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The S t u d e n t s ' N e w s p a p e r at Impe r i a l C o l l e g e 

Union to Expand into East Beit 
T h e U n i o n l o o k s set t o d r a m a t i c a l l y 
inc rese its fac i l i t ies in A u g u s t next year , 
w i t h e x p a n s i o n i n t o b o t h t h e East a n d 
W e s t W i n g s o f Beit Q u a d n o w 
a p p r o v e d by C o l l e g e . 

A l t h o u g h the Beit b a s e m e n t s w e r e 
t h e o r e t i c a l l y g a u r a n t e e d fo r s t u d e n t 
u s e t w o y e a r s a g o , c o n t r o v e r s y 
e r r u p t e d in N o v e m b e r w h e n in i t i a l 
p l ans fo r t h e Beit Ha l l r e d e v e l o p m e n t 
s u g g e s t e d that t h e net g a i n for t h e 
U n i o n w o u l d b e n e g l i g i b l e [Felix] 127). 
Howeve r , the last m e e t i n g o f t h e d e v e l 
o p m e n t c o m m i t t e e a p p e a r s t o h a v e 
o v e r t u r n e d th is d e c i s i o n , f a v o u r i n g 
inc reased socia l a n d rec rea t iona l space , 
in l ine w i t h t h e r e c c o m e n d a t i o n s o f 
the 1996 C o m m i t t e e o n Soc i a l & Rec re 
a t i ona l Space . 

A c c o r d i n g to s e n i o r s o u r c e s , c red i t 
for th i s d r a m a t i c p l a n n i n g t u r n a r o u n d 
rests w i t h ICU M a n a g e r M a n d y Hur-
fo rd . H a v i n g p e r s u a d e d t h e p l a n n i n g 

By David Roberts 

Photo: Jonas The East Wing basement as It presently stands - not a pretty site. 

c o m m i t t e e o f t h e b e n e f i t s ( bo th soc ia l 
a n d f inanc ia l ) o f the c h a n g e in ou t l ook , 
c o m m i t t e e cha i r P ro f esso r A l a n Swan-

s o n is t h e n b e l i e v e d to have t a k e n up 
t h e U n i o n ' s c a u s e at h i g h e r l e ve l s , 
r e s u l t i n g in th is w e e k ' s key d e c i s i o n . 

I he a d d i t i o n a l b a s e m e n t s p a c e 
m e a n s tha t t h e U n i o n c a n n o w g o 
a h e a d w i t h a c o m p r e h e n s i v e r e d e v e l 
o p m e n t p l a n , a i m e d l o p r o v i d e m o r e 
a d e q u a t e p r o v i s i o n for c l u b m e e t i n g s 
a n d b e t t e r s t u d e n t s e r v i c e s . C o n s e 
q u e n t l y , t h e East W i n g b a s e m e n t wi l l 
b e c o m e h o m e to a n e w U n i o n J ob 
S h o p , a l o n g s i d e t h e A d v i c e C e n t r e a n d 
C o l l e g e C h a p l a i n c y , p lus RAG a n d C A G 
o f f i c e s . O n t h e o t h e r s i de o f t h e Q u a d , 
a n e w M e d i a C e n t r e w i l l h o u s e Felix, IC 
Rad io a n d STOIC (s tudent TV), p lus prac
t i ce r o o m s for C o l l e g e b a n d s , a n d the 
S c i e n c e F ic t ion Soc i e t y l ibrary. The f inal 
act o f t h e r e n o v a t i o n w i l l s e e t h e pre 
sen t Beit Hal l Bar c o n v e r t e d in to a ne\¥ 
h o m e for t h e I s lamic Prayer R o o m . 

A l t h o u g h at p r e s e n t o n l y in t h e 
p l a n n i n g s t age , w o r k o n t h e Q u a d is 
d u e to b e g i n th is July, w i th t h e n e w hall 
a n d U n i o n faci l i t ies o p e n i n g in s u m m e r 
2000 . 

Perfect Power Plan Set in Motion 
Few p e o p l e can have m i s s e d the br ight 
red t e m p o r a r y b o i l e r h o u s e in D a l b y 
Court , but w h y is it there? It is t h e inter 
med i a t e s tage in a project to m o d e r n i s e 
the co l l ege ' s e n e r g y supp ly , w h i c h t o o k 
a s igni f icant s tep t owa rds c o m p l e t i o n in 
the w e e k b e f o r e t e r m , w h e n t w o n e w 
C o m b i n e d H e a t i n g a n d P o w e r (CHP ) 
e n g i n e s w e r e insta l led b e l o w t h e Elec
trical Eng inee r i ng b u i l d i n g . 

For the past thirty-seven years, the 
Co l l ege has b e e n h e a t e d by a n oil-fired 
bo i l e r p lant , s u p p l e m e n t e d w i t h hot 
water f r o m t h e Natura l H is tory M u s e u m . 
The current bo i le rs have r e a c h e d t h e 
e n d o f their w o r k i n g life a n d are n o w 
b e i n g r ep l a ced . The n e w sys tem wi l l 
genera te 7 .75MW o f electr ic ity, e n o u g h 
to mee t mos t o f t h e Co l l ege ' s n e e d s , as 
we l l as p r o v i d i n g e n o u g h s t e a m to heat 
the c ampus . Electricity f r om the Nat iona l 
Gr id wi l l a lso be u s e d for p e a k d e m a n d 
a n d o v e r n i g h t . T h e n e w gas f i r ed 
e n g i n e s are 2 0 m l o n g a n d w e i g h forty 
t o n n e s e a c h ; t h e y a re e x p e c t e d to 
reduce the Co l l ege ' s C 0 2 ou tpu t by 7500 
tonnes per a n n u m . A l t h o u g h the project 

By Gareth Morgan 

wil l cost a r o u n d e ight mi l l i on p o u n d s , it 
wi l l save over £800 000 a year. There is 
a lso the p r o m i s i n g pposs ib i l i ty of se l l ing 
surplus electricity to the Grid if this proves 

to be e c o n o m i c . 
The project is d u e to be c o m p l e t e d 

over the s u m m e r , a n d wi l l be h a n d e d 
over to Co l l ege in N o v e m b e r . The boi ler 
h o u s e in Dalby Court wi l l b e r e m o v e d in 
September , so that a n e w car park can be 
built u n d e r n e a t h it. 

Photo: LES The forty tonne engines are lowered Into position 
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Meningitis Strikes Again 
The lethal m e n i n g i t i s bac t e r i a has o n c e 
a g a i n a f f l i c t e d c a m p u s , h o s p i t a l i s i n g a 
first yea r c h e m i s t . 

The s t u d e n t r e t u r n e d h o m e h a v i n g 
c e l e b r a t e d N e w Year ' s L ve in l i z a r d 
Hal l , w i t h f r i e n d s . Later t h e f o l l o w i n g 
w e e k h e c a l l e d h is g i r l f r i e n d , a l so a n 
IC s t u d e n t , a n d c o m p l a i n e d o f il l 
h e a l t h . W h e n h e d e s c r i b e d h i s s y m p 
t o m s , s h e s u g g e s t e d h e s e e k i m m e 
d i a t e m e d i c a l a t t e n t i o n . As a resu l t h e 
w a s a d m i t t e d t o t h e I n t ens i v e C a r e 
Un i t o f t h e Roya l Sur rey H o s p i t a l o n 
T h u r s d a y 7 J anua r y e x h i b i t i n g a n u m 
b e r o f t h e d a n g e r s i g n s : a s e v e r e 
h e a d a c h e , d i s o r i e n t a t i o n a n d a n aver-

By Andrew Ofori 

s i o n to l ight . W i t h i n 48 h o u r s t h e s t u 
d e n t w a s p l a c e d o n t h e w a r d s h a v i n g 
m a d e a s ign i f i can t r ecove ry a n d is n o w 
e x p e c t e d to r e tu rn to ful l h e a l t h . 

Dr J o h n H a s s a r d , T i za rd Hal l w a r 
d e n a n d t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f P u b l i c 
H e a l t h h a v e l o c a t e d t h o s e w h o c a m e 
in to c o n t a c t w i t h t h e i n d i v i d u a l a n d 
a n t i b i o t i c s h a v e b e e n a d m i n i s t e r e d . 
Dr H a s s a r d v i e w e d the s tuden t ' s recov 
e r y as "very g o o d n e w s " a n d fe l t it 
c o u l d b e a t t r i bu ted to "dec i s i v e a c t i o n , 
r e c o g n i s i n g t h e s y m p t o m s a n d no t 

p a n i c k i n g " . 
A "wel l a t t e n d e d " hal l m e e t i n g w a s 

ca l l ed , w h e r e Dr W e i n r e b ( ch ie f d o c t o r 
at the IC H e a l t h Cen t r e ) a d d r e s s e d t h e 
T izard c o m m u n i t y . She r eassu red t h e m 
that d u e to t h e a m o u n t o f t i m e that 
h a s p a s s e d " the e x t r a r isk is n o w 
a b s o l u t e l y m i n u s c u l e " but e m p h a s i s e d 
that the " s e a s o n for m e n i n g o c o c c a l 
i n f e c t i o n is stil l w i t h us till t he S p r i n g 
a n d I u r g e e v e r y o n e to b e v i g i l e n t . 
The impor tan t t h i n g to k n o w is that the 
d i s e a s e c a n d e v e l o p v e r y r a p i d l y , 
s o m e t i m e s w i t h i n a c o u p l e o f h o u r s . 
Early s y m p t o m s m a y be s imi lar to t h o s e 
y o u ge t w i t h a f lu or h a n g o v e r " . 
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Winter Wonderland Library Theft: Arrest 
By Sanjay Sikdar 

O n 18 D e c e m b e r , d e s p i t e t h e cap i ta l ' s 
n u m e r o u s a t t r a c t i ons , C h r i s t m a s rev
el lers f l o c k e d to t h e U n i o n in a r e c o r d 
a t t e n d a n c e for t h e n e w l y e x p a n d e d 
v e n u e . 

dB's p l a yed 
host to t w o l ive 
bands , the first 
o f w h i c h w a s 
S p e c i m e n A. 
Init ia l ly d i s e n 
c h a n t e d w i t h 
t h e i n f a m o u s 
IC apathy , they 
s u c c e e d e d in 
f i l l ing the f l oo r 
w i t h the i r b i g 
beat a n d h i g h 
o c t a n e c o m p o 
s i t i ons , th i s 
w a s f o l l o w e d 
by the R e p l i 
cants a n d t rue 
to the i r n a m e 
t h e y p r o d u c e d 
t h o u g h t p r o 
v o k i n g i n t e r 
p r e t a t i o n s o f 
va r ious f a m o u s 
c o v e r s . T h e 
b a n d ' s r e n d i 
t i on o f o n e cel-
e b r a t e d Photo: Brett You' 
N i r v a n a s o n g 
i n f l a m e d t h e p a s s i o n s of t h o s e in t h e 
m o s h pit a n d seve ra l U n i o n s t e w a r d s 
w e r e c a l l e d u p o n to m i t i g a t e t h e skir 
m i s h e s . 

O t h e r n o t e w o r t h y d i s t r a c t i o n s 

i n c l u d e d a s n o w b o a r d m a c h i n e , 
t h o u g h j u d g i n g by p e o p l e ' s e f fo r t s it 
w a s q u i t e e a s y to s e e w h y t h e r e is stil l 
a d e a r t h o f w i n t e r O l y m p i a n s f r o m this 
coun t r y . Ihe chi l l out r o o m w a s e le 
g a n t l y a d o r n e d w i t h v a r i o u s d r a p e s 
d e p i c t i n g s c e n e s f r o m the ch ron i c l e s o f 
N a r n i a . The Tarot ca rd reader for the 

e v e n i n g r e s i d e d 
t h e r e a n d w a s 
c o n t i n u a l l y 
e n g a g e d by 
Impe r i a l s t u 
d e n t s k e e n to 
c o n f i r m the i r 
lucrat ive careers . 

T h e c a s i n o 
in t h e U n i o n 
g y m w a s a major 
a t t r a c t i o n as 
w e r e t h e tat-
too is ts . The on l y 
p r o b l e m w a s 
that n o b o d y w a s 
p r e p a r e d to 
h a v e o n e d o n e 
in a n u n u s u a l 
l o c a t i o n d e s p i t e 
t h e s i n c e r e 
r e q u e s t s o f 
Fe l ix 's a c e p h o 
t o g r a p h e r . The 
g a m b l i n g p r o 
d u c e d m a n y a 
d r u n k e n l o se r , 

regret It In t h e m o r n i n g espec ia l l y o n the 
Russ ian rou le t te . 

S o m e w e n t for t h e all or n o t h i n g p r i n 
c i p l e w h i l e o n e i n e b r i a t e d g a m b l e r 
c l a i m e d h e c o u l d p red i c t o n w h i c h ha l f 
t h e w h e e l the bal l w o u l d fall by a care 
fu l a p p l i c a t i o n o f the D o p p l e r e f fec t . 

By Ed Sexton 

A h a n d b a g sto len f r om the central library 
last M o n d a y (11 January), was later recov
e r ed by secur i ty . The inc iden t resu l ted 
in o n e arrest b e i n g m a d e by the po l i ce . 

Susp i c i ons w e r e ra ised at a r o u n d 
4 .30pm w h e n t w o m e n , w h o w e r e not 
m e m b e r s of the Co l l ege , w e r e n o t i c e d 
w a n d e r i n g a r o u n d the library. Secur i ty 
w e r e ca l led to invest igate a n d s t o p p e d 
the suspec ts for q u e s t i o n i n g . O n e o f 
the suspec ts w a s f o u n d to be in pos 
sess i on o f a lady's h a n d b a g , w h i c h he 
had h i dden unde rnea th his j u m p e r . The 
b a g w a s later f o u n d to b e l o n g to a 

w o m a n w h o had b e e n w o r k i n g o n the 
third f loor o f the l ibrary. The po l i c e 
w e r e ca l l ed to the s c e n e a n d arrested 
the m a n w h o had b e e n in possess ion of 
the bag . Barry W o o d g a t e , Ch ie f Security 
O f f i c e r for IC S c h o o l o f M e d i c i n e , 
r e m i n d e d all m e m b e r s o f the Co l l ege 
no t to l e a v e the i r b e l o n g i n g s unat 
t e n d e d w h e n o n C o l l e g e p rope r t y at 
any c a m p u s . 

Re fe r r i ng to the inc iden t in the JCR 
at the e n d o f last t e r m [Felix 1131 ], M r 
W o o d g a t e s ta ted that po l i c e w e r e still 
i n ves t i ga t i ng t h e case . As be fo re , any
o n e wi th any in fo rmat ion shou ld contact 
the po l i c e o f f i ce rs l isted in last week ' s 
art ic le. 

Medical RAG 
By David Roberts 

Last S u n d a y s a w the b e g i n n i n g o f the 
first ever IC S c h o o l o f M e d i c i n e U n i o n 
Rag Week , w i th a Rag Dash to Edin 
b u r g h . 

The w e e k c o m b i n e s e ven t s w h i c h 
t rad i t i ona l l y f o r m e d part o f e i the r St 
M a r y ' s or C h a r i n g C ros s R A G , a n d 
s h o u l d h o p e f u l l y raise tens o f t h o u 
sands o f p o u n d s for charity. A var iety o f 
f u n d r a i s i n g e v e n t s w i l l t ake p l a c e 
t h r o u g h o u t the w e e k , c u l m i n a t i n g in a 
ball at the S h e p h e r d s Bush Empi re o n 
f r iday w h e r e the M e d i c a l S c h o o l Presi 
den t , W a d e G a y e d , wi l l be gues t DJ. 
T ickets can be p u r c h a s e d for £15 f r o m 
the ICSMSU o f f i c e o n e a c h si te. 

A se r i e s o f RAG g a m e s w i l l t ake 

p lace this e v e n i n g (Char ing Cross, 7pm), 
d e i s i g n e d to conc l u s i v e l y p rove w h i c h 
c a m p u s is bes t . T u e s d a y n igh t s e e s a 
so i r ee (Mary 's , 6 p m ) a n d a revue & hyp
not i s t ( C h a r i n g C r o s s , 7 p m ) , wh i l s t 
W e d n e s d a y s e e s an ' Invas ion of Lon
d o n ' in the ear ly hou r s , f o l l o w e d in the 
e v e n i n g by a Batt le o f the Bands Bop 
( C h a r i n g Cross , 7 :30pm). I inal ly, Thurs
day sees a h o r d e o f m e d i c s d e s c e n d on 
a n u n s u s p e c t i n g L o n d o n for the Circle 
Line Pub Craw l f i n i s h i n g up at a post 
c rawl b o p (Mary ' s , 11 pm) . 

For m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t the 
w e e k con tac t the ICSMSU RAG Chair 
M i k e Sm i th o n 0181 846 7048, or d rop 
into the RAG o f f i c e at C h a r i n g Cross . 

M o r e i n f o r m a t i o n o n ICU RAG 
W e e k ( w h i c h kicks o f f next Saturday) 
can be f o u n d o n p a g e s 11-14. 
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In brief... 
Wrong Number 

A mispr in t has l ed to "every m a n a n d 
his d o g w a n t i n g to p lay r ugby " w i t h 
o n e un fo r tuna te L o n d o n res ident . D u e 
to her n u m b e r m i s t aken l y a p p e a r i n g in 
the BUSA list o f con ta c t de ta i l s for IC 
S c h o o l o f M e d i c i n e , o n e i n d i v i d u a l s 
h o m e h a s b e e n p l a g u e d w i t h c a l l s 
e n q u i r i n g a b o u t s p o r t i n g f i x t u r e s . 
C o u l d all c o n c e r n e d p l e a s e n o t e t h e 
contac t for ICSM Is: 0171 262 3025. 

Cannabis Clinic 

Cl in ica l trials o f c a n n a b i s h a v e b e e n 
a n n o u n c e d by t h e Br i t ish P h a r m a c e u 
t ical soc ie ty . D o c t o r s in H a m m e r s m i t h 
a n d P l y m o u t h hosp i t a l s m a y start w o r k 
in the next f e w m o n t h s . N i n e h u n d e r d 
pat ients , s u f f e r i n g f r o m m u l t i p l e scle-
roc i s or p o s t - o p e r a t i v e p a i n , w i l l b e 
g i ven ei ther herba l c a n n a b i s or pur i f i ed 
c a n n a b i n o i d s s u c h as THC . If t h e tr ials 
are success fu l , c annab i s c o u l d b e m a d e 
ava i lab le o n p r e s c r i p t i on w i t h i n t h r e e 
yea r s , a c c o r d i n g to The Guardian. 
M e a n w h i l e , t h e first ha rves t o f l ega l 
c a n n a b i s p lants is b e i n g d r i e d at a top-
secre t l o c a t i o n in t h e s o u t h o f E n g 
l and . 

Posh Parentage 

Imper ia l C o l l e g e has b e e n p l a c e d s ixth 
in the nat iona l p o s h stakes w i th a r o u n d 
7 0 % o f its s t u d e n t s h a v i n g w h a t is 
d e e m e d to b e a m i d d l e c l a ss back 

g r o u n d . The t o p spo t s w e r e u n s u r 
p r i s i n g l y f i l l ed by C a m b r i d g e a n d 
O x f o r d w h e r e a b o u t four-f i f ths of t h e 
in take c o m e f r o m the m i d d l e or upper-
c lasses . The c h a m p i o n o f t h e w o r k i n g 
c lass w a s t h e Un ive rs i t y o f Cent ra l Lan 
cash i re w i th u n d e r o n e in th ree o f the i r 
i n t a k e c o m i n g f r o m a 
p r o f e s s i o n a l / m a n a g e r i a l s o c i o - e c o 
n o m i c b a c k g r o u n d . Imper ia l w a s par 
t i c u l a r l y o u t s t a n d i n g w h e n it c a m e to 
its e t h n i c in take , h o w e v e r , s c o r i n g o n e 
o f the h ighes t p e r c e n t a g e s in the c o u n 
try. 

Nightline 

L o n d o n n i g h t l i n c a re cur rent l y l o o k i n g 
for ca r ing , f r iend ly vo lun tee rs . They are 
a c o n f i d e n t i a l l i s t e n i n g o r g a n i s a t i o n 
s u p p l y i n g pract ica l i n f o r m a t i o n for Lon
d o n s t u d e n t s . The s t u d e n t v o l u n t e e r s 
w o u l d n e e d to g ive up th r ee n igh t s a 
t e r m . 

V o l u n t e e r s g a i n v a l u a b l e e x p e r i 
e n c e a n d t h e o b v i o u s sa t i s fac t ion f r o m 
k n o w i n g t h e y a r c h e l p i n g o t h e r s 
N i g h t l i n e a l so o f fe rs t h e o p p o r t u n i t y to 
b e c o m e m o r e i n v o l v e d w i t h e v e r y 
a s p e c t o f the o r g a n i s a t i o n , f r o m mar 
ke t i ng to t ra in ing . The he lp l i ne a lso has 
a n ac t i ve soc i a l d i m e n s i o n a n d g ives 
v o l u n t e e r s t h e c h a n c e to m e e t stu 
d e n t s f r o m all over L o n d o n . 

The re is an in t roductory talk at 7 p m 
o n T u e s d a y 9 February at U L U , r o o m 
2C. V o l u n t e e r s a re ava i l ab le t o a n s w e r 
q u e s t i o n s o n t h e h e l p l i n e : 0171 631 
0101. 

