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Promises, Policies and Pints
By Gareth MorganHustings were held last week at South

Kensington, Charing Cross, and St Mary's

for the Sabbatical candidates.

Last Monday, around a hundred and

fifty people, encouraded by the "pound a

pint" offer, turned up in dB's. If they were

expecting a tense night of political thrills

and deep issues, they would have been

disappointed, however. There seemed lit-

tle to distinguish most of the candidates

on what are felt to be the major issues fac-

ind the Union: minibuses, BUSA, club

funding, CCU identity and so on.

There was a similar feel to the St.

Mary's Hustings, traditionally a much

harsher session. There were more prob-

ing questions from the sixty or so students

there - particularly over BUSA, Glaxo's pro-

posed takeover of part of the Medical

School (reported below) and problems

related to the Medicine course - but the

overall atmosphere was more subdued

than had been expected.

The Charring Cross Hustings on Tues-
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day were poorly attended - probably due

to a party at the same time. One candi-

date remarked that it was "very dull and

very pointless".

Up first were Dave Roberts and Kevin

Butcher, the only candidates standing for

The Presidential hopefuls sink their pints

Felix Editor and DP (E&W) respectively.

Having set out their promises, they fielded

questions from the floor. Dave was

strongly in favour of editorial freedom,

and defended Felix's role as a club. Kevin

identified some specific issues, but admit-

ted that deep-seated attitudes would take

some time to change. He was receptive

to new ideas, such as a counsellor for the

medical campuses.

Both went down fairly well with the

crowds, although Kevin received an ini-

tially harsh reception at Mary's. Best

quote? Kevin's "IQ are a tight bunch of

people" at Mary's was an unfortunate slip.

The candidates for DP (C&S) were

next. Most of the differences between

lim Trailor and Duncan Field seemed to

be on their different (sportiné and non-

sporting) backsrounds. One argument

runs that the major issues such as BUSA

need someone familiar with the sports

teams. On the other hand, only about a

quarter of the clubs are sports teams, and

the DP (C&S) needs to look after the inter-

ests of all of the clubs.

Both promised to fight for dual rather

than single entry of Medic teams into

BUSA, with Tim preferring to keep the cur-

Continued on Page 2

Glaxo

Rumours of a massive proposed deal

between College and Glaxo Welcome

have finally been confirmed this week,

with senior IC School of Medicine staff

admitting that Glaxo have offered £20

million for four floors at the St Mary’s

Site.

Whilst the precise details of the

offer still remain unknown, it seems

certain that the current proposal would

include the basement of the St Mary’s

building - which presently houses

Union Offices, a swimming pool and

Gladys, the St Mary’s bar. Additionally,

the main library (a massive collection

of medical texts) would be almost cer-

tain to go, as it lies in the centre of the

building.

The biggest concern about the pro-

posals, however, is with the process of

notification. Senior Union figures first

heard rumours of the sale via other stu-

dents and leaks last month, and official

admission of the bid only came in

response to direct questioning. Thus,

ICSM Union President Wade Gayed

has, unsurprisingly, expressed his fears

Welcome Mary’s

By David Roberts

that the Union (and thus the students)

would only have been informed “after

a decision had been made”. College

figures, however, insist that such a

decision could not be taken on a wide-

scale without full discussion amongst

both staff and students.

The exact reasoning behind the

bid is also unclear. Undoubtedly the

price under offer is very high - partic-

ularly when considering that Glaxo

would then have to gut the entire

building and re-model it. As a result,

their motivation is being treated with

the utmost suspicion. Some suggest

that it is a move to regain an animal

house for IC pharmaceutical and

genetic research (the present stock of

animals must be moved out of the

Beit Basements, but BMS is rumoured

to have been restricted by a licence

which only allows small rodents up to

the size of an average hamster to be

kept. In turn the massive funding gen-

erated by the sale could be used to

fund the costs incurred by the merger

(including the £9.6m overspend on the

BMS building itself).

As a result of pressure from the

Union, senior Med School figures have

promised to protect Gladys and the

swimming pool (which the College

regard as tangible assets). This is likely

to mean trying to alter the plan so that

Glaxo are offered the top three floors.

Whilst this would still result in the loss

of the Library, it would protect the

integrity of Gladys. However, many

medical students have expressed

doubt over the likelihood of such a

plan succeeding - retaining a student

bar under a State-of-the-art research

facility would hardly seem to make

good sense, from Glaxo’s point of

view.

This is a very emotive issue - par-

ticularly for older St Mary’s students -

and it will undoubtedly run and run.

Indeed it was a source of questions for

the candidates for Union President

(see page 2).
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Continued from Page 1

rent hybrid system for as long as possible.

