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The S t u d e n t s ' N e w s p a p e r at Impe r i a l C o l l e g e 

Medics In Motorway Madness 
By David Roberts A c o m b i n a t i o n o f c h a n c e c o i n c i d e n c e 

b a d p l a n n i n g a n d ill-luck r e s u l t e d in 
an i nausp i c i ous start to t h e i naugu ra l IC 
M e d S c h o o l U n i o n Rag W e e k , w h e n 
s e v e n s t uden t s pa r t i c i pa t i ng in t h e Rag 
Dash to Ed inburgh w e r e s t o p p e d b y the 
p o l i c e for a t t e m p t i n g to h i t ch-h ike o n 
the M l . 

N e w s o f t h e i n c i d e n t first f i l t e r ed 
t h r o u g h o n Fr iday e v e n i n g , w h e n t h e 
BBC c o n t a c t e d b o t h t h e C o l l e g e a n d 
the U n i o n in r e s p o n s e to traff ic repor ts , 
w h i c h c l a i m e d that p r o t e s t o r s w e r e 
c a u s i n g a ho ld-up o n t h e M l jus t o u t ­
s ide o f Lu ton . These "protesters " t u r n e d 
ou t to b e n o t h i n g o f t h e k i n d , a n d 
w e r e in fact a g r o u p o f s e v e n first yea r 
m e d i c s p a r t i c i p a t i n g in the Rag D a s h , 
w h i c h i n v o l v e d h i t c h - h i k i n g t o N o t ­

t i n g h a m a n d t h e n c a t c h i n g a c o a c h to 
E d i n b u r g h . Fu r t he rmore , early BBC traf­
f ic r epo r t s s u g g e s t i n g that " pedes t r i ­
a n s w e r e s t o p p i n g t raf f ic . . .on all th ree 
l anes o f t h e m o t o r w a y " w e r e d i s p e l l e d 
by t h e first p o l i c e o f f i ce r s to arr ive o n 
t h e s c e n e , w h o f o u n d " s e ven IC s tu ­
d e n t s . . . w h o w e r e o n the hard s h o u l d e r 
a b o u t ha l f a m i l e no r th o f j u n c t i o n 11". 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y , t h e c a u s e o f t h o s e 
i n v o l v e d w a s fu r the r h i n d e r e d by the 
fact that a c a m e r a m a n f r o m A n g l i a TV 
h a p p e n e d to b e a c c o m p a n y i n g t h e 
p o l i c e , f i l m i n g a fly-on-the-wall d o c u ­
m e n t a r y , a n d c o n s e q u e n t l y t h e i n c i ­
d e n t m a d e its w a y o n t o Sa turday ' s TV 
r o u n d - u p , as w e l l as seve ra l n a t i ona l 

a n d r e g i o n a l r ad i o s t a t i ons . 
W i th f i rst-hand repor t s n o w ava i l ­

a b l e , h o w e v e r , the i n c i d e n t has t a k e n 
o n a m o r e i n n o c e n t t o n e , d e s c r i b e d as 
" s tup id but not m a l i c i o u s " by C o l l e g e 
Tutor A n n a Thomas-Be t t s . I h c m e d i c s 
left S o u t h K e n in ful l m e d i c a l g r e e n s 
w i t h i n s t ruc t i ons to h i tch-hike to N o t ­
t i n g h a m . They w e r e to ld that f e m a l e 
s tuden ts s h o u l d not accep t lifts o n their 
o w n , but w e r e appa ren t l y g i v e n "no fur­
ther instruct ions. . . they d i d not adv i se us 
that h i t ch-h ik ing o n the m o t o r w a y w a s 
i l l ega l " . A p a s s i n g lorry dr iver g a v e the 
s e v e n s t u d e n t s in q u e s t i o n a lift t o 
Lu ton , but w h e n they w e r e d r o p p e d o f f 
they h a d n o i d e a w h e r e t h e y w e r e . 

Having f a i l ed to f i nd a lift o n the m a i n 
r oad l e a d i n g a w a y f r o m t h e m o t o r w a y , 
t hey " a t t e m p t e d to s e c u r e a lift a l o n g 
the s l ip r oad a n d even tua l l y p r o c e e d e d 
a l o n g t h e h a r d s h o u l d e r o f t h e M o t o r ­
w a y i tse l f . . .we h o p e d that e i t he r t he r e 
w a s a se rv i ce s ta t ion nearby , or e l se w e 
w o u l d b e a b l e t o o b t a i n a lift by s h o w ­
i n g o u r r ag s i gns " . 

In a s t a t e m e n t g i v e n to C o l l e g e , 
t h e first y e a r s c l ea r l y p o i n t e d ou t that 
" n o n e o f us w e r e a w a r e at the t ime that 
w e w e r e d o i n g a n y t h i n g i l l ega l , a n d at 
n o po i n t d i d w e e n t e r any l ane o f t h e 
M o t o r w a y " . N o n e t h e l e s s , t h e p o l i c e 
s o o n a r r i v ed , a n d t e m p o r a r i l y s t o p p e d 
t h e N o r t h b o u n d t r a f f i c w h i l s t t h e y 
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St Mary's Lead Battle Against CJD 
The CJD Research C e n t r e at St Mary ' s 
Hosp i ta l has d e v e l o p e d a n e w m e t h o d 
o f d i a g n o s i n g the n e w var ian t o f 
C r e u t z f e l d t J akob ' s D i s e a s e . T h e 
resea r che r s , l ed by ICSM's P ro f J o h n 
Co l l i nge , t es ted s a m p l e s f r o m tons i l s o f 
pat ients su f fe r ing f r o m s u s p e c t e d p r i on 
d iseases . 

P r ion d i s e a s e s , s u c h as 
CJD, are c a u s e d by a bu i ld up 
of an abnorma l f o rm o f a pr ion 
prote in in the bra in , c a u s i n g 
severe neu ro log i ca l d isorders , 
a n d eventua l l y d e a t h . Unt i l 
n o w , h o w e v e r , it h a s b e e n 
i m p o s s i b l e t o d i a g n o s e t h e 
cond i t i on excep t by e x a m i n ­
i n g s e c t i o n s o f b ra in t i s s u e 
after dea th . nvCJD has b e e n 
l inked to the BSE e p i d e m i c in 
cattle, and 34 p e o p l e in Britain 
have d i e d in t h e past f e w 
years. 

The r e sea r ch , p u b l i s h e d 
in The Lancet o n 15 January, Photo: UCSF 
tested for the p r e s e n c e o f t h e 
particular p r ion w h i c h c a u s e s nvCJD in 
i m m u n e sys tem t i ssues s u c h as tonsi ls . 
D u e to the nature o f the p r i on , the tests 

By Gareth Morgan 

w e r e carr ied out in Level 3 B iohaza rd 
cond i t i ons ; on ly o n e s tage d o w n f r o m 
those used to hand l e p a t h o g e n s such as 
the Ebo la virus. Seven o f the 68 tonsi l 

Normal Conformer Rogue Conformer , 
(speculative) , 

have s ince d i e d , th ree of w h o m w e r e 
con f i rmed as suf fer ing f rom nvCJD. Other 
p r i o n p ro te ins w e r e no t de t e c t ed . The 
success o f the test o p e n s the possibi l i ty 
for pre-death test ing o f suspec t ed nvCJD 
cases . It cou ld a lso be used in a s c r e e n ­
i n g p r o g r a m m e to d e t e r m i n e t h e extent 

o f t h e d i s e a s e , but s i n c e 
t he r e is n o cu re , th is is 
un l ike ly to g o a h e a d 

| O n e p o s s i b l e p r o b l e m 
:;" p o s e d by the research is that 

the p r ion p ro te in , w h i c h is 
resistant to n o r m a l sterilisa-

^ t i on p rocedu re s , c o u l d co rn ­
s ' am ina t e surgical ins t ruments 
f d u r i n g rout ine opera t ions . II 

is p o s s i b l e that d i s p o s a b l e 
su rg i c a l i n s t r u m e n t s c o u l d 
b e c o m e s t a n d a r d in m a n y 
p rocedu res . 

Prof C o l l i n g e has sa id 
lhat t h e next g o a l is to f ind a 
non-invasive test for the dis-

A normal prion and the defective version ease , ideal ly u s i ng a b l o o d 
s a m p l e . Unfor tunate l y , the 

s a m p l e s t es ted ( i n c l ud ing cont ro l s f r o m q u e s t i o n o f w h e t h e r Britain is p o i s e d o n 
rout ine tonsi l operat ions) , we re s h o w n to t h e b r ink o f a n e p i d e m i c o f nvCJD 
conta in the pr ion . O f these patients, four r ema ins u n a n s w e r e d . 
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Cornwall Eclipsed 
11 Augus t 1999 p r o m i s e s to b e a n exci t ­
i n g day fo r s t a r g a z e r s a n d sc i en t i s t s 
a l i ke . For t h e first t i m e in ove r s e v e n t y 
years , G rea t Br i ta in w i l l b e g r a c e d by 
the s e r e n e l y s t a g g e r i n g s ight o f a Tota l 
Solar Ec l ipse . For m o s t B r i tons , th i s 
wi l l p r o b a b l y b e t h e last c h a n c e to wi t ­
n e s s t h e g l o r i o u s s p e c t a c l e o f t h e 
a p p e a r a n c e o f t h e ' d i a m o n d r i n g ' as 
t h e s u n r e a p p e a r s f r o m b e h i n d its 
s h r o u d - t h e nex t s o l a r e c l i p s e t o 
a c h i e v e tota l i ty a c ross Grea t Br i ta in w i l l 
not o c cu r b e f o r e 2090 . 

The ec l i pse wi l l b e tota l over a pa th 
s t r e t c h i n g f r o m Ind ia u p to t h e N o r t h 
At lan t i c p a s s i n g ove r t h e Isles o f Scil ly, 
C o r n w a l l , s o u t h - w e s t D e v o n a n d 
G u e r n s e y b e f o r e t o u c h i n g nor th-east ­
e rn F r a n c e , L u x e m b o u r g , s o u t h e r n 
G e r m a n y , Aus t r i a , H u n g a r y , a n d R o m a ­
n i a - w h e r e t h e e c l i p s e w i l l b e at its 
g rea tes t b e f o r e m o v i n g in to A s i a . It 
wi l l o c c u r shor t l y a f ter 11 in t h e m o r n -
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i n g ( s u m m e r t i m e ) in C o r n w a l l , a n d 
a b o u t 20-25 m i n u t e s later in F rance 
a n d G e r m a n y . Tota l i ty w i l l last for just 
ove r t w o m i n u t e s in C o r n w a l l . 

Ec l ipses o c c u r w h e n t h e Sun , the 
Earth a n d t h e M o o n a r c all l i n ed up . 
So la r E c l i p s e s o c c u r at N e w M o o n 
w h e n t h e M o o n c o m e s in b e t w e e n 
t h e Earth a n d t h e Sun . O n a v e r a g e , a 
tota l solar e c l i pse occu r s s o m e w h e r e in 
t h e w o r l d e v e r y e i g h t e e n m o n t h s . 
H o w e v e r , tota l e c l i p s e s o c c u r at a n y 
g i v e n p l a c e o n l y o n c e e ve r y seve ra l 
h u n d r e d y e a r s o n a v e r a g e . For 
i n s t a n c e , t h e last tota l e c l i p se v i s ib le in 
L o n d o n o c c u r r e d in 1715; t h e next w i l l 
no t o c c u r till 2135 ! Solar Ec l ipses g i v e 
s c i e n t i s t s a v a l u a b l e o p p o r t u n i t y to 
s t u d y t h e c o r o n a o f t h e s u n , the 
c h a n g e s that o c cu r in the u p p e r a t m o s ­

p h e r e a n d t h e c o n s e q u e n t d e g r a d a ­
t ion in h igh- f requency c o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
a n d c h a n g e s in w i n d pa t te rns , a n d t h e 
gene r a t i on o f a t m o s p h e r i c waves , all o f 
w h i c h w i l l b e s t u d i e d by g r o u p s o f 
Br i t ish sc i en t i s t s . 

Inev i tab ly , m o s t h o t e l s a n d B&B 
a c c o m m o d a t i o n in t h e pa th o f tota l i ty 
h a v e b e e n b o o k e d u p m o n t h s in 
a d v a n c e . H o w e v e r , a c c o m m o d a t i o n 
w i l l be ava i l ab l e in h o m e s as w e l l as 
f a rms , w h i c h c a n b e b o o k e d f r o m a 
n u m b e r o f t ravel a g e n t s . For t h e m o r e 
' a d v e n t u r o u s ' and/o r m o n e t a r i l y we l l-
e n d o w e d , e c l i p s e t ou r s c an a l s o b e 
b o o k e d to Bavar ia a n d Turkey , a m o n g 
other des t ina t ions , as can cru ises to t h e 
B lack Sea . W h e r e v e r y o u p l an to v i e w 
t h e e c l i p s e , d o take ca re not to v i e w 
t h e s u n w i t h o u t a d e q u a t e p r o t e c t i o n -
care lessness , wi l l fu l or o the rw i se , m igh t 
resul t in s e r i o u s e y e d a m a g e or e v e n 
b l i n d n e s s . 

Oxford Fees Mean Business 
Oxfo rd Univers i ty is c o n s i d e r i n g se t t ing 
up a n e w u n d e r g r a d u a t e cou rse , w i th 
fees that c o u l d a m o u n t to £15,000 every 
year. This g o e s against the g o v e r n m e n t ' s 
dec i s ion that f ees s h o u l d not b e larger 
than the £1,000 m o s t un ive rs i t i es a re 
cha rg ing . 

The cou r se is a four year b u s i n e s s 
deg ree , d e s i g n e d by Ox fo rd ' s m o d e r n 
b u s i n e s s s c h o o l , a n d is d i s c u s s e d in 
deta i l in the 15 January i s sue o f The 
Times Higher Education Supplement. I n 
the article Professor Kay, d i rector o f the 
s choo l , is q u o t e d as say ing "We w o u l d 
have to charge . . . t he e c o n o m i c s just d o 
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not a d d up" . Part o f t h e reason for the 
extor t ionate fees is the prospec t o f staff 
at the n e w schoo l b e i n g paid up to twice 
O x f o r d ' s s t a n d a r d sa lary o f £40,500. 
N a t i o n a l U n i o n o f S tuden t s s o u r c e s 
w e r e q u o t e d as b e i n g " shocked a n d dis­
a p p o i n t e d . . . w e sa id that t h e £1,000 
tu i t ion f e e w o u l d b e the thin e n d o f the 
w e d g e " . 

M e a n w h i l e the fou r r e m a i n i n g 
O x f o r d s tudents w h o have not paid their 
£1,000 tu i t ion f e e have had their un i ­

versity library cards con f i s ca t ed , a c c o r d ­
ing to s o m e sources . It is unc lear w h a t 
wil l h a p p e n if the s tudents refuse to pay, 
w i t h t h e Un ive rs i t y Regist rar , Dav id 
H u l m e , b e i n g q u o t e d as say ing "I wi l l 
h a n d l e that s i tua t i on as a n d w h e n it 
arises". 

A ma r ch aga inst tu i t ion fees t o o k 
p lace last Friday (22 January) in O x f o r d 
City C e n t r e . A l t h o u g h de ta i l s w e r e 
unavai lable at the t ime of g o i n g to press, 
T o n y B e n n a n d J e r e m y C o r b y n w e r e 
be l i e ved to be present at the m a r c h , 
w h i c h w a s h o p e d to attract in excess o f 
2,000 s tudents . 

Ml Mishap 
Continued From Page 2 

s p o k e to t h e s t u d e n t s . T h e y e x p l a i n e d 
that it w a s i l l ega l t o w a l k o n t h e h a r d 
shou lde r a n d , a c c o r d i n g to PC C a m b e r s 
(the o f f i ce r o n t h e s c e n e ) g a v e t h e m "a 
ve r y s t e r n t a l k i n g t o " . T h e m e d i c s 
c a u g h t a taxi t o t h e n e a r e s t s e r v i c e 
s t a t i on , w h e r e t h e y w e r e p i c k e d u p by 
a U n i o n m i n i b u s a n d sen t h o m e . 

C o l l e g e is t r e a t i n g t h e e v e n t ve r y 
se r ious l y , a n d t h e i n v e s t i g a t i o n n o w 
lies in t h e h a n d s o f Dr A n n a T h o m a s -
Betts. She m a d e it c lear that a c t i o n is 
neces sa r y b e c a u s e t h e i n c i d e n t c o u l d 
have h a d g rave c o n s e q u e n c e s - bu t 

s h e a l so n o t e d that s h e wi l l treat t h e 
s t u d e n t s exac t l y as if t h e y w e r e f r o m 
a n y o t h e r d e p a r t m e n t , a n d t h e u n f o r ­
t u n a t e m e d i a c o v e r a g e o f t h e even t 
w i l l no t have a n i m p a c t o n her d e c i ­
s i o n . A s k e d w h a t h e felt w o u l d f o r m a 
s u i t a b l e pena l t y , ICU P r e s i den t Dave 
He l l a rd s u g g e s t e d that " the pub l i c i t y 
that has s u r r o u n d e d t h e s t u d e n t s is 
a l m o s t p u n i s h m e n t enough . . . I ' d h o p e 
for , at m o s t , a m e n i a l p u n i s h m e n t " . 

M o r e w o r r y i n g , h o w e v e r , is t h e 
t r e a t m e n t that t h e s t u d e n t s r e c e i v e d 
f r o m the i r o w n U n i o n . They w e r e all 
i n t e r r o g a t e d i n d i v i d u a l l y by W a d e 
G a y e d , P res ident o f ICSMSU - an ac t i on 
d e s c r i b e d as " w h o l l y i n a p p r o p r i a t e " by 
seve ra l s e n i o r s o u r c e s - a n d as a result 
r e t u r n e d to Ha l l s in a state o f e x t r e m e 

p a n i c . T h e y h a d b e e n led to b e l i e v e 
that t h e y f a c e d very s e r i o u s p u n i s h ­
m e n t , but w e r e g i v e n no i d e a o f w h a t 
to d o or w h o to talk to . In the i r o w n 
w o r d s , t hey w e r e " c o m p l e t e l y in t h e 
dark" . It w a s o n l y w h e n they t a l ked to 
the i r Hal l W a r d e n that t hey g a i n e d a n 
e x p l a n a t i o n o f t h e d i s c i p l i na r y s y s t e m , 
a n d w e r e put in con tac t w i t h t h e C o l ­
l e g e a d v i c e a n d w e l f a r e s y s t e m . The 
leve l o f i n f o r m a t i o n p r o v i d e d by t h e 
organ isers has a lso b e e n q u e s t i o n e d by 
s e n i o r ICU f i gu res , w i t h D e p u t y Pres i ­
d e n t M a r i e N i c h o l a o u d e s c r i b i n g it as 
"A great i d e a that w a s poor l y o r g a n i s e d 
by t h e M e d i c a l S t u d e n t s U n i o n . A lot 
m o r e care s h o u l d g o into their fundrais-
ing events next year". W a d e G a y e d w a s 
u n a v a i l a b l e for c o m m e n t . 
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In brief... 
Consoc Sieged 

A slightly unusua l site was to be s e e n by 
t h e a u d i e n c e for t h e latest C o n s o c 
event . J ohn G u m m e r w a s harassed (for 
cash) by m e d i c s in surgical g o w n s in a id 
o f Rag. J ohn G u m m e r is the f o r m e r sec­
retary o f state for the e n v i r o n m e n t and 
is r e k n o w n e d for f e e d i n g his y o u n g 
d a u g h t e r a burger at the he igh t o f the 
b e e f scare. G u m m e r s e m p h a s i s e d the 
ha rmon i sa t i on o f Europe 's po l lu t ion lev­
els a n d h o w this m igh t be ach i e ved . He 
stated that po l l u t i on f r o m nearby c o u n ­
tries had a greater ef fect t han w a s per­
haps rea l ised, a n d no matter h o w much 
w e cut po l lu t ion , w e are still b o m b a r d e d 
by t h o s e a b r o a d . 

TUC Visits Labsoc 

John M o n k s , the genera l secretary of the 
TUC, pa id LabSoc a visit last week . He 
w a s k e e n to po in t out the n e e d for 
U n i o n s desp i t e a r e d u c e d manufac tur ­
i ng base a n d d e m o g r a p h i c changes . 
M r M o n k s a t t e m p t e d to m a k e c lear 
wha t a U n i o n s tands for, e m p h a s i s i n g it 
is not mere ly to cause t roub le with man ­
a g e m e n t but is there to appea l to those 
w h o are i nsecu re a n d uncer ta in in the 
w o r k p l a c e . H e states that h e is expect ­
ing j o b losses later this year w i th the 
imp lementa t ion o f m i n i m u m w a g e s and 
f i e lded q u e s t i o n s o n this matter. 

Bike Safety 

Bike C o d i n g wi l l t ake p l a ce in the Shcr-
f ie ld foye r b e t w e e n 1 0 a m a n d 4 p m 
f r o m 26 to 28 January . 
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Medical Rag: Fired Up & Lairy 
After an u n p r o m i s i n g start (see Page 1), 
the inaugura l IC M e d S choo l Rag W e e k 
took-off last week , c o m b i n i n g t radi t ional 
e l emen t s a n d events f r o m t h e C h a r i n g 
Cross and St Mary ' s ca lendar . 

M o n d a y saw a ser ies o f 'Rag G a m e s ' 
at C h a r i n g Cross , d e s i g n e d to c o n c l u ­
sively prove wh i ch c a m p u s is h o m e to the 
superior students. In a quest to secure ulti­
mate victory for their t eam, students f r om 
BMS, St Mary 's a n d the Cross p e r f o r m e d 
a var ie ty o f i n c r e a s i n g l y b i z z a r e ( and 
hugely enterta ining games) , largely based 
a r o u n d the twin Rag t h e m e s of nudi ty 
and dr ink ing . 

A close-run contest thus s a w Mary ' s 
v ictor ious in the T u b t h u m p i n g _ _ _ „ 
C h a l l e n g e ( d o w n i n g v o d k a , 
lager, c ider a n d whiskey ) a n d 
d o w n i n g a pint o f God-knows 
w h a t (w h i ch a p p e a r e d t o 
i nc lude an ent i re f ish), wh i l s t 
Char ing Cross n o t c h e d u p full 
points in the Kebab contest (and 
thus re ta ined the cup) a n d the 
n u d e yard d o w n i n g . No t to b e 
ou tdone , two ta lented first years 
f rom the BMS scorred an impres-

By David Roberts 

sive victory in the parsnip g a m e (cover ing 
a parsnip with lipstick with your hands tied 
b e h i n d your back. . .you had to be there) . 

H o w e v e r , t h e t o u g h e s t g a m e o f t h e 
e v e n i n g - the e g g race - p r o d u c e d a 
three-way draw, w i th n o n e o f the com-

pct i tors m a n a g i n g to c i r cumnav iga te the 
Reyno lds ' bar w i th their bo i l ed eggs in 
tact. Whi lst this m igh t s e e m s imp le , the 
fact that the e g g s are inser ted in your 
boxer shorts a n d every girl in the r o o m is 
u n d e r o rders to break t h e m m a k e s this a 
very very d a n g e r o u s event . 

The f inal result s a w Cha r i ng Cross 
c o m e f r o m b e h i n d to score a victory, 
and notch up a victory in the dr inking con ­
test wh i l s t t h e s c o r e s w e r e b e i n g 
c o u n t e d . 

T u e s d a y n igh t s a w Rag revues at 
bo th C h a r i n g Cross and St Mary 's . Both 
w e r e p a c k e d out a n d regarded as hilari­
ous by all t hose present . W e d n e s d a y saw 

the first b i g fundra i s ing event, 
w i th the Invasion of L o n d o n 
l a u n c h e d f r o m every c ampus , 
and secur ing a b ig pile of cash 
for this yea r ' s char i ty , the 
British Heart f o u n d a t i i o n . 

