g h t , but the j o u r n e y s w e r e we l l 
wo r th it: def ini te ly o n e o f the better trips. 

James Clarke 
ja .c larke@ic .ac .uk 

u n d e r threat a n d w e r e un lucky not to 
take t h e lead t h r o u g h A m o w h o had a 
c o u p l e o f sho t s b l o c k e d . 

In t h e s e c o n d half th ings w e n t f r om 
b a d to w o r s e as UCL s c o r e d directly off 
a corner , ex t remely embar rass ing for Eric 
w h o w a s clearly c o n f u s e d by the w i n d 
(either that or h e just b u g g e r e d th ings 
up). W i th 20 m ins to g o IC equa l i sed 
after a s t u n n i n g m o v e that w a s f in i shed 
by So-so. 

IC w e r e n o w clearly o n top and were 
e v e n ge t t i ng o n e or t w o dec i s i ons f r om 
the re fe ree , a n d in the first half o f extra 
t ime , w e n t a h e a d thanks to a dead l y 
strike f r o m "Dirty" War ren after p lay ing a 
n ice one-two w i th Till. The s e c o n d half j 
w a s a d i f ferent story as UCL th rew every- ; 
t h i n g they c o u l d at us but the so l id back 
four of Rich, So-so, Chris and Phil refused ; 
to b reak d o w n as w e he ld out for a vic­
tory that sent the " f a n " w i l d . So IC have 
m a d e it t h r o u g h to the f inal for the sec- • 
o n d year r u n n i n g , h o p e f u l l y w e wil l o f 
o n e better this year a n d w i n the cup . So 
w h y not c o m e a l o n g to M o t s p u r Park on 
Saturday 6th M a r c h a n d c h e e r Imper­
ial's f inest o n 

LADIES FOOTBALL 

Leicester 3 
IC 1 i 

(BUSA Plate Quarter-final) | 

For t h e first t i m e s ince H igh l ande r and 
Flo arr ived o n the s cene , w e had a full j 
t e a m a n d a s u b (mirac les d o happen ! ) , 
e v e n t h o u g h our d e d i c a t e d "s lapper of 
a capta in " a b a n d o n e d us for yet another 
pu l l ing sess ion (you k n o w w h o you are!). 

After d r a g g i n g H i g h l a n d e r out o f 
the N o t t i n g h a m train (wou ld there be a 
ce r t a in S i m o n invo l ved? ) , a n d m a n y 
f i e lds later, w e a r r i ved at t h e w r o n g 
g r o u n d s ! Af ter a qu i ck m a p c h e c k w e 
f o u n d the p i tch in the m i d d l e o f an ath- : 
letic track a n d in the m i d d l e o f the foot- ! 
ball p i tch w e f o u n d a shot-put r ing -
m u c h to Ba ld r i ch ' s a m u s e m e n t ( she j 
likes b ig things, in a g r e e m e n t wi th High- I 
l ander ' s d is l ike o f smal l balls). Excel lent I 
pe r fo rmances f r om the scanda lous pres­
ident pul ler ( w h o later t r ied to pul l a 
pass ing cyclist) a n d f r o m t h e rest o f the i 
t e a m led to a goa l by G o n a d s . Unfor- j 
tunate ly the ref. 's w h i t e stick a n d gen- j 
eral b l i ndness led to our de fea t 3-1 - j 
wi th m a n y a g o o d save by Flo our goal ie 
( M i k e w o u l d b e p r o u d ) . H i t chh i ke r j 
c o u l d not he lp s t rok ing the ball as it , 
w e n t by, c a s i n g a penal ty . Unde r cove r 
p o r n p h o t o g r a p h e r , e n g a g e d G&T, w a s 
first in the s h o w e r s w i th her wa te rp roo f 
c a m e r a m u c h to the initial shock and lat­
ter p l easure o f t h e o p p o s i t i o n . 

Sports reports. 
8.30pm. 

Wednesday. 
'Nuff said. 

mailto:ja.clarke@ic.ac.uk
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KARTING Sport in Brief 

Imperial Ahead of Oxbridge - Official!! 
It was a co ld , rainy Friday n ight as s e v e n 
p lucky IC s t uden t s t o o k o n t h e c o m -

- b ined might o f 50 - o d d O x b r i d g e s tu ­
dents in the C U A C Kart ing e n d u r a n c e 
race at Rye H o u s e . IC w a s e n t e r i n g t w o 
teams, Ox fo rd five, and C a m b r i d g e eight. 
O r ig ina l l y p l a n n e d as a dry race , cir­
c u m s t a n c e s c h a n g e d as 30 m i n u t e s 
be fore the g r e e n f lag , it p i s sed it d o w n ! 
There w a s no t i m e to re-prepare t h e 
karts, and no w a y to c h i c k e n out . There 
was no t w o ways a b o u t it - this w a s 
g o i n g to be FUN! ! ! ! 