The issue of the sale of Teddington sports

ground (the traditional home of Mary's

rugby) was a hot topic at Mary's. Both can-

didates promised to fight to keep it open.

Tim highlighted money, space and

minibuses as the main issues affecting all

clubs. Duncan agreed, but also added fair

treatment from the Union, referring to Art-

soc's recent budget cuts.

The issue of minibuses was surpris-

ingly painless, considering the discussion

that has been going on recently. Both Tim

and Duncan (and later, the DP (F&S) can-

didates) thought the Union buses were in

a bad way, but promised to look into the

options available.

There seemed to be very little to sep-

arate the three candidates for the post of

DP (F&S) other than dress sense. Whilst

Paul Hickman avoided criticism, Bob

Walker's dangling belt raised comment on

all three nights, and lan Clifford upheld

half of his Slave Auction promise to attend

the South Ken Hustings in drag. Various

methods of increasing the Union's, and

particularly clubs', budgets were sug-

gested: sponsorship, Greater efficiency

and "screwing College out of everything

we can get" - Bob's phrase, but endorsed

by lan and Paul.

All candidates agreed that loss-mak-

ing services should be subsidised, as long

as they were providing a genuine service

to students - catering being a prime exam-

ple. They also re-iterated the regulations

concerning additional income senerated

by clubs: that ICU technically couldn't

touch it, and it should not be compen-

sated for by a reduced budget.

Finally, the candidates for President

took to the stage. All except Stuart Cook,

that is, who has taken no part in the elec-

tions so far. This left Shan Katuwawala,

Tasha Newton, Dennis Patrickson, Robin

Pitt, Ben Polounovsky and Andy Swift.

Questions on a broad range of top-

ics were asked. A common theme was

the elections themselves, with issues such

as South Ken apathy, the Medics’ alleged

block voting, and publicity recurring at

different Hustings.

On topics such as fees, politics, and

the NUS, Robin was the only overly polit-

ical candidate; he was also the only one

to favour greater integration with the

NUS, although he would put this to a ref-

erendum. Everyone else distanced them-

selves from party politics. Andy and Shan

agreed that the NUS was a nice idea, but

ineffective in practice. Tasha considered

it too political, and Ben and Dennis

favoured other options.

All the candidates seem to be in

favour of increased CCU activity and iden-

tity. In fact, when asked what they

thought was Dave Hellard's biggest error,

Tasha, Shan and Dennis said that it was

the increasing divide between ICU and

the CCUs. Robin said that it was failing to

publicise the fight against fees; Andy crit-

icised his handling of club funding; Ben

decided that the ‘Presidential Talkback’

photo was the absolute low point.

One area where all the candidates

want to bring about changes is commu-

nications throughout the College. Shan

wanted to use the CCUs, clubs and soci-

eties more effectively. Tasha, Ben and

Dennis favoured more reports in Felix, as

well as email and phones. Dennis also

advocated a Union newsletter, and better

Council publicity. Andy wanted much

Greater use of email, while Robin pre-

ferred the direct approach of talking to

people.

No one candidate seemed to gain

consistently more approval than the oth-

ers, especially at South Ken. At Mary's,

Tasha fared well, although Shan helped

his cause by criticising Dave Hellard, and

telling Chris Ince to "shut the fuck up."

Dennis and Andy came out well; Robin's

enthusiasm for politics won over several

people; and Ben's offbeat approach dis-

tinguished him from the others.

One good thing about Hustings is

watching the candidates do silly things in

an attempt to win favour. So at South Ken

we had Dave Hellard kissing Bob Walker;

lan Clifford in a short skirt; the Presiden-

tial candidates downinga truly unpleasant-

looking pint of Carlsberg, Bailey's and

Coke; and a brief Riverdance. Medics take

their drinking seriously - each candidate

at St. Mary's was required to down a pint

of laser before they answered their ques-

tions. On a similar line, there were sev-

eral questions that were somewhat

irreverent: candidates’ favourite jokes and

masturbation habits came up.

The cheap beer encouraged the

occasional unwise comment. The Felix

reporter's lasting memory of the South

Ken Hustings will be a certain prominent

Union official declaring that he wanted

another well known personality "up my

arse". A truly lovely image.

Interviews with the candidates are

on Pages 12 to 16.
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to research, investi-

gate and write news

Stories.

Something interesting,

Strange, funny or just plain

suspicious going on in your

hall or department?

Contact Felix; x58072 or

felix@ic.ac.uk

News Meetings
Moa 1.30pm & Fri 1.20pm

In brief...

