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KEEP THE CAT FREE EST 1949 
The S t u d e n t s ' N e w s p a p e r at Impe r i a l C o l l e g e 

JCR Staff Attacked in Robbery 
A m e m b e r o f c a t e r i n g s t a f f w a s 
a t t acked in t h e f ina l w e e k o f last t e r m 
in t h e Jun ior C o m m o n R o o m by t w o 
y o u n g m e n . T h e m e n g a g g e d a n d 
b o u n d the lady b e f o r e m a k i n g o f f w i t h 
a subs tan t i a l a m o u n t o f m o n e y f r o m 
the p r e m i s e s . 

The inc iden t t o o k p l a ce o n T u e s d a y 
15 D e c e m b e r s o m e t i m e b e t w e e n 5.00 
a n d 5 . 3 0 p m . T h e t w o m e n . a g e d 
b e t w e e n 20 a n d 22 years , e n t e r e d t h e 
JCR a n d a t t a c k e d t h e lady w h i l e s h e 
w a s in her o f f i c e . A f te r t y i n g her d o w n 
t h e y s t o l e a n u n d i s c l o s e d s u m o f 
m o n e y , b e l i e v e d to b e at least seve ra l 
h u n d r e d p o u n d s , a n d left t h e p r e m i s e s 
v ia the f ire e s c a p e stairs l e a d i n g to t h e 

By Ed Sexton 

m a i n d i n i n g hal l a n d Q u e e n s t o w e r . 
O n the i r w a y t hey d i d , h o w e v e r , d r o p 
a rucksack ful l o f co i n s t a k e n f r o m the 
JCR. 

The lady i n v o l v e d in Ihe i n c i den t 
w a s p h y s i c a l l y u n h a r m e d , bu t w a s 
d e s c r i b e d as " e x t r e m e l y s h a k e n a n d 
d i s t ressed" by Ch i e f Security Of f i ce r Ken 
We i r . She has s i nce t aken an e x t e n d e d 
a m o u n t o f s ick l eave to recove r f r o m 
the o r d e a l . 

D e s c r i p t i o n s o f t h e two m e n have 
b e e n c i r cu l a t ed a r o u n d the c o l l e g e ; 

T h e first s u s p e c t is d e s c r i b e d as 
poss ib l y A rab i c , w i t h a l o n g sk inny f a c e 

a n d l o n g nose . H e has shou lde r l ength , 
b lack, g reasy hair a n d is a b o u l 5 10", 
w i th a s l im b u i l d . Me w a s w e a r i n g a 
l o n g k n e e l e n g t h b lack l ea ther coat , a 
b lack j u m p e r , b lack t rouse r s a n d b lack 
t ra iners . 

The s e c o n d s u s p e c t is w h i t e , w i t h 
a r o u n d c h u b b y f a c e a n d is a b o u t 5'8" 
in he igh t , l i e w a s w e a r i n g a red a n d 
w h i t e ve r t i c a l l y s t r i p e d h a l , a b l a c k 
b o m b e r jacket , b l a ck t rouse r s a n d red 
t ra iners w i th w h i t e s t r ipes . 

A l t h o u g h s o m e f o r e n s i c e v i d e n c e 
has b e e n r e c o v e r e d f r o m t h e s c e n e , 
p o l i c e are e a g e r to talk to a n y o n e w h o 

m a y have m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n . A n y o n e 
w h o w i t n e s s e d t h e i n c i d e n t or w h o 
m a y h a v e i n f o r m a t i o n that c o u l d he lp 
t h e p o l i c e s h o u l d con tac t 

De t e c t i v e I nspec to r H a n t o n (0171 
321 6732) or D e t e c t i v e S e rgean t W i s e ­
m a n (0171 321 6874) . 

Ihe i n c i d e n t is no t b e l i e v e d to be 
re la ted to the the f t s in Beit Ha l l , the 
U n i o n , a n d L lec t r i ca l E n g i n e e r i n g that 
o c c u r r e d in t h e p r e v i o u s w e e k (Felix 
1130). A n inves t iga t ion into t hese thefts 
is stil l o n g o i n g , w i t h Ken We i r c o m ­
m e n t i n g that " the p o l i c e are f o l l o w i n g 
u p f o r e n s i c e v i d e n c e " . H e a l so s ta ted 
that " enqu i r i es are b e c o m i n g m o r e pos ­
i t ive" . 

College Behind Medical Union's Cash Chaos 
By David Roberts C l o s e i n v e s t i g a t i o n o f t h e U n i o n 

accoun ts has s h o w n that the £55 000 
w h i c h has g o n e 'm i s s i ng ' f r o m the M e d 
Schoo l reserves over the last six m o n t h s 
w a s the result o f a se r i e s o f C o l l e g e 
a c c o u n t i n g errors. 

W h e n t h e IC S c h o o l o f M e d i c i n e 
U n i o n ( ICSMSU) a c c o u n t s w e r e c o n ­
ver ted f r o m C o l l e g e to ICU con t ro l last 
July, the reserve a c c o u n t w a s £55 000 in 
credit. Wi thout p rope r a c c o u n t s to c h e c k 
th rough for the p rev ious year it w a s thus 
a s s u m e d that this m o n e y w a s ava i lab le , 
and cou ld be util ised for he l p i ng to estab­
lish the n e w ICSMSU, e q u i p the i r n e w 
of f ice and o v e r c o m e any t e e t h i n g p r o b ­
lems w h i c h a rose . H o w e v e r , as a result 
of a series o f large payments over the last 
te rm this m o n e y has n o w d i s a p p e a r e d 
comple te l y , a n d the reserve a c c o u n t is 
n o w effect ive ly empty . This has led to 
ser ious ques t i ons b e i n g a s k e d o f M e d 
Schoo l Pres ident W a d e G a y e d - a n d w a s 
o n e of the con t r ibu to ry factors b e h i n d 
the ser ies o f r e s igna t ions that p l a g u e d 
the ICSMSU Exec last t e r m . 

A fuller invest igat ion of the accounts , 
however , w o u l d s e e m to have c l ea red 
Mr Gayed o f any respons ib i l i t y for vast 
majority of this expend i tu re . Firstly, n o n e 
of the c l ubs b a s e d at C h a r i n g C ros s 
r e ce i ved a n y f u n d s f r o m C o l l e g e last 

year, t ve ry c lub ran up a debt , whi ls t all 
the m o n e y w h i c h shou ld have g o n e into 
the c lub a c c o u n t s e n d e d up in the M e d 
S c h o o l reserves. Consequen t l y , ICSMSU 
was fo rced to clear this debt - tota l ing £28 

o f wr i t ing the total cost c anno t b e ascer ­
ta ined - a l t h o u g h it is k n o w n to run to 
several t h o u s a n d p o u n d s . Fur thermore , 
the m o n e y ra ised by last year 's Cha r i ng 
Cross rag w a s c r ed i t ed to the reserve 

Wade Is enjoying his new-found 'stress free' existence 

000 - at the start o f the year, ha l v ing the 
reserves over-night. Secondly , a ser ies o f 
u n pa i d bills have c o m e to light, many left 
over f r o m the pe r i od w h e n ICSMSU ran 
the C h a r i n g Cross bar. Invoices con t i nue 
to arrive for beer , s ta f f ing and bar e q u i p ­
m e n t ( i n c lud ing a £1500 cash register 
a n d a £700 ice m a c h i n e ) a n d at the t ime 

accoun t , rather than g i ven to the char i ­
t ies c o n c e r n e d , a n d the £2317 'profit ' 
f r o m the bar at last year's C h a r i n g Cross 
S u m m e r Ball had to be re tu rned to t w o 
o f the o rgan ise rs w h o lost several t h o u ­
sand p o u n d s o n the event . 

O n c e all o f these i tems have b e e n 
a c c o u n t e d for , a p p r o x i m a t e l y £9000 

rema ins , o f w h i c h £6000 w a s spent on 
c o m p u t e r s a n d e q u i p m e n t for the n e w 
o f f i c e in the B M S b u i l d i n g . The f inal 
£3300 w a s lost w h e n the p l a n n e d G rad ­
uat ion Ball w a s cance l l ed on ly a f e w days 
be fo re it w a s d u e to take p lace - a n d is 
thus the on l y part o f the initial £55 000 
w h i c h has actua l ly b e e n 'lost'. 
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Beer Fest Foiled 
Extensive u n i o n effort has all b e e n to n o 
avail as the Beer Fest is still h o m e l e s s a n d 
n o w apparen t l y c a n c e l l e d . D u e to the 
d is rupt ion it w o u l d cause , the even t w a s 
re fused its usua l v e n u e the JCR, a n d has 
b e e n in t r o u b l e ever s ince . U n i o n Pres­
ident Dave Hel lard a t t e m p t e d to sa lvage 
the s i tuat ion , p r o p o s i n g t h e Sou ths i de 
g y m as poss ib l e p r e m i s e s to s t age t h e 
event . 

Un fo r tuna te l y this s u g g e s t i o n has 
b e e n r e f u s e d by c o l l e g e , as it w a s 
assessed to be " i n a p p r o p r i a t e d u e to 
fire regu la t ions to have a bee r fest last­
ing two or three days" a c c o r d i n g to Ch ie f 
Security Of f i ce r Ken Weir . The bee r fest 
has been o rgan i sed for RAG by the RCSU 

By Andrew Ofori 

v ice p res ident for C lubs a n d Ents Bob 
Walker . The H e a d of Ca te r ing a n d C o n ­
f e r e n c e Services, J ohn Foster, supp l i ed a 
w e a l t h o f exp l ana t i ons as to w h y the 
g y m proposa l was a non-starter. Look ing 
past the fact that the v e n u e w a s gross ly 
u n d e r s i z e d , h e exp l a i ned there ex is ted 
"a n u m b e r of sensit ive issues c o n c e r n i n g 
[Southside's] ne i ghbou r s " , for instance a 
late n ight event c a u s i n g late n ight dis­
turbances cou ld jeopard ise IC's prospects 
for b u i l d i n g d e v e l o p m e n t s in that a rea . 
Fur thermore the festival requires an occa ­
s iona l l i cence f r o m a jus t i ces c o m m i t t e e 

that on l y m e e t at certa in t i m e s in the 
year; e v e n if the app l i ca t i on w a s m a d e 
o n t i m e the re w o u l d b e n o g u a r a n t e e o f 
approva l . 

M r Foster felt the fate o f the beer 
fest is n o w in the hands o f the un ion a n d 
w a s o f the o p i n i o n the even t w a s "Post ­
p o n e d rather than c a n c e l l e d " ; h e s u g ­
g e s t e d DB 's or Olady 's at St. Mary ' s as 
p o s s i b l e a l t e rna t i ves . V a r i o u s u n i o n 
m e m b e r s v i e w the latest d e v e l o p m e n t s 
as the end of this year's beer fest; "It's just 
a s h a m e , that 's a l l " c o m m e n t e d t h e 
de j ec t ed W i l l i am Bent ley VP (F inance) . 
Sarah C o b u r n , RAG Chair , m i r r o r e d h is 
d i s a p p o i n t m e n t , c o m m e n t i n g "I'm not 
i m p r e s s e d " . 
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Tres Cher, Chez Harrods CCUs In Trouble 
By Helena Cocheme 

A c c o r d i n g to the adve r t i s emen t , 'There 
is on ly O N E sale ' . The a n n u a l o p e n i n g 
of the Chr i s tmas sa le at Ha r rods , w h i c h 
clocks up on average a p h e n o m e n a l mi l ­
l ion p o u n d s per hour , is a d i s t i n g u i s h e d 
ritual. It s e e m e d as if the c r o w d started 
ga the r ing at d a w n o n W e d n e s d a y 6 Jan­
uary, b e c a u s e by half past e igh t in the 
m o r n i n g , t h e p a v e m e n t w a s p a c k e d . 
Eager s h o p p e r s a n d d e d i c a t e d ce lebr i ty 
watchers jost led to c la im a pr ime vantage 
po int by the en t r ance . 

star h ad b e e n e x p e c t e d to c o n d u c t t h e 
c e r e m o n y last year, but she pu l l ed out 
u n e x p e c t e d l y after the dea th o f her ex-
h u s b a n d Sonny . 

Cher w a s g ree ted by M o h a m m e d Al 
Fayed, w h o gave her the cus tomary f loor 
by f loor tour o f the d e p a r t m e n t store, 
whi ls t her latest s ing le 'Bel ieve' , w h i c h 
t o p p e d t h e 1998 char ts , b o o m e d o n 
every loudspeaker . In a sensat iona l pub ­
licity s tunt , the en te r t a ine r w a s b o m ­
ba rded by ques t i ons (she apparent ly ate 
n o t h i n g for breakfast a c c o r d i n g to her 
r e s p o n s e to o n e e x u b e r a n t repor ter ) 

The h o n o u r o f i n a u g u r a t i o n res ted 
in the c ap ab l e h a n d s o f Osca r-w inn ing 
diva Cher, w h o s e arrival c o i n c i d e d s o m e ­
what i ronica l ly w i th a brass b a n d r end i ­
t i on o f ' W h e n I'm Sixty-Four' by t h e 
Beatles (to b e fair, she 's on l y 531). The 
p rocess ion w a s r o u n d e d of f w i th p o m p 
and c i r cums tance by horse-drawn car­
riages and a trio of bagpipers . The super-

Al Fayed 'Cher 's a moment with the star 

a n d h o u n d e d m e r c i l e s s l y by the 
paparazz i . She p o s e d bes ide brass door ­
k n o b s , a d m i r e d a l i n e n d i sp l ay a n d 
grasped a ch i na plate, by w h i c h t ime she 
w a s ex t reme ly irritated w i th the persis­
tent m e d i a a t ten t ion , e x h a u s t e d f r om 
t o t t e r i n g a r o u n d in her h i g h hee l s , 
b l i n d e d by g la r ing f lashl ights a n d p rob ­
ab ly qu i te peck i sh . 

By David Roberts 

ICU Pres ident Dave Hel lard has c o m e 
under attack in his attempt to re-organise 
the Const i tuent Co l l ege Un ions . Senior 
sources in all four Un ions have spoken out 
against what they see as an attempt to 
unde rm ine their "identity and substance" . 
S o m e have even seen this as a first m o v e 
in an attempt to comple te ly d i sband the 
CCUs . 

M r Hellard first out l ined his plans to 
m o v e most C C U c lubs into direct ICU c o n ­
trol at the December meet ing of ICU C o u n ­
cil, since w h e n the stormclouds have slowly 
gathered and oppos i t ion to any perc ieved 
attack on the power of the Const i tuent 
Un ions has mob i l i sed . However , as M r 
Hellard has been on hol iday for the last 
four weeks , he has b e e n unab le to react 
to this criticism, or comment in his defence. 

The most vocal oppos i t ion to M r Hel ­
lard has c o m e f rom Royal School of M i n e s 
President Alistair I-ox, w h o has written a 
point for point re-buffal o f Mr Hellard's 
proposals, wh i ch he bel ieves "had no fac­
tual basis other than what w o u l d appear 
to be genera l s w e e p i n g innuendos " . H e 
also feels that s o m e of the c o m m e n t s M r 
Hellard made in Felix at the end of last term 
"suggest that the C C U Presidents are p e o ­
ple of substantially lower character w h o 
cannot be rel ied u p o n " - and is unsurpris­
ingly a n n o y e d by this attitude. He c o n ­
c ludes that " the under ly ing reason for the 
suggested change . . . is the abolit ion of the 
CCUs themse lves" . 

In the other CCUs , oppos i t ion to M r 
Hellard's proposals also face stiff (if less 
vocal) resistance. Will Bentley, Royal Col lege 
of Science Un ion Vice-President, expressed 

his conce rn wi th the m e t h o d s M r Hellard 
p l anned to use; "If the clubs we re to be 
given the cho i c e o f whe the r or not to 
m o v e I w o u l d be in favour of the proposal, 
but forc ing t h e m to move is clearly wrong" . 
Senior f igures in the M e d School and City 
and Gui lds U n i o n s have also p l edged to 
o p p o s e the s c h e m e . 

The real q u e s t i o n , howeve r , is still 
over M r Hellard's long-term intentions, but 
wi th Mr Hcl lard d u e back f rom holiday 
today, and a m e e t i n g of ICU Counc i l due 
to take p lace t o m o r r o w night, his true 
mot ives shou ld s o o n b e c o m e apparent. 

The Week Ahead 
Monday 

Games Meeting 12.30pm 
Film Meeting 1pm 
News Meeting 1.30pm 

Tuesday 
News Meeting 12pm 

Wednesday 
News Meeting 2pm 

Friday 
Arts Meeting 
Music Meeting 

12pm 
1.30pm 

Felix, Beit Quad , Prince Consort Road, London SW7 2BB Internal tel; 58072 Internal fax: 48072 External tel & fax: 0171 594 8072 URL: www.su.lc.ac.uk/Fellx E-mall: felix@ic.ac.uk 
Printed at M C P Litho Limited, Units B2 & B3, Hatton Square, 16 - 16a Baldwins Gardens, London EC1N 7RJ Telix is a registered newspaper : ISSN 1040 - 0711 

Felix is p roduced for and on behalf of Imperial Col lege Un ion Publication Board. Copyright © Telix 1998. Photographic copyrights remain with photographers. 

http://www.su.lc.ac.uk/Fellx
mailto:felix@ic.ac.uk


11 January 1999 News 3 

In brief... Union Licensed as London's Largest 
The Prof Who Loved Me 

An IC Physicist has b e e n a secret service 
agent of his o w n to Britain's m o s t n o t o ­
rious spy. The maker 's of the n e w B o n d 
f i lm, T h e Wor ld Is Not E n o u g h ' , have 
h i red the a c a d e m i c , w h o ins is ted o n 
anonymity, to prov ide deta i led w e a p o n s 
advice for the p roduc t i on . The f i lm star­
r ing P ie rce B r o s n a n is d u e to b e 
re leased this N o v e m b e r , w h e n the g e n ­
eral pub l i c wi l l see if t h e physic ist w a s 
wor th his £900-a-day f ee . 

Bike Branding Back 

There wi l l b e ano the r c h a n c e for m e m ­
bers o f the co l l ege to get their p o s t c o d e 
i m p r i n t e d o n the i r b i c y c l e s f r ee o f 
cha rge this t e rm . Bike c o d i n g wi l l t ake 
p l a ce b e t w e e n 1 0 a m a n d 4 p m o n 
Wednesday 20 a n d Thursday 21 January, 
and b e t w e e n 10am a n d 3 p m o n Friday 
22 January. As with last te rm, c o d i n g wil l 
take p lace in t h e m a i n Sher f i e ld foyer 
( level 1). Secur i ty have a s k e d a n y o n e 
w h o wan ts to get their b ike c o d e d to 
arr ive ear ly in the day, t o a v o i d t h e 
q u e u e s that w e r e present in t h e after­
n o o n last t e rm . 

Imper ia l C o l l e g e U n i o n has f inal ly b e e n 
g r a n t e d a n e w p u b l i c e n t e r t a i n m e n t s 
l i c e n c e . The n e w l i c e n c e a l l o w s t h e 
U n i o n t o t a k e a d v a n t a g e o f t h e 
i n c r e a s e d capac i t y a f f o r d e d by t h e dBs 
e x t e n s i o n , c o m p l e t e d in S e p t e m b e r 
1998, a n d w i l l resul t in less s t u d e n t s 
b e i n g t u r n e d a w a y at t h e d o o r o n 
W e d n e s d a y a n d Fr iday n i gh t s . 