Grandmaster To 
Challenge IC Students 
It's not every day that y o u get to tackle 
a G r a n d m a s t e r over the chessboa rd . . . 
O n your own? N o way! But w i th a f e w 
f r i ends to keep y o u c o m p a n y ? I l m m , 
maybe . . . 

O n M o n d a y 25 January y o u will have 
that chance . Dr J ona than M e s t c l f r om 
the M a t h s Depa r tmen t , o n e o f the top 
G r a n d m a s t e r s in t h e count r y , w i l l b e 
cha l l enged by up to 40 o p p o n e n t s s imu l 
taneous ly . 

He 's g o o d . . . but he 's not inv inc ib le . 
Wi th 40 g a m e s to concen t r a t e o n at the 
s a m e t ime , he 's got a t o u g h j o b o n his 
hands . You m a y just get lucky. You 
on ly n e e d to d r a w a n d you ' l l be a he ro 
(or he ro ine ) . Even if y o u lose you ' l l be 

in g o o d c o m p a n y , you ' l l have s o m e fun 
a n d f ind out just h o w g o o d a Grand
master really is. 

A n y o n e at the C o l l e g e can take up 
the c h a l l e n g e . You don ' t have to b e a 
G r a n d m a s t e r yourse l f , y o u don ' t have 
to be a m e m b e r o f the chess c lub, you 
on ly n e e d to k n o w h o w to play. 

the event wil l start at 6.30pm and f in
ish by 1 0 p m . T h e l o c a t i o n w i l l b e 
a n n o u n c e d later, the re is no cha rge for 
e n t e r i n g . L a t e c o m e r s can be a c c o m 
m o d a t e d , a n d spec ta tors a rc w e l c o m e . 
To reserve a p lace in the line-up o n M o n 
day 25 January, or to f ind out m o r e about 
the Chess C lub , contact Barry Ga le (Email 
b.J.gale@ic.ac.uk, tel . 0181 316 4132). 

The Holland Club, a members only club for IC staff and some postgraduates (e.g. 
Felix columnist Simon Baker), Is situated underneath the west end of the Sherfield 
Building. The bar received a brief refurbishment over the holidays - but don't worry, 
all you finance conscious club treasurers, the work was paid for by profits made in 
the Club and not out of college funds. Photo: Jonas 

ICU Council 
The next meeting will 
take place at 6:30 on 
Monday 25 January In 

the Clore Lecture Theatre 
(in the Huxley Building). 

Items on the a g e n d a 

include the future of the 

CCUs and the need for a 

sabbatical president for the 

Medica l School Un ion . 

The meet ing is o p e n to all, 

and all interested parties 

are advised to attend. 

HAIRSALON 

C U T & B L O W D R Y 

B Y O U R T O P S T Y L I S T S 

& 2 0 L A J D I E S 

& 1 7 M E N 
Normal Price Jt.35 

A C C E S S V I SA M A S T E R C A R D C A S H C H E Q U E S 

' S t i l l t h e b e s t s t u d e n t o f f e r ! * 

1 5 a H a r r i n g t o n R o a d 

S o u t h K e n s i n g t o n 

L o n d o n S W 7 3 E S 

(I Minute walk from 

South Kensington Tube) 

T e l e p h o n e 0 1 7 1 8 2 3 8 9 6 8 
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LT Delays? Surely not... 
Dear Felix, 

I'm h a v i n g a lot o f t r oub l e in ge t t i ng m y 
s tuden t P h o t o c a r d f r o m t h e L o n d o n 
U n d e r g r o u n d . I sent a n app l i c a t i on f o r m 
o n t h e 6th o f O c t o b e r w i th t h e £1 c o i n , 
p h o t o g r a p h a n d all the o the r stuff they 
requi re . But I d idn ' t r ece i ve a n y t h i n g . So 
at the b e g i n n i n g o f D e c e m b e r I p h o n e d 
t h e m to ask w h a t w a s h a p p e n i n g w i th 
my app l i ca t ion . They to ld m e they h a d 
not r e ce i v ed it. That is q u i t e h a r d t o 
bel ieve that this k ind o f e n v e l o p e (I m e a n 
b ig , ye l l ow a n d pr inted) can get lost... 

But a n y w a y I sent a s e c o n d a p p l i c a 
t ion f o r m o n the 3 rd o f D e c e m b e r w i t h 
the £1 co in a n d all t h e o ther stuff. T o d a y 
(12th of January) I p h o n e d t h e m . I m e a n , 
I'm b e c o m i n g a bit nervous about ge t t ing 
this s tudent photocard . . . A n d g u e s s w h a t 
they've to ld m e I This t ime they r e ce i v ed 
m y app l i ca t ion f o r m but they r e fused it. 
As I'm a P h D s tudent , I sent t h e m a p h o 
t o c o p y o f m y reg is t ra t ion f o r m as a n 
Internal pos tgraduate s tudent o f the U n i 
versity o f L o n d o n stat ing c lear ly in cap i 
tal letters that I'm a ful l-t ime s tuden t . 
This is a very of f ic ia l f o r m o n a n Imper
ial Co l l ege l e t te rhead a n d the s igna tu re 
of the Registry. H o w e v e r they to ld m e 
that they a c cep t on l y the reg i s t ra t ion 
cover n o t e ( you k n o w , t h e r ed s h e e t 
with the co l lege s tamp you get w h e n y o u 
register). I th ink it is really unfa i r as it is 
wri t ten in the app l i c a t i on f o r m that t hey 
n e e d 'a clear p h o t o c o p y o f a d o c u m e n t 
to con f i rm your full-time status' a n d this 
is exactly wha t I sent t h e m I Fu r the rmore 
a f r i end o f m i n e sen t exact ly t h e s a m e 
registrat ion f o r m a n d got her s tuden t 
pho toca rd in t w o w e e k s I 

The wors t t h i n g in this ent i re story is 
I was t ed a lot o f m o n e y b u y i n g a w e e k l y 
travelcard every w e e k as I w a s e x p e c t i n g 
to rece ive m y s tuden t p h o t o c a r d fairly 
qu ick ly . A n d as y o u k n o w , o r s h o u l d 
know , b u y i n g w e e k l y t rave lcard is m o r e 
expens i ve t han b u y i n g m o n t h l y travel-
card . 

I b e g i n to be l i eve that the L o n d o n 
U n d e r g r o u n d is d o i n g wha t e ve r it c a n to 

de l ay the p rocess to get your s tudent 
p h o t o c a r d . I m e a n if they really w a n t e d 
to he lp s tudents , it s h o u l d be poss ib le to 
get you r s tudent p h o t o c a r d in the s a m e 
w a y y o u get a n o r m a l p h o t o c a r d : in t w o 
m i n u t e s at every u n d e r g r o u n d desk I 

I w o u l d l ike to k n o w if I'm the on ly 
o n e to have t roub les in ge t t i ng the s tu 
den t p h o t o c a r d . S O IF YOU'RE HAV ING / 
HAVE H A D PROBLEMS T O GET Y O U R STU
DENT P H O T O C A R D , PLEASE E-MAIL ME . 

C a p u c i n e 
(e .mai l : c .wat ine ©ic.ac.uk) 

I know that this is not an uncommon 
problem. David Hellard, ICU President, 
Is currently looking Into the matter (see 
Presidential Talk-Back this Issue), so hope
fully there will soon be a resolution. In 
the mean time, I suggest anyone who 
has experienced similar problems emails 
Mr Hellard (presldent@lc.ac.uk) - Ed 

Room to Rent in 3 
Bedroom Flat: £70 pw. 
Spac ious r o o m to let ( f ema le only) in 

3-bedroom flat w i th 2 o the r f e m a l e 
c l in ica l s tuden ts 

Lovely flat, w a s h i n g m a c h i n e , TV, 
v i deo , 5 m l n s f r om 

C h a r i n g Cross Hosp i ta l 

£70 pw + bills. 

P lease cal l 
0171 385 1472 

or 
0956 228 303 
for m o r e in fo . 

s e x i s m e n d e m i c in w i d e r soc ie ty , but 
this is s o m e t h i n g w e at IC have n o sway 
over, for the t ime b e i n g at least. A d m i t 
t i ng m o r e sui tably sk i l led w o m e n to IC is 
the first s tep to c h a n g i n g this, a n d the 
co l l ege ' s efforts unde r the WISE s c h e m e 
are l audab le . Wh i l e I ag r ee ent i re ly w i th 
M s H u m p h r e y that pos i t i ve d i s c r im ina 
t ion/af f i rmat ive ac t ion (e.g. Insist ing o n 
a d m i t t i n g 5 0 % w o m e n ) is a f l a w e d ph i 
l o s o p h y l ikely to exace rba te the p r o b 
l e m s , I d o n o t s h a r e h e r p e s s i m i s m 
pe r t a in ing to the w i d e r sc ient i f ic w o r l d . 
A n e w g e n e r a t i o n of d y n a m i c w o m e n 
scient ists is n e e d e d to s w e e p away the 
res idua l b igo t s a n d thei r o u t d a t e d pre j 
udices, and IC graduates shou ld be at the 
fo re in this. 

Yours s incere ly , 

S i m o n Lewis 
(ICU Equal O p p o r t u n i t i e s Of f icer ) 

Optimism for Equal Ops Brightening Prospects? 

Dear Sir, 

Your ed i tor ia l o n "Equal O p s - the N e w 
Sexism?" uses your be l i e f that w o m e n 
"think d i f fe rent ly t han m e n " as a basis to 
q u e s t i o n w h e t h e r w o m e n are as equa l l y 
su i t ed to s c i e n c e as m e n . Your state
m e n t s s e e m w o r d e d to avo id excess ive 
o f fence , but nevertheless they are a crass 
genera l isat ion. It is a ques t ion for the psy
chologists , a n d frankly rather irrelevant in 
this instance. Every indiv idual s tudy ing at 
IC w a s a c c e p t e d to d o so o n the basis o f 
A-Level g rades/ in te r v i ews w h i c h w e r e 
s u p p o s e d to ind icate their suitabi l i ty for 
s c i ence . At no po in t s h o u l d their g e n d e r 
have b e e n a n issue. 

It is easy to exp la in away the g e n d e r 
dispari ty at IC w i th such a r g u m e n t s as 
yours , but t hese can o f t en be a vei l for 
"the o ld sex i sm" , t he k ind w h i c h kept 
e m i n e n t l y c apab l e w o m e n out o f m a n y 
p ro f ess i ons for centur ies . Both y o u a n d 
S u s a n n a h H u m f r e y (in her p i e c e o n 
w o m e n in sc ience) are right to b l ame the 

Dear Felix, 

I have a f e w qu i ck c o m m e n t s o n Claire 
Bayntun's article (advert?), ' B r igh ten ing 
Prospects ' in issue 1131, a b o u t t rave l l ing 
a b r o a d . 

I taught in a s u m m e r c a m p for ch i l 
d r e n nea r M o s c o w in 1995 , a n d c a n 
whole-hear ted ly r e c o m m e n d the e x p e 
r ience . I c a m e back a m u c h c h a n g e d 
p e r s o n , a n d no t o n l y in that I h a d 
b e c o m e a V o d k a c o n n o i s s e u r a n d had 
lost a lot o f we igh t ! 

H o w e v e r , m y w o r d o f w a r n i n g is 
that at that t ime , ' Teach ing A b r o a d ' h a d 
qu i te a b a d reputa t ion for not p r o v i d i n g 
m u c h suppor t after y o u got to the deve l 
o p i n g count ry o f your cho i c e . I wi l l not 
g o into further detai ls as they are on l y 
v ague recol lect ions o f second-hand infor
m a t i o n that is 4 years o l d . A n d bes ides , 
I w a s left pretty m u c h o n m y o w n by t h e 
c o m p a n y I wen t w i th . I th ink it is the way 
o f th ings w h e n y o u are 3 hou r s j o u r n e y 
away f rom the nearest city, w i th a p h o n e 

l ine that w o r k e d for 2 w e e k s in 7. It is for 
y o u to m a k e it a w o r t h w h i l e expe r i ence , 
not t h e m . 

H a p p y t rave l l ing , 

J ona than Has t i ngs 
Pet. Eng. PG 

Campaign for Clayponds 
Dear M r Sex ton , 

I a m a ps tg r adua t e s tuden t at Imperia l , 
a n d I a m wr i t i ng to y o u a b o u t the lack of 
a c o m m o n r o o m at C l a yponds . 

I a w a s a little d i s a p p o i n t e d w h e n I 
first arr ived in L o n d o n at t h e lack of a bar 
/ c o m m o n m r o o m at C l a yponds , w h e r e 
it w o u l d b e poss ib l e to relax a n d mee t 
o t h e r s t u d e n t s . A f t e r m a k i n g a f e w 
enqu i r i es , I w a s to ld by severa l sources 
that p e r m i s s i o n for such faci l i t ies had 
b e n g r a n t e d by t h e re levant C o l l e g e 
author i t ies , a n d that the m o n e y to bui ld 
t h e m h a d a lso b e e n s a n c t i o n e d in spirit. 

The re a re m a n y s t uden t s at Clay
p o n d s w h o arrive k n o w i n g no-one else 
in Eng l and , let a l o n e L o n d o n , a n d g iven 
the stressful na ture o f this city, it w o u l d 
be w o r t h the £15k or £20k it w o u l d cost 
t o bu i ld s u c h a smal l facility, b r ing ing 
C l a y p o n d s in l ine w i t h every o the r Impe
rial C o l l e g e hal l . 

I have s p o k e n to m a n y o f m y fe l low 
res idents , a n d they all a g r e e that a c o m 
m o n r o o m w o u l d improve their quality of 
life t r e m e n d o u s l y . 

Thanks for you r t ime , 

S V i rman i 

I myself have visited Clayponds, and 
wholeheartedly agree that It needs a 
common room. As far as I can see, 
there Is no good reason why It should
n't be built right now. Can anyone In col
lege enlighten me? - Ed 

Sinfonia 21 Resident at IC presents a concert 
Friday 29 January 1999, 7.30pm In the Great Hall 

C o n d u c t o r • Stefan Asbury 

Britten - P re lude a n d Fugue 
J ona than Harvey - F rom S i lence 
Charles Ives-Three Places in N e w England 

Sop rano • Rosemary Hardy 

Julian Ande r son - Poetry Nea r ing Si lence 
Shos takov i ch - C h a m b e r S y m p h o n y 

(arr. Barshai) 

B o o k i n g a n d i n fo rma t i on l ine o p e n f r o m 29th D e c e m b e r 0171 594 9359 
£10/ ( concess ions £4) 

Imperial C o l l e g e S tudent Price £3 (Student n u m b e r must be supp l i ed ) 

Deadline for letters is 
12noon Wednesday. 
Letters may be edited 
for length, but will not 
be altered in any other 
way. Letters need not 
be signed, but a swipe 
card must be shown 

when submitting 
anonymous letters. 

mailto:presldent@lc.ac.uk
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Ecstasy is the Unknown 

W i t h o u t a n y c o n s c i o u s e f fo r t b y m e . it 
s e e m s as if d r u g s a re b a c k in t h e l i m e 
l ight in Fel ix. I h c a r t i c l e o n e c s t a s y 
[ page 7] is, in m y o p i n i o n , b a l a n c e d 
a n d fa i r . O n e a r g u m e n t t ha t h a s 
a lways i r r i tated m e in d r u g s d e b a t e s is 
the o l d ' i f y o u e n j o y t a k i n g d r u g s y o u 
can ' t be e n j o y i n g e v e r y d a y l i fe / m u s t 
be d e p r e s s e d / a re p r o b a b l y m e n t a l l y 
u n s o u n d ' e t c e tc . R h u b a r b a n d f i d d l e 
st icks, as m y fa the r w o u l d say. bestasy 
is a great d r u g -1 d o u b t w h e t h e r any 
o n e w h o has t a k e n it in a m i c a b l e su r 
r o u n d i n g s c o u l d c l a i m o t h e r w i s e . Its 
r e c r e a t i o n a l v a l u e is u n d e n i a b l e . I h c 
q u e s t i o n is h o w h i g h is t h e p r i c e for 
that r u s h i n g e u p h o r i a ? A n d t h e 
a n s w e r is tha t , w i t h a d r u g o n l y 
d e c a d e s o l d , w e h a v e n o w a y o f yet 
k n o w i n g its t rue d a n g e r s , or b e n e f i t s . 

Wha teve r your s t ance o n t h e l e g a l 
i sa t ion o f c a n n a b i s as a r e c r e a t i o n a l 
d r u g , I h o p e that m o s t p e o p l e a p p l a u d 
t h e tr ials sho r t l y t o b e u n d e r t a k e n at 
P l y m o u t h a n d H a m m e r s m i t h h o s p i t a l s 
[page 31. I'm sure that M S su f f e r e r s all 
over Br i ta in w i l l , a n y w a y . It's i n t e res t 
i n g to s p e c u l a t e h o w far t h e t e r m 
' m e d i c i n a l u s e ' c o u l d s t r e t c h . 
H e a d a c h e s ? P r o b a b l y . M i l d d e p r e s 
s i on ? P o s s i b l y . H o w a b o u t w r i t e r ' s 

b l o c k o n a B i o l o g y essay? H o p e f u l l y . 
A f t e r a l l , s u r e l y c r e a t i v e i l ls a r c as 
i m p o r t a n t as phys i c a l on es . . . A n y w a y , 
th i s l e a d s m e n i ce l y o n to 

Creative Arts 

T h e r e a r en ' t e n o u g h arty p e o p l e at IC. 
N o s u r p r i s e t h e r e , I h e a r y o u say. W e 
al l h a v e a n art ist ic s i de , t h o u g h , a n d 
m o s t o f us e x p r e s s it t h r o u g h o n e 
m e d i u m or a n o t h e r . M o s t o f us p r o b 
a b l y a l s o t h i n k w e a r e ' b a d ' at art 
( w h a t e v e r that m e a n s ) . The story in 
this w e e k ' s i s sue [ p a g e 81 is a w e l 
c o m e ( and very g o o d ) c h a n g e f r o m 
the ni t ty r a t i ona l i t y o f s c i e n c e . Impe 
rial d o e s ac tua l l y h a ve a n arts m a g a 
z i n e ; P h o e n i x . It is a l w a y s a f t e r 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s , b e t h e y p r o s e , poe t ry , 
d r a w i n g s or w h a t e v e r . P h o e n i x is n o w 
a n a n n u a l m a g a z i n e , r e d u c e d f r o m 
t h e p o p u l a r i t y it e n j o y e d u n d e r its 
f o u n d e r , II G We l l s , by t h e bi r th o f 
Fel ix in 1949. . . 

Fifty Years Ago 

. . .wh i ch m e a n s , o f c o u r s e , that Fel ix is 
ha l f a c e n t u r y o l d th is yea r . Fo r tu 
i t ous l y for m e Fe l ix 's b i r t hday is next 
A u t u m n , a f te r m y t e r m o f o f f i c e has 

e n d e d , so I'll a v o i d the d r e a d e d ' c o l 
lect al l t h e e d i t o r s f r o m the last f i fty 
yea rs a n d d u m p t h e m in a bar ' party . 
I w a s t h i n k i n g , h o w e v e r , o f p r i n t i n g 
bits a n d p i e c e s f r o m t h o s e ear ly yea rs 
as 1999 p r o g r e s s e s . W h i c h is w h e r e 
y o u c o m e in . If a n y o n e has b e e n at IC 
for , h o w sha l l I put it, a s u b s t a n t i a l 
a m o u n t o f t i m e , or has r e l a t i ons w h o 
w e r e h e r e in t h e d e c a d e af ter the war , 
let m e k n o w . I'm a l so m i s s i n g s o m e 
yea r s o f Fel ix f r o m t h e s ix t ies a n d sev 
e n t i e s , if a n y o n e has a n at t ic fu l l o f 
b a c k c o p i e s . 

Write Travel (with no links) 

T h o s e love l y (?!) p e o p l e w h o m a k e the 
R o u g h G u i d e s e r i e s o f b o o k s h a v e 
o f f e r e d m e a dea l . I print regular b lu rb 
a b o u t the i r b o o k s , a n d they ' l l g i v e a 
R o u g h G u i d e to s o m e o n e w r i t i n g a 
travel f e a t u r e for Fel ix. So if y o u k n o w 
a bit a b o u t s o m e far f l u n g c o r n e r o f 
this w o r l d , a n d f ancy g e t t i n g y o u r s e l f 
a g u i d e b o o k o n it, let m e k n o w . 
H o p e f u l l y we ' l l be s tar t ing in a w e e k or 
t w o . P e r h a p s a s im i l a r s c h e m e invo lv 
i n g f r e e b i t t e r w o u l d t e m p t s o m e 
spor t s t e a m s to w r i t e m a t c h r epor t s 
next week . . . ? 