U n d e r f l ood l igh ts , t h e O x f o r d a n d 
C a m b r i d g e 1st t e a m s m a d e t h e ear ly 
pace, but s o o n , the s u b l i m e dr iv ing f r o m 
Phil, Nat and Dan put IC 2nd ' s into a lead 
they w o u l d not r e l i nqu i sh . IC Ist 's (the 
n u m b e r s m e a n t n o t h i n g - it w a s just a 
case o f w h o s i g n e d o n first), l ed by Ben , 
w i th O l i , Mat t , a n d you r s truly, u n d e r his 
expert g u i d a n c e , got o f f to a g o o d start 
m o v i n g into 3rd p lace . A g l o r i ous Impe­
rial 1-2 w a s o n the cards w h e n disaster 

struck!! O n e o f the Ist 's e n g i n e s w e n t 
t h e w a y o f M i c h a e l S c h u m a c h e r at Spa, 
a n d c o m p l e t e l y lost it!! B e i n g twin-
e n g i n e karts, w e m a n a g e d to l imp back 
to t h e pits, but a 15-minute s top w h i l e 
t h e y c h a n g e d t h e e n g i n e b l e w any 
c h a n c e o f a d e c e n t f in i sh . 

T h r o u g h a t roc ious cond i t ions , s o m e 
sens ib l e yet c o m m i t t e d dr i v ing by IC 1st 
d r a g g e d t h e t e a m back up the order to 
7th p lace at the 2-hr t i m e limit. N o b o d y , 
h o w e v e r , c o u l d t o u c h the 2nd ' s w h o 
f i n i s h e d th ree laps a h e a d o f the O x f o r d 
1st t e a m . Their w i n w a s u n d e r l i n e d by 
t a k i n g t h e fas test l ap - Vi a s e c o n d 
qu i cke r than IC Ist 's w h o w e r e second-
fastest. 
So! It's of f ic ia l ! IC are w a y a h e a d o f 
O x b r i d g e w h e n it c o m e s to t h e impor ­
tant th ings in l i fe! 
For m o r e i n f o rma t i on a b o u t the IC kart­
i n g c l ub , c o n t a c t p h m @ i c . a c . u k , or 
baf1@ic .ac .uk 

Paul Brady 

LADIES RUGBY 

IC Virgins 73 -5 Kings 

The V i rg ins s c o r e d b ig t i m e . F rom the 
m o m e n t w e took the o d d s h a p e d ball in 
our h a n d s our e x c i t e m e n t g r e w a n d 
grew. The K ing 's players c a m e o n hard 
for the first two m i n u t e s but they w e r e 
p r e m a t u r e a n d w e t o o k t h e m a n d 
s co red . O u r subs w e r e g i v i ng it s o m e 
oral o n the s ide l ines a n d K ing 's kept o n 
g o i n g d o w n , d o w n , d o w n . W e p e n e ­
trated their de fence t ime and t ime aga in , 
unti l they cou ld take n o m o r e . 

Their tackles we re m o r e playful than 
hard so w e s h o w e d t h e m h o w it w a s 
d o n e . Ou r hooke r s gave t h e m a run for 
their money . We c a m e out of every ruck 
a n d m a u l o n top in, and our s tuds d u g 
in d e e p as our furry mascot s c reamed for 
m o r e . Shouts o f g ive it in , get your kit 
off, dr ive, s h o w it to me , a n d yes, yes, 
yes w h e r e regularly heard f rom the pitch. 
Perv's u n d e r w e a r w a s o n the p i tch , A l i ­
son didn ' t have the horn and f lasher d id ­
n't pul l her usual trick. 

LADIES HOCKEY 

IC 8 - 0 Royal Vets 

After starting with only 10 players (cheers 
Scully) w e had a s t o r m i n ' m a t c h . 
C a m p e d in their 25 for the ent i re ma tch , 
w e spent the first half occas iona l l y giv­
i ng the keepe r the bal l . W i f ey m a n ­
a g e d to clear up o f f the p a d s tw i ce , 
l eav ing it 2-0 at half t ime . 
Af ter sharp w o r d s f r o m Bagpuss , the 
2nd half was t aken at a d i f f e rence pace . 
Shots w e r e p u m m e l l e d at the keepe r 
left, right and cent re and the o d d f e w 

w e n t in . Scu l ly a f te r her late arrival 
s c o r e d he r first g o a l s i n c e he r w i s e 
d e f e c t i o n f r o m R S M (that'll b e a jug), 
H u m m i n g B i rd pu t in a c o u p l e ( jug 
a v o i d a n c e ? - I d o n ' t th ink so I) a n d 
Wi fey c o m p l e t e d her near d o u b l e hat-
trick f i n i s h i n g in f ire. 
8-0! it serves y o u Vet s ight for s p e n d i n g 
all you r t i m e w i th your h a n d s up cows 
b o t t o m s . 

ULTIMATE FRISBEE 

IC 19 - 6 Southampton 

After a s eda t e o p e n i n g m a t c h against 
P o r t s m o u t h U n i , IC U l t imate t e a m w e r e 
an t i c i pa t i ng a real head-to-head against 
the South East c h a m p i o n s S o u t h a m p t o n 
Un i (Skunks). With an incomple te squad , 
i n c l u d i n g on l y o n e s u b , the o d d s w e r e 
in IC's f avour f r o m the of fset . 

