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IC Suffers Worst Ever 
News Drought 
ALI CAMPBELL 

This w e e k , Imperial Col lege was 
struck by the wors t news drought 
for a g o o d fifty years , rendering the 
front page of Felix little m o r e than 
an a m u s i n g waste of space . 
The p r o b l e m began w h e n Jeremy 
T h o m s o n , edi tor of the publ icat ion , 
n o t i c e d that the vibrant a n d inter­
es t ing stories w i t h w h i c h the office 
is usually p e p p e r e d had dr ied up 
c o m p l e t e l y , w i t h the p r o b l e m 
reaching an u n h a p p y c l imax just 
t w o hours before Felix w e n t to 
print . 

T h o m s o n w a s q u o t e d as say­
ing, "I think this is extremely irre­
spons ib le behaviour o n the part of 
the s tudents at this university. I 
k n o w that m a n y p e o p l e have 
examinat ions at this t ime of year, 
but y o u w o u l d think that at least a 

Andy Heeps: Nothing to Report 

few p e o p l e might d o s o m e t h i n g 
vaguely n e w s - w o r t h y . W e haven't 

even had reports o f m i s s i n g traffic 
c o n e s , w h i c h frankly are ten a 
p e n n y . " 

Panic subsequent ly g r i p p e d the 
off ice as all e m e r g e n c y investiga­
t ions d r e w a blank. Extraordinary 
consul ta t ions w i t h U n i o n officials 
p r o d u c e d little m o r e in format ion 
than, "Bugger off, I'm w o r k i n g " . At 
the e leventh hour , it w a s a certain 
d a s h i n g y o u n g journalist w h o saved 
the day again by w r i t i n g t w o h u n ­
d r e d w o r d s of nonsense . 

This o c c u r r e n c e a d d s weight to 
the a l l e g a t i o n s that Imper ia l 
C o l l e g e , h a v i n g r e c e n t l y r isen 
above O x f o r d to s e c o n d place in 
the Financial T imes ' university rank­
ings, n o w houses the s e c o n d most 
bor ing c a m p u s inhabitants in the 
country . 

NUS Conference decends in to 
Tribalism 
NEWSTEAM 

The a n n u a l c o n f e r e n c e of the 
N a t i o n a l U n i o n of Students last 
m o n t h c r u m b l e d in to an angry 
s langing m a t c h b e t w e e n the d i v i d ­
e d s tudent part ies . Speeches by 
both the c o l u m n i s t Peter Hitchins 
a n d N U S pres ident D o u g Trainer 
inc i ted d e m o n s t r a t i o n a n d abuse 
s o v o c a l that pol ice a n d security 
w e r e ca l led o n to restore order and 
eventual ly break up the conference . 
The m a i n source of fr ict ion w a s the 
i n c r e a s i n g c h a l l e n g e to L a b o u r 
Student 's d o m i n a t i o n of the N U S 
f r o m the C a m p a i g n for Free 
E d u c a t i o n . Several key pos i t ions , 
inc luding Nat iona l Treasurer, have 
s h i f t e d to C F E c a n d i d a t e s , a n d 
Labour Students fear further losses 
next year. 

Outgoing NUS President 
Douglas Trainer 

The CFE's key priority is the abo l i ­
t ion tui t ion fees - an issue on w h i c h 
the N U S have been w i d e l y cr i t i ­
c i sed for their lack of success ful 

ac t ion . H o w e v e r , the newly e lected 
pres ident A n d r e w Pakes (this year's 
N a t i o n a l Treasurer) , c l a i m e d that 
he had personal ly lobbied Labour 
M P s over the issue a n d d e f e n d e d 
the N U S 1 p o s i t i o n . In contrast , the 
CFE a n n o u n c e d the launch of their 
n e w anti - fees c a m p a i g n "Can't Pay, 
W o n ' t Pay", in w h i c h they h o p e to 
o b t a i n 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 p l e d g e s f r o m 
future s tudents to default o n their 
p a y m e n t s . 
The c o n f e r e n c e e n d e d w i t h a lmost 
the entire 2 0 0 0 - s t r o n g delegat ion 
o n their feet a n d s h o u t i n g dur ing 
D o u g l a s Trainer 's r e t i r e m e n t 
s p e e c h , w h i c h c a m e to a c l imax 
w h e n he a c c u s e d the S o c i a l i s t 
W o r k e r Party of be ing "paper-se l l ­
ing loonies . " 
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Bomb Scare 
Threatens Final 
JEREMY THOMSON 

IC security, the police and the 
Bomb Squad were al l involved in 
an operation to defuse a bomb in 
the Sherfield Building last Friday. 
Security rece ived an a n o n y m o u s 
t i p - o f f at a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1 1 a m , 
in forming t h e m that an explos ive 
device h a d been p l a c e d in the 
w o m e n ' s toi lets o n level three of 
the S h e r f i e l d B u i l d i n g . S e c u r i t y 
invest igated, s a w the dev ice a n d 
d e c i d e d to e m p t y the b u i l d i n g until 
it had been m a d e safe. The p o l i c e 
were cal led in , a n d all the nearby 
administrat ive staff w e r e evacuat­
e d . At the t i m e , final year b io logy 
students were s i t t ing e x a m s in the 
Great H a l l . H o w e v e r , it w a s d e c i d ­
e d to leave t h e m u n d i s t u r b e d as 
they were d e e m e d to be a safe d i s ­
tance f r o m the s u s p e c t e d b o m b . 

O n invest igat ion, the B o m b S q u a d 
d i s c o v e r e d the object to be a fake, 
c o n s t r u c t e d of a l u m i n i u m cans and 
foi l . "It w a s a definite a t tempt to 
imitate a b o m b " , sa id Ken Weir , 
Chief Securi ty Off icer . 

A l t h o u g h the incident is under 
invest igat ion a n d fingerprints are 
be ing s t u d i e d , there is little chance 
of ident i fy ing the perpetrator . The 
possibi l i ty that the scare w a s a 
del iberate a t t empt to disrupt the 
examinat ions has not been ruled 
out . 

Ken W e i r has reques ted that 
s tudents d o not leave their p e r s o n ­
al belongings outs ide the Great Hal l 
d u r i n g the e x a m p e r i o d . H e also 
r e m i n d e d s tudents to take all their 
belongings w i t h t h e m at the e n d of 
the e x a m , especial ly s w i p e cards , 
w h i c h have b e e n left behind sever­
al t imes this t e r m . 

News in Brief... 
COMPUTER 
THEFTS STOPPED 
T w o thieves w e r e d is turbed dur­
ing an a t t e m p t e d robbery in the 
Electrical Engineering bui ld ing last 
T h u r s d a y night , p r e v e n t i n g the 
loss of t h o u s a n d s of p o u n d s ' 
w o r t h of c o m p u t e r e q u i p m e n t . 
The m e n had broken in to an IT 
lab o n the eight f loor, a n d had 
begun to r e m o v e c o m p u t e r s f r o m 
the desks ready to carry t h e m 
f r o m the bui ld ing w h e n a security 
o f f i cer w h o w a s l o c k i n g u p 
entered the area . The d e p a r t m e n t 
w a s quickly sea led off, but the 
thieves m a n a g e d to exit the bu i ld ­
ing a n d h i d in A y r t o n R o a d . A 
c h a s e e n s u e d , but t h e m e n 
e s c a p e d . It is t h o u g h t that 
a l though the robbers k n e w w h e r e 
t o f i n d the e q u i p m e n t , they 
lacked deta i led k n o w l e d g e of the 
bui ld ing 

TOP-UP FEES 
DANGER 
Students are o n c e again facing 
the p r o s p e c t o f t o p - u p fees as 
M P s v o t e d to over turn crit ical 
a m e n d m e n t s m a d e by the H o u s e 
of L o r d s in the T e a c h i n g and 
Higher E d u c a t i o n Bi l l . A m o n g s t 
other changes , the peers v o t e d to 
c o n t i n u e m e a n s - t e s t e d m a i n -
tenants grants for s tudents and 
s p e c i f i c a l l y p r o h i b i t univers i t ies 
f r o m charging their o w n t o p - u p 
fees. The c lause has n o w been 
m o d i f i e d s o that an insti tution 
m a y charge extra fees if they can 
p r o v i d e sat is factory just i f ication. 