-Ed 

The Week Ahead 
M o n d a y 

Games Meeting 12.30pm 
For PC, PSX & N64 rev iewers . 
Film Meeting 1pm 
For all y o u c i n e m a - g o i n g types. 
News Meeting 1.30pm 

T u e s d a y 

News Meeting 12pm 

To review progress and discuss new news 

W e d n e s d a y 

Late News Meeting 2pm 

F r i d a y 

Arts Meeting 12pm 
For theatre and m u s e u m goers 
Photography & News Meeting 1,20pm 
For Al I pho tog raphe r s a n d news writers 
MuslcMeetlng 1.30pm 
I or ALL s ingle a n d a l b u m reviewers 
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W ell, here w e are aga in , happy as 
can be . Un less , o f cou r se , y o u 
are o n e o f t h e u n f o r t u n a t e s 

w h o have e x a m s to d o as w e speak , for 
w h i c h y o u have m y sympathy . I h o p e 
that you all h ad a g o o d Chr istmas, a f ford 
ing y o u the oppo r tun i t y to r e cha rge t h e 
batteries prior to ge t t i ng a n n i h i l a t e d o n 
N e w Year's Eve. For my part, as is n o w tra
d i t iona l , I v e n t u r e d to a little s h i n d i g at 
A lexandra Palace, b o p p i n ' the night away 
with all you youngsters ( though I was sur
pr ised a n d d i s a p p o i n t e d to s ee virtual ly 
n o b o d y e lse f r o m IC there ) . D a m n f i ne 
e v e n i n g , a n d we l l w o r t h the c h a r g e o f 
in ter fer ing w i th the Royal M a i l that w a s 
nearly b rough t aga inst a g o o d f r i end o f 
m i n e , w h o b e c a m e l o c k e d in a ma i l 
r o o m in pursuit o f t ickets for sa id even t . 
It's a l o n g story, the deta i ls o f w h i c h c an 
be r e c o u n t e d if y o u cross m y p a l m w i th 
bitter. 

So far, as is to be e x p e c t e d , it's b e e n 
a bit quiet at Imper ia l . It is r eassu r ing to 
see that Estates' pa s s i on for s igns is not 
d i m i n i s h e d as w e a p p r o a c h the m i l l e n 
n i u m . The b i g silver insta l lat ion o u t s i d e 
the BMS is certainly a depar ture f r o m the 
b lue ones , bo th in co l ou r a n d legibi l i ty; 
I w a s b e g i n n i n g to th ink that m y eyes 
we re g o i n g , but s ince I on l y had t h e m 
checked a fortn ight ago , it must the grey 
o n grey co l ou r c o m b i n a t i o n . Still, w e 
can't have the m e d i c s s l u m m i n g it w i th 
the b lue ef forts . Pe rhaps it wi l l be eas ier 
to read w h e n it has b e e n g i l d e d a n d 
e n c r u s t e d w i th d i a m o n d s . The U n i o n 
s e e m s to have a c h i e v e d a bit o f a victory 
in its batt le for a n e w l i cence , g i v i n g the 
bu i l d ing a sens ib l e f ire l imit. H o p e f u l l y 
this wil l m e a n a n e n d to the p a r a n o i d 
o f f i c i ousness d i sp layed by s o m e o f t h e 
stewards, w h o s e uncharacter is t ic behav 
iour was so over the t o p as to be l a u g h 
ab le . Congra tu l a t i ons to all c o n c e r n e d . 

Simon Baker 

With that m i l e s tone out the way, y o u can 
n o w f o c u s your ef forts on se rv ing c o n 
s i s tent l y g o o d bee r , a s l ight ly b i g g e r 
unde r t ak i ng , I'll wage r . 

The Euro, for the benef i t o f those liv
ing o n Mars o f late, has n o w arrived, w i th 
m o r e of a w h i m p e r than a bang . Desp i te 
the l ud i c rous p r o n o u n c e m e n t s by vari 
o u s E u r o p e a n po l i t i c i ans , w h o p ro 
c l a i m e d it a s u c c e s s after t w o h o u r s 
t r a d i n g , it is 
far t o o ear l y 
to tell if it wil l 
b e successfu l . 
O n e ear ly 
b e n e f i t has 
b e e n to clar
ify the future 
d i r e c t i o n o f 
t h e EU. A n y 
o n e w h o 
c l a i m e d that 
talk of f ede r 
a l i s m w a s 
m e r e anti-
E u r o p e p ro 
p a g a n d a 
s h o u l d have 
b e e n sui tably 
h u m b l e d by 
I ranco-Ger-
m a n state 
m e n t s o n the 
Euro b e i n g 
t h e first s t ep 
to full in tegra 
t i on . This, o f cou rse , w a s pa infu l ly obv i 
o u s to m a n y p e o p l e , w h o w e r e 
par t i cu la r l y t r o u b l e d by t h e po l i t i ca l 
d i m e n s i o n that the French w e r e so k e e n 
to p r o m o t e , w i th talk o f c rea t ing a cur
rency d e s i g n e d to insulate Eu rope f r o m 
the m e n a c e o f g loba l i sa t ion . It is a lmost 
t o u c h i n g that grown-up p e o p l e still ho ld 
such r id iculous v iews. The G e r m a n s have 

Voice of Reason 

also m a d e no secret of their desire to use 
the s ing le cur rency as a too l to a ch i e ve 
tax ' h a r m o n i s a t i o n . ' For the un in i t i a ted , 
this is an i n g e n i o u s plan that enab l e s 
G e r m a n y to susta in its c r i pp l i ng rates o f 
c o r p o r a t e t axa t i on by i m p o s i n g a n 
equa l l y d a m a g i n g r e g i m e on the rest of 
Europe . M a n y Eu ropean na t i ons have 
n o p r o b l e m w i t h th is , b e c a u s e t h e y 
a l ready have an equa l l y o u t m o d e d a n d 

u n h e l p f u l tax 
s y s t e m , but 
Br i ta in w o u l d 
pay an incred-

; ibly h i g h pr ice 

g r a ve sover-
mr ^tattk e i g n t y i s sues 
* y - ^ I,usee h\ sue h 
\ , « • • a n i n e I ho 

a r g u m e n t as 
i i f ^ j . t 0 w h e t h e r 

Britain s h o u l d 
si;;r-..:) to-;-o 

- %^ | Euro has 
m o v e d o n . II 
is not so 
m u c h an issue 
o f success or 
fa i lure o f the 
cur rency , but 
w h a t w o u l d 
f o l l o w f r o m 
m e m b e r s h i p , 

n ame l y an inexorab le drift t o w a r d f e d 
eral ism. In the words of the great ph i loso 
pher, is that what y o u want , ' cos that 's 
what ' l l ' a p p e n . 

The sh i f t i ng s a n d s o f sove r e i gn t y 
(first issue of the year, a n d he ' s started 
a l l i terat ing) wi l l b e an i ssue this year 
w i th in the loose c o n f e d e r a t i o n o f t r ibes 
that is Imperial. M o v e s are aga in a foot to 

t inker w i th the C C U s , a top ic w h i c h has 
g i ven ga in fu l e m p l o y m e n t to sabba t i 
cals s i n ce t h e d a w n o f t ime . W h e n e v e r 
this i ssue c o m e s up , it inev i tably stirs 
g rea t p a s s i o n s in all o f a b o u t ha l f a 
d o z e n p e o p l e ac ross the c a m p u s . Even 
by Imperial s tandards, the s u p r e m e indif
f e r e n c e that gree ts any such efforts is 
inc red ib le , a n d very te l l ing . The recent 
history of the C C U s has not b e e n a happy 
o n e , d o m i n a t e d by c o c k u p s a n d p e o p l e 
e l e c t ed o n a d e m o c r a t i c m a n d a t e o f a 
c o u p l e o f pe r cen t o f C o l l e g e m e m b e r s , 
w h o are i n capab l e o f r u n n i n g a bath , let 
a l o n e the RCSU, C & G U a n d so forth. The 
p r o b l e m s t ems f r o m the fact that the 
p e o p l e r u n n i n g t h e s e a u g u s t b o d i e s 
s e e m to s e e their o rgan i sa t i ons as rivals 
to ICU. Consequen t l y , they establ ish vast 
n u m b e r s o f pos t s for t h e mos t trivial 
tasks, w i th w h i c h they n e e d not c o n 
ce rn t h e m s e l v e s . C C U s s e e k to dup l i 
ca te all a spec t s o f the U n i o n , so w e 
have we l f a r e of f i cers , a c a d e m i c affairs 
o f f i ce rs etc etc. Such over-representa 
t ion mere l y g e n e r a t e s m o r e p a p e r w o r k 
a n d c o m m i t t e e m e e t i n g s w i th p rec ious 
little t ang ib l e bene f i t for s tudents . The 
c lubs issue ra ised by the ICU Pres ident is 
less con t rove rs i a l , t h o u g h o n ba l ance 
they w o u l d lose n o n e o f their identity 
a n d it w o u l d pure ly m a k e th ings s impler 
to admin i s te r . As it is, the on l y activit ies 
that t h e C C U s n e e d w o r r y a b o u t arc 
cn ts , pr inc ipa l ly in Freshers ' w e e k , their 
p u b l i c a t i o n s , h o w e v e r e x e c r a b l e they 
m a y be , a n d a l u m n i re lat ions. Leaner 
o rgan i sa t ions , s t r ipped o f t h e l eg ions of 
s e l f - o p i n i o n a t e d b o r e s so l a c k i n g in 
o rgan i sa t i ona l skil ls that they cou ldn ' t 
e v e n f i nd g a i n f u l e m p l o y w i t h i n ICU, 
w o u l d over t i m e b e c o m e m o r e popu la r 
a n d success fu l , rather than the pitiful 
s h a d o w s o f their f o r m e r se lves that they 
are at the m o m e n t . 

Presidential Talk-Back 
Since the b e g i n n i n g of t e rm , the U n i o n 
has b e e n i n u n d a t e d w i t h c o m p l a i n t s 
a b o u t t h e L o n d o n T ranspo r t s c h e m e 
(thank you M iche l l e for g iv ing half o f your 
t ime to them. ) App l i c a t i ons have b e e n 
lost, re jec ted, s to l en a n d as a result s tu 
dents are h a v i n g to part w i th b u d g e t e d 
money . Hav ing c o m p l a i n e d several t imes 
verbally, in letters a n d t h r o u g h the U L U 
c h a i n to t h e c o m p a n y w i t h n o joy , I 
dec ided to try and track d o w n the source 
o f their p r o b l e m s . 

The re are very f e w l ines o f c o m 
plaint for students ; the t e l e p h o n e service 
is inef fect ive ; y o u can f ind out w h e t h e r 
or not y o u r a p p l i c a t i o n has b e e n 
p rocessed or re jec ted , but c o m p l a i n t s 
are never l o g g e d or r e c o r d e d a n d the 
phrase 'b r i ck w a l l ' s p r i n g s to m i n d . I 
spoke for qu i te a l o n g t ime to o n e o f the 
ope ra to r s , m a k i n g t h e m e x p l a i n t h e 
shambles a n d of course there w e r e 'vary

i n g r e a s o n s . ' The 
mos t o b v i o u s o n e 
w a s that t h e r e 
c o u l d b e a d o d g y 
p o s t m a n t ak ing all 
of the e n v e l o p e s to 
m a k e a bit o f cash 
b e f o r e t hey reach 
LT. The so l u t i on to 
this is to s e n d your 
a p p l i c a t i o n s in a 
w h i t e e n v e l o p e . I 
a l so f o u n d out that 
t h e y a c c e p t 
c h e q u e s , just m a k e 
t h e m ou t to L o n 
d o n Transport . Lf 
a l so b l a m e d t h e 
mai l h o u s e ; the f o rms are p r o c e s s e d at 
LT, check ing whe the r they are valid or not 
and then the in format ion is sent on to the 
m a i l i n g h o u s e w h o s e n d out the cards. 

David Hellard, ICU President 
N e x t yea r t h e r e is 
doub t as to w h e t h e r 
the s a m e m a i l i n g 
h o u s e wi l l b e u sed ; 
let's just h o p e not. 
This d o e s stil l not 
account for the t ime 
pe r i ods f r o m s e n d 
ing a letter off to the 
r e j e c t i on let ter or 
the h igh n u m b e r o f 
' i n a d e q u a t e ' a p p l i 
ca t ions . 

There a re still 
s o m e i s sues that 
n e e d to be set t led 
w i th L o n d o n Trans
port, the most obv i 

ous b e i n g access to the s c h e m e for all 
s tuden t s (not just u n d e r 25s) a n d a n 
increase in the pe r i od that the card is 
usab le to all twe lve m o n t h s o f the year, 

as PhD and clinical m e d i c i n e students are 
still s t u d y i n g . H o p e f u l l y t h e s e wi l l be 
reso l ved by the e n d of the year w i th in 
the Univers i ty o f L o n d o n U n i o n . 

Unt i l t h e n if y o u have a compla in t 
the best t h i n g to d o is to wr i te to D e n 
nis Toryc l i f f , C h i e f Execu t i ve , L o n d o n 
T ranspor t , 55 B r o a d w a y L o n d o n SW1 
HOBD a n d c o p y t h e letter to R ichard 
Parry, M a r k e t P l a n n i n g if y o u ' r e extra 
k e e n . 

If y o u d id not r e ce i ved a card w i th in 
the usua l 28 days a n d have lost m o n e y 
b e c a u s e o f this, or if y o u have bough t 
w e e k l y Travel cards ins tead o f a month l y 
o n e in the expec t a t i on that your card 
w o u l d c o m e w i t h i n the next f e w w e e k s 
a n d h a v e c o n s e q u e n t l y lost m o n e y 
p lease ema i l m e w i th the a m o u n t and 
r e a s o n s at p r e s i d e n t @ i c . a c . u k . If w e 
receive e n o u g h letters I've got a stunt up 
my s l eeve that m igh t have s o m e effect . 

mailto:president@ic.ac.uk
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A g o n y o r E c s t a s y ? 
Sarah Rutt's personal perspective on the love drug 

. . .so h e r e I a m , r ight at t h e f ron t o f t h e s t a g e in 
t h e c e n t r e o f t h e d a n c e f l o o r , r ight in t h e m i d d l e o f 
this b r e a k d o w n m e l t d o w n w h i c h is g o i n g o n fo r e ve r 
this is never g o n n a e n d a n d t h e l ights a re in m y eyes 
or p e r h a p s m y eyes a re c l o s e d PUT Y O U R H A N D S IN 
THb AIR a n d l ea rn h o w to fly C O M L O N N O W GL I 
Y O U R H A N D S IN THb AIR w e ' r e a l m o s t t h e r e it's 
near ly t im e near l y t i m e a n d w o a h the re I just lost m y 
h e a d s o m e w h e r e can ' t f e e l m y fee t but e v e r y b o d y ' s 
s h o u t i n g h e y just l o o k a r o u n d a n d s e e FIVE t h e 
s m i l e s t O U R t h e l igh ts THREE t h e c h o o n z T W O t h e 
c r o w d O N E h e r e w e g o a r e y o u r e a d y fo r th i s 
b e c a u s e it's N INETEEN NINETY NIIIIIIINE.... 

. . .and t h e n , s o m e w h e r e in t h e m ids t o f t h e h u g s 
a n d the g r ins a n d t h e ' h a p p y n e w yea r ' s that b r eak 
d o w n f ina l l y c o m e s to a n e n d , the bea t k i cks b a c k 
in, a n d there ' l l be no s i t t ing still for at least t w o hours . 
You k n o w the f e e l i n g : t h e m u s i c r ips r ight t h r o u g h 
y o u , you ' r e g e t t i n g m i l e - l o n g t racers o f f y o u r h a n d s , 
a n d , apart f r o m a spo t o f j a w a c h e t hanks to that g u m 
y o u can't s t op c h e w i n g , y o u ' v e n e v e r fe l t s o f u c k i n ' 
a m a z i n g - m a t e - in y o u r l i fe . Y o u k n o w d a m n w e l l 
you ' l l f ee l l ike shi t t o m o r r o w , but that d o e s n ' t ma t 
ter r ight n o w , d o e s it? A f t e r a l l , t h e c o m e d o w n is a 
fair pr ice for s u c h a b l i n d i n g n igh t out , a n d that brain-
ce l l m e l t d o w n w i l l o n l y last a day . W o n ' t it? 

fet m e tel l y o u a b o u t A d a m , a s a l e s m a n . I m e t 
h i m in t h e s t reet : h e c a m e r u s h i n g u p to m e o n e 
s u m m e r a f t e r n o o n , b i g g r i n a n d w i d e e y e s , a n d 
a s k e d s t ra ight ou t if I k n e w w h e r e h e c o u l d ge t Es, 
d o p e , e v e n a w r a p o f s p e e d . N o , I s a i d , I qu i t t h e 
s tuf f a w h i l e back . H i s f a c e fe l l . Sort of . The gr in 
w a s still t h e r e , as If p a i n t e d o n , a n d h is e y e s w e r e 
still w i d e , b l ank , s t a r i n g . H e s t a r t ed to ta lk t r ip le 
s p e e d , in t h e w a y that p i l l ed-up p e o p l e d o , a n d I just 
a s s u m e d h e w a s o f f h is f a c e . M o r e Es? H e s o u n d e d 
to m e l ike h e ' d t a k e n a m o n t h ' s w o r t h a l r eady . 

H e a s k e d m e m y n a m e , a n d t o l d m e h is . T h e n 
w h e t h e r I k n e w o f a n y d e c e n t c l u b s loca l l y : h e w a s 
n e w to t h e a r e a . T w o m i n u t e s later h e w a s a s k i n g 
m y n a m e a g a i n , a n d a g a i n in a n o t h e r t w e n t y s e c 
o n d s , a n d a g a i n a m i n u t e a f t e r that . "I'm A d a m , 
h o w ' r e y a do in ' ? " o c c u r r e d at least f i ve t i m e s in t e n 
m i n u t e s . It t u r n e d ou t ( seve ra l t i m e s ) that h e was-

3,4 Methylene-dloxy-N-methylamphetamlne - do you really want this swimming around Inside your body? 

n't e v e n o n a n y t h i n g r ight t h e n , h e just t o o k a f e w 
pil ls m o s t w e e k e n d s , a n d h a d b e e n d o i n g so for t h e 
pas t year . O r t h r ee . H e c o u l d n ' t rea l ly r e m e m b e r . 
T w o ' I 'm A d a m ' s later I c o u l d n ' t t a ke any m o r e , a n d 
w a l k e d off . H a d I s e e n h i m a g a i n a m i n u t e a f te r 
w a r d s I d o u b t h e w o u l d ' v c r e m e m b e r e d eve r meet-

a l r eady . 
O k a y , s o e c s t a s y is d a n g e r o u s . But, o n the 

o t h e r h a n d , I'm n o t s u g g e s t i n g that w e c a n all l ive 
up to the g o v e r n m e n t ' s idea l o f s u p r e m e wi l l p o w e r , 
a n d res ist t h e s tu f f a l t o g e t h e r . I'm not a d v o c a t i n g 
the use o f d r u g s he re , but p e o p l e w/7/takc t h e m , a n d 
they have a r ight to k n o w w h e r e they s t and . I h c o d d 
pi l l e v e r y f e w m o n t h s p r o b a b l y ( and n o t e I say p r o b 
ably ) w o n ' t d o y o u m u c h h a r m - p r o v i d e d y o u don ' t 
mix it w i t h o the r d rugs , e s p e c i a l l y a l c o h o l , a n d w a t c h 
your wa te r i n take (a p int a n h o u r is a b o u t r ight) . But, 
if y o u ' r e t a k i n g ecstasy m o s t w e e k e n d s , or if y o u fee l 
that y o u need a pi l l to e n j o y y o u r s e l f , t h e n y o u ' r e 
d o i n g y o u r s e l f s o m e s e r i o u s d a m a g e . G e t y o u r s e l f 
s o r t e d , m a t e , a n d get y o u r s e l f o f f it. If y o u don ' t , 
t h e c h a n c e s are that you ' l l b e c o m e a n o t h e r A d a m , 
a n o t h e r v e g e t a b l e w h o s e t h o u g h t s r u n in ever-
d e c r e a s i n g c i rc les . I don ' t w a n t that . You don ' t w a n t 
that . As t h e s a y i n g g o e s , c h o o s e l i fe . 

i n g m e . 
If that 's no t b ra in d a m a g e , I d o n ' t k n o w w h a t is. 

A n d if y o u w a n t ' ha rd ' e v i d e n c e , y o u c a n h a v e that , 
t o o ; r e s u l t s o f r e c e n t s t u d i e s o n e c s t a s y u s e r s 
s t r o n g l y s u g g e s t that p r o l o n g e d u s e c a n resu l t in 
l ong- te rm m e m o r y loss , d e p r e s s i o n , a n d p a r a n o i a . 
That ' s no t just f o r g e t f u l n c s s a n d m o p e y f e e l i n g s o n 
c o m e d o w n - d a y : b ra in d a m a g e is for l i fe . A d a m m a y 
t h i n k he ' s e n j o y i n g h imse l f , but I s u s p e c t that w i t h i n 
a n o t h e r y ea r or so , he ' l l b e i n c a p a b l e o f d o i n g any 
t h i n g m o r e c o m p l e x t h a n t h e w a s h i n g u p . The 
u p s i d e is that he ' l l w a s h all t h e p l a tes at least tw i c e , 
b e c a u s e h e can ' t r e m e m b e r that he ' s d o n e t h e m 

If y ou w o u l d like advice, information or counsel l ing to d o with drugs, call the Nat ional Drugs 

Helpl ine o n 0800 77 66 00. T h e service is free, confidential , a n d Is opera ted 24 hours a day. 
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Stella d id no t wan t to be here, that 

was all that she was th ink ing about . 

She d id no t wan t to be here, s itt ing 

on this l u m p y sofa, d r i n k i n g this 

tea, trying to make conversation with 

these imposs ib le people. She w o u l d 

have paid a lot o f m o n e y to have 

been somewhere else, anywhere else. 