A m u c h i m p r o v e d t e a m pe r fo r ­
m a n c e a n d a sp i r i ted ind iv idua l d isplay 
f r o m John " o n your k n e e s " Taylor (who 
caugh t over 1/2 IC's points ) , IC w a l k e d 
away w i th a c o n v i n c i n g victory. A replay 
at the Na t i ona l S tudent Indoor f ina ls in 
10 days t ime m a y y ie ld a d i f fe rent out ­
c o m e ! 

MEDICS PLAY FOR ENGLAND 

F o l l o w i n g t h e s u c c e s s e s o f Imper ia l 
M e d i c s Rugby Footbal l C lub this s eason , 
it was very gratifying that James Piatt, Ben 
C a r p e n t e r ( Imper ia l M e d i c s Capta in ) , 
a n d S i m o n Rogers w e r e se lec ted for the 
England Students squad that played Scot­
land S tudents at O l d Dear Park o n 19th 
February. 
Eng land S tudents w o n 42 - 20. 

Around IC 
M o n 1 Tues 2 Wed 3 Thurs 4 Fri 5 Sat 6 Sun 7 

C A G : T o o l s fo r Se l f 
Re l iance, B a s e m e n t o f 
Beit Q u a d 6 p m 

C l ayponds Hall C i n e m a 
Trip - c o n t a c t 
lan .doy le@lc .ac .uk 

STA Q u i z N igh t -
DaV inc i ' s 8 p m 

C A G : S o u p Run, Base­
m e n t K i t c h e n , W e e k s 
Hal l 8 p m 

C a v i n g C l u b M e e t i n g 
Southside Upper Lounge 

9 p m 

E n g i n e e r i n g I n f o r m a ­
t i on Resources Talk 
Centra l Library Level 5 
M e e t i n g R o o m 1 

2 . 1 5 4 p m 

C lub XS, ICU, FREE 
9pm-1am 

Engineer ing Information 
Resources - C o m p e n d e x 
Centra l Library Level 5 
M e e t i n g R o o m 1 

1-2pm 

C A G : S o u p Run, Base­
m e n t K i t c h e n , W e e k s 
Hal! 8 p m 

Cocktail Night, DaVinci 's 
5-11 p m 

Bust-a-Gut C o m e d y 
dBs, £2.50 8 p m 

Pop Tarts - ICU £1 
9pm-2am 

W h i p l a s h - d B s , FREE 
8pm-12am 

mailto:phm@ic.ac.uk
mailto:baf1@ic.ac.uk
mailto:lan.doyle@lc.ac.uk
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HOCKEY 

IC claim 3 out of 4 places in ULU cup finals 
IC!... 
UCL. 

Surfing on our relentless tide of success, 
the firsts have once again gained a place 
in the ULU Cup final. Today's game was 
a significant milestone in our quest for 
total London domination. The game 
started gnarly, the UCL swell coming on 
strong with the odd overhead set. fluffy 
performed a cut back into the D, pulled 
up for the floater and won a short corner, 

SCOREBOARD 

FOOTBALL 
ULU Cup 
UCL 1 1 -2 IC 1 (a.e.t) 
ULU League 
ICI 5- 0 Royal Holloway 
ICII 1- 2 Royal Holloway 
BUSA 
IC 111 3- 2 Swansea 
BUSA plate 
Leicester 3 -1 IC Ladies 

RUGBY 
IC Virgins 73 -5 King's 

HOCKEY 
ICI 4- 3 UCL 
Disco Sqd. 5 -0 St. Bart's 
ICSM II 3 -3 KCL I 
IC Ladies 8 -0 Royal Vets. 

MISCELLANEOUS 
Ultimate frisbee 19-6 Southampton 

duly dispatched by Blue Underpants. 
Out the back. Fluke paddled in slotting 
into the barrel to put the second home. 
James started upping the pressure with 
his casual but hard core long board 
stylee. Flashy Wanker stepped up with 
his 10ft big gun and took off on a 25 
footer of mavericks - goal. The wind 
turned on shore, and 6ft glass became 
4ft mush. Blue Underpants piled in a dif­
ficult situation punches the lip - the 
fourth was in. All in all a good sunset ses­
sion. Massive. 

Disco Squad.. 
St Bart's 

One team, fifteen dreamers, five magic 
goals, all can be summed up by a single 
word. LEGENDARY... 

The Disco boys are in the final of the 
ULU cup! Nothing can stop us now! 

Just to be sure, I have analysed the 
possible effects of a meteor impacting 
in the middle of Motspur Park in three 
weeks time, and can only conclude that 
it would have to weigh more than Via-
gra's Bollocks to even phase us. That's 
more than 352 tonnes, facts. And unless 
Filtrum's got an arse like a mortar, I don't 
think that's going to happen. 