T h e b i l l , w h i c h has n o w 
r e a c h e d r e p o r t s tage a n d wi l l 
return to the H o u s e of Lords next 
m o n t h , c a n be read at w w w . p a r -
l i a m e n t . t h e - s t a t i o n e r y -
o f f i c e . c o . u k / p a / c m 1 9 9 7 9 8 -
/cmbi l l s/18l/1998181 .htm. 

Researchers "to Cure Cancer in Two Years rr 

ED SEXTON 

The last few weeks have seen a 
deluge of publicity concerning 
possible cures for cancer. 

This w e e k international h e a d ­
lines r e p o r t e d the success of an 
A m e r i c a n g r o u p in e r a d i c a t i n g 
tumours in m i c e . The research 
t e a m , w h o are based in B o s t o n , 
have p r o d u c e d a d r u g c o c k t a i l 
w h i c h reduces the b l o o d s u p p l y to 
d e v e l o p i n g t u m o u r s . 

The cockta i l cons is ts of t w o 
drugs, endosta t in a n d angiostat in , 
that s e e m to w o r k synergist ical ly in 
prevent ing b l o o d vesse ls f r o m s u p ­
plying c a n c e r o u s g r o w t h s . N o t 
only d o e s this starve the t u m o u r of 
essential nutrients , but it a lso pre­
vents the s p r e a d of cancer cells , s o 
the t u m o u r remains benign. Dr 
Judah F o l k m a n , p ioneer of the n e w 
treatment , has been caut ious about 
its effect iveness in h u m a n s , but this 
hasn't s t o p p e d a h u m a n trial be ing 
organised for the c o m i n g year . N o r 
has it s t o p p e d share p r i c e s in 
E n t r e M e d Inc, the c o m p a n y w i t h 
the rights to the t w o drugs , f r o m 
soar ing this m o n t h . M e d i a at ten­
t ion has been further intensi f ied by 
the c o m m e n t s of Dr James W a t s o n , 

the N o b e l laureate w h o d i s c o v e r e d 
the structure of D N A : H e t o l d a 
reporter for the N e w York T imes 
"Judah is g o i n g to cure cancer in 
t w o years . " 

Then it w a s the turn of the 
Imper ia l C a n c e r Research F u n d . 
Researchers in D u n d e e have isolat­
e d a single gene (again in mice) 
that s e e m s to be crucial in prevent­
ing d a m a g e f r o m carc inogens . The 
gene is particularly important in the 
lungs a n d bladder , t w o t issues that 
are of ten sites of smoking- re la ted 
cancers . Individuals w i t h ' faulty' 
c o p i e s of the gene are m o r e likely 
to d e v e l o p cancers than those w i t h 
f u n c t i o n a l c o p i e s . The f i n d i n g 
c o u l d also a l low the use of genet ic 

engineer ing to prevent certain c a n ­
cers . A l t h o u g h the British research 
has not rece ived the m e d i a atten­
t ion of the B o s t o n g r o u p , b o t h are 
s igni f i cant d e v e l o p m e n t s in the 
fight against cancer . 

M e a n w h i l e the C a n c e r 
Research C a m p a i g n is concentrat ­
i n g o n a n o t h e r d r u g , 
C o m b r e t a s t a t i n A 4 , w h i c h is s imilar 
in effect to the endos ta t in -angio -
statin c o m b i n a t i o n . H u m a n trials 
are d u e to begin in N o v e m b e r , 
before the A m e r i c a n trial begins. 

W h i l e Dr W a t s o n ' s c o m m e n t s 
m a y be o v e r - o p t i m i s t i c , w e c a n 
expect a variety of n e w therapies 
a n d t reatments to b e c o m e avai l ­
able early in the n e w m i l l e n i u m . 
The holy grail of 'a cure for cancer ' 
is still out of reach, but perhaps not 
out of sight. O u r u n d e r s t a n d i n g of 
cancer is g r o w i n g at an exponent ia l 
rate a n d , a l though m e d i a hype m a y 
be raising false h o p e s o n c e again, it 
s e e m s that a cure for cancer m a y 
be a viable possibi l i ty w i t h i n the 
next d e c a d e . W i t h a third of all 
Westerners suffering f r o m cancer 
at s o m e point in their l ives, that has 
to be g o o d n e w s . 

THE 

FELIX 
WEEK 

Arts Meeting - 1 p m . For all inter­
es ted in exhibi t ions a n d theatre 
Books Meeting - 1 p m . Review 
the latest f i c t ion free. 
Features Meeting - 1 p m . If y o u 
want to wri te or layout features, 
take p h o t o g r a p h s , or just have an 
idea , c o m e a long . 

News Meeting - 1 p m . For all 
w r i t e r s , r e s e a r c h e r s a n d 
p h o t o g r a p h e r s . N E W S WRITERS 
N E E D E D ! 
Film Meeting - 1 2 n o o n . 

M a d n e s s all day 10am - 3 a m . 
N o t r e c o m m e n d e d for the unini­
t ia ted . 

News Meeting - 1 2 . 3 0 p m . 
Music Meeting - 1 . 3 0 p m . Get 
y o u r hands o n the latest releases. 

http://www.par-


City & Guilds College Union Annual General Meeting 
Union Dining Hall , 6pm Tuesday 19 t h May 

A G M 
The A n n u a l General Meet ing 
w i l l receive reports from all 
Union Officers, C l u b and 
Society Chairs and 
Departmental Representatives. 
Elections for posts next year 
w i l l also take place. 

O & M C 
The Summer Term meeting of 
the Officers and Members 
C o u n c i l w i l l be convened 
straight after the A G M . L i k e l y 
items on the agenda are: 
• First reading of the new 

constitution 
• Format for the Freshers' 

Dinners in 1998 
• Departmental and C C U 

level sports 

• Events for the Centenary 
Year (1998/99) 

• Motorised and violate 
mascotry 

A n y member of the union may 
bring up points for discussion 
or motions to O & M C . 

Elections for 1998/99 
Nominations for Events 
Officer, Publicity Officer and 
Guildsheet Editor have closed 
and elections w i l l be held at the 
A G M . 
Nomination papers for 
Academic Affairs Officer, 
Departmental Societies 
Officer and Welfare Officer 
go lip this Monday, coming 
down 5pm, Friday 15 t h M a y . 
Elections w i l l be held at A G M . 

The A G M w i l l also elect the 
O & M C Chair and H o n Sec, 
Spanner/Bolt Bearers, Web 
Editor, Spanner (Fresher's 
handbook) Editor, Archiv is t 
and Assistant H o n Sec, Asst 
HJT , Asst Publicity Officer, 
and Asst Guildshcct Editor. 
Nominations arc taken from 
the floor. 

Colours 
Nominations are invited for 
C & G C U Colours for 
contributions to the any part of 
the U n i o n . Nominations to 
p.burge@ic, or hac@doc.ic as 
soon as possible. 
For any information about 
posts, agenda, colours or 
anything else, contact Hamish 
C o m m o n (hac@doc.ic.ac.uk) 

A l l members of the Union are welcome to attend 

Sponsored by I M P E R I A L C O L L E G E 

S U M M E R B A L L 
Supported by 

/ C U 
(MreWALCWAtffEUNIOR 

What would you say to £10 from STA travel? 
Whether you plan to travel this Summer or just want to return home, everyone can grab hold 
of this offer from STA travel. 

Every individual who buys a ticket for the Summer Ball, at Alexandra Palace on the 19th June, 
can receive a £10 discount off anything booked at the Imperial branch of STA travel, over the 
value of £120. The offer is only valid when booked between the dates 1st June and 5th June 
inclusive, although you can travel any time. A l l you have to do is take your ball ticket and Union 
card along when you book. 

Just one more good reason to come to the Ball - and we haven't finished yet! 
Have a good Summer! 

OVER 500 TICKETS SOLD IN THREE WEEKS. 
DEADLINE 15th MAY 

27J 
STA TRAVEL 

SUPPORTED BY STA TRAVEL, IMPERIAL COLLEGE TEL: 0171 581 8882 

mailto:hac@doc.ic
mailto:hac@doc.ic.ac.uk


Imperial College Catering Services 

BREAKFAST 
in the 

JUNIOR COMMON ROOM 
8.30am-l0.30am Monday to Friday 

Daily selection of Traditional English Breakfast Fayre: 

Gri l led Bacon, Pork Sausages, Black Pudding, Scrambled & Fried Eggs, 
Hash Browns, Saute Potatoes, P lum Tomatoes, Baked Beans, 

Freshly Baked Croissants, Toast, Cereals, Coffee, Tea and Chi l led Fruit Juice 

CURRY BAR 
in the 

JUNIOR COMMON R O O M 
12.00 - 2pm Monday to Friday 

Daily range of Curry, Rice, Kebabs, Chicken, Pita Bread 

THE DINER 

VEGETARIAN 

QUICKS 

LUNCH 
in the 

MAIN DINING H A L L 
12.00 - 2pm Monday to Friday 

Freshly made Soup, Granary Bread, Casseroles, Stir Fry, 
Pastas, Homemade Pies, Crispy Fried Fish. 