She was at her mother-in-law's, 

who had issued the invitation a lmost 

five mon ths previously. Stella had 

taken an instant dislike to the flat, 

and ten minutes later she was pos i 

tively repulsed by it. However , wha t 

was worse were the people w h o were 

in it. They were a few selected friends 

of Henry 's m o t h e r : seven anc i en t 

and shrivelled w o m e n , whose hus 

bands had wi thout exception expired 

many years previously. These w o m e n 

(Henry's mo the r had to be regret

tably inc luded) were so grossly c o n 

ceited and con temptuous that it was 

verging on the comica l . 

Stella, however, was f i nd ing it 

everything else but comica l at this 

moment . She was sitting on the edge 

o f the sofa a n d was s t rugg l ing 

through the last ruins of a conver 

sation with the person o n her right. 

It was clear that the d ia logue had 

died some time ago yet she was stub

born ly try ing to carry it o n . Part o f 

the p rob l em was the fact that her 

conversat ional partner looked and 

smelt like she had been l iving in a 

bottle of gin for the past ten years. 

W i t h a sudden c o m p u l s i o n , Stella 

abrupt l y s t opped the m o n o l o g u e 

and turned to her left to f ind the per

son s i t t ing there s ta r ing at her. 

Stella's left n e i g h b o u r had a very 

interesting m o u t h : it looked like it 

had been yanked shut wi th a length 

o f str ing, and tw i t ched a n d p r o 

truded f rom the sunken face as if 

someone was still pu l l i ng the str ing. 

The o ld w o m a n ' s eyes were fixed 

on Stella's and it actually looked like 

she was go ing to say someth ing . Fire 

the cannons, thought Stella, one o f 

these crones is actually go ing to start 

a conversat ion wi th m e for once. 

"Tell me , " the w o m a n wheezed, 

" you were mar r i ed in December , is 

that correct?" 

Stella nodded hesitantly. "Yes..." 

" A n d y o u have a chi ld n a m e d 

J o y s 

i n , t h e 
A t t i c 

James?" 

"That's r ight." 

" M r s . M a y told me that he was 

b o r n in M a r c h . " Stella was not so 

f o r t h c o m i n g wi th a response. She 

was slightly uneasy as to where this 

was leading. 

"Yes..." she said again. The o ld 

w o m a n paused, as if she was trying 

to achieve some effect. 

" D o n ' t y o u think June or there

after w o u l d have been more app ro 

priate?" 

Stella had to think for a m o m e n t 

and then realised that the w o m a n 

was referr ing to the fact that James 

had been born less than nine months 

after her wedd ing . For a m o m e n t 

anger threatened to crush her c o m 

posure and she struggled to remain 

civil ised. 

" W e are all entit led to our o p i n 

ions, " she said curtly. 

"Whe re is the chi ld now? " the 

w o m a n croaked. 

"He's asleep next door . " 

"A lone? " 

"Yes, alone." There was an uneasy 

silence between them, which the old 

w o m a n seemed to regard as a k ind 

of victory. Stella decided to continue. 

"But I can hear if he so m u c h as 

squeaks, look." She briefly squ i rmed 

on the sofa and extracted a radio-like 

object f r o m her jeans pocket. There 

was a soft but clearly audible rasp

ing emanat ing from it, "We call it the 

baby phone. There's another like it by 

James's bed. It transmits even the 

slightest sound to this one. Listen, 

y o u can hear h i m snor ing. . . " Stella 

held it ou t for the w o m a n to exam

ine. For one m o m e n t , it s eemed 

there was a gleam o f curiosity in the 

o ld lady's eyes and her w i the red 

hand was already hover ing to reach 

for it. Then she started and her hand 

d r o p p e d back into her lap like a 

dead fish. She gave a k ind o f snort 

ing sound . 

" H o w can y o u entrust the safety 

of y o u r chi ld to an electric box like 

that?" She grated. 

Stella regarded her adversary 

w i th a m ix tu re of d isbe l ie f a n d 

a lmost pity. Then the sight of her 

husband rising from his chair across 

the r o o m caught her eye. Henry me t 

her gaze, w inked , and slunk though 

the door. "Excuse me," Stella snapped 

and fol lowed h im wi th great relief. 

She f ound h im sprawled on the 

doub le bed in the adjacent r o o m , 

beside the cot where James was still 

snor ing away through his tiny p ink 

nose. W i t h a resigned sigh she lay 

beside h i m and rested her head on 

his chest, which t remored with silent 

chuckles. 

" D o n ' t say w h a t y o u ' r e about to 

say," he whispered. "You were about 

to say that y o u wou ld rather have 

washed a hundred dead camels than 

c o m i n g here today, am I r ight?" 

"Nea r e n o u g h , " 

" O K , bu t w o u l d y o u have also 

given them mouth- to-mouth? " 

"Look, I'm sorry Henry, but I'm 

not in the m o o d for this." 

"Alright, Alright," and they lay for 

a whi le in silence. 

After a whi le Henry spoke again, 

"I think it's t ime I let y o u into some 

secrets," Stella stirred on his chest. 

" A r e y o u in the m o o d for some really 

juicy secrets?" 

" G o on then. " 

" M a y b e 1 shou ld have told y o u 

before we came, it w o u l d have cer

tainly cheered y o u up. W h e r e shall 

we start?...urn...OK, you r emember 

that w o m a n w h o y o u were sitting 

beside last t ime, the one wi th the 

really curly d ied hair, yes? Her name 

is M r s . C r o w and she has a rather 

unfortunate health prob lem. A prob

lem wh ich none of the others know 

about, bar m y mothe r that is. You 

see, she has a qui te large and very 

painful cyst on her...urn...well, to put 

it crudely, on her arse. A n d , er... to 

be accurate, it's in her arse." 

"Henry , w h y on earth wou ld I 

want to know that?" 

"L i s ten , it gets a lot worse. 

Because o f th is , . . th is . . .THING she 

can't wipe herself like no rma l people 

after having a...well, y o u know what. 

Anyway , so instead of w i p i n g she 

washes herself and at h o m e she has 

a bidet installed for this purpose. 

However , when she's at other places 

there s o m e t i m e s aren ' t bidets 

a round , so...." 

"I really d o n ' t like the sound of 

this." 

"...So she has to use the sink." 

Hen r y paused and savoured the 

m o m e n t . 

He knew very well that the flat in 

wh i ch they were in - his mother 's 

flat - d id no t conta in a bidet. He 

waited for a c o m m e n t from Stella 

but as there was none he cont inued. 

" O n e day M r s . C r o w went to the loo 

here and forgot to lock the bath

r o o m door . M y mo the r entered the 

ba th room unawares and caught her 

in flagrante del icto, contor ted over 

the sink - you can imagine the scene. 
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Unfortunately though, she managed 

to blackmail m y mothe r into silence 

because m y mo the r - as y o u know 

- is as i ncon t inen t as a sieve. By 

coincidence M r s . C r o w was the on ly 

one f rom their g roup to k n o w this 

and therefore she th rea tened to 

make it publ ic if m y mo the r spi l led 

the beans abou t her. It's qui te sad 

really." 

Both lay in silence for a whi le, 

but Henry noted wi th satisfaction 

that Stella was smi l i ng slightly. 

"It's totally true, y o u know, " he 

said. " N o w I'll tell y o u abou t M r s . 

Chambers . You r e m e m b e r her, she's 

the one that told y o u all abou t her 

son. You will have f o u n d no th i ng 

unusual about that, in fact it's an 

interesting and very t ouch ing story. 

But had y o u had another conversa

tion with her you ' l l have f o u n d that 

she wou ld have said all the same 

things, because her son is all she 

talks about. She is infatuated wi th 

her son, her son's legacy is the rea

son for her life. 

" N o w y o u ' l l th ink that even 

though that m igh t be slightly eccen

tric, y o u can't hold it against her, see

ing what this son o f hers d id . We l l , 

I'm telling y o u that everything that 

she told y o u - everything that she 

tells anyone in fact - is m a d e up , a 

f igment o f her imag ina t ion . " 

Stella coughed. "Henry , h o w can 

y o u be so sure o f this?" 

"I'm tel l ing you , it's the truth 

and n o t even m y m o t h e r knows 

about this. I heard f r o m a very rel i 

able source, but that's another story. 

Anyway, the on ly true fact in her 

story is that her son was in the 24th 

b o m b e r s q u a d r o n f r o m 1941 

onwards . A f te r that the f i c t ion 

begins. He never saved two w o u n d e d 

comrades by single handed ly f ly ing 

their plane back with a bul let in his 

lung. Nei ther d id he shoo t d o w n 12 

Ge rman fighters. A n d least o f all, he 

was never p o s t h u m o u s l y awarded 

the DFC. He d id die d u r i n g the war, 

bu t no t by c r a sh ing his a i rcraf t 

through an enemy b o m b e r f o r m a 

tion. He d ied whi lst he was on leave, 

at h o m e , w i th his m o t h e r , M r s , 

Chambers . " 

" O h m y G o d , what happened? " 

"It's so awful . He was having a 

shower when he mus t have stepped 

on a bar of soap, or someth ing . He 

sl ipped over and cracked his head on 

the ho t water tap. O n e hour later his 

mo the r f o u n d water d r i p p i n g onto 

the kitchen table, because her son 

was lying facedown in the plughole. 

He had d r o w n e d and she had a ner

vous breakdown immedia te ly after

wards. 1 d o n ' t think she ever quite 

recovered comp le t e l y . " Hen r y 

paused, a lmost respectfully, before 

carry ing on . "As far as 1 know, on ly 

three people alive today know about 

this inc ident . " 

Aga in they lay in si lence for 

awhi le , before Hen r y started up 

again. 

" N o w I'll tell y o u about the last 

secret, and this t ime n o b o d y next 

doo r - no t even the person it c o n 

cerns - knows about it. It concerns 

M r s . W i l son , she's the one that y o u 

were talking to before y o u left. N o w 

she is a particularly unpleasant char

acter but, as fate will have it, is also 

fabulously wealthy. She owns a large 

house in Stissex w h i c h conta ins 

m a n y valuable items of furni ture, 

especially a very important collection 

of paintings. She has a son w h o is the 

single heir to this considerable estate 

and w h o also happens to be very 

good fr iends with John f rom last 

week, remember? That's how I know 

all this. Anyway, this son of hers is 

no t really into his antiques and just 

wants to sell the whole lot and make 

a few prof i table investments. N o w 

ou r M r s . W i l s o n was very ill at one 

stage and everyone - inc lud ing her 

son - assumed that it was the end of 

the mi lk run for her. He and his 

brokers began to make elaborate 

p lans for the m o n e y bu t were 

thwarted when she made a c o m 

plete recovery. That was seven years 

ago. He is, unders tandab ly 1 sup 

pose, quite bitter - and she knows it. 

O n e year ago, purely out of spite she 

gave away an extremely prec ious 

paint ing f rom her collection to some 

obscure gallery. Her son found out 

and hit the roof but there was no th 

ing he cou ld do about it of course. 

Then, however, he contr ived a bri l 

l iant p lan: he correctly assumed that 

his mo the r w o u l d make similar gifts 

to var ious other causes so he c o m 

miss ioned an artist to make copies of 

all the valuable paint ings in the col 

lect ion, wh i ch was basically all of 

them. Then he carr ied ou t several 

c l andes t ine m i s s i ons into his 

m o t h e r s house, at n ight o f course, 

and replaced the original canvases 

with the copies, whi lst leaving the 

frames. His mo the r is, 1 believe, a lit

tle fuzzy in the optical depa rnnen tso 

the w h o l e t h ing w o r k e d liked a 

d ream. I've been i n fo rmed that he's 

now str ipping the house of tapesn-ies 

and ceramics. " 

Stella burst into her bright laugh

ter and Henry too was infected. They 

kissed briefly and then for longer, 

and then for longer still. But Henry 

sudden ly started. 

"What ' s the matter?" 

"Stella, whi lst we were in there 

y o u had the baby-phone out." His 

voice was ent i re ly d i f ferent now, 

deadpan and o m i n o u s , "Where is it 

now? " 

"Why , it's here in m y pocket". 

W h a t fo l lowed was a brief rustle of 

bedclothes and garments and then a 

deep silence. Stella was the first to 

speak. 

"It mus t have fallen to the f loor" 

A sl ight t r emor was unmistakably 

present in her voice. S lowly she 

raised herself and peered over the 

edge of the bed. 

C a s p a r 

v o n 

f r e d e 

A s t o r y 
f o r D a n 
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Singles and Albums 
SINGLE OF THE WEEK 
Tyrese 
" N o b o d y Else" 
(Arista) 

N o w strictly s p e a k i n g this s h o u l d be in 
"tha B o m b " as it is a n R&B tune , but it 
does c o m e a l o n g wi th li iads o f remixes, 
o n e of w h i c h is f r o m t o p UK ga rage 
boys L o n d o n C o n n e g f f b n so w e ' v e 
i n c l uded it he re . Its a n UpU m p o funk 
s o n g a n d I'll admit t h a t i f e l W i i j j t g 
b l o o d y we l l . A n d h e a lso m a k e s ads for 
C o c a C o l a a n d m o d e l s for T o m m \ Hn 
figer. There are va r ious o the r n 
avai lable, but the o n e for the c lubs • 
L o n d o n C o n n e c t i o n . O u t at the beg in * 
n ing o f February , w i th an a l b u m sMortk 
after. 
• • • • • 

Bedlam 
' D a Force" 
(Edel) 

A great s ing le w h i c h con ta ins a s a m p l e 
f r om the d i sco classic "Can y o u fee l the 
force?". But un l ike m a n y recent artists 
and p roduce rs , h e hasn't s c r e w e d up 
the or ig ina l - just a d d e d a m o r e f unky 
beat. Theres 's a r ange o f m ixes so th is 
s h o u l d k e e p y o u d a n c i n g for a w h i l e . 

Re leased 18/01/99 

Arthur Baker 
"Breakers Revenge " 
(Freskanova) 

Ve ry f u n k y t u n e o n a rathf-r h n y 
a w a i t e d p ro jec t a n d w $ i f ; w o r t h it. 
There 's th ree m ixes a l t o g c T b l p I h e B-
side inc ludes the P lump ; 'j-, ren 'i .\ u l IK 
isn't up to m u c h a n d t h e Cut t a Ro, 
remix w h i c h isn't t o o b a d . The bes t mix 
is the A s ide Freestylers Remix, wjaich 
adds a great bass l ine to a very f unky 
c h o o n . 
• • • 

Re leased 25/1/99 

The Family feat. Alexander Hope 
"Love m y brother , love my sister" 
(C l eve l and City) 

B l oody exce l l en t t une - w a s near ly s in 
g le o f the w e e k ! It's a s ing le y o u cou ld 
d a n c g to. all t i g h t l o n g - great voca ls 
a l t h o u g h I a m not sun if the title insin
uates INK i I'-Murh the rest o f the 
so : , does t It m a y n o t get r e l eased , 
but it \ o u like vour h o u s e then buy 
this. A s i d e t s standard I u s e bass lino 
B side i B a r d h i t t ing bass l ine. 

* * * * 
Bectrotheque , 
"I M r\ones a P i n n e r " 
(Fresh) JL. 

The title's a g iveaway ! It's a d a n c e ver
s i o n o f Ho t Choco l a t e ' s "Everyone's a 
W inne r " a n d what ' s m o r e they like it. 
N o r m a n C o o k a n d T o n g and Jules f r om 
Radio 1 love it - so n o d o u b t e ve r ybody 
e lse wi l l . Persona l ly I th ink that d a n c e 
ve r s i ons o f c lassics are crap but that's 
just me . Will it be big? Course it wi l l , and 
if y o u w a n t a d a n c e ve rs ion o f "Every
o n e ' s a W inne r " t h e n errr buy this. 

Re l eased 22/02/99 

ALBUM OF THE WEEK 
Mad Doctor X 
"FjMgc w i th the Greys" 

M a d Doc to r X is a n al ias o f s u p r e m e 
i u n t e : Wt/af:d ; : Jay-Rock f r o m t h e 
Froes ty l l r s (best b a n d of 1998 at the 
M u z l k Awards ) It's a mixture of funk-
s o u l a n d hip-In >p ti s a I > I rat k C D 
a l b u m a n d r w h s o n g is very d i f ferent 
j r o m l t h e rest, g i v i ng va lue for m o n e y . 

• *** * 
All reviews by Gurm 

Nymph @ Mass 
St. M a t t h e w ' s Church , Brixton, L o n d o n , 
SW2 - current ly m o n t h l y res idency , the 
s e c o n d Sa tu rday o f e ve r y m o n t h , 
£10/12/14, 1 0 p m - 6 a m , c apac i t y -
1000. Dress c o d e - just m a k e an effort. 

Wha t a v e n u e ! ! ! M a s s , as 
the n a m e suggests , is an o ld conver ted 
church . But this isn't the C o f E's typi 
cal o ld s t o m p i n g g r o u n d . Insti iu ;t»: 
bu i l d i ng has an II 
f l anked by h u g e c o j u p h s , m a k i n g % 
r e s e m b l e a m i n i v e r s i o n of the 
Par thenon . I l o i n the outs ideTh is plai o 
looks l ike it s h o u l d have an fcleasjblv 
h igh ce i l i ng , but to get to the Mob n u 
have to g o up an e n d l j | p ! p i r a l stair-
( aso this is a tiuK we i rd CM>CMCIn o 
in itself '< os Iho ie an n o w i n d o w s 
a l o n g its w h o l e l ength . B u t a n e eThat 
Is ove r w i t h t h e f u n reallyJje.oii is 11 
v e n u e o p e n s out into two large io< ' ins 
at e i ther e n d o f the c h u r c h . The m a i n 
r o o m has d a n c e f loors o n t w o levels, 
w i th s o m e o f the c rowd d a n c i n g a b o v e 
the s u n k e n m a i n d a n c e f l o o r . The DJ is 
raised a b o v e the c r o w d a n d is s i l h o u 
e t ted aga inst s o m e s ta ined glass w i n 
d o w s . The s e c o n d r o o m is m o r e 
convent iona l , but the stage at the front 
g ives any pose rs a m o n g s t your g r o u p 
the c h a n c e to d o thei r t h i n g wh i l s t 
l o o k i n g d o w n at us n o r m a l p e o p l e 
b e l o w . 

So the v e n u e is o n e o f the 
funk iest I've b e e n to in L o n d o n , but 
wha t a b o u t the peop le ? They are t h e 
o n e s that m a k e n ights actual ly w o r t h 
g o i n g to , espec ia l l y aga in a n d a g a i n . 
Wel l the N y m p h folk, from the DJs right 
d o w n to all the d a n c e f l o o r punte rs , 
are just as s t u n n i n g as the v e n u e . It's 
rare to g o to b i g L o n d o n v e n u e s t hese 
days that are really f r iendly, but that 's 
h o w it is at N y m p h . A n d the p e o p l e 
he re a rc really, really, really f r iend ly to 
e a c h other . There ' s p robab l y a lot of 
pre a n d post c l u b b i n g roo t ing invo lved 
w i th an o u t i n g to N y m p h , a n d p e o p l e 
don ' t e ven s top in the c lub. Wi th a title 
l ike N y m p h y o u ' d expec t the re to b e a 

lot o f beau t i fu l p e o p l e a r o u n d - and 
they ' re the re by the truck loads . 

Th is is h i g h l y s e x e d c l ub 
b ing . But don ' t y o u g o th ink ing that this 
is a m e a t marke t or a pu l l i ng jo int . 
N y m p h is still very m u c h a b o u t the 
m u s i c a n d the v ibe that 's in the c lub -
s o m e o f the c r o w d just take this to its 
natural p r o g r e s s i o n b e f o r e they head 
y i f . l i o m e . I he N y m p h s o u n d leaves 
n o t h i n g to be des i r ed and tins is wha l 
gets t h l f n i g h t to its e u p h o r i c levels. 
Ihe m a i n l o o m is s m o o t h , l unky , 
g i o o v y , Boog ie-n ights , d i sco-house -
the p j f l e t o strut you r f unky stuf f In. 
A n d the s e c o n d l o o m g ives a n ice 
c o n t H t . P r og r e s s i v e bea ts a n d nu-
b r e a k l l r o m (he likes of C r e a m s Steve 
Lawter wi l l have your ' s a n d eve rybody 

I ' l s f ! I1||ds in the air and a b ig cheesy 
o n n slar-Ped across your face . This is 
hard a n d h a p p y mus i c . But it never 
falls d o w n o n the s ide o f c h e e s e - it's 
a lways l e f t f i e ld e n o u g h to re ta in a 
s ense of street c r ed . 
So the re y o u have N y m p h . A s tunner 
o f a n ight at o n e o f the mos t m e m o 
rab le v e n u e s in the capita l - s o u n d s 
g o o d to m e . I'll s e e y o u the re next 
m o n t h . 
Make the pilgrimage 

Roobarb 

•111; •• 
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Who? What? Wherel 
Date: Saturday 23rd January 
Event: SNKPJ , 
That old favourite the naked run from Harrods back to the Union. Have you got what it takes? ie Complete 

insanity, and the ability to run and hold your bits at the same time! Oh and I'm afraid you have to be male. 

But it makes I d spectating for us few IC females! 

Runners and sponsors needed. 

CONTACT: mark.Jellnek@lc.ac.uk 

Date: Monday ist February 
Event: C&G Slave Auction 

s 

Your chance to buy and make use of a number of crazy volunteers. This is the annual event where you 

get to get your own back on a number of people, including ICU President Dave I lellard and DP(C&S) Chris 

Ince. If you fancy having a slave for a day, why not come along, or if you are interested in being a slave, 

get in touch. If you don't think you can afford one on your own, grab some mates and you can share!! 