O r i g i n a l l y t h e U n i o n h a d h o p e d 
tha t t h e n e w l i c e n c e w o u l d b e 
a p p r o v e d by C h e l s e a a n d W e s t m i n s t e r 
C o u n c i l in t i m e for the start o f the n e w 
a c a d e m i c year . A s u c c e s s i o n o f p r o b ­
l e m s c o n c e r n i n g t h e e x a c t t y p e o f 
l i c e n c e n e e d e d for t h e v e n u e , h o w ­
ever , d e l a y e d p r o c e e d i n g s a n d m e a n t 
that the U n i o n had to ope ra t e at its pre ­
v i o u s c a p a c i t y o f 700 for a l l o f t h e 
A u t u m n t e r m . T h e U n i o n ' s Ents a n d 
M a r k e t i n g M a n a g e r c o m m e n t e d that it 
w a s "very f r u s t r a t i n g " , e s p e c i a l l y as 
t he r e w a s on l y o n e Friday n ight all t e rm 
w h i c h d i d n ' t se l l ou t , a n d p e o p l e h a d 
to b e t u r n e d a w a y w e e k af ter w e e k . 

T h e n e w l i c e n c e w a s g r a n t e d o n 
t h e f ina l Fr iday o f t e r m , 18 D e c e m b e r , 
j u s t in t i m e fo r t h e c a r n i v a l . Th i s 
a l l o w e d 200 ex t ra ca rn iva l t i cke ts to b e 
s o l d o n t h e Fr iday, a n d in t h e e n d t h e 

By Ed Sexton 

U n i o n f i l led its n e w 1250 capac i t y . The 
c a p a c i t y fo r W e d n e s d a y a n d F r iday 

Photo:Ed DBs -licensed to thrill 

n igh t s is n o w 900 - 200 m o r e t han in 
p r e v i o u s years . The Ents a n d M a r k e t ­
i n g M a n a g e r h o p e d that t h e i n c r e a s e d 
s p a c e w o u l d e n c o u r a g e m o r e p e o p l e 

to c o m e to t h e U n i o n th is t e r m ; "it's 
b e e n a pa in for us.. . w e k n o w w e ' v e 
b e e n t u r n i n g p e o p l e away . T h e p r o b ­
l e m w a s w e w e r e m i s i n f o r m e d . " Impe­
rial C o l l e g e U n i o n is n o w t h e b igges t 
s t u d e n t u n i o n v e n u e in cen t r a l Lon ­
d o n , w i th a g rea te r capac i t y than Kings ' 
a n d UCL ' s u n i o n s . 

It s e e m s l ikely , h o w e v e r , that the 
bar wi l l c o n t i n u e to c lose at 1am on car­
n i va l n i g h t s . In p r e v i o u s y e a r s t h e 
U n i o n h a d to a p p l y fo r a s e p a r a t e 
l i c e n c e for e a c h e v e n t , i n c l u d i n g 
W e d n e s d a y s a n d F r idays , w h i c h 
a l l o w e d o c c a s i o n a l late bar l i c e n c e s 
unt i l 2 a m . T h e U n i o n n o w has a p u b ­
lic e n t e r t a i n m e n t s l i c e n c e , w h i c h guar ­
a n t e e s W e d n e s d a y a n d F r iday n igh t 
bar e x t e n s i o n s (unt i l 1 2 a m a n d 1am 
respect i ve ly ) , but w h i c h d o e s not a l l ow 
fur ther e x t e n s i o n s o n carniva l n ights . A 
later l i c e n c e w a s o p p o s e d by loca l res­
i d e n t g r o u p s a n d o t h e r i n f l u e n t i a l 
m e m b e r s o f t h e c o u n c i l . G i v e n that 
t h e U n i o n is in the hear t o f a r e s i d e n ­
t ial a r e a , t h e g u a r a n t e e d bar e x t e n ­
s i o n s a n d i n c r e a s e d c apac i t y ICU n o w 
has a re i n d e e d a w e l c o m e t r i u m p h for 
U n i o n staff. N o w it's up to the s tudents 
to m a k e u s e o f t h e m . 

STAFF REQUIRED 
W E A R E L O O K I N G F O R N E W 

S T A F F T O W O R K IN T H E ICU S H O P 
O N S H E R F I E L D W A L K W A Y 

THE JOB IS IDEAL FOR POSTGRADS. 
H O E X P E R I E H C E H E C E S S A R Y . 

C O N T A C T T H E S H O P O N aBOTS 
O R C A L L I N A N D A S K F O R D E T A I L S 
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Hello, Good Morning, and 

Welcome Back 

As y o u enter your first l ec ture o f th is 
p remi l l cn ia l year, c l u t ch i ng this s o m e ­
what s l im issue o f Felix, I h o p e y o u have 
f o n d m e m o r i e s o f the Chr i s tmas break, 
and f ew m e m o r i e s o f the N e w Year. A 
particularly w a r m w e l c o m e g o e s to any ­
o n e w h o con t r i bu t ed t o Felix last te rm. . . 
you k n o w w h e r e to c o m e w h e n revi ­
s ion gets o n t o p o f y o u . S p e a k i n g o f 
w h i c h , if y o u have t h o u g h t o f cont r ibut ­
ing to Felix but just haven ' t got a r o u n d 
to it, now ' s the t ime! Exams can be a dis­
rupt i ve i n f l u e n c e o n al l c l u b s in t h e 
Spr ing te rm, and Felix is n o excep t i on ; s o 

p l ea se , if y o u a ren ' t w a d i n g t h r o u g h 
t h e r m o d y n a m i c s p o p by the of f i ce for a 
c o f f e e a n d wr i te s o m e t h i n g . 

Equal Ops - the New Sexism? 

The ' W o m e n in Sc i ence ' article (page 8) 
has started m e th ink ing . W h y s h o u l d 
w o m e n e n t e r s c i e n c e ? The bas i c 
a s s u m p t i o n b e i n g m a d e in all the a r g u ­
m e n t s is that w o m e n arc just as su i ted 
to s c i e n c e as m e n . It m a y be un fash ­
i onab l e to ques t i on this a s sumpt i on , but 
I w e a r a n O x f a m jacket , s o ques t i on it I 
sha l l ; w o m e n d o th ink d i f ferent ly (not 
better , not worse ) than m e n . If it is t rue 
that there a re s o m e skills that s h o w a 

gende r bias, are w e right to expect equa l 
oppor tun i t i e s , w h i c h o f t en translates as 
50:50 ratios? 

M o r e in te res t ing l y , if w o m e n d o 
possess dif ferent menta l abil it ies to m e n , 
it s e e m s to m e l h a l the c ause o f 'West­
e rn ' sex i sm is clear. O u r soc ie ty unde r ­
va lues t h o s e skills p o s s e s s e d most l y by 
w o m e n , a n d thus d i sc r im ina tes aga inst 
w o m e n in g e n e r a l . Rather t han pre ­
t e n d i n g that there are n o (menta l ) dif­
f e r ences b e t w e e n the sexes , a n d h i d i n g 
t h e m u n d e r the 'Equal O p p o r t u n i t i e s ' 
banner , w o u l d n ' t it be better if w e c o n ­
cen t ra ted o n c h a n g i n g our soc iety 's va l ­
u e s ins tead? C o m m e n t s a n d 
const ruc t i ve cr i t ic ism w e l c o m e . 

-Ed 

£15 EDO RAM for IBM 

Thinkpads 

Get a 2nd h a n d 16MB Kingston EDO 
R A M (K IM760ELD/16) for only 

£ 1 5 ! 

It's d e s i g n e d for I BM 760s, 765s, 560s, 
535s, 385s, 380s, 365s, ELDs Thinkpads!| 

If interested, please con 

tact Patrick Lam at 

memoryupgrade@altavista.net 

Sinfonia 21 Resident at IC presents a concert 
Friday 29 January 1999, 7.30pm In the Great Hall 

C o n d u c t o r • S te fan Asbu r y 

Britten - P re lude a n d F u g u e 
Jonathan Harvey - F rom S i l ence 
Charles Ives-Three Places in N e w England 

S o p r a n o - Rosemary Hardy 

Julian A n d e r s o n - Poetry Nea r ing Si lence 
Shos takov i ch - C h a m b e r S y m p h o n y 

(arr. Barshai) 

B o o k i n g a n d i n f o r m a t i o n l ine o p e n f r o m 29th D e c e m b e r 0171 594 9359 
£10/ ( c o n c e s s i o n s E4) 

Imperial C o l l e g e S tudent Price £3 (S tudent n u m b e r mus t be supp l i ed ) 

PRIZE DRAW FOR FREE 
RENT! 

c o m i n g later this t e rm, w a l c h this 
space , by the w a y 

Did your intercollegiate hall have 
meal times you couldn't attend? 

Did anything to do with your hall stop 
you practising your religion? 

If your answe r is yes to e i ther o f 
these , d o s o m e t h i n g a b o u t it - call 

Tasha o n 

0958 707 415 

Room to Rent in 3 
Bedroom Flat: £70 pw. 
Spac i ous r o o m to let (female only) in 

3-bedroom flat w i th 2 o ther f e m a l e 
c l in ica l s tuden ts 

Lovely flat, w a s h i n g m a c h i n e , TV, 
v i d e o , 5 m l n s f r om 

C h a r i n g Cross Hosp i ta l 

£70 pw + bills. 

P lease call 
0171 385 1472 

or 
0956 228 303 
for m o r e in fo . 

AEROBICS SCHEDULE 
Day Time Level Description 

Monday 12:30 
5:30 
6:30 

General 
Begllnt 
Intermediate 

Circuit Training 
Body Sculpt 
Aerobics 

Tuesday 5:30 Intermediate Aerobics 

Wednesday 1:00 
5:30 

Begllnt 
Intermediate 

Body Sculpt 
STEP 

Thursday 5:30 Intermediate Aerobics 

Friday 5:30 IntlAdv Aerobics 

Sunday 2:00 Intermediate STEP 

SpeciafOffer! 

Half Price 
Membership 

14 
16 

IC Students 
IC Staff/Other Students 

Only Valid for 2 'Weeks. 

(Offer ends 25th J a n '99) 

Kensington Gardens Hyde Park 
Kensington Gore 

a , 

imperiai Coilege 

Science L 

Museum 

Prince's 
Gardens 

Scjbthside 

Class Prices 
Members & .25 

Non Members £2.00 

Professional I n s t r u c t o r s 

at Student P r i c e s ! ! 

A l l C l a s s e s a n * h e l d 

a t S O U T H S I D E G Y M 

T o j o i n i n , j u s t t u r n u p 

f o r a n y c l a s s ! 

C L A S S E S H E L D H E R E 

mailto:memoryupgrade@altavista.net


Looking for a career that will suit you? 
Careers Presentation, The Rembrandt Hotel, Wednesday 20 January 1999 at 6pm 

If you want a lively and challenging 
career that will fulfil your potential 
while keeping your options open, 
Andersen Consulting can offer you an 
unparalleled range of innovative and 
flexible career opportunities. Imagine 
what you could accomplish at one of 
the world's leading management and 
technology consulting organisations. 

Our clients recognise that Andersen 
Consulting offers the unique ability to 
align strategy with people, processes 
and technology - an approach that 
transforms visionary ideas into 

successful working realities. You'd 
team with some of the most successful 
organisations - those seeking 
sustainable profound change, 
exploring new markets, leading their 
industries and creating their futures. 

Come to our presentation at 
The Rembrandt Hotel, Wednesday 
20 January at 6pm, when we'll tell 
you more about the dynamic, 
challenging opportunities at Andersen 
Consulting. You can ask questions and 
have an informal chat with some of 
our people, from analysts to partners, 

over drinks and a buffet supper. 
If you wish to attend, please send 

an e-mail to libby.kennedy@ac.com 
to register. We'll be conducting 
interviews on the following day, so if 
you would like to be considered, 
please submit an application form a 
week in advance to The Graduate 
Recruiting Department. We will 
contact you if your application is 
successful. To obtain an application 
form, please visit your Careers Service 
or call our recruiting helpline free on 
0500 100189. 

ZjC Andersen / V Consulting 

mailto:libby.kennedy@ac.com
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Right Angles To Reality 
Shampoo 

Use sepa ra te s h a m p o o a n d c o n ­
d i t ioner? Take t w o bot t les into 
the showe r ? - we l l , surpr is ing ly , 

the a n s w e r s e e m s n o w to b e yes . In t h e 
mos t s h o c k i n g split s i n c e S o n n y a n d 
Cher w e n t the i r separa te ways , t h e boys 
at Vidal S a s soon - w h o on l y a f e w years 
a g o w e r e s p e n d i n g m i l l i ons o f p o u n d s 
exto l l ing the v i r tues o f t h e dua l a c t i on 
s h o w e r i n g e x p e r i e n c e to t h e po in t o f 
q u e s t i o n i n g the m e n t a l we l l -be ing a n d 
sexual p r o w e s s o f t h o s e m e m b e r s o f 
t h e c o m m u n i t y w h o h a d b e e n i rre­
spons ib l e e n o u g h to opt ou t o f this , t h e 
p e r s o n a l h y g i e n e h a p p e n i n g o f t h e 
d e c a d e - have d i s c o v e r e d that m i x i n g 
s h a m p o o a n d c o n d i t i o n e r in o n e bot t l e 
is abou t as w i s e as p u t t i n g m a l e a n d 
f e m a l e gerb i l s in the s a m e c a g e . I c an 
clearly r e m e m b e r the first e m e r g e n c e o f 
the p roduc ts in q u e s t i o n in to t h e p u b l i c 
d o m a i n a n d I still bea r the m e n t a l scars 
that resu l ted f r o m m y fa ther ' s re fusa l to 
a l l ow his fami ly to e x p e r i m e n t w i th "that 
ove rpr i ced m i x e d t o g e t h e r r ubb i sh " . 

For t h o s e o f y o u w h o g r e w to adu l t ­
h o o d in th is m o b i l e - p h o n i n g , internet-
b rows ing , Eurostar-riding d e c a d e that is 
the 90 's , a n d 
w h o s e cul tura l va l ­
ues w e r e the re fo re 
g a i n e d f r o m C h a n ­
ne l 5 m a g a z i n e 
p r o g r a m m e s abou t 
s n o w b o a r d i n g pre ­
s en ted by midd le-
c l a s s 
twenty-someth ings 
in b a g g y t r o u s e r s 
and baseba l l caps 
w o r n back-to-front, 
rather than by w a t c h i n g Roy N o r t h a n d 
Basil Brush; it is imposs i b l e to app rec i a t e 
the socia l s t i g m a that o n e b r o u g h t o n 
onese l f back t h e n by c o n t i n u i n g to t ake 
t w o bott les into the s h o w e r . As a vu l ­
ne rab le a n d sens i t i ve t e e n a g e r I w a s 
painfu l ly a w a r e o f the terr ib le risk I w a s 
r u n n i n g a n d t r ied for w e e k s to d i s g u i s e 
my lack o f a u fa i tness w i th this r e vo lu ­
t i ona ry ha i r w a s h i n g e x p e r i e n c e . I 
learned to bluff m y way t h r o u g h intricate 
d iscuss ions o f the m a n y d i f fe rent p r epa ­
rat ions ava i l ab le a n d thei r relat ive mer ­
its a n d demer i t s , all t h e t i m e l i v ing in 
A n n e F r a n k e s q u e fear that m y gu i l t y 
secret w o u l d s o m e h o w c o m e to t h e 
k n o w l e d g e o f m y p e e r s . C l a s s m a t e s 
w o u l d end l e s s l y a r g u e over hair t ypes 
a n d w h e t h e r t hey w e r e N o r m a l , G r easy 
or Flyaway. The c o m m o n c o n s e n s u s w a s 
that I was Dul l a n d Lifeless - but that w a s 
probab ly m o r e a r e f e r ence to that d is ­
appo in t i ng e p i s o d e w i th Trudi Wa l lace in 
the cr icket pav i l i on w h e r e I c o m p l e t e l y 

"...it is impossible 
to appreciate the social 

st igma brought by 
continuing to take two 

bottles into the 
shower..." 

f a i l ed to b o w l a m a i d e n 
over . 

I m a n a g e d to k e e p 
up the pre tence of unde r s t and ing up for 
a lmos t a fo r tn ight , but, in the w o r d s of 
m y h e r o H e r c u l e Po i rot - t h e m o s t 
f a m o u s Be lg i an s i nce Merge i n t r o d u c e d 
Tin-Tin to an expectant 
w o r l d - z e truse 'as the 
'abit o f m e k k i n g itself 
k n e r n . O n a r ou t i ne 
s h o p p i n g trip w i th m y 
m o t h e r at G a t e w a y 
o n e w e e k e n d , I acc i ­
denta l ly b u m p e d in to 
a c l a s s m a t e w h o ' d 
b e g u n a Saturday j o b the re as a first-
three-biscuits-in-the-pack-breaker, a n d 
w h e n h e s p o t t e d t h e bo t t l e o f V 0 5 
s h a m p o o in m y mothe r ' s trol ley I k n e w 
that it w a s G a m e Over . By M o n d a y , it 
w a s all r o u n d the c l o a k r o o m and my 
credib i l i ty never r e cove red . Even Trudi 
W a l l a c e d e s e r t e d m e a n d s h e neve r 
o f f e r ed to w h i p m y bails o f f aga in . Even­
tually however , the b r o u h a h a over "Wash 
a n d G o " s u b s i d e d a n d I w a s rehab i l i ­
t a t ed , on l y to b e sent back to the G u l a g 

w h e n t h e c o m -
b i n e d - w a s h i n g -
p o w d e r - a n d -
f a b r i c - s o f t e n e r 
c r a z e hit ou r 
s c h o o l , a n d s o m e ­
o n e let o n that m y 
m o t h e r on l y u s e d 
Dreft. 

But w i t h the 
bir th o f this n e w 
c o n c e p t - "Wash 
a n d G o " w i t h o u t 

the cond i t i one r , I f ee l a great w e i g h t lift­
i n g f r o m m y s h o u l d e r s . "Solo" - as this 
counte r- revo lu t ionary hair t r ea tment is 
ca l l ed - r ep resen t s the sort of U-turn o f 
w h i c h po l i t i c i ans can on ly d r e a m and is 
m a r k e t e d in a w a y that w o u l d c a u s e 
Peter M a n d e l s o n to s t i f le m o a n s o f 
ecstasy (wh i ch is f ine by m e as l o n g as 
it doesn ' t a f fec t his abil ity to d o his job ) . 
If the i ssue in q u e s t i o n w e r e a pol i t ica l 
po l i cy rather t han a pe rsona l h y g i e n e 
p roduc t , V ida l S a s o o n w o u l d be r i pped 
to sh reds by the m e d i a . Even the y o u t h ­
fu l , foll ically d i sadvan taged leader o f Her 
Majesty ' s O p p o s i t i o n , w h o usual ly dis ­
plays all the pol i t ica l a c u m e n o f a shee t 
o f g r e a s e p r o o f paper , cou ldn ' t fail to 
m a k e pol i t ica l capi ta l out o f such a b la ­
tant tu rna round . O n e can't he lp but w o n ­
der wha t J e remy Paxman w o u l d m a k e o f 
this if h e c o u l d get the h e a d o f the C o n ­
s u m e r B a m b o o z l i n g Depa r tmen t at Vidal 
S a s s o o n in front o f the cameras : 

Paxman: "Yeeesssss . But isn't th is 

Matt Salter 

"Take two bottles 
into the shower? The 
answer would now 
seems to be 'Yes'." 

m o v e a c o m p l e t e reversal 
o f you r ear l ier O n e C o n ­
tainer-Two De te rgen t p o l ­

icy? I m e a n , it's a bit o f a b l o o d y c h e e k 
isn't it?" 