Vegetarian Dish of the Day, Noodles, Rice, Pasta, 
Baked Potatoes, Hash Browns, Lentil and pulse Dishes, 
Salads, Vegeburgers and Pizzas. 

Burgers, Fried Chicken, Pizza, Turkey Steaks, Pies, Pasties, 
French Fries, Hot Dogs, Barbecued Pork Ribs. 

Traditional Hot Desserts with Custard, Fruit Salad, Gateaux, Yoghurts, Rice Pudding 
Extensive range of Chi l led Drinks and Hot Beverages 

COMPETITIVE PRICES, VAT FREE TO STUDENTS 



8 May 1998 NOTICES AND EDITORIAL 

Applications are invited for the 
position of 

SUBWARDEN 

F A L M O U T H K E O G H 

H A L L 

Applications welcome f rom all 
members of the college with at 

least 18 months before com-
petion of their course. 

Appl icat ion forms are available 
from the Accommodat ion 

Office, 15 Princes Gardens, and 
should be returned to the 

Warden, D r A n d r e w 
Livingston, C h e m Eng , by 5pm 

Friday 15 M a y . 
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London Weekend Television 
are currently engaged in 
research for a forthcoming 
documentary about the twi­
light economy surrounding 
the world of the sex industry. 
As part of this, we would be 
interested in hearing from 
any students who have 
sought to supplement their 
income with occasional work 
in this area. People with sto­
ries to tell should call David 
Donnelly on 0171 261 3276. 
Obviously, all communication 
will be dealt with in the 
upmost discretion. 
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Editorial 
O f all the p r o b l e m s f a c i n g IC s t u ­
d e n t s , a c c o m m o d a t i o n is b o t h 
the biggest a n d the m o s t e x p e n ­
s ive . L o n d o n - the largest c i ty in 
the U K - also has the least proper ­
ty available for s tudents . The land­
lords k n o w this, and charge a lmost 
as m u c h rent as ' p r o f e s s i o n a l ' 
h o m e s p o o r qua l i ty p r o p e r t i e s . 
W h i l e a s tudent s t u d y i n g in , say, 
Sheff ield might typically pay £ 3 0 -
£ 4 0 for a r o o m in a terrace house 
wi th a lounge and g a r d e n , their 
L o n d o n c o n t e m p o r a r i e s are lucky 
to get away wi th less than £ 7 0 for 
a smal l r o o m in a c r u m b l i n g flat 
wi th no c o m m u n a l space . 

Further m o r e , y o u c a n w a l k 
a r o u n d Sheff ield in any of the sub­
urbs near the university, a n d y o u 
will see count less signs advert is ing 
vacant student a c c o m m o d a t i o n , 
and even special ist estate agents . 
The propert ies are general ly wel l 
l o o k e d - a f t e r a n d c o m p a r e 
favourably to the 'ordinary ' h o m e s 
next d o o r . In contrast , s t u d e n t 
houses in L o n d o n bear no r e s e m ­
blance to res ident 's flats a n d rarely 
have all the basic essentials for 
habitat ion - a lounge, a proper 
b a t h r o o m and ki tchen, hot water , 
electricity a n d s o m e sort of g a r d e n 
or rights to an o p e n space . 

Last year, I l ived in a fairly t y p i ­
cal s tudent flat in Earl's Cour t . W e 
had no l iving r o o m , a tiny ki tchen 
a n d several b e d r o o m s had been 
split up to bring the total to seven. 
M y o w n r o o m m e a s u r e d 5 foot by 
1 1 foot, and had no w i n d o w s . A n d 
the cost? £ 6 8 per week , n o w £ 7 3 
a n d rising at £ 5 each year . I have 
heard of a n d seen m u c h w o r s e 
than this . 

G i v e n all these p r o b l e m s , w h y 

is it that w e a lso have one of the 
w o r s e s t u d e n t a c c o m m o d a t i o n 
services in the country? The only 
services p r o v i d e d by the S A O to 
s tudents s e e k i n g private a c c o m ­
m o d a t i o n are unhelpful advice , a 
c o p y of Loot a n d the notor ious 
proper ty lists featuring landlords at 
var ious stages of h a r d e n e d cr ime 
and propert ies w h i c h m a y or may 
not have four walls a n d a roof. 
After that, y o u are o n y o u r o w n . So 
what s h o u l d they be doing? The 
first a n d easiest s tep is to l isten to 
w h a t s t u d e n t s are t e l l ing t h e m 
about proper t ies a n d landlords . 1 
a m aware that the S A O has a p o l i ­
cy of not v e t t i n g h o m e s / landlord 
(which I s trongly disagree with) , 
but the very least they can d o is 
ban f r o m the lists those names 
w i t h the w o r s t reputa t ion , such as 
M r s Sofiar . 

S e c o n d l y , they c a n and should 
c h e c k p r o p e r t i e s a n d cont rac t s 
before s tudents sign a n d m o v e in . 
The S A O has a mass ive potent ia l 
inf luence over l a n d l o r d s ' behav­
iour. W h i l e landlords d o n ' t care a 
jot about indiv idual tenants , if they 
k n o w that they wil l not get any IC 
s tudents until they act legally, they 
wi l l s o o n c o m e u p to scratch 

Lastly, the Col lege s h o u l d c o n ­
sider the sh in ing e x a m p l e set by 
H u l l Univers i ty (yes, really). They 
have a po l i cy of s igning longer te rm 
tenanc ies o n suitable propert ies 
a n d then sub- le t t ing t h e m to s tu­
dents . This a l lows t h e m to keep the 
p r i c e s d o w n , t h e l a n d l o r d s in 
c h e c k , a n d t h e s t u d e n t s w e l l 
looked-af ter . D o y o u think the S A O 
w o u l d ever d o that? W o u l d a l and­
lord ever let y o u off the rent? 
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d Honorary Life Membership of the 
graved with their name and details 

lan 

first itista r#» in th«t P r the 

Maths and Science Tutors 
Needed 
P o s i t i o n s a c r o s s L o n d o n , t o p 
rates. Contac t 0181 3 4 9 2 1 4 8 . 
Graduates only . 

Earn Extra Cash 
M e d i c a l Research t e a m at IC n e e d 
a data entry d a r k for o n e m o n t h ' s 
w o r k . IT e x p e r i e n c e e s s e n t i a l , 
M i c r o s o f t A c c e s s pre fer red . £ 5 
per hour. Contac t M a r i a Barnes o n 
0171 351 8 3 4 9 

Bands Wanted 
O n Friday 15 M a y , ICU wil l be 
h o l d i n g its first c r o s s - c a m p u s 
Battle of the B a n d s . If y o u are in a 
b a n d a n d want to be c o n s i d e r e d , 
please s e n d a d e m o tape to M a r k 
H o m e in the un ion off ice . W e 
a l r e a d y have a b a n d in f r o m 
C h a r i n g C r o s s , but if y o u ' r e o n St 
M a r y ' s or S o u t h Ken c a m p u s e s 
s e n d a tape N O W . 



INCOMING 8 May 1998 

Letters to Felix... T r o u b l e A h e a d f o r 
C a m p u s Renaissance 

LEAN, MEAN A N D 
TURNING GREEN 
Dear Editor, 

1 thought I might offer further 
insight into the rector's c o m m e n t : 

" M y s tudents are no smarter than 
those at O x f o r d or C a m b r i d g e , 

they're meaner a n d leaner" 
Sir Ronald Oxbrough. 

M e a n e r because they have to 
deal w i t h n ightmarish a c c o m m o d a ­
t ion officers [Letters, Felix 1 106 &. 
1109] a n d landlords [ H o u s e of H e l l 
- Felix 1113] . 

Leaner because they eat f o o d 
served up by IC cater ing. 