12.30 Union Concert Hall CONTACT: r.connolly@ic.acuk 

Date: Tuesday 26th January 
Event: Variety Show 
Come and see people showing off in Ihe name of charity. So far we'\e got a stand up comedian, a jazz 

band and the all new Spice Girls! Think you could do better than the rest? Acts still needed! 

8pm, dB's only £1 CONTACT: farhad.cooper@lc.ac.uk 

Date: Wednesday 27th January 
Event: Manic Street Collection 

y 

We have managed to get permission to collect within the bounds of Westminster, so let's go! This could 

prove to be a huge collection, so why not join us? We intend to raid Oxford Street and the nearby area, 

but if anyone wants to go anywhere else, let me know! If your club or society fancies molesting unsus

pecting members of the public all in the name of charity now's your chance! Drop us a line at rag@ic.ac.uk 

and all can be arranged. If you just want to come along and help shake a bucket. 

12.30, Belt Quad CONTACT: sarah.cobum@lc.ac.uk 

prunken Swine '99 
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When? How much? 
Date: Thursday 28th January 
Event: Hypnotist 

Former IC student turned professional hypnotist and magician Martin Taylor returns to the Union to do a 

special show for Rag. J s hypnotism really in the realms of astrology and crop circles, or should IC be run

ning courses in it? Well maybe courses would be taking it a bit far, but Martin helps to explain how it's all 

a state of mind. A big hit last year, Martin does his show with the help of the audience, so if you've ever 

wondered what it's like to be hypnotised, come along and find out! He has promised not to do anything 

completely evil, but I'm sure it will still prove to be an entertaining evening! A bargain night for just £3! 

Advance tickets are available from the Union Office. You must be over 18, and a member of ICU to attend. 

8pm, dB's Tickets £3 

Date: Saturday 30th January 
Event: The Field Cup 

> 

Permits allowing this could prove to be a huge; collecting pub crawl! In teams of four, you have to follow 

the clues to the next pub, once you get there answer questions to win points. And we all know what points 

mean! There are prizes in a number of categories (including most money collected, best team name/mas

cot and best fancy dress), although only C&G teams can go home with the cup. If you are interested in tak

ing part grab three friends and get hold of an entry form (from C&G Union, or email the contact below). If 

you don't think taking part is your scene, how about spending a day sitting in a pub with some mates? Sounds 

like a normal Saturday? Well, why not help raise money at the same, time? For details about being a mar-

S shal just get in touch with the contact! 

A ,V f mk \ H I I I M P i . 
11.45am, Belt Quad. CONTACT: p.h.mitchell@ic.ac.uk 

PINT GLASSES FOR SALE 
Having a party? Don't want to get your glasses smashed? Why not buy some 
of ours! Old Beer Fest pint glasses for sale! One day these could be collector's 
items! Who knows they might make it to the Antiques Roadshow! We need to 

get rid of them, so all donations gratefully accepted. 
Just email us at rag@icac.uk and we can arrange collection! 

mailto:mark.Jellnek@lc.ac.uk
mailto:farhad.cooper@lc.ac.uk
mailto:rag@ic.ac.uk
mailto:sarah.cobum@lc.ac.uk
mailto:p.h.mitchell@ic.ac.uk
mailto:rag@icac.uk
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A n d t h e p o i n t i s . . . . 
Rag Chair Sarah Coburn explains what Raising & Giving is all about and gives a 
rundown on just who will be benefiting from the money raised this year. 
After a somewhat hectic couple of months as Rag chair, and with the 

help of some brilliant people, we've finally managed to come up with 

something vaguely resembling a Rag Week! All I'm going to say about 

it is please give us your support as it's all for very good causes. If you 

don't like what we're doing then don'1 just sit there moaning about how 

crap we are - DO SOMETHING! We always welcome new Ideas and we 

definitely don't bite! 

Ihe fundraising doesn't just start and end with Rag Week. So far 

we have raised over £1500 for various charities including the Poppy 

Appeal, Alone in London, and our own nominated charities. Although 

I'm really pleased that we raised this money in one term, compared to 

the likes of Nott ingham, Bristol the IC Medics and others this is 

absolutely pants! Why? They are all raising thousands rather than hun

dreds of pounds. I his is where you come in; we need your help, so 

that we can begin to make our Rag as successful as some of these other 

universities. After all we're up there academically, so why aren't we 

up there in other ways! 

I'd like to say thanks to loads of people for helping to get Rag week 

off the ground and for keeping me on the ground! So here goes! I elix 

guys: Ed Sexton and Dave Roberts. Union people: Mandy, Michelle, 

Neil, Jane, and Mark Home. And also: Dramsoc, Gareth Morgan, 

Jenny Ldwards, I arhad Cooper, Martin Lord, Phil Mitchell and Pete I lan-

nam for giving me somewhere to live! 

RAG MAG NOW ON SALE 
Available for a mere 70p from the 
Union Office and at all Rag events 

SheLterjk 
A well known charity who help homeless people and those who are 

in bad housing situations. The money helps rehouse people or help 

them to find somewhere to live. 

f Imperial Cancer 
m£i Research Fund 

Another big charity whose work is well known. The money helps to 

provide for research into all forms of cancer, and hopefully one day a 

cure will be found. 

T R I N I T Y H O S P I C E 

A hospice in Clapham, which provides residential care and support for 

those terminally ill and their families. Ihe money goes towards the care 

of the ill, and to help provide support services for their families. 

A I D S E E D U C A T I O N & 
A R C H T R U S T 

Another smaller charity, who help to fund ground-breaking medical < 

research into AIDS and HIV. They also focus on educating people about 

the disease, and how it can be prevented. 

For more information on anything to do with Rag or Rag Week, email: 
rag@ic.ac.uk or sarah.coburn@ic.ac.uk, or ring the office on ext 58099. 

mailto:rag@ic.ac.uk
mailto:sarah.coburn@ic.ac.uk
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BLACK STAR LINER 
Bengali Bantam Youth Experience! 

FEAR OF POP 

BLACK STAR LINER * 

S e a r c h i n g the w o n d e r f u l e x p a n s e 
k n o w n as the w o r l d w i d e w e b I 
was s t rugg l i ng to f ind a p ic ture 

for the a b o v e space w h i c h I o b v i o u s l y 
never f o u n d a n d had to sett le for the 
a l b u m cover ins tead . D u r i n g m y w a n 
d e r i n g t h r o u g h c y b e r s p a c e I c a m e 
across m a n y Black Star Liners, but not 
the b a n d . Appa ren t l y it w a s the n a m e 
o f M a r c u s Garvey 's d r e a m o f a pan-
Afr ican s h i p p i n g l ine. Pe rhaps not very 
interest ing, but is this h o w Black Star 
Liner the b a n d e n d e d n a m i n g t h e m 
selves? S o m e t h i n g for y o u to th ink 
about don ' t s p e n d t o o l o n g o n it, it 
cou ld be a hea l th risk. 

Anyway , o n to the a l b u m proper . As 

y o u can easily suss out f r o m the a l bum ' s 
tit le. Black Star Liner are o n e o f the m u l 
t i tude o f b a n d s in the s c e n e labe l led by 
s o m e as "The As ian U n d e r g r o u n d " . I'm 
not sure if this t e rm is used by m u s i c 
industry b o d s to g r o u p toge the r bands 
w i th a n As ian s o u n d to their style or if it 
m e a n s that a m e m b e r is a p e r s o n of 
As i an or igin? 

We l l , BSf fit in to b o t h c a t ego r i e s 
w i th an array of sitars, tablas and m o r e 
conven t iona l sample rs p rov id ing a m o r e 
Wes te rn d a n c e beat . BSL are not n e w to 
the so ca l led "As ian U n d e r g r o u n d " a n d 
have built up a d e v o t e d fan base. The 
use o f synth v io l ins is a b u n d a n t and very 
e f f e c t i v e , a l t h o u g h it c a n ge t a little 
repet i t ive at t imes . The a l b u m ' s o p e n e r 
Slta D sets the m o o d , dark and opp res 
sive but a lways p rov ides y o u w i th a hint 
of l ightness to rel ieve the c laustrophobia . 
Superfly and Blndl has lean ings towards 
the major i ty o f M a s s i v e At tack 's Karma-
coma. Wha t I w o u l d l ike to k n o w is 
whe the r BSL listeners actually k n o w what 
a b ind i is?! Ch i l l ed out is blatantly the 
app roach here, so if you like your sounds 
m e l l o w g ive this a try. H 

Jason 

Volume 1 

N orma l l y , s p o k e n - w o r d ' c o n 
cept ' a l b u m s invoke i m a g e s o f 
crusty Beat p o e t s s m o k i n g 

Gau lo i s e s in d i ngy f u l h a m cafes - the 
preserve o f mus ica l psuedo-inte l lectu-
als l ike Ne i l H a m m o n . So a s p o k e n 
w o r d a l b u m f r o m the lead s inger of 
chirpy, Prozac-fuel led Ben f o l d s Live 
s o u n d s a b o u t as l ike ly as M a r i l y n 
M a n s o n cove r i ng B 'w i t ched . 

Howeve r , a s p o k e n w o r d a l b u m is 
prec ise ly wha t M r Fold has p r o d u c e d 
a n d it is n o w h e r e near as honey-f ied as 
you might think. Lor starters, the back
g r o u n d mus i c displays i n s t rumenta t i on 
far m o r e var ied a n d in te res t ing than the 
p o p p y but u l t imate ly b l and Ben fo l d s 
f ive 's efforts. 

M r Fold takes us back to Starsky a n d 
Hutch wi th his ' w a k a w a k a ' s o n g Kops, 
and over to Japan for the most b izarre 
s o n g . In Love - W i l l i am Sha tne r ta lks 
a b o u t his love for a girl, his ac t i ng capa 
bil it ies u s e d to the ful lest. It's a lmos t as 
m o v i n g as w h e n he says 'Fire!' in a Star 
Trek f i lm. Ben fo l d s f ive eventua l ly s h o w 
their f ace in Avery M. Powers Memorial 
Bcltaway. There 's no keyboa rd but t h e 
ba rbe r shop quartet are certa inly there . 

It's a c l i che to c i te Beck, but the 
e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n a n d d ivers i ty o f t h e 
music , w h i c h in truth domina t e s the spo 
ken w o r d aspects , are at Beck-like s tan
dards . S h o u l d y o u buy it? I'm not sure. 
It's hard to say w h e t h e r I like this a l b u m 
b e c a u s e it's g o o d or b e c a u s e it's not as 
bad as it cou ld have b e e n . Try before you 
buy, I th ink. CI 

Oliver H 

singles 
Llama Farmers - Big Wheels 
Crav ing con t rove rsy by pu t t i ng a p h o t o g r a p h of a n 
eight-year-old girl s m o k i n g o n their record s leeve, L lama 
Farmers w o u l d d o better to let their mus i c take the front 
seat . A c o n s t a n t f ight b e t w e e n R .L .M. sty le s em i-
acoust ics and the power fu l clatter of d rums and guitars, 
Big Wheels is a m o r e than satisfying s o n g to take us into 
the n e w year. It is we l l d e s e r v i n g o f its m o r e t han g e n 
erous airplay. 

Eve6 - Leech 
Just as w e can not have the h e d o n i s m o f N e w Year 's 
Lve w i thou t the a n n o y a n c e o f A n g u s Deay ton o n our 
TV screens , so w e can not have a thr iv ing British ind ie 
scene w i thout the occas iona l d is turbance of a band that 
uses v o l u m e as a subst i tu te for talent. Eve6 are such a 
band . 

Umajets - When I Wake Up 
In o n e respect , Uma je t s a re a lot l ike the L i gh thouse 
Family in that they bo th s e e m to re lease a lot o f s ing les 
that s o u n d the s a m e . Howeve r , Umaje ts prov ide us not 
wi th cheesy M O R pop-sou l , but a re l axed c o n c o c t i o n 
o f Beat lesy m e l o d i e s a n d Wes t Coast h a r m o n i e s . Not 
that bad , actual ly. 

Monster Magnet - Powertrlp 
The title track f r om both Kerrang 's a n d M e t a l H a m m e r ' s 
a lbum of the year, Powertrip is a lso fea tured in Kurt Rus
sell 's n e w f i lm, So ld iers . So, w e k ind o f expec t it to be 
qui te g o o d . Actua l ly it's pants, a h i l a r ious c o m b i n a t i o n 
of h e a w meta l a n d lets-do-the-hand-Jive. 

Loop Da Loop - Hazel 
The remix master L o o p Da L o o p (a.k.a. N ick Dresti) pro 

v ides us here wi th the first o f his o w n material . Re leased 
next m o n t h . Hazel is a c o m i c mixture o f the Freestylers' 
style a n d Big Beat's, e rm , b ig beats. LdJ 

T H E E S S E N T I A L C H O O N 

Grand Drive - Wrong Notes 
This o n e ' s def in i te ly a bit o f a g rower . The voca ls a rc 
a l m o s t ident i ca l to t h o s e o f the d read- locked l ead 
singer of the long absent, g rungey and at the same t ime 
m e l l o w , Sou l A s y l u m . The s o n g uses a h a m m o n d a n d 
p leasant acous t i c guitars that l ean towards Span i sh 
s t r u m m i n g to create a d r e a m y n u m b e r . 

3 Colours Red - Beautiful Day 
This is a far cry f r o m the punky f reshness o f p rev ious 
s ing les l ike Nuclear Holiday. Instead 3 Co lou r s Red 

have c h o s e n a m e l a n c h o l i c a n t h e m i c str ing l aden ditty 
to poss ib ly break into the mainst ream? I'm afraid it's not 
g o i n g to h a p p e n this t ime lads. 

NT - Responsibilities 
A gravel ly textured vo i ce cry ing out sou l fu lness , a c c o m 
p a n i e d by a l o o p i n g bass riff is wha t y o u get f r o m NT. 
The v o i c e is a little t o o s imi lar to o n e o f G o m e z ' s two 
s ingers , a n d the cynics a m o n g s t y o u may say that this 
is on ly ge t t ing re leased d u e to the inexp l i cab le success 
o f the G o m e z boys . 

Naem - Parrot Fever 
I'm sorry, but this is just p la in a n d s imp ly b o r i n g . It is 
repet i t ive a n d p robab l y c o u l d have b e e n m a d e by any 
ama teu r w o r k i n g away at h o m e w i th their o w n e ight 
t rack r e c o r d i n g g i z m o . A l l e g e d l y Skint r e co rds a r c 
m e a n t to be t h e c r e a m o f the c rop w h e n it c o m e s to 
'Big Beat' releases. They 'd better think aga in if they want 
to ma in t a i n this exa l ted pos i t i on . 

The Yo-yos - You Cot Me Out of My Mind 
V is ions o f Status Q u o leap out o f the recesses o f my 
m i n d w h e r e they had b e e n l o n g bu r i ed s ince the v io 
lent torture e n d u r e d at the t ime of Rocking All Over The 
World. This s o n g scared the pants o f f m e w e don ' t 
wan t a Status Q u o c l one , p l ease p l ease p lease ! 

Audioweb - Test The Theory 
I his is yet another s ingle to get lifted f r om Fireworks City, 
a n d A u d i o w e b c o m e at y o u h e a d o n w i th a n ene rgy 
fue l l ed track. It's not as styl ish as Policeman Skank so I 
w o u l d n ' t r e c o m m e n d g o i n g out to buy this un less y o u 
w a n t the t w o extra r emixes , w i th o n e f r o m the exce l 
lent I reestylers. Get the a l b u m ins tead if y o u like this 
and the o ther p rev ious s ing les . EJ 

Jason 
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T h a t W a s T h e Y e a r T h a t W a s .1998 
So, ano the r year has g o n e by. As ever, l oads has hap 
p e n e d in t h e 9-8, p r o b l e m n o w is w h e r e to e v e n 
beg in 

W e l l , f e w 
art ists c o u l d 
have d r e a m e d 
for a be t t e r 
start to 1998 
t h a n have a 
N o . 1 hit o n 
t h e T o p 40, 
especia l ly a US 
R'n'B s i n g e r 
a n d that is 
exac t l y w h a t 
h a p p e n e d to 
U s h e r . A f te r 
b l o w i n g up on 
m p o r t in '97 
You Make Me 
Wanna go t a 
British re lease 
a n d e n t e r e d 
as a n e w entry 
at t h e t o p o f 
t h e char t s 
b a c k in J anu 
ary. S ince t h e n 
U s h e r has 

re leased Nice & Slow a n d My Way, bo th o f w h i c h w e r e 
relatively l o w key a n d the m a n s e e m e d to d i sappear . 
Have no fear, fans can l o o k f o rwa rd to a f o r t h c o m i n g 
s ingle One Day You'll Be Mine as we l l as Usher ' s b ig 
break o n s c r e e n in that "extended-Tommy-Hi l f iger-com-
merc ia l " fea ture The Faculty in 1999. 

St icking w i th the teens . B randy & M o n i c a had a sur
pr is ing c rossover hit w i th The Boy Is Mine. The s o n g 
itself not on ly c augh t our a t ten t ion but a l so p rov i ded 
var ious stories a b o u t the major rivalry b e t w e e n the t w o 
- why d id Brandy pe r fo rm so lo o n The Tonight S h o w and 
what abou t the p u n c h up at t h e M T V V i d e o Awards? 
Brandy's s e c o n d a l b u m Never Say Never hit s tores in 
June and M o n i c a ' s The Boy Is Mine f o l l o w e d shortly. 
Both l o n g players have g o n e o n to a ch i e ve p l a t i n u m 
success , but the batt le wi l l g o o n a n d o n . M e a n w h i l e 
the other t e e n a g e s ensa t i on Aa l i yah (yeah, she ' s still a 
t e e n a g e r ) p r o v i d e d us w i t h o n e o f t h e s u m m e r ' s 
anthems- a c lever c o n c o c t i o n o f T i m b a l a n d beats Arc 
You That Somebody 

1998 must b e r e m e m b e r e d as the year o f The Fugees , 
all 3 m e m b e r s m a n a g e d to hit the h e a d l i n e s over the 
year. Wyc le f b e g a n the year In the m i d d l e o f the f e u d 
b e t w e e n LL a n d Can ibus , h e w a s d i s s ed as a Bob Mar-
ley impos to r by LL a n d as his c o m e b a c k 'C le f r e c o r d e d 
What's 'Clef Got To Do With It. Gone Till November kept 
us rock in ' all t h r o u g h the early m o n t h s o f the year (R 
Kelly's voca ls m a d e the remix) a n d after a quiet s u m 
mer he re turned to e n d the year o n a h i g h no te w i th 
a remix o f Q u e e n s Another One Bites the Dust. Pras 
took the w o r l d by s t o rm w i th t h e mass i ve hit Ghetto 
Superstar as we l l as g i v i n g the G r e a s e t h e m e tune 
s o m e e d g e in the f o r m o f t h e ca tchy Blue Angels, truly 
c e m e n t i n g his p lace in pop-hop circles. Lauryn p e n n e d 
the exce l lent A Rose Is Still A Rose for d i v a a n d idol 
A re tha Frankl in, has a baby s o n Z i o n a n d re leases wha t 
was truly o n e o f the h ip-hop a l b u m s o f the year The 

Miseducation Of Lauryn Hill. N o news o f any Fugee pro
ject in the wo rks but th ings ain 't l o o k i n g so b a d o n the 
so lo tip, huh? 

Gir l Powe r may have su f f e red a se tback this year w i th 
t h e loss o f G i n g e r Spice (like w e really cared?) but 
there was no shortage of f ema le talent in the R&B wor ld . 
Dest iny 's Ch i ld w e r e u n d o u b t e d l y THE girl g roup of the 
year. I k n o w y ' a l l w e r e gett in your g roove on to No, No, 
No a n d With Me. The girls had a little lull but re turned 
at the e n d o f the year w i th the a m a z i n g T imba l and pro
d u c e d Get On The Bus, their latest re lease w h i c h is 
t aken f r o m the Why Do Fools Fall In Love soundt rack . 

W e first hea rd her qu i te s t u n n i n g voca ls o n Q u i n c y 
Jones ' a l b u m Q'sJook Joint and this year, l a m i a d id not 
d i sappo in t w i th her self-titled debu t a l b u m . Howeve r , 
d u e to the lack o f p r o m o t i o n , ne i ther sales nor gene ra l 
o p i n i o n wi l l reflect the qual i ty of this re lease w h i c h is 
so o f t en the case w i th R&B. O the r no tab le re leases 
i n c lude that f r om M y a , Kelly Price's s t u n n i n g Soul Of A 
Woman a n d the w i c k e d but under ra ted M i s s Jones 
a l b u m . O n the s ing le tip, w h o cou ld forget Tatyana Al i 's 
Daydreaming or for the real R'n'B conno i s seu r , that 
b a n g i n ' remix of Taral 's How Can I Get Over You, it's 
t i m e s like this w h e n y o u k n o w LL's still got the ski l lz. 