Worried ad-exec " N o , no . No t at al l . 
The central pr inc ip le o f unitary c l e ans i ng 

is still very m u c h there . 
The n a m e itself - "Solo" 
- c lear l y u n d e r l i n e s 
that point. . . . " 

Paxman. " O h 
c o m e o n , Mr . Earnalot, 
sure ly this is a blatant 
a t t e m p t to e n c r o a c h 
o n the c o s m e t i c terr i ­

tory o f your compet i to r s , w h o have l o n g 
ma in t a i ne d that the d is t inc t ion b e t w e e n 
the ro le o f the c l e a n i n g a g e n t o n t h e 
o n e h a n d , a n d the c o n d i t i o n e r o n the 
o ther s h o u l d b e clear ly d e f i n e d . Isn't 
this just a case o f g o o d b y e V ida l - A l o e 
Vera?" 

Earnalot: "I prefer to th ink o f it as 
" N e w Lather - N e w Batht ime" Jeremy. N o 
but ser iously , I'd l ike to e v a d e that ques ­
t i on in t w o ways if I may . Firstly, W e 
have a lways m a i n t a i n e d that in o rde r to 
t ack l e f o l l i c l e 
u n c l e a n l i n e s s y o u 
must have a long-
t e r m s t ra tegy in 
p l a c e that d e a l s 
w i th the root c ause 
o f t h e p r o b l e m . 
Look , t h e latest 
two-wave app roach 
d o e s not d a m a g e 
the very c lose a n d 
impor tan t t ies that 
s h a m p o o a n d c o n ­
dit ioner have wi th each other, it is mere ly 
a m o v e t o w a r d s d e v o l v i n g c l e a n i n g 
p o w e r a n d g i v i n g the two ing red i en t s 
greater a u t o n o m y w i th in the b a t h r o o m 
as a w h o l e . " 

Paxman: "But M r . Larna.." 
Earnalot: "If I might be a l l owed to f in ­

ish. Second ly , there is the q u e s t i o n o f 
c o n s u m e r c h o i c e . B e i ng in m a n u f a c t u r ­
i ng m e a n s that y o u have to be p repa red 
to take t o u g h dec i s i ons , a n d it m a y b e 
that there is a case for l o o k i n g at the 
w h o l e c o n c e p t o f un iversa l sca lp b e n e ­
fit. I have ins t ructed m y t e a m to u n t h i n k 
t h e th inkab le . " 

Paxman: " H o w d o y o u a n s w e r the 
cha rge m a d e by s o m e of your c o m p e t i ­
tors, a n d you ' ve no d o u b t s e e n the ads , 
that this latest a b o u t face marks a d o 
facto return to a m o r e t radi t ional style o f 
ha i r-washing a n d wil l inev i tab ly lead to 
a m o v e back to the use o f o lder , less 
mi ld-act ing sur factants in the p roduc t s 
c o n c e r n e d . A n d the wor r y is that this 

"...I was rehabilitated, 
only to be sent back to 

the Gulag when the 
combined-washing-pow 
der-and-fabric-softener 
craze hit our school..." 

"Back to Caust i cs " c a m p a i g n wi l l l ead to 
an inc rease in t h e n u m b e r o f r epor ted 
i n c i d e n c e s o f split ends , fo l l i c le d a m ­
a g e a n d less e f f i c i en t c l e a n s i n g overa l l . 
It's n o t h i n g m o r e t h a n t w o tier c l e a n i n g 
by t h e b a c k d o o r isn't it?" 

Earnalot: " N o , n o . Let m e m a k e it 
qu i t e c lear . T h e r e is n o threat to the 
qual i ty o f t h e p r o d u c t as a w h o l e a n d to 
s u g g e s t that t he r e is, is s imp l y i r r e spon ­
s i b l e s c a r e m o n g e r i n g . O u r p o s i t i o n 
r e m a i n s as it has a lways b e e n ; the re wi l l 
be n o d r o p in c l e a n s i n g p o w e r - w e are 
t o u g h o n g r i m e , t o u g h o n the causes of 
g r i m e . 

Paxman: "Do y o u env i s age a t ime 
w h e n t h e t w o c o n s t i t u e n t s m i g h t be 
reun i ted? " 

Earnalot: "If s u c h a m o v e occurs , 
a n d it's a b i g if, I th ink that it's s o m e way 
off. A l t h o u g h w e are not o p p o s e d to the 
i d e a o f a r eun i f i c a t i on in p r inc ip l e , w e 
f e e l that t h e cu r r en t s i t u a t i o n - w i th 
s h a m p o o a n d c o n d i t i o n e r w o r k i n g in 
c lose pa r tne r sh ip , w i th t h e he lp o f the 
l e m o n s h o w e r ge ls - is right for our c o m ­
pany. W e w o u l d on l y m o v e into a S ingle 
C o m b i n a t i o n w h e n it w a s right a n d pru ­

den t to d o so. " 
Paxman-. "So 

rather t han "Wash 
a n d Go " , it's m o r e 
a case o f "Wait and 
See". M r . Earnalot-
t h a n k y o u . We l l , 
the first ed i t i ons of 
s o m e o f the m o r n ­
i ng pape r s a re in 
a n d " 

Or s o m e t h i n g 
o f t h e sort. H o w ­

ever, the m a r k e t i n g boys are rarely sub ­
j ec ted to the s a m e kind of scrutiny as our 
e l e c t e d r ep resen ta t i v es . If t hey we re , 
t hey m i g h t ha ve b e e n p u s h e d rather 
harder to exp la in the p rocess w h e r e b y 
u s i n g Flash o n you r f i l thy k i t chen f loor 
not on l y results in you r l ino c o m i n g up 
s p a r k l i n g c l e an but a l so l eads t o the 
w h o l e r o o m b e i n g r e d e c o r a t e d a n d f lo ­
ral cur ta ins b e i n g h u n g at the w i n d o w s . 
S imi la r l y , p e r h a p s Ko tex w o u l d have 
b e e n ca l l ed to a c c o u n t for w h y m e n ­
s t rua t ing w o m e n s u d d e n l y get the u rge 
to w e a r w h i t e t rouse rs a n d run a l o n g a 
b e a c h w i th l o n g , l o p i n g str ides b e i n g 
pu l l ed a l o n g by t w o G o l d e n Retr ievers. 
In the f ace o f s u c h re lent less inves t iga ­
t i on , V ida l S a s o o n m i g h t e v e n be f o r c e d 
to exp la in w h y the inst ruct ions on an 
or ig inal bott le o f no-fuss, one-stop "Wash 
a n d G o " a d v i s e d y o u to app ly the p r o d ­
uct t o "wet hair a n d w o r k up in to a 
lather" t h e n r inse a n d t h e n "repeat as 
necessary . " 
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Thought for the Day 
Absent Friends 

I can categorically state, deep from the 
I vaults of my not inconsiderable per-

sonal experience, that the Christmas 
term always goes badly. I once read 
somewhere (and do you know, I think it 
was in Felix) that Siberians frequently 
suffer depression brought on by... dark­
ness. Once those clocks go back, there's 
no escape; we are condemned to spend 
months attempting to thrive on eight 
hours of daylight, paling and decaying 
like etiolated plants. When it gets dark, 
people get anxious, lonely and down­
right fed up; and when people get fed 
up, people split up. It's almost like the 'flu 
going round. 

Despite having been single since... 
bear with me (rustle of paper) - ah yes; 
February 1772,1 was still affected by this 
Christmas madness. The only reason I 
managed to get out of bed at all in the 
last few weeks of term was to make the 
longest obscenity I could out of the 
Countdown letters games. I didn't even 
need to get up to watch the cricket: hot 
chocolate, nice warm bed, Radio Four. 

It also seems that I was not the only 

one who was far from rel­
ishing going back home 
for Christmas. A propor­
tion of freshers are no doubt wondering 
who took all their interesting school-
friends away and replaced them with a 
bunch of selfish, immature. Northern 
degenerates. (Hey, don't worry. I'm sure 
they all feel the same way about you.) A 
self-indulgent orgy of complaints cas­
caded against my poor, influenza-
stretched eardrums: "I don't want to go 
home for Christmas. I'll have to sit and 
laugh at Aunt Hattie's jokes, and all the 
time I'll be dying for a reefer." Hmm. 
Scrooge never thought of that one. 

I bit the bullet eventually, of course, 
as did everyone else, as the population 
of IC disgorged itself all over the UK, and 
beyond. Things were no better on the 
motorway; the middle lane, as usual, 
was full of idiots doing sixty. Sixty? In the 
middle lane? Sitting in the back seat, it 
was hard to express my disgust without 
resorting to colourful language. These 
people possess cars with 1.2 litre 
engines, listen to Tina Turner, like their 

steaks done medium. 
All Campbell drink shandy and, a 

decade ago, would doubt­
less have been voting SDP. 

Despite the black ice, gale force 
winds and poor lane selection, I got back 
to Liverpool eventually. Chip shops were 
40% cheaper, and didn't serve soggy 
chips; haircuts cost £3.70; the 86 bus still 
went the same way as it always has, 
costing a measly 60p for students, and 
the beer was seriously cheap. 

It's Christmas Eve. While it's likely to 
be freezing in metrocentric London, I've 
come to the pub in just a t-shirt. It's 9:30 
p.m.. and the place is simply packed 
with people I used to know. Well, that's 
not exactly true, but I'm hoping someone 
might turn up later. And turn up they do. 
In no particular order: some drunken 
lads (mates from times long gone); three 
girls from school who utterly failed to 
recognise me for ages; the guy I used to 
sit next to in English, who once again had 
me giggling nervously behind my text­
book (actually, it was a pint), somebody's 
once-sweet little brother who is now 18, 

has a skinhead, and smokes like a bas­
tard; and three of my best friends from 
halcyon days, one of whom is now at IC. 
(All right, Dave?!) And suddenly, it hits 
me: this is what it's all about. My Christ­
mas shopping is done, tomorrow is 
Christmas Day; and I'm back in the local 
with the best of friends. The everyday 
tribulations of dirty, polluted London are 
irrelevant. There's a bunch of people 
playing on a giant Connect Four board, 
and frankly, I can't contain a giant sigh 
of relief. 

(Enter moral of story, stage left, 
clutching stomach.) It's not surprising 
everyone's a bit disgruntled at this time 
of year; life gets so boring if you let it. 
London alone contains six million odd 
inhabitants; how many of them do you 
know? There's a whole world out there; 
opportunities, experiences, people to be 
met. Don't come complaining to me if 
you spent the whole year stuck in your 
bedroom. 

Television Renaissance 
What's going on at 

STOIC? 
STOIC is the ICU television society, and 
we are based in a Studio Complex on the 
top floor of the Union Building. We 
have everything here to produce live 
and edited television programmes. Catch 
us in the JCR and around the Union Build­
ing. 

^ Schedule ^ 
Tuesday 
ICyou 
The show all about ICU's many clubs 
and societies. 

Thursday 
STOIC live 
Our eclectic, lively magazine pro­
gramme, where we show you all the 
stuff we couldn't fit in anywhere else. 

Friday 
Something for the weekend 
All that's happening in London this 
weekend. Nightbus not included. 

Over the holidays 
we have gutted the 
place, integrating the 
latest in digital editing 
and mixing technology. 
Shuffling everything 
around has also given 
us much more space 
to sit about and talk -
occasionally even 
about programmes. 

Last term was the 
first time in two years 
that STOIC produced 
regular programming, 
broadcasting two lively 
shows each week. Building up the 
schedule after such a lengthy period of 
inactivity has not been easy, but our 
shows are now quite good - even if we 
do say so ourselves. This term we intend 
to produce three live programmes a 
week and supplement our output with 
short, recorded films. When we're not 
showing live or recorded programmes 
there will be our continuous text ser­
vice, letting you know what's happening 
around college. 

In the past significant effort was 
needed to maintain professional video 
equipment and an eager team of boffins 

stoic 

worked round the clock 
to keep STOIC up and 
running. This effort is 
no longer required, with 
reliable equipment 
available at high street 
prices. 

This year we have 
re-aligned STOIC, with 
less emphasis on tech­
nical wizardry, and 
more opportunities to 
learn how to make TV. 
Opportunities for peo­
ple like you. We 
promise not to baffle 

you with cries of XLR's, redheads and 
Umats - instead we'll help you to make 
great television which, secretly, haven't 
we all wanted to do? Don't let all the 
stairs put you off, there is a lift, so why 
not pop by at lunchtime or on a Wednes­
day afternoon. Or drop us an email, our 
address is below. 

Email: stolc@lc.ac.uk 

Tel: (0171 59)48104 

What can STOIC do for 
your club or society? 

There's a whole heap of stuff that STOIC 
can do to help publicise ICU societies. 
We'll be in touch with societies soon to 
explain in more detail (via the pigeon 
holes in the resource centre). 

If you let us know about upcoming 
events, we can advertise them on our 
text service. This is a really easy way to get 
your message to people around college, 
without any photocopying and blutac. 

This term we are producing a series 
about clubs and societies, we want to 
provide all clubs with the chance to 
explain what's going on and what they've 
got coming up. Also if you are holding a 
special event, you can talk to us on our 
magazine show - STOIC live. Alterna­
tively, we will help you to produce a 
short video about your club. 

If you are organising a big event, 
STOIC can film it and duplicate tapes for 
sale. We normally only charge for the 
tapes, subject to agreement of a mini­
mum tape order. If there is anything that 
we can do for you, please do get in 
touch. 

mailto:stolc@lc.ac.uk
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Why Should We Even Bother? 
Susannah Humfrey wonders if science has anything to offer the fairer sex 

The g e n d e r ba l ance in s c i e n c e a n d t e c h n o l o g y is 
not ref lect ive o f the p o p u l a t i o n . This is ex t reme ly 
obv ious in this co l l ege . If you ' r e f e m a l e in certa in 

depar tments you can feel a little, we l l , consp i cuous . The 
Co l l ege runs e n d l e s s r ec ru i tment dr ives a i m e d at 6th 
fo rm girls u n d e r the a u s p i c e s o f WISE a n d has started 
to spread its g o s p e l to year 9 girls (the year they c h o o s e 
their GCSEs). It s e e m s to be taken for granted that m o r e 
girls s h o u l d enter s c i ence . The q u e s t i o n of w h y still 
r ema ins . 

A classic example of the folly of positive discrimination 

There are t w o m a i n l ines o f a r g u m e n t over w h y 
increas ing the n u m e r i c a l p r o p o r t i o n o f w o m e n in sc i ­
ence is benef ic ia l . The first is c o n c e r n e d w i th n u m b e r s . 
If y o u e x c l u d e half the p o p u l a t i o n y o u e x c l u d e ha l f o f 
all potent ia l sc ient ists . If the p o o l o f ta lent f r o m w h i c h 
scientists are d r a w n is half w h a t it c o u l d be , the over ­
all qual ity o f the sc ient ists t r a ined is s imi lar ly r e d u c e d . 
There fo re if m o r e w o m e n are e n t e r i n g s c i e n c e that 
m e a n s there wi l l b e m o r e g o o d sc ient ists . If the re are 
m o r e g o o d sc ient ists the re wi l l be m o r e g o o d s c i ence . 

The s e c o n d l ine o f a r g u m e n t is that w o m e n th ink 
in a dif ferent way. This d i f ferent m o d e o f t h o u g h t leads 
w o m e n to have spec i a l skil ls. If w o m e n en te r s c i e n c e 
t h e n they wi l l b r i n g t h e s e spec i a l ski l ls to s c i e n c e . 
These spec ia l skills a re gene ra l l y l u m p e d u n d e r that 
de l ight fu l t e r m f e m i n i n e in tu i t ion ( th ink ing by a n o t h e r 
name?). This f e m i n i n e intu i t ion is t h o u g h t in s o m e w a y 
to enab l e bet ter s c i e n c e to occu r . 

These a rgumen t s expla in sugges t w h y hav ing m o r e 
w o m e n w o u l d be g o o d for s c i ence . They fail to exp la in 
w h y s tudy ing s c i e n c e is g o o d for w o m e n . Girls t e n d 
not to c h o o s e s c i ence , the p r o g r a m m e s run by WISE 
s e e m to exist t o en t i c e w o m e n into the subject . Gir ls 
are b e i n g act ively p e r s u a d e d into s c i e n c e . What is it 
abou t s c i e n c e that is so unatt ract ive to fema les ? It is 

unat t rac t i ve to enter a n d appa ren t l y u n p l e a s a n t to 
w o r k in g i ven by the rate o f w o m e n leav ing the sub ­
ject . It appea r s that there is s o m e t h i n g m o r e f u n d a ­
menta l l y w r o n g . It a p p e a r s that the ent i re ed i f i c e 
ca l led Sc ience is unsu i t ed to mos t w o m e n . This unsuit-
abil ity is c o n t a i n e d in the set up o f the inst i tut ions of 
s c i ence . The univers i t ies, research inst i tutes, pub l i c a ­
t ion m e t h o d s , grant a w a r d i n g bod i e s and the w a y in 
w h i c h sc ient i f ic k n o w l e d g e is p r e s e n t e d . This is not 
unl ike ly , after all s c i ence w a s set up by m e n for m e n , 
in an a g e w h e n w o m e n w e r e e x c l u d e d as a mat ter o f 
course . If s c i ence is a m a l e construct a n d it is unsu i t ed 
to w o m e n , why are w e pressuris ing girls to take sc ience? 

It s e e m s to m e that the ma in reason for e n c o u r a g ­
ing m o r e w o m e n to enter sc ience has been the bel ief 
that equa l oppor tun i t ies is the s a m e th ing as numer ica l 
representat ion. If fifty percent of undergraduates enter­
ing sc ience are f ema le t hen there is no d iscr iminat ion 
g o i n g o n . I d o not be l ieve this is true. Even if half the 
undergraduates we re to be f ema le I d o not bel ieve they 
have equa l oppor tun i t i es wh i l e the structure o f sc ience 
is such that most of t h e m e n d up leaving the f ield. There 
are very f e w w o m e n in the h igher e che lons of sc ience . 
This is unl ikely to improve wh i l e sc ience remains a sub­
ject in imicab le to w o m e n . To have truly equa l o p p o r t u ­
nities in the realm of sc ience there needs to be a dramatic 
c h a n g e to the institutions o f sc ience . Wi thout an equa l 
oppor tun i ty to succeed , w i thout an equa l oppor tun i ty to 
get the very grant that enab les us to carry on w o r k i n g in 
the f ie ld there wil l be never be a substantial n u m b e r of 
w o m e n in the f ie ld. Un less the current s i tuat ion in sci­
ence is changed there is little point in trying to recruit more 

Lady Ada Byron Lovelace: I bet she would use LINUX 

girls. I o actively e n c o u r a g e girls into a f ie ld that s lams a 
door in their face o n c e they have got there is not only a 
perverse des ire but a sadistic o n e . W e are lying to girls 
about the w o n d e r f u l t ime a n d careers they can have in 
sc ience. We are actively encou rag ing t h e m to waste their 
t ime o n a p ipe d r eam. If the f ie ld is intrinsically b iased 
against us, w h y shou ld w e bother w i th sc ience? 

Subliminal messaging? Or are those women In the background for a more Innocent reason? [Photo: IC Prospectus] 
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Brightening Prospects 
See the world, make a difference. Improve your CV and clear your conscience 

Can travelling really be worthwhile? At 
some point we all decide we want to see 
the world, but even if we do actually go 
anywhere only a few of us will ever do 
anything useful. According to Claire Bayn-
tun, it doesn't have to be that way. 

"I'm g o i n g travel l ing" is a c la im m a d e regularly am on gs t 
s tudents in the univers i ty bars. We ' r e all a we l l inten-
t i oned lot, but t h e truth is that on l y o n e out o f every 
five that talk a b o u t it actual ly ge t to t h e po in t o f f i l l ing 
in their l u g g a g e labels . W h y is that? 