O n a s e c o n d note , p e r h a p s w e 
should all get a g l i m p s e of the 
Sherfield extravagance m e n t i o n e d 
by S i m o n . It w o u l d be a great fun 
for Sherfield's suite 5 to be o p e n e d 
up for vis i tors (a bit like the L o r d 
chancellor 's apartments) w e c o u l d 
then all s tand in a w e of the d e c o r 
and excellent e q u i p m e n t (so I've 
heard); m e g a - p e n t i u m s (used to 
run the exceedingly p r o c e s s o r - a n d 
m e m o r y - intensive p r o g r a m s s u c h 
as M S Excel , W o r d etc.) , portable 
laptops , P s i o n organisers e tc . a n d 
then return to our c o l d , p o k e y , 
d im- l i t , a sbes tos -ce i l ing (in H u x l e y 
anyway) o f f i c e s t o d o m o r e 
research, that gets a w a r d e d grants 
that makes Sherf ie ld g o r o u n d . 

Regards, 
M a d h u Bhabuta , P G 

HOUSE OF HELL 
PART II 
Dear Felix 

I have been m e a n i n g to wri te 
this letter for s o m e t i m e a n d letter 
'House of hell 1 in this w e e k s issue 
(1113) at last p r o m p t e d m e to d o 
so . The reason is that I t o o have 
suffered at the hands of the landla ­
dy m e n t i o n e d in that letter as, I a m 
sure, have m a n y other I.C s tudents 
and I a m g l a d that this issue has 
been brought to p e o p l e s a t tent ion . 

This, h o w e v e r , is not the m a i n 
reason for m e wr i t ing . I feel , as 
clearly d o e s m y co l legue f r o m flat 
2, 4 2 Queen ' s gate g a r d e n s , that 
serious ques t ions have to be a s k e d 
of the a c c o m a d a t i o n off ice a n d the 
service (or lack of it) that they p r o ­
vide for I.C s tudents . 

Af ter having l ived for a year in 
s u b - s t a n d a r d , over p r i c e d a c c o m a ­
d a t i o n at the adress m e n t i o n e d 
a b o v e (as adver t i sed by the I.C 
a c c o m a d a t i o n office) m y current 
f latmates a n d 1 returned to the 
a c c o m a d a t i o n off ice in search of 
s o m e t h i n g better. W e had been 
l o o k i n g for w e e k s for s o m e t h i n g 
suitable but h a d f o u n d n o t h i n g a n d 
the e n d of t e r m w a s n o w u p o n us. 
In d e s p e r a t i o n w e w e n t to the 
a c c o m a d a t i o n off ice for s o m e help 
a n d advice a n d what d i d w e get? . . . . 
A c o p y of 'Loot ' . 

This s e c o n d e x a m p l e of total 
indif ference to the s tudent led m e 
to w o n d e r what the p e o p l e in the 
a c c o m a d a t i o n off ice actually d o all 
day (apart f r o m not be able to w o r k 
out that a flat conta in ing t w o d o u ­
ble r o o m s a n d o n e single r o o m is 
not a flat for three p e o p l e ) . 

A c c o m a d a t i o n off ices at m a n y 
other universit ies offer all sorts of 
help a n d services to their cus ­
t o m e r s (yes w e are c u s t o m e r s 
s ince , w i t h o u t us they w o u l d not 
have a job) inc luding landlord vet­
t i n g , a c c o m a d a t i o n i n s p e c t i o n s 
a n d contract c h e c k i n g . I a m not 
suggest ing that they check the flat 
or house of every s tudent before 
they m o v e in but the least y o u 
might expect is that the propert ies 
a n d landlords that they advert ise 
be l o o k e d at. U n d e r their s y s t e m it 
s e e m s that any o l d tax d o d g e r w i t h 
s o m e flats that he can't let out to 
the general publ ic because they are 
in s u c h bad c o n d i t i o n can s i m p l y 
p h o n e t h e m u p a n d ask t h e m to 
a d d it t o o their lists (apologies to 
any legi t imate landlords reading 
this) . 

It is w e l l k n o w n that f inding 
g o o d a c c o m a d a t i o n in L o n d o n is a 
n ightmare so w e must d e m a n d 
better he lp and advice . The service 
that I have e x p e r i e n c e d f r o m this 
col lege d e p a r t m e n t is a p p a l i n g and 
clearly a w a s t e of our m o n e y . The 
answer is s i m p l e : either get the 
p e o p l e in charge to buck their 
ideas up or c lose the place d o w n 
o n c e the halls have been fil led each 
year a n d put the m o n e y into s o m e ­
th ing useful (educat ion perhaps?) 
A s for all of the other Sherfield 
d e p a r t m e n t s , wel l there's not r o o m 
to m o a n about y o u here. S o m e 

other t i m e maybe? 
Cheers 
Rich Setchf ie ld , A e r o III 

Nightmare landlord or house? Let 
us know, the name / address and 
what problems they have caused 
you, and we wi l l produce a 'name 
and shame' list of our own. Ed 

SOUND ADVICE 
Dear Felix 

Thanks for repor t ing the m a y ­
oral e lec t ions last i ssue [news, 
1113] . W h i l e I think that a m a y o r 
for L o n d o n is a g o o d idea , 1 w o u l d 
like to tell readers o n th ing - w h e n 
w e d o get to vote o n w h o it wi l l be, 
D O N ' T vote for Jeffery Archer . 

This m a n is a con-art is t a n d a 
liar. Through out his career he has 
c o n t s t a n t l y c l a i m e d t o have a 
d e g r e e f r o m O x f o r d u n i v e r s i t y 
(which he hasn't) , a d i p l o m a in 
a n a t o m y f r o m a p r e s t i g i o u s 
A m e r i c a n col lege (which he hasn't) 
a n d that he holds qual i f icat ions 
f r o m the International Federat ion 
of Physical Cul ture (which d o e s n ' t 
exist). 

W h e n v o t e d o n to the Greater 
L o n d o n C o u n c i l in 1 9 6 7 , he 
c l a i m e d to be the younges t c o u n ­
cillor ever (which he wasn ' t ) , a n d 
i m m e d i a t e l y started a s c h e m e to 
f iddle col legue 's expenses . W h i l e 
on the G L C , he also jo ined a n d 
extorted expenses f r o m the U n i t e d 
N a t i o n s A s s o c i a t i o n . H e t h e n 
a t t e m p t e d to sue n e w s p a p e r s car­
rying this story in order to i m p r o v e 
his image e n o u g h to get e lec ted as 
a tory M P , g iv ing u p the suit a few 
years later. O n c e again, he c l a i m e d 
to be the younges t m e m b e r of par­
l iament (which he w a s n ' t , by five 
years) . 

A r c h e r ' s d o d g y share deal ings 
w i t h both Aquablas t a n d Angl ia TV 
are w e l l k n o w n . Less c o m m o n 
k n o w l e d g e is a blatant shopl i f t ing 
of fence - he stole three suits values 
at $ 5 4 0 f r o m an A m e r i c a n depart ­
ment s tore . 

This m a n cannot be t rus ted 
w i t h a baby's rattle, let a lone the 
c a p i t a l c i ty of E n g l a n d . D O N ' T 
V O T E F O R H I M . 

Alex M c M u r p h y , M e c h Eng 

Deadline for letters is 6pm Tuesday. Letters may be edited for 
length, but wi l l not be altered or corrected in any other way. 

Letters may be signed or anonymous, but please show your swipe 
card when submitting them. 
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By the t ime this hits the n e w s ­
stands, a large n u m b e r of y o u wi l l 
have v o t e d in the local e lec t ions 
a n d t h e m a y o r a l r e f e r e n d u m . 
Despi te the fact that 1 k n o w that 
y o u hang o n m y every w o r d , there 
is little point in trying to inf luence 
y o u after the event . The e lec t ions , 
however , c o i n c i d e w i t h L a b o u r ' s 
first anniversary, a n d s ince the 
w o r l d a n d his w i f e are e x p r e s s i n g 
an o p i n i o n , I w o u l d hate to be left 
out . 