1 he UK didn't fair badly either on the lady front w i th Bev
erly Kn ight a n d Kele Le Roc b r eak ing t h r o u g h w i th 
their a l b u m s Prodigal Sista a n d Everybody's Somebody 
respect ive ly . Beverly hadn ' t d r o p p e d any th i ng s ince 
Flavour ofFhe Old Skool but she c a m e back w i th o n e 
o f the s u m m e r b lockbusters Made It Back, R e d m a n 
h e l p e d o n rap a n d Beverly y o u def in i te ly back. H i n d a 
Hicks c a m e f r o m n o w h e r e at the start of the year and 
immedia te ly started hitt ing us with tune after tune . H o w 
can you forget You Fhink You Own Me. Wi th Sho la A m a 
a n d these three y o u n g ladies as we l l as The Hon-
eyz? It l ooks a bit g o o d for the R&B s c e n e 

Ano the r Level are on ano ther level, 
m u c h p rops must g o to the four 
boys, they p roduce tunes wh i ch 
really are d o i n g it, their voca ls 
are as g o o d as a n y b o d y e lse 
out the re a n d the p roduc t i on 
f r o m B lacksmith is top draw. 
Their abil i ty to c rossover a n d 
br ing a street e d g e to the charts 
is incred ib le , record bosses must 
be k i ck ing themse l ves for t u rn ing 
these boys d o w n , r e m e m b e r they had 
to g o to the States to get a dea l . Be Alone 
No More started it all off, but for m e Freak Me 
w a s right o n po int a n d these boys just keep c o m i n g ! 

Will Smi th set the s c e n e al ight w i th his o w n brand of 
p o p h o p a n d w e thought l o n g and hard about whe the r 
y o u c o u l d really call Will Smith an M C ? Wel l not really, 
but w i th in fec t ious hits l ike Men In Black, Gettin Jiggy 
With It, Just Fhc 2 Of Us and Miami, h o w cou ld you hate 
this guy? You got ta c h e c k out his latest flick " Enemy O f 
The State", 1998 was his year, a n d he ' s s t o r m i n g into 
1999 t oo . 

Rap w e n t back to its roots this year. To the g o o d o l ' Boo 
g ie D o w n (aka. The Bronx) w h e r e it all started. The likes 
o f B ig Pun, Fat Joe, Lord Tariq & Peter G u n z hit us w i th 
f l oo r f i l lers s u c h as Still Not A Player a n d Deja vu 

(Uptown Baby). E l sewhere , C a m ' r o n r ep resen ted for 
110th Street and a b o v e (Har lem Wor ld , baby! Check out 
the exce l lent remix o f Horse & Carriage). 1M.O.R.E. b l ew 
up Ihe c lubs w i th Superthug Q u e e n s stylee and w e 
even had upstate representat ion f r om DMX, two a lbums 
in a year, s o m e o n e b e e n busy. B rook l yn in tha house , 
we l l sor ta , A Tr ibe Ca l l ed Q u e s t d e c i d e d to call it a day 
w i th the re lease o f their 5th a n d f inal a l b u m The Love 
Movement. Black Star con t i nued to upho ld the "hip-hop-
with-a-brain" tradit ion wi th their m u c h ant ic ipated debut 
set- No Alizc or Benjamins Here a n d LA based Black 
Eyed Peas had us all s h o u t i n g "That 's the jo int , that 's 
the jam! ! " . A m e n t i o n has to g o to Jurassic Five and their 
a l b u m J5, t hese boys c a m e a l o n g a n d have lit up hip-
h o p . 

M u s i c mogu l s/p roduce rs m a d e re leases but n o n e really 
l ived up to the hype , there w a s JD's Life in 1472 (hold 
up t h o u g h , w e d id all d i g Sweetheart, if on ly for the 
v ideo) and Master P's MP Da Last Don. Incidentally, both 
p roduce r s have d e c i d e d not to re lease any further so lo 
mater ia l a n d wi l l c oncen t r a t e so le ly o n their r e co rd ing 
artists f r o m n o w o n thank G o d for that!! M i ssy 
took us o n e step c loser to that filth-pit k n o w n as pop-
h o p w i th a co l l abo ra t i on w i th M e l B aka . Scary Spice, 
yeah w e all loved that s o n g / Want You Back not! Word 
has it that the Sp ice Gir ls f l ew over to the US recent ly 
to talk to l e d d y Riley a b o u t p lans for their next a l b u m , 
don ' t say I d idn ' t w a r n ya ! 

There w a s no s ign i f i cant c o n t r i b u t i o n f r om THAT m a n ; -
Puffy, unti l the e n d o f the year a n d boy, d id he hit us 
hard - s h o w c a s e at L o n d o n ' s new l y o p e n e d S o u n d 
Repub l i c (wh i ch h e sunk some; m o n e y into), per for 
m a n c e at the M O B O ' s a n d 3 n e w s tud io a l b u m s f r om 
fa i th , lo ta l a n d 112. A l last the w i c k e d Love Like This 
w a s g i ven a re lease a n d laid d o w n its c l a im as t une of 

the year. Faith's a l b u m Keep The Faith was packed 
w i th t unes and wil l certainly g o o n to clas

sic status. Ihe total a l b u m w a s a seri
o u s d i s a p p o i n t m e n t , but 112s 

Room 112 m a d e up for it and 
m a d e m e th ink tw i ce a b o u t 
the boys ' abil ity. 

S h e e c e e e e s h , s o m e p e o p l e 
take their t ime, don ' t they? 
It's taken 3 years for R Kelly to 

wr i te a n d re lease his n e w d o u 
b le a l b u m R, but if y o u heard it 

y o u k n o w it's wor th the wait. That, 
t h o u g h , still doesn ' t t o p the 8 years 

's t aken W h i t n e y H o u s t o n to re lease 
on ly her 4th s tud io a l b u m , My Love Is Your Love. 

Guys , it's real n ice to have y o u back a n d all but d o you 
th ink y o u c o u l d hurry the hel l up next t ime?! 

1999! Wa t ch out for n e w a l b u m s f r om the street sou l 
masters Blackstreet, t h e beau t i fu l trio TLC, toxy B rown , 
Q u e e n o f R&B Mary J , M e n O f V i s ion and o f cou rse the 
m u c h awa i t ed s e c o n d set f r o m D ' A n g c l o . O n a British 
tip I'm l o o k i n g fo rward to h e a r i n g s o m e n e w stuff 
f r o m N i n e Yards, Kleshay, Ke le Le Roc a n d e ven the All 
Saints. Br ing it o n ! 

1999 - THA B O M B ! 
Kidphobce & Milcn 
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Psycho * * 
Starring : Vince Vaughn, Anne Heche, Julianne Moore, Viggo Mortensen, William H Macy 
Director: Gus Van Sant 

Psycho 1999 vs Psycho 1960. Same shower. Same knife. New blood. 

The re ' s s o m e t h i n g ve r y s t r a n g e 
about G u s Van Sant 's r e m a k e o f 
Psycho. It's not the fact that it's 

very, very, very s imi lar to H i t chcock ' s 
or ig ina l - I w a s e x p e c t i n g that w h e n I 
w a l k e d into the c i n e m a . The p r o b l e m is 
that, desp i t e the fact that it's a lmos t t h e 
s a m e f i lm, it's far, far w o r s e . A n d I d o n ' t 
k n o w why . 

It's not the cast - admi t ted l y , A n n e 
H e c h e (Six Days Seven Nights, Volcano) 
is hardly in the s a m e l e a g u e as midd le-
class fantasy girl Janet Le igh , but it's cer
ta in ly not a b a d r e n d i t i o n o f M a r i o n 
Crane. M o r e o v e r , whi ls t V ince V a u g h n 
(Swingers, The Lost World) is t h e ant i the 
sis of A n t h o n y Perkins in the cruc ia l No r 
m a n Bates role, he c o m e s away f r om the 
m o v i e w i th credit in tact thanks to a n ice 
l ine in d i s conce r t i ng l aughter a n d ner
vous tw i t ch ing . 

It's de f in i te ly not the d i rec t ion - Van 
Sant g o e s to great pains to re-create 9 9 % 
of the or ig ina l (only a d d i n g in a c o u p l e 
of addit ional detai ls wh i ch he lp to expla in 
V a u g h n ' s c o m p l e x men ta l i t y ) . Every 
s cene , every c a m e r a a n g l e a n d every 
edit is the s a m e - e v e n the o p e n i n g titles 
are cop i ed f r om Hi tchcock. Bes ides, w i th 

the l ikes o f My Own Private Idaho, Drug-
store Cowboy a n d last year ' s bri l l iant 
Good Will Hunting o n his CV, Van Sant is 
a m o n g s t H o l l y w o o d ' s f o r e m o s t d i rec 
tors. 

A b o v e al l , it certa inly isn't t he plot, 
w h i c h is 1 0 0 % the s a m e as it w a s in 
1960. H e c h e steals $400 000 f r om her 
boss , f lees t o w n , h i d i ng out in the lonely 

Bates mote l , run by V a u g h n and his mys
ter ious mother . The classic s h o w e r s cene 
e n s u e s a n d her sister ( M o o r e ) a n d 
boy f r i end ( M o r t e n s e n ) set o f f o n her 
trail, call in a Private Lye (the ever-reliable 
Macy ) a n d try to f ind out wha t links her 
d i s a p p e a r a n c e a n d the m o t e l . 

Pe rhaps it's s imp ly the passage o f 
t ime. The e l emen t s that p r o d u c e d a clas

sic in the sixties s imp ly don ' t s tand up to 
n ine t i e s m o v i e m a k i n g . This Psycho is 
(dare I say it) b o r i n g . It t reads water for 
a n hour , on l y h o t t i n g up w h e n M o o r e 
f inal ly en te rs the Bates ' go th i c h o m e to 
d iscover the t ruth. That 's not to say that 
the o r i g i n a l I'sycho isn ' t still a great 
m o v i e , it's just that any p i e ce o f art has 
to be j u d g e d - at least in part - by the stan
da rds o f t h e day. For e x a m p l e , if the 
f o r t h c o m i n g Star Wars Episode One 
retains exactly the s a m e look and effects 
as A New Hope d i d in 1977, it won ' t 
dese rve the s a m e recogn i t ion because it 
w o n ' t h a ve t h e s a m e g round-break ing 
original i ty . Similarly, this doesn ' t m e a n 
that there ' s a n y t h i n g w r o n g w i th remak
i ng o l d m o v i e s - s ee Scarface, The Mag
nificent Seven, High Society, a n d the 
u p c o m i n g You've Got Mail for p r i m e 
e x a m p l e s o f g o o d r e m a k e s - it s imply 
m e a n s that the re ' s n o point in r e m a k i n g 
s o m e t h i n g if y o u d o n ' t a d d s o m e t h i n g 
new . Van Sant has c l a i m e d that all he 
w a n t e d to d o w a s raise the prof i le o f the 
original , a n d to those o f you w h o haven't 
s e e n it, I sugges t y o u take his adv i ce -
a n d rent the v i d e o D 

Dave 

The Opposite of Sex * * 
Starring : Christina Ricci, Martin Donovan, Lisa Kudrow, Ivan Sergei 
Director: Don Roos 

H ave y o u ever m i s s e d a fort 
n i g h t ' s e p i s o d e s o f y o u r 
favour i te s o a p o p e r a and c o m 

pletely lost track o f wha t ' s g o i n g on? 
Whatever the reason for the lapse in 
your devo t i on , the re ' s usua l ly s o m e o n e 
on hand to b r ing y o u up to da te w i th a 
swift s u m m a r y of the recent d e v e l o p 
m e n t s in a n o d d l y even t fu l Square , 
C lose or Street in the l and o f TV. The 
o p e n i n g 5 m i n u t e s o f Ihe Opposite of 
Sex ate l iable to r e m i n d y o u o f such a 
br ie f ing - t h o u g h w i th a n o w ob l iga to ry 
post-modern slant it's the f i lm ' s centra l 
character, 16 year D e e d e e - p l ayed by 
The Adams Family's C h r i s t i n a Ricci 
(more recent ly star o f indie-hits The Ice 
Storm and The Last of the High Kings) -
w h o s e voice-over p rov ides the e x p l a n a 
t ion of her o w n t r o u b l e d c i r cums tances . 

Ricci 's unen thus i as t i c m o u r n i n g at 
her step-father 's funera l sugges t s that 
she's not so upset to see the back o f h im , 
but b e r e a v e m e n t has dr iven her m o t h e r 
to unbea rab l y neuro t i c dep ths . Despe r 
ate to e s c a p e her Lou i s i ana h o m e , Ricci 

h eads for Ind iana a n d her l o n g lost half-
brother (Donovan ) , t h o u g h her reasons 
for d o i n g so p robab l y ex t end b e y o n d 
the h o p e o f r e n e w i n g acqua in t ances . 

Thanks to the legacy o f his gay lover, 
D o n o v a n is a wea l thy m a n , a n d his easy 

Eighteen certificate here we come. 

g o i n g nature prov ides a s t and ing invita
t ion for Ricci 's p r e c o c i o u s m e r c e n a r y 
w i les . D o n o v a n ' s f r i end (and his d e a d 
lover 's sister - k e e p up) K u d r o w is c o n 
v i n ced that Ricci is n o g o o d , a n d sure 
e n o u g h , s h e sets a b o u t t h e ra ther 

un l ike ly s e d u c t i o n o f his n e w n ice but 
d i m boy f r i end , Ivan Serge i . Very s o o n 
the resu l t ing love tr iangle is further c o m 
p l i c a t e d by a n n o u n c e m e n t s o f p r e g 
nancy , c h a r g e s o f sexua l ha rassment , 
a n d o t h e r s to r y l i nes c u l l e d f r o m the 
scripts o f th i rd rate Dallas sp in offs. 

There are o n e or t w o funny l ines, 
a n d K u d r o w has her fair share as the 
rep ressed Lucia . H o w e v e r , she s e e m s 
u n a b l e to a b a n d o n the t r ademark kook-
iness o f her role as P h e o b e f r om Friends, 
a n d c o m e s a c ross as half scatty, half 
upt ight . Even t h o u g h she shares sc reen 
t ime even ly w i th her co-stars, it's Ricci 
w h o d o m i n a t e s the f i lm. Unfor tunate ly , 
her non-pol i t ica l ly correct k n o w i n g c o m 
menta r y fails to illicit t he bel ly l aughs it 
a i m s for, a n d s u c c e e d s in l e n d i n g the 
p r o c e e d i n g s an irritatingly self-satisfied 
tone . 

W h e n a soap like Channe l 5's plainly 
r id iculous Sunset Beach d o e s a better job 
o f sat i r is ing at t i tudes to sex in the 90s, a 
f i lm like this s e e m s pretty point less . Q 

Simon 
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71 • * * • 
Starring : Sean Gullette, Mark Margolis, Ben Shenkman, Pamela Hart 
Director: Darren Aronofsky 

A s we l l as g a i n i n g wor ld-w ide crit i 
cal pra ise, 7t has s e c u r e d first-
t ime d i rector Dar ren A r o n o f s k y 

the D i r e c t i n g A w a r d for D r a m a t i c 
C o m p o s i t i o n at t h e S u n d a n c e F i lm 
Festival. W i th t hese a c c o l a d e s in m i n d I 
was e x p e c t i n g a v isual feast w h e n I 
entered the c i n e m a . I w a s not d i sap 
po in ted . A r o n o f s k y d e m o n s t r a t e s his 
a m a z i n g c o m m a n d o f c i n e m a t o g r a p h y , 
s h o w c a s i n g non- l inea r e d i t i n g (MTV 
style, ep i l epsy i n d u c i n g , cutt ing) a n d 
s o m e b i zza r e c a m e r a set-ups (at t i m e s 
s t rapp ing c a m e r a s to va r i ous ac to rs 
bodyparts) . But apart f r o m all t hese 
doubt l ess f a s c i na t i ng a n d innova t i ve 
'tricks' is the re a f i lm u n d e r n e a t h the 
audio-visual b o m b a r d m e n t ? 

The a n s w e r is a r e s o u n d i n g yes -
with so l id p e r f o r m a n c e s f r o m the s u p 
por t ing cast (who ma in l y cons is t o f the 
director 's f r i ends a n d family) , a n d Sean 
Gullette's impressive display as a m a n spi 
ral l ing into pa rano i a . The f i lm d e m a n d s 
self-muti lat ion a n d a ser ies o f pa infu l ly 
realistic fits f r o m Gul le t te , w h i c h h e duly 
completes wi th a man ic stare remin iscent 
of N i c h o l s o n ' s g lory days in One Hew 
over the Cuckoos Nest.. 

19 

Introduction to mad scientists. No 1 - the slinky obsession 

Wh i l e the plot s o m e t i m e s d o e s get 
a little t e n u o u s , (an over ly aggress i ve 
Wal l Street f i rm a n d a Kabba lah sect try 
to u n l o c k the secrets o f their ho ly texts) 
the e x t r e m e p a c e at w h i c h the f i lm 's 
storyl ine advances forces you to put such 
gr ipes as ide and concen t r a t e o n wha t ' s 
g o i n g o n on-sc reen . C o n s i d e r e d as a 
thril ler the f i lm wo rks we l l , k e e p i n g the 
v i ewe r a t t e m p t i n g to s e c o n d guess the 
true mot i ves o f t h e p e o p l e s u r r o u n d i n g 
Gu l le t te - w h e t h e r they actual ly care for 

h i m or are only a i d i n g h i m to f e e d the i r 
o w n sel f ish needs . Whe the r the f i lm is 
sc ience f ict ion is another matter entirely, 
so don ' t expect M u l d e r a n d Scully or any 
wa rp drives to start a p p e a r i n g . 

If you ' r e a l lergic to s t robes or va lue 
your ears, don ' t see this f i lm - e v e r y o n e 
e lse can sit back and fry their brains, 
h appy in the k n o w l e d g e that they are 
w a t c h i n g a great f i lm. 

• Joel. 

Win cinema tickets with the 

KENSINGTON 
As ever , t h o s e love l y p e o p l e at t h e 
O d e o n K e n s i n g t o n (no 9 or no 10 bus , 
in case y o u ' r e in terested) g ive y o u a n d 
a f r iend the oppo r tun i t y to s ee a f i lm for 
free. For a c h a n g e , howeve r , this w e e k 
the f i lm in q u e s t i o n wi l l c o m e as a sur
prise (OK, so I don ' t k n o w wha t the pr ize 
is yet, but rest a ssu red that the re wi l l be 
one) . 

A n y h o w , to w i n a pair o f t ickets all 
you have to d o is a n s w e r the f o l l o w i n g 
(decept ive ly s imple ) q u e s t i o n : 

Name all the actors who have 
played Anakln Skywalker (In any one 

of the four Star Wars Installments 
currently In existence). 

Emai l you r a n s w e r to f i lm. fe l ix@ 
ic .ac .uk b e f o r e 6 p m o n F u c s d a y 19th 
January to be in w i th a c h a n c e . W inne r s 
wi l l be d r awn at r a n d o m f r o m the virtual 
hat. 

The w inners of issue 1131 's Meetjoe 
Black c o m p e t i t i o n we re : 

Samaher Alahmed 
Imogen Lucas 

RJchard Hopkins 
Helen Coates 
Ben Crabshaw 

They all correct ly ident i f i ed that Brad Pitt 
p l ayed a G e r m a n m o u n t a i n e e r (with a 
very d o d g y accen t ) in Seven Years in 
Tibet 

A h u g e n u m b e r o f en t r i e s w e r e 
rece i ved for the Psycho c o m p e t i t i o n , all 
correctly ident i fy ing that An thony Perkins 
p layed N o r m a n Bates in H i t chcock ' s (far 
s u p e r i o r ) 1960 o r i g i n a l . The first f ive 
n a m e s to be p i cked out by the r a n d o m 
ema i l se lec tor w e r e : 

Yin Loong Chao 
Katie Hopkins 

Lauren Robinson 
Scott Edmunds 
Ben Pickersglll 

C o u l d all p r i sew inne rs p lease d r o p into 
the Felix o f f i ce (in the south-east co rne r 
of Beit Quad ) s o m e t i m e this w e e k to col 
lect their pr izes . 

PDATE 
Good Will 
Hunting 

A m o n g s t all the H o l l y w o o d success sto
ries o f last year, Mat t D a m o n a n d Ben 
A f l eck s t rode to t h e front o f the pack 
wi th this bri l l iantly m o v i n g f i lm. 

T w o years a g o , so the story goes , 
the pair w e r e in their f inal year at Har
vard a n d d e c i d e d they w a n t e d to be 
actors. T roub l e w a s they d idn ' t th ink 
they w e r e g o o d e n o u g h to get cast in 
a n y o n e e l se ' s f i lm , so they w r o t e their 
o w n . That script t u rned into Good Will 
Hunting, a n d t w o years later they ' re 
O s c a r w i n n i n g m i l l i o n a i r e s , d a t i n g 
Gwyne th Paltrow a n d W i n o n a Ryder and 
a m o n g s t the biggest stars in Ho l l ywood . 
Lucky, lucky bastards. 

The ice Storm 
Despi te a desperate ly sad e n d i n g (make-
sure y o u b u y f i ve b o x e s o f K l e enex 
b e f o r e w a t c h i n g t h e m o v i e ) a n d a 
decep t i ve l y s i m p l e p r em i se , A n g Lee's 
f i lm has b e e n (justifiably) s h o w e r e d in 
critical p laudi ts . 