The f inal t w o e l emen t s of 
Rag W e e k - the Circle Line Pub 
Crawl a n d the Rag Ball - took 
p lace after Felix w e n t to press, 
so l ook out for a full report in 
next w e e k ' s ed i t i on . 

Sedrick: Safe No Longer 
By Ed Sexton 

City a n d Gu i lds U n i o n mascot , Sedr ick 
Safe, has been stolen by the Royal Co l lege 
of Sc ience U n i o n . The mascot w a s taken 
some t ime du r i ng the w e e k e n d o f 16-17 
January, a n d is cur rent ly b e i n g he ld 
securely at an und isc losed locat ion . 

C & G U dec la red the safe to b e their 
violate mascot , m e a n i n g that it can be 
stolen wi thout fear o f p rosecu t ion , earlier 
o n tfH.; t e rm. The dec i s ion was a l legedly 
taken in the h o p e that C & G U w o u l d rid 
itself o f t h e safe , a n asp i ra t ion w h i c h 
w o u l d s e e m to have b e e n fulfi l led. Appar ­
ently it w o u l d have cost C & G U a round fifty 

p o u n d s to have the safe r emoved , as it 
w e i g h s about half a tonne . Exactly h o w 
RCSU r e m o v e d the safe is u n k n o w n , but 
it was raised up o n blocks, mak ing lifting 
it w i th a fork lift relatively easy. 

At the t ime of wri t ing RCSU had yet to 
o p e n the safe door, m e a n i n g that accord ­
ing to C & G U sources "they have yet to get 
the w h o l e mascot" . With the dec l ine of 
mascotry in recent years what will h a p p e n 
next is o p e n to deba te . C & G U c o u l d 
rec la im Sedrick by pay ing £50 to RAG, or 
they cou ld dec i de to steal the safe back 
of f the RCSU. G iven their apparent desire 
to th row out the safe, they may s imply for­
get about it, leav ing RCSU with the task of 
p i ck ing the lock. 

Last Tuesday saw the start of International Week, where societies make use of the 
opportunity to recruit new members and heighten the awareness of their region. 
Two countries were represented; the Greeks offered a selection of food whilst the 
Koreans distributed promotional CD ROMs. Photo: Brett 
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Words make prizes with Rough Guides 

Been somewhere exotic? Excit­
ing? Have you got stories of 
romance, intrigue, dar ing and 
deceit? Or did you travel to see 
what the world was "really like", 
working and living with the locals? 
Whatever your story, we want to 
hear from you. Fe/wcis looking for 
travel stories and features from 
around the world - and thanks to 
Rough Guide we should be able 
to offer a Guide to every one 
whose work is published. 

Rough Guides are the indis-
pensible guide books for every 
traveller, covering the world from 
Antigua to Zimbabwae, via Bul­
garia, Laos and Peru. As 1999 pro­
gresses, the Rough Guide list is 
set to reach 107 travel titles, 22 
phrasebooks, 15 music guides 

and 5 specials. New titles include 
Israel & the Palestinian Territories, 
Guatemala, Syria and Vietnam. 
Wherever you're p lanning on 
go ing , it's almost certain that 
there's a Rough Guide available. 
Virtually all of this material will be 
published not just in book form 
but also on the website, 
roughguides.com. 

Here at Felixwe'ie looking for 
interesting or informative pieces, 
from 500 to 1000 words (prefer­
ably with some nice pictures, to 
show us all how lucky you were to 
be there). If you want an idea of 
what we're talking about, then 
just turn to page 14, where 
there's an account of last year's IC 
expedition to the Himalayas. 

The Pot Noodle Survival Guide 

© Start the day right w i th a " s p a n k i n g 
g o r g e o u s " breakfast in b e d - Pot 
N o o d l e 

© A v o i d the " f r i e n d " y o u m a d e in 
f resher ' s W e e k by w e a r i n g a c u n ­
n i n g d i sgu i se o f your w i g f r o m the 
N e w Year 's Eve fancy dress party. 

© Invest in at least s even d i f fe rent 
f lavours o f Pot N o o d l e - a qu i ck a n d 
easy snack for every day o f the 
w e e k . 

O Un-join all ten of the univers i ty soc i ­
e t ies y o u b e c a m e a m e m b e r o f in 
the first t e rm . 

© Never leave your Pot N o o d l e In your 

k i t chen - h i d e it u n d e r your b e d 
away f r o m t h i e v i n g f ingers . 

0 S n o g at least o n e d i f fe rent boy/girl 
e a c h w e e k - a n d m a k e a no te of 
their n a m e s . 

© Pract ice e a t i ng a Pot N o o d l e w i th a 
ruler - in p repa ra t i on for w h e n you 
haven ' t d o n e the w a s h i n g up for a 
w e e k . 

0 Save o n h e a t i n g - share a b e d wi th 
your o ther th ree f la tmates . 

© Grab a Pot N o o d l e to pack y o u with 
ene rgy a n d sort out t hose munch i e s 
b e f o r e or after a b i g n ight out. 

© N e v e r g o to b e d be fo re 3 a m . 

Imperial College SummerBall '99 
Friday 25 t h June 1999 

Alexandra Palace 
Tickets On Sale THIS Term 

Register online NOW and receive up to date info, all year 

w w w . s u . i c . a c . u k / s u m m e r b a l 1 / 

/CU Send photos of last years ball to summer.ball@ic.ac.uk 
To be splattered all over the website anything goes. 

http://roughguides.com
http://www.su.ic.ac.uk/summerbal1/
mailto:summer.ball@ic.ac.uk


W h y have o n e j o b 
when you can 

have t h e m all? 

Corporate Management 

CapitalOne 
for more information visit our website: 

www.capitalone.com 

At first glance, w e look like a top-10 credit card 

company wi th over $ 15 Billion in assets. But our real business is 
using wor ld class, information-based, direct marketing skills to crack 
a w ide range of h igh growth , h igh profile, h igh profit industries. 
So far w e think we've been rather successful, w i th the eighth 
highest share price gain on Business Week's survey of the wor lds 
1,000 most valuable companies, and featuring in Forbes magazine 
as one of the 25 fastest g rowing companies in the US. With our 
commitment to growth, w e need entrepreneurs to build businesses 
across Europe, and beyond. Please contact us to learn h o w you 
can enjoy endless opportunities in the only financial services 
c o m p a n y to feature o n the Wall Street ' Journals list of the 25 
Best Companies For N e w Graduates, and o n Fortune's "100 Best 
Companies to Work For". 

Our deadline for CVs has 
been extended. 
V a c a n c i e s - Business, Finance, and IT Analysts, Project Managers, 
Marketing Specialists and Statisticians 
Applications from all Imperial degree disciplines are we l come 

To A p p l y - C o v e r i n g letter a n d C V i n c l u d i n g a c a d e m i c 
ach i evements to date to: 

European Recruitment 
18 Hanover Square 
L o n d o n W1R 9 D A 
Tel: 0 8 0 0 952 5353 
e-Mail: RecruitEurope@capitalone.com 

http://www.capitalone.com
mailto:RecruitEurope@capitalone.com
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Oi You! STOP! READ THIS! 
Dear Felix, 

Firstly, can I thank everyone that turned 
up at Shaft o n the first w e e k o f term - you 
made the hassle of gett ing the n e w capac­
ity totally wor th it, see ing 900 of you g o i n g 
mental m a d e us realise that the effort had 
been worth it. 

But ICU isn't all about dr ink ing and 
dancing, so w e want to f ind out what you 
all really think about your Un ion , and any 
suggest ions you might have to improve it. 
To d o this, we' l l be d o i n g the fo l low ing 
things: 

i) The introduct ion of c o m m e n t s a n d 
suggest ions leaflets. 

You will f ind these in all the U n i o n 
outlets, and they are there so you can have 
a direct input o n any of our services - you 
can tell us about anything that annoys you , 
or any sugges t i ons y o u might have to 
improve things. All you have to d o is fill it 
in and put it in one of the col lect ion boxes. 
The Un ion will try and respond to any prob­
lems within a w e e k and any suggest ions 
that get put into practice will be rewarded 
with a E5 ICU voucher . 

ii) The introduct ion of focus groups . 
Basically, over the next w e e k many of 

you will be chosen at r a n d o m and sent let­
ters about h o w you can get involved in 
groups that wil l d iscuss g o o d a n d bad 
things about each of the fo l low ing areas: 
Un ion services, bars and catering, ents, 
and Un ion Retail. 

If you arc chosen we 'd really like to 
hear your views, and to encou rage you , 
we'll be of fer ing free f ood a n d w i n e at the 
groups. If you are not chosen at r andom, 
but really want to get involved, then you can 
e-mail m e o n m.horne@ic.ac.uk, and I can 
send you details about the groups . 

Remember ICU is here to improve the 
quality o f your life as students, a n d w e 
can't d o that unless you tell us what you 
want, so get involved! 

Cheers 

Mark H o m e (Events & Ma rke t i ng M a n ­
ager) 

RCSU Retaliates 
Dear Felix, 

Firstly as m e m b e r s and second ly as 
officers of the RCSU, w e w o u l d like to reply 
to the co lumn in last week 's issue by S imon 
Baker. 

In the RCSU Presidency elect ions, the 
percentage o f electorate that vo ted w a s 
about 5%. In the ICU Deputy President 
(Clubs and Societies) elect ions, last term, 
approximately the s ame percentage of the 
electorate recorded their votes, and in the 
elections for ICU President Dave Hellard 
about 9 % o f the electorate vo ted . Even in 
the elections for Felix Editor, only about 9 % 
voted. 

The quest ion as to whether the CCU's 

consider themse lves in compet i t ion with 
ICU is to be f ound in the amoun t of input 
that the CCU's themselves have in the ICU. 
The majority of Officers In the CCU's are also 
m e m b e r s o f the appropriate ICU commit ­
tee and work together for the g o o d of the 
students in general , not just those in their 
o w n C C U . The current Welfare Officer, for 
example , is also on the ICU welfare c o m ­
mittee, and is not there merely to sit and 
look pretty, but is also involved in repre­
sent ing the students. This can be seen by 
the current Welfare Surgeries running in the 
RCSU off ice on M o n d a y s be tween 12.30 
and 1.30pm. 

M r Baker appears to be imply ing a 
t h e m and us situation, wh i ch does not in 
fact exist. We w o u l d say that in everything 
the CCU's and ICU work together for the 
g o o d of the students. However , the sug ­
gestion that this is not the a im of all involved 
shows that there is an under ly ing p rob lem 
of the v iew of the CCU's that the college stu­
dents are fed by such articles as those 
f o u n d in Mr Baker's c o l u m n . 

Yours Sincerely, • 

S imon Torn (RCSU President) 
Joanna Churchill (RCSU Publicity Officer) 
James Farrar (RCSU Publications Chair) 

Southside Shop 
Dear Felix, 

As a not overly atypical first-year student 
currently residing in halls in Prince's Gar­
dens, I f ind myself o n occas ion discovering 
that I have run out of milk or juice or what­
ever cssential-ish grocery i tem I've m a n ­
a g e d to leave lying a round or have, quite 
simply, c o n s u m e d . So n o w w h e r e d o I g o 
to replenish my stock? The nearest super­
market - Sainsbury's o n Cromwel l Road is a 
g o o d twenty-minute walk away. Hart's and 
Lord's are closer but usually considerably 
m o r e expensive; aaaahhh, I hear you say, 
there's always the Southside Shop, but this 
place is extortionate, to say the very very 
least. 

To m e at least, it seems patently absurd 
that a shop run by a col lege, primarily for 
the benefi t of its students w h o almost by 
def ini t ion are by and large in a state not far 
r emoved f rom poverty, shou ld be at all 
"pricey". Apparent ly , " insistent" s tudents 
receive a 1 0 % discount, but the issue still 
remains - the prices are still h igh - and a fur­
ther quest ion crops up - why is it only "insis­
tent" s tudents w h o are thus privi leged? 
Why not everybody else? It's about t ime 
s o m e t h i n g was d o n e about this place -1 
m e a n , is this co l lege meant to be a mere 
money-making mach ine , w h o s e sole pur­
pose of existence is the churn ing out of 
streams of. fresh, bright-faced graduates 
c lutching their degree certificates year after 
year? Surely not! The Col lege bears the 
responsibil ity of providing us with services 
it is reasonable to expect, and this is one 
such service! 

If it's not possible for the Col lege to 

reconsider its pric ing s cheme , I w o n d e r If 
it w o u l d be possible for the Un ion to take 
over the runn ing of the shop . The U n i o n 
Shop and the Un ion Newsagents are far 
better in this regard than the Souths ide 
Shop is, and I d o h o p e some th ing can be 
d o n e to repair the sorry situation. 

Yours sincerely, 

Sunil Rao (1st year ISE) 

Teaching Troubles 
Dear Felix, 

I write in response to the article 
"Br ighten ing Prospects" (Issue 1131) by 
Claire Bayntun. This is just a (lot of) word(s) 
of warn ing. In July 1994 I spent 4 w e e k s (of 
a p l a n n e d 8) w i th T e a c h i n g A b r o a d in 
Mo ldova , a former Soviet republic. I was 
working as an English language assistant for 
Romianian university students w h o were on 
a summer course. Which was fine. What 
was not fine was the feel ing that I had been 
truly stitched up by a certain Dr Peter S lowe 
(of Teaching Abroad fame). I shall detail his 
crimes:-

a) The cost was £550. This was to cover 
a return journey to M o l d o v a , my f o o d and 
board, and one supposes the salaries of the 
year-offites w h o s e care and organistational 
skills I entrusted. 

b) £550 s o u n d s qui te c h e a p for 8 
weeks away you may say. True, but I was ­
n't in N e w York, I was in Belsty. I calculated 
that my return journey cost (at a max imum) 
£100. W e went o n a bus you see. Even 
though w e were told that a flight was in 
order. A bus is f ine. 24 hours on a bus is 
f ine. As is 48. As is 72. Well 72 isn't, but rel­
ative to 100 on one that only stops every 10 
hours and doesn't have a toilet, and has 10 
too many peop le o n it, it is (Ok that is). 

c) He c la imed that my 550 covered my 
board etc. This was possibly his biggest 
and most regretful lie. I stayed with a lovely 
M o l d o v a n family, for t h e m it was honou r 
to have a westerner staying at there h o m e . 
I was treated like royalty, wi th the best hos­
pitality they cou ld offer. Had my £550 con ­
t r ibuted in any way to this? O h , n o . 
Everything I received was f rom the pocket 
of a M o l d o v a n lorry driver. H o w guilty did 
I feel? I left t h e m 100 dollars saying it was 
for my o n e 3 minute phoneca l l to the Uk. 

Claire Bayntun is correct, w o r k i n g 
abroad within an entirely n e w and fasci­
nating culture is worthwhi le (and yes IC stu­
dents, I'm sure it earns your ever-so-valuable 
CV points). But Dr S lowe is, f rom my expe­
rience, sel l ing you a d ream at a price. He 
is making money f rom the kind of ideas that 
M s Bayntuns' article e spoused . If you want 
to work abroad it is not necessary to pay 
anyone anyth ing to organise it for you , 
sort s o m e t h i n g out yourself. I bel ieve that 
employers also value initiative. 

Yours sincerely, 

Nick Chatterton 

Lay Of f The Pills! 
Dear Felix, 

I'm wr i t ing for a bit of a m o a n at last 
w e e k s "Agony or Ecstasy?" article. In no 
way do I encourage the use of drugs or rec­
o m m e n d them, but if you are g o i n g to d o 
an article about ecstasy, then you might 
consider get t ing s o m e b o d y w h o has had 
exper ience wi th the d rug to write the arti­
cle. Yes, taken in extreme quanities pills can 
fuck you up, but this can also happent with 
a lcohol , d o p e or even vast quanit ies of 
chocolate . Mos t peop le don't use pills as a 
genera l d rug but more as a recreational 
d rug for c lubb ing . The person w h o wrote 
this article has obviously had a bad experi­
ence with pills, and a l though this does hap­
pen to most peop le every so often, it is 
usually due to misuse of the d rug and a 
general lack of c o m m o n sense. The effects 
of pills descr ibed in the article are uncom­
m o n and It sounds as if she's been given 
a dodgy deal . Pills aren't g o o d or bad but 
they are individual, so don't get caught in 
a Rutt and think they are the spawn of 
Satan, because they're not. 

A n o n y m o u s 

Get Your Kit Off! 
Dear Felix, 

As a former SNkPJer myself, I feel I 
should clear up this matter of gender for the 
SNKPJ. This week ' s Felix [Issue 1132 - Ed] (p 
12) states that you must be ma le to partic­
ipate in the SNKPJ. The Police are adamant 
that this is not really acceptable , and are 
liable to charge peop le this year. When I got 
caught in my first year, they said that they 
cou ld quite easily have charged m e with 
publ ic indecency (£1000 f ine and 14 days 
in jail), but w o u l d have no case against me 
if there we re a f ema le participant. The lack 
of fema les in previous years is not due to 
any rule or tradition, merely that none of 
t h e m have the courage to get their kit off 
and run naked for charity. The reasoning 
beh ind the official v iewpoint is that w o m e n 
are a l lowed to be o f f ended if they see 
men 's tackle, but not if there are a few fan­
nies on s h o w as wel l . This is mad , but there 
is a legal precedent , so that's what counts. 

In fact, a few years ago, a female mem­
ber of co l lege vo lunteered for the SNKPJ. 
Unfortunately, she got sponso red more 
m o n e y _ n o t _ to take her kit off, so stayed 
at h o m e . Can I also add that the SNKPJ was 
one of the weirdest and proudest moments 
of my life, r u n n i n g past the sc reaming 
crowds, s topp ing traffic, and generally hav­
ing a laugh. The victory lap round the Albert 
Hall s ing ing 'Rule Britannia' should be rein­
stated this year, if p eop l e have the energy. 

Cheers, 

M i k e 

mailto:m.horne@ic.ac.uk
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Stop Right There and Read This 

Put d o w n that pen/pint/reefer, s top flick­
ing th rough these pages w i thout r ead ing 
t hem, and pay at tent ion. It's t ime y o u got 
involved with your Un ion . Mark H o m e ' s let­
ter o n page 6 out l ines two ways y o u can 
inf luence what h a p p e n s at this university. 
Read it. Elections are app roach ing , a n d all 
the sabbaticals are h o p i n g that s o m e o f 
you will cons ider s tand ing. If y o u can't be 
bothered to take u p Mark H o m e ' s offer 
and don ' t want to be a Sabb, t hen at least 
vote. The letter f r om the RCSU d e m o n ­
strates h o w m u c h a poor tu rnout at e lec ­
t ions unde rm ines the off icer c o n c e r n e d 
w h e n they are d o i n g the j ob . These p e o ­
ple really d o affect your university l ife; 
everything f r om the contents of your aca-

The Week Ahead 
Monday 

Games Meeting 12.30pm 
Film Meeting 1.30pm 
News & Photography Meeting 1.30pm 

Tuesday 
News Meeting 12pm 
Clubscene 12pm 

Wednesday 
Late News Meeting 2pm 

Friday 
Arts Meeting 12pm 
News Meeting 1.20pm 
Music Meeting 1,30pm 

Deadline for letters is 
12noon Wednesday. 
Letters may be edited 
for length, but will not 
be altered in any other 
way. Letters need not 
be signed, but a swipe 
card must be shown 

when submitting 
anonymous letters. 

d e m i c courses to the price o f beer in the 
Un ion , the fund ing for your club to the dis­
coun ts you get o n the h igh street. 

Even if y o u don ' t have a social life a n d 
are he re just to get a deg tee , r e m e m b e r 
that sabbaticals are highly influential in 
dec id ing wh i ch compan ies recruit f rom IC. 
If you don ' t care about any of these things 
t hen f ine , don ' t part ic ipate - just don ' t 
c o m p l a i n that th ings aren' t the w a y y o u ' d 
like t h e m . For example , cons ider Mr Rao's 
letter o n Souths ide Shop 's extort ionate 
prices - s o m e t h i n g I'm sure most of us 
have e x p e r i e n c e d . If e n o u g h s tudents 
comp la ined loudly, wrote letters, a t tended 
meet ings , then maybe w e cou ld d o s o m e ­
th ing about it. You have a vo ice , y o u have 
representat ives, y o u have a vote - use 
t h e m . 

Do You Have Asthma? 
. If y o u are p r epa r ed to part ic ipate in 

cl inical trials to eva luate n e w treat­
m e n t s for a s t h m a , p lease cal l : 

0171 351 8051 
(Asthma Laboratory) 

Expenses incur red whi ls t par t i c ipat ing 
in c l in ical trials wi l l b e r e i m b u r s e d 

Ethics Commit tee Approved 

Room to Rent in 3 
Bedroom Flat: £70 pw. 

Spac i ous r o o m to let (female only) in 
3-bedroom flat w i th 2 o ther f e m a l e 

c l in ical s tudents 
Lovely flat, w a s h i n g m a c h i n e , TV, 

v i deo , 5 mins f r o m 
C h a r i n g Cross Hosp i ta l 

£70 pw + bills. 

P lease call 
0171 385 1472 

or 
0956 228 303 
for m o r e info . 

Britten - P re lude a n d Fugue 
J ona than Harvey - F rom S i l ence 
Charles Ives-Three Places in N e w England 

Apology to CX RAG 97-98 

I w o u l d l ike to a p o l o g i s e for a slight inac­
cu racy in the art ic le en t i t l ed ' C o l l e g e 
B e h i n d M e d i c a l U n i o n ' s C a s h C h a o s ' 
w h i c h a p p e a r e d o n p a g e 1 o f Felix 1131. 
In t h e s e n t e n c e w h i c h r eads " . . . the 
m o n e y raised by last year 's Char ing Cross 
rag w a s c red i t ed to the reserve a ccoun t , 
rather than g i ven to the char i t ies c o n ­
ce rned . . . " , C h a r i n g Cross s h o u l d have 
b e e n rep laced by St Mary ' s . The C h a r i n g 
Cross rag w a s we l l o r g a n i s e d a n d ran 
s m o o t h l y in 97-98. Fur thermore , all t he 
m o n e y w a s eventua l l y g i v en to all t he 
charities conce rned f rom all the Rags. I'm 
sorry this a p o l o g y d idn ' t g o in last w e e k 
a n d isn't o n the n e w s p a g e s - o ther Rag 
n e w s t o o k over... 

Siv jansson: Literature on 

Film: Changes through 

Time (illustrated talk). 

Central Library, Level 2 Conference R o o m 
Wednesday 3 February, 5.30 pm 

Carpark space for rent 
Located at the IC back gate at 169 

Q u e e n s g a t c (at back of the library). 
Price a n d te rms is nego t i ab l e . 

P lease contact 
Jonathan.Jong@lc.ac.uk 

Variety Show 
Tuesday 26 January 

£2 

Everyone gets a free g o o d y b a g c o m ­
pr is ing pens , b low-up mirror a n d 

funny g lasses , a n d m o r e ! 

M u s i c f r om IC bands i n c l u d i n g Mole 
Ticket a n d Cereal Killer. Stand-up c o m ­
edy a n d a range of w e i r d a n d w o n d e r ­
ful acts. A l so 50p a ticket raffle w i th a 

return trip to Dublin for 2 and free 
Ents tickets to be won! 

dB's, 8pm 

Julian Ande r son - Poetry Nea r ing Si lence 
Shos takov i ch - C h a m b e r S y m p h o n y 

(arr. Barshai) 

And on the Same Subject... 