1 m u s t a d m i t that the first year 
of N e w Labour has not b e e n as 
d i s a s t r o u s as p r e v i o u s L a b o u r 
adminis t ra t ions . E c o n o m i c c h a o s 
has not e n s u e d , t h o u g h e l e m e n t s 
of their budgets , s u c h as the w i n d ­
fall tax, have p r o v e d less than 
desirable . Bank of England inde­
p e n d e n c e is s o m e t h i n g that the 
Conservat ives s h o u l d have i m p l e ­
m e n t e d years ago, a n d is to be 
c o n g r a t u l a t e d . M a n y of t h e 
Educat ion initiatives are a lso to be 
congratulated, t h o u g h o n e has a 
sense of de ja-vu w i t h m u c h of 
David Blunkett ' s po l i cy . The m o v e s 
t o w a r d s p e a c e in N o r t h e r n Ireland, 
bui lding o n the f o u n d a t i o n s la id by 
John M a j o r , are excel lent , if fraught 
w i t h dif f iculty. H o w e v e r , all is not 
quite so rosy, if y o u ' l l forgive the 
p u n . W e have a g o v e r n m e n t of 

u n p r e c e d e n t e d a r r o g a n c e c o m ­
m a n d e d by a m a n w h o has d e l u ­
s ions of pres idency . The s p i n d o c -
tor has been raised to mess ianic 
status, w i t h the c r e e p i n g pol i t i c i sa-
t i o n o f the C i v i l Serv ice . N e w 
Labour s p o k e at length of Christ ian 
family values in their mani fes to , 
w h i c h has s o w n the seeds of the 
patronis ing , infu­
riating pur i tan ism 
that is so w o n d e r ­
fully e x e m p l i f i e d 
by the beef o n the 
b o n e b a n . W e 
have a g o v e r n ­
m e n t that w a s 
e l e c t e d partly o n 
a n a n t i - s l e a z e 
t i cke t , w h i c h 
a c c e p t e d £1 m i l ­
l ion f r o m Bernie 
Ecc les tone a n d , in 
a t o t a l l y u n c o n n e c t e d a c t i o n , 
e x e m p t e d Formula O n e f r o m a 
t o b a c c o adver t i s ing ban. W e have 
L a b o u r M P s f a c i n g c r i m i n a l 
charges for e lect ion f raud, both in 
S c o t l a n d a n d E n g l a n d . S u c h is 
Tony Blair 's o b s e s s i o n w i t h p o p u ­
larity that he has b a c k e d a w a y 
f r o m or w a t e r e d d o w n m u c h of the 
very g o o d wel fare r e f o r m p r o ­
p o s e d by Frank Field, a m a n t o l d to 
' think the unthinkable ' , n o w l imit­
e d to th inking whatever Alistair 

C a m p b e l l tells h i m . W e are repre­
sented o n the international stage 
by a lout ish Foreign Secretary, w h o 
despi te so m u c h p r o m i s e in o p p o ­
si t ion has s h o w n that the only 
d e p a r t m e n t briefs he has m a s ­
tered are those be longing to his 
secretary. The calibre of s o m e of 
the Cabinet is s o low, as in the 

case of Harriet 
H a r m a n , that 
M a n d e l s o n a n d 
C a m p b e l l resort­
e d t o b u l l y i n g 
Radio Four over 

f t 1 the behaviour o f 
_J J o h n 

H u m p h r e y s . This 
behaviour , taken 

P"""] w i t h i n n u m e r -
able other inc i ­
dents , g ives cr-e-

C l " d e n c e to the 
idea that, for all the affability of 
Blair, this is a g o v e r n m e n t that is 
b e c o m i n g ever m o r e a loof a n d 
se l f -obsessed . 

W h i l e w e ' r e on the subject of 
e lect ions , s o m e t h i n g rather w o r r y ­
ing o c c u r r e d to m e earlier this 
week . A s m a n y of y o u wi l l k n o w , 
it's all change for the w a y Imperial 
is g o v e r n e d . O u t g o e s the 
G o v e r n i n g B o d y to be rep laced by 
a C o u r t a n d C o u n c i l . ICU wil l get 

m o r e r e p r e s e n t a t i o n o n 
the enlarged Court , w i t h 
p l a c e s for the Pres ident 
a n d six others . These wil l pr inc ipa l ­
ly cons is t o f the C C U Presidents 
a n d a D e p u t y Pres ident or t w o to 
m a k e the n u m b e r s u p . This is 
w h e r e a larms bells s tarted ringing. 
W h a t w e are p r o p o s i n g is that the 
interests of 1C s tudents are to be 
represented by the Presidents of 
R C S U , C 8 . G etc . A m I a lone in 
be ing s o m e w h a t unnerved by this 
p r o s p e c t ? T h e C&.G P r e s i d e n t 
hardly a c q u i t t e d himsel f w e l l this 
year, a n d the p r o s p e c t of m y inter­
es ts b e i n g p r o t e c t e d by the 
President o f the R C S U fills m e wi th 
horror . I c a n n o t think of p e o p l e at 
Imperial less w e l l e q u i p p e d than 
this lot to d e f e n d our interests, 
e lec ted o n a negligible m a n d a t e by 
c l iques of s e l f - p r o m o t i n g hacks . 
A s i d e f r o m the ICU President , w e 
s h o u l d a d o p t the m e t h o d of elec­
t ion u s e d for the administrat ive 
representat ives , n a m e l y a ballot of 
those to be r e p r e s e n t e d . That way, 
w e w o u l d hopefu l ly achieve b r o a d ­
er representa t ion , outs ide the nar­
r o w s e c t i o n a l in teres ts o f the 
U n i o n h a c k s . The p o t e n t i a l for 
d a m a g e c a u s e d by the p r o p o s e d 
s e t u p is e n o r m o u s . A n y c a n d i ­
dates? 

Taurus (21/4 - 2 1 5 ) 
Panic not ! E v e r y t r f a v o t ^ J p e d d o n e has b e e n 
done by y o u r e v e ^ B H I ^ f c a m of t rustworthy 
slaves. Lie back ^ n d e n j o y l t h e bliss o f inner 
p e a c e a n d c o n t e n t m e n t . A l t e r n a t i v e l y , y o u 
c o u l d try a n d get . 

Gemini (U^JM 
The g r a c e l S ? 
y o u that the W a j j b f t h f 
in d i a m o n d s . S c p i e t i m 
and rocks in the 
ing g in anct 
chemis ts . 

H i p p o p o t a m i s h o w s 
ust is not a lways p a v e d 

there are large bricks 
w o i d these by purchas-

|ll p s y c h i c female 

Cancer (22/6 - 22/7) 
The lethargic W a n d j g y | p a d e s s h o w s that this 
w e e k y o u w U p K ^ K < c I r r ^ j b w i t h matters hor i ­
zonta l . T h e ^ ^ i . ^ a t l C T ^ Q l j i o f a s d e m o n s t r a t e s 
the i n f l u e n c j ^ t W B ^ e s s e n t i a l p i e c e s of furniture 
has o n youfrHfe. A ^ ' ' P l f i f ' ' * d o u g h n u t s a n d a 
c u p of cof fee ^ r e ^ ^ ^ ^ s o n ' s accessor ies , so 
relax a n d be fashionable . 

Leo (23/7 - 23/8) 
Like all large 
ularly. W i t h 
b e c o m e s 
the desire 
loll ing in t 
shrivel up 

n e e d to bathe reg-
s u m m e r , this n e e d 

Resist , however , 
than five hours a day 

cause y o u r skin to 
v o i d e d at all cos ts . 

Virgo (24/8 - 22/9) 
It is unlikely tjj 
wi l l have any I 
est, however , tc 
c o n c e r n i n g the 
never, ever g r o w a goatee , 
t ions that w a y . 

m a k e this w e e k 
e life. It is w i s -
those cho ices 

c h o c o l a t e , a n d 
te y o u r incl ina-

J-foroscqpes 

S o m e o n e TCse » 

Libra (23/9 - 23/10) 
Y o u m a y be fac ing sj^jae chal lenging tests this 
week , and trie r e s l p s s 9J | of Warr iors indicates 
t e n s i o n . FolloW*Wwever,Nh»dklvice of the ine­
briated Q u e e n of C h e m i s t s and resolutely refuse 
to d o anyth i r^ 'except sit'Tn a b ^ r and drink c o m ­
plicate cocktai ls . 

Scorpio (24/10 
A l l that s t r a 
m i r a c u l o u s l y 
inc lude experi 
fall to y o u r fi 
t i o n . Lucky, d e k y y i t i 

f fer ing lately wil l 
ure p r o s p e c t s 
a n d p e o p l e w h o 

p r o m i s e s of eternal d e v o -

Sagittarius (23/1 \ 23/1 
Despi te y o u r lack \ f t a s t e j f l f f n u s i c , y o u will 
s t u n n e d by the shejtortSeauW of y o u r vo ice . 
Unfortunate ly s^^ii^fcyery6ne e lse. Y o u find 
yoursel f surprisfngly shoft^of fr iends as y o u exer­
cise y o u r n e w - f o u n d talent for s inging. 