Whi ls t a sevent ies-set d r a m a sur
r o u n d i n g a crisis-laden s u b u r b a n fami ly 
m igh t not s o u n d like r ivett ing v i e w i n g , 
a n ec lec t i c array o f H o l l y w o o d ' s f inest 
(the likes o f Kev in Kl ine, j o a n A l l en , Eli
j ah W o o d a n d S i g o u r n e y Weaver ) b r ing 
The Ice Storm to life w i th a near perfect 
d isp lay o f e n s e m b l e ac t ing . A d d in bril
liant d i r ec t i on , a sou l des t roy ing script 
and that e n d i n g , a n d you ' r e left w i th 
wha t can on ly be d e s c r i b e d as a classic 
p i e c e o f f i lm-mak ing . 

Anastasia 
Disney may have c o m e in for s o m e flak 
recently w i th their n o n e t oo accurate re
te l l ings of Pocohontas a n d Mulan, but 
Twent i e th Cen tu r y f o x ' s Anastasia is on 
a comp le te l y d i f ferent level . For starters, 
this Anas tas i a isn't e x e c u t e d - instead 
she 's chased a r o u n d Paris by the hench 
m e n of the evil Rasput in . H m m m . O n 
the o ther h a n d , w i th M e g Ryan, John 
Cusack , a n d Ke lsey G r a m m e r on voice-
over duty, the re ' s certa in ly no e x p e n s e 
spa red , a n d at t imes the e n d product is 
beaut i fu l l y d r a w n . I l owever , it still lacks 
the c h a r m a n d s e n s e of fun that gives 
D i sney c lassics a real c rossover into the; 
adult market . D 

Dave 

http://ic.ac.uk
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Blizzard Compilation [Diablo, Starcraft and warcraft II] (PC) 
Blizzard 

You can a lways tell w h e n our be l o ved 
G a m e s Editor is short of material - "Here 
you go" he said "Blizzard have just released 
three games in a special pack. Pop off and 
do m e 200 w o r d s o n each. " A n d h e dis
appears off to the un ion bar. Typical. 

T h e Human Is weak, ore will smash human 

Ihe or iginal Warcraft w a s re leased (if 
m e m o r y serves m e right) short ly b e f o r e 
C o m m a n d & C o n q u e r , a n d s u f f e r e d 
( somewha t unfairly) d u e to the bl i tz o f 
hype s u r r o u n d i n g W e s t w o o d ' s u n d o u b t 
edly exce l lent effort . It a l so lost out to 
C&C in that it d idn ' t h a ve a mul t ip layer 
m o d e - a lmost a cardinal sin now, but not 
so u n c o m m o n a f e w years a g o . Rather 
than b e i n g set in the near future , War-
craft w a s set in a my th i ca l l and 
w h e r e t r ibes o f m e n a n d ores 
fought it out , c o m p e t i n g for g o l d , 
l umber a n d l and . Warcraft II w a s 
re leased in 1996 a n d , as the n a m e 
suggests , it is b i g g e r a n d better . It 
a l so i n c l u d e s that c ruc ia l m u l t i 
player c o m p o n e n t (up to 8 players 
can h o o k up toge the r at a t ime) . 
The graph ics a re m u c h i m p r o v e d 
on bo th the o r ig ina l a n d C&C, but 
none the l e s s are start ing to s h o w 
their age . Still, if y o u l ike RPGs 
a n d C&C, this is w e l l w o r t h t h e 
pr ice . This v e r s i o n i n c l u d e s a n 
expans ion pack ( "Beyond the Dark 
Portal", s ince y o u asked) . 

Starcraft has b e e n o n e o f my 
favour i te g a m e s for s o m e t i m e . It is 
(again) very s imi lar to C&C, but is set in 
t h e far e n d s of the ga laxy (or s o m e 
w h e r e like that). You can contro l o n e of 
three races; h u m a n s (as in "You puny..."), 

Ze rgs (as in the no i se p e o 
ple m a k e w h e n they've had 
their throat torn out by a 
sort of a l ien ve rs ion of a 
d o b e r m a n ) a n d the myste 
r ious a n d rather tetchy Pro-
toss . The g a m e p l a y is 
s o m e w h a t m o r e v a r i ed 
than in ei ther Warcraft or 
C&C, wi th miss ions rang ing 
f r o m s e c u r i n g l a n d i n g 
z o n e s t h r o u g h full-frontal 

assaults o n a l ien bases , t h r o u g h c reep 
i ng a r o u n d a l ien-infested ships l o o k i n g 
for lost pe r sonne l and/or data files, to sit
t i ng t ight in a b e l e a g u e r e d garr ison des 
pe ra te l y h o p i n g that you r e v a c u a t i o n 
ships will arrive before your base is w i p e d 
out . B l izzard have m a d e full use o f their 
i m a g i n a t i o n in p u t t i n g the p a c k a g e 
toge the r , a n d as we l l as a mini-tutorial 
a n d t h e g a m e contro ls , the m a n u a l con-

If you have to shoot, shoot; don't talk. 

ta ins a very c o m p r e h e n 
sive sec t ion deta i l ing the 
var ious units ava i lab le to 
the races. It a l so c o n 
ta ins a br ie f h is tory o f 
e a c h o f t h e s e races , 
w h i c h rather than b e i n g 
t h e usua l l o a d o f cod-
myst ica l m u s h , actua l ly 
c o n t a i n s s o m e u s e f u l 1 
hints o n s t ra tegy for 
comba t and survival, pro
v i d i n g you ' r e p r epa r ed 
to r e ad b e t w e e n the 
lines. The w h o l e th ing is 
very we l l put toge ther , 
a n d t he r e are i n f l u e n c e s f r o m a vast 
r ange of d i f fe rent semi-classics (more 
o b v i o u s o n e s b e i n g C&C, Space Hulk, 
Civi l isat ion). Un less you ' re actual ly al ler
g ic to this k ind of futurist ic stuff, you ' l l 
love it. 

D iab lo is the third g a m e in the pack. 
It's a m o r e t radi t ional RPG, w i th y o u tak
ing cha rge of a character f r om one; o f 
three d i f ferent b a c k g r o u n d s (warrior -
b ig swo rd , heavy e yeb rows , skin co lou r 
of a t andoo r i c h i c k e n ; r o g u e - f ema l e , 

bow-mistress, c l v en , f unny po in ty 
ears; sorcerer - l o n g w h i t e bea rd , 
sme l l s funny , g o o d w i th f i reworks) . 
The a c t i on takes p l a c e b e l o w 
g r o u n d , in a vast d u n g e o n w i th a 
variety o f lairs. The level d e s i g n is 
a ser ies o f quests , each of w h i c h 
t ends to e n d w i th the des t ruc t ion 
(hopeful ly) o f a s u p r a - b a d d i e . H o w 
ever, there 's n o n e o f that n o n s e n s e 
about comp l e t i ng o n e quest be fo re 
y o u start the next. If y o u like, y o u 
can g o off hal fway th rough one , d o 
ano the r o n e and c o m e back to f in 
ish the first o f f w h e n y o u like. I his 
m a k e s for a ve ry o p e n - e n d e d 
g a m e . You get your quests by wan-

The electrics in the earliest dungeons 
were never that safe 

de r ing a r o u n d the vil lage sited above this 
d u n g e o n a n d ta lk ing to its down-trodden 
inhabitants. I here's the usual p le thora of 
w e a p o n s , a r m o u r a n d mag i c a l i tems, 
a n d it m a k e s for a sat isfy ing, if at t imes 
hard , one-player g a m e . W h e r e it really 
c o m e s into its o w n is in its mult ip layer 
e n v i r o n m e n t . U p to four p e o p l e can 
l ink up a n d g o o n the s a m e ques t 
toge the r , a n d B l izzard e ven prov ide you 
w i th s o m e free internet sof tware to he lp 
you d o this, s h o u l d y o u be like m e and 
not have any f r iends . "I he m o r e y o u 
play this g a m e t h e m o r e it b e c o m e s 
clear that it has b e e n d e s i g n e d primari ly 
for mul t ip layer use - many of the supra-
b a d d i e s a r c w e l l n i g h i m p o s s i b l e to 
de fea t o n your o w n . 

The log i c b e h i n d comp i l a t i on sets is 
usua l ly o n e s tonker , o n e ok and o n e 
sl ightly iffy. In this case w e have o n e 
w h i c h is exce l l en t (Starcraft), and two 
w h i c h are g o o d , part icular ly as mu l t i 
player g a m e s . It's a particularly g o o d 
bund l e , a n d we l l wor th the £35 for wh i ch 
you ' l l f ind it o n sa le in all g o o d g a m e 
s h o p s . O h c o m e o n , it's less than [12 
e a c h . 

Danny 

in From the Cold - What Blizzard are getting ready 
Diablo 2 Warcraft II - Platinum 

Never o n e to wa l k away f r o m 
a p ro f i t ab le s e q u e l B l i zza rd 
are a t t e m p t i n g to s h i n e u p 
their sh ie lds a n d swords a n d 
lead us back into the nasty 
wor ld of d u n g e o n s , crypts and 
cave rns to f ight f o e s a n d 
gather t reasure . 

f i ve n e w characters ; The 
A m a z o n , N e c r o m a n c e r , Pal 
ad in , Sorceress a n d Barbar ian 
(he's th ick but can carry t w o 
w e a p o n s at once ) a n d n e w 
non-p lay ing cha ra c t e r s all 
wan t i ng a p iece of the ac t i on . 
Expect more rumbles than y o u 

can w a v e a po in ty spear at. 
The graph ics are e x p e c t e d 
to be i m p r o v e d o n a n d , 
w i th op t iona l 3Dfx suppor t , 
wi l l a lmost de f lna te ly be a 
w o n d e r to wa t ch (with l ine 
o f s ight l ight ing effects and 
s h a d i n g b e i n g two of the 
b ig improvemen t s ) . 

Expected to fill four CDs 
o n e for each Act) and to be 

r e l e a s e d s o m e t i m e th is 
year. Bl izzard arc b e i n g very 
c a g e y o n a n n o u n c i n g a n 
exact re lease date . 

N o , a m a z i n g l y e n o u g h it's not wha t y o u 
are e x p e c t i n g . They have not d o n e a 
D u n e 2000. T h e r e a re n o m a s s i v e 
i m p r o v e m e n t s in the graph ics or in the 
s o u n d . N o n e w in t roduc t i ons . In fact 
they have actual ly left the g a m e pretty 
m u c h a l o n e . So w h y w o u l d y o u wan t to 
buy a g a m e for full pr ice that you cou ld 
a l ready buy in a comp i l a t i on or in a b u d 
get range? 

Networks , or rather the abilty to play 
over the internet u s i ng the; n o w a lmost 
f a m o u s Battle.net. This p a c k a g e a l lows 
y o u to play and c o m p e t e in a h u g e lad
der sys tem against p e o p l e all over the 
w o r l d . It a lso a l lows b i g battles o f up to 

e ight t eams , all a t t e m p t i n g to turn their 
oppos i t e n u m b e r s into embarrassed and 
a n n o y e d b a d losers. 

O h , for t h o s e w h o m o c k there are 
a lso two m o r e c a m p a i g n s to play by 
yourse l f - t h o u g h if y o u have bought the 
package to play s ing le player g a m e s you 
ei ther have a sl ight o b s e s s i o n or have 
too m u c h m o n e y to th row at c o m p u t e r 
g a m e s ( t h o u g h if th is is so y o u can 
a lways buy g a m e s a n d rev iew t h e m for 
tc l ix ) . 

B l izzard a r c g o i n g to re lease War
craft II s o m e t i m e in the first half o f this 
year . S o m e o n e out there is p robab l y 
l o o k i n g f o rwa rd to it. I can't say I a m . 

http://Battle.net
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Gangsters (PC) 
Eidos 

" l t . s u I i j i 
M i l ' t i t 

Mi . 

cop i e s a n d r e m e m b e r e d bruises 
a n d scars l o n g s ince f a d e d . 

The g a m e itself is b a s e d in 
t h e f i c t iona l t o w n o f N e w T e m 
pe rance , w h e r e y o u a n d severa l 
rivals have d e c i d e d to carve t h e 
t o w n into a per fec t e x a m p l e o f 
o rgan i sed c r ime capital . After play
ing a series o f short tutorials w h i c h 
in t roduce mos t o f the basic moves 
(your b read a n d butter extor t ion 
rackets, a n d rather nasty G a n g 
ster based m a y h e m ) , its t ime to 
get o n w i th the j o b of con t ro l l i ng 

t's an offer I can ' t re fuse , t hey first to ld the t o w n p roper . 

} 

• Buy to* $rm 

i / ~ \ » r 
Henry's Dressmaking Habit was well known 

m e last s u m m e r - a n d they w e r e r ight. 
The p e o p l e b e h i n d Gangs t e r s r o u n d e d 
up several not that busy journa l is ts , t o o k 
them to G r e e n h a m C o m m o n - the site o f 
the a b a n d o n e d US a irbase, a n d let us g o 
m a d w i t h a u t o m a t i c pa in t g u n s , 
g renades a n d s m o k e b o m b s . O h a n d 
wh i l e w e w e r e the re they let us play 
with the g a m e . First i m p r e s s i o n s w e r e 
that the g a m e w a s g o i n g to be a n o t h e r 
b ig Eidos g a m e . It l o o k e d pretty e n o u g h 
to play w i th a n d a p p e a r e d to have t h e 
dep th of g a m e p l a y that e n a b l e s a g a m e 
to be tasking w i thout fo rc ing a t w o w e e k 
manua l r ead ing sess ion . Winter d r e w o n 
and finally the g a m e w a s r o u n d e d off, 
t h e s a m e j ou rna l i s t s r e c e i v e d r e v i e w 

As in the real w o r l d the i dea is not 
to dirty your o w n hands but to fo rce o th 
ers to dirty the i rs . This y o u d o by o r g a n 
is ing your m e n into t eams with w e a p o n s , 
veh ic les and suff ic ient m a n p o w e r . These 
t e a m s are t h e n g i ven their o rders for 
the w e e k w i th o b v i o u s risks for assassi 
na t ions , b o m b i n g s a n d se t t ing f ire to 
t h e bus i nes ses w h o fail to buy into the 
' i nsu rance market'? The 'va luable mutua l 
benef i t marke t ' to g ive it its full n a m e . 
There is obv ious l y less risk but a l so less 
profit to be m a d e by o w n i n g a f e w c lean 
shops , but they can be used to mix g o o d 
a n d bad m o n e y a n d p rov ide a local safe 
h o u s e for the little dears w h o w o r k for 
y o u . The least risk o f cou r se g o e s w i th 

o r d e r i n g your t e a m to p o p d o w n the 
s h o p to buy a copy of the local paper -
we l l ok I m a d e the last task up but w i th 
other gangs cove t i ng your little a r ea a n d 
w i l l i ng to put m o r e lead into your diet , 
s o m e o n e must p o p d o w n to the s h o p s 
for the mi lk and co f f ee . 

A f t e r t h e orders s tage it is t ime to hit 
the streets a n d w a t c h all your best laid 
p lans su f fe r f r o m t h o s e little irr itants 
k n o w n as the gene ra l publ ic , t he po l i ce 
and other gangsters. Luckily there are still 
a f e w tricks up your s leeve , a n d wh i l e 
your t hugs are pretty bra in less they can 
deviate f r om the plans w i th a s imp le f e w 
cl icks o f the m o u s e . The ac t ion s cenes 
are a lso the p lace to be to s e c your little 
e m p i r e m o v e o n w a r d s a n d u p w a r d s , 
very r e w a r d i n g in a nasty pa in 
inf l ic t ing way. 

A l t h o u g h the re has not b e e n 
a huge improvement in the g raph 
ics or the s o u n d since the s u m m e r 
both are about average in a g a m e 
like this. The t o w n can be v i e w e d 
e i ther in s imp l e top d o w n p lan 
m o d e - w h i c h is eas ier to p lan 
w i th , or in a 3D m o d e - w h i c h is 
u s e d for the ac t ion s e q u e n c e s . 
The vict ims, sorry c i t izens, o f N e w 
T e m p e r a n c e can be hea rd a n d 
seen to interact w i th your emp loy 

ees . The t o w n d o e s fee l a little l ike a 
1930's City. The g a m e actually feels g o o d 
to play - desp i t e the bu rn ing , b l o w i n g up 
a n d s h o o t i n g that g o e s o n , a n d the only 
smal l g r ipet te is that it pe rhaps takes t oo 
l o n g to get a p rope r e m p i r e f l o w i n g and 
so for s o m e takes a little t o o l o n g to get 
g o i n g . For t h o s e w h o love m a n a g e m e n t 
g a m e s it is o n e to sit o n the she l f and 
play into the l o n g hours . For t h o s e w i th 
o n l y a r c a d e g a m e s a n d fast f l o w i n g 
g raph i cs o n thei r m i n d s it's not g o i n g to 
turn your h e a d in the s a m e w a y that 
C&C a n d Red Alert c o u l d . It's g o o d , Lat 
Tony, but not qu i t e g o o d e n o u g h to talk 
its way out o f the conc re t e overcoat . 

Gary S. 

Bloke behaving badly 

ideas from Eidos - Apart from Lara IV what's in store ! 
warzone 2100 

D a m n those satel l i te w e a p o n p la t fo rms . 
W h e n they ' re not b e i n g u s e d to shoo t at 
M u l d e r a n d Scu l ly by 
r o g u e A l ' s t hey g o all 
w r o n g and trigger a g loba l 
nuc lear a r m e g e d d o n . It's 
just not fair. 

Thus the s c e n e is se 
for W a r z o n e 2100. As o n e 
of the r e m a i n i n g mi l l i on 
p e o p l e left o n the s m o k 
ing ruins y o u have the task o f r e b u i l d i n g 

Nor th A m e r i c a and to get s o m e o f t hose 
lost t e c h n o l o g i e s w o r k i n g aga in ( though 

if y o u ask m e leav ing it 
as a s m o k i n g ruin a n d 
m o v i n g to Europe might 
b e a m o r e s o u n d idea) . 
If you th ink this s o u n d s 
rather M a d M a x e s q u e , 
y o u w o u l d not be too 
far f r o m b e i n g w r o n g . 
Aga ins t y o u are var ious 

bands of scavengers a l o n g with the occa 

s iona l r e m n a n t o f c iv i l izar ion . Yep y o u 
cou ld we l l b e t h i nk i ng M a d Max . 

Desp i t e h a v i n g a story s o u n d i n g 
like M a d M a x it d o e s appea r to be half 
d e c e n t (at this s tage of d e v e l o p m e n t 
anyway) . P laced very near the Battle-
z o n e 2000 ideal of realt ime play ing c o m 
b ined w i th base strategy and d e f e n c e it 
cou ld cha l l enge Tiberian Sun, w h e n e v e r 
that de c i de s to p o k e its head a b o v e the 
g r o u n d and parade itself for our del ights. 
Let's h o p e the large n u m b e r o f op t i ons 

d o e s n ' t m a k e t h e g a m e imposs ib l e to 
u n d e r s t a n d a n d play proper ly . 

Not the New Year News 
Pentium III - Intel goes for speed 

In a very l o w key w a y Intel C o r p r e l eased detai ls o f the next gene r a t i on o f p roces 
sors. C h o s i n g the h igh ly o r ig ina l n a m e P e n t i u m III, Intel i n tend to start s h i p p i n g 450 
and 500 M H z ve rs ions immed i a t e l y . A l o n g w i th the raw c lock s p e e d increase , they 
have a lso i n c l u d e d s o m e extra h a r d w a r e to he lp s p e e d up v ideo , a u d i o a n d s p e e c h 
recogn i t i on tasks. 

Intel a lso in tend to m o v e to a n e w p r o c e s s i n g facil ity w h i c h s h o u l d a l l ow the 
s p e e d to increase to 600 M H z a n d a b o v e . Intel wi l l a lso re lease a m o b i l e ve rs ion o f 
the ch ip (in t h e n e w 600 M H z f lavour) for l ap tops but not until t he s e c o n d half o f 
this year. Just in t ime for t h e M i l l e n i u m b u g if they ' re lucky. 

Free Lunch pays dough 
Freeserve (the Free internet serv ice prov ider pa id for by D ixons - your fr iendly, ne igh 
b o u r h o o d electrical retailer) has m a n a g e d to ent ice over 900,000 p e o p l e to use Inter
net Explorer 4 and s ign their p l e d g e to their internet c o n n e c t i o n . Off ic ia l ly the fastest 
g r o w i n g ISP in the UK (900 000 c u s t o m e r s in 5 m o n t h s kicks A O L ' s UK b ranch into 
the dirt.) 

M a r k Danby , gene ra l m a n a g e r o f Freeserve sa id : "It s h o w s w e have d e v e l o p e d 
the right f o r m u l a for our c u s t o m e r s a n d that y o u d o n ' t have to pay for a first class 
internet service." The b ig catch is that for t hose less techn ica l l y a d e p t users there is 
no f ree adv ice a n d he lp l ine. Best st ick to the 56k C o l l e g e serv ice t h e n . 

http://lt.su
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Bridge 
National U25 Tournament 

Football 
4th XI 
IC 5 -1 UCL 

A n excep t i ona l p e r f o r m a n c e f r o m the 
IC four th ' s , f resh f r o m thei r m idsea-
s o n break (to s u c h de l igh t fu l p l aces as 
Rhyl, L l a n b o i d y a n d A l d e r s h o t ) . W e 
c e m e n t e d our pos i t i on at t h e t o p o f 
U L U Div is ion 3 a n d are n o w in a great 
p o s i t i o n to r e a c h t h e u n p a r a l l e l e d 
he ights o f d iv i s ion 2. O f t h e 8 l e a g u e 
g a m e s r e m a i n i n g , the four th ' s s h o u l d 
be a i m i n g to w i n at least 5 or 6. 