This w e e k is ICU Rag w e e k , tradit ional ly 
a f e e b l e a t t empt at fund ra i s i ng w h e n 
c o m p a r e d to t h e M e d i c s ' efforts. This is 
not the fault o f the organ ise rs - Sarah 
C o b u r n has d o n e a n exce l lent j ob . So 
w h y not s h o w you r app rec i a t i on a n d g o 
a l o n g to at least o n e o f the Rag events 
this w e e k . There ' s a lso a Rag M a g avai l ­
a b l e for a m e r e 70p (or ha l f a pint ) . 
Ga re th M o r g a n has b e e n in my of f i ce 
to i l i ng over its p r o d u c t i o n for many a 
week , so p e r h a p s y o u c o u l d pick up a 
c o p y next t ime y o u ' r e near the U n i o n 
Of f ice? You never k n o w , it m igh t actually 
m a k e y o u laugh. . . O h , a n d finally, I d o 
k n o w h o w to run a bath S i m o n (sorry to 
have to cut d o w n your letter...) - td 

Vacancy for a Female 
Student 

D o u b l e R o o m in 
N u t f o r d H o u s e , 

B r o w n Street 
W1I I 6 A H 

(just nor th of M a r b l e Arch) 

A mixed, fully catered hall 

P lease contac t the Hall 

0171 468 5800 

Room to Rent in 3 
Bedroom House: £315 

per month + bills 
Spac ious f u rn i shed r o o m avai lab le in 
N o r b u r y ( z o n e 3/4 bounda r y , 50 m i n ­

utes to IC). M a l e or f e m a l e s tudent 
w e l c o m e to j o i n 2 ex is t ing ma le resi ­

den ts . H o u s e has h u g e l o u n g e , w a s h ­
i ng m a c h i n e , dryer, TV, v i deo , g a r d e n . 

R o o m vacant f r o m 8th February. 

Con tac t 
0181 679 7219 

or 
stephen.webb@lc.ac.uk 

Science and Maths 
Tutors Required 

Sc i ence a n d M a t h s tutors requ i red in 
L o n d o n a n d the H o m e Coun t i e s . 

Graduates only 

Top rates. 

Tel 0181 349 2148 

(Top Tutors Agency) 

B o o k i n g a n d i n fo rma t i on l ine o p e n f r o m 29th D e c e m b e r 0171 594 9359 
£10/ ( concess i ons £4) 

Imperia l C o l l e g e S tudent Price £3 (Student n u m b e r must be supp l i ed ) 

Sinfonia 21 Resident at IC presents a concert 
Friday 29 January 1999, 7.30pm In the Great Hall 

C o n d u c t o r • Stefan Asbury Sop rano • Rosemary Hardy 

mailto:Jonathan.Jong@lc.ac.uk
mailto:stephen.webb@lc.ac.uk
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Merger to Kill Medics Sport! 
Kash Akhtar, C lubs & Soc iet ies Of f i cer , ICSM 

O n W e d n e s d a y 27 J anua r y t h e 
Imper i a l M e d i c s R u g b y t e a m 
wi l l p lay N e w c a s t l e in t h e E n g ­

l ish S t u d e n t s ' F ina l at B a n b u r y to s e e 
w h i c h t e a m is t h e bes t in t h e c o u n t r y ; 
no t t h e bes t in L o n d o n , n o t in t h e 
Sou th , but in t h e w h o l e o f E n g l a n d . By 
r e a c h i n g t h e f i n a l t h e y a r e a l r e a d y 
d e e m e d to b e be t t e r t h a n a n y o t h e r 
t e a m in L o n d o n , be t t e r t h a n L o u g h ­
b o r o u g h , be t t e r t h a n B r u n e i , a n d so 
o n . Just r e a c h i n g t h e f ina l is a m o m e n ­
t o u s a c h i e v e m e n t w h i c h s h o u l d b e 
a c k n o w l e d g e d . T h e m e d i c s h a v e a l s o 
b e e n g i v e n a bye to t h e q u a r t e r f i n a l s 
o f BLJSA, a n d have g a i n e d en t r y in t h e 
E u r o p e a n c o m p e t i t i o n by v i r tue o f w i n ­
n i n g t h e P r em ie r L e a g u e S o u t h , w h e r e 
t h e y o v e r c a m e s u c h t e a m s as Ba th , 
Br istol a n d t h e cu r r en t n a t i o n a l c h a m ­
p i o n s , B r u n e i . 

I a m a f o o t b a l l e r a n d no t a b i g f a n 
o f rugby , bu t I t a ke i m m e n s e p r i d e in 
the a c h i e v e m e n t s o f t h e r u g b y b o y s as 
t h e y a re r e p r e s e n t i n g o u r m e d i c a l 
s c h o o l , n o , m y m e d i c a l s c h o o l . T h e y 
are a t t r a c t i ng lo ts o f p l a u d i t s a n d p o s ­
it ive a t t e n t i o n a n d a re r a i s i n g t h e p r o ­
f i le o f ICSM. O f c o u r s e , o t h e r c l u b s a r c 
d o i n g so t o o , b u t t h e a t t e n t i o n is 
f o c u s s e d o n t h e r u g b y at t h e m o m e n t . 
I i n t e n d to be at t h e m a t c h a n d h o p e 
as m a n y p e o p l e as p o s s i b l e w i l l c o m e 
a l o n g to o f f e r t h e i r s u p p o r t , w h i c h 
s h o u l d m a k e for a br i l l i an t day o u t . I 
e s p e c i a l l y h o p e t h e first y e a r s c o m e 
a l o n g a n d j o i n in , as th i s c u p f i na l w i l l 
p r o b a b l y b e t h e first t i m e tha t t h e y 
get a g o o d i d e a o f w h a t I C S M a n d 
b e i n g a m e d i c is al l a b o u t . I f e e l so r ry 
for t h e m as t h e y are a bit i so l a t ed f r o m 
the rest o f t h e M e d s c h o o l b e i n g d o w n 
at Sou th K e n . Th is , c o u p l e d w i t h t h e 
fact that the i r n e w c o u r s e is c o m p l e t e l y 
a l i e n to e v e r y o n e e l se , has r e s u l t e d in 
the s t r a n g e s i t u a t i o n o f u n f a m i l i a r i t y . 
I h o p e that th i s w i l l s l o w l y b e c o m e 
r e s o l v e d b e c a u s e t h e i n t i m a c y a n d 
c a m a r a d e r i e o f t h e m e d i c a l s c h o o l is 
its bes t f e a t u r e , a n d m y o v e r r i d i n g 
m e m o r y so far. 

A l o n g w i t h t h e c a m a r a d e r i e c o m e s 
a c o l l e c t i v e p r i d e in t h e a c h i e v e m e n t s 
o f o the r s , a n d t h e E n g l i s h S t u d e n t s ' 
C u p c o u l d b e t h e first m a j o r s p o r t i n g 
t r i u m p h o f ICSM th is a c a d e m i c yea r . 
M y b i g g e s t wo r r y , h o w e v e r , is r a the r 
t h a n a n y f o r t h c o m i n g s u c c e s s e s 
p a v i n g t h e w a y fo r e v e n m o r e next 
year , that t h e y m a y n e v e r b e r e p l i ­
c a t ed a g a i n , th is w o u l d o n l y b e d u e to 
a l ack o f f u n d i n g a n d r e s o u r c e s . 
M i n i b u s e s a re ve ry i m p o r t a n t to m e d ­
ical s t u d e n t s , a n d c a n stir u p p a s s i o n s 

in a w a y f e w s u b j e c t s c a n . W h e r e a s 
m i n i b u s e s w e r e a l w a y s s u b s i d i s e d 
b e f o r e t h e m e r g e r w i t h IC, th is w i l l 
no t b e t h e c a se as o f A u t u m n 1999. 
U n d e r t h e n e w g u i d e l i n e s t r anspo r t 
fo r L e a g u e m a t c h e s w i l l o n l y b e s u b ­
s i d i s e d by up to 4 0 % , wh i l s t t r anspo r t 
for t r a i n i ng wi l l not b e s u b s i d i s e d at a l l . 
Th is w o u l d m e a n a c h a r g e o f a r o u n d 

If they w e r e to take m i n i b u s e s t h e n t h e 
p o t e n t i a l cos t to e a c h p layer w o u l d b e 
a b o u t £150 per s e a s o n jus t to t ra in 
w h i c h w o u l d put o f f m o s t p e o p l e . A 
loss o f s u b s i d y a n d o t h e r f u n d i n g w i l l 
result in t a l e n t e d p layers b e i n g u n a b l e 
to p lay a n d in f e w e r t r a i n i n g s e s s i o n s 
o f l o w e r qua l i t y . Yes , this m a y m e a n 
that t h e s t u d e n t s c an p lay sa fe ly , but 

p e t i n g w i t h t h e m a c a d e m i c a l l y . T h e r e 
m u s t b e m a n y g o o d a c a d e m i c s that 
pass o v e r IC to g o to O x f o r d or C a m ­
b r i d g e b e c a u s e the i r s p o r t i n g inst incts 
c a n n o t b e s a t i s f i e d . W h y no t h a n d out 
a bit m o r e m o n e y a n d m a k e IC the 
e q u a l , a n d m a y b e be t te r , o f any u n i ­
ve rs i t y in t h e c o u n t r y . C o l l e g e d e e m s 
it fit to b l o w o v e r a h u n d r e d t h o u s a n d 
p o u n d s o n pret ty p lan ts but o n l y g i ves 
£716,000 for all s t u d e n t ac t i v i t ies , b o t h 
s p o r t i n g a n d n o n - s p o r t i n g . £716,000 
for 10 ,000 s t u d e n t s is £71.60 per s tu ­
den t per year for all c lubs a n d soc ie t i es 
as w e l l as for p a y i n g s a b b a t i c a l s , s taf f 
c o s t s , c l e a n i n g , s e c u r i t y a n d so o n . 
This is jus t n o t e n o u g h . T o p r o v i d e 
o n e f o o t b a l l t e a m w i t h o n e kit a n d 3 
f o o t b a l l s a l o n e cos t s £43 pe r p layer , 
n o t t a k i n g i n t o a c c o u n t a f f i l i a t i o n , 
t r a v e l , r e f e r e e s , c o a c h i n g , t r a i n i n g 
p i t ches , b i b s , p u m p s , c o m p u l s o r y teas 
for o p p o s i t i o n a n d so o n . 

I h a v e n e v e r b e e n a w a r e o f ma jo r 
f u n d i n g p r o b l e m s for c l u b s a n d s o c i ­
e t i e s b e f o r e t h e m e r g e r w i t h IC a n d 
w h e n t h e y a r i se t h e y w i l l c a u s e m u c h 
r e s e n t m e n t . D a v e Fte l lard sa id to m e , 
" t h e p r o b l e m is no t that y o u ' r e g o i n g 
to h a v e it e s p e c i a l l y b a d n o w , it 's just 
that y o u ' v e a l w a y s h a d it g o o d in the 
pas t " . Be that as it may , e v e r y t h i n g is 
r e l a t i ve . To m y m i n d m e r g i n g w i t h IC 
w i l l resu l t in m e d i c s ' c l u b s a n d s o c i ­
e t i e s f e e l i n g h a r d d o n e by a n d f e e l i n g 
r e s e n t m e n t at t h e m e r g e r . O t h e r IC 
s t u d e n t s m u s t r ea l i s e that th is resent ­
m e n t is no t d i r e c t e d t o w a r d s t h e m in 
a n y w a y as t h e y l ike us a re jus t m e r e 
p a w n s . IC c l u b s h a v e h a d a b u m dea l 
for a w h i l e a n d n o w it s e e m s it is the 
turn o f t h e m e d i c s . 

T h e r u g b y t e a m is a t t r a c t i ng p l au ­
d i ts in t h e n a t i o n a l p r e s s a n d f r o m 
eve r y un i v e r s i t y in t h e c o u n t r y . They 
a re s e e n as Imper i a l first a n d m e d i c s 
s e c o n d a n d a r c r a i s i n g t h e p ro f i l e of 
Imper i a l in a w a y that a m i l l i o n pyra ­
m i d a l t e a b a g s (a p r o d u c t o f IC 
research ) c o u l d never d o . Their success 
is in n o s m a l l part d u e to the i r c o a c h 
w h o s e £9,000 f e e s a re pa i d for by a 
g r o u p o f c o n s u l t a n t s . If it w e r e not for 
t h e i r g e n e r o s i t y t h e n s u c h s u c c e s s 
m i g h t n o t b e p o s s i b l e . It is br i l l i ant for 
t h e s t u d e n t s tha t t h e y d o th is a n d at 
t h e s a m e t i m e a s h a m e that t h e f u n d ­
i n g for th i s a n d fo r o t h e r s p o r t s d o c s 
no t c o m e f r o m m o r e d i rec t b e n e f i c i a ­
r ies s u c h as IC, a n d in t u r n ICU. 

P l ease m a k e su r e y o u are t he r e on 
27 J a n u a r y to s e e t h e N a t i o n a l C u p 
f i n a l . Y o u m a y n e v e r g e t a n o t h e r 
c h a n c e . 

£60 for t a k i n g a m i n i b u s for t r a in ing for wi l l t h e y b e any g o o d ? They w i l l stil l d o 
a c o u p l e o f h o u r s . Th is c h a r g e w o u l d w e l l , d u e to t h e spir i t o f the i n d l v i d u -
have to b e b o r n e by t h e c l ubs as fund- als, but I c a n n o t b e l i e v e that w e w o u l d 
i n g w i l l no t b e g i v e n to c o v e r it. Th is eve r c o m p e t e as o n e o f t h e bes t t w o 
w o u l d a l s o a p p l y to f r i e n d l i e s a n d tour t e a m s in t h e c o u n t r y e ve r a g a i n . A 
m a t c h e s , r e s u l t i n g in c o n s i d e r a b l e s im i l a r d e g r a d a t i o n o f all o t h e r t e a m s 
c h a r g e s b e i n g p a s s e d o n t o p l a ye r s , w i l l o c c u r w i t h p e o p l e b e i n g f o r c e d to 
w h o a l r e a d y pay ou t for t h e ' p r i v i l e g e ' c o m p e t e at leve ls b e n e a t h the i r ta lent , 
o f p l a y i n g . It is a l so en t i r e l y c o n c e i v a b l e that cer-

T r a n s p o r t s u b s i d y for t r a i n i n g is ta in c l u b s w i l l n o l o n g e r b e a b l e to 
e s s e n t i a l . It has b e e n p r o p o s e d by ICU a f f o r d to run d u e to f i n a n c i a l prob-
that m i n i b u s e s c o u l d b e s u b s i d i s e d for l ems , w h i c h w o u l d be a t e r r i b l e w a s t e , 
s p o r t s s u c h as r ugby , w h e r e s p e c i a l It is a s h a m e that C o l l e g e d o c s 
t r a i n i n g ( s u c h as s c r u m m a g i n g ) is not c o n t r i b u t e m o r e to s t u d e n t activi-
e s s e n t i a l for sa fe ty . The r u g b y t e a m , t ies g i v e n t h e p o t e n t i a l that l ies w i t h i n 
fo r e x a m p l e , t ra in t w i c e a w e e k , e ve r y t h e s t u d e n t b o d y . I m p e r i a l C o l l e g e 
w e e k , for a b o u t t w e n t y w e e k s ; a b o u t c o u l d b e r e n o w n e d fo r its s p o r t i n g 
fo r ty s e s s i o n s in a l l . That is w h a t it a c h i e v e m e n t s in a w a y that O x f o r d 
t ak es to b e c o m e n a t i o n a l c h a m p i o n s , a n d C a m b r i d g e a r c , as w e l l as c o m -
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W e l c o m e to the n e w Felix c o o k i n g c o l u m n . M y 
a im in these articles is t o s h o w that a n y o n e can knock 
up great f o o d , w i thout it cos t ing the earth or tak ing ages 
to make . In my o p i n i o n y o u c an get a l o n g w a y s imp ly 
by hav ing s o m e i dea o f w h a t ingred ien ts g o toge ther , 
and roughly what to d o w i th t h e m . 

I'm not a b ig fan o f rec ipes . It s e e m s to m e that far 
more is ach ieved by gett ing off the bea ten track and tak­
ing a f ew risks. Rec ipes are a g o o d w a y o f l ea rn ing n e w 
techn iques a n d g o o d c o m b i n a t i o n s o f ingred ients , but 
they can't list all the op t i ons . The impor tant t h i n g to 
r e m e m b e r is that for mos t everyday c o o k i n g , rec ipes 
should only be a gu ide l ine . Far t oo many th ings can vary 
b e t w e e n your k i t chen and that o f the rec ipe ' s creator 
for the exact quant i t ies o f i ng red i en t s to matter. S imi ­
larly, the sugges ted Ingredients can o f ten b e subst i tuted 
if y o u don ' t have the exact i t em m e n t i o n e d . 

To start o f f w i th , here are a c o u p l e o f light d i shes 
both of wh i ch can be w h i p p e d up in under half an hour . 
They ' re both great for l unch , or as a starter. 

Brocco l i Pesto , Serves 2 

W h e n y o u talk a b o u t pes to , mos t p e o p l e th ink o f 
the green stuff in supermarket jars. Whi le the classic basil 
pesto is incredib ly versat i le, its on l y part o f the pes to 
story. You can make a pesto out of pretty m u c h anyth ing. 
The only essent ia l i ng red ien ts a re o l ive o i l , garl ic, a n d 
either cheese or nuts. This tec ipe is o n e o f m y favorites. 
Its just fantastic se rved w i th a h e a p o f f resh pasta. 

1 m e d i u m h e a d o f brocco l i , c h o p p e d 
25g grated pa rmasan 
2 c loves o f garl ic 
2 t ab l e spoons o f o l ive oi l 

3 t ab l e spoons of c r eam 
ju ice of half a l e m o n 
salt a n d peppe r 

The first stage is to c o o k the brocco l i . Unfor tunate ly 
brocco l i is a very submiss i ve vege tab le , w h e n s imply 
bo i l ed a g o o d dea l o f the flavor is su r r ende red to the 
water . The ideal so lu t ion is to s t e a m it. If y o u must boi l , 
m a k e sure the ju ices are saved for later. Either way, c o o k 
unti l pretty m u c h all the bite is g o n e , about 10-15 m i n ­
utes. 

Cooks 
Corner 

Whi le the brocco l i is c o o k i n g c h o p the garl ic f inely, 
t hen fry very gent ly in the ol ive oil for a m i n u t e or two. 
Be really careful not to let the garl ic burn , f r azz led gar­
lic must rank as o n e of the most unp leasant of tastes. 

W h e n the brocco l i is d o n e a d d it to the garlic, a n d 
fry s lowly for abou t 10 minutes , s q u a s h i n g any r ema in ­
ing b ig lumps. By this point the mixture in the pan shou ld 
be really soft, and qui te s m o o t h . Turn off the hob , t hen 
mix in the c r eam, pa rmasan and l e m o n ju ice . Season 

to taste (for me , this m e a n s loads of black pepper! ) . 
Finally a d d a little water ( f rom the pan if y o u bo i l ed the 
broccol i ) to take the mixture to the cons i s tency of s in­
g le c r e a m . 

A d d the pes to to a pan c o n t a i n i n g c o o k e d and 
dra ined pasta, t hen stir we l l a n d serve. 

L e e k a n d M a n a g e t o u t S o u p , Serves 4 

Ihis s o u p is really w a r m i n g but has a fantasticly fresh 
f lavor. It a lmost fee ls like sp r i ng has c o m e early. M a n ­
age tout are ava i lab le cheap l y at markets , but the rec ipe 
is g o o d w i th dwar f b e a n s too . You really n e e d access 
to o n e of those h a n d b l ende r s to m u s h the w h o l e 
th ing at the e n d . If that is a p r o b l e m , just c h o p up every­
th ing really finely. 

2 m e d i u m leaks 
200g o f m a n g e t o u t 
30g ish of butter (preferably unsa l ted) 
1.5 pints o f v ege t ab l e s tock 
1 t a b l e s p o o n of p la in f lour 
a c o u p l e of t a b l e s p o o n s o f d o u b l e c r e a m 
salt a n d p e p p e r 

l o p and tail the leaks and c h o p into fairly small slices. 
Heat the butter in a fair s i z ed sauce-pan a n d saute the 
leaks gent ly for a b o u t 10 m i n u t e s unti l soft. M i x in the 
flour and c o o k for ano the r m i n u t e , t hen a d d the stock, 
s t i r r ing all the t ime to a v o i d l u m p s . I h r o w in the 
m a n g e t o u t and boi l unti l they ' re ready to eat, about 
ano the r 15 minu tes . 

R e m o v e the pan f r o m the heat, t hen w h i z z it w i th 
the h a n d b lender . A d d the c r e a m a n d s e a s o n . 

S u m m e r I n t e r n s h i p s 
An internship with Procter & Gamble is an 
opportunity tn gain real work experience 
while still at university, and have a lot of 
fun. For up to 12 weeks this summer you 
Goold work on your own live projects and 
deliver business-building results for one of 
the world's most successful consumer gnods 
companies. We have internships in all nf the 
following areas: 

Brand Management Customer Business 
Development financial Management 
Human Hesources Management Systems 
Market Research Product Supply Management 
Research & Development 

Spread 
your wiigs 

For more information, please come to oor next presentation 
Tuesday 26th January, 19S9 at 6.15pm 
Senate House, Malet Street, 
London. WG1E 7HU 
Nearest tube: Goodge Street 

Procter&Gamble DEVELOP ING YOUR C A R E E R 
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Hsu> T o Wfi A * E l c c f i9.fi 
Hello and welcome to the Presidential Talk Back Election Special. It's that time of year again when for a 

month the College is plastered by posters and flyers, while crazy people try to tell you how good they are. So why 

should you care? The results of these elections will change the face and possibly the content of the Union over the 

next year. There are five positions up for grabs; If you're thinking of standing, here's what to do. 

President 
job 

Respons ib l e for t h e w h o l e lot; if t h e 
U n i o n gets s u e d y o u ' r e in the dock . 
Deals w i th t h e C o l l e g e a b o u t g e n e r a l 

U n i o n i ssues 
- first po in t o f contac t for ou ts ide rs 

- fo ts o f pub l i c s p e a k i n g 
- S igns lots o f c h e q u e s 

Perks 
- Lots o f e x p e n s i v e d i nne r s 

- Free Ho l idays 
- M i x i n g w i th the p o w e r f u l a n d great 

- £8,000 + a c c o m m o d a t i o n 

DP (Clubs and 
Societies) 

jab 
- O v e r s e e i n g the r u n n i n g o f 

c l ubs a n d soc ie t i es 
- S tudent D e v e l o p m e n t o f 

c lubs a n d soc ie t i es 
- P repar ing Sports t e a m s for 

med i c a l m e r g e r 
- External r ep resen ta t i on 

o n spo r t i ng i ssues 

Perks 
- M i x i n g w i th the m o t e soc ia l 

s i de o f the U n i o n 
- Tickets to va r ious s p o r t i n g 
even ts t h r o u g h o u t the year 

- Can c la im the g lory for 
s p o r t i n g s u c c e s s e s 

- £8.000 + a c c o m m o d a t i o n 

Felix Editor 
job 

- R u n n i n g Felix as a c l u b 
- R u n n i n g Felix as a N e w s p a p e r 

- S tudents H a n d b o o k 
- S e cu r i ng Adve r t i s i ng 

Perks 
- M o r e n e g o t i a b l e o f f i ce hou r s 

- Fast-track to j o u r n a l i s m 
- Invites to press c o n f e r e n c e s 
- Direct i n f l uence o n s tuden t s 

a n d t h e C o l l e g e 
- £8,000 + a c c o m m o d a t i o n 

Current Sabbaticals, L to R: Ed Sexton, Chris Ince, Marie Nicholaou & David Hellard 

Get a Proposer and Twenty Seconders 

Your p ropose r wi l l i n t roduce y o u in your 
Hus t ings a n d s o m e t i m e s he lp run your 
e l e c t i on c a m p a i g n . Hav ing a p ropose r 
w h o k n o w s a lot o f p e o p l e , or is 
r e spec t ed as s o m e o n e w h o is k n o w l ­

e d g e a b l e about the way the U n i o n runs, 
is t he re fo re he lp fu l . It doesn ' t mat ter 
w h o the s e c o n d e r s a r c , as l o n g as 
they ' re s tudents , as n o o n e ever f inds 
out . 