N o o n e d e n i e s that g o i n g ove r seas a n d expe r i ­
e n c i n g a d i f ferent cu l ture is a g o o d t h i n g . In fact, the 
c o n s e n s u s is that y o u are l ikely t o have a n ou t ra ­
geous l y f u n t i m e , your m i n d wi l l b e o p e n e d , your 
character en r i ched . . . a n d o f cou rse , our e lders wi l l all 
chant "...Do it n o w wh i l e y o u still can. . . " A n d in that they 
have a fair po in t . 

So if y o u are d e t e r m i n e d to b e o n e o f the o n e s 
that actual ly gets to h o l d the b o a r d i n g pass in your 
(presently clean) hand , there remain t w o routes of over­
seas expe r i ence for y o u to c h o s e f r o m . 

You have the op t ion o f b u m m i n g your way a r o u n d 
hostels , ge t t i ng smel ly , s t o n e d a n d progress i ve l y lazy. 
Or at least that is fast b e c o m i n g t h e p e r c e p t i o n o f 
e m p l o y e r s o n r e a d i n g " . . . been t rave l l ing . . . " o n a n 
app l i ca t ion f o r m . A n d it is, let's f ace it, very o f t en a fair 
depict ion of those m o n t h s away. "Who wants a j ob any­
way", wil l b e b e i n g u t te red by t h o s e w h o have spen t 
t oo m a n y w e e k s o n the Tha i Islands... g o a t e e bea rd , 
n o doubt , in p lace . It's not unti l y o u return h o m e , hav­
ing fo rgo t t en your m u m ' s b i r thday, d o g s fune ra l , a n d 
little sister 's c o n f i r m a t i o n , that y o u start to w o n d e r 
whe the r y o u actually ' lost ' your sou l in the blissful h aze 
of beach a n d h a m m o c k , rather t han ' d i s c o v e r i n g it' as 
y o u had m e a n t to ! 

The re is a n o t h e r w a y to s o a k y o u r s e l f w i t h i n 
ano the r cu l ture , w h i l e keep ing-up-appea rances for 
your future p rospec ts . 

Teach ing A b r o a d and Projects A b r o a d are an o rgan ­
isation w h i c h a l lows your t ime overseas to be structured 
and wo r thw h i l e , bo th to you r se l f ( bu i l d ing up your CV, 
m a k i n g c learer j u d g e m e n t s o n you r abi l i t ies a n d in t en ­
t ions in l ife), a n d to t h e c o m m u n i t y to w h i c h y o u 
c h o o s e to g o . They have a r r a n g e d over 3000 vo lunta ry 
work p l a cemen ts in India, G h a n a , M e x i c o , Brazil , Ch ina , 
Tibet, Ukra ine, S iber ia a n d Russia. You are prov ided wi th 
f o o d and a c c o m m o d a t i o n w i t h a loca l fami ly , i m m e r s ­
ing you w i th in t h e cu l ture a n d c o m m u n i t y . 

The mos t p o p u l a r p l a c e m e n t s are t e a c h i n g c o n ­
versat ional Engl ish in s choo l s , to a r ange o f a g e s (no 
TEFL qual i f icat ion requi red - w h i c h saves hundreds , if not 
thousands , o f p o u n d s ) , c o n s e r v a t i o n projects , a n d (lis­
ten up M e d i c s yet to arrange your Electives) w o r k in hos­
pitals. Addit ional ly , there is a s tock o f l imited p l acements 
ava i lab le in a reas s u c h as j o u r n a l i s m , a c c o u n t a n c y , 
law, e n g i n e e r i n g , FT., a n d hote l m a n a g e m e n t . . . There 
is the o p t i o n o f c o m b i n i n g p r o g r a m m e s , a n d wha teve r 
your p l a cemen t , y o u c h o s e the dates that y o u wan t for 
your travel a n d p r o g r a m , w i t h p l a c e m e n t s poss i b l e 
f r om o n e m o n t h u p to a year . 

As w i th any trip overseas , y o u have to p rov ide 
your o w n funds , but in pay ing for all your essent ia l 
e x p e n s e s up front ( food , a c c o m m o d a t i o n a n d insur­
ance ) y o u d o not have the diff iculty o f b u d g e t i n g wh i l e 
o n the road . You have the securi ty o f pa id staff in your 
des t ina t ion for b a c k u p a n d we l fa re , a l o n g w i th the 
assurity o f m e e t i n g up w i th other l ike-minded v o l u n ­
teers. Genera l l y g o o d sorts! 

As for w h e r e y o u are g o i n g - THEY NEED Y O U . O n e 
vo lunteer w h o w a s recently w o r k i n g in a r emote vi l lage 
in G h a n a w a s m a d e a Tribal Chief , such w a s his impact 
(as cove r ed by The Daily Express, Sky TV a n d This M o r n ­
ing). You wil l receive a heart felt w e l c o m e f rom the local 
c o m m u n i t y that y o u live a n d w o r k w i th ; they are grate ­
ful for your vo luntary con t r i bu t i on , as they can not 
a f fo rd to pay y o u . Everyone ga ins f r o m the cultural 
e x c h a n g e , a n d in s tay ing in o n e p lace y o u get to bu i ld 
up re la t ionsh ips a n d k n o w l e d g e that w o u l d be i m p o s ­
s ib le to ach i eve by s imply t rave l l ing t h r o u g h . Ihe b e n ­
efits are l o n g t e rm as we l l as short t e rm - s o m e t h i n g 
that shou ld he lp your family and fr iends accept that y o u 
are g o i n g . 

As y o u arc only c o m m i t t e d to w o r k i n g 18 hours per 
w e e k ( M o n d a y to I riday) y o u have p lenty of f ree t ime 
to tour a round your reg ion , and indeed , to discover your 
sou l ! A n d I sugges t that y o u g o o n to travel m o r e o n 
c o m p l e t i n g your p l a c e m e n t , e i ther a l o n e or w i th other 
vo lun tee rs , safe in the k n o w l e d g e that y o u have s o m e ­
t h i n g h igh ly r e g a r d e d o n your CV. Each des t ina t ion 
offers a feast o f sights a n d di f ferent cultural exper iences 
for y o u to exp lo re that mus t not be m i s s e d . 

If this d o e s w h e t your appe t i t e , a n d m a k e s the 
i m p o r t a n t d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n ta lk ing a b o u t it and 
actual ly g o i n g to be part o f t hese exot i c p laces , t hen 
contac t Dr Peter S l owe at T e a c h i n g A b r o a d , Gerrard 
House , Rus t ingdon , West Sussex, BN16 1 AW. Tel : 01903 
85991 1 or mai l t o : i n fo@tcach ing-abroad . co .uk 

C h e c k ou t the w e b site for m o r e i n fo rma t i on , and 
for contact n u m b e r s of p e o p l e w h o have just re turned ; 
www. t each ing-ab road . co .uk A s k the Careers O f f i c e to 
contact Teach ing and Projects A b r o a d if y o u want a pre­
sen ta t i on f r o m the o rgan i s a t i on . 

A n d n o w y o u have got s o m e t h i n g to talk abou t in 
the bars. M a k e your m o v e . 

mailto:info@tcaching-abroad.co.uk
http://www.teaching-abroad.co.uk
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The Good LPs Will Out? Bring The Hits On! If You Tolerate Shut Up! 
So, what the hell Is happening In the music world this year? Felix took time out over the holidays and did some research into what's getting released and who's releasing it. Some of the big guns are getting their act together and the rest are ready to assault the shelves of your local record store. Let's have a look, shall we.... 

T he best w a y to d o this is p robab l y in a lphabe t i ­
cal order . So, let's cut out all the mus i ca l b a n ­
ter a n d get o n w i th it. Take a d e e p breath. . . . 

Beck is set to re lease his fo l low-up to Mutations 
s o m e w h e r e a r o u n d June/July. Those not k e e n o n Muta­
tions b e c a u s e it a p p e a r e d to be a ' s c r a p b o o k o f patchy 
songs written be fore his next major re lease ' wil l be look­
ing for a return to the f resh , innova t i ve a n d sl ight ly 
eccent r i c Beck. 

Bellatrlx are o n e o f the n e w kids on the block. You' l l 
f ind a rev iew o f their e p o n y m o u s l y t i t led min i-a lbum in 
this issue o f Felix. They ' re f r o m Ice land, they ' re m a d e 
up a lmos t ent i re l y o f w o m e n a n d h o p e f u l l y they ' l l 
c o m e g o o d in 1999. Thank G o d s o m e record execut i ve 
has g o n e to Ice land! 

Bentley Rhythm Ace wi l l re lease their next a l b u m 
s o m e t i m e in M a r c h . They don ' t have a title for it as yet. 
In fact, they don ' t e v en have a w o r k i n g title. A f e w 
tracks have b e e n n a m e d - Am I Black Country Enough 
For You?and Duck-web and Fish-lip. Strange pair of boys, 
they are! Apparent l y , the re are s o m e in te res t ing c o l ­
l aborat ions but that 's all b e i n g kept a bit hush-hush . 

The Beta Band are in the s tud io n o w . Expecta t ions 
run h igh wi th this band after the ' u n d e r g r o u n d ' success 
of their Three EPs c o m p i l a t i o n . In part icular The Patty 
Patty Sound EP. w h i c h was c h a m p i o n e d by our o w n stu­
dent radio s ta t ion, ICRadio, c a u s e d a c o m f o r t a b l e stir 
a m o n g s t the l i s ten ing masses . Their d e b u t a l b u m is 
near ing c o m p l e t i o n a n d s h o u l d be out in the first half 
of the year. 

Beth Orton 's lovely s ing le , Someone's Daughter 
and her guest vocals on The Chemica l Brothers' Dig Your 
Own Hole a l b u m h e l p e d to raise her prof i l e in 1998. 
Let's h o p e s h e p rogresses fur ther in 1999. Her n e w 
a l b u m features co l l abora t ions w i th Everyth ing But The 

Girl 's Ben Wyatt a n d Ben Harper . For t h o s e that l iked 
Trailer Park, this a l b u m , Central Reservation, wi l l be 
right up your street. She desc r i bes it as 'an e x t e n s i o n 
of the first a l b u m , a r e f i n e m e n t o f that s o u n d . ' 

Bubb le-gum p o p artists Bis wi l l re lease the i r next 
a lbum next m o n t h . It's cal led Social Dancing and it looks 
as if the s ing le Action and Drama wi l l p r e c e d e it. Expect 
the s a m e as usua l f r o m this lot. You e i ther l ike it or y o u 
don ' t by n o w . 

BJork s e e m s to be k e e p i n g herse l f busy d u r i n g the 
first half o f '99. She 's re l eas ing a n a l b u m o f love s o n g s , 
of wh i ch s o m e may be covers. She 's a lso starr ing in and 
wr i t ing the sound t r a ck to the mus i ca l Dance r In The 

Dark, w h i c h is o n gene ra l re lease next year. She ' s a lso 
r e c o r d e d an E P w i t h Digital Ha rdco re ' s A lec Empire . In 
the midst of all this, she ' s h o p i n g to start w o r k o n her 
four th a l b u m proper . It's not easy b e i n g a popstar , y o u 
k n o w . 

Blur are back in bus iness o n M a r c h 1 w i th a n e w 
seven-minute-plus s ingle . It's ca l led Tender and wil l pre­
c e d e their as yet unt i t led sixth s tud io a l b u m , w h i c h 

appea r s in the s h o p s in the s a m e m o n t h . This is their 
first release in over a year so all I can say is that it's about 
b l o o d y t ime . 

T h o s e c h e e k y L iverpudl ians , Cast, return to the 
m u s i c s c e n e after b e i n g away for just over a year w i th 
their n e w a l b u m . Midget Allah. It s h o u l d be re l eased 
a r o u n d Apr i l . Track titles are typical ly in the J ohn Powe r 
ve in . Chasing The Day, Dreamer. o n e c o u l d g o o n . 
In fact, if y o u take the w o r d s d r e a m , free, s o u l , sh ine , 
star, away and day a n d construct a phrase of s o m e sort, 
you ' re we l l on the way to n a m i n g a Cast s o n g . Ser iously 
t h o u g h , it's the m u s i c that coun t s a n d I'm sure thev ' l l 
be p l e a s i ng punters at v e n u e s all over the coun t r y 
after t h e re lease o f Midget Allah. 

t h r o u g h the success of Mulder and Scully a n d 
Road Rage, last year s a w the rise a n d rise of a female-
f ron ted We l sh b a n d that w e n t bv the n a m e of Cata to ­
nia. The photo-ability of one Cerys Ma t thews might have 
b e e n a factor but you can't a rgue wi th the fact that they 
m a n a g e d to shift shed-loads o f units last year. Their n e w 
a l b u m wil l a p p e a r in late M a y or early Apr i l . There ' s n o 
title to it as yet. H o w a b o u t Reg iona l Cot ton? [drum fill] 

After re l eas ing their greatest hits u n d e r the n a m e 
of Melting Pot, '98 s e e m e d to be a bit quiet for The Char­
latans. They s h o u l d b e re leas ing a n a l b u m this year but 
n o deta i ls a re ava i lab le as yet. This wi l l be their first 
a l b u m w i thou t the sore ly m i s s e d late keyboard is t Rob 
Co l l i n s . I'm e x p e c t i n g The Cha r l a t ans to reco rd an 
abso lu t e belter o f a rock 'n ' ro l l r eco rd this year. I h o p e 
I'm right. 

The pr ivate p s y c h e d e l i c b ro the r s o f the d a n c e 
s c e n e are set to let their long-player hit record s h o p s 
across the nat ion a r o u n d early s u m m e r t i m e . The C h e m ­
ical Brothers ' th i rd a l b u m proper g o e s by the n a m e of 
Under The Influence Of Love. Appa ren t l y N o e l G a l ­
lagher, the godfa ther of popular rock, will m a k e another 
guest voca l to g o w i th his last effort. Setting Sun. Un for ­
tunate ly , Beth O r t o n wi l l not be ab l e to con t r i bu te 
b e c a u s e she ' s d o i n g her o w n a l b u m . [See above] Tsk! 
Pop-stars today ! They ' re so se l f i sh ! Howeve r , J ona thon 

D o n a h u e , voca l i s t w i t h cu r ren t indie-faves M e r c u r y 
Rev, wi l l be g r a b b i n g the m i c r o p h o n e for o n e o f the 
tracks. Under The Influence Of Love looks set to be o n e 
of the m o r e p r o m i s i n g re leases o f 1999. 

Ta l k ing o f c o l l a b o r a t i o n s , Death In Vegas have 
m a n a g e d to drag in a f e w n a m e s of f the street to guest 
o n their latest o f f e r i ng to the w o r l d , The Cantino Ses­
sions. There 's Pr imal Sc ream 's B o b b y G i l l esp ie a n d age-
o l d warb le r Iggy Pop . There ' s a l so others that they 've 
app roached but they're not say ing. Record contracts and 
all that n o n s e n s e ! For the reco rd , it s h o u l d be out in a 
c o u p l e of m o n t h s . 

There 's no real a l b u m n e w s o n n e w c o m e r s Gay 
Dad. However , their debu t s ing le To Earth With Love has 
b e e n p l e a s i n g t h e h e t e r o s e x u a l a n d h o m o s e x u a l 
masses a l ike . I m e n t i o n t h e m on l y as a ' o n e to wa t ch 
out for this year. ' Silly silly n a m e ! 

Felix A l b u m o f the Year w inne r s , Gomez, wil l be 
br ing ing it o n for a s e c o n d t ime a b o u t ha l fway t h r o u g h 
'99 w i th Cod's Big Spaceship (wo rk ing title.) It'll be very 
in te res t ing to see wha t they c o m e up w i th . Their first 
a l b u m was (partly) r e c o r d e d in Oi ly Peacock ' s ga rage 
a n d that s o u n d e d innovat ive ly quirky. G o d k n o w s what 
they ' l l d o w i th a 24-track s tud io a n d s o m e h igh ly pa id 
k n o w l e d g a b l e p r o d u c e r ready to cater to their son i c 
n e e d s . This year can on ly s e c t h e m rise further. G o o d 
luck to the boys f r o m l lkley! 

Still s q u a b b l i n g over the title o f the fol low-up to 
Drawn To The Deep End, Gene wi l l re lease their next 
a l b u m in February. Desp i t e b e i n g p r o u d o f Drawn To 
The Deep End, Ma r t i n Rossi ter is r epo r t ed to have 
b e e n a bit d i s a p p o i n t e d w i th it: 'We just t o o k t o o l o n g 
m a k i n g it. So this o n e w e just sat d o w n a n d d id it in a 
m o n t h this o n e is a m o r e optimist ic, younge r a lbum. ' 

James' Best Of. c o m p i l a t i o n b e c a m e o n e o f last 

year 's b igges t sel lers. This year , T im B o o t h a n d the rest 
s h o u l d b e r e c o r d i n g a n e w a l b u m a n d re leas ing it 
b e f o r e the year is out . 

M u c h m a l i g n e d by t h e m u s i c p ress ( p robab l y 
b e c a u s e o f Cr i sp in ' s midd le-c lass b a c k g r o u n d ) Kula 
Shaker are back this year a n d wi l l re lease their s e c o n d 
a l b u m in M a r c h . It wi l l b e p r e c e d e d by the s ing le Mys­
tical Machine Gun at t h e e n d o f February . For the 
a l b u m , they ' ve got H o m o m G o w a s h w a r m i back to d o 
s o m e m o r e v o c a l s . H e d i d t h e b a c k i n g v o c a l s for 
Govinda, by the way . Expect the usua l ec lec t i c g u b b i n s 
a n d va r ious myst ic chants . They s e e m to be su f fe r ing 
f r o m the s a m e d i sease as mos t artists in that they can't 

d e c i d e o n a n a l b u m title. T h e y have t h e w o r k i n g tit le 
o f Peasants, Pigs and Astronauts but it m igh t not ca tch 
o n . H o w a b o u t K2? [drum fill] 

Leftfield have t aken the i r t i m e to f o l l o w u p thei r 
g r o u n d - b r e a k i n g a n d mul t i-uni t s h i f t i n g Leftism. A 
re lease da te for the e lec t ro p e o p l e is set for Apr i l . 
However , they 've b e e n t h r ea t en ing to re lease this their 
s e c o n d a l b u m for a l o n g t ime n o w . Let's h o p e w e ge t 

s o m e creat ive stuff f r o m t h e m this year . 
Indie favour i tes M o g w a i wi l l b e re l eas ing their sec ­

o n d a l b u m in M a r c h . It has w h a t I th ink c o u l d be a sol id 
c o n t e n d e r for A l b u m Title O f The Year: Come On, Die 
Young. Hope fu l l y , it'll live u p to the expec t a t i on o f the 
title. Cer ta in quarters o f the b a n d have d e s c r i b e d it as 
a ' b e d r o o m M o g a d o n w h i t e y gay d i s co funk o p e r a 
s o u n d ' Easy to de f i ne , it is not . In terest ing to l isten to , 
it p robab ly wi l l be . 

There wi l l b e n e w mater ia l f r o m N e w O r d e r this 
year o n c e p e o p l e have f i n i s h e d their s ide projects , 
w h i c h i n c lude E lectronic , M o n a c o a n d The O the r Two . 
There wi l l a l so b e a box set o f s ing les b e i n g r e l eased . 
That s h o u l d l o o k n i ce o n m y she l f a l o n g s i d e m y M a s ­
sive Attack a n d N i r v ana s ing les box sets. 