On Sunday, the Disco Squad was 
tanked up and ready to groove, courtesy 
of some impressive family planning, 
although the looming showdown did 
mean that Cantle wisely limited himself 
to a dozen sherboids. 

So we were soon on the pitch of joy, 
with Filtrum looking like he'd just been 
thrown out of the London School of 
Vagrancy for excessive dribbling. The 
whistle blew and we went after Bart's like 
Fulltum after some hapless American. 
However, their defence didn't put up as 
much resistance and before long the 
Sundance Kid did his fancy spinning 
effort and slapped the ball passed the 
mesmerised Bart's keeper. 

Play was always going our way and 
before half time the Sundance Kid and 
Fabio had penetrated their defences 
again. 3-0 to the golden boys. 

The second half started with a bit of 
fire from the Bart's Boys, but the Disco 
Deluge quickly swamped it. Lager Lager, 
Indian Carpet Catalogue and Baps put a 
veritable barrage of strikes beyond the 
flailing reach of the keeper, and Fabio 
and the Sundance Kid actually scored. 5-
0 to the Disco Boys. 

The Disco Squad has seen off 
another challenge. Maybe the result 
wasn't a fair reflection of how good 
Bart's are. Yeah, and maybe Terrier's not 
a virgin?!? 

So, well done again boys, we are the 
chosen ones. Well done to Pete Tong 
for turning up at all. He looked as 
healthy as an alcoholic rat emerging 
after a week's holiday in Rezoola's pants. 
Nice. 

Come on boys, we going all the 
way! Disco... 

ICSM I 
KCL I.. 

Having lost to KCL llnds earlier this sea­
son on flicks, we understandably, had 
very low expectations going Into this 
match. Our initial reservations were com­
pounded when they scored in the first 5 
minutes, but we held them to 1-0 until 
half-time. Then the game turned ugly. 2/3 
rds of the way into the match, they were 
3-0 up and and we were struggling. To 
say the situation was gloomy would be 
an understatement. 

However, by divine Intervention we 
were given new heart. Through pure 
aggression and dogged determination 
we battled away, and by the end, our 
overwhelming passion proved too much 
for the obviously rattled KCL team. 
Through swift passing and shrewd vision 
we scored 3 goals in the next 10 minutes 
to draw level. 

Vik scored two absolute screamers 
and Alex finished it off when he deftly 
lifted the ball over the keeper, leaving 
him floundering. This was a heroic per­
formance all round, and with such a 
band of spirited warriors, the UL cup will 
be ours! 

Line-up for the ULU cup final: 
IC I v Royal Holloway 
Reserve cup final: 
ICSM II v IC III (Disco Squad) 

CRYPTIC CROSSWORD Across Down 

by Gnat Chum 9 Moving patients is fulfiling. (9) 
10 Points to my foe. (5) 
11 Canine pest got stirred into 

Richard. (3-4) 
12 Long-suffering case (7) 
13 Send Edmund packaged essentials. (5) 
14 Group of the french Queen's sol­

diers' belt. (9) 
16 Webber's answer to Moonlight 

Sonata? (5,2,3,5) 
19 Not fast, not snakes? (9) 
21 The Franco-German Wiseman. (5) 
22 Peace-keeper fish to knock some­

one off. (7) 
23 Forced terrorists to drink. (7) 
24 Relative directions around college. (5) 
25 So, Helen, we change in the front of 

a plane. (4-5) 

1 Swap titles for business jargon. (5-5) 
2 Parades masses in bets. (8) 
3 Artillery get into binoculars - swowing 

intelligence. (6) 
4 Flushed quiet writer. (4) 
5 SA plant for a pagan's hut. (10) 
6 disaster could meld town? (8) 
7 Cut drug. Heavy! (6) 
8 Half a yoyo in an alien island. (4) 
14 End fab hero badly previously. (10) 
15 Bale turner can be taken back? (10) 
17 Waiter contains exclamation for 

coleague. (8) 
18 Immutable right from above. (3-5) 
20 Hunter of Ordinance survey hunted. (6) 
21 Awards snowed in. (6) 
22 Jars at turns with no junction. (4) 
23 Maurice has Nazis growing green 

stuff. (4) 
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HAVE YOU GOT A PROBLEM? 
Drug Abuse 
Drug abuse covers vast areas and many 
drugs, ranging from puffing a cigarette to 
injecting heroin. But two of the most c o m ­
monly used i l legal drugs are ecstasy and 
cannabis . This section will focus on them. 

"Ecstasy", also known as M D M A , A d a m , or 
X-TC, is an ha l luc inogen ic and mind alter­
ing drug. It bears great similarity to other 
synthetic drugs (like MDA) which are known 
to cause brain d a m a g e . The many prob ­
lems the 1 in 12 people who have tried 
ecstasy in the UK encounter during or after 
taking ecstasy inc lude: 

Psychological difficulties, inc luding con fu ­
s ion , depress ion , s leep p rob lems , drug 
craving, severe anxiety, and parano ia -
sometimes these symptoms occur weeks 
after taking ecstasy. Physical symptoms 
include muscle tension, involuntary teeth 
c lenching, nausea , blurred v is ion, faint-
ness, chills or sweat ing, increases in heart 
rate and b lood pressure. However, its sup­
porters c la im that ecstasy increases trust 
and breaks down barriers. 