Write A Mani festo 

This wil l be pub l i shed in Felix a n d of ten 
is the start ing point of your ques t i on ing 
in Hust ings. In your mani fes to you shou ld 
out l ine wha t your pol ic ies a n d plans are 
for the next year. If you don ' t want to d o 

this or have no pol ic ies t hen you can just 
out l ine why you w o u l d be g o o d at the 
j o b , a n d any U n i o n e x p e r i e n c e a n d 
invo lvement you ' ve had , h o w e v e r smal l 
(no exper ience is not always a bad thing.) 

Handle Hustings 

You wi l l be q u e s t i o n e d w i th the other 
c and ida t es a b o u t your suitabi l i ty for the 
j o b a n d o ther po l i c ies that y o u may not 
have s tated. It's w o r t h d o i n g a bit o f 
research so that y o u don ' t l ook like a 
c o m p l e t e idiot. The best sources are talk­
i ng to the present a n d prev ious sabbat ­

icals, r e a d i n g past issues o f fe l ix ( espe ­
cially the n e w s a n d letters pages ) a n d 
r e a d i n g prev ious ICU C o u n c i l m i n u t e s . 
This s h o u l d g ive y o u s o m e i dea o f w h a t 
the current issues are, f e e l i ngs o f s o m e 
o f the s tudents towards t h e m a n d t h e 
w a y in w h i c h the U n i o n wo rks . 

Run A Campa ign 

These t end to take the fo rm of mass pos­
t e r i ng o f the c a m p u s e s , va ry ing f r o m 
the f unny to the ' these are m y po l i c ies ' 
to the ' l ook I'm sexy ' type o f posters , all 
f i n i sh i ng w i th a ' so vo te for m e ' . There 
have b e e n var ious other ways of s e i z i n g 
vo tes u s e d in the past. Flyers a rc the 
most obv ious , and adverts in Felix, o n the 

rad io or the te lev i s ion s ta t ion are c o m ­
m o n . If y o u haven ' t me t p e o p l e f r o m 
other c ampuses yet get out to o n e of the 
bars a n d mee t t h e m ; b r i ng a large w a l ­
let, there 's n o t h i n g that a f ree dr ink can't 
sett le. You c o u l d e v e n b e o u t r a g e o u s 
and visit s o m e U n i o n m e e t i n g s a n d l ook 
k e e n . 

Get People Out To Vote 

This is the hardest part. N o matter h o w 
we l l y o u ' v e d o n e so far, un less y o u can 
get p e o p l e out o f b e d a n d to the ballot 
box , there ' s n o po int . To vo te s tudents 
n e e d a n ICU card that can be o b t a i n e d 

t h r o u g h the U n i o n O f f i c e . Tak ing the 
two days of vo t i ng of f to get your face 
a r o u n d is adv isable . The g o l d e n n u m b e r 
of votes to w i n s e e m s to be a r o u n d 700, 
but this year w e ' r e h o p i n g for m o r e . 

DP (Education and 
welfare) 

j o b 
- Represen t s tuden t s t o C o l l e g e o n 

e d u c a t i o n a l matters 
- O r g a n i s e we l f a r e c a m p a i g n s 

- Dea l w i th case s tud ies 

Pe rks 
- First year of the pos i t i on so can 

d e f i n e its role 
- Job sat is fact ion a n d thanks 
- No t e v e r y b o d y hates y o u 
- £8.000 + a c c o m m o d a t i o n 

DP (Finance and 
Services) 

J o b 
- R e s p o n s i b l e for the f i n a n c e s of 

all o f the c lubs a n d soc ie t ies 
- Sorts ou t the a l l oca t ion 

o f m o n e y to t h e m 
- R e s p o n s i b l e for t h e 
c o m m e r c i a l serv ices 

- A u t h o r i s e s lots o f c h e q u e s 
- C o n v e n t i o n a l l y k e e p s the U n i o n 

c o m p u t e r n e t w o r k r u n n i n g 

- Large potent ia l for br ibery 
-Job in the city g u a r a n t e e d 

- See P res ident ' s list, as h e o f t en fills in| 
- £8,000 + a c c o m m o d a t i o n 

Hustings 
£1.00 A PINT AT 

SOUTH KEN 
Monday 15 February 

dB's, South Ken 

Tuesday 16 February 

Reynolds Bar, Charing Cross: 

Wednesday 17 February 

Gladys', St. Mary's 

http://i9.fi
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Tremor in Malaysia as Holy Festival Looms 
Nik B Hafiz 

Mr Ibrahim on his way to court 

As Ma l a y s i ans , w h o a re p r e d o m i ­
nantly M u s l i m s , p r e p a r e d for the 
Eid-ul-Fltr w h i c h m a r k e d t h e 

c o m p l e t i o n o f t h e h o l y m o n t h o f 
R a m a d h a n , t h e c o u n t r y w a s a g a i n 
s t u n n e d by rather s h o c k i n g n e w s . 

If t h e e x p u l s i o n o f M r A n w a r 
I b r ah im f r o m t h e p o s t s o f D e p u t y 
P r ime M i n i s t e r a n d F i n a n c e M i n i s t e r 
last S e p t e m b e r c an b e l i k e n e d to a n 
e a r t h q u a k e , t h e n t h e m u c h d e l a y e d 
a d m i s s i o n by t h e g o v e r n m e n t that 
A n w a r w a s b ru ta l l y b e a t e n w h i l e in 
po l i c e c u s t o d y w a s m o r e o f a l a rge 
t r e m o r in n a t u r e . O n e s u b s e q u e n t 
result o f this r e ve l a t i on w a s t h e r e s i g ­
na t ion o f t h e m o s t s e n i o r p o l i c e o f f i c e r 
in the country , the Inspec tor-Genera l o f 
the Po l ice , R ah im N o o r , w h o t o o k ful l 
r espons ib i l i t y o n b e h a l f o f t h e p o l i c e . 
The po l i ce fo rce had b e e n very m u c h in 
t h e l i m e l i g h t e v e r s i n c e A n w a r 
a p p e a r e d in p u b l i c s p o r t i n g a b l a ck e y e 
a n d over the m o n t h s w a s seve re l y s c ru ­
t in ised by the p u b l i c over a l l e g a t i o n s o f 

u n d e r h a n d e d m e t h o d s , b r a i n w a s h i n g 
p r i s o n e r s a n d brutal i ty . 

O n t h e po l i t i ca l f ront , the P r ime 
M i n i s t e r , Dr M a h a t h i r , reshuf ­
f l e d t h e C a b i n e t ea r l i e r th i s 

m o n t h . O n e o f the no t ab l e c h a n g e s he 
m a d e w a s h e h i m s e l f r e l i n q u i s h e d the 
p o s t s o f H o m e M i n i s t e r a n d l i r s t 
F i n a n c e M i n i s t e r . H e p a s s e d the b a t o n 

to A b d u l l a h Badaw i , p r ev i ous l y t h e For­
e i g n M in i s t e r , w h o w a s a l so a p p o i n t e d 
D e p u t y P r ime M in i s t e r , e n d i n g m o n t h s 
o f s p e c u l a t i o n as to w h o wi l l s u c c e e d 
Dr M a h a t h i r as P r ime M i n i s t e r . 

n the c o u r t r o o m A n w a r w a s dea l t 
a n o t h e r mass i v e b l o w , as the pre ­
s i d i n g j u d g e , A u g u s t i n e Pau l , 

o r d e r e d that all e v i d e n c e i n vo l v i ng a l le ­

g a t i o n s o f h is s e x u a l m i s c o n d u c t b e 
s t ruck ou t , c i t i n g t h e m to b e i r re levent 
f o l l o w i n g the state p rosecu to r ' s a m e n d ­
m e n t o f the c o r r u p t i o n c h a r g e s h e is 
n o w f a c i n g . 

Th i s is c o n s i d e r e d ve ry 
u n f a v o u r a b l e for Anwa r , for after w e e k s 
o f m e d i a e x p o s u r e o f p r o s e c u t i o n wit ­
n e s s e s c l a i m i n g h e c o m m i t t e d s o d o m y 
a n d h a d a n af fa i r w i t h his f o r m e r sec ­
re ta ry ' s w i f e , h i s l a w y e r s a re n o w 
u n a b l e to c o u n t e r the c a se p r e s e n t e d 
by the p r o s e c u t i o n as they c o u l d no 
l o n g e r re fer to the s e x u a l c l a ims . H o w ­
ever, it is A n w a r ' s portrayal that matters; 
h e has s p e n t m a n y m o n t h s h a v i n g his 
cha rac te r a s s a s s i n a t e d w i t h o u t a plat­
f o r m to d e f e n d h imse l f . The m o v e a lso 
c r e a t e d e v e n m o r e c o m p l i c a t i o n s for 
A n w a r I b rah im ' s d e f e n c e t e a m as the 
trial en t e r s its s e c o n d r o u n d , w i t h the 
d e f e n c e n o w c a l l i n g the i r w i t n e s s e s , 
w h o i n c l u d e the a c c u s e d h i m s e l f a n d 
p o s s i b l y t h e P r i m e M i n i s t e r as w e l l . 

We need your, 
Poems, Short Stories, . . „ 
Artwork and Photography T h e A r t s annua l o f Imper ia l C o l l e g e 

L i k e to s e e y o u r c r e a t i v e w o r k in p r in t ? 

create the fire which fills Find fll6 OSSence Of VOUr Veilf SOIll 
»e void in your aching heart 1 n n i 9 w w m 

OU&idh fauir are i i V  M ' 
If VOU c a n h e l D Thursday lunch times in the Felix office 

y or at 

Give in to the art side 

Please contact Shanaka and Ben; 
Thursday lunch time 
or at 
p h o e n i x @ i c . a c . u k 

We realise that Thursday lunchtime is 
impossible for those who are not on the South 
Ken. campus, Please e mail us and we will 
come and see you. 

mailto:phoenix@ic.ac.uk
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cience EJcii 

The paranormal, near death experiences, telepathy - science fiction or science fact? 
These are Just some of the subjects being debated by the Scientific and Medical Network, 
an organisation whose membership boasts, not bare feet hippies, but some of the best 
names in science. Simone Macmillan investigates... 

I n 1973 a Brit ish civil se rvant , G e o r g e 
Blaker, t e a m e d u p w i t h G P Patr ick 
S h a c k l e t o n , a n d f o u n d e d t h e S c i e n ­

tif ic a n d M e d i c a l N e t w o r k . The i r remi t 
w a s to e s t a b l i s h " a 
b r o a d e r s p i r i t u a l l y 
inspired u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f 
the w o r l d . " B laker, w h o 
had he ld pos t s in n u m e r ­
ous g o v e r n m e n t depa r t ­
ments , w a s c o n c e r n e d by 
the restr ic t ions p l a c e d o n 
s c i e n t i f i c d e b a t e a n d 
f u n d i n g . T h e f o u n d e r s t h o u g h t tha t 
p e o p l e w o u l d turn to d o c t o r s a n d sc i ­
ent ists for " . . . c red ib le e x p l a n a t i o n s o f 
w h y the w o r l d a n d c o n d i t i o n s w e r e as 
they w e r e . " So init ial ly, m e m b e r s h i p 
was by inv i tat ion on ly , b e i n g d i r e c t ed at 
s e n i o r s c i en t i s t s a n d d o c t o r s . T o d a y , 
a n y o n e c an j o i n , but ful l m e m b e r s h i p 
is genera l l y reserved for g radua tes . The 
N e t w o r k n o w has 3000 m e m b e t s w o r l d 
w i d e , t w o th i rds o f w h i c h a re f r o m sc i ­
ent i f i c b a c k g r o u n d s . 

The N e t w o r k s e e s i tsel f m a i n l y as a 
f o r u m for d i s c u s s i o n a n d t h e d i s s e m i ­
na t i on o f i n f o r m a t i o n . It p u b l i s h e s its 
o w n j o u r n a l , has l o c a l d i s c u s s i o n 
g r o u p s , a n d o r g a n i s e s c o n f e r e n c e s , 
two o f w h i c h are o p e n t o t h e g e n e r a l 
pub l i c . It has C h a r i t a b l e Trust s ta tus , 
b e i n g large ly f u n d e d by s u b s c r i p t i o n s . 

U n d e r p i n n i n g m a n y o f t h e m e m ­
bers ' interests is the c h a l l e n g e o f es t ab ­
l i sh ing a s c i e n c e o f c o n s c i o u s n e s s , a n d 
a m o v e m e n t a w a y f r o m o b j e c t i v e sc i ­
e n c e to a s c i e n c e o f t h e s u b j e c t i v e . 
" C o n s c i o u s n e s s has b e e n r i p p e d ou t 
o f s c i e n c e " a c c o r d i n g to Dr Peter Fen-
wick , C h a i r m a n o f t h e S M N C o u n c i l , 
a n d a n e m i n e n t C o n s u l t a n t N e u r o p s y -
chlatr ist . D i rec to r Dav id L o r i m e r c o n ­
curs, s ay ing s c i e n c e " c a n n o t b e t r ea t ed 
f r o m the first p e r s o n o b j e c t i v e p o i n t o f 
v iew. . .we as h u m a n b e i n g s are l o o k i n g 

"...Conscious­
ness has been 
ripped out of 

science..." 

f r o m t h e i n s i d e ou t . " 
T h e r e is a s t r o n g e m p h a s i s o n the 

spi r i tua l in S M N l i terature; bo th Lor imer 
a n d F e n w i c k sha re an interest in near 

d e a t h e x p e r i e n c e s , f e n ­
w i c k is i n vo l ved in a pro ­
j e c t s t u d y i n g th is 
p h e n o m i n u m b a s e d at 
t w o cen t r e s a t t a c h e d to 
UK h o s p i t a l s . A l t h o u g h 
F e n w i c k w o n ' t be d r a w n 
o n w h e t h e r t h e r e ' s l i fe 
after d e a t h , h e says that 

n e a r d e a t h e x p e r i e n c e , p o e t r y a n d 
m e d i t a t i v e states i nd i ca t e that real i ty 
cons i s t s o f " l o ve , l ight a n d c o n s c i o u s ­
n e s s . " F e n w i c k a d d s that h e w o u l d 
b e l i e v e in G o d , if the t e rm c o u l d be 
b r o a d e n e d to e n c o m p a s s an in te l l igent 
c o n s c i o u s f o r c e , f o r i m e r has wr i t t en a 
b o o k o n nea r d e a t h e x p e r i e n c e s ; 'The 
W h o l e in O n e ' . H e desc r ibes h imse l f as 
sp i r i tua l ra ther t han r e l i g i ous , s a y i ng 
that " a lot o f m e m b e r s have m a d e that 
d i s t i n c t i o n , b e c a u s e p e o p l e fee l h a m ­

p e r e d by the l im i t a t i ons o f b o t h o r t h o ­
d o x s c i e n c e a n d o r t h o d o x t h e o l o g y . " 
H o w e v e r , h e d o e s b e l i e v e that c o n ­
s c i o u s n e s s sutv i ves phys i ca l d e a t h ; " in 
a n u t s h e l l m y t h e s i s is 
that w e are all c o n n e c t e d 
a n d s h a r e o n e c o n ­
s c i ousness . . .wha t w e a r c 
d o i n g to o the r s w e are in 
a s e n s e d o i n g to o u r ­
se lves . . . the g o l d e n rule is 
no t just a p r e c e p t , but 
ac tua l l y t h e w a y t h i n g s 
w o r k g i v e n the o n e n e s s a n d c o n n e c t ­
e d n e s s o f c o n s c i o u s n e s s . " 

Is o r t h o d o x s c i e n c e still p r e j u d i c e d 
a g a i n s t S M N v i e w s ? N o b e l L a u r e a t e 
(phys i c s ,1973 ) P ro f B r ian J o s e p h s o n , 
w h o s e interests i n c l u d e p s y c h o k i n e s i s 
or the i n f l u e n c e o f m i n d o n mat te r , 
th inks that it is. H e n c e his w e b p a g e o n 
t h e i n t e r n e t w h e r e , a m o n g s t o t h e r 
t h i ngs , h e pr ints ar t ic les to c o u n t e r t h e 
" n e g a t i v e p r o p a g a n d a . . . d e n o u n c i n g 
p a r a p s y c h o l o g y . " As a p r o f e s s o r a n d 

N o b e l L au rea te h e a c k n o w l e d g e s that 
h e c o m m a n d s a "be t t e r a t t e n t i o n fac­
to r " t h a n y o u n g phys ic i s ts e x p r e s s i n g 
s imi lar v i ews ; they, h e says, w o u l d have 
to o v e r c o m e t h e " l a u g h t e r e f fec t . " 

G a l i l e o is f r e q u e n t l y m e n t i o n e d , so 
d o the S M N sc ien t i s t s c o n s i d e r t h e m ­
se l ves m o d e r n day Ga l i l ees ? In thei r 
c a s e , p a r a d o x i c a l l y , t h e y w o u l d be 
u n d e r s i e g e by o r t h o d o x s c i e n c e a n d 
not t h e C h u r c h . The r e s p o n s e is va r ied , 
w i t h L o r i m e r s e e i n g s o m e s imi la r i t y ; 
" . . .a lot o f sc i en t i s t s a re no t p r e p a r e d , 
l ike t h e c a r d i n a l s , to l o o k d o w n the 
te l e s cope . . . t o l o o k at e v i d e n c e w h i c h is 
g o i n g t o u n d e r m i n e t h e w a y they 
u n d e r s t a n d t h e w o r l d . " P ro f Chr i s 
Clark, c o u n c i l m e m b e r a n d physic ist , 
f e e l s that it is a r g u a b l e that G a l i l e o 
' a s k e d for it'; h e po in t s ou t that the 
S M N t ake a d i f f e r e n t a p p r o a c h , that 
t hey are not ". . . trying to l aunch a frontal 
a t tack o n s c i e n c e but to e x t e n d it.. .real­
i s i n g that w e are all t r y ing to d i s cove r 
t h e t ru th . " 

H o w w o u l d t h e N e t w o r k l ike to 
c h a n g e the w a y s c i e n c e is run in the 
UK? By f o c u s s i n g o n e d u c a t i o n , incor ­
p o r a t i n g c o u r s e s in the h is tory a n d ph i ­
l o s o p h y o f s c i e n c e in to s c i e n c e A level 
a n d u n d e r g r a d u a t e p r o g r a m m e s . Prof 

J o s e p h s o n a d d s h e ' d like 
to te l l t h o s e in c h a r g e 
that t h e present s i tuat ion 
in s c i e n c e is " a b s u r d " , for 
as a p h y s i c i s t h e has 
l ea rn t " that t h e r e ' s an 
i n c r e d i b l e r a n g e o f pos-
sib l i t ies in na tu re - in a 
c o m p l e x s i t u a t i o n , y o u 

s h o u l d n o t t h i n k tha t s o m e t h i n g is 
i m p o s s i b l e . " 

for further Information: 
The Scientific and Medical Network, 
David Lorimer, Cibliston Mill, Collins-
burgh, Leven, Life KY9 1JS, Scotland 

www. cis.plym.ac. uk/SclMedNet/home.htm 

Prof Josephson's web page: 
http://www. tcm.phy. cam.ac. uk/-bdJ10/ 

"...we are all 
connected and 
share one con­
sciousness..." 

http://www
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Global Business 

If you're thinking about a summer internship programme - think 
hard. Put yourself to the test in a world-class business that offers 
challenging, absorbing roles that will stretch your mind and test 
your abilities. 

Explore the career possibilities offered by an organisation that 
values intellect, creativity and determination and gives you the 
opportunities to define your future. Learn from the best in an 
environment which is as supportive and collegia! as it is intense 
and exhilarating. An environment where people from diverse 
cultures and backgrounds understand and share your desire to 
excel. 

Think about a summer internship programme with Goldman Sachs 
- where excellence is a way of life. 

Goldman Sachs is an equal opportunity employer. 
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Summer internship programmes are available 
in London and Frankfurt. 
To meet representatives from our Equities, 
Fixed Income, Currency & Commodities, 
Investment Banking and Operations, 
Technology & Finance Divisions and to find out 
more about our different summer internship 
programmes, please come to our Presentation. 

Date: 
Venue: 

Time: 

28 January 1999 
Peterborough Court 
133 Fleet Street 
London 
6:30pm 

Admission is strictly by registration at the LSE 
and Imperial College careers services. 
Places are limited. 
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Last autumn, a six-strong group of IC students headed for the mighty Himalayas, With a little help from sherpas, cooks and porters they succeeded in 
trekking through the Rolwaling valley and climbing peaks in excess of six thousand meters. Jeremy Thomson reports on the success of the expedition. 

It's half past five in the m o r n i n g , ten degrees be l ow zero 
and we're c a m p e d on rubb l e at 5700 meters above sea 
level. You try get t ing o u t o f bed . 

The thought o f all the effort we've p u t in so far, c o u ­
p led w i th several cups o f w a r m tea, p rov ide j u s t enough 

Fa rm houses i n Ro lwa l ing valley 

m o m e n t u m to shed the lovely d o w n s leep ing bags a n d 
prepare for the c l i m b . Af ter f o u r weeks o f t r ekk ing a n d 
c l i m b i n g , today w e hope to reach the s u m m i t of; t h f : 

m o u n t a i n Pa r chamo. A t a b o u t 6 2 2 5 m o r 20 ,800 feet i t 
is taller t h a n M o n t B lanc a n d Ben Nev is c o m b i n e d a n d ! 
a greater a l t i tude than any o f us have v e n t u r e d to 
before. 

As we prepare, nervous glances shoo t back and forth 
a m o n g s t us and the hi l l above, ba thed i n wa te ry d a w n 
sunl ight . U n l i k e A l p i n e c l i m b i n g , we have ne i ther r e l i ­
able maps n o r gu ide books , n o r even an accurate va lue 
for the m o u n t a i n ' s height, so we're apprehens ive a b o u t 
wha t may l ie ahead. 

The c l i m b starts by h e a d i n g back to the pass w e 
crossed the day before, w h i c h 
at 5 7 0 0 m is one o f the h i g h ­
est regular ly used i n N e p a l , 
and affords super lat ive v iews 
o f bo th the K h u m b u (Ever ­
est) val ley ahead o f us a n d 
the R o l w a l i n g va l ley f r o m 
where w e came. 

W e rope toge the r i n t o 
two part ies o f fou r and o u r 
expedi t ion leader, A l a n , leads up the gentle snofv slopes 
at a g o o d steady pace. The tack of oxygen at this he igh t 
makes eve ry th ing feel tw ice 
as steep as it really is, and it's 
i m p o r t a n t n o t to fa t i gue 
you r se l f early o n . 

The sun has n o t y e t 
reached us and i t is death ly 
co ld , especial ly o n the feet. : 
I'm c l i m b i n g in leather boots 
rather than d i e w a r m e r p las ­
t ic ones a n d m y toes are 
soon n u m b . M e r c i f u l l y , after a steeper c l i m b o n w h i c h 

s o m e o n e has left b e h i n d f ixed ropes, we reach a l i t t le 
p la teau and take a rest. C o n c e r n e d a b o u t ge t t ing f ros t ­
bi te I w h i p o f f the boots and begin massag ing m y toes. 
The sherpas j o i n in and in no t i m e they're p ink and 
happy again (the toes, that is). 

W e t raverse a r o u n d i n t o the 
sunshine and fo l l ow an elegant ridge 
l ine that sw ings a r o u n d o n t o the 
h o r i z o n . The crest is n a r r o w and 
fragi le, so we f o l l o w some tracks a 
l i t t le b e l o w pass ing s p a r k l i n g ice 
caves and s n o w f o r m a t i o n s s t ra ight 
o u t o f a s e i s m o l o g y t e x t b o o k . 
Presently, the s u m m i t r idge l o o m s 
i n t o s ight , a h a n d s o m e b r o k e n 
s n o w l i n e s t r e t c h i n g away a h e a d . 
After negot iat ing a few steep sections 
the top is s u d d e n l y in reach . A l l 
fatigue d rops away to be replaced by 
a s i l l y a n d i n t o x i c a t i n g sense o f 
e u p h o r i a . We ' v e d o n e i t ! 6 2 2 5 m 
high in the m idd l e of the most beau 
t i fu l m o u n t a i n s tn the w o r l d The 
weather 's perfect (as Pasang's Lama 

pred ic ted ) , the a i r is l ud i c rous l y clear and the sky's so 
b ig it's black a r o u n d the edges. 1 t h r o w m y arms a r o u n d 
T o m , w h o has just arr ived, and near ly break his nose! 
w i t h m y he lmet . 
¥,-. F r o m o u r eyrie we can see a h u n d r e d mi les each 

way and have a clear v iew o f M o u n t Everest M a k a i u 
^the f ish-fai l mounta in ' ) , A m a d a h l a m and m a n y more . 
In fact, ou r i nc red ib l e p a n o r a m a inc ludes e ig l i r o f the 
earth 's four teen SOOOm-peaks. 