Last year, N o e l Ga l l agher sa id o n rad io s o m e t h i n g 
to the ef fect of, 'There wi l l b e n o n e w Oas i s mater ia l 
unti l the year 2000. ' We l l , t rue to his w o r d , Oas i s l o o k 
set to re lease a s ing le in S e p t e m b e r w i th a n a l b u m 
rapidly s n a p p i n g at the heels o f it. H e also said that wha t 
he d o e s wr i te wi l l be d i f fe rent f r o m a n y t h i n g that has 
g o n e before . It's obv ious ly this s ide o f his predict ion that 
he 's concen t r a t i ng o n ! 

M e n t i o n i n g a b ig o n e l ike Oas i s , I f ee l duty b o u n d 
to m e n t i o n a less large b a n d that a re w o r t h y o f a t t en ­
t ion. O n e Lady O w n e r cut th rough the mus i c s c e n e wi th 
their t u rbo c h a r g e d a n d ful ly revved up d e b u t s ing le , 
Wheelkings 19/3. The next a n d current s ing le , I Do 
Need You, s h o w s a l ighter s ide . It'll b e a c r i m e if w e 
don ' t get to s ee a n a l b u m re l eased f r o m this lot this 
year. 

Those orchest ra l trance-y types in Orb i ta l are b a c k 
w i th s o m e n e w m u s i c after r e l eas ing a Greates t Hits 
package at the back e n d o f last year . Paul Hartnol l has 
sa id , 'We ' re ca l l ing it Middle Of Nowhere b e c a u s e it 's 
a hard p lace to be . Eve rywhere is s o m e w h e r e , n o mat ­
ter w h e r e you ' r e s t and ing a n d n o matter h o w hard y o u 
try to get away f r o m th ings . ' The re wi l l b e a s ing le in 
M a r c h a n d a tour to fo l l ow . 

Ove r in the US, P a v e m e n t a re g e a r i n g up for t h e 

re lease o f their latest o f f e r i ng in Apr i l . It's b e i n g pro ­
d u c e d by N ige l God r i ch , he of Rad iohead f ame . In fact, 
Jonny G r e e n w o o d may even play on it. Steven M a l k m u s 
gave his v i ew o n the a l b u m : 'The s o u n d of the a l b u m 
so far is s o m e t h i n g we ' r e ca l l ing Trip M e t a l but w i th the 
usual Pavement v ibe to it.' Look forward to s o m e exper ­
imenta l stuff! 

Rumours are a b o u n d that Primal Scream are record­
i ng their next a l b u m , the fo l l ow up to the critically 
a c c l a i m e d Vanishing Point. N o t h i n g f i rm has b e e n 
reported, just yet, t h o u g h . 

The Propellerheads are also r u m o u r e d to be fo l ­
l ow ing up Decksanddrumsandrockandroll later on in the 
year. 

After h a n g i n g out in LA w i th p e o p l e l ike M o n e y 
M a r k a n d Ben Stiller, Reef have a lmost f in ished their fo l ­
low-up to Glow. The a l b u m has the w o r k i n g title Reef 
On A Fresh Tip but is l ikely to c h a n g e . There s h o u l d be 
a s ing le out f r o m it in February a n d t h e n the a l b u m in 
M a r c h . A n extens ive tour is p robab l y o n the cards as 
they t end to tour l ike proverb ia l bastards. 

After a w h i l e away f r o m the mus ica l l imel ight The 
Seahorses wil l return a n d re lease a n a l b u m in the s u m ­
mer . It's e i ther g o i n g to b e ca l led Minus Blue or Motor­
cade. A c c o r d i n g to John Squire, the ratio o f songwr i t i ng 
w i th respect to h imse l f a n d Chris H c l m e is still rough ly 
the s a m e as it w a s be fo re . R e c o r d i n g o f the a l b u m wil l 
actually start this mon th a l though a lot of the songs have 
b e e n tr ied a n d tes ted in front o f live a u d i e n c e s so c o n ­
cert goe rs s h o u l d r e cogn i se s o m e o f t h e m . Tracks so 
far i n c lude Petroleum, Pi, Dolphins, Into The Light, 
Pacific Blue a n d Tomb Raid. 

The Stereophonies wi l l re lease the fo l low-up to 
their d e b u t Word Gets Around. Entit led Performance 
and Cocktails, it p rom i ses to be a r aucous rock a n d roll 

affair. For the record , it hits the she lves at the start o f 
M a r c h . 

The Supe r Furry A n i m a l s wi l l re lease the i r th i rd 
a l b u m proper early in the s u m m e r . Their co l l ec t ion of 
oddi t ies , Outspaced, is in the s h o p s n o w and has b e e n 
r ece i ved very we l l , crit ically a n d a m o n g s t the fans. 
There s h o u l d be a s ing le out in Apri l to c o i n c i d e w i th 
the tour . They haven ' t m a n a g e d to d e c i d e on a title yet 
so I guess the 'An ima l s Don ' t G i ve A y o u get the 
picture . 

F ee l i ng like t hey r u s h e d th ings a bit last t i m e , 
Supergrass d o not want to m a k e the s a m e mis take 
aga in . They ' re t ak ing all the t ime they n e e d to m a k e 

sure every th ing ' s h o w they w a n t it. The a l b u m k n o w n 
as Cocked s h o u l d be ready for re lease in the s u m m e r . 
C o n f i r m e d track titles are as fo l l ows : Out Of The Blue, 
Pumping On the Stereo a n d What Went Wrong In Your 
Head? D a n n y G o f f e y ' s c o m m i t m e n t s to Lodger wi l l 
obv ious l y be t ak ing a back scat this year as the 'Grass 
wi l l p robab ly wan t to canvas the UK w i th a mass ive sel l ­
out tour . 

fj 

Brett A n d e r s o n a n d the boys have a n e w a l b u m 
r e c o r d e d a n d ready for re lease in February. In c o m ­
parison to Coming Up, certain quarters o f the band have 
desc r i bed the s o u n d as 'not as poppy . It's p robab ly 
co lde r s o u n d i n g a n d a bit ha rder-edged . It's very var­
ied , m u c h m o r e than a n y t h i n g w e ' v e ever d o n e . ' The 
S u e d e c r ew have t e a m e d up w i th Steve O s b o r n e (Paul 
O a k e n f o l d ' s r emix partner ) for the p r o d u c t i o n . The 
a l b u m looks set to b e a raw a n d Trash-y affair. Forgive 
the p u n ! 

I ran Hea ly a n d the m o t l e y c r e w s h o u l d be k i ck ing 
of f a n e w set o f tours in 1999. They ' ve a lmos t f i n i shed 
their s e c o n d a l b u m w h i c h has the w o r k i n g title Final 
Times but wi l l not be off ic ia l ly r e l eased under that 
n a m e . Travis have o p t e d for M i k e H e d g e s a n d N ige l 
G o d r i c h [Sec Pavement] to p r o d u c e . Set to hit the 
m u s i c s h o p s in M a y , a f e w tracks have c o n f i r m e d 
titles: Why Does It Always Rain On Me? Flowers In Fhc 
Window a n d As You Are. Hardly All I Wanna Do Is Rock, 
is it? 

W h e n you ' re s cann ing th rough the A-Z of Rock/Pop 
in your H M V / O u r Price/Virgin you ' l l be p leased to k n o w 
that in M a r c h w h e n y o u get near the e n d o f the ais le 
Unde rwor ld will have a n e w record out. The reason that 
they haven ' t really b e e n h a n g i n g r o u n d these parts 
lately is that they w a n t e d to take s o m e t ime out and get 
s o m e pe rspec t i ve after the Born Slippy e xp l o s i on . Enti­
t led Beaucoup fish, it's likely to be a t ighter a l b u m than 
Second Toughest In The Infants. 

Wel l that s e e m s to be your lot. I'm sure there ' s 
p lenty m o r e stuff out there . Keep your eyes o n Felix for 
any n e w hotshots . If y o u w o u l d l ike to rev iew mus i c for 
Felix, c o m e a l o n g to the m e e t i n g s at Felix o n Fridays. 
Th ings usual ly kick o f f at a r o u n d one-thirty but it's best 
to b e there a f e w m i n u t e s b e f o r e h a n d . I l ook fo rward 
to s e e i n g the o ld faces a n d s o m e n e w ones . Thank y o u 
for your t ime. 

Dennis 
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No Exit 

A long time ago In a galaxy far far away.. 

M any o f y o u may have t h o u g h t that B l ond i e 
w e r e s o m e b a n d f r o m the sevent ies . You ' r e 
w r o n g . They ' re actual ly a fresh n e w b a n d 

ready to attack the mus i c s c e n e w i th s o m e innovat i ve 
son i c m u s i n g s . Ser iously, t h o u g h , this is the b a n d that 
a r o u n d f i f teen years a g o w e r e o n e o f the mos t in f lu ­
ent ia l b a n d s a r o u n d . There ' s a terr ib le s t i g m a a t t a ched 
to b a n d s that r e fo rm years after their p r ime . They t end 
to be s e e n as m i l k i ng past g lor ies . A Greatest Hits 
p a c k a g e last year cou ld l ead p e o p l e to th ink that this 
is w h a t they ' re d o i n g . That 's far t oo cynica l , t h o u g h . 
You get the f ee l i ng that this is actual ly for real. What 
actual ly h a p p e n e d was in the sp r i ng o f 1998 the four 
or ig ina l m e m b e r s met up and d e c i d e d to let past dif­
f e r e n c e s l ie. They en t e r ed the s tud io a n d this is wha t 
they m a n a g e d to c o m e out w i th , No Exit. 

The q u e s t i o n is w h e t h e r it's any g o o d . A l b u m 
o p e n e r . Screaming Skin, s o u n d s p r o m i s i n g . There ' s a 
Madness- l ike guitar riff j o l t i ng t h r o u g h the intro a n d 
then w e hear D e b b i e Harry's famil iar vo i ce ge t t i ng car­
r ied a l o n g by wha t can only be desc r i bed as a r eggae 
qu i cks tep rhy thm. This is a red her r ing , t h o u g h . N o t h ­
i ng e lse o n the a l b u m s o u n d s remote l y like it. Forgive 
and Forget o p e n s w i th w h a t is sure ly a rip-off o f a N e w 
O r d e r riff. Unfor tunate ly , wha t fo l l ows is not a N e w 
O r d e r s o n g . It's just an a ve r age t h r o w a w a y s o n g -
s o m e t h i n g m o r e su i ted to a b-side or pe rhaps e v e n an 
a l b u m filler! The p r o b l e m w i th it is that there is no spark 
a n d this is wha t is m i s s i ng f r o m severa l s o n g s o n the 
a l b u m . It's a r u n n i n g t h e m e that s h o u l d have b e e n 
s t o p p e d in its tracks be fo re the s o n g s w e r e c o m m i t t e d 
to tape . 

The title track o p e n s w i th s o m e classical m u s i c 
that I'm sure others wil l b e ab le to r e cogn i s e instantly 
but the n a m e o f it e l udes m e . Anyway , f r o m there 

th ings really g o downh i l l . It can only be descr ibed as very 
poor . What w e get is D e b b i e Harry t ry ing to rap! I 
m e a n , for Chr ist 's Sake ! I k n o w critics t end to slate o ld 
artists t ry ing n e w th ings b e c a u s e they see it as an 
a t tempt to w i n over the y o u n g a u d i e n c e so I d e c i d e d 
to listen to it aga in w i th a m o r e o p e n m i n d a n d my fears 
w e r e c o n f i r m e d - the title track is terr ib le ! N o ques t i on . 

I th ink the p r o b l e m m a y have b e e n that they tr ied 
to get eve ry th ing o n t o record w i t h o u t f i l ter ing out the 
duf fers . There are actua l ly a h a n d f u l o f d e c e n t tracks 
but o n c e y o u e x p e r i e n c e the crap o n e s , y o u don ' t 
have the heart to s l og t h r o u g h a n d f ind the gems . Noth­
ing Is Real But The Girl is r em in i s cen t o f the B lond ie o f 
o ld - that 's a g o o d th ing , by the way. Double Take is also 
g o o d b e c a u s e y o u can hear t h e b a n d ge l l i ng toge ther 
rather t han D e b b i e ' s v o i c e p e r v a d i n g al l . It's the sort o f 
mature track that they s h o u l d be wr i t ing now . Obv ious ly 
it's not g o i n g to turn the k ids o n but at least this way 
y o u don ' t e n d up e m b a r r a s s i n g yourse l ves . 

I l ike the B lond i e o f o l d a lot w h i c h is p robab ly w h y 
I'm b e i n g a tad harsh o n this their 'mode rn i s a t i on . ' The 
fact r e m a i n s that o n c e you r f i re 's g o n e out, there ' s no 
point r ek ind l i ng it un l e ss y o u ' r e g o i n g to m a k e it burn 
br ighter . A n d bu rn br ighter , No Exit d o e s not. d 

Dennis 

M O J A V E 3 ^ 

Out Of Tune 

This Is what the album cover looks 
like. Don't say you couldn't find it. 

W ell we l l , this t u rned out to be a n ice little 
g e m o f an a l b u m . I th ink the trick is s imp l i c i ­
ty itself. It's on ly n ine s o n g s l o n g , l o o o f t en , 

b a n d s just tack an extra c o u p l e o f tracks o n to m a k e 
their a l b u m the 'right l ength . ' S ize isn't eve ry th ing , 
y o u k n o w . What w e ' v e got he re is a co l l ec t ion o f 
acous t i c based tracks that r ange f r o m u p b e a t to , we l l , 
d o w n b e a t . I admi t that at t imes , the vocal ist s l ips into 
a B o b Dylan s o u n d but that 's just sp l i t t ing hairs. 

O p e n e r , Who Do You Love, s t rums itself into a 
lovely s o n g that asks you to look at yourself : 'Wou ld you 
like w h o y o u w e r e if y o u met t h e m s o m e p l a c e ? W o u l d 
y o u r e cogn i s e the l ines on a s t ranger 's face? ' I k n o w 
all this soul-searching turns peop l e off because they s e c 
it as part of the pre-mil lenial p a c k a g i n g that mus i ca l 
artists a n d others a l ike are try ing to cash in o n . H o w ­
ever, M o j a v e 3 c o m e across as very g e n u i n e a n d not in 
the least con t r i ved . That 's a c o m m o d i t y that p e o p l e try 
very hard to create w i t hou t success . M o j a v e 3 s e e m to 
a ch i e ve it effort lessly. 

The lyrical con ten t o f the a l b u m is most l y re la t ion ­
sh ip b a s e d . Give What You Take is your bas ic love 
s o n g : T h e r e ' s a light in your eyes that fills m e w i th l ife. 
There 's a lov in ' in you that makes m e w a n n a fly.' A g a i n , 
I k n o w it sounds cheesy but w h e n you hear it, y ou k n o w 
it's for real . Some Kinda Angel e c h o e s the s a m e sort of 

' love is the u l t imate sa l va t ion ' t h e m e : ' A n d y o u w e r e 
s o m e k i n d a a n g e l , y o u t o o k m e as ide , sa id hey never ­
m i n d , I'll m a k e y o u fee l better. ' In contrast there are 
m o r e bitter pil ls in the a l b u m . Yer Feet s ees the s inger 
c o n t e m p l a t i n g the a f t e rmath o f a fa i l ed re la t ionsh ip : T 
n e e d s o m e t h i n g so l id I c an h o l d l ike a d o g that c o m e s 
w h e n I call but I d o n ' t n e e d y o u . ' 

The s t rength o f M o j a v e 3 is in the beau ty o f their 
s o n g s . The s o u n d is s i m p l e . O r g a n s a n d p i anos a c c o m ­
pany an acoust i ca l l y s t r u m m e d rhy thm sec t i on . There 
are no electr ic guitars or f unky l oops z i p p i n g in and out 
o f tracks so if you ' r e after mus i ca l exhi l i ra t ion you ' v e 
c o m e to the w r o n g h o u s e . If, howeve r , y o u ' r e l o o k i n g 
for mus i ca l sa lvat ion, Out Of Fune is an o p e n h o u s e 
w a i t i n g for y o u to c o m e in . Qu i e t l y bri l l iant. CI 

Dennis 
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BUILT TO SPILL 
Keep It Like A SecretE 

T h e m e d i a sp lu rge reads s o m e ­
t h i n g like this : 'Built To Spi l l 's last 
a l b u m , the ep i c Perfect From 

Now On, must sure ly s tand as o n e o f 
the d e c a d e ' s f inest gui tar a l b u m s , a 
m o n u m e n t a l t e s t i m o n y to t h e p o w e r o f 
the rock t rad i t ion . Fact.' We l l , if that is t o 
be be l i e ved t h e n their fo l low-up a l b u m . 
Keep It Like A Secret must sure ly s tand 
as o n e o f the d e c a d e ' s mos t m o n u ­
menta l c o m e d o w n s . Fact. I'm not say­
i n g that t h e y ' r e c rap . It's jus t tha t 
they 're not really the sav iours o f t h e 
rock t rad i t ion . A half d e c e n t rock b a n d 
is what they are - p la in a n d s i m p l e . 
Anyway , that 's all b a s e d o n w h a t t h e 
mus i c press says a n d w h o reads that 
nowadays , eh? 

W e i g h i n g in at a fairly l i gh twe igh t 
fifty m i n u t e s Keep It Like A Secret c o n ­
tains e l e ven tracks w i th on l y o n e track 
over six m i n u t e s l o n g . They a re pretty 
m u c h all p o p s o n g s a n d the b a n d ' s p o p 
sensibi l i t ies w o r k we l l w i th t h e voca l i s t ' s 
d i s t inc t i ve l y A m e r i c a n t w i n g e . The 
rhythm guitar w o r k is fairly so l id t h r o u g h ­
out wh i l e the lead is qu i t e o f t e n stratos­
pheric p r o m p t i n g a qu ick burst of the o ld 
air guitar rou t ine . 

You Were Right is probably the s tand­
out track o n Keep It Like A Secret. M u c h 
like the rest o f t h e a l b u m it d o e s n ' t f o l ­
low the usual verse-chorus-verse tradit ion 
that rock tr ios t e n d to g o for . They ' re a 
rock tr io, by the way . Just in case y o u 
w e r e w o n d e r i n g . The s o n g bas i ca l l y 

trawls out s o m e o ld rock lyrics and fo rms 
t h e m into a s o n g : 'You w e r e right w h e n 
y o u sa id that all that glitters isn't g o l d . 
You w e r e right w h e n y o u said that we ' r e 
all just bricks in the wa l l . You w e r e right 
w h e n y o u said that y o u can' t a lways get 
w h a t y o u wan t . Y o u w e r e w r o n g w h e n 
y o u said that e ve r y th ing is g o n n a be 
alr ight . ' For the record , they or ig ina l ly 
b e l o n g to Led Z e p p e l i n , P ink F loyd, The 
R o l l i n g S t o n e s (I t h i nk tha t ' s w r o n g , 
t h o u g h . A n s w e r s on a postcard to Felix 
p lease or e lse it'll b u g m e for ages ) a n d 
The Beat les respect ive ly . Strangely, this 
is o n e o f t h e l onge r s o n g s . That isn't an 
e n d o r s e m e n t o f the length ie r variety as 
mos t o f the decen t tunes are the shorter 
p o p p i e r o n e s . 