Cannab i s , the most used i l legal drug with 
8 0 % of drug users using cannabis, is widely 
seen as 'relatively harmless ' by its sup­
porters. 'Relatively' harmless it may well be 
when compared to drugs like heroin, but 

it is not entirely safe, 
either. Cannab is can 
cause problems with 
memory and lea rn ­
ing, distorted percep­
t i on , diff iculty in 
thinking and problem 
so lv ing , loss of c o ­
o r d i n a t i o n ; and 
increased heart rate, 
anxiety, and panic 
attacks. Most damning of all is that two in 
five people who have used cannabis in the 
last year will have also used another type 
of i l legal drug. 

For more information, try: 
news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/health/back-
ground_briefings/drugs/ 
US Institute on drugs: www.nida.nih.gov/ 
Drug Abuse Web ring: www.druguse.com/ 
Release: www.release.org.uk 

Sleepless Nights  
Are f inancial worries affecting your degree? 

At this time of year the antics of the previ­
ous term may be catching up. Some students 
have major f inancial worries that are cr ip­
pl ing their ability to live comfortably. Other 
students may have less serious f inancia l 
difficulties but still find that these difficulties 
are mak ing them feel stressed and 
depressed. 

If you fall into any of the above categories; 
where your f inancial worries are putting a 
strain on your life and degree, then you 
could qualify for f inancial support from the 
co l l ege . Imperial C o l l e g e has over 
£1 5 0 , 0 0 0 to distribute among students who 
have f inancia l problems. 

So how do you apply? 
G o to the Student Finance Of f i ce , on Level 
3 (Room 334) of the Sherfield Building and 
pick up an appl icat ion form. The form must 
be fi l led in completely (failure to do so will 
slow your application) and returned to the 
Student Finance Of f ice with the fol lowing 
information: 3 months of Bank Statements 
go ing back from the date of your app l i ca ­
t ion. 

The closing date for appl icat ions is 22nd 
March 1 999 

Check your bits day 
Those of you who were here last year may 
remember waking up after Valentines Day 
with an unusual union stamp on your hand. 
By then it probably said 'heck your bi ', which 
was perhaps more a larming than intended! 

For those of you who weren't here, and for 
those who have spent a year wondering 
why they were stamped in such a bizarre 
way, let me explain what Check your Bits is 
all about. 

In this country, it is safe to say you are going 
to die of one of two things; Heart disease 
or Cancer . Most of us will be lucky and do 
it in our 80s. But there are some cancers 
which kill young people , and they are the 
'sexy' ones; cancer of the testis, cervix and 
extent breast. Check your bits day is a 
reminder to everyone to do something about 
not dying young. 

The good news is that there is no reason why 
you should die from these; they are easily 
checked for, and respond well to treatment. 
All it takes is self-examination (a good feel 

all over) of your breasts or testicles once a 
month. If you find a lump, or a sore bit, or 
a change in colour or texture or if it just 
doesn't feel the same, then go to the doc ­
tor. As for the cervix, that's even easier; 
book an appointment with the nurse, phone 
for the results, repeat in 3 years time. 

Safety in the Big City 
We are all enjoying our f reedom at uni­
versity - being able to go where we want, 
how we want and when we want. As stu­
dents we have to look out for our own well 
being. Yes, we have heard it all before 
"don ' t walk a lone, don' t walk down dark 
streets". This is, of course, sensible advice. 
This is why your wonderful Imperial Col lege 
Union is providing an extra bit of support. 

Whi le a free bodyguard for every student is 
not on offer, you can get an attack alarm 
from the union office or catch the free 
women 's minibus home from the union 
after events nights (Wednesday and Fri­
day). This service runs from 1 2am until the 
end of the event and will take any woman 
anywhere within London. 

Compiled by 
Rene Frank & the 

Welfare Committee 

http://www.nida.nih.gov/
http://www.druguse.com/
http://www.release.org.uk
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HEALTH & HOUSING 
Accomodation 
Most landlords/ladies offer fixed term con ­
tracts. There are two basic types of agree­
ment; licenses and tenancies. You should be 
able to tell which you are being offered by 
reading your contract. The vast majority of 
students (along with most other people rent­
ing from private landlords) will have an 
'assured shorthold tenancy' . 

You will normally be a tenant if you have 
exclusive occupat ion of at least one room, 
and your landlord/lady does not live in the 
same property. A tenant has greater rights 
than a l icensee; most importantly, you can ­
not be evicted without a court order (and, 
hence, a proper reason). 

License agreements, though they offer less 
protection, are not necessarily a problem. 
However, because you might be living in your 
landlords/lady's actual home, you should be 
clear as to what house-rules are to be 
applied. You should also try and get an idea 
of what they are like on a personal level. 