From Small Steps... 

It all started more than a year ago, w h e n after a g o o d 
day's c l i m b i n g in Wa les A l a n tu rned 
to m e a n d u n c e r e m o n i o u s l y sa id 
"let's go on an e x p e d i t i o n " . A t the 
rime I wasn ' t keen, fee l ing the same 
way about m o u n t a i n e e r i n g as d runk 
d r i v i n g - great fun b u t unacccptab ly 
dangerous . 

By last C h r i s t m a s t h o u g h the 
plans were s tar t ing to condense and 
we had five people interested, all o f 

us IC students . W e b o u g h t a m a p of Nepa l , f ash ioned 
the ' t rekk ing peaks' f r o m bhi-tae a n d s t i uk them on the 

m a p , (T rekk ing peaks are a set o f 
a p p a r e n t l y r a n d o m l y se lected 
m e d i u m size m o u n t a i n s w i th a f fo rd ­
able peak fees). O n e area s tood o u t 
- the R o l w a l i n g va l ley - w h i c h 
nc ludes three t r ekk i ng peaks, gave 

sensible acc l ima t i sa t ion and a g o o d 
var ied trek. 

The p rospec t o f t rave l l ing ha l f 
np^fjetenjiThoms* w a y a ( T 0 S S t | l e g | 0 be to c l i m b in the 
wor ld ' s h ighest m o u n t a i n s sti l l seemed m o r e o f a f a n ­

tasy than an i n t e n t i o n , that is un t i l we wro t e a detailed: 
prospectus and a p p l i e d to the IC Exp lo ra t i on Board for 
f und ing They approved the plan a n d gave US 1:3000 W e 
f o u n d a s ixth c l i m b e r con tac t ed ^ a g e n c y i n K a d i * 

Imandi t and thete was n o g o t o * back 

T r e k k i n g i n t h e V a l l e y 

W e d e p a r t e j y i f the end ot Septemhet in o rde r to trek 
in d i e dry,|?bst m o n s o o n season. A l o n g and c o m p l i -

n e y took us to N e p a l s capita l K a t h m a n d u , 
w h r f F J l i e r e W i l s s o mut:\i t 0 F>uy and organise that we -

: to suffer f r o m cu l tu re shock, and even d ia r rhoea , 
e 

u g h t 
10 U g h 

f o o d a n d 
e q « i p -
m e m f o r 
an eft t i re 
r e g i n i j j n t 
of the 
G h u r k a 
a r t f | y . 
h i r ed t w o 
s h e r p a s 
two cooks, 
e i g h t 
p o r t e r s 
and a bus 
a n d 
h e a d e d 
t o w a r d s 
Tibet. 

A t a 
litt le t o w n ( • R ^ * * * „ . ^ ® s * , „ J I F Photo:Alan Geer 
c a l l e d Head sherpa Pasang checking the 
B a r a b i s e weight o f one o f the porter 's baskets 

Twenty thousand feet u p o n top o f Parchanio 

we tipped everything out onto the road and watched 
helpless as chaos ensued. Out of the maelstrom emerged 
thirteen porters Vimh fully loaded carrying baskets 
attached by a i opesu ound their torehea$J& and we were 
Off?' 

Thff i ! f^^^rPhi i^||e^ steeply upwards through 
-green paddv tieids and past little houses and villages. 
.Already we had cncot«n|« . t three unexpected problems 
- ihiense heat, ma||prare maps and very irritating lit­
tle children If 

The next tew weeks were spent gradually climbing 
throughJusli green valleys, to,reach rhe Rolwaling 
proper, fne'trail d'dssed dramatic suspension bridges, 
passed gigantic waterfalls and plunged up and down 

s l i p p e r y 
..rock faces. 
The giant 
r o l l i n g 
hills were 
c o v e r e d 

• e v e r y ­
w h e r e 
with little 
t e r r a c e d 
fields and 
the tiny 
houses of 
the farm­
ers. The 
l o c a l s 
were curi­
ous, but 
f r i e n d l y 
and very 
h e l p f u l 
and our 
s h e r p a s 

Kwangde seen f r o m the Everest valley treated us 
like roy­

alty un t i l it became embar rass ing . 
As we ascended the steep-sided R o l w a l i n g val ley 

w i th its power fu l river, the scenery began to change. W e 
s o o n left the s teamy sub-tropica l j ung les b e h i n d and 
progressed t h r o u g h dec i duous w o o d l a n d to sc rubby 
r h o d o d e n d r o n s and j un ipe r . Few tourists v is i t here, and 
it is as authent ic a sherpa sett lement 
a s y o u w i l l find. The houses are smal l 
and s imp l e and the locals cul t ivate 
potatoes and raise yaks . W h e n we 
reach the h ighest vi l lage, N a , we are 
we l l above the tree l ine and the res­
idents have deserted fo r the w in te r . 

F r o m th is a i r y spot , w e 
launched an excurs ion to c l i m b two 
peaks - Ya lung Ri and the u n f o r t u ­
nately n a m e d R a m d u n g . W h i l e the 
f i rst w e n t we l l , o u r progress on the 
second was hampered by deep s n o w 
a n d m i s l e a d i n g maps , a n d i t was 
s u m m i t t e d o n l y on the s e c o n d 
a t t empt by the exped i t i on 'B-team'. 

B u o y e d up by o u r success fu l 
a t tempts on ou r fust leal lumalavas 
we started the g r u e l l i n g trek to the l o p of the val ley 

: : a s r d l S ^ k e n ji^di: :srbiry glaciers. C a m p i n g in precari-
o i s spots we had ro be wan, ot stone fall and were lucky 
enough to witness a d ramat i c avalanche |iist tar enough 
away no t to pose any dange i By the t ime we reached 
the h igh Tesi Labsra pass w e were exhausted and c o n ­
tused f r o m the a l t i tude and sun l igh t , but had made it 
over the n o t o r i o u s cross ing w i t h o u t i nc iden t . 

A f te r the P a r c h a m o c l i m b , we qu i ck l y d r o p p e d 
d o w n in to the K l u i m b u (Everest) val ley wh i ch in c o n ­
trast is t e em ing w i t h m o s t l y A m e r i c a n trekkcrs a r m e d 
w i t h f l a i l ing ski poles . The k l u i m b u has done we l l f r o m 
m o u n t a i n e e r i n g (Everest a t tempts pass t h rough here) 
and the houses are large and s t rong , tea houses, shops, 
schools and even surgeries are p lent i fu l on the wel l bui l t 
t ra i l a n d i t was w i t h a s l ight sense o f 
d i s a p p o i n t m e n t that we re-entered 
c i v i l i s a t i on w i t h its cafes, e lect r ic 
l ights and real toi lets. 

W e st i l l had one m o r e peak to 
try, w h i c h lies h igh up on the west 
of the trai l in a. l i tt le-visited val ley 
cal led E u m d i n g Karka: A n in fu r i a t ing 
few days spent getting lost and hack­
i ng t h r o u g h r h o d o d e n d r o n forest 
f ina l l y rook us to o u r des t i na t i on , 
t owe r i ng above w h i c h was the tr ip le 
m o u n t a i n Kwangde . By now . w i n t e r 
was set t ing in and the n ights were 
get t ing co ld and the days shorter . 
A f t e r some debate, on l y t w o m e m ­
bers wan ted to a t t empt the c l i m b 
wh i ch was die mos t di f f icul t so far. They found the geog­
raphy massively changed since the m a p was w r i t t en , 
w i t h a new lake b l o ck ing the way to t w o of the three 
peaks. T u r n i n g the i r a t t en t ion to the t h i r d , Kwangde 
N u p , A l a n and T o m set up an even-yet-sti l l-higher 
c a m p and w e n t fo r it. 

O n the day o f the c l i m b , A l a n was i l l leaving just 
Tom and sherpa Pasang. They made a bo ld a t tempt , bu t 
f o u n d the glac ier bad ly crevassed. A f te r hav ing nego t i ­
ated several very steep ice steps, they were f i na l l y 
thwar ted by a huge crevasse j u s t a h u n d r e d vert ica l 
meters f r o m the s u m m i t . 

Avalanche on Bigphera Go Shar 

Reflections 

Flying back to K a t h m a n d u f r o m a m i n u t e airstr ip in 
an aging Twin-Otter left us some spare t ime to reflect on 
the t r ip . It's d i f f i cu l t to imag ine a coun t r y less s imi l a r to 
England than Nepa l , social ly, cu l tura l ly and geograph i ­
cally W h i l e c l i m b i n g in the H imalayas was a wonde r fu l 
experience, it's the fr iendly , u n c o m p l i c a t e d att i tude and 
infect ious cheerfulness of the Nepalese that I'll r e m e m ­
ber] The respect and tolerance generated by H i n d u and 
Buddhis t w o r s h i p , the happy at t i tude of locals w h o 
were poor but not worr ied about it and the truly different 
art and cu l ture of Nepa l - these are w h a t set the exper i ­
ence apart. W i l l I return to Nepa l ? You can be sure of it! 

Photo: Alan Geer 

Approach ing the col near Ramdung 

Find out more on our website: 
www.geocities.com/colosseum/park/7885 
Thanks to the Imperial College Exploration 
Board for their generous support. 

http://www.geocities.com/colosseum/park/7885
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Film 

The Siege * * * 
Starring : Denzel Washington, Annette Bening, Bruce Willis, Tony Shalhoub 
Director: Edward Zwick 

25 January 1999 

A s far as H o l l y w o o d is c o n c e r n e d , 
action-thril ler is u n d o u b t e d l y the 
g e n r e to b e in right n o w . L o o k at 

the l ikes o f Enemy of the State - k i ng o f 
the h i g h o c t a n e a c t i on m o v i e Jerry 
B ruckhe imer p r o d u c e s a f i lm w i th plot 
and subs tance . It's e ven got g o o d act­
ing. Similarly, Ronin a n d e v e n Star Trek: 
Insurrection e s c h e w e d e x p l o s i o n s a n d 
bodycoun t in favour o f t e n s i o n , bel iev-
ability and plot. Sure, the i r w e r e s o m e 
(excel lent) set p ieces , but t h e s e are dr i ­
v en m o r e by the n e e d s o f the h i g h ­
t e ch , h igh-danger s tory l ine t h a n t h e 
p r o d u c e r ' s d e m a n d that y o u b l o w 
s o m e t h i n g up every th ree m i n u t e s . 

So it is w i th The Siege. It's got B ruce 
Willis In it. It's got a hel l o f a lot o f ter­
rorists in it. It's e ven got the US A r m y 
pa t ro l l ing t h e streets o f B rook l yn . Yet 
what Initially s o u n d s like a b l o o d c o a t e d 
no-brainer qu ick ly s h o w s itself t o be far 
m o r e pol i t ical ly aware , far m o r e t ense 
and far m o r e surpr i s ing t h a n y o u might 
at first i m a g i n e . 

W a s h i n g t o n is a n FBI a g e n t w h o , by 
track ing d o w n o n e set o f a rab terrorists 
u n c o v e r s a m a s s i v e w e b o f I s lamic 
extremists p repared to destroy N e w York. 

That's two deep-pan perrerronl and mushroom. To go. 

H e takes ass i s tance f r om a CIA s p o o k 
(Ben ing) w h o h a p p e n s to cross his path, 
but to no avail , a n d s o o n the a rmy is 
ca l led in to d e f e n d the city - unde r the 
l eade rsh ip o f Will is. Sudden l y the m o v i e 
shifts into gear, as the sys temat ic back-
s t abb ing (wh ich the m o v i e s w o u l d have 

us be l i eve is e n d e m i c in the US unde r ­
cover security system) sets in. Willis clearly 
doesn ' t trust B e n i n g , thanks to her d u b i ­
ous role in the Gu l f War. W a s h i n g t o n 
doesn ' t trust Will is, be l i e v ing that b r i ng ­
ing tanks o n t o the streets can on ly result 
in v i o l ence . A n d W a s h i n g t o n ' s long-suf­

f e r i ng par tner ( Sha lhoub) doesn ' t trust 
a n y o n e w h e n t h e a rmy start se t t ing up 
i n t e r n m e n t c a m p s . Basical ly, it's para ­
n o i a city. 

But if all that s o u n d s typical ly Hol ly­
w o o d - c h e e r i n g o n A m e r i c a as it f lattens 
the rest of the w o r l d - t h e n th ink aga in . 
T h e s e n a t o r w h o s u g g e s t s " b o m b i n g 
t h e shit " ou t o f L ibya, Iran or Iraq in retal ­
iat ion is instantly s h o u t e d d o w n , and the 
final half-hour resolutely sets out to prove 
that te r ror i sm is a state o f m i n d , not a 
nat ional i ty . The on l y p r o b l e m Is that y o u 
k n o w y o u ' v e s e e n e a c h s c e n e d o n e bet­
ter s o m e w h e r e e lse . The surve i l l ance in 
Enemy of the Stare was light years ahead , 
the nego t i a t i on h u n g o n a sharper knife-
e d g e in The Negotiator, a n d the c a m e o 
f r o m Bill C l i n ton w a s far m o r e enter ta in ­
i n g in Contact 

The real p r o b l e m w i th The Siege. 
howeve r , is that it's deep l y sea ted in the 
A m e r i c a n p s y c h e . In Eu rope , w h e r e 
we ' r e far m o r e used to terrorist atrocities, 
a n d d i d n ' t d e m a n d that t h e t r o o p s 
m a r c h e d into L o n d o n w h e n the Canary 
Whar f b o m b e x p l o d e d , it just s e e m s like 
overk i l l . Q 

Dave 

Meet Joe Black * * * * 
Starring : Brad Pitt, Anthony Hopkins, Claire Forlani 
Director: Martin Brest 

A n early c and ida t e for mos t biz-
zare plot c o n c e p t o f 1999, Meet 
Joe Black is n o t h i n g if not o r i g i ­

nal . For starters, at $100 mi l l i on its far 
a n d away the mos t e x p e n s i v e r o m a n c e 
ever f i l m e d - w i th not an ef fect in s ight . 
Secondly , it stars Brad Pitt as Dea th . 
O n e o f the w o r l d ' s mos t i do l i s ed m e n , 
p lay ing the g r im reaper . In terest ing. 

As ideas for a r o m a n c e g o , this is 
pretty o f f the wa l l , w i t h dea th d e c i d i n g 
to c o m e to Earth, to f ind out w h a t b e i n g 
h u m a n is all abou t . H e takes up resi ­
dence in A n t h o n y Hopk ins palatial h o m e 
(you can see w h e r e the b u d g e t wen t ) , 
o n the u n d e r s t a n d i n g that h e w o n ' t kill 
Hopk ins whi lst he learns a b o u t mortal ity. 

What he doesn ' t real ise, howeve r , is 
that the p rev ious o w n e r o f the b o d y h e 
has taken has met H o p k i n s ' d augh t e r , 
Forlani. That very m o r n i n g , t hey m e t in a 
diner , a n d Forlani b e g a n t o fall in love 
w i th the real Pitt. (Watch out for w h a t 
h a p p e n s in t h e f ina l s e c o n d s o f t h e 
scene, as its wor th the price o f adm i s s i on 
a lone. ) Suf f ice to say, s h e is very con-

Death claearly knows all the best holldayspots. 

f u sed w h e n Pitt turns up at her father 's 
h o u s e that e ven ing . . . 

Admi t t ed l y , o n paper this p robab ly 
s o u n d s like pretty cheesy , ent irely pre­
dictable stuff. However , thanks to brilliant 
p e r f o r m a n c e s f r o m all th ree leads, wha t 

results is u n a s h a m e d l y romant i c . A d d to 
that the fact that the e n d i n g is far f r o m 
pred ic tab le , a n d the w h o l e t h i n g looks 
abso lu te l y g o r g e o u s , a n d you ' v e got a 
t o p f i lm. Ch i ck flick? Yeah - so what? Q 

Dave 

Film 
Competition 

Last w e e k ' s f i lm c o m p e t i t i o n p roved far 
harder t han I had first i m a g i n e d , w i th 
only a handfu l of entrants correctly iden ­
t i fy ing t h e four ac tors w h o have so far 
p l ayed A n n a k i n Skywalker in the Star 
Wars mov ies . The correct answer was, of 
cou r se : 

David Prowse (Body of Darth Vader) 
James Earl Jones (Voice of darth Vader) 

Sebastian Shaw (Return of the Jedl) 
Jake Lloyd (The Phantom Menace) 

The first five correct entries out o f the hat 
this w e e k w e r e f r o m : 

Vicky Hudson 
Steve Roberts 
Anne Lyndon 

Jamie Clydesdale 
Adam Scoot 

C o u l d all p r i s ew inne r s p lease d rop into 
the Felix o f f i ce (in the south-east corner 
o f Beit Q u a d ) s o m e t i m e this w e e k to 
co l lec t the i r p r izes . Thanks . 



"...consistently intelligent, 
illuminating and engrossing." 

geoff andrew - time out 

Thanks to his 
two girlfriends, 
Blake's about 
to learn a new 

sexual position. 
Honesty. 
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IN FLAME 
Bush Theatre 

S i tuated a b o v e the Fringe & Firkin 
pub , the Bush thea t re p rov ides a 
cosy a n d casual e n v i r o n m e n t for 

v i e w i n g innovat ive , c o n t e m p o r a r y p ro ­
duct ions. Bil led as " a play a b o u t a beauty, 
a f rump, a m a d m o t h e r , a d e a d gir l , a n 
idiot, a ca l am i tous boy a n d a h a n d s o m e 
stranger" (qui te a m o u t h f u l but e n o u g h 
variety to p e a k a n y o n e ' s cur ios i ty ) , In 
Flame by Cha r l o t t e J ones is fantas t i c . 
After severa l dr inks at the bar, the a u d i ­
e n c e r e s p o n d e d s p o n t a n e o u s l y to the 
witty script, s ympa the t i c charac te rs a n d 
unpred i c t ab l e twists o f the plot . 

The play exp lo res the re la t ionsh ip 
b e t w e e n past a n d present , a l te rna t ing 
b e t w e e n m o d e r n day London and Edwar­
d ian Yorkshi re . The paral lel story l ines 
l i nked by fami ly t ies, o f t en invo l v ing the 
s a m e actors , a re ski l ful ly and logical ly 
i n te r tw ined , a v o i d i n g any risk o f c o n f u ­
s ion . As the play un fo lds , the cont ras t ing 
parts - s o m e ec cen t r i c , others m u n d a n e , 
but all r e cogn i s ab l y h u m a n - interact. 
The result is an enchan t i ng concoc t i on o f 
conv inc ing drama, interspersed with g e n ­
u ine c o m i c m o m e n t s . 

The s impl is t ic , abstract set serves as 

a neutra l b a c k g r o u n d , s m o o t h i n g the 
trans i t ion b e t w e e n scenes , s epa ra ted in 
t ime by n inety years. 

Publ ic s ympa thy wavers w i th e a c h 
th r i l l i ng r e ve l a t i on , b r i n g i n g p e r s o n a l 
i n vo l vemen t lo a n e w d i m e n s i o n . The 
capt i va t ing d e n o u e m e n t i n d u c e d gasps 
of surprise f rom the aud ience , as the final 
p i eces o f the p u z z l e fell into p lace . In 
Flame is e legant ly craf ted a n d f lows at a 
natural pace , m a i n t a i n i n g your interest 
unti l the very last b rea th . 

Helena 

Unti l 6th February 

Nearest tube : G o l d h a w k Road/Shepherds 
Bush 
P e r f o r m a n c e t imes : M o n d a y - Saturday, 
8 p m 
Tickets: £10, c o n c e s s i o n s £7 

LORD OF THE FLIES 
Lyric Theatre Hammersmith 

W i l l i am G o l d i n g ' s N o b e l Prize-
w i n n i n g n o v e l p u b l i s h e d in 
1954 is a m o d e r n classic, forget 

for a m o m e n t that this b o o k is a f am i l ­
iar favour i te o f GCSE r e a d i n g lists. This 
s c a t h i n g por t raya l o f s o c i e t y is i n g e ­
n ious ly d i sgu i s ed as a fab le . M a r o o n e d 
on a deser ted , exot ic is land after a p l ane 
crash, a g r o u p o f s e e m i n g l y i n n o c e n t 
a n d d i s c i p l i n e d s c h o o l b o y s is t rans ­
f o r m e d into a tr ibe o f b loodth i r s t y a n d 
m u r d e r o u s savages . 

As y o u w i t n e s s t h e horr i f i c m e t a ­
morphos i s o f h u m a n nature, a f ee l i ng of 
eer ie d i s comfor t a n d p r o f o u n d d isgust 
s w e e p s over y o u . The e x c i t e m e n t o f 
escap ing f r om the grasp o f author i ty dis ­
integrates into b l o o d c u r d l i n g terror a n d 
anarchy. Even d u r i n g the interval , t he 
aud ience is haun ted by the shrill b u z z i n g 
o f insec ts r e s o u n d i n g f r o m a l o u d ­
speaker ( e n o u g h to put a n y o n e o f f their 
ice-cream). 

A handfu l of scantly c lad adul t actors 
pranc ing a round the stage p lay ing snotty 
ch i ldren m igh t s e e m r id i cu lous , yet the 
p e r f o r m a n c e is t h o r o u g h l y c o n v i n c i n g , 

largely d u e to the cast 's o f t en exagger ­
a ted in terpre ta t ion o f boy i sh m a n n e r ­
isms, facia l exp ress i ons a n d postures . 

The c o n c e p t o f m a s c u l i n i t y is 
d e g r a d e d by the o v e r w h e l m i n g obses ­
s i o n w i t h h u n t i n g , f u e l l e d by i l lusory 
n i g h t m a r e s , w h i c h g radua l l y r ep l aces 
their survival inst inct a n d expec t a t i on of 
rescue . The l e a d i n g characters sp r ing to 
life - Ra lph, the w e l l - m e a n i n g leader . 
P iggy, the vu lne rab le v ic t im o f merc i less 
t e a s i ng a n d M e r r i d e w , the th rea tn ing 
to rmen to r . The brutal des t ruc t ion o f the 
m e t a p h o r i c m i c r o c o s m is s h o c k i n g a n d 
though t-p rovok ing . The ene rge t i c pro ­
d u c t i o n is ex t reme ly powe r fu l , basical ly 
spe l l i ng d o o m a n d g l o o m for m a n k i n d . 

Helena 

Unti l 6th February 

Neares t t u b e : H a m m e r s m i t h 
P e r f o r m a n c e t imes : daily (except Sun ­
day) 7 .30pm 
Tickets: £5 - E l 6 ( M o n d a y s all seats £5) 
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Etcetera Theatre 

L ove's Labours Lost is by n o m e a n s 
the greatest o f Shakespeare ' s plays. 
S o m e o f the characters are a lmos t 

dress rehearsa ls for fu tu re c o u p l e s in 
his later works . The a c t i ng is certa in ly 
g o o d . This is rather fo r tunate , as there is 
very little else for the pe r f o rmance to rely 
o n . The set consists o f a f e w strategical ly 
p l a c e d p i e c e s o f g r e e n - p a i n t e d c a r d ­
board, and the cos tumes and l ight ing are 
def in i te ly min ima l i s t . The cast is rather 
sma l l , a n d the r e are m o r e cha rac t e r s 
than actors; if y o u can get over the fact 
that s o m e o f the actors a p p e a r to be 
sch izophren ic (because they occas ional ly 
c o m e o n in d i f fe rent c o s t u m e s w i th dif­
ferent accents ) , y o u s h o u l d be just f ine . 