This g a m e e x p l o d e d into life in the 
first f e w m i n u t e s as IC raced into a 
two goa l lead w i th goa l s by A i d e n , fo l 
l o w i n g g o o d w o r k by Steve a n d Derek, 
and a n e m b a r r a s s e d U C L d e f e n d e r . 
From then on the rest o f the g a m e w a s 
really a formal i ty , the o n l y q u e s t i o n 
b e i n g h o w m a n y c o u l d IC sco re . The 
answer : f ive, the extra goa l s c o m i n g 
f r om A d a m , N i m a a n d a pena l t y f r o m 
G u r m (who else cou ld have f in i shed so 
clinically f o r m 12 yards?). A m e n t i o n to 
Dave Wishart w h o was "f**ing a m a z i n g " 
(his words) but in m i n e " f** ing sh i te " as 
h e gave a w a y a pena l t y w h i c h w a s 
crappi ly saved by Stu a n d U C s c o r e d 
wi th the f o l l ow up. Final score 5-1 to IC. 

Ladie's Hockey 
2nd XI 

IC 0 - 8 Royal Free 

B o n d a g e Gir l d rove a full t e a m to the 
match in style, on ly g o i n g on to the pave
m e n t o n c e . F rom t h e n o n it w a s all 
d o w n h i l l , ma in l y b e c a u s e w e ' d tu rned 
up to play hockey and e n d e d up play ing 
w a t e r p o l o ( t ak ing our o w n u m p i r e 
s h o u l d have h e l p e d , but un for tuna te l y 
Sabo teu r d idn ' t d o any th ing to j eopar 
d ise the o p p o s i t i o n s score) . S cousc Git, 
w h o w a s t o o h u n g o v e r to play, w a s 
bad ly m i s s e d , a l t h o u g h to be hones t 
the f o rwa rds rarely got the ball . 2 Jags 
got in s o m e g o o d e l b o w tackles, wh i l e 
e v e r y o n e e lse got their exerc i se run 
n i n g a r o u n d the a lcohol sect ion o f Sains-
bury 's - its g o o d to see the ladies 2nd 
t e a m still has its priorit ies straight. 

Also received... 

Hockey: IC 1 9-2 UCLMS 

Refs w e r e rubb ish , and the wea the r was 
poor . A l t hough not as poor as the o p p o 
s i t i o n . Ic s h o u l d have had tw ice as 
m a n y goa ls . 

Recent ly IC Br idge C lub en t e r ed for the 
L o n d o n q u a l i f i c a t i o n r o u n d o f t h e 
Na t iona l U25 Paris contes t . For the n e w 
recruits in the c lub this w a s to be a n 
oppor tun i t y to play b r i dge for the first 
t ime. I or the m o r e s e a s o n e d players in 
the c lub it w a s to b e an oppo r tun i t y to 
h o n e their t ou rnament play ready for the 
f o r t h c o m i n g Por t land B o w l ma t ches . At 
least that w a s the theory . 

A s t rong field of players m a d e for dif
ficult but en joyab le play. Unfor tunate ly , 
the s t r ong f ie ld a n d comp lex i t y o f s o m e 
h a n d s p r o v e d t o o m u c h for m a n y o f t h e 
IC pairs, howeve r , x-IC par tnersh ip D o m 
G o o w i n (Bat) and Jon Todd (Hcff) d id w i n 
the overal l c o m p e t i t i o n , bea t i ng 3 Eng 
land pairs, comfor tab l y qua l i fy ing for the 
nat iona l f inals. 

Espec ia l l y g o o d p e r f o r m a n c e s by 
M i c h a e l Lee Klen V o n g a n d his partner 
A n s o n Wi l l iams saw t h e m beat e ve r yone 
e lse in the c lub, i n c l u d i n g bo th Imperia l 
A a n d B teams . A n o t h e r impress i ve per 
f o r m a n c e w a s that o f A n n a i g Jazque-
m a r d >and Ruper t C h a p l i , w h o as a 
beginners pair d id very wel l bea t ing most 

o f the rest o f the c lub ! 

I D o m G o o d w i n - Jon T o d d (x-IC) 
10 M i c h a e l Lee K len V o n g - A n s o n 

Wi l l i ams 
II G i l es C o p e - B e n V a n L ierop 
12 Eric Parker - J ohn D o u g l a s 
13 Kevin Tarn - T o m O a g 
14 A n n a i g J a c q u e m a r d - Rupert Chapl in 
15 M i c h a e l Dias - A n d r e w Clery (x-IC) 
16 Dan ie l F look - Steve Parker 
17 Ra lph Ma r t i n - Raj Dash 
18 Ivan L e u n g - J amie W o o d 
21 M a u r i c e Lee K ien V o n g - D e l p h i n e 

Jarraud 

OK . Even a l l o w i n g for exams , the start 
o f t e rm a n d e v e n the weather , I'd have 
t h o u g h t y o u lot c o u l d d o a little better 
than th ree br ief art ic les. 

Last t e rm s a w a g o o d range of arti
c les f r o m lots o f t e a m s and c lubs and 
I h o p e that con t i nues into this term. So 
get t h o s e art ic les in . In the m e a n t i m e 
en joy t hese art ic les f r o m the w o r l d o f 
p ro f e s s i ona l sport . Gus 

INTERESTED IN A WORKING 

HOLIDAY ADVENTURE? 
T O F I N D O U T A B O U T W O R K I N G O P P O R T U N I T I E S I N 

A M E B I C A SOUTH AFRICA 
C A N A D A f$ftf$\ G H A N A 
AUSTRALIA J A M A I C A 

NEW Z E A L A N D 
COME TO THE 

ICU BUNAC SOCIETY'S 
INFORMATION SESSION ON 

TUESDAY19JANUARY 
IN THE 

CLORE IECTURE THEATRE, 
HUXLEY BUILDING, 6PM 

For details email ICU BUNAC chair 

Angela Parkin 

a. parkin @ic.ac. uk 

L o n d o n n i g h t l i n e 

01 " 7 1 ftOI f l 1 f l 1 

L o n d o n N i g h t l i n e n e e d s v o l u n t e e r s 
We are a confidential listening and practical information 
helpline, run by students for students. We are open from 
6pm until Sam every night of term. At the moment we 
are looking for students who want to train as volunteers. 
We don't care what age or sex you are, or what college 
you are from, or what course you are studying. If you can 
give up three nights a term and think that you would be 
able to listen to someone in a friendly, non-judgmental 
way you could be ideal for us. You don't need any expe
rience, we' l l give you all the training you need. So if you 
want to help other students and join an organisation with 
a fun and active social side please get in touch. 

Come along to our Introductory Talk 
on Tuesday 9th February at 7.00pm 

in ULU, room 3C 
or ring the helpline (number above). 

N i g h t l i n e i s h e r e , w h e t h e r y o u w a n t 

i n f o r m a t i o n o r s i m p l y s o m e o n e t o t a l k t o . 
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C R I C K E T : E n g l a n d 2 n d b e s t - a g a i n 

F o l l o w i n g a se r i e s w i n aga in s t S o u t h 
Afr ica last s u m m e r , a n d t h e p rospec t o f 
not h a v i n g to f a c e s p i n k i n g S h a n e 
Warne, Eng land suppor te r s w e r e f i l led 
with h o p e a n d expec t a t i on that Eng land 
w o u l d actual ly g ive Aust ra l ia a run for 
their m o n e y for the first t ime in 10 years. 
The bui ld up to the first test w a s not 
ideal , w i th several players s h o w i n g a lack 
o f f o rm in the warm-up m a t c h e s a n d a 
wor ry ing back p r o b l e m for f o r m e r cap 
tain M i k e A t h e r t o n . The first test w a s 
played in Br i sbane at the e n d o f Nove-
meber , a n d the early g o i n g l o o k e d to b e 
fairly e v en , w i th Aus t ra l i a r e a c h i n g 106-
4. But a n u m b e r o f m i s s e d c h a n c e s f o l 
l owed w h i c h a l l o w e d Steve W a u g h a n d 
Ian Healey (perennia l thorns in England 's 
s ide) to put o n 187 runs for t h e 6th 
wicket, and s o m e extra runs f r om the tail 
took the total to 485. Predictably England 
cou ld not m a n a g e to m a t c h this s co re , 
but l ooked like the might get pretty c lose 
at 360-6 unti l the tail c o l l a p s e d to 375 all 
out. A rapid-fire century f r o m d a s h i n g 
opene r M i c h a e l Slater set up a large tar
get for Eng land , w h o pred ic tab ly w i l t ed 
to the l eg sp in o f Stuart M c G i l l , a n d w e r e 
saved de fea t by a f reak t h u n d e r s t o r m . 
Definitely a mora le if not actual victory for 

Hat-trick Victims: Ian Healy, Stuart McGill and Colin Miller fall to successive deliv
eries from Darren Gough, who became the first English bowler for 100 years to 

take an Ashes hat trick against Australia 

Austra l ia . O n t o Perth, and a m u c h faster 
w icket s aw 21-year o ld Earl's Court native 
A l ex Tudo r m a k e his test ma t ch debu t . 
Un fo r tuna te l y the England batt ing (miss
i n g bes t b a t s m a n G r a h a m T h o r p e , 
re turned h o m e wi th a ser ious back p rob 
l em) w a s w o e f u l , m a k i n g on ly 112 & 
191. Aust ra l ia r o m p e d to a 7 w icke t vic
tory ins ide 3 days, a n d the scr ies was 
look ing dec ided ly out of England's reach. 
The on ly pos i t ive to c o m e out of the 

ma t ch w a s the p e r f o r m a n c e of Tudor , 
l o o k i n g d e c i d e d l y re laxed a n d host i le , 
w h i c h m a d e the dec i s i on to leave h i m 
out for the next test in A d e l a i d e ques 
t i onab le to say the least. This w a s the 
g r o u n d E n g l a n d w o n thei r o n l y test 
ma t ch o f the last tour, but it was not to 
be this t ime . A b ig h u n d r e d f r om Justin 
Langer a n d a c o m p l e t e lack of app l i ca 
t ion by Lng land 's tail in c i ther innings led 
to a 205 run loss. Eng land w e r e d o w n 

a n d l o o k e d o n cou r se for a 4-0 defeat in 
the f ive m a t c h sc r ies , s o cue the usual 
r e s p o n s e o f the Eng land cricket t e a m in 
t h e s e c i r c u m s t a n c e s - w i n a m a t c h . 
D e c e n t ba t t ing f r o m sk ipper A lec Stew
art, re l ieved of the wicket-keeping duties, 
gave Eng l and a d e c e n t s co re . Dar ren 
G o u g h t h e n b o w l e d s o m e o f the most 
host i l e fast b o w l i n g I have s e e n by an 
Engl ish bow le r , a n d Austra l ia 's bat t ing 
w a s f inal ly b l o w n away for o n c e , g i v ing 
Eng land a 12 run victory, after the hosts 
w e r e s e e m i n g l y c ru i s ing to the w in . I his 
set up the possibi l i ty o f England squar ing 
the se r i e s in S ydney . A l t h o u g h the 
p i t c h e d t u r n e d s q u a r e a n d W a r n e 
returned to play a longs ide the impressive 
McG i l l , Eng land d id not play badly, but a 
p o o r d e c i s i o n by the IV replay u m p i r e 
g i v i ng Slater in w h e n he w a s clearly out 
eventua l l y cost Eng land the ma t ch . 
So a l t h o u g h I a m p l e a s e d m y pred i c t ion 
f r om N o v e m b e r (3-1 to Austral ia) c a m e 
out right, it is d i s a p p o i n t i n g to on ly see 
Eng land p l a y i ng we l l w h e n they have 
a l ready c o n c e d e d the ser ies. O n the 
bright s ides Eng l and surely .start as o n e 
o f the favourites for this s u m m e r ' s cricket 
Wo r ld C u p , w i th c o n d i t i o n s g i v ing the 
host s ide a dist inct advan t age . 

Bound Editions 
The following people ordered 1997-8 Bound Editions and have not yet collected them. Please pop into the 

Felix Office, with a cheque for £32 made payable to 'ICU Publications Board (Felix)', at your convenience. 
M a r k B a k e r 

S i m o n B a k e r 
A l l C a m p b e l l 

Ivan C h a n 
R o b e r t C l a r k 

H a m i s h C o m m o n 
J u l i a H a r r i e s 

A n d r e w H e e p s 
C h r i s H l c k e y 

A n t o l n e J e a n s o n 

A l o k J h a 
C h a r l i e J o y n t 

W e i L e e 
W i l l i a m L o r e n z 

D e n n i s P a t r l c k s o n 

IC R a d i o 
J a s o n R a m a n a t h a n 

A n d y S l n h a r a y 

Around IC & Beyond 
M o n 18 Tues 19 Wed 20 Thurs 21 Fri 22 Sat 23 Sun 24 

Env Soc: J u b i l e e 2000 LabSoc : J o h n M o n k s , ICSM RAG - Invasion o f ICSM RAG - Circ le Line ICSM RAG - RAG Ball @ Electric Cafe , dBs, EREE 
Coa l i t ion M e e t i n g , Lec T U C G e n Sec, RCS Lec L o n d o n am Pub Crawl 11am Shepherds Bush Empire 9pm-12am 
ture Theatre 2, Physics ture Theat re C 1pm £15 in a d v a n c e f r o m 

6pm Env Soc : M e e t i n g to E rasmus I n f o r m a t i o n BMS , St Mary ' s & CX 
UFC in STOIC 6pm d e s i g n a R e n e w a b l e s S e s s i o n for s t u d e n t s 7pm 

C A G : f o o l s for Se l f Physics Course . 1.30pm p l a n n i n g to s tudy 
Rel iance, B a semen t o f ICSM RAG- Jazz , l o o d & a b r o a d . A n t e R o o m , Bust-a-gut C o m e d y , dBs 
Beit Q u a d 6pm So i ree @ St Mary ' s6pm ICSM RAG - Battle of the 

Bands Bop @ CX 
Level 1 Sher f ie ld 

11.30am-2.30pm 
£2.50 8pm 

ICSM RAG - G a m e s @ ICSM RAG - R e v u e & 7.30pm Idiot Son (who played at 
CX 7pm Hypnot i s t @ CX 7pm 

C lub XS, ICU, EREE 
C A G : Soup Run , Base
m e n t K i t c h e n , W e e k s 

ICU I ri 8 January) e l al 
Wate r Rats, Grays Inn 

STA Bar Trivia DaVinc i ' s 9pm-1 am Hall 8pm Road 8pm 
8pm 

Cocktai l Night , DaVinci 's C o m m o n Peop le , ICU 
C A G : S o u p Run , Base 5-11pm £1 9pm-2am 
m e n t K i t c h e n , W e e k s 
Hall 8pm ICSM RAG - Post crawl 

b o p @ St Mary ' s 11pm 
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l ower t han n o r m a l for the r e m a i n d e r of the short sea 
s o n , w h i c h b e g i n s o n February Sth. 

Jo rdan retires a very r ich ($24mi l l ion dol lar contract 
p lus $45 mi l l i on in s p o n s o r s h i p per year) a n d well-
loved m a n . But it s e e m s t h e sport h e served so we l l for 
the past d e c a d e is g o i n g to be left w i th the a lmost 
i m p o s i b l e task o f t ry ing to f ind s o m e way to fill the gap 
c rea ted by his depar tu re . 

NFL: Denver vJets, Atlanta v Minnesota 

US SPORT 
BASKETBALL: Jordan's 

retirement leaves chasm 
in us's sporting psyche 

The re t i rement last w e e k o f M i c h a e l Jo rdan , r e g a r d e d 
by many as o n e o f the greatest p ro f e s s i ona l a th le tes 
ever, has left the A m e r i c a n p e o p l e , a n d m u c h o f the 
wor ld , in a state o f shock . 

The greatest , a n d certa inly wea l th ies t , player the 
Nat iona l Basketbal l A s s o c i a t i o n (NBA) has ever s e e n 
a n n o u n c e d his in ten t ion to leave the sport s ay ing "I 
played it to the best I cou ld play it. I tr ied to be t h e best 
basketbal l player I c o u l d be . " 

Jordan, w h o s e n a m e has b e e n s y n o n y m o u s w i th 
the N B A for over 10 years says h e is " 9 9 . 9 % ce r ta in " 
about re t i rement this t ime , h a v i n g p rev ious l y g i v en up 
5 years a g o , f o l l o w i n g the g u n n i n g d o w n o f his father. 
After 6 champ ionsh ip w i n n i n g seasons out o f 8, and five 
most va luab le player awards , J o rdan felt it w a s the 
"right t ime to leave the g a m e . I a m at p e a c e w i th that. 
Physically I a m f ine , but I a m men ta l l y e x h a u s t e d . " 

Jordan, ho lde r o f severa l mu l t im i l l i on dol lar c o n 
tracts f r o m var ious s p o n s o r s ( i n c l ud ing the 'Air Jo rdan ' 
trainer p roduced by the sports giant Nike), said he m a d e 
his dec i s i on s o m e t i m e a g o , but w a n t e d to wait unti l 
the e n d o f the lockout b e t w e e n t e a m s a n d players 
before a n n o u n c i n g his dec i s ion . The lockout, w h i c h has 
cr ippled a lmost the entire s ea son this year, w a s recently 
so lved after players and o w n e r s f inal ly gave e a c h other 

Michael Jordan 

s o m e g r o u n d after a bitter player strike that has lasted 
over 7 mon ths , a n d threated to w i p e out the ent i re sea 
s o n . The re t i rement of the sports greatest player wi l l 
have d i s m a y e d N B A off ic ia ls w h o face an uphi l l task to 
re-engage the attent ion of a publ ic d i senchan ted by the 
g r e e d i n e s s o f o w n e r s a n d players. TV rat ings a n d sta
d i u m a t t e n d a n c e s wil l u n d o u b t a b l y be s ign i f i cant l y 

In conference finals 

Last w e e k e n d saw the NFL c o n f e r e n c e f inals b e t w e e n 
t e a m s that are hard to separa te in te rms of ability. 
R e i g n i n g c h a m p i o n s t h e D e n v e r B r o n c o ' s start as 
favour i tes to recap tu re the i r S u p e r B o w l title in two 
w e e k s t i m e , but A t l an t a or M i n n e s o t a wi l l p rov ide 
t o u g h c o m p e t i t i o n in the S u p e r B o w l . This o f course 
a s s u m e s the g o o d but not-qu i te-good-enough N e w 
York Jets d o not o v e r c o m e t h e o d d s to de fea t the 
Broncos . 

If I have space to fill again this term, I intend to pub
lish a full review of the NFL season and the Super Bowl 
shortly after it is played. If anyone out there feels they 
know something about American Football and feeling 
like writing an article get in contact. I am also willing 
to publish articles on the FA Premiership/Rugby Pre
miership when/if space allows. If you want to write any
thing drop mc a line at goap98@doc.lc.ac.uk. 

Gus 

CRYPTIC CROSSWORD Across Down 

by Ed & Gnat C h u m 7 B e l o n g i n g to Conserva t i ve g r o u p is 
correct.(2,3,5) 

8 N a t i o n , ini t ia l ly , is r ight b e t w e e n 
points.(4) 

9 Qu ie t g a r d e n too l a n d veh i c l e for 
Apol lo . (7) 

10 Hol iday? N e w York state c o n f u s e d 
in post.(7) 

13 Focus e x p e r t i s e d 4) 
15 Or i en ta l e n l i g h t e n m e n t ? Co l l aps ib l e 

a n d so lanaceous . (7 ,7 ) 
19 Real Un i t ed Na t i ons split in spirit.(7) 
20 Regard less o f d i s cha rge in river.(7) 
21 Drive in U reg.(4) 
22 Inf luential t ime in South A m e r i c a n 

coun t r y , b e f o r e b r e a k i n g o n e 
vase.OO) 

1 Man- l i ke w o r k e r has h u m a n 
resources of f i cer o n film.(9) 

2 N o r t h e r n t o w n or a c lash b e t w e e n 
t w o o f them. (5 ) 

3 Top n o t c h RC lass gets a fist.(5,5) 
4 Saint o n Scot t i sh c rop has a l o n g 

body.(5) 
5 S end h o m e Pat a n d rat to Eire in a 

bund le . ( lO ) 
6 D ick 's a gir l 's name. (5 ) 
11 Re l ig ious text o f strip cures.(10) 
12 D o pits s l a m up this s i n g e r o f 

hymns?(10) 
14 W e hear na r row Tiff tells a story.(9) 
16 W e hear the I r ench u n d e r w e a r is a 

beast.(5) 
17 Sp ins a r o u n d , uses scissors.(5) 
18 This c h a p is a cur rent Bibl ical f i g 

u r e d ) 

Answers to 1131 

Across : 1. Ha i rd r e s se r 9. A l a b a m a 
10. P e tun i a 11. Chor i s t e r 12. Upse t 
13. Rota 14. Rep roached 15. Sheep fo lds 
19. Ices 21 . Dro l l 22. A s s o c i a t e 

Down: 1. Heat O f The M o m e n t 2. Iraqi 
3. D r a f t e e 4. E m p e r o r 5. S a t s u m a 
6. R ings T h e C h a n g e s 7. Cance r 
8. R a n t e d 15. S o d o m y 16. Palette 

24. Maes t r i 25. Upr ight 26. The reabou ts 17.Opal ine 18. Disturb 20.Sheath 23.Corfu 
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