Capricorn (24/12 
Saturn's path 
w r o n g . D o not 
life wil l be back o 
or so . Just in t i m e 

o v i n g across 
to g o horribly 
h o w that your 
iext six w e e k s 

o w nice . 

Aquarius (21/1 - 18/2) 
A local s h o w e r of fish wi l l d r e n c h y o u to the skin 
w i t h salt-wat&f^m&^S^mLhf^mNine of Gerbi ls . 

. . . . . . . . 

This wi l l ser iously d e p l e t e y p i t s e x - a p p e a l . The 
tarot never H S 7 s W r o a i § f i this ca lamity , wear 
w a t e r p r o o f s a n d a lways carry an umbre l la . 

Pisces (19/2- 20/3) 
Despi te the r is ing 
sock drawer , nov 
w a s h i n g . W a i t a 
v e n berserk by I 
feed y o u dirty ur 
d e v i n i n g r o d never l ies. 

rature of y o u r 
he t i m e to d o any 

flatmates , d r i -
d o w n a n d force 

the t i m e . The 

Aries (21/3 -
Unlucki ly for 
e n d , a n d s o d o g o d 
wors t by h o a r d i n g t in 
d e h y d r a t e d s p a m . Y o u 

ngs c o m e to an 
t i m e s . Prepare for the 

of spaghet t i h o o p s and 
ave been w a r n e d ! 
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Telephone 0171823 8968 
A C C E S S V I S A M A S T E R C A R D C A S H C H E Q U E S 

CENTRE FOR COMPUTING 
SERVICES 

UG Employment in 1998 

The Centre has a number of vacancies for 
undergraduates to work in the Centre this summer. 
There are two main projects. One is to assist in 
Year 2000 compliance testing of P C s across all the 
College campuses, the other is to help with setting 
up the PC systems in the BMS building as it is 
occupied this summer. 

A reasonable knowledge of PC hardware and 
systems is needed, with knowledge of Windows NT 
an advantage. Training in the Year 2000 
compliance testing will be given. 

Payment is in the range £120 to £150 per week. No 
student will be allowed to work more than 10 weeks. 
Please send your applications by e-mail to: 
m.duane@ic.ac.uk 

You should give your department, year and course 
of study. Also the name of your personal tutor. 
Interviews will be arranged early in the summer 
term. 
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THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 
Oh God, Jimmy, no. 

It's not t o o of ten that I f ind mysel f h a n d i n g 
this c o l u m n in t o Jeremy late, but 1 a m afraid 
that this is o n e of those w e e k s . This is d u e to 
the rather unfortunate b o m b s h e l l that I have an 
exam t o m o r r o w , a n d still haven't s tart ing revis­
ing yet . W h y not? - w e l l , s o m e might q u o t e m e 
an answer conta in ing the w o r d s "bone- idle" , 
"layabout" a n d " g o o d - f o r - n o t h i n g " . True as these 
scandalous accusat ions might ul t imately be, I 
a m g o i n g to suggest a far m o r e noble cause : the 
Embassy W o r l d C h a m p i o n s h i p Snooker . 

Yes : it's that t i m e of year again w h e n m e n in 
wais tcoats a n d b o w ties k n o c k a k a l e i d o s c o p e 
of co lour a r o u n d an apparent ly ch lorophyl l - sa t ­
urated piece of c l o t h . Eventually o n e of t h e m 
wins an o b s c e n e quanti ty of hard cash through 
this apparent ly very s i m p l e activity, but by g u m , 
the spectators don't half have s o m e fun a l o n g 
the w a y . . . 

After see ing J i m m y W h i t e lose a d o z e n or s o 
heartbreaking frames o n the trot o n e year to 
S tephen H e n d r y , I d e c i d e d that the subsequent 
operat ion 1 had to have p e r f o r m e d o n m y ner­
vous s y s t e m w a s s o m e t h i n g I w a s unlikely to be 
able to af ford again, a n d v o w e d to give up m y 
important role as a spec ta tor of this Sport of 
Kings. S n o o k e r is s n o o k e r , t h o u g h , a n d s o w h e n 
I heard that instantly recognisable B B C Sport 

mus ica l interlude, I knew that the next t w o 
w e e k s w e r e g o i n g to be c o m p l e t e l y out of c o m ­
m i s s i o n for any p u r p o s e other than ea t ing 
cr isps , dr inking coffee , and s m o k i n g a lot of c ig­
arettes. So the dice were cast, a n d just as the 
preva lence of W i m b l e d o n fills h o u s e s w i t h 
grunts a n d the erratic bleeps of C y c l o p s , so the 
alluring Siren that is the s o u n d of t w o snooker 
balls co l l id ing draws m e d o w n f r o m m y eco ­
n o m i c s revis ion. 1 d o not even have the luxury of 
lashing mysel f to the mast . 

S o fo l lows days of cheers , groans , and mut ­
tered conversat ions about the "foul a n d a miss" 
rule. The first rounds of any major tournament , 
be it snooker , tennis or t iddlywinks , s e l d o m 
conta in any major d r a m a as the t o p seeds blast 
their w a y through the b o a r d , greatly upset t ing 
the y o u n g qual i fying hopefuls . This year, h o w e v ­
er, w a s a very w e l c o m e except ion , as the 
u n s e e d e d J immy "bookie's fr iend" W h i t e bat­
tered S t e p h e n H e n d r y w h o was then the w o r l d 
N u m b e r O n e . Even after this beautifully c o n ­
trol led display, there w a s little doubt in any­
body's m i n d that p o o r J immy, a runner-up in the 
final six t imes , didn't s tand an earthly; it was 
perhaps fitt ing that it w a s the job of Ronnie 
O'Sul l ivan, of ten c o n s i d e r e d White 's c o n t e m p o ­
rary replacement , to send h i m p a c k i n g yet 

again. 
This d e m o n s t r a t e s a d m i r a b l y a n o t h e r 

a p p e a l i n g facet of the g a m e : it is a g a m e of 
characters . From the unbr id led arrogance of 
S t e p h e n H e n d r y to the cheeky chirpy Scouse 
t w a n g of John "don't let m e into y o u r dress ing 
r o o m or I'll steal y o u r trousers" Parrott , or the 
ca lculated conservat ive play of 80s w i z a r d Steve 
Davis , everybody has their eccentr ic i t ies , and 
the concent ra t ion that the spor t requires seems 
to merely ampl i fy these t w i t c h e s . There are also 
the w a g s behind the m i c r o p h o n e s : John Virgo, 
Dennis Taylor, a n d that fe l low w h o has recently 
ret ired; y o u k n o w , the b iased o n e w h o w h i s ­
p e r e d a lot: "1 think J immy's left a red o n . Wai t , 
he's left t w o . . . . O r is it three . . . . O h G o d , J immy, 
n o . Please, G o d , n o . N O O O O O O " 

S o there y o u have it. I k n o w n o t h i n g about 
indif ference m a p s , h o w to m a x i m i s e a firm's 
profits or G a m e Theory. But I d o k n o w a lot 
about referee indif ference , the m a x i m u m break 
pr ize a n d the theory b e h i n d the greatest table 
spor t in the w o r l d . 

Ali Campbell 

Goulash 

This w e e k w e head east, pass over a few inter­
vening countries and arrive in Hungary to s a m ­
ple the local mainstay, g o u l a s h . This was origi ­
nally a low-budget s t e w eaten in the country but 
has n o w been u p g r a d e d to a posher internation­
al status. S o m e h o w the transit ion m a n a g e d to 
change the n a m e as w e l l : despi te the spel l ing, 
goulash is 'gouyash' as a rather exc i ted hungari-
an restaurateur once to ld m e (over a n d over and 
over again throughout an expansive dinner) . 

The originality of goulash is that it is s p i c e d 
with paprika, a mild/very m i l d chilli g r o w n in 
Hungary. The s a m e restaurateur also t o l d m e 
that he used a h e a p e d t a b l e s p o o n of paprika per 
person a n d the result w a s excellent but y o u 
might want to start wi th less especial ly if you're 
a chi l l i -wuss. 