The a c t i o n t akes p l a c e in 1920s 
B l o o m s b u r y s o c i e t y (a m o d e r n i s a t i o n 
that w o r k s m o d e r a t e l y wel l ) , w i t h m is ­
g u i d e d n o b l e m e n d e d i c a t e d to inte l lec ­
tual pursuits abs ta in ing f r o m w o m a n k i n d 
on ly to have the i r p l ans t h w a r t e d by 
resource fu l f ema l e s . 

There are the usual benef i ts of fr inge 
thea t r e p r o d u c t i o n s s i tua ted a b o v e a 
p u b in that y o u can take your dr inks into 
the a u d i t o r i u m ; on ly the very c r a m p e d 
sea t i ng c o n d i t i o n s m e a n that y o u wi l l 
p robab l y e n d up sit t ing o n top o f your 
n e i g h b o u r a n d sp i l l i ng you r glass (to 
s o m e o f y o u , this may s o u n d like an 
idea l n ight out!) . M o s t c o m i c m o m e n t s 
lie w i th the o b s c u r e Spaniard w h o w a n ­
ders o n a n d of f stage, a n d can d o a m a z ­
i n g th ings w i th his left e y e b r o w . This 
spi r i ted c o m e d y is w o r t h a visit, but this 
isn't g o i n g to c h a n g e your life. 

Anna 

Unt i l 31st January 

Neares t t u b e : C a m d e n T o w n 
Tickets: £7, c o n c e s s i o n s £5 
P e r f o r m a n c e t imes : Tuesday - Saturday 
7 p m , Sunday 6 p m 

Th e A l m e i d a Theatre C o m p a n y c o n ­
t inues its exc i t ing s e a s o n w i th this 
s t ag ing of Vassa by M a x i m Gorky, a 

p iece rarely s een in Britain. The play is set 
in a p rov inc i a l Russ i an t o w n h o u s e , 
o w n e d by a typical fami ly b e l o n g i n g to 
the n e w c o m m e r c i a l class, w h e r e the 
" h o u s e s are m a d e of s tone - a n d the 
p e o p l e o f i ron " . The centra l character o f 
the story is Vassa , the m o t h e r o f the 
family. She is the head of the h o u s e h o l d , 
s ince her h u s b a n d is bed-r idden, a n d 
runs the i r 30-year-old b u s i n e s s . She 
o rde rs e v e r y o n e a r o u n d l ike a tyrant: 
her t w o sons-are bo th aff l icted by h a n d ­
icaps. Pavel, the youngest is a cripple that 
e ve ryone , i n c l u d i n g his beaut i fu l w i f e 
Lyudmi l la , m o c k s . S e m y o n , the e ldest 
can't express h imse l f p roper l y b e c a u s e 
h e is so scared o f his mo the r . His w i f e , 
Nata lya, is a bril l iant c rea t ion - a w o m a n 
w h o be l i eves in her va lues so b l ind ly 
that it is funny . A f ew o ther characters 
live in the h o u s e too - Vassa 's brother-in-
law Prokhor , Lyudmi l la ' s fa ther a n d a 
f e w servants w h o s p e n d all their t ime 
e a v e s d r o p p i n g . 

T h e s tory b e g i n s to u n f o l d c o m ­
p le te l y w h e n Vassa ' s d a u g h t e r A n n a 
appears . She had been thrown out of the 
house about 10 years be fore a n d , o n her 
arrival, rece ives a very w a r m w e l c o m e . 
E ve r yone starts d a n c i n g a r o u n d t h e 
h o u s e . A n n a a n d V a s s a d e c i d e to 
b e c o m e all ies and d iscover all the f a m ­
ily's d e e p e s t secrets and plans. W e f ind 
out that Prokhor wan ts to w i t h d r a w his 
inves tment in the bus iness a n d leave. 
Every s i n g l e p e r s o n in t h e f am i l y Is 
u n h a p p y and A n n a ' s p r e sence serves as 

a catalyst to the w h o l e s i tuat ion . They all 
f ee l e n c o u r a g e d to l eave Vassa . The 
father f ina l ly d i e s a n d the h o u s e h o l d 
b r e a k s d o w n w h e n they rea l i se that 
Vassa inher i ts all t h e bus iness . Her sons ' 
d r e a m s o f g o i n g to M o s c o w w i th their 
o w n m o n e y co l l apse . 

The story is a f asc ina t ing attack on 
materialistic va lues and their inf luence on 
fami l ies . G o r k y takes p l easure in s h o w ­
ing the worst in h u m a n be ings . Vassa has 
abso lu te l y n o sympa thy for her ch i ld ren . 
S h e is a n e x t r e m e l y s t r o n g w o m a n , 
h e l p e d by her daugh te r . Vassa 's t ragedy 
is that she is f i gh t i ng for her family , but 
at the s a m e t ime against t hem. Whatever 
s h e d o e s , s h e c o m e s across as a heart­
less matr iarch w h o is o b s e s s e d only w i th 
pe r sona l interests . 

The play is very we l l s t aged w i th 
on ly o n e d e c o r t h r o u g h o u t the three 
acts, t h e actors are perfect . She i l a H a n ­
cock m a k e s an in tense Vassa, David Ten-
nant 's Pavel is p r o f o u n d l y d e t e r m i n e d 
a n d the o the rs artists play their parts 
splendidly . Vassa and A n n a create a w o n ­
der fu l d u o , car ry ing mos t of the perfor ­
m a n c e o n the i r s h o u l d e r s . H o w a r d 
Dav ies d o e s a great j o b o f d i rec t ing the 
e n e r g y o f t hese t w o w o m e n . I his is the ­
atre at its m o s t en te r t a in ing . 

D. 

Unt i l 27th M a r c h 

Neares t t u b e : Le icester Square 
Tickets: S t andby for c o n c e s s i o n s £10 
P e r f o r m a n c e t imes : M o n d a y - Saturday, 
7 .30pm 

VASSA 
Albery Theatre 
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Thief - The Dark Project (PC) 
Eidos • • • • • 

Like a th ief in the night , y o u sto le my 
heart. We l l , if it wasn ' t b o l t e d d o w n a n d 
h o u s e d in a l ead- l ined b o x o u t s i d e 
Euston stat ion this g a m e w o u l d d o just 
that. But e n o u g h o f m y pe r sona l l i fe; 
Thief : The Dark Project (to g ive it its 
rather l o n g a n d not all that he lp fu l s u b ­
title) is a c o m p l e t e steal o f a g a m e . K e e p 
your mass m u r d e r i n g Q u a k e ser ies , for ­
get the subt le interact ion of Half-life char­
acters just r e m e m b e r a b o v e all to k e e p 
t o t h e s h a d o w s a n d a b o v e al l k e e p 
stealthy in this or iginal first-person action-
adventure . 

So h o w or ig inal is or iginal? The m a i n 
character Garrett w a s o n c e a petty cut-
purse, w h o after d o i n g a bit o f t ra in ing 
w i th the local h o o d e d myst ics w h o call 
t hemse l ves the wa t che r s (or s o m e t h i n g 
equal ly mystic) , has b e c o m e a maste r o f 
evas ion, w e a p o n s a n d has t h e u n n e r v i n g 
abil ity to nick a n y t h i n g not na i l ed d o w n . 
Apart f r om the k l e p t o m a n i a e l e m e n t it 

sme l l s 
awfu l l y 
l ike a 
cer ta in 
N in j a 
g a m e 
ca l led 
T e n c h u 
o n t h e 
Playsta­
t i on . 
Sme l l , 
yes,-
taste, no . 
Pe rhaps 
there is a certa in n e e d to use stealth and 
in te l l i gence . A g a m e w h e r e r u n n i n g in 
w i th a pair o f s ize e l e ven pixie boo t s 
gives the w r o n g impress ion but sneak ing 
up f r o m t h e s h a d o w s a n d s m a c k i n g 
t h e m over the h e a d w i th a bit o f lead in 
a leather b a g cuts out the n e e d for all 
t hose nasty e m b a r a s s i n g first n ight c o n ­

versat ions . But w h y 
s h o u l d i n t e l l i gen t 
g a m e play b e l im ­
i ted to a n y o n e 
g a m e ? A n y w a y , 
k i l l ing p e o p l e in this 
g a m e is g e n e r a l l y 
f r o w n e d u p o n 
( t h o u g h take h e e d 
o f the genera l l y bit). 

Set in o n e o f 
those t h o u s a n d s o f 
a l t e rna t e w o r l d s 
w h e r e s w o r d s a n d 
m a g i c exist, t h o u g h 
never in a state o f 

perfect 
h a r m o n y , 
Garrett has 
b e e n 
e m p l o y e d 
to d o a 
f e w j o b s 
for a mys­
te r ious 
character 
cal led C o n ­
s tant ino . 
T h e s e j o b s 
invo lve 
g e t t i n g in 

a n d out of bu i l d ings w i thou t at t ract ing 
t o o m u c h a t t e n t i o n f r o m t h e g u a r d s 
e i ther p l o d d i n g the beat r o u n d t o w n or 
actual ly g u a r d i n g the h o u s e . The best 
w a y to d o this is to h ide f r o m t h e m . 
Ex t ingu i sh ing c a n d l e s a n d l amps w i th 
your water a r rows a n d y o u create your 
o w n s h a d o w s to skulk in. P lace m o s s o n 
the f l o o r to 
d e a d e n your foot ­
steps. If y o u really 
have to take t h e m 
out it is p o s s i b l e 
a n d a g o o d dea l 
safer to d o it at 
r a n g e . The b o w 
b e c o m e s t h e 
sn iper w e a p o n o f 
cho i c e a n d a n ice 
c l ean a r row in the 
n e c k w i l l s i l e n c e 
the most annoy ing 
o f g u a r d s (if y o u 
miss, t he gua rd is 

a bit m i f f ed a n d a t tempts to s h o w you 
the co l ou r o f your s t o m a c h l in ing) . 

The levels a rc very large, a n d w i th 
the d y n a m i c l i gh t ing ef fects and poly­
g o n s m a k i n g up the s u r r o u n d i n g s they 
are graph ica l l y impress i ve . G o o d as the 
graph i cs are, it is the use o f s o u n d that 
is really o r ig ina l . T h r o w a bott le o n t o the 
f loor a n d if the g u a r d hears it, they wil l 
inves t igate the b a n g s a n d clatters (an 
Ideal o p p o r t u n i t y to s e n d a guard the 
w r o n g w a y for a f e w minutes ) . Vo i ces 
g r o w loude r as they a p p r o a c h , and can 
be used to t ime your attacks. For the first 
t ime , it m a k e s m o r e s ense to l isten for 
e n e m i e s rather than p o p r o u n d corners 
to l o o k for t h e m . Th ie f has m a n a g e d to 
steal the title o f inte l l igent ac t ion a d v e n ­
turer f r o m bo th the b u s o m e d Lara a n d 
the fully kitted Ninja . Whe the r Meta l Gear 
Sol id wi l l just l e a p f r o g t h e m all wil l be a 
c o m p e t i t i o n w o r t h w a t c h i n g . 

Gary S. 

Competition News 
Activision Christmas Combos 

Thanks to Beatwax 

Gradunet Competit ion 
(Not quite dead) 

for t hose lucky, lucky fo lks that d e c i d e d to risk all by c o m i n g into the Felix o f f i ce 
and te l l ing all a b o u t the i r X m a s l ogs your pr izes are f inal ly here . You k n o w w h o y o u 
all are - we l l hope fu l l y y o u r e m e m b e r t h e b r o w n paper list. Just c o m e to the of f i ce 
a n d s h o w m e your s tuden t card a n d t h o s e little packages of de l ight wi l l be yours . 
A n d finally but not de f ina te l y not least, t hanks to G u y at Beatwax for sor t ing us out 
wi th the pr izes , a n d A n n a for t h e Here t i c2 event at the Shoot ' n ' Surf just off O x f o r d 
St. So for all those w h o d idnt w i n , he re ' s wha t y o u c o u l d have w o n if y o u had only 
bo the red to c o m e into the o f f i c e . . heh h e h . 

o f ^ a i c f i j o o t 
B̂BJB̂ Bf (BJ ^BBP™? ^BBBfW ^BBW^P BP BW ̂ BBBW '̂ ^BW? 

U m i r 
v i r f c u a / c a r e e r s o f f i c e 

Those guys f r o m G r a d u n e t havent c l o sed the c o m p e t i t i o n for t hose 5 playstat ions. 
So en te r i ng it m igh t we l l b e a c h a n c e to w i n a late Chr i s tmas present . 

Entry detai ls : 
To enter the c o m p e t i t i o n , jo in f ree o n the F r i end fac to ry w e b s i t e (www.fr iendfac- 
tory.co.uk) then fill in the compe t i t i on entry card o n G r a d u n c t (www.gradunet .co.uk) . 

O n c e reg is tered on F r i endfac to ry you wi l l have a n e w f r i endFac to ry ema i l address . 
S imply enter this address into the c o m p e t i t i o n card o n G r a d u n c t and n a m e three 
g a m e titles for the p laystat ion. C o m p e t i t i o n c loses in Early Feb 1999 

On l y o n e entry per pe r son . Te rms a n d c o n d i t i o n s app ly . 

B9Q3) Vt* 

http://www.friendfac-
http://tory.co.uk
http://www.gradunet.co.uk
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Gadget Watch - Gameboy Color (Nintendo) 

The G a m e b o y has b e e n abou t forever- or 
so it s e e m s . First the re w a s t h e br i ck 
s h a p e d , battery hungry , f u z z y s c r e e n e d 
Gameboy . The b a n c of fami ly get toge th ­
e r everywhere , w h e r e little t en year o lds 
w o u l d b l e e p a n d b e e p the i r w a y to a n 
early bed t ime . Then there w a s the pocket 
gameboy . The n e w sleek, clear s c r e e n e d 
toy for all t h o s e w h o had g r o w n up w i th 
the bricks, but had n o w all rea l i sed that 
f o rm w a s a b o v e f u n c t i o n . T h e s e little 
p ieces b e c a m e t h e p ro fess iona l nerd ' s 
favour i te travel c o m p a n i o n . T h e n c a m e 
the mul t i co loured pocket vers ions, w h e r e 
silver cases w e r e rep laced wi th co lours of 
the r a i n b o w as we l l as the o d d trans­
parent v e r s i on . 

But for all t h e s e i m p r o v e m e n t s -
we ight , battery l ife, c learer s c r e e n s - the 
g a m e s themse l ves w e r e b lack a n d wh i t e 
- surely not a wor thy produc t to sell in the 
next m i l l e n n i u m . N i n t e n d o t h o u g h had 
a p r o b l e m . The p r o b l e m w a s in m a n y 
ways a p r o b l e m o f its o w n success . So 
m a n y g a m e s (over 1000) h a d b e e n 
brought out for the b lack a n d w h i t e sys­

t e m that if they d e s i g n e d a c o m p l e t e l y 
n e w sys tem they w o u l d have to d e v e l o p 
a w h o l e n e w so f tware library. So N i n ­
t e n d o ins tead have re l eased the G a m e ­
b o y C o l o r . Essent ia l l y it l ooks a n d 
p e r f o r m s like a 
g a m e b o y 
p o c k e t a f te r a 
l a rge d o s e o f 
s te ro ids ( check 
that ba t te ry 
b u l g e at t h e 
b a c k a n d d is ­
agree ) . It plays 
mos t o f the o ld 
r o m s as we l l as 
d o i n g a g o o d 
co l ou r j o b . 

O n e o f the o b v i o u s i m p r o v e m e n t s is 
the n e w sc reen , m a d e by Sharp. G o n e 
are those a n n o y i n g contrast contro ls that 
m e a n t that t i l t ing the s c reen c h a n g e d it 
f r o m nuc lear blast br ight to nuc lear w i n ­
ter black. The sc reen a lso displays the 
co lours perfect ly sharply a n d be l ieve it or 
not the co lou r s d o m a k e a d i f f e rence . 

The s o u n d doesn ' t s e e m to have b e e n 
m e s s e d abou t w i th - t h o u g h m y ve r s ion 
s e e m e d to b e set at a m u c h m o r e c iv i ­
l i zed qu ie t v o l u m e w h e n c o m p a r e d to 
the o ld g a m c b o y pocke t . The da ta l ink 

h a s b e e n 
s p e e d e d up a n d 
they have a d d e d 
an infra-red da t a 
c o n t t o l por t s o 
that you can play 
l i n k e d g a m e s 
w i t h o u t l o o k i n g 

n . I ike a cha rac t e r 
L j l f r o m a t e c h n o -

M H f e . b o n d a g e party, 
i I _ J_ j (pr (but expec t the 

universal r emo te 
cont ro l cart r idge a n d car a la rm d e c o d e r 
stor ies to appea r in the t e c h n o p h o b i c 
parts of the press), f inal ly there is a m o r e 
power fu l processor (so all o f the stero ids 
haven't g o n e straight to the s c reen or to 
its rear), t h o u g h it is ab l e to use a s l o w 
m o d e to prevent the o lder g a m e s b e i n g 
too fast. 

N o h o n e s t - It l ooks g o o d In co lou r 

So w o r t h buy ing? l o r the g a m c b o y 
freaks and cultists a def inate yes - t h o u g h 
s o m e o f t h e s e g u y s p r o b a b l y o w n a 
G a m c b o y l ight (even smal ler than the 
pocket ) . I or t hose w h o get bo red on 
the l o n g j o u r n e y s , a n o t h e r y es ( you 
might e v e n get to w i n d up the a n n o y i n g 
m o b i l e users), to r eve ryone else? Wel l as 
g a d g e t s g o it is neat , b e l o w seven ty 
p o u n d s a n d wi l l k e e p y o u o c c u p i e d 
t h r o u g h the l o n g dark hours . Its great for 
i n s o m n i a c s as we l l as kids, ( t hough the 
i n s o m n i a c s wil l n e e d a torch - the screen 
isn't backlit ) Gary S. 

Preview Ville 2 
Bullfrog and Codemasters attempt to float our boats 

Bullfrog - Dungeon Keeper 2 
In the o ld days, b e f o r e the days o f 3D 
v i d e o ca rds , 
g a m e s had to 
be g o o d u s i n g 
th ings c a l l e d 
spr i tes . A 
g a m e w i thou t 
a s e n s e o f 
h u m o u t w a s a 
g a m e to b e 
played late in 
the e v e n i n g , 
usua l l y by 
yourself . Fortu­
nately g a m e s w i th a s e n s e o f h u m o u r 
w e r e a b o u t in n u m b e r a n d g r o u p s c o u l d 
be seen ga the red r o u n d g a m e s like S a m 

a n d M a x , a n d D u n g e o n Keeper . 
D u n g e o n keeper 

a p p e a l e d to t h e 
s a m e amateur sadists 
that w o u l d tear w ings 
f r o m f l ies a n d 
a t t e m p t to fry ants 
w i t h m a g n i f y i n g 
g lasses . In D u n g e o n 
K e e p e r y o u c r ea t ed 
your o w n d u n g e o n , 
f i l l ed it w i th evi l 
a b o m i n a t i o n s a n d 
dark m i s t r e s ses in 

black leather, a n d then let t h e m d o rather 
nas ty a n d evi l t h i n g s to h e r o e s a n d 
adven tu re r s that w a n d e r e d in. Rumour s 

a b o u n d e d that there w e r e vers ions d e e p 
at bul l f rog towers fi l led w i th true po l ygon 
c rea tu res rather 
t h a n the dissa-
p o i n t i n g b l o c k y 
spr i tes that pos ­
sessed our PC's. 

Wel l Bu l l f rog 
have d e c i d e d to 
rec rea t e that 
rumour , a n d the 
b e a u t i f u l po ly ­
g o n s a r c every ­
w h e r e . N o w y o u 
can a l so t ake 
cont ro l o f your characters a n d stuff the 
dwar f by your o w n bile d e m o n ' s f ou l 

c law. The m a g i c c l e m e n t has a lso b e e n 
i m p r o v e d w i t h n e w spe l l s a n d bet ter 

ef fects . Bul l ­
f r og has also 
a n n o u n c e d 
t h e l a u n c h 
o f a D u n ­
g e o n 
K e e p e r 2 
battle server, 
just so y o u 
a n d twe l ve 
f r i ends c an 
c h a s e e a c h 
other 

a r o u n d a virtual dark p lace w i th h o r n e d 
devi ls a n d b o n d a g e girls. N i ce e h Jeff? 

Codemasters - Micromachines 64 Turbo 
The N i n t e n d o 64 is un fo r tuna te l y d e a d 
in the water . In the classic case o f t o o 
little quality, a n d t o o late, C o d e m a s t e r s 
have a n n o u n c e d that M i c r o m a c h i n e s 
64 Turbo wi l l f inal ly m a k e it out in t i m e 
for the Faster ho l idays . 

M i c r o m a c h i n e s , that rather c lass ic 
2D g a m e o n the o l d M e g a d r i v e , m a n ­
a g e d to s p a w n an incred ib ly p layab le 

a n d en joyab l e Playstat ion 3-D ve rs ion 
last year. The N64's 3D capabi l i t ies wi l l 
not have b e e n part icular ly s t re tched 
but w i th up to 8 p e o p l e ab le to play 
expec t it to be ano the r o f t h o s e Go ld-
e n e y e style, ga ther r o u n d the IV, 
e v e r y o n e hav ing f u n g a m e s (just pre­
vent t h o s e bad loser Capr i corns f r om 
tak ing it t o o ser iously ) . 

C I 
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Albums 

Music 

VARIOUS ARTISTS 
Toasted 

Toasted. 
Excellent. 
Full stop. 

I t's a hard life b e i n g a fan of guitar 
m u s i c n o w a d a y s . W h e n y o u mee t 
p e o p l e a n d the talk turns to mus ic , 

y o u real ise that w h e n y o u say y o u like 
to l isten to m u s i c that rocks w i th atti­
t u d e a n d guitars that resona te wi th 
exh i l l a r a t i on , p e o p l e just th ink , ' O h 
right, y o u m e a n , b o r i n g ind ie shi te . ' O n 
dark a n d lone l y n ights in L instead, I've 
lain a w a k e a n d c o n t e m p l a t e d a c h a n g e 
in m y mus i c l ifestyle -1 c o u l d l isten to 
d a n c e m u s i c ins tead . It's f resh. It's i nno ­
vat ive. It ( some t imes ) isn't repet i t ively 
b o r i n g a n d un in sp i r i ng a n d if I l i s tened 
to it l o n g e n o u g h I m igh t e ven f ind 
myse l f actual ly d a n c i n g in the U n i o n 
next to the lovely w o m e n of Imperial 
ins tead o f w a n d e r i n g r o u n d a n d occas-
s iona l l y sp i l l i ng m y drink. D a n c e mus i c . 
It's the w a y fo rwa rd . I'm g o n n a g o for it! 

Y e a h , right. A n d I g u e s s the Pope 
s m o k e s d o p e at Lent! Toasted is a co l ­
l e c t ion o f u n k n o w n artists f r o m Beat-
w a x te l l i ng the pub l i c that the guitar 
s c e n e c an b e insp i r ing a n d up l i f i ng . It's 
thir teen tracks of w h i c h ten or e leven are 
really qu i te perfect p o p s o n g s - s o n g s 
a b o u t love , c igare t tes , break-ups a n d 
fuck-ups. Self-pity hasn ' t felt this g o o d in 
ages . M y faith has b e e n res tored . 