Al l t oge the r , howeve r . Built To Spill 
fall short o f b e i n g s o m e t h i n g spec ia l . 
They ' r e a bit a v e r a g e . Keep It Like A 
Secret is g o o d but it can get very dul l 
quick ly . There ' s def in i te ly p r o m i s e he re 
a n d t h e w h i s t l i n g at the e n d o f t h e 
a l b u m is e n o u g h to m a k e y o u l a u g h . It's 
alr ight but that 's it. CI 

Dennis 

BELLATRIX 

F act o n e : Iceland's w o m e n far out ­
n u m b e r its m e n . I ce l and i c 
w o m e n are appa ren t l y gene ra l l y 

O K w i th m e n w h o doub le-date b e c a u s e 
not so m a n y o f t h e m are in c i rcu la t ion 
anyway . Fact two : Bellatrix is a f ive-piece 
all-girl Icelandic b a n d that is very g o o d 
at the usua l p o p m u s i c r ou t i ne o f 
catchy m e l o d i e s a n d n ice voca ls . F rom 
fact t w o w e can d e d u c e that they are 
d e s t i n e d for success . K e e p i n g fact o n e 
in m i n d , c a n w e t h e n h a z a r d a g u e s s 
that this is all but a subt le p loy to f ind 
t hemse l v e s a w ide r c h o i c e o f m e n ? 

Bc l la t r ix e m p l o y al l sor ts o f pop-
m u s i c tr icks t o m a k e the i r m u s i c a n d 
s o n g s in teres t ing . The s c r e e c h i n g g u i ­
tars, the v io l ins , the w h i r l i n g synthes iser 
sounds , the c h u n k y beats, a n d not least, 
a g o o d lead vocalist (Bjork-esquc?) are all 
u s e d to g o o d effect . The fact is, h a d I 
b e e n inc l ined to d i smiss t h e m , I w o u l d ­
n't have b e e n ab le to say they are b a d 
imitators o f others . 

T h e o p e n i n g t rack Silvcrlight is a 
nice s m o o t h in t roduc t ion to the a l b u m 
w i th its s e a r c h i n g gu i ta r c h o r d s a n d 
voca l s . Lyrics l ike T don ' t h a v e any 
answers a n d I c a n t see far a h e a d ' are 
ominous l y prophet ic . Perhaps they k n o w 
they c o u l d be m a r k e t e d we l l a n d this is 
a h u g e d isc la imer in that they have no 
masterp lan whatsoever . Another dimen­
sion is a chee r fu l s o n g ful l o f s w e e p i n g 
fast beats a n d m a n y a c h o r u s l ine. This 
is the sort o f stuff that m a k e s y o u start 

to have a bit m o r e faith in the n e w mus ic 
that 's c o m i n g th rough nowadays . A Sting 
starts w i th a very n ice cho rus a n d g o e s 
o n to create the 'rol lercoaster r ide' effect 
t h e lyrics s i n g of. Great Expectations 
mixes pi le-dr iv ing guitars, qu i ck beats, 
a n d fo lksy v io l ins in to a g o o d s o n g . 

The t roub le w i th bands like this is it'll 
take a l o n g t ime for t h e m to get r e cog ­
n i sed , l o o o f t en today w e just p l u m p for 
t h e n a m e s w e k n o w w h e n w e ' r e trawl­
ing the record s h o p s . I don ' t k n o w h o w 
l o n g it wi l l take for Bellatrix to be well-
k n o w n , if ever, but I think they are as 
g o o d as a n y t h i n g out there , a n d h o p e ­
fully c an on l y get better . CI 

Ahmed 

Singles 

Sebadoh - Flame 
Amer i can rock s e e m s stuck in the mixture o f chirpy opt i ­
m i s m a n d p o u n d i n g gui tars that is s o m e t i m e s ca l l ed 
post-grunge. S e b a d o h are no excep t ion . They've got the 
voca l s o u n d spot o n ( Imag ine t h e b l o k e w h o s a n g 
Knock On Wood) but luckily a s t o m p i n g d r u m b e a t pul ls 
the s o n g r o u n d to m a k e a n e n j o y a b l e l is ten. 

The Levellers - One Way 
Orig ina l ly r e c o r d e d in 1991, this re-recorded ve r s ion 
e c h o e s the b a g g y s o u n d f r o m that era , w i th n i ce n e w 
percuss ive bits to b r i ng it up to date . The track serves 
as a Sweetest Thing style taster for the Greates t Hits 
a l b u m that is ou t at t h e m o m e n t . 

The Mutton Birds - Pulled Along By Love 
A bit s inger-songwri ter-ish. A bit C r o w d e d H o u s e ; they 
c o m e f r om N e w Z e a l a n d . A bit rootsy-bluesy-trying-not-
to-be-pop-while-st l l l-being-mainstream. N o t a bit o r ig i ­
nal . 

@tomika - Dead Flowers 
Don' t y o u just hate b a n d s w i th c lever s m a r m y n a m e s 
like that? Their s o n g bet ter b e r u b b i s h . O h g o o d , it is. 
It's l ike t h o s e G u i d e To B e i n g A Rock Star lot t ry ing to 
s o u n d like H a n s o n t ry ing t o s o u n d l ike N i r vana . No t 
g o i n g to work , is it? 

T H E E S S E N T I A L C H O O N 

Lowcraft- One Of Us 
A rare treat - an A m e r i c a n b a n d p lay ing a twis ted c o n ­
coc t i on of g l a m rock a n d psychede l ia . C o m p a r i s o n s wil l 
b e d r a w n w i th P l a cebo a n d Suede , but that d o c s little 
t o desc r i be the spectra l t o w e r o f s o u n d s in this s o n g , 
w h i c h d raw f r o m the best o f Ziggy-era Bowie . 

Regular Fries - Fries Entertainment 
Apparen t l y s u p p o r t i n g the Lo-Fidelity Allstars o n a LJ.k. 
tour , Regu lar Fries c an expec t to rece ive a cer ta in 

a m o u n t o f critical a c c l a im . The s o u n d is the usual w a s h 
o f amb i en t a n d big-beat s o u n d s that he lped their head-
l iners ga in success last year . You wi l l be hea r i ng m o r e 
f r o m these guys in the future , I p r o m i s e . 

Liberty 37 - Revolution 
A n enthus ias t i c hard rock g r o u p f r o m Swansea , Liberty 
37 e s cape f r o m the con f i ne s o f meta l by a d d i n g seduc ­
tive m e l o d i c twists o n t o the t h u m p i n g raw power of this 
their s e c o n d s ing le . CI 

EdJ 

Music Meetings 
The first meeting of term will be held 

at one-thirty in Felix on Monday. That 
should actually be today if you pick this up 
on the day of release. From then on, it will 
revert back to the usual time of one-thirty 
on a Friday. We look forward to seeing you 
all there. Thank you for your time. 

Jason and Dennis 
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Star Trek: insurrection * * * * 
Starring : Patrick Stewart, Johnathan Frakes, Brent Spiner, Michael Dorn, Levar Burton, Marina Sirtis 
Director: Johnathan Frakes 

Th e e t e rna l p r o b l e m that f a c e s 
every TV to f i lm t rans i t ion is h o w to 
m a k e you r m o v i e a p p e a l to b o t h 

av id fans a n d n e w c o m e r s a l ike . T o o 
m u c h r equ i r ed k n o w l e d g e (of charac ­
ters or p rev ious events ) wi l l a l i ena te t h e 
massess , whi ls t s tar t ing f r o m scratch wi l l 
result in dea th threats f r o m o b s e s s i v e 
fans. A n d the u l t imate e x a m p l e o f this 
d i c h o t o m y lies in every n e w Star Trek 
m o v i e . 

As a result. Insurrection a vo ids any 
requ i r ed k n o w l e d g e o f p r e v i o u s plot-
lines (unlike its predecessor . First Contact) 
a n d instead t h r o w s the in t rep id Enter­
pr ise c r e w upga ins t a n e w e n e m y , t h e 
Son ' a , o n a n e w w o r l d p o p u l a t e d by t h e 
p e a c e f u l B a k ' u (as ever , a l l Star Trek 
n a m e s have that fa int air o f s tup id i t y 
about them) . Consequent l y , all y o u really 
n e e d to k n o w is that the re ' s a b u n c h o f 
m e n and w o m e n , w h o fly a r o u n d the 
galaxy in a s p a c e s h i p ca l l ed t h e Enter­
prise, d o i n g g o o d a n d b e i n g brave . A n d 
surely e v e r y o n e in the W e s t e r n w o r l d 
k n o w s that? 

Insurrection is a lso a lot l ighter in 
tone than First Contact, t hanks to a lot o f 
tongue-in-cheek p l ay ing f r o m the cast 

( i n c l u d i n g o n e great s e q u e n c e w h e n 
Picard rescues Da ta by s i n g i n g Gi lbert & 
Sul l ivan). There ' s e v e n a f e w romant i c 
c n t a g l c m c n t s th is t i m e a r o u n d , w i t h 
Picard fa l l ing for o n e o f the ( seeming l y 
he lp less ) Bak 'u . 

What results is thus a g o o d o ld fash ­
i o n e d p iece o f Star Trek, b l e n d i n g act ion, 

adven tu re , r o m a n c e a n d pure f un , care­
fully con t ro l l ed by actor/director t rakes , 
w h o s e e m s to have a great s e n s e o f 
w h i c h bu t tons to p u s h . Thus, just w h e n 
the story s e e m s to b e b e c o m m i n g just a 
little t oo sen t imen ta l , he t h o w s in a g a g , 
a n d w h e n y o u b e g i n to wor r y that the 
the s i tuat ion isn't b e i n g t aken ser ious ly 

e n o u g h , a l o n g c o m e s a perfect ly cho re ­
o g r a p h e d ac t i on s c e n c e (and s o m e very 
n i ce e f fec ts ) t o put y o u back o n the 
e d g e o f you r seat. 

I ndeed , the plot itself s c r eams Star 
Trekal every turn. What other sci-fi adven ­
ture w o u l d s ee our he ros bat t l ing their 
o w n top-brass a n d a h i d e o u s race o f 
d y i n g a l iens , to protect a planet w h i c h 
h o l d s the key t o e te rna l youth? M o r e 
important ly , w h o e lse w o u l d m a n a g e to 
pull-off s u c h a ta le w i th any c r e d e n c e o f 
bel ievabi l i ty? But o f cou rse , in the Star 
Trek u n i v e r s e , that just r e p r e s e n t s 
ano the r day at t h e o f f i ce for the c r ew o f 
t h e Enterpr ise. 

As l o n g as you ' r e p repa red to accept 
the c h e e s y p h i l o s o p h y a n d mora l i s i ng 
that g o e s hand- in-hand w i t h G e n e 
Rodenberry ' s creat ion then you ' re a lmost 
certain to en joy Insurrection. First Contact 
it cer ta in ly isn't, a n d if y o u ' r e l o o k i n g for 
a s imi lar gritty, e f fec ts l aden ac t i one r 
t h e n l o o k e l s e w h e r e - Insurrection 
c h o o s e s to m ix a d e c e n t p lot , a f e w 
j o k e s a n d a very sixt ies live-and-let-live 
a t t i tude in w i th t h e al l-important ac t i on . 
Roll o n Star Trek 10. • 

Dave 

Enemy of the State * * * * 
Starring : Will Smith, Gene Hackman, Jon Voight, Jason Robards, Jamie Kennedy, Tom Sizemore 
Director: Tony Scott 

Satellite surveillance. Cool. Pretty useless when Its cloudy though. 

n the last f e w years, t h e n u m b e r o f 
g e n u i n e , sure-fire hit m o v i e s has 
slowly d w i n d l e d away . Just b e c a u s e 

your m o v i e has mass i ve a m o u n t s o f 
c o m p u t e r g e n e r a t e d e f fects , stars A rn i e 
or has a g a r g a n t u a n b u d g e t , y o u can 
no-longer b e g u a r a n t e e d to turn a hef ty 
profit. O n c e in a wh i l e , h o w e v e r , a 
mov i e wi l l still a p p e a r that has " b o x 
off ice g o l d " wr i t ten all over it - a n d 
Enemy of the State is a p r i m e e x a m p l e . 
Put toge the r Will Smi th , t h e star o f t h e 
b i g g e s t m o v i e s f r o m '96 a n d '97 
(Independence Day a n d Men in Black), 
a n d Jerry B ruckhe imer , t h e mos t lucra ­
tive p roduce r o f all t i m e (Con Air, The 
Rock, Armageddon, Crimson Tide, Top 
Gun....) a n d m a s s i v e a u d i e n c e s w i l l 
u n d o u b t e d l y c o m e your way . 

This t i m e a r o u n d , h o w e v e r , Bruck­
he imer has put away his py ro t e chn i c s 
and Smith has left his t r a d e m a r k c o m i c 
express ions and t i m i n g at h o m e . Instead, 
Enemy of the State is a high-class, h i g h ­
tech thriller, in the style o f sevent i es c o n ­
spiracy classics All the Presidents Men, 

The Parallax View a n d The Conversation. 
M o v i n g those paranoia-laden classics 

into the n ine t ies , Smi th is a lawyer w h o 
is t a rge t ed by N S A top-brass (Voight ) 
after unwi t t ing ly c o m i n g into possess ion 
o f a n incr iminat ing v ideo tape . C u e a pro­
c e s s i on o f a m a z i n g l y high-tech b u g g i n g 

e q u i p m e n t a n d e v e n sate l l i te su rve i l ­
l ance , as V o i g h t a t t e m p t s to d e s t r o y 
Smith 's r eputa t ion . All s e e m s lost unti l 
he lp arrives in the s h a p e o f f o r m e r NSA 
m a n Hackman . . . 

In ef fect , rather than the s tandard 
ser ies o f mass ive set-pieces, Enemy of 

the State is o n e l o n g chase , w h o s e pace 
never f lags thanks to fast edits a n d s o m e 
nea t c a m e r a e f f ec t s . M o r e o v e r , it's a 
chase that's m o r e cerebral than explosive 
- w i th Smi th a n d H a c k m a n cons tan t l y 
f o r c e d to th ink the i r w a y a r o u n d p r o b ­
lems (after all, y o u can hardly take o n the 
entire NSA in a g u n fight). This, o f course, 
puts a lot m o r e pressure t han no rma l o n 
Will Smi th ' s a c t i ng ta lents , yet h e c o m e s 
a w a y a b igge r star t han be fore , a v o i d i n g 
his usua l c h a r m a n d h u m o u r in favour of 
a per fec t ly b a l a n c e d rend i t i on o f a m a n 
w h o s e life is d i sso l v ing a r o u n d h i m . Plus, 
the re are very f e w p e o p l e in H o l l y w o o d 
w h o c an l o o k c o o l r u n n i n g t h r o u g h 
W a s h i n g t o n in rush-hour, w e a r i n g n o t h ­
i ng but a d r e s s i ng g o w n a n d a pair o f 
boxers . 

If y o u ' r e p r epa r ed to accep t the X-
fi les/Ol iver S tone consp i racy theory v i ew 
o f t h e w o r l d , a n d j o i n in w i th the para ­
no i a , t h e n you ' l l f i nd Enemy of the State 
is the k ind o f super io r ac t ion b lockbuster 
that w e ' v e all b e e n l o o k i n g for. Q 

Dave 
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The Apple * * * * 
Starring : Zahra Naderi, Massoumeh Naderi, Ghorbanali Naderi, Zahra Sagri 
Director: Samirah Makmalbaf 

Mo d e r n Day T e h r a n - t h e 
w o m e n o f a p o o r n e i g h b o u r ­
h o o d c o m p l a i n to t h e soc ia l 

workers a b o u t a father w h o k e e p s his 
t w o daugh te r s l o c k e d up in the h o u s e . 
The socia l w o r k e r s l ook into the case in 
response , a n d d i scover that the e ight 
year o l d tw ins , never h a v i n g b e e n ou t ­
s ide the i r o w n h o m e , b e h a v e in a very 
s t range way . Thus, their fa ther is to ld 
that he must let t h e m out if h e d o e s n ' t 
want t h e m put in a h o m e . F rom he re 
beg ins the paral le l story o f the girls in te ­
grat ion into soc ie ty a n d thei r fa thers 
s t rugg l e t o sat i s fy t h e o p p o s i n g 
d e m a n d s o f the soc ia l w o r k e r s a n d his 
ne i ghbou r s - w h o w a n t the girls to live a 
life ou ts ide the gates o f the i r h o m e -
and their b l ind m o t h e r - w h o is terr i f ied 
of her ch i l d ren b e i n g e x p o s e d t o w h a t 
l ies b e y o n d t h o s e ga tes . 

This is a h igh ly s ymbo l l i c f i lm a b o u t 
w o m e n ' s p o s i t i o n in I ranian soc i e t y . 
S ince the r e vo lu t i on in 1979 Iran has 
accep ted w o m e n ' s r ights t o e d u c a t i o n , 
w o r k a n d v o t i n g , a n d t h e r e f o r e s e e s 
w o m e n p lay ing a key ro le in everyday life 
( represented by the soc ia l w o r k e r s a n d 
the n e i g h b o u r s ) . H o w e v e r , t he r e is a 

Subtitles will appear here. 

r e m n a n t s t ream o f s t rong Islamic tradi ­
t i on , w h i c h still be l i e ves that w o m e n 
mus t be kept at h o m e until mar r iage , 
whi ls t soc ie ty is con t ro l l ed by m e n (the 
v i ews e x p r e s s e d by the girls parents) . A 
m a n w i th t rad i t iona l be l ie fs wi l l c o n s e ­
quen t l y try to o b e y the rules a n d his 
s e n s e o f du ty as a fa ther , but wi l l 
inevi tably run aga inst the m o d e r n t rend . 

B e y o n d this c lever and interest ing 
s y m b o l i s m , the f i lm f e a t u r e s a g o o d 
s ense o f h u m o u r ; a p p r o a c h i n g bo th the 
gradual emanc ipa t i on of the girls and the 

s u b s e q u e n t a c c e p t a n c e o f this n e w sit­
uat ion by their father in a very funny way. 
The characters a re i m m e d i a t e - u p o n 
their first w o r d s y o u w a r m to t h e m (even 
w h e n r e a d i n g the subtit les) . The s cenes 
are co lour fu l , e v en artistic (but a lways 
be l ievab le as a part of everyday life) - yet 
the d i rector is on ly c i g h t e e e n years o l d . 

Finally, apart f r om eve ry th ing e lse 
the f i lm has to offer , it is a w o n d e r f u l 
oppou r tun i t y to visit w a r m , dry Tehran 
whi ls t in co ld , we t L o n d o n . Q 

Natalia 

S e e P s y c h o & M e e t J o e B l a c k f o r f r e e w i t h t h e 

KENSINGTON 
O n e o f the mos t eager ly awa i t ed f i lms o f 
the year (if y o u don ' t coun t Star Wars) has 
to be G u s Van Sant 's c o p y o f the H i t ch ­
cock classic Psycho. Critically l a m b a s t e d 
wel l in a d v a n c e o f its re lease , V a n Sant 
has m a d e the b i zza r e d e c i s i o n to repro ­
duce the b leak 1960 thriller shot for shot. 
In other w o r d s , a lmos t every s c e n e wi l l 
look a n d fee l exact ly the s a m e - excep t 
for the add i t i on o f co lour a n d , o f course , 
an all star cast, f ea tu r i ng V i n c e V a u g h n , 
A n n e H e c h e a n d Ju l i anne M o o r e . 

So, w i l l it wo rk ? At p r e s e n t , w h o 
k n o w s - but y o u c o u l d have the c h a n c e 
to f ind out for free, by s imp ly a n s w e r i n g 
the f o l l o w i n g q u e s t i o n : 

Who played Norman Bates In the 
original movie? 

Next up is Meet Joe Black, w h i c h 
s e e s Brad Pitt cast as D e a t h . Leav ing 
scythe a n d c loak at h o m e , he de c i de s to 
c o m e to Earth to d iscover wha t b e i n g 
h u m a n is all abou t . He m o v e s in w i th 
about-to-be-deceased A n t h o n y Hopk ins , 
a n d (surprise surpr ise) falls in love w i th 
his daugh te r , Claire Forlani . 