You should be a l lowed to live in peace 
without interference from the owner (though 
they may want to occasionally check the con­
dition of the place) . The owner is a lso 

responsible for deal ing with any repairs. If 
you do experience problems with your land­
lord or landlady then you should raise them 
with the Union Advisor immediately. Some 
problems that can arise include getting the 
landlord to do repairs or to return deposits 
at the end of a tenancy. There may also be 
issues relating to joint tenancies if you are 
sharing with other people. ICU produces a 
Housing Rights Gu ide to give you informa­
tion on your rights and responsibilities while 
renting in the private sector. Cop ies are 
available from the Union reception. It is up 
to you to ensure that your landlord keeps to 
their side of the bargain. Don't put up with 
bad or unsafe accommodat ion and don't 
wave goodbye to your deposit at the end just 
because "it's one of the facets of student life 
in London" . It isn't. 

If you have any problems with property that 
you obtained via the Accommodation notice-
board, you should write and tell them about 
it as they can only monitor the landlords who 
advertise via your feedback. Properties are 
not inspected nor vetted by college in any 
way. However, if the Accommodat ion Office 
has been told of a problem, they can and 
will remove landlords from their list. 

Council Tax 

All students are exempt from Counci l Tax (but 
you'll need to obtain a certificate from the 
registry that you then send to your local 
billing authority). If you share with non-stu­
dents then you may become liable to pay 
(even if they are unemployed and receiving 
benefits). Speak to the Union Advisor if you 
are unsure of your Counc i l Tax situation. 

Gas Safety  

Every year there are deaths caused by car­
bon monoxide. Danger signs include soot or 
discolouring on or around a gas fire, a yel­
low flame in your gas fire or water heater and 
a strange smell when the appl iance is on. 
Symptoms of carbon monoxide poisoning 
are tiredness, headaches, and chest and 
stomach pains. Your landlord must ensure 
that all gas appl iances are checked yearly 
and , by law, has to obtain a Certificate of 
Gas Safety from a Corg i registered engineer. 
Speak to him/her if you have any concerns. 
If your landlord refuses to show you the 
certificate or even to have the appl iances 
checked, contact the G a s Safety Helpline 
immediately. 

Meningitis 
By now I expect that almost all the students 
at Imperial have heard about the tragic 
events earlier this year. The best thing we can 
do now is learn. 

Although knowing the symptoms is vital, the 
most important thing is quick act ion. In real­
ity, you start by feeling unwell, perhaps bad 
enough to go home then and there. When 
you get home you might be sick or just close 
the curtains and try to sleep. This is the point 
when you should phone the ambulance , but 
you won't because you will feel too silly. 
Hopeful ly , you would phone when the 
headache became too bad or you realised 
you couldn't stand the light, but you might 
still feel daft. 

So maybe the truth about surviving meningitis 
is bite the bullet. Pick up the phone and dial 
999 . No-one in Casualty will think you are 
stupid. You could save your own or some­
one else's life and if it is only a cold then 
you'll live to tell a great story down the bar! 

What are the different types? 
There are two types: Viral and Bacterial, 
whilst viral is the most common it is unlikely 
to be life threatening. Bacterial meningitis is 
quite rare but may be very serious. There are 
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two types of bacterial meningitis; meningo­
coccal and pneumococca l . In addition the 
bacteria can result in septicaemia. 

How is bacterial meningitis spread? 
Many people carry the bacteria in the back 
of the throat. Whilst the bacteria can be 
spread by kissing, sneezing and coughing it 
is weak outside the body. After exposure 
symptoms usually appear after 2-1 0 days. 

What does meningitis do? 
It inflames the tissues that cover the brain 
(meninges) and spinal cord. The same bac­
teria responsible for inf lammation of the 
meninges are also responsible for the vari­
ant men ingococca l sep t i caemia , which 
causes bleeding under the skin. 

Can I develop meningitis? 
The risk of developing meningitis is very 
small , even if you have been in direct con­
tact with a diagnosed case. The causal bac­
teria is carried, in fact, by approximately 10 
percent of people. There is still a risk, how­
ever, and it saves lives if you are aware of 
the symptoms. 

What are the symptoms? 
The symptoms are similar to flu in many 
respects, but symptoms get progressively 
worse very rapidly. Symptoms include; vom­
iting, fever, severe headache, joint pains, 
aversion to bright lights, lethargy, confusion 
and fits. In addition to this rashes appear dur­
ing septicaemia. However, it is important to 
note that not all the symptoms may be pre­
sent. 

Don't wait for the rash - sometimes it's only 
seen at post mortem. 
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WHO CAN I TALK TO? 
David Allman 
Studying and 
living at univer­
sity can some­
times be 
stressful and 
lonely as well as 
challenging and 
exciting. The 
courses at 
Imperial C o l ­
lege are 
demanding; 
they require 
commitment of 
time and effort. 
It's not unusual 
to experience a 
knock to your self-esteem to find yourself 
amongst similarly intelligent students after 
having been at or near the top of your class 
at school. 