It's a n a b s o l u t e t r agedy that I can't 
m e n t i o n every s ing le b a n d o n this c o m ­
pi lat ion. Mu l t i s c reen ' s Big City Loser c o n ­
tinually threatens to burst into a great b ig 

otgy o f distort ion but pulls away f r om the 
br ink every t ime , res is t ing the u rge a n d 
h e i g h t e n i n g t h e t e n s i o n - br i l l i ant . 
Sketty 's Call Me In shor t c i rcu i ts a n d 
breaks into an utterly un fo rge t t ab l e c h o ­
rus - essent ia l l i s t en ing , f a n c e Ri ley 's 
Genevieve b o b s a l o n g w i t h a j o v i a l , 
funky, d r u g g y H a m m o n d r i f f-very c o o l . 
Veer ' s Another Astronaut m e l d s intel l i ­
gen t guitar p o p sens ib i l i t ies w i th r is ing 
voca l del iveries - superb , f reeboy 's Down 
With You th rows us a mix of Beach Boys' 
h a r m o n i e s a n d r u n a l o n g rush- induc ing 
rhy thms - exce l lent . 

So get yourse l f a n ind ie p ie b e f o r e 
s o m e fat bastard scof fs wha t ' s left. Ge t 
it w h i l e it's got at t i tude. Ge t it w h i l e it's 
hot. Get it wh i l e it's excit ing. Get it be fore 
y o u get fed up . Ge t it w h i l e y o u can . 
C o m e o n kids , treat y o u r s e l v e s . G e t 
Toasted EH 

Dennis. 

GOOBER PATROL 
The Unbearable Lightness Of Being Drunk 

T hese guys are s i g n e d to t h e Fat 
Wreck label w h i c h m e a n s that 
t hose w h o actual ly care a b o u t 

west coast p u n k wi l l a l ready have a n 
idea o f wha t this wi l l b e l ike. Eve ryone 
else p robab l y w o n ' t have a c lue a n d 
p r o b a b l y w o n ' t b e that i n t e r e s t e d 
either. As is usua l for virtual ly every 
b a n d o n Fat Wreck , G o o b e r Patrol h a ve 
taken m o r e than a s l ight i n f l u e n c e f r o m 
NOFX - w h i c h isn't that s u p r i s i n g c o n ­
s ide r ing that Fat M i k e bo th runs the 
label and plays in NOFX . H e e v e n m a n ­
ages to turn up in the l iner no tes . 

Anyway , o n to the a l b u m itself. As I 
said, this is west coast punk. Forget about 
G r e e n Day, Ranc id a n d O f f s p r i n g - this 
isn't o n e o f your over p o p p y a t t empts . 
This is p u n k the w a y it's m e a n t to b e 
played, k ind of. You see the a l b u m starts 
off less than s t u p e n d o u s l y . The s o n g s 
t h e m s e l v e s a re g o o d . H o w e v e r , t h e 
s p e e d o f t h e m u s i c at first is a t ad 
a n n o n y i n g - the rhy thm isn't r ight for 
d a n c i n g nor is it fast e n o u g h for mosh-
ing . It m a n a g e s to fall b e t w e e n the two 
w i th a d i s tu rb ing t e n d e n c y for t h e first 

half o f the a l b u m . The ma in cause o f this 
is b a d p r o d u c t i o n . Punk is m e a n t to be 
s loppi ly p r o d u c e d but w h e n the a l b u m 
reaches the s o n g High Times, the bass 
w i n d s up in the right place in the mix and 
y o u real ise that this is wha t was w r o n g . 
For the rest o f t h e a l b u m all is we l l - the 
b a n d m a n a g e to a l ternate we l l b e t w e e n 
fast a n d s lower sec t ions . Howeve r , the 
first half o f this a l b u m appea r s w o r s e in 
th is l ight , a l t h o u g h th is m a y w e l l b e 
so l ved in a live s i tuat ion w h i c h is a lways 
t h e best p lace to expe r i ence this style of 
m u s i c . 

The s o n g s t h e m s e l v e s t end to have 
a po l i t i ca l s lant m o s t o f the t i m e . 
A l t h o u g h the b a n d d o wr i te a c o u p l e o f 
s o n g s on d r ink ing : 1000th Beer and the 
title track. The o d d t h i n g a b o u t these 
s o n g s is that for o n c e a b a n d has wr i t ten 
a b o u t a l coho l a n d m a n a g e d to appea r 
w i t hou t s t r ong v i ews o n the to dr ink or 
not to dr ink subject - qu i te a rarity really. 
The last s o n g o n the a l b u m , / Forget 
Your Name, is p robab l y the st rongest . 
The b a n d get upset w i th ' t rendy ' bands , 
w h i c h is sl ightly i ronic c o n s i d e r i n g that 

they are a gene r i c b a n d on a label that 
caters for a lmos t exc lus ive ly o n e s o u n d . 

All in all this w o u l d be a g o o d a l b u m 
if it wasn ' t for a d o d g y p r o d u c t i o n j o b . 
The b a n d d o d e s e r v e c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s 
o n a g o o d title t h o u g h , H 

Jamie 

25 January 1999 
Singles 
Muse - Muscle Museum EP 
After a great i n t r o d u c t i o n o f classical 
guitars p lay ing God fa the r mus ic , the dis­
to r t ion k icks in a n d a p r o t e g e o f Thorn 
Y o r k e e n t e r s c r e a t i n g t h e s o u n d o f 
R a d i o h e a d 5 yea r s a g o . Still g o o d , 
t h o u g h . 

Desert Eagle Discs - The Lovers 
This is a h ip-hop s o n g ful l o f the excit­
i ng n e w s o u n d s c o m i n g f r o m this s ide 
o f t h e At lant ic , T h e re l axed Br istol ian 

beats m ix e f for t less ly w i th the yea rn ing 
p lea o f "Why can' t w e be lovers?' but the 
inev i tab le rap f i nds Its w a y in , b e t w e e n 
t h e c h o r u s e s . 

Serum - Know How 
This b a n d is basical ly a load o f a n n o y i n g 
A m e r i c a n c o l l e g e k ids d o i n g their best 
to rip-off G r e e n Day. You ' r e left w i th the 
f e e l i n g that th is is w h a t H a n s o n w i l l 
s o u n d l ike w h e n that little d r u m m e r ' s 
p l u m s d r o p . 

FatBoy Slim - Praise You 
Wel l , y o u probab ly k n o w this song , g iven 
that it's b e e n at n u m b e r 1 recently. 'Bro­
k e n r e c o r d ' is not a t e r m that y o u ' d 
w a n t a p p l i e d to your s o n g , but Praise 
You w i t h Its repet i t i ve s a m p l i n g of the 

*&£ \ ¥ 
end of the word 'should', sounds just 
like one. Of course, those of you who 
have been raving about FatBoy Slim this 
past year will think It's a piece of Inspired 
genius. 

Little Mothers - Your Twisted Sister 
Fusing the stoned trip-hop of Massive 
Attack, the psychedelic drippy beats of 
Primal Scream and some down-to-earth 
vocals from the Jeff Buckley school of 
singing. Little Mothers have both the tal­
ent and bandname to take them to 
great things in 1999 H 

Ed J 
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Hia Bomb! 

British R&B Bules OK! 
What 's U p Peop l e ! A n o t h e t year has ro l led o n by a n d 
we ' re all left w o n d e r i n g w h e r e the hel l it wen t , in fact 
I'm still t ry ing to f i gu re out w h e r e the n ine t i es w e n t . 
Everything is h a p p e n i n g so fast, I'm s t o o d still w h i l e t h e 
wor ld w h i z z e s by all a r o u n d m e , or at least that 's t h e 
way it s e e m s . Record c o m p a n i e s just a d d to m y c o n ­
fus ion w i th the n u m b e r o f records that are a p p e a r i n g , 
every w e e k there are m o r e re leases. N o w don ' t get m e 
w r o n g I love to s ee m o r e t u n e s but the p r o b l e m is 
they're not all tunes, abou t a quarter are a was te o f vinyl. 
The p r o b l e m s e e m s to s t e m f r o m the mass i ve ou tpu t 
c o m i n g out of the States, not on l y is the R&B market 
f l o o d e d w i th r eco rds but the qual i ty just isn't there . To 
m e m o r e impor tan t t han just the shee r n u m b e r o f 
re leases is the fact that t h e s e re leases are h o l d i n g 
back British artists a n d g o o d qual i ty tunes . M y case in 
point is A n o t h e r Level , a fantast ic g r o u p that just c o u l d ­
n't get a record dea l over he re , t hey w e r e pas sed over 
again and aga in , they eventua l ly got their dea l f r om the 
States. Surely t h o u g h s o m e o n e on, this s ide shou ld have 
p icked t h e m up , but n o ! Brit ish R&B has not b e e n get ­
t ing nearly e n o u g h p rops a n d w e go t t a correct that, 
British R&B a n d h ip-hop is o n a h i g h a n d w e ' v e got to 
keep it there . There is m o r e than e n o u g h talent out 
there and it a m a z e s m e h o w p e o p l e re fuse to a c k n o w l ­
e d g e it. G r o u p s l ike A n o t h e r f e v e l . D a m a g e , N i n e 
Yards, K le ' shay a n d s o l o artists l ike S h o l a A m a , Ke le Le 
Roc a n d Lyden Dav id Hal l are r e p r e s e n t i n g British style 
and w e go t t a represent for t h e m a n d all the o thers try­
ing to m a k e it. 

Q u i c k p i e c e o f n e w s c o m i n g out o f the States, the 
G r a m m y n o m i n a t i o n s w e r e a n n o u n c e d a n d Lauryn Hil l 
p i cked up a record t en n o m i n a t i o n s for her so l o a l b u m 
The Miseducation of Lauryn Hill. The a l b u m w a s ha i l ed 
as o n e of the best h ip-hop a l b u m s o f the year, if not 

in t h e history o f h ip h o p a n d n o w the es tab l i shment 
have a c k n o w l e d g e d M s Hil l . 

K l e ' shay are the latest all girl g r o u p to hit the 
streets. I k n o w wha t you ' r e t h i nk ing , there are a l ready 
w a y t o o m a n y all girl g roups out there , mos t of t h e m 
are shit, so why d o w e need another one? Wel l w e don ' t 
n e e d no more , at least no more Spice Girls or Bewi tched 
types w h o s e shee r ex is tence I s t rugg le to justify, all I 
think is that there arc far too many stupid little shits w i th 
m o n e y out there b u y i n g that crap. Kleshay are dif fer­
ent - they m a k e qual i ly mus ic . As I tried to point out ear­
lier Kleshay are a British g roup w h o m a k e tunes that are 
easily as g o o d as anyth ing c o m i n g f rom the States. I heir 
first s ing le Reasons d r o p p e d in the a u t u m n ; it d idn ' t 
cause m u c h exc i tement even t h o u g h it was a sol id tune 
s h o w i n g of f the voca ls o f the girls over a w i c k e d back 
beat . N o w they ' re back w i th their s e c o n d s ing le an up ­
t e m p o n u m b e r ca l led Rush, this is a f ine t une that 
dese rves to d o we l l - so represent a n d check it out. . 

T imba l and is d o i n g it! This year has started of f w i th 
T imba land b a n g i n ' out two A class tunes that qu i te s im ­
ply d o it. first up there is the Dest iny 's Ch i ld t une Gel 
On The Bus w h i c h started to sur face at the e n d of the 
year o n p r o m o copy . This is so g o o d that w i th mos t still 
u n a b l e to get ho ld of it the Why Do Loots Fall In Love 
soundt rack has been sel l ing like hot-cakes just so p e e p s 
can check this w i c k e d tune . A b o u t the s a m e t ime Sony 
re l eased a lead up s ingle for the s e c o n d set f r om Gin-
uwine , the absolutely s t omp ing What's So Different, T im­
ba l and pul ls out all t he stops a n d g o d d a m n if this isn't 
a t u n e that e ve r yone n e e d s to c h e c k and c h e c k fast 
c ause this is so hot its b u r n i n g up . 

Milen 

TLc are back/ 
A l o n g t ime a g o in a r e c o r d i n g s tud io far far away, a 
g r o u p ca l led l f C r e c o r d e d their o n e a n d on ly hit in th 
UK to date , Waterfalls. Then they d i s a p p e a r e d of f the 
face o f the ear th ! 

Wel l n o w TIC a rc back, a n d have had a c o m p l e t e 
i m a g e c h a n g e . . . g o n e a rc the at t i tudes a n d the bad girl 
i m a g e s , a n d in is the n e w , m o d e r n i m a g e of I EC. 
A l r ight , so they ' ve c h a n g e d their image , so what? Wel l 
they 've a l so got a n e w a l b u m c o m i n g out in I ebruary, 
a n d h a v i n g hea rd the first l e w tracks, it is safe to say 
the a l b u m is f u c k i n g s u p e r b . Ihe a l b u m is ca l led f a n 
M a i l and the s p e c t r u m of tracks is large, there are 
d r u m a n d bass tracks w i th hard h i t t ing voca ls , bal lads, 
t h u m p i n g bass l ines a n d s o m e s u p e r b R&B tunes . IEC 
have pu l l ed out all the s l o p s o n this a l b u m , a n d this is 
re f lec ted by the; h u g e range of top p roduce r s w o r k i n g 
o n the a l b u m , i n c l u d i n g Baby face a n d J e rma ine Dupr is 
to n a m e a c o u p l e . 

The a l b u m is out in I ebruary o n the 22nd in the UK 
a n d the 23rd in the US! M o r e n e w s soon . . . 

Gurm 

B E V E R L E Y K N I G H T 

'PZOblQM MIA' 

n 1993 
Wolverhampton 
b o r n s i n g e r 

Beve r l e y Kn igh t 
h a d just s ta r ted 
c o l l e g e a n d never 
s u n g o u t s i d e o f 
c h u r c h , w h i c h had 
b e e n a vital t ra in ­
i n g g r o u n d a n d 
a n i n f l uence that 
still r ema ins w i th 
her n o w . T w o 
years later Bev 
burs t o n to t h e 

s c e n e at the raw a g e 
of 21 w i th her debu t a l b u m , B-Tunk, c o n t a i n i n g hits 
such as Flavour of the Old Skool a n d Movin on Up. 
The success o f B-Funk s a w Bev rece ive her first awa rd 
f r om the Black M u s i c A w a r d s for Britain's best F ema l e 
R&B act. Instead o f e x p l o d i n g a n d c o n t i n u i n g f r o m this 
success , she w e n t u n d e r g r o u n d as she tr ied to extr i ­
cate herse l f f r o m D O M E , the label that l a u n c h e d her, 
for EMI records . N o w , a g e d 24, Bever ley is a little o lde r 
and w iser has m a d e it back after her recent success at 
the M O B O ' s w i th her bri l l iant s o p h o m o r e Prodigal 
Sista. 

O n this ent i re ly co-written a l b u m she has b e e n 
reun i t ed w i th p roduce r s 2B3 as we l l as co l l abora t ions 
w i th the l e a d i n g l ights o f the UK R&B s c e n e Carl M a c ­
in tosh , D o d g e a n d Don-E. The a l b u m kicks o f f w i th the 
classic t une Made it Back f ea tu r ing the r e n o w n e d US 
hip-hop artist R e d m a n re f lec t ing the di f f icu l t ies of the 
past f e w years. The rough a n d s m o o t h expe r i ences of 
the past is w h e r e Beverley draws mos t o f her lyrics. The 
a l b u m inc ludes the recent s u m m e r track Rewind, wh i ch 
has the s a m e k ind o f m e s s a g e as Made it Back and her 
recent re lease Sista, Sista. There are a lso s o m e other 
c lass ic tracks s u c h as the laid back AWOL a n d the 
mean ing fu l Strong Hand. The a l b u m finishes with a tune 
The Need of You w h i c h has a b lues fee l a n d really 
shows the raw talent Beverley has. You better recognise ! 

She has def in i te ly l ived up to her first a l b u m s h o w ­
ing she really has got what it takes to succeed . BK is def­
initely the mos t t a l en ted f e m a l e UK R&B act n o w a n d 
w a t c h for her l ive b a n d p e r f o r m a n c e s w h i c h are 
abso lu te l y m i n d b l o w i n g . BK is current ly o n tour sup ­
por t ing M o r c h e e b a . Forget all this US c h e e s e mus i c for 
n o w a n d r e c o g n i s e the raw UK ta lent o f Bever ley 
Knight . 

Nim 

What I # e e n Checking 
Get On The Bus by Destiny's Child 
l i r nba i and p r o d u c t i o n is o n po in t , 

the gir ls k ick It o n voca l s 

What's So Different by Glnuwlne 
G o d d a m n I his is g o o d 

' M y Love Is Your Love ' by W h i t n e y H o u s t o n -
I'm lov ing it 

Doc's Da Name by Redman 
This p isses all over RZA 's & e v e n M e t h ' s a l b u m s , 

the best W u a l b u m yet 

Rush by Kle'shay 
Excel lent u p t e m p o n u m b e r f r o m 

this first class Brit ish trio 

Too Old For Me by Jerome 
Latest t u n e f r o m Bad Boy c a m p has little J e r o m e 

s h o w i n g of his voca l ta lents to the; max 

Gimme Me Some More by Busta Rhymes 
Busta Is o n e b a d ass m u t h a w h o ' s 

g i v i ng all y o u c an take 

Do You Feel Me by Men Of Vision 
Darkch l ld o n p r o d u c t i o n a n d y o u wi l l 

fee l this phat t une 
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Singles 
SINGLE OF THE WEEK 
Lucid 
'Crazy' 

Fo l lowing their top 7 s m a s h "I Can't He lp 
Myself " , Lucid return w i th w h a t wi l l be 
o n e of the b igges t t u n e s o f the year. 
The track is ca l led Crazy, a n d is current ly 
r id ing h i g h in the c lub charts . Re l eased 
next m o n t h . Crazy is m o r e of a mix of 
indie and c lub genres with a backg round 
beat similar to their first s ing le , a n d the 
result is a great tune . 
* * • • • 

Bounty Killer 
'It's a Party' 

O h dear! If y o u like very, very, very s l o w 
R&B. t hen this is a track for y o u . Pro­
d u c e d by Wycliff Jean, it samp les the l ine 
"Ain't n o b o d y , loves m e better...". The-
C D s ingle c o m e s w i th 6 r em ixes w h i c h 
all s o u n d the s a m e . B e c o m i n g c o m ­
merc ia l next m o n t h , it wi l l p robab l y b e 
a b ig hit. but it's t oo s l o w by far. 
Re leased 8/2/99 

Blu Peter 
'B lue Air' 

D e e p a n d ep i c h o u s e track - a s u b l i m e 
mixture o f t e c h n o a n d t rance . It m a k e s 
a re f resh ing c h a n g e to t h e nu-cnergy 
stuff Blu Peter no rma l l y p r o d u c e s . This 
is m o r e o f a S a s h a / D i g w c e d track. It 
comes wi th a coup l e o f mixes o n the 12" 
w h i c h s o u n d pretty m u c h the s a m e but 
are bo th g o o d . 

The Songstress 
'See Line W o m a n ' 

A rather classy in te rp re ta t ion o f N i n a 
S i m o n e ' s "See L ine W o m a n " w h i c h 
c o m e s w i th s o m e s u p e r b m ixes f r o m 
Todd Edwards a n d Full In tent ion . It's 
m o r e o f a chi l l out track t han any th i ng , 
but wel l w o r t h c h e c k i n g out , espec ia l l y 
if you l iked the or ig ina l v e r s i on . 

Vengaboys 
'We Like to Party' 

This track is not t o o dis imi lar f r om "Up 
a n d D o w n " a n d wi l l be just as b ig . It's a 
bit faster than "Up a n d D o w n " w i th Wig-
f ie ld s o u n d i n g voca ls - r e m e m b e r "Sat­
urday Night"?? It's a fast a n d fun tune 
w i th Ihe t rademark fast euro h o u s e beat. 
Wa t ch out for the V e n g a b o y s in '99. 
* * * * 

Bizarre Inc. 
' P lay ing w i t h Knives ' 

rail Paul d o e s the bus iness o n this great 
o l d f a vou r i t e . Full o f p i a n o s , b reak ­
d o w n s a n d "hands in the air" vocals , it's 
a track d o i n g very we l l in the c lubs at the 
m o m e n t . C o m e s wi th plenty of remixes, 
but w e like the Tall Paul mix the best. 
H o u s e m u s i c at its best. 

amestown feat. Jocelyn Brown 
'I Be l ieve ' 

Any track w h i c h has this d i va o n voca ls 
is a m u s t b u y a n d this track is n o excep ­
t ion A sou l fu l , g a r age t u n c w i th p lenty 
o f p i anos a n d Brown 's dist inct ive voca ls 
m a k e this a great tune . C o m e s w i th 
loads o f r em ixes w h i c h g ive the track a 
m o r e h o u s e / s p e e d ga rage s o u n d , but 
the full-on c lub mix is the best. Excellent! 
• • • • 

A b o v e rev iews by Gurm 

• -0 

Specimen A@ IC 
I o l l ow ing their success at the end of term bash last term, the Prodigy s o u n d i n g Spec­
i m e n A return to play at ou r u n i o n o n t h e 29th of January. I heir a l b u m . Pulse, wi l l 
be re l eased s o o n , as wi l l the first s ing le . Wa t ch this s p a c e for s o m e great C D give­
aways in the next f e w w e e k s ! 

5 Club Computation 
CDs to win! 

To ce l eb ra te the l aunch o f the great 
n e w a l b u m L i censed to Thril l , m i x e d live 
by John '00' F leming, C lubscene have got 
5 of these mix a l b u m s to give 
rhe a l b u m features top arftsls s u c h as 

Jon the Dentist and Paul van Ovk To\ in 
a copy of (his mix a l b u m < o m p l l a l i a n all 
y o u have to d o is answer this q u e s t i o n : 

Where Is John W Fleming's current Lon­
don club residency? 
(a) Parkllfe @ Cloud 
(b) Wildlife @ Heaven 
(c) Sexllfe @ Angels 
A n s w e r s o n a postcard w i th your n a m e , 

dept , a n d h o m e add ress (as the record 
c o m p a n y wi l l post out the C D s direct to 
you! ) , a n d h a n d t h e m in to G u r m at 
W i t M ; # f f i o r e every l unch t ime , and I'll 
n e e d to see y ou r s w i p e card . W inners 
uJ . ;be. ; chQsen this Friday l unch t ime at 
about Iprfj, so ( o m e d o w n to see if 
y o u ' v e w o n . M a n y thanks to M a r k and 
I' uli. ,ii I 'huture Trax for s u p p l y n g the 
CDs . 

Gurm 

B.O.P. feat . The Soulyst ics 
"After The Love Is G o n e " 
( latt Boy Records) 

Fatt Boy usual ly c o m e out w i th s o m e 
u n d e r g r o u n d ga r age c lassics, but this 
isn't o n e o f their better efforts. It just 
doesn ' t stand out f rom the glut of garage 
tunes that exist at the m o m e n t . C o m e o n 
boys y o u can d o better t han this. 

B rasstooth feat . Pa-Mel le 
"Ce lebra te Life" 
(Well Built) 

Wi th "Ce lebra te Life" w e have the exact 
oppos i t e . This is h igh qual i ty ga r age -
g o o d e n o u g h to be c a n e d at s o m e o f 
L o n d o n ' s p remie r u n d e r g r o u n d n ights , 
such as Twice as N ice , C o o k i e s & C r e a m , 
a n d Pure Silk. All the mixes are burs t ing 
w i th the s a m e qual i ty. M o s t funky . 
• • • • 

Brick Nation feat. Craig Travis 
"I Like It" 
(Veloci ty Reco rd ings ) 

A v e r a g e ga r age t u n e f r om Brick Na t i on 
gets the remix t r ea tment for the fest ive 
s e a s o n . The r em ixes are s tandard stuff 
a n d don ' t really e levate this tune f rom its 
non-descr ipt b e g i n n i n g s . No t bri l l iant, 
but not a w f u l e i ther . 
• • • 

Marley Wills 
" R u g g e d & Tuff" 
( M e c c a Record ings ) 

S tandard g a r a g e t w i d d l i n g - n ice vocals 
but d o e s n ' t really g o a n y w h e r e spec ia l . 
Appa ren t l y it's b e e n a b ig hit w i th lots o f 
u n d e r g r o u n d g a r a g e DJs (so it can ' t be 
all bad) , but for m e it's a de f in i te miss. 
In fact, the B-side, " H o w Long " by Saman-
tha , shits all over the lead track. 
• • • 

The rest o f t h e rev iews 
by Roobarb 



iCU 
IMPERIAL COLLEGE UNION 



Field Cup '99 
S a t u r d a y 3 0 t h J a n u a r y 

S t a r t : 1 2 : 0 0 p m 

d B ' s , I m p e r i a l C o l l e g e U n i o n 

A pub crawl in the name of Charity and Fun. Solve puzzles and quizzes in each pub for 
points. Enter in Fancy Dress, carry a Mascot (not one of ours), Raise Money en route or 
give your Team a Comical Name to win more points. 