Another hot t ip I've recently d i s c o v e r e d is 
that those of y o u w h o have p r o b l e m s wi th beef 
can use s o m e neck of lamb a n d get s o m e t h i n g 
just as del ic ious . So there. 

A n d finally 1 thoroughly r e c o m m e n d this d i sh 
if you ' re c a m p i n g and have to c o o k for lots of 
people on only o n e heat source s ince the s todge 
cooks in the sp lodge if y o u k n o w what I m e a n . 

O 

This, as al l good vampires wil l know, is the 
neck of a lamb. 

Y o u wil l n e e d : 
V I Vi - 2 lb beef / lamb 

2 on ions 
®" 2 o z butter 
T 1 tbl flour (heaped) 
»" 1 tin t o m a t o e s 

' A pt red w i n e 
« ' 1 pt s tock (possible cheat wi th cubes) 
5T b o u q u e t garni or just any o l d herbs 
«" papr ika , lots 

* smal l tub of s o u r e d c r e a m 
«" 6-8 s p u d s 

Start of by cut t ing the meat into 'A inch 
cubes (or get y o u r local b u t c h e r e d family to d o 
it for y o u ) . Heat up a large frying p a n , melt the 
butter in it and gent ly fry both the s l iced onions 
a n d the meat until we l l b r o w n . G r i n d s o m e p e p ­
per into the p a n , a d d the flour a n d leave to 
singe for a g o o d minute st irring all the t ime . Put 
everything into a large s a u c e p a n a n d deglaze 
the frying pan w i t h the w i n e . Leave the w i n e to 
s i m m e r gently for a m o m e n t , s c r a p i n g the base 
of the pan to d isso lve all those pyrogenic c h e m ­
icals a n d then a d d it to the meat a n d on ions . 
A l s o a d d the t o m a t o e s , s tock, bouquet , salt and 
a c o u p l e m o r e pints of water to the s a u c e p a n . 
Heat this up a n d leave to s i m m e r for at least 
I Vi hours . 

M e a n w h i l e w a s h a n d d i c e the pota toes into 
1" cubes . Y o u then a d d these a n d the papr ika to 
the s tew '/z hour before y o u want to eat, br ing 
back up to the boil a n d s i m m e r . 

The f inishing t o u c h is to a d d the c r e a m to 
the goulash just before serving w i t h s o m e g o o d 
crusty bread and the rest of the w i n e if it 's still 
a r o u n d . 

Antoine 
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MONEY MARK 
Push the Button 

Money Mark 
after banging 

his keyboards 
brainless. 

T; hose h a m m e r i n g a n d chis­
e l l i n g c a r p e n t e r s aren ' t 
f a m o u s for their m us i ca l abi l ­

ity. N o t unless their n a m e is Karen 
or Richard . O r not unless they were 
t h e s i n g i n g s e n s a t i o n that w a s 
Jesus Christ Superstar , w h o learnt 
all he k n e w f r o m his carpenter d a d . 
But y o u get m y point : a carpenter is 
unlikely to change the sphere of 
m u s i c . H o w e v e r , what if y o u w e r e 
carpenter to The Beastie Boys? A n d 
they t o o k a shine to y o u r secret 
p a s s i o n in a n a l o g u e k e y b o a r d 
tweaking? A n d y o u w e n t o n to play 
o n their records a n d steer t h e m 
t o w a r d s their current c o o l - s t a n d i n g 
as leaders of A m e r i c a ' s alternative 
s c e n e ? W e l l , y o u ' d be M o n e y 
M a r k . 

M a r k R a m o s - N i s h i t a (renamed 
M o n e y M a r k by The Beastie Boys) 
is a h a l f - M e x i c a n , hal f - Japanese 
lover of o l d technology . H e says of 
his pr imit ive keyboards , "It's s o m e ­
th ing I c a n repair o n m y o w n , that 's 
w h a t I feel m o s t c o m f o r t a b l e 
about . I have little relat ionships 
w i t h m y k e y b o a r d s . " This is just 
o n e factor that has m a d e h i m steer 
clear of the digital revolut ion , "It's 
hard for m e to deal w i t h this n e w 
w o r l d , th is n e w t e c h n o l o g y . " 
Justifiably, then , his m u s i c is of a 

de f in i te " l o - f i " na ture . H e g e t s 
i m m e n s e pleasure out of c reat ing 
strange n e w s o u n d s a n d i n c o r p o ­
rating t h e m into his songs . Even 
this n e w a l b u m arrives in suitably 
lo- f i packaging, us ing the bare m i n ­
i m u m of c a r d b o a r d a n d plast ic . 

Y o u ' v e m o s t probably heard of 
M o n e y M a r k f r o m his recent single, 
the w o n d e r f u l (yet strangely T o p 
40-shy) Hand In Your Head. This 
track manages to mix b o u n c i n g 
r h y t h m , g o o d - t i m e k e y b o a r d 
c h o r d s a n d a s s u r e d , e n t i c i n g 
s inging w i t h lyrics w h i c h are inven­
tive whilst still naive. In short , a sur­
pr is ing f e e l - g o o d p o p r e c o r d . It 
even features Sean " S o n of John" 
L e n n o n o n bass guitar, M a r k ' s only 
co l laborat ion o n the a l b u m . 

W h i l e few, if any, tracks o n 
Push The Button are as a m a z i n g as 
Hand In Your Head, the a l b u m is lit­
tered w i t h magic m o m e n t s . There 
are e n o u g h exper imenta l p ieces , 
like the title track a n d the s p a c e 
invaders m a r c h of Destroyer, to 
sat is fy any d o u b t e r s of M o n e y 
M a r k ' s inventiveness . But it is the 
" p r o p e r " songs that steal the s h o w . 
Too Like You is a wel l - c ra f ted tune 
that can be p l a c e d a longs ide any 
s l i ce of ' 6 0 ' s b e a t - p o p . The 
euphor i c Tomorrow Will Be Like 

Today reprises Elvis Cos te l lo . A n d 
Rock In The Rain a n d / Don't Play 
Piano are heartfelt o d e s fil led wi th 
lilting m e l o d i e s . 

N o o n e w a s e x p e c t i n g this f rom 
M o n e y M a r k . A co l lec t ion of quirky 
s a m p l e s w o u l d have satisf ied most . 
But this a l b u m conta ins diverse 
s o n g s f i l l e d w i t h the s o - c a l l e d 
" h u m " factor - y o u can' t get the 
catchy tunes out of y o u r h e a d . Like 
the lounge l izard cry of " A l l the 
p e o p l e in t h e w o r l d ! " ; or the 
s t ra ined, d r i v i n g bassl ine in forth­
c o m i n g single Maybe I'm Dead; or 
the a w e s o m e c o n c o c t i o n that is 
Powerhouse: o n the surface organ-
l e d d r u m ' n ' b a s s m a y h e m , but 
beneath that a carnival of bossa 
n o v a . 

For what is his first proper stu­
d i o a l b u m (previous efforts were 
d e m o s of a g e - o l d compos i t ions ) 
M o n e y M a r k has m a d e a remark­
able a c h i e v e m e n t . H e even found 
himsel f a s inging v o i c e - reserved 
a n d u n f o r c e d . The sheer experi­
m e n t a t i o n of this a l b u m m a y initial­
ly put s o m e off, but a few listens 
a n d y o u ' r e d r a w n in . d 

Ed 

FRANK BLACK A N D THE GANG STARR 
CATHOLICS Moment Of Truth g - T T ' r ' r i 

Frank Black And The Catholics * * 

F rank Black, former lead singer 
of the highly a c c l a i m e d Pixies 
has finally g o n e s o l o for the 

fourth t i m e , ' H u r r a h ' I hear y o u 
s h o u t . This s u p p o s e d l y b l u e s 
a l b u m is meant to take over w h e r e 
the Pixies left off, s o u n d i n g fresher 
and m o r e m o d e r n , but m a n a g e s to 
b o m b out . 

This a l b u m has b e e n p r o d u c e d 
a lmost o n auto pi lot , every s o n g is 
uninspired a n d s e e m s to be t ry ing 
to just tap into w h a t the Pixies 
o n c e h a d , but as a result just 
sounds rehashed , predic table a n d 
unoriginal . The a l b u m w a s r e c o r d ­
e d over a s p a c e of three days a n d 
it s h o w s . There 's a feel that he 's 
just s l a p p e d together m u s i c he 's 
used to in an a t t e m p t that it might 
ac tual ly w o r k , but it g i v e s t h e 
a lbum a feel of o n e l o n g m o n o t o ­
nous d r o n e . 