You might have arrived at Imperial from 
another country with different social and 
cultural norms, so that part of beginning at 
Col lege involves the experience of living in 
a different culture. Family and friends may 
be a long distance away. And if you're com­
ing to Co l lege straight from home you may 
have to learn the practicalities of everyday 
living as well! Coming to university might be 
one of the biggest transitions you're going 
to make in your life. 

If you're not used to organising yourself and 
getting on with studying without a parent or 
teacher prompting you, it can be a consid­
erable challenge to manage your work. O n 
the other hand, sometimes students work too 
hard and get diminishing returns; fear of fai l ­
ure or 'letting people down ' can get in the 
way of constructive studying. 

Sometimes personal issues demand energy 
which you would otherwise be using to get 
on with your life. Sometimes you'll know what 
the problem is, eg a relationship difficulty, 
a bereavement, an issue about self-confi­
dence. But sometimes you might be aware 
of feeling depressed or anxious, of finding 
it difficult to concentrate at lectures or when 
studying, for no immediately identifiable rea­
son. 

Many students find it useful to come to 
counselling when they're feeling troubled, to 
talk about their experience, to think through 
a problem, and to consider options and 
create a strategy to move forward. Issues stu­
dents bring include; blocks to studying and 
exam stress; relationship difficulties; family 
difficulties; homesickness; loneliness; depres­
sion; anxiety; bereavement; sexuality and 
sexual orientation. 

Martin Thomson 
The Un ion 
has an 
elected, non-
sabbat i ca l , 
welfare c o m ­
mittee who 
are responsi ­
ble for taking 
up issues of 
conce rn to 
students on 
welfare mat­
ters (these 
wou ld be 
issues related 
to the exper i ­
ence of 
studying at IC rather than specific legal or 
personal problems). The Union Welfare 
Commit tee needs your input in order to 
represent your best interests and respond 
to your concerns. You can contact the 
Welfare Off icer via the Union Of f i ce . As 
well as the Welfare Off icer himself, the 
Union has a plethora of elected officers 
looking out for your interests, including 
a c c o m m o d a t i o n , equa l oppor tun i t i es , 
women's and Constituent Co l l ege Union 
Welfare officers. 

A full-time adviser, Mart in Thomson , is 
employed in the Union to provide a pro­
fessional advice service to students and 
staff. The Advice Off ice has a very broad 
information system (which includes a full 
Ci t izen's Advice Bureau information da ta ­
base) and Martin has several years of gen­
eral advice experience. 

If you have a problem of any kind, or you 
just want information on a particular topic, 
then he should be able to either assist you 
or, where necessary, refer you to an appro ­
priate source outside of the Co l l ege . The 
service is free, confidential and impartial 
(which means that no matter what your 
problem or situation is, you will receive 
unbiased assistance, not judgmental ques­
tions). 

Matters frequently dealt with include hous­
ing problems, immigrat ion, consumer mat­
ters, debt, and fundraising (for students who 
run out of money toward the end of their 
studies). In addition to leaflets on the above 
there is a broad range of free information 
ava i lab le in the Un ion reception which 
includes material on health matters, ben ­
efits, income tax and the small c la ims 
court. 

To see Ma r t i n , you shou ld make an 
appointment at the Union Off ice (x48060) 
or contact him directly. 

The CCUs 
It may seem sometimes that there's never 
anyone to talk to when you need advice. 
Sure, your tutor helps you with your work, 
your flatmates attempt to revive your f l ag ­
ging social life, and your parents send you 
emergency cash if you're lucky, but all the 
other stuff that you either can't ask or don't 
know how.. . Al l of the benefits of the p o l ­
icy and initiatives from ICU's hard-work­
ing welfare committee are readily available 
to you, and you only need to ask. It's easy 
enough to emai l welfare@ic.ac.uk, and 
your emai ls to welfare are guarded by a 
policy of confidential i ty. 

Your own constituent co l lege also has a 
representative - if you don ' t know whether 
your par t icu lar issue is someth ing that 
welfare can deal with, or you just want to 
know exactly what you're entitled to, you 
should enquire with your C C U welfare 
rep, and they' l l put you straight. They 
should have a pigeon-hole in your C C U 
office (and if you haven't found that yet, 
you 've definitely been studying far too 
hard.. . ! ) . Alternatively, contact details can 
be found in the ICU H a n d b o o k , ava i lable 
from Union recept ion, or on your C C U ' s 
website. 

London nightline 
0171 631 0101 

Conf ident ia l l i s ten ing and pract ica l informat ion 
lor s tudents by s tuden ts in London . 

Every night of t e rm. 6 p m - S a m 

» Welfare information on accommodation, 
financial matters & health 

• London listings of films, clubs & theatres 

• Taxi & night bus timetables 

• Listening support from fellow students 

Nightline is here, whether you want 
information or simply someone to talk to. 

If you are interested in becom ing a volunteer, 
contact, us and speak to one of the volunteers 
on duty. 