Points earn prizes, awarded at the finish in iCU. 
Further details and entry forms from CCU Offices or Phil Mitchell, phm@ic.ac.uk 

A L L PROCEEDS DONATED TO R A G 

R a g W e e f c ' 9 9 2 3 M j a n - 1 s t F e b 

City & Guilds College Union 1898 - 1998 

SLAVE AUCTION 
BUY A SABBATICAL! 

Monday 1 s t February, 12:00pm 

ICU Concert Hall 

2 n d Floor, Imperial College Union 

The finest selection of slaves available to all. No room too dirty, no 
toilet too smelly. Bid with anything from a used Biro to the entire 
contents of your wallet. Turn up on the day to bid or sell. 

ALL PROCEEDS DONATED TO RAG 

mailto:phm@ic.ac.uk
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CCU's do battle 
C&G29-19RCS 

The l o n g a w a i t e d s h o w d o w n b e t w e e n 
then C C U s had b e e n g i v e n ext ra m e a n ­
ing by the verba l act iv i t ies o f Dave " it 's 
a f o rgone c o n c l u s i o n " H o g g . 

W e d n e s d a y a f t e r n o o n s a w t h e 
a s s e m b l i n g o f a s t r o n g C & G U t e a m 
t e a m i n g w i th talent a n d exper t i se . C&G 
w e r e f o r c e d to d e p l e t e o u r rese rves 
b e n c h w i th t h e loss o f C & G ' s A d r i a n 
"Flying h o o k e r " J acobs to the RCS w i n g . 
This error o f j u d g e m e n t w a s pa id for in 
the first f e w m i n u t e s w h e n smal l pa tch 
of w i n d assisted RCS pressure c o n c l u d e d 
wi th the f ly ing h o o k e r c ross ing over the 
l ine to m a k e it a 0-7 n i g h t m a r e start. 

The sturdy m e n at C&G responded by 
blast ing up the pitch for Dave "Energ lzer 
bunny " Pearce to d ive over . A re luc­
tance to soil their n e w shirt by tack l ing 
was cruelly exp lo i ted by A n d y fittle w h o 
took a light j o g t h r o u g h their d e f e n c e . 

O u r b o y Sven s c o r e d a n o t h e r c o n ­
ve r ted try a n d hal f-t ime b r o u g h t t h e 
w i n d to our backs w i th the s co re 17-7. 
The s e c o n d half started w i th a m igh t y 
RCS push into our stee ly d e f e n c e . C & G 
t o o k e v e r y t h i n g a n d w a n t e d m o r e , 
repu ls ing attacks w i th c r u n c h i n g tackles 
f rom Nipply , Sven , J ohn a n d e ve r yon e . 
M is takes w e r e p u n i s h e d , t h e S u b l i m e 
Ch i cmut te r ran ha l f the l e n g t h o f the 
pitch to score shortly f o l l owed by a scyth­
ing run f r o m Sven . 

RCS pu l l ed t h e m s e l v e s out o f the 
m u d a n d s ta r ted to s h o w us h o w it 
shou ld d o n e s co r i ng 2 late tr ies g i v i n g 
C&G a ne r vous last 5 m i n u t e s . The mar ­
gin b e t w e e n t h e t e a m s w a s m e a s u r e d 
in brutal tack l ing e ve r ywhe re a n d s o m e 
hard r u n n i n g f r o m Wil l a n d Sven . 
Ano the r day, a n o t h e r ref., t h i ngs c o u l d 
have b e e n d i f ferent , but as t h e s u n set 
over Ha r l i ng ton it w a s t h e C & G b o y s 
s i gn ing in t h e c irc le . 

Sam H ignet t is a first year Mater ia l s s tu ­
den t at Imper ia l . But h e a lso s p e n d s a 
th i rd o f his year d o i n g s o m e t h i n g mar­
g ina l ly m o r e in te res t ing - dr i v ing rac ing 
cars. H e w a s in te rv i ewed abou t his pas­
s i o n : 

Tell us about your racing? 

I r e ckon that all to ld , I wi l l s p e n d abou t 
100 days in a rac ing car this year. 

The Formula Vauxhall Is your major 
championship this year. Tell us about It. 

Wel l in '99 I a m dr iv ing for John V i lage 
A u t o m o t i v e in the British Fo rmu l a Vaux­
hall C h a m p i o n s h i p , rac ing a lOOcc T K M 
kart a n d d o i n g a c o u p l e o f Fo rmu l a Ford 
races. That 's all at the m o m e n t . 

That's all. How much time does that take 
up? 

It Is 16 races all a r o u n d the count ry o n 
the T O C A p a c k a g e , so I a m o n e o f the 
suppor t races for the British T o u r i n g Car 
C h a m p i o n s h i p . There is full satell ite and 
s o m e terrestrial te lev is ion cove r age a n d 
p lenty o f press cove rage , so it is a really 
g o o d c h a m p i o n s h i p for y o u n g up a n d 
c o m i n g drivers. 

And the car? 

It's a s ing le seater, so the w h e e l s stick 
out l ike a F1 car, but it has no w i n g s or 
o ther d o w n f o r c e a ids. I a m to ld that o f f 
the l ine, if y o u get it r ight, it wi l l g o f r o m 
0 - l O O m p h in u n d e r 5 s e c o n d s so it is 
pretty quick. All the cars are identical and 
so it is just up to the driver a n d the e n g i ­
neer t o set t h e car up a n d m a k e it c o m ­
pet i t ive at e a c h circuit. At s o m e w h e r e 
short l ike Brands indy circuit there is less 
than a s e c o n d b e t w e e n p o l e a n d 20th 
o n the gr id so it is c lose hard rac ing . 

INTERVIEW 

You said about your engineer - what 
does he do? 

H e l o o k s after m y car bas ica l l y . H e 
m a k e s any ad jus tments that n e e d to b e 
m a d e , p repares the car b e f o r e I dr ive it 
a n d rebui lds it w h e n I crash it. The re la ­
t i onsh ip that y o u have w i th your e n g i ­
neer is really impor tant a n d c an b e the 
d i f f e rence b e t w e e n w i n n i n g a n d los ing . 
It is the s a m e for all the guys that I w o r k 
w i t h . I have a m a n a g e r , a g u y w h o 
d o e s the PR w o r k for me , the t e a m m a n ­
ager and my eng inee r . If y o u w o r k hard 
for t h e m a n d s h o w en thus i a sm they wi l l 
w o r k hard for y o u , a n d y o u wi l l be c o m ­
pet i t ive. 

How does all this affect your life as a stu­
dent? 

Wel l at t imes I a m tes t ing tw ice a w e e k 
and rac ing all w e e k e n d , that means I a m 
d o i n g up to 800 rac ing mi les a n d 600 
t rave l l ing mi les a w e e k , so it c an be 
qu i te a strain. Wo rk hard , play hard . 

And what about your social life? 

N o , that doesn ' t suffer . I a m really lucky 
in that all my f r i ends are really suppor t ­
ive o f wha t I d o a n d so he lp m e out a 
lot. I don ' t really dr ink, that 's a f i tness 
th ing , but I still have a real l augh a n d 
m a k e an arse of myse l f as m u c h as any 
d runk pe r son . Actual ly I a m qu i te g o o d 
at that. 

So you have to be fit to race? 

Yes, reasonably . It is as m u c h abou t 
b e i n g ab le to concen t r a t e in e x t r e m e 
env i ronments . It isn't that hard physically 
to dr ive the car, it is c o p i n g w i l h the G-
load ings a n d k e e p i n g a clear h e a d . A lso 
the fitter y o u are the less l ikely y o u are 
to injure yourse l f w h e n y o u stick the car 
in a wal l , a n d so the s o o n e r y o u can get 

back into the car. 

Accidents I suppose are part of the job? 

Wel l mos t o f us wi l l try to avo id hav ing 
a c c i d e n t s , but t h e y h a p p e n s i m p l y 
b e c a u s e y o u are so c lose to the e d g e . I 
th ink that I a m qu i te g o o d a n d genera l ly 
d o n ' t c rash race cars, but the f o r m u l a 
Vauxha l l c h a m p i o n s h i p is pretty aggres ­
sive a n d the re is a fair a m o u n t o f c o n ­
tact, s o the re are qu i t e a f e w m o m e n t s . 

How do your family view your racing with 
the risks Involved? 

They are great a n d w e r e the o n e s w h o 
got m e into it in the first p lace and so are 
we l l awa re that t h e h ighs are h igh and 
the l ows are low. N o , they are all really 
suppor t i ve as is m y gir l f r iend, and I th ink 
s h e gets the wors t o f it s o m e t i m e s . 

It all sounds quite serious, Is It? 
It wasn ' t , but it is b e g i n n i n g to d a w n on 
m e h o w ser ious it is all gett ing. Contracts 
have six digi ts in t h e m and m y gir l f r iend 
met s o m e r a n d o m b loke in f ranee w h o , 
m u c h to her surpr i se , m e n t i o n e d my 
n a m e w h e n ta lk ing a b o u t mo to r rac ing. 
I s i g n e d a contract the o ther day that 
stated that I wasn ' t a l l o w e d to ski , rock 
c l imb , pa rachu te or par take in any other 
d a n g e r o u s act iv i t ies for the rest o f the 
year. 

What about the future, what do you 
hope to do? 
O n e season at a t ime . Let's see h o w w e 
g o this year. 
But do you have any exciting plans or 
opportunities? 
I a m d o i n g a publ ic i ty p h o t o shoo t wi th 
o n e of the girls w h o m o d e l s these w o n ­
der b ra th ings . 
You have a glrlfrelnd 
Yeah . 

Originally published elsewhere 

Around IC & Beyond 
Mon 25 Tues 26 Wed 27 Thurs 28 Fri 29 Sat 30 Sun 31 

C A G : T o o l s for Se l f STA Bar Trivia DaVinc i ' s RAG Street Co l l e c t i on - LabSoc - Frank D o b s o n H e d o n i z m , ICU, £1 RAG The F ie ld C u p -
Rel iance, B a s e m e n t o f 8pm m e e t at 12.30pm, Beit 1pm 9pm-2am mee t at 11.45am, Beit 
Beit Q u a d 6pm 

C A G : S o u p Run , Base­
Q u a d 

E n v i r o n m e n t a l Soc -
Q u a d 

Envi ronmenta l S o c - T i m m e n t K i t c h e n , W e e k s ConSoc - Sir Teddy Taylor J e remy Leggett , M e c h Lubr icat ion , dBs, FREE 
Foxon , Physics Lecture Hall 8pm 1pm Eng 542 6pm 9pm-12am 
Theatre 2 6.30pm 

RAG Var iety Show , dBs , 
£2 8pm 

C a v i n g C l u b M e e t i n g , 
S o u t h s i d e U p p e r 
L o u n g e 9pm 

C l a y p o n d s Ice Ska t ing 
at Bayswater - contac t 
i an .doy le@ic .ac .uk 

C lub XS, ICU, FREE 
9pm-1am 

C A G : S o u p Run , Base­
m e n t K i t chen , W e e k s 
Hall 8pm 
Idiot Son @ Twelve Bar 
C lub , £5 8pm 
RAG Hypnot ist , dB's, £3 

8pm 

Cocktail Night , DaVinci 's 
5-11pm 

mailto:ian.doyle@ic.ac.uk
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HOCKEY/GTK lose out to Imperial 

IC I 3 -2 GTKI 

The on l y t e a m to bea t us th is year , 
r evenge w a s e x p e c t e d - a n d r e v e n g e 
w e got. 

Eventually. Th ings d idn ' t g o to p lan 
as w e wen t 2-0 d o w n a n d a severe bash ­
ing was o n the cards. U p s t e p p e d Fluffy 
p roduc ing o n e of the f iercest shots o f all 
s eason , duly t i p p e d in by S p a g b o l . 

2-1 at half t ime a n d a c o m e b a c k 
l o o k e d i m m i n e n t . A g a m e o f 2 ha lves , 
w e actual ly kept up the p ressure a n d 
b e c a m e the d o m i n a t i n g t e a m . 

Several scary m o m e n t s in our g o a l ­
m o u t h c a m e a n d w e n t but the even tua l 
score o f 3-2 w a s d e s e r v e d . 

IC Ladles 16-0 GTK Ladles I 

The girls w e r e w a r m e d up a n d rar ing to 
g o in g o o d t ime . But w h e r e w a s our 
oppos i t ion? W h e n they finally turned up, 
the m a t c h that f o l l o w e d w a s n o t h i n g 
short o f a s tormer . Bagpuss a n d Kinky 
Boo ts w e r e o n top f o r m , a n d Purp le 
H e l m e t got her oar in as usua l (I). 

The o p p o s i t i o n used every dirty trick 
in the book , e v e n b r i n g i n g in a a n o lde r 
m a l e subst i tu te , w h o w a s ugly (w**ker). 
But the girls w e r e in " f i gh t i ng " f o rm a n d 
f inal ly " w a l k e d away " w i th a 6-0 w i n , 
subject to a p p e a l . 

Roz had a n early birthday bath whilst 
GTK w e n t h o m e su lk ing . 

LADIES HOCKEY 

IC II 0 - 3 King's II 

Hav ing near ly m i s s e d the train b e c a u s e 
U n d e r d o w n h a d fo rgo t t en her shorts , 
w e a r r i ved in t i m e to h a v e o u r first 
proper pre-match warm-up o f the s e a ­
son . Impress ive or what ? W i th o u r n e w 
shirts as we l l , w e l o o k e d d a m n f ine a n d 
played bril l iantly. D u r i n g the first half 
Chunderb i rd and Keyhole d id a great j ob 
o f c h e e r i n g us o n - so m u c h so that w e 
only c o n c e d e d t w o goa ls . The first o n e 
w a s a really f luky de f l e c t i on o f f t h e post 
a n d the s e c o n d o n e w a s a lucky hit 
t h r o u g h the goa l i e ' s legs. Apart f r o m 
this A l i ce had a s t o r m i n g g a m e sav ing 
s o m e really impress i ve sho ts o n goa l . 
O n e a w e s o m e save i n v o l v e d A l i c e 
s c o o p i n g the ball o f f the g r o u n d a n d 
over the back l i ne . The u m p i r e wasn ' t 
too impressed by this tact ic, but it was ­
n't unti l A l i ce actual ly g r a b b e d the ball 
w i th her h a n d s in a n o t h e r save that h e 
awa rded a pena l t y flick. A l i c e t o o k it all 
in her str ide a n d her i n t im ida t ing s tance 
caused the o p p o s i t i o n to miss by mi les . 
King's c a m e back st rongly , a n d as they 
a p p r o a c h e d o u r g o a l , ou r d e f e n c e 
m o v e d as ide like M o s e s par t ing the Red 
Sea, g i v ing the o p p o s i t i o n a c lear s ight 
of goa l . Fortunately , V a n n e s s a c a m e to 
the rescue at the last m i n u t e a n d saved 
wha t w o u l d o t h e r w i s e have b e e n a cer ­
tain goa l . W e c o u n t e r e d this w i th a n 
a m a z i n g break, w h i c h w e very near ly 
s co red f r o m . 

In the 2 n d half w e started in h i g h 
spirits a n d p l ayed e v e n better , pu t t i ng 
several passes t oge the r . W e m a d e sev­
eral m o r e g o o d breaks w i th C h l o e play­
ing like a d e m o n . K ings got o n e m o r e 
goa l , but apart f r om this m i n o r l apse w e 
w e r e fan tas t i c . H a v i n g c o m e u p a 
l eague this year w e are d o i n g really w e l l 
and at this rate m a y b e we ' l l e v e n w i n a 
g a m e soon? 

YET MORE HOCKEY 

Medic's get the best of IC III 

IC III 2 - 4 ICSM 

W e d n e s d a y s ta r ted w i th the s h a b b y 
runts that call t h em se l v e s ICSM m a n a g ­
i ng to turn up o n t ime . Wi th a mixture 
o f p o o r players a n d m a y b e s o m e 1st 
t e a m r ingers (?). I C SM w e r e f o r c e d 
straight o n t o the back foot . Vo rac ious 
w inge r Chris Bull and f lexible Ree Haque 
set up a c o n t i n u o u s f l o w o f near misses 
a n d real ly-should-have-beens. S t unned 
by t h e f e roc i t y o f th i s at tack, ICSM 
scarce ly k n e w w h a t to d o w i t h t h e ball 
w h e n the m a n a g e d to get it. F requent 
ICSM b lunde rs a n d kak-handedness put 
the ball f i rmly back in their D, a n d really 
the q u e s t i o n s h o u l d be a s k e d "What 
are these guys d o i n g in the s a m e league 
as us?" W i th T o m m y Cant le c l e n c h i n g 
his bu t tocks for o n c e a n d s k i n n i n g the 
d e f e n c e t h r o u g h o u t the m a t c h a n d 
C h e e s e m a n t h e 2 n d t e a m g r o u p i e 
s p o o n i n g his shot at f r e e d o m but played 
like a l e g e n d for us. W e felt raped at the 
result, t he brave th ree ' s m i s s i n g lethal 
w e a p o n s Ben Jervis a n d J im Taylor w e r e 
ou t r ageous l y p i p p e d 4-2. 
(Do you th ink the above may have b e e n 
wr i t ten by the IC team?) • 

SCOREBOARD 

HOCKEY 
IC I 3 - 2 GTK 

IC III 2 - 4 ICSM 
Ladies I 6 - 0 GTK Ladies I 

Ladies II 0 - 3 King's Ladies II 

FOOTBALL 
("Friendly") R SM I 3 - 5 IC IV/V 

ICVI 2 - 7 S i lwood Park XI 

FOOTBALL 

Silwood stomp on IC 6ths 

RUGBY 
C&G 2 9 - 1 9 RCS 

IC 6ths 2-7 Silwood ParkXI 

The new ly es tab l i shed S i l w o o d Park 1 st 
XI p layed in their first compe t i t i v e ma t ch 
o n W e d n e s d a y 9th D e c e m b e r aga inst 
Imper i a l ' s L o n d o n b a s e d 6th t e a m . 
There w a s an air of a p p r e h e n s i o n a n d 
yet jovial i ty in the t e a m m in ibus , as Sil­
w o o d b e g a n t h e e x p e c t a n t j o u r n e y 
t owa rds H e a t h r o w . Irregular t r a in ing 
was all that the S i lwoodians had in prepa ­
rat ion as t ime is at a p r e m i u m at the 
g r o u n d b r e a k i n g research facility. 
U p o n arrival at the H a r l i n g t o n spor ts 
g r o u n d t h e m o r e y o u t h f u l IC t e a m 
s e e m e d d i s c o n c e r t e d w i th the prospec t 
o f p lay ing the m o r e mature m e m b e r s o f 
Imperial Co l l ege . As the wh is t l e b l e w to 
beg in the g a m e , prc-match nerves w e r e 
qu ick ly que l l ed w h e n the first goa l w e n t 
in f r om Justin Travis for the S i lwood i ans . 
This e n h a n c e d the close-knit t e a m spirit 
w h i c h has b e e n the e s s e n c e o f the Sil­
w o o d t e a m , a n d it wasn ' t l o n g b e f o r e 
the s e c o n d g lo r ious S i l w o o d g o a l w e n t 
in, s co red by Konrad D o l p h i n . 
At thirty-five m i n u t e s into the g a m e Sil­
w o o d h a d s c o r e d 4, 2 m o r e c o m i n g 
f r om M i l t o n M e n d o n c a a n d aga in f r om 
Just in. Late p ressure in the first half 
m e a n t that after Dave t r e n c h saved the 
ball o f f t h e l ine tw ice , t h e 6ths m a n ­
a g e d to pu l l o n e back . H o w e v e r , 

H o w a r d W i l son m a n a g e d to score a fifth 
b e f o r e ha l f t i m e . 
A f te r a r e l a x e d ha l f t i m e by t h e Sil ­
w o o d i a n s , r e p l e n i s h e d by s u c c u l e n t 
o r a n g e s a n d b a n a n a s , it wasn ' t l o n g 
b e f o r e a n o t h e r g o a l w a s s c o r e d , this 
t ime by the h o m e t e a m , p u l l i n g the 
score back to 2 - S. The S i lwood t e a m 
hadn ' t f i n i s h e d at the g o a l m o u t h h o w ­
ever, a n d M i l t o n s co red ano ther to br ing 
the score l ine to 2 - 6. The on ly h o p e for 
the Sou th Ken t e a m at this s tage, w a s to 
try a n d sco re o n the break, but they 
c o u l d n ' t b r e a k t h r o u g h the cast i ron 
d e f e n c e ma in ta ined by the two fullbacks, 
Richie H e t h e r i n g t o n a n d Ne i l H o l m e s . 
Later in the s e c o n d half Steve Edg ing ton 
s c o t e d a b l i s ter ing goa l , w h i c h f l ew past 
the keepe r , a n d T h o m a s P o p e h o p e d to 
f in i sh o f f t h e o p p o s i t i o n , but un fo r tu ­
nately Justin w a s s e e n to have fou led the 
6ths a n d c a u s e d the goa l to be disa l ­
l o w e d . 
W i th l ight f a d i n g the f inal wh is t l e w a s 
b l o w n w i th a s co re o f 7 - 2 in S i lwoods 
favour , a n d the after m a t c h dr ink w e n t 
d o w n s m o o t h e r t h a n m a n n a f r o m 
h e a v e n . M a n y thanks to Rob a n d the 
6ths at Sou th Ken a n d Richy at S i lwood 
for o r g a n i s i n g the m a t c h , a n d w e look 
forward to m e e t i n g aga in later in the sea­
s o n . 

Inter Bar Darts League 
Team W o n Lost For Aga ins t Points 

Southside 3 1 29 31 6 
Holland 

2 2 Club 
2 2 37 23 4 

ICU 1 3 24 36 2 

The first half o f the darts l e a g u e has 
n o w b e e n c o m p l e t e d . M o s t ma t ches 
w e r e very c lose w i th the excep t ion o f the 
first two v ictor ies by the H o l l a n d C l u b 
over ICU and Sou ths ide . The h ighes t 
s co te o f 140 w a s a c h i e v e d by Jeff f r o m 
ICU, A n d y a n d G a r c t h f r o m Sou ths i de 
a n d Pete f r o m the H o l l a n d C lub . The 
best c h e c k out w a s aga in t ied w i th Jeff 
f r o m ICU (again) a n d Sue f r o m the H o l ­
l and C lub , bo th w i th 66. 

The s e c o n d half o f the l e ague starts 
today ( M o n d a y 25 January) w i th the H o l ­
l and C l u b at ICU. The full f ixtures are 
l isted b e l o w . The p r e sen t a t i on wi l l take 
p lace after the f inal m a t c h o n 8 M a r c h . 

There wi l l a l so b e a k n o c k o u t tour­
n a m e n t for all m e m b e r s of the three 
s ides o n 15 M a r c h . Any s tudent or staff 
m e m b e r o f Imper ia l C o l l e g e in terested 
in e n t e r i n g s h o u l d leave their n a m e at 
the U n i o n Bar. Priority wi l l be g iven to 
t e a m m e m b e r s . 

25 January ICU V H o l l a n d C lub 
1 l e b r u a r y Sou ths i de V ICU 
8 February Ho l l and C lub V Sou ths ide 
22 February Sou ths ide V H o l l a n d C lub 
1 M a r c h Ho l l and C lub V ICU 
8 M a r c h ICU V Sou ths i de 