Desp i t e the sl ight ly cheesy (if off­
beat ) p r em i se , Meet Joe Black has g o n e 
d o w n a s to rm w i th bo th the critics a n d 
US a u d i e n c e s , a n d t h e r e is talk o f 
i m p e n d i n g Osca r n o m i n a t i o n s . To see 
t h e m o v i e for f r ee - a n d p i ck up a 
p l e tho ra o f Joe Black re la ted m e r c h a n ­
d ise -just answe r this q u e s t i o n : 

In which recent movie did Brad Pitt 
play a German mountaineer? 

Thanks to those n ice p e o p l e at the 
O d e o n K e n s i n g t o n (you f r iend ly loca l 
c i n e m a ™ , s i tua ted at the far e n d o f 
Kens i ng ton H i g h Street), w e have five 
pairs of tickets to give away, plus a wea l th 
o f o t h e r g o o d i e s , i n c l u d i n g Psycho 
shower curtains and Meet joe Black paja­
mas . 

Email your answer to ei ther (or both) 
q u e s t i o n to film.felix® ic .ac.uk b e f o r e 
6 p m o n Tuesday to be in w i th a c h a n c e . 
W inne r s wi l l be d rawn at r a n d o m f rom 
the virtual hat. 

The w i n n e r s o f issue 1130's Dead 
Man's Curve, A Life Less Ordinary a n d 
The Game c o m p e t i t i o n s s h o u l d all have 
b e e n not i f ied by emai l - p lease d rop into 
the felix o f f i ce to col lect your pr izes . 

LA Confidential 
Universal ly a c c l a imed as o n e of the best 
f i lms o f the d e c a d e , LA Confidential is 
pe rhaps the most perfect ly m a d e f i lm 
noir o f the last forty years. 

It's a dark, t o u g h thril ler, that tells 
the " rea l " story o f 50's b o o m - t o w n LA, 
w h e r e the gangs te r s buy the DA over 
dr inks, a n d every o ther c o p is on the 
take. Its a t ime w h e n ce lebr i ty c o p s l ike 
Kevin Spaccy can m a k e a fortune, whilst 
g o o d - g u y s l ike G u y Pearce a re u s e d 
a n d a b u s e d by all a r o u n d t h e m . But, 
w h e n even t s c o n s p i r e to b r ing these 
t w o together , a l ongs ide v ic ious cop Rus­
sell C r o w e , n o t h i n g can prevent t h e m 
f r om f i n d i n g out the truth - no matter 
w h a t the cost . 

Cop Land 
After d o z e n s of fa lse starts, Sylvester 
S ta l lone f inal ly p roves to the w o r l d that 
h e really can act - a n d w i th H o l l y w o o d 
l egends Harvey Keitel , Ray Liotta, Robert 
D e N i ro o n sc reen a l ongs ide h im , that's 
n o m e a n feat. 

Cop Land is a n o t h e r b roody , hard-
n o s e d thril ler, b a s e d in a w o r l d of cor­
rupt c o p s a n d h igh-powered cover ups. 
Sly is the sher i f f o f a smal l N e w Jersey 
t o w n that m a n y N Y P D o f f i c e r s call 
h o m e , but his weak-wil led nature means 
that he s imp l y l ooks after the men ia l 
po l i ce tasks, w h i l e the res idents break 
the law as they s ee fit. Howeve r , the 
arr ival o f d e N i r o , i n v e s t i g a t i n g the 
cover-up o f a susp i c i ous dea th , results 
in S ta l lone 's d e c i s i o n to f ind out the 
truth for h imse l f . 

The Jackal 
R e m a k i n g The Day of the Jackal w i th 
Bruce Wil l is a n d Richard Ge re p robab ly 
s e e m e d l ike a really g o o d i d e a at the 
t ime, but thanks to a strange re-working 
of the plot, w h i c h e s chews act ing, direct­
ing and even moral i ty in favour of explo­
s ions a n d h i lar ious ly crap d i sgu i ses . 

Wil l is is the e p o n y m o u s Jackal, an 
assass in that no-one c an ident i fy w h o 
has b e e n e m p l o y e d to kill a high-rank­
i ng m e m b e r o f the US g o v e r n m e n t . 
R ichard G e r e is the conv i c t ed IRA ter­
rorist w h o p r o m i s e s to he lp track h i m 
d o w n , in return for his f r e e d o m , f r o m 
the re o n , the predictabi l i ty mete r g o e s 
of f the sca le . • 

Dave 

http://ic.ac.uk
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Half-life (PC) 
Sierra • • • • • 

Phew, fa i l ing to get into the Chr i s tmas 
ed i t ion m e a n s that I can miss ou t t h e 
o b v i o u s 'C racker ' a n d ' S l e i g h i n g t h e 
o p p o s i t i o n ' p u n s . If y o u o w n a semi-
decent PC m a c h i n e a n d have not p layed 
or bough t the g a m e then y o u have m a n ­
a g e d to miss o n e o f the m o s t bri l l iantly 
u n d e r h y p e d a n d unde r s t a t ed g a m e s . 

The g a m e s c o m m u n i t y m igh t have 
raved a b o u t it, but that 's b e e n the e n d 
o f it. Pe rhaps it's the rather unsexy m a l e 
lead character - a pos tdoc Physics wo rke r 
has not really sent the popu la r press Into 
a s p i n in t h e s a m e w a y that a l a rge 

b reas ted h e r o i n e might . C o u l d it b e the 
co ld c l in ica l lab e n v i r o n m e n t that the 
lead character has to f ight his way out of 
f o l l o w i n g a spectacu lar ly c r o c k e d exper ­
iment? A b l o w n fuse in lab e q u i p m e n t or 
a d o d g y test p r o b e has n o t h i n g o n m a n ­
a g i n g to o p e n d i m e n s i o n a l porta ls to 
other wo r lds b r i m m i n g w i th harmfu l and 
horr i f ic c reatures . Is it the fact that mos t 
o f the tab lo id rev iewers w e r e not ab le to 
c o p e w i th the in t roduc t ion s e q u e n c e ? 
There is n o s imp l e v i d e o in t roduc t ion in 
this g a m e as you wande r a long , travell ing 
to the lab c o m p l e x o n the mono ra i l pick­

i ng up the rather usefu l 
h a z a r d sui t . The suit 
m a n a g e s to d o u b l e as 
a p ro t e c t i v e layer 
b e t w e e n the n ice , soft, 
but easily c rump led soft 
bits i n s i d e a n d t h e 
harsh al ien 'eat h u m a n ' 
w o r l d ou t s ide . Or is it 
the s l ight ly d i s t u r b i n g 
w a y the he ro hand les a 
c rowba r ? So for the 
popu l a r press to like it 
t h e y n e e d a l a rge 
b r e a s t e d lawyer , or 

journal is t , w h o batt les 
t h r o u g h an easy-on-
the-eye off ice comp lex 
i n t r oduced us i ng full 
m o t i o n v i d e o or a n i ­
ma t i on , oh yeah a n d 
her c rowbar ac t ion is 
less frantic. 

But d e s p i t e t h e 
lack of popu la r press 
s u p p o r t a n d IV, C i n ­
e m a and Bil lboard ads, 
it has b e e n o n e o f the b i g hits o f the 
Chr i s tmas s e a s o n pure ly b e c a u s e it is 
just an excel lent g a m e . Tak ing the q u a k e 
2 g raph ics e n g i n e , a n d bo l t i ng to it a 
story l ine and s o m e qui te clever A l , Valve 
has t aken the s h o o t i n g g a m e ano the r 
step fo rward . 

Graphica l l y a n d sonica l ly the g a m e 
hasn't m o v e d the g e n r e fo rward t o o far. 
The s o o t h i n g vo i ce o f the haza rd suit 
w a r n i n g sys tem is a n ice t o u c h , a n d the 
in t roduc t ion of mus i c to e m p h a s i s e d a n ­
ger or exc i tement gives the g a m e a m o r e 
f i lm like t o u c h . The Al o f the characters 
f o u n d in the g a m e , bo th f r iend ly a n d 
host i le , a lso he lps re in force the m o v i e 
exper ience . Talk to s o m e of the scientists 

a n d secur i ty gua rds a n d they'l l f o l l ow for 
a wh i l e . The secur i ty guards carry s o m e 
f i r epower o f their o w n w h i c h def in i te ly 
is an a d v a n t a g e , w h i l e the s c i ence staff 
he lp out by o p e n i n g doo r s a n d k e e p i n g 
y o u up to s p e e d o n the story l ine. The 
e n e m i e s a l so react to your ac t ions . N o 
m o r e wi l l t he e n e m i e s p e r f o r m suic idal 
runs at the player. L n e m y grunts wil l try 
to clear the a r ea by l o b b i n g g r e n a d e s 
rather than r u n n i n g into a m b u s h e s . If 
they ge t e x p o s e d to s u p p r e s s i o n fire 
they wi l l run a n d h ide . It is just a very 
g o o d 3 D first p e r s o n s h o o t i n g g a m e . 
Let's h o p e that Va lve get to w o r k o n 
m o r e o f t hese . 

Gary S. 

Western Front (PC) Links LS '99 (PC) 
Talonsoft 

Talonsoft are the masters o f hex b a s e d 
w a r g a m e s for the PC, w i th the i r Battle­
g round series, N o r m Koger 's Opera t iona l 
Art of War and Eastern Front (a w o r l d war 
II c ampa ign ) . Their latest re lease . West ­
ern Front, is ef fect ive ly Eastern Front but 
shi f ted west a f e w h u n d r e d mi les . You 
can play any o n e o f a h u g e ser ies o f his­
tor ical ly a c cu r a t e s c e n a r i o s in t h e W. 
E u r o p e a n , M e d i t e r r a n e a n or N o r t h 
Afr ican theatres , or as a c a m p a i g n o f 
in te r lock ing scenar ios . 

As e x p e c t e d , e ve r y th ing is de ta i l ed 
to an inc red ib le d e g r e e o f accuracy . The 
scale o f the g a m e is a r o u n d bat ta l ion 
level - y o u don ' t d e c i d e the strategy for 
the w h o l e o f the A l l i ed fo r ces for e x a m ­
ple, but are invo l ved in smal l sca le skir­

m i s h e s a n d bat t les . 
There is a large, we l l 
m a s s i v e , n u m b e r o f 
uni ts , w h i c h all p lay 
realistically. O f course , 
I don ' t k n o w h o w real­
istic this is as I a m not 
a WW2 v e t e r a n , but 
there is no point w h e r e 
you scream at the c o m ­
puter after an unreal is ­
tic battle result. There is 
a lot to appea l to d ie ­
ha rd w a r g a m e r s , but 
there is also s o m e t h i n g 

in he re for e v e r y o n e (we l l ' a lmost every­
o n e . O r m o r e accurate ly - m o r e than 
c o u l d be e x p e c t e d g i ven the nature o f 
the g a m e ) . It d o e s not take l o n g to get 
in to it, espec ia l l y as the scenar ios are all 
g r a d e d . The t r a in ing m iss ions are qu i te 
s imp l e a n d get y o u to use your units 
inte l l igent ly a n d as a t e a m - rather than 
a l l o w i n g the e n e m y to pick t h e m of f 
o n e by o n e . 

The p resen ta t i on , espec ia l l y for this 
type o f g a m e , is ex t reme ly g o o d . The 
m u s i c is a t m o s p h e r i c and qu i te exc i t ing 
w h e n p layed l o u d . The graphics are a lso 
very g o o d and clear. This is certainly o n e 
of the best w a r g a m e s ava i lable . H igh ly 
r e c o m m e n d e d . 

OVt 

Access • •*• 

lliriltlli 

In the wor ld of the Go l f S imulator the var­
ious make rs all a i m their g a m e s at dif­
ferent e n d s of the se r ious s i m u l a t i o n 
s p e c t r u m . At o n e e n d there is the j okey 
Sens ib le G o l f s imu la t i on , in the m i d d l e 
is the sl ightly m o r e se r ious A c t u a G o l f 3, 
d e s i g n e d for the PSX market a n d a g e n ­
tle introduct ion for the casual user. In the 
hard user c o r n e r is de f in i t e l y Acces s ' 
Links LS 99. 

Here is a g a m e that takes itself so 
very ser iously . There are three d i f fe rent 
ways to use the m o u s e to w h a c k the lit­
tle virtual ball a l o n g the g reen grass stuff. 
There is e v e n a con t ro l m e t h o d that 
invo lves ro l l ing the m o u s e in a p re t end 
sw ing . It is a g a m e that a l lows the screen 
reso lu t ion to be so h i g h that on ly the 
f inest qual i ty s c reens f r o m Y o k o h a m a 
a n d t h e k e e n e s t v i d e o c a rds f r o m 
M u n i c h can h a n d l e it w i thou t b r e a k i n g 
into tears. What w c have he re is a very 

se r ious Go l f g a m e for the very ser iously 
rich Gol fer . But don't let that put you off, 
there are a m a z i n g l y a f e w f u n features 
- we l l f u n for Golf . C o m p e t e in a tour­
n a m e n t a n d c r o w d s wi l l chee r y o u o n , 
all w h i l e the occas i ona l ba l l oon or jet 
f l ies into v iew. M i s s a shot a n d try to get 
your c o m p u t e r player to swear . All pos ­
sibly c l ean f u n . but is it really all that 
en joyab l e ? 

D e e p w i th in Felix Towers LS '99 was 
insta l led in an a t t empt to prevent Christ­
m a s bu rnou t occu r r i ng a m o n g the crack 
t e a m of wr i ters . Us success is m e a s u r e d 
in h u m a n lives saved f r om m a d n e s s a n d 
b e d l a m . The N e w s t e a m has repor ted 
that e v e n the Arts Ed was s e e n try ing to 
get d u g in to t h e s a n d y St A n d r e w s ' 
bunke r s . So thanks to Access and Links 
LS '99 Felix can pub l i sh aga in , wha t bet­
ter r e c o m m e n d a t i o n than that can w e 
g ive . 

Gary S. 
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Star wars - Rogue Squadron (PC) 
LucasArts 

O n c e u p o n a t ime o n a g a m e s c o n s o l e 
not that far a w a y a LucasAr t s g a m e 
attempted to extend the Star Wars l icense 
into the w o r l d o f 3 D shoot-em-ups. T h e 
g a m e . S h a d o w s o f the Empi re , h a d a n 
excel lent start. S n o w s p e e d e r s f i r ing at a 
ser ies o f p robes , s cou t s a n d t ransports , 
w i th b o n u s e s for b r i n g i n g t h e m d o w n 
w i th T o w cab l e s a n d h a r p o o n s rather 
than s h o o t i n g t h e m to bits . U n f o r t u ­
nately the g a m e had a dark s ide , a rather 
poor and annoy ing l y f rustrat ing ser ies o f 
s ingle pe r son s tages w h e r e o n e mis take 
w o u l d force y o u back to restart the w h o l e 
10 m i n u t e leve l . 

S o m e o n e back at LucasArts had obv i ­
ous l y b e e n l i s t e n i n g to t h e c r i es o f 

a n g u i s h f r o m t h e p o o r to r tu red sou l s 
a n d d e c i d e d to take all o f the f l y ing e le ­
men t s , mix a bit of 3 D card l i g h t s ide of 
t h e f o r c e ' m a g i c a n d r e l e a se R o g u e 
S q u a d r o n . R o g u e S q u a d r o n is not g o i n g 
to g ive any o f the secrets f r o m the up 
a n d c o m i n g 'Chapter O n e ' f i lm as it is set 
just a f te r t h e D e a t h Star go t its just 
deser t s a n d b e f o r e the Empi re struck 
back . Y o u ge t t o play Luke w h o t o g e t h e r 
w i th W e d g e Ant i l les has just set up a n 
elite s q u a d r o n w h o get to take on all the 
nasty a n d diff icult miss ions . M i s s i ons that 
wil l involve y o u f ly ing the classic Y-wings, 
X-wings, A-wings a n d S n o w S p e e d e r s 
a l o n g w i th a very fast a n d very easy to 
crash V-Wing. 

This g a m e is not a n 
X-wing, Tie-fighter or X 
vs Tie g a m e . Pretty 
m u c h all o f t h e mis ­
s i o n s take p l a ce ve ry 
c l o s e to t h e g r o u n d 
a n d e x p e c t i n g a n i c e 
soft l a n d i n g is not at all 
part o f the g a m e p lan . 
So attack your targets 
f r o m as near the 

g r o u n d as p o s s i b l e by all 
m e a n s , but try not to leave 
bits o f you r craft b e h i n d . 
A n o t h e r c h a n g e is the stan­
dard c a m e r a a n g l e ; it 's p o s i ­
t i o n e d just b e h i n d the craft 
a n d a l t h o u g h s o m e o f y o u 
migh t sw i t ch t o t h e in terna l 
v i ew c a m e r a immed ia te l y it is 
not all that c lever a n i dea as the g r o u n d 
f r o m the internal v i e w rushes in to v i e w 
a little t o o quickly . 

So apart f rom fee l ing like an arcade or 
-pardon my w o r d s - a conso le g a m e , h o w 
g o o d actually is it? Wel l the graphics wi th 
a decen t 3 Dfx card a n d a pretty p o o r 
p rocessor are very impress i ve . It's not 
quite the 'float my boat ' level that War-
g a s m m a n a g e d to pour into m y eyes but 
it passed the f l inch test -1 leant into most 
o f the turns. The s o u n d is a lso fairly - we l l 
h o w else can it be descr ibed - s o u n d : A 
J ohn Wi l l iams der i ved CD e t ched by a 
scr ies o f e n g i n e , g u n and missi le sounds . 
The actual g a m e play is g o o d - shoot , mis­
sile (gu ided, t h o u g h usually ungu ided ) , 
e v en tang le your e n e m i e s wi th the he lp 
of the c o m p u t e r c o n t r o l l e d w i n g m e n 

before they m a n a g e to kill y ou or stop your 
object ives b e i n g comp l e t ed . Ihe prob lem 
is that it all starts to get a bit predictable and 
samey . Perhaps they m a k e it a little bit 
m o r e difficult by p lac ing you in a s n o w 
speeder rather than a proper fighter as you 
a t tempt to take o n e n e m y f ighters, but 
they a rc still e n e m y fighters fo l l ow ing the 
same predictable path with little in the way 
o f evas ive m a n o e u v r i n g . It is a n A l prob­
l em a n d w h e n p layed next to s o m e t h i n g 
like Half-life a very obv ious p rob l em. Still 
if y o u l oved I n c o m i n g f r o m last s u m m e r 
or 3D flight A rcade g a m e s it will entertain 
for m a n y hours as the levels b e c o m e pro­
gressively m o r e difficult. Star Wars obses-
sives will have probably already comple ted 
it over Chr istmas. 

Gary 5. 

Turok 2 - Seeds of Evil (N64) 
Acclaim 

A n o t h e r s e q u e l o f a g a m e l a u n c h e d at 
the d a w n o f the N64 . Tu rok : D inosau r 
Hunter w a s t h e t o p d o g o f t h e c o n s o l e 
3D first p e r s o n s h o o t e r for ages . O n l y 
O o l d e n e y e m a n a g e d to m a t c h a n d beat 
it in the eye c a n d y s takes . T u r o k 2 is 
a t t empt i ng to take this m a n t l e back. 