New ID card

CitizenCard, a new, official proof-of-age

card, was launched last Monday with

government and industry backing. The

card is designed to provide a foolproof

form of ID, and is available at a range of

ages from 12 to 21. Although it costs £5,

the card comes with phone time and

money off vouchers. Anyone who has

trouble getting served in pubs, clubs and

off-licenses should download an appli-

cation form from www.citizencard.net.

STOP PRESS - Siege

update

The siege of the Greek Embassy in Hol-

land Park came to an end as Felix went

to press on Thursday, with 50 Kurdish pro-

testers agreeing to leave the building in

what appeared to be a peaceful end to

the standoff.

The demonstrators negotiated with

police by telephone all morning after

settind themselves a 1pm deadline for

ending their protest. They eventually

began to emerge slightly after 2pm, one

at a time, with hands held aloft, and

were escorted by police officers to a line

to be searched and handcuffed. They

were then led away to police buses, and

were later charged under the Preven-

tion of Terrorism Act.

The first person out of the embassy

is believed to have been the protesters’

hostage, Greek junior official Babis Pat-

souris, who appeared to be well. No

details of the deal which led to the sur-

render have been confirmed.
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Embassy Siege Set to Continue
Tuesday 16 February witnessed the

shocking spectacle of a schoolgirl setting

herself alight outside the Greek Embassy

in London. Described as “fearless and

passionate”, Nejla Kanteper was one of

a Group of angry Kurds protesting outside

the Embassy in fury at the arrest of rebel

leader Abdullah Ocalan in Nairobi, Kenya.

The well-orchestrated protests took

place in many major European capitals,

including The Hague, Bonn and Vienna,

as well as in Vancouver and Sydney. Kur-

dish protesters stormed embassies and

consulates early in the morning and bar-

ricaded themselves inside. They seized

hostages inside these buildings - includ-

ing the wife and eight-year-old son of the

Greek Ambassador in Holland. In Lon-

don, 50 Kurds continued to hold the

Greek Embassy in Holland Park as Felix

went to press.

Ocalan, leader of the PKK Kurdistan

Workers Party, was arrested in Nairobi on

his way to the airport to catch a flight to

the Netherlands from the residence of

the Greek Ambassador there. The cap-

ture was announced by Bulent Ecevit, the

Turkish Prime Minister, saying he would

“account for his actions” in front of the

Turkish judiciary. Ocalan is expected to be

charged with attempting to set up a sep-

aratist state for Kurds; the charge carries

the death penalty. Nobody has been

By Sunil Rao
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executed in Turkey for fifteen years, but

the authorities face being labelled weak

if they do not hang him and the risk of

making Ocalan a martyr if they do.

In a statement, the PKK accused

Turkey, Israel and the United States of

conniving to capture Ocalan through a

“secret service action”. The Foreign Office

refused to comment, while the White

House admitted that it was “very pleased”

at the arrest, while denying any direct

Round the clock protest brings traffic to a standstill

involvement. (The US sees the PKK as a

destabilising influence on the Kurdish

community it protects in Northern Iraq,

and has labelled it a terrorist ordanisa-

tion.) Many Kurdish prisoners in prison

are on hunger strikes, and at least one

has burnt himself to death in protest.

Nejla Kanteper is recovering in hospital.

Greece has come under fire after

secretly sheltering Ocalan for two weeks

in Nairobi. The Turkish newspapers Hur-

rivet and Milliyet report that a Turkish

commando team, dispatched to Nairobi

following intelligence reports, stopped

Ocalan’s car on the night of Monday

the 15th and handcuffed him to a seat

in the plane of a Turkish businessman

they had forced him into. Greek offi-

cials, meanwhile, claim that Ocalan had

left the embassy against their advice in

the face of allegations that they had

paved the way for Ocalan’s arrest in the

interest of maintaining smooth relations

with Turkey. The treatment Turkey hands

out to its prisoner will now come under

intense scrutiny as the need to retain sta-

bility in the region and prevent full-scale

war from breaking out remains para-

mount - the credibility of the Sovern-

ment abroad will depend heavily on their

ensuring that the trial is fair.

The Foreign Office has warned hol-

idaymakers bound for Turkey, urging

them to remain vigilant. The many Kur-

dish supporters of the PKK in Britain are

officially regarded as legitimate dissi-

dents and are allowed to stay so long as

they do not pose a threat to Britain's

security and are not involved in plotting

acts of terrorism abroad. The refusal of

the Foreign Office to comment on the sit-

uation is widely seen as the taking of a

deliberately unprovocative line to prevent

the situation from worsening. (see p2)
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Features Editor ;

¢ To write entertaining, quality features of

relevance to future students.

* To encourage other ICU students to con

tribute to the Handbook.
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| Toensure that all features are ready to |
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