To m.'jintaii! iXjriiidfcTiii;.:ity <•>;[ ouj volunU'ei'i, <ite anonymous arid 
wnnif] nevwr (?*pecl ;iny calle-i to identify m«n'S&lves. 

HeaiSitwRKl aititity Numtiur 1.015744 

mailto:welfare@ic.ac.uk
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JUST PICK UP THE PHONE... 
Advice Contacts Family Planning Drugs IC 

Martin Thompson - Union Advisor 
(0171 59) 4 8 0 6 7 or (59)48060 
m.m.thomson@ic.ac.uk 
David Allman - College Counsellor 
(0171 59 )49430 
d.al lman@ic.ac.uk 
IC Health Centre 
Enquiries: (0171 59 )49375 
Emergencies: 4444 (internal) 
Accomodation Office 
(0171 59 )49444 

Housing 
Shelter 
0171 5 0 5 2 0 0 0 or 0 8 0 0 446 441 
www.shelter.org.uk 
Gas Safety 
0 8 0 0 3 0 0 363 

Accomodation 
University of London 
www.lon.ac.uk/accom/ 
Loot 
www.loot.com 

Disabled 
DIAL-UK - The Disability Helpline 
01302 3 1 0 1 2 3 
Disabled Living Foundation 
0171 289 61 1 1 
RADAR - Rehabilitation Support 
0171 2 5 0 3 2 2 2 
Dyslexia Institute 
01784 463851 
www.dyslexia-inst.org.uk 
Loretto O'Callaghan - IC Disabilities Offic 
(0171 59 )48935 
l .ocal laghan@ic.ac.uk 
Skill - Students with disabilities 
0 8 0 0 328 5 0 5 0 
0171 4 5 0 0 6 2 0 
www.skill.org.uk 
Ski l lNatBurDis@compuserve.com 
Mencap 
0171 454 0454 
National Association for Mental Health 
0345 6 6 0 1 6 3 
SANELINE 
0345 6 7 8 0 0 0 

Deaf & Blind 
Royal National Institute for the Blind 
0171 3 8 8 1266 
Royal National Institute for the Deaf 
0171 296 8 0 0 0 

Brook Advisory Centre 
0171 617 8 0 0 0 
Family Planning Association 
0171 837 5 4 3 2 

Pregnancy Advice 
British Pregnancy Advisory 
0 3 4 5 3 0 4 0 3 0 
Abortion Councelling 
0 1 9 2 6 311511 
National Childbirth Trust 
0181 992 8637 

Lesbian Gay & Bisexual 
Acceptance Helpline - Support Group 
0 1 7 9 5 6 6 1 4 6 3 
PACE - Councelling Service 
0171 263 6 2 0 0 
LGB Switchboard 
0171 837 7324 
IQ 
christine.grant@ic.ac.uk  
www.su.ic.ac.uk/IQ 

Sexually Transmitted Diseases 
Charing Cross Hospital G U M 
0181 846 1567 
St Stephen's Clinic 
0181 846 6171/2 

Rape 
Rape Crisis Centre 
0171 837 1600 

A 1 U 5 

National Aids Helpline 
0 8 0 0 5 6 7 1 2 3 
Terrence Higgins Trust 
0171 242 1010 

Family 
Relate 
0171 580 1087 
Gingerbread - Advice for single parents 
0171 336 8184 
National Council for One Parent Families 
0171 428 5 4 0 0 
Parent Nelwork 
0171 735 1214 
National Family Mediation 
0171 3 8 3 5 9 9 3 

Release Emerge 
0171 603 8 6 5 4 
Turning Point 
0171 702 2 3 0 0 
Alcohol Advice 
0 3 4 5 3 2 0 2 0 2 
Alcohol Concern 

I i S8 / 3 7 7 
1 i . meet 11 org.uk 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
0171 833 0 0 2 2 
Smokers Quitline 
0171 487 3 0 0 0 
QUIT - Smoking 
0 8 0 0 0 0 2 2 0 0 

Missing Persons 
Message Home 
0 5 0 0 700 740 
National Missing Persons Helpline 
0 5 0 0 700 700 
The Salvation Army Family Tracing Service 
01 71 3 8 3 2 7 7 2 

Women 
Women against sexual harrassment 
0171 4 0 5 0 4 3 0 
Women's Health 
0171 251 6 5 8 0 
Women's Therapy Centre 
0171 2 6 3 6 2 0 0 
Women's Aid National Helpline 
0 3 4 5 0 2 3 4 6 8 

Bereavement 
The Compassionate Friends 
01 17 9 5 3 9 6 3 9 
Cot Death line 
0171 2 3 5 1721 
Cruse Bereavement Line 
0181 332 7 2 2 7 
Stillbirth & Neonatal Death Society 
0171 436 5881 

Debt 
National Debtline 
0171 296 8 0 0 0 

Absolutely Everything 
Nightline - Free advice, 6pm - 8am 
0171 631 010 
The Samatitans 
0 3 4 5 9 0 9 0 9 0 
www.samaritans.org.uk 
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