I his t i m e Turok is back he lp ­
ing h u m a n i t y by f i gh t i ng intel l i ­
gent D inosaurs and their masters 
wh i l e p r e ven t i ng the o p e n i n g o f B a d i m e n s i o n a l p r i s o n , w h i c h 
s h o u l d it o p e n w o u l d w i p e our 
un ive rse out - o h we l l I s u p p o s e 
t w o d e c e n t story l ines in a w e e k 
w o u l d b e spo i l i ng m e . Turok has 
m a n a g e d to get his h a n d s o n 
s o m e n i ce w e a p o n r y i n c l u d i n g 
t h e ce rebra l bo re - a w e a p o n 
that h o m e s o n to a b a d d ino ' s 

h e a d a n d d o c s a n i c e j o b in instant 
t r e p a n n i n g - n i ce . As we l l as a s ing le 
p e r s o n g a m e they have a l so i n c l u d e d a 
mul t ip layer o p t i o n w h i c h d iv ides the TV 
s c r een into ha lves a n d quarters m u c h in 
t h e s a m e w a y as G o l d e n e y c . Un fo r tu ­
nate ly t h e mu l t ip l aye r a n d the s ing l e 

player are not as g o o d as they 
s h o u l d be . The first g r ipe is 
the cont ro l m e t h o d . This ab i l ­
ity to l o o k up , d o w n a n d 
a r o u n d at the s a m e t ime as 
r u n n i n g fo rwa rd , backwa rds 
a n d s ideways is all f ine a n d 
d a n d y excep t that the n u m ­
ber o f keys n e e d e d to d o so 
starts to requ i re f inger g y m ­
nastics o f Olympic w i n n i n g qual i ty. The 
mul t ip layer g a m e s b e c o m e a m a s s o f 
exp le t i v es , m o s t o f t h e m c o n c e r n i n g 
'what key d o e s that ' a n d ' h o w c lose they 
w e r e w h e n it d id th is ' . A l so w i thou t the 
R A M pack the g raph i cs a rc not a h u g e 
step fo rwa rd , the bu i l d ings a p p e a r i n g 
very 2 D w h e n c lose up . In a Chr i s tmas 
expe r imen t u s i n g four s tuden ts it w a s 
only five g a m e s be fo re the cerebra l bore 

b e c a m e b o r i n g a n d a potent ia l upr i s ing 
w a s q u e l l e d u s i n g f resh dr inks and m u l ­
tiplayer G o l d e n e y e - w h o e v e r says Christ­
m a s is a t ime of p e a c e w a s not present . 

A year or so later a n d w h a t have w e 
got - not all that m u c h of an improve ­
m e n t really. No t as m u c h fun as G o l d ­
e n e y e a n d not as i nvo l v i ng as Ze lda. . .oh 
we l l p e r h a p s Turok 3 m igh t b e better. 

GaryS. 

New Year News 
Lara on your back 

In her b i d t o t ake over t h e w o r l d on l y current ly s u r p a s s e d by t h e V i rg in tra in c o n ­
troller, Richard Branson, Lara has t aken t ime of f f r o m exp lo r ing and l aunched a range 
o f c l o t h i n g a n d accesso r i e s . Every th ing f r o m sk inny T-Shirts to Dress ing-gowns can 
be p u r c h a s e d over the net a n d v i a the i r 24-hour credit card ho t l i ne . (Lara herse l f 
answers f r o m 5 p m - 9am) . 

So it is t rue . You c an have Lara o n your back, w r a p p e d r o u n d your wrist, aga inst 
your n a k e d s k i a . o o h err p e r h a p s I s h o u l d just s top n o w . 

iMac notebook ? (possibly maybe, probably yes) 
f o l l o w i n g o n f r o m their f o r m over f unc t i on runaway suc ces s in t h e i M a c (wh i ch wi l l 
s o o n c o m e in a ser ies o f five d i f fe rent co lou r s - t ange r i ne m o u s e w i th p u c e m o n i ­
tor case anyone? ) , the A p p l e press are gent l y h y p i n g the i M a c sty led por tab le - w h i c h 
is r u m o u r e d to be ca l l ed W e b M a t e . All this desp i t e A p p l e not g i v i n g it a s h o w i n g at 
the M a c W o r l d expo . K n o w i n g A p p l e , expec t it to l ook s imula r to the o l d e M a t c , w i th 
a clam-shel l c ase a n d a re l ease da te s o m e t i m e b e f o r e June/July ( t h o u g h if they start 
to d o these in t ange r i ne it m igh t l e ad to severa l fash ion-rage murders ) . 
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HENRI CARTIER-BRESSON: ELSEWHERE 
PHOTOGRAPHS FROM THE AMERICAS AND ASIA 
Canon Photography Gallery, Victoria and Albert Museum 

I n an a n e c d o t e Henr i Cart ier-Bresson 
recalls h o w he c o n s u l t e d a f o r t une ­
teller at the t ende r a g e o f e i g h t e e n . 

The c la irvoyant a c c u ­
rately p red ic ted m a n y 
facts a b o u t his l i fe 
w i th the e x c e p t i o n o f 
a s ing le detai l - fore ­
c a s t i ng a n u n t i m e l y 
death . H e actual ly ce l ­
ebrated his 90th birth­
day last year ! A s a 
tribute to this most d i s t i ngu i shed o f pho­
tographers , a series o f events w a s s c h e d 

"Taking photographs 
is to place the head, 
eye and heart in the 
same line of sight." 

u l ed in 1998 to d isp lay 
the h igh l ights of his pro-
ific career . 

The exh ib i t ion at the 
V&A, w h i c h c o n c l u d e s 
the c o m m e m o r a t i v e pro­
g r a m , c o m p l e m e n t s the 
p resen ta t i on turopeans 
prev ious ly s h o w n at the 
Hayward Gal lery. As the 
title sugges t s , Elsewhere 
f o cuses o n i m a g e s f r om 
the A m e r i c a n con t i nen t 
( M e x i c o , t h e U S A a n d 
Canada ) a n d As i a (India, 

Sri Lanka, C h i n a , I ndones i a a n d Japan). 
The co l l e c t i on o f 50 prints w a s se l e c t ed 
by the p h o t o g r a p h e r h imse l f f r o m the 

m u s e u m ' s arch ive . 
Henri Cartier-Bres­

s o n t rave l l ed e x t e n ­
s i ve ly a n d w a s a 
p ionee r in the f ie ld of 
pho to jou rna l i sm , wit ­
n e s s i n g dec i s i ve his­
tor i ca l a n d po l i t i ca l 
m o m e n t s s u c h as 

G a n d h i ' s funera l or the K u o m i n t a n g gov ­
e r n m e n t ' s d e m i s e . He also d o c u m e n t e d 

the s t rugg le for i n d e p e n d e n c e in for ­
m e r c o l o n i e s . H o w e v e r his u l t imate a i m 
w a s not the impar ­
tiality o f a reporter , 
but t h e sub j e c t i v e 
in terpreta t ion o f an 
artist. His pe r cep t i on 
o f the Un i t ed States 
in 1947 for ins tance 
is part icularly severe 
a n d crit ical; pe rhaps 
unsurpr is ing cons ide r i ng his socialist t en ­
denc i es . He w a s d e s c r i b e d as a "p issed-
off pho tographer l ook ing at the results of 
post-McCar thy cap i t a l i sm" . 

W i t h t h e cur ios i t y . . 
o f an e t h n o g r a p h e r , »] 
Cartier-Bresson explores 
cu l tu ra l a n d r e l i g i o u s 
diversity, e s t ab l i sh ing a , 
f a s c i n a t i n g i l l us t r a ted 
c h r o n i c l e o f the 20th 
cen tu ry . T h r o u g h t h e 
m a g i c a l i n t e rp l ay o f 
s h a d o w s a n d re f l e c ­
t i ons , e a c h portra i t is 
s tunn ing l y v ibrant . The 
n o s t a l g i c b l a ck a n d 
w h i t e i m a g e s capt ivate 

"Photography is a spon­
taneous impulse which 
captures the moment 

and its eternity." 

the v i ewe r w i th their excep t iona l quality. 
The insp i ra t iona l prints are visual ly pow ­

e r fu l , o f t e n e m o ­
t iona l l y c h a r g e d . In 
short , this exh ib i t ion 
is e n c h a n t i n g . 

Helena 

Unt i l 12th Apri l 

Nea res t t u b e : Sou th K e n s i n g t o n 
A d m i s s i o n : FRLL- to s tuden ts 
O p e n i n g h o u r s : da i l y 1 0 a m - 5 .45pm 
( M o n d a y s f r o m 12pm) 

SILVER AND SYRUP: SELECTIONS FROM THE HISTORY OF 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
Canon Photography Gallery, Victoria and Albert Museum 

a n d topics range f r om sent imenta l s tud io 
portraits to l andscapes , f r o m g l a m o r o u s 
ce lebr i ty p ic tures to provoca t i ve f a sh ion 
sho ts (Kate Moss with Croissant and Fag 
sp r ings to m ind ) , f r o m abstract c o m p o ­
s i t ions to realist r epor tages . The p ic ture 
o f t w o s t u d e n t s s e m i - c o n s c i o u s o n a 
so f a after a night at the un ion will a lmost 
ce r t a in l y c o n j u r e up f o n d m e m o r i e s . 
Each skil led c o m p o s i t i o n is brought to life 
by its d y n a m i c texture . "A p h o t o g r a p h is 
not an acc iden t - it is a concep t . " 

Dovlma and the Elephants, 1955, 
Avedon 

This t empora r y instal lat ion is a s h o w ­
case for the V&A's c o m p r e h e n s i v e 
assor tment o f p h o t o g r a p h s , f launt ­

i ng t h e h i g h l i g h t s o f its a c c l a i m e d 
300,000-strong co l l e c t i on . I e x p e c t e d the 
lack of c o h e r e n c e b e t w e e n the m i s c e l ­
l aneous p ic tures to b e the exh ib i t i on ' s 
downfa l l , but the p h e n o m e n a l diversi ty 
actually turned out to be a re f resh ing a n d 
s t imula t ing asset. The con t r a s t i ng styles 

f ind the poet ry in train stat ions, the w a y 
their fa thers f o u n d t h e poet ry in forests 
a n d rivers." 

Helena 

Unt i l A u g u s t 

Nea res t t u b e : Sou th Kens i ng ton 
A d m i s s i o n : EREE to s tuden t s 
O p e n i n g h o u r s : da i l y 1 0 a m - 5 .45pm 
( M o n d a y s f r o m 12pm) 

Milk Drop Coronet, 1957, Dr Edgerton 

Obsessive Behaviour, 1996, Rankin 

Sugar and Syrup i n c l udes i m a g e s by 
a var iety o f in te rnat iona l p h o t o g r a p h e r s 
w o r k i n g b e t w e e n 1845 to 1998, app l y i ng 
a variety o f t rad i t iona l as we l l as u n c o n ­
ven t iona l t e c h n i q u e s (cyanotypes , stere­
ographs a n d photograms) . The exhib i t ion 
exp lo res the evo lu t i on o f the m e d i u m 
t h r o u g h o u t the century in a n a t tempt to 
prove its o v e r w h e l m i n g s ign i f i cance as a 
c o n t e m p o r a r y f o r m o f art. As the au tho r 
Emil Z o l a e x p l a i n e d , " O u r artists have to 

The Return After Three Days, 1865, 
Cameron 
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horoscopes 6y Nana 
your Stars for 1999 

Aries 21 March - 20 April 

K T s I 
f t i ona l 

The au ra 
spirit r 
organ i 
Wands sugges t s I 
ent surges o f actr 
p r o d u c e the e x p e 
there fore a reasse: 

fusion. 
*n la l ! 

y n d i n g y o u r 
s in you r 
t i gh t o f 

it desp i t e t h e appar-
', your ef forts fail to 
d results. C o n s i d e r 
ent o f priorit ies, as 

this year is l iable t c f b e a n eye-opener . 

Taurus 21 April - 21 May 

Dwe l l i ng o n K i s s e d opr jpr tun i t ies is a 
fut i le e x e r c i s t c o u n t e l l c t e d by the 
favourab le T h r l ^ ^ ^ r f d s . Ban ish t h e 
n a g g i n g traces j p r S g r e l i & o m your m i n d 
a n d concen t r a t e i n s t e a d l m t h e rea l isa ­
t ion o f c r e a t i v i projects , l i c e t h e future 
wi th o p l i m i s n r n b r o a d e d f o u r h o r i z o n s , 
extracting lessons f r o m past exper iences . 

Gemini 22 May - 21 June 

In 
Knight 3 
t ende r a f fect f 
you r t e n d e n 
rather than ap 
invariably l e a 
interpret 

s e n s u a l 
p Q f c r a v i n g for 
e h o w e v e r o f 

ilge In f an t a s y 
no t i ons , w h i c h 
f o r tuna te mis-

" y s k e e p 
your feet f i rmly o n the g r o u n d . 

Cancer 22 June - 22 July 

S top b u r y i n g you r h e a d in t h e s a n d . 
There is no po int fn i i E n d i n g that your 
p e r s o n r f t f e is a b a t o f r o s e s j t o u r bas ic 

to c o n ^ B n i c a t e ^ t e e n c h a n U p g M a g i -
c ian di v e t o p s . i.'i ..^uiaf ski l ls , but 
r e m e m b e r to Dc srnTcrc a n d not beat 
a r o u n d the b u s h . 

Libra 23 September - 23 October 

The excess ive predictabi l i ty o f you r dai ly 
rout ine , reveale '<j bvthe . resistant Four of 
Pentac les a p p e a l ' n a s sunno >nl\ after 
a d a m a o i n g p f ' i i n i i ( ) | e m o t i o n a l tu rmo i l 
or instability. O n c e recovered , search for 

o f repet i t ion I h i o u i auti ' >n I I h e w i n d 
a n d en joy life in the fast lane. 

Scorpio 24 October - 22 November 

Awa i t . a dist inct i m p r o v e m e n t of c i r cum­
s t a n c e s ^ your p r o b l e m s dis integrate in 
c o n j u n i t i | n w f f | b Q p f j ( . i a t f | j | | b t a r y 
al l iances fcrnc m b c r t h it tod ly's worr ies 
a lways i v a p o r a t e llk» pudd l e s b\ tomor-
row. T b g c a r e f r e * Foo l h igh l ights your 
s p o n t a n e i t y and ' " e n t h u s i a s m , as y o u 
unt i e the r i bbons o f 1999. 

Sagittarius 23 November-23 December 

C o n c e r n e d by p ro f e s s i ona l p rospec ts , 
your t hough t s are cont inua l ly i i i . u i ' isocl 
in career o n e f w i d objc e.Uygi ffcweve r 
the l ea rn ing process , t n c l i n t e d by the 
s tud ious Pa p f l f u p s p rov ides a c o n ­
structs, u f o e «1.11ion on l y w h e n com-
b i n e d " ' w i t h p e r i o d s o f p r o l o n g e d 
re laxat ion a n d savou red e n j o y m e n t . 

Capricorn 24 December - 20 January 

A n u n e x p e c t e d turn 
y o u s m i l i n g l ike t h e | 
canary j 
Sun sign" 
ual ly co rned 
d i s a p p o i n t m ? 
b e boun t i f u l i f ' y o u : 
a n d i m a g i n a t i o n . 

gn ts leaves 
t a te t h e 

h e radiant 
§ y o u grad-

: ai lures or 
b m i s e s to 
r initiative 

Leo 23 July - 23 August 

Troub led by a 
attempt an o v 
never later th. 
pared to 
gise. Hot 
by the i r1|ulge 
unfavourab le 
ber ' your a n n u a l pol icy . 

Aquarius 21 January -18 February 

d i spu te , y o u Const ruc t i ve cr i t ic ism, s u g g e s t e d by the 
nc i l i a t ion . It's 
t, so b e pre-

d e a n d apo lo-
harity, revea led 

dist inct ly 
t r emem-

aggrc ssi\i 1 i l l ic i t o f 1 vont > i IIUC mime •-

a n d rc s o u r e d e l i t t i 'ud p i n reward ­
i n g in the fu l f i lment of in t imate a m b i ­
t ions . 

yirgo 24 August - 22 September Tisces 19 February - 20 March 

Beware of hasty decisions j 
a critic 
pensive 
for reflect! 
template yc||r varie 
ence the Paint 
through the rain, so concShtratef? 
term benefits. 

The r e s t o ^ ^ j n f l u e n c e i it S j H H t h heals 
the t ende r w&Uf ids of insecurity, so trust 
your g u i d i n g i n l j p c t s -Jfituitive h u n c h e s 
are f requent tv a c n i r a t e Innova t ion is 
def in i te ly in the an then lo re resist the 
tempta t ion to Inject the obsen i or unfa ­
miliar. Lxpfore instead the u T O S r t e d ter­
r itories o f your identity. 

CRYPTIC CROSSWORD 
by Gnat C h u m 

Across 

I Ho t air o n ches t o f d r a w e r s cuts 
l o c k s . 0 1 ) 

9 State of a laboratory and a mother . ! 7 
10 Fish in p ie mix b loomer . (7 ) 
I I Tenor, pe rhaps hits scorer maybe?(9) 
12 U n h a p p y a n d qu ie t , t u c k e d in to 

suet.(5) 
13 Turns a r r anged thus o n the back o f 

a Da r tmoor hill.(4) 
14 C o o k e d e g g in bo i l i ng water a b o u t 

right aga in a n d got to ld off.(10) 
15 M i n d l e s s fo l l owe r t h r o w s in cards 

for pens. (10) 
19 Co ld snacks are o n e sh i l l ing ou t s ide 

the church. (4) 
21 Dol l has right to be amis ing. (5 ) 
22 M e m b e r is j o i n e d m i s s i n g final.(9) 
24 Several c o n d u c t o r s tie a rms in c o u n ­

terpoint. (7) 
25 Integral chee r for fascists?(7) 
26 M o r e or less has beer t o u t . 0 1 ) 

Down 

) 2 

3 
4 
5 

Stressful t i m e is a s e c o n d ' s w a r m t h . 
(4,2,3,6) 
First irate reac t ion at Qatar ' s insur-
g e n c e f r o m M i d d l e East.(5) 
Conscr ip t s o u n d s breezy?(7) 
Ruler for pengu ins . (7 ) 
A m e r i c a n tests M s T h u r m a n - cou ld 
be juicy?(7) 

6 Circles a l terat ions f r om her hag 's g in 
chest.(5.3,7) 

7 Can c h u r c h have right to give dis­
ease?) 6) 

8 S p o u t e d b e l o w editor.(6) 
15 So d o my sex act!(6) 
16 Smal l f e m a l e friend?(7) 
17 Whi t i sh glass has no f r iend in the 

East.(7) 
18 Pr incess 's turban has no article to 

disorganise . (7 ) 
20 Sou th park in l l a m p s t e a d conta ins 

knife.(6) 
23 G r e e k i s l and c o m p a n y r i p p e d up 

fur.(5) 

Answers to 1130 

Across : 4. Insurrect ion 9. Imitat ion 
10. O m e n 13. Ass is ts 14. M o i t i e s 
15. Ba ted 17. J anus 18. C a r t o o n 
20 Pyretic 22. Debt-col lector 24. A e r o ­
d r o m e 25. Incl ined 27. Pewit 28. Surren­
d e r e d 31 . Char t 32. T u r n o v e r 
33. M e d a l l i o n 34. M u l t i p l i c a b l e 
38. I nmates 40 . H a r p o o n 42 . S w u n g 
43 . O n i o n 45 . P l e c t r u m 46. C r e v i c e 
48. Sari 49. Ost rac ise 

Down: 1. Emissa ry 2. Att i re 3. Stet 
4. Indian s u m m e r 6. Ep i tomic 7. No t out 
8. Lns ign 11. First b l o o d 12. Assail 17. Jack 
Russel l 19. O u t a n d a b o u t 21. Reed war­
bler 23. L ine-drawing 27. Dot 29. Exhibi ­
t i o n 30. R e e v a l u a t i o n 31 . C o l o m b o 
35. P rompt 36. C l incher 37. L n s e m b l c 
39. Exorc is t 40 . H o a r s e 4 1 . Praxis 
44. N o v i c e 47. Rare 
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