If w e had just heard the b a c k i n g 

by itself, w e w o u l d pray to carry 
this a l b u m , a n d a l though his vo ice 
is clearly n e e d e d it s e e m s to d r a g 
the a l b u m d o w n even m o r e w h e n 
the l istener just w a n t s h i m to give 
t h e m s o m e sort of a tune . 

If y o u l iked the Pixies, there 's 
no guarantee that y o u wil l like this 
a l b u m , as it 's t o o m u c h the s a m e 
throughout . If y o u ' v e heard any of 
the songs f r o m the a l b u m , then 
y o u wil l probably like the entire 
a l b u m , but only in the s a m e w a y 
w e all loved those 1 7 re-mixes of 
Robert M i l e s ' s Children. This a l b u m 
is Black in that its so b land it lacks 
anyth ing upli f t ing like a m e l o d y , but 
is it Frank? W e l l only in C o c k n e y 
r h y m i n g s lang, d 

David H. 

G a n g Starr are back w i t h their 
hotly a w a i t e d n e w a l b u m 
Moment of Truth. G o o d 

news for the hardcore fans is that 
not m u c h has really c h a n g e d as 
G u r u states o n the intro to the fine 
first track, You Know my Steez, ' w e 
had the right idea at the begin­
ning. . . the rhyme style is e levated, 
the style of beats is e levated but 
it 's still G u r u a n d Premier . . . ' A n d it 
m o s t certainly is, Moment of Truth 
is a return to G a n g Starr 's best. 
Guru ' s d e e p m o n o t o n e voca ls lace 
a n d l o o p b e t w e e n s o m e of DJ 
Premier ' s best tunes to date . 

There is s o m e w h a t of a 
d i c h o t o m y in the a l b u m t h o u g h . 
O n the o n e h a n d G a n g Starr in 
tracks like, Robbin Hood Theory, 
New York Strait Talk a n d Above the 
Clouds, w h i c h features Inspectah 
D e c k of the W u - T a n g C l a n , m a i n ­
tain their usual slightly m o r e hard­
core East Coas t s o u n d but the g e n ­

eral feel of the w h o l e a lbum is 
m o r e of a m e l l o w W e s t Coas t 
g r o o v e . S u m m e r y p i a n o tunes float 
over laid back, d e e p hip h o p beats 
w i t h sweet female vocals l o o p i n g 
a r o u n d in the b a c k g r o u n d on many 
of the tracks. A l l this leads to a bril­
liant a l b u m that not so m u c h grabs 
y o u a n d shakes y o u about but mas­
sages y o u r m i n d and before y o u 
k n o w it y o u are caught up swaying 
s ide to s ide h e a d b o b b i n g to the 
addic t ive h o o k a n d beat. 

H o w e v e r the s tand out tunes 
for m e . The Militia a n d the best 
track o n the a l b u m The Rep Crows 
Bigga, are the darker m o r e hard 
s o u n d i n g t racks . This is a truly 
excel lent a l b u m that anyone w h o 
k n o w s their hip h o p wil l buy. This 
G a n g get five Starrs. CI 

Ramzi 
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NICK CAVE A N D THE BAD SEEDS 
The Best Of Nick Cave And The Bad Seeds • • • • 

VARIOUS 
2 * 

F or m e it w a s Prayers on Fire 
a n d High Land Hard Rain. 
That pivotal m o m e n t in m y 

formative years w h e n I o p t e d out 
of N i c k Caves unstable w o r l d by 
s w a p p i n g the Birthday Party for 
A z t e c C a m e r a . To this day I still 
have a sneaking s u s p i c i o n that Paul 

got the better of the dea l . That for 
m e w a s the m o m e n t I d i sengaged 
the angry y o u n g m a n a n d inserted 
ugly, u n l o v e d and hapless in its 
p lace . A n d that p lace had no place 
for N i c k C a v e . 

Funny t h e n that the Bad Seeds 
s h o u l d n o w fit so seamless ly into 

m y life, not that I have resorted to 
past punk ideals , o n the contrary, it 
is because , a l though N i c k C a v e 
m a y still have a f ixation w i t h d e a t h 
(exorcised in s o m e part by the 
m i g h t y Murder Ballads) he has 
channel led his energies into creat­
ing s o m e of the m o s t beautifully 
l o a t h s o m e lowlife w i t h w h i c h to 
recount his stories . A n d whi ls t he 
takes the role of reca lc i t rant 
preacher here or inces tuous b u m p ­
kin there, the rest of the B a d Seeds 
p u m p o u t b i g b a s t a r d g o s p e l 
m e l o d i e s that G o d himsel f w o u l d 
have w i s h e d to have had wri t ten 
for h i m . 

N o t that there isn't a p lace for 
love in the songs , it 's just that 
through the eyes of o n e of C a v e s 
characters, love c a n be an infatua­
t ion w i t h the macabre , the innocent 
or just the plain bizarre a n d s o m e ­
t imes it's difficult to tell o n e f r o m 
the other . 

A n d w h e n p e o p l e sneer a n d say 
that he s o l d out w i t h Kylie, ( includ­
e d here o n the album) take a s tep 
back and see it for what it is. H e r 
beauty to his beast. The perfect foil 
for the m a s t e r s toryte l l e r , 
Inspirational . H 

Davros C. Dick 

Iron Maiden 
Virtual XI • 

E x a m i n i n g the track l is t ing for 
this a l b u m , I began to s u s p e c t 
that a p lay ing t i m e of 5 3 : 2 2 

c o u p l e d w i t h the inc lus ion of a 
mere eight tracks meant a battery 
of s ix-and-a-hal f minute ep ics w i t h 
far m o r e space for s o l o - i n g than 
can really be c o n s i d e r e d healthy. 
H a v i n g said that, the LP kicks off 
wi th a mere three - minute p iece of 
riffola conta in ing m o s t of the ele­
ments that m a d e M a i d e n f a m o u s 
all those years ago. M y first i m p r e s ­
s ion , t h o u g h , is that f izzy o v e r p r o ­
d u c t i o n robs the r e c o r d i n g of the 
rocking edge that p e o p l e w i t h black 
c lothes , chains and l o n g hair f o u n d 
so e x q u i s i t e o n Running Free. 
Perhaps the m e m b e r s of the b a n d 
have sat o n o n e c o m f y so fa t o o 
many in their o l d age, or m a y b e 
they just m a d e the m i s t a k e of 
recording at a s tudio in Essex. 

W e p l o d through The Angel and 
the Cambler, another track s e e m ­
ingly p e r f o r m e d in a s h o e box, 
before the t rem-dives a n d m i n o r 

penta ton ic scales rear their ugly 
h e a d s . Lightning Strikes Twice 
grabs a few points back, w i t h a 
p iece of guitar masturbat ion incor­
p o r a t i n g s o m e i n e x c u s a b l e har­
m o n i c runs, w h i c h s h o u l d please 
any d i e - h a r d m e t a l t e c h n i c i a n 
r e q u i r i n g yet a n o t h e r M a i d e n 

r e c o r d . 
So the s tandard is set for the 

remainder of the songs , w i t h all the 
above cont inu ing in equa l m e a s u r e . 
If y o u already o w n all six t h o u s a n d 
previous I M a lbums, y o u wil l f ind 
everything that was present o n Iron 
Maiden in s imi lar fashion here, 

i e magic ingre-
s d to create a 
s e q u e l ? G o o d 
r actors a n d a 
ector, however 

or rhe CD oin onlv bt" ullt'd A 

i 
Fighters , Sugar Ray a-

spl ices all the <: <s. 
T h e o n l y feel 

S c r e a m 2 soundtrack is that all 
the tracks ha< • -:n to 
a p p e a l to the A m e r i c a n M T V gen­
erat ion a n d not c o m p l e m e n t the 
m o o d of the f i lm, j u d g i n g the 
mus ic w i t h o u t having seen the 
fi lm m a y s e e m a little harsh but it 

artists and songs . D o e s any of it 
send the : 

r neck into an 

scary thing about this soundtrack 
is that all the tracks c o u l d have 

de of 

albeit in a rather w a t e r e d - d o w n 
guise . It just remains for y o u to 
d e c i d e if y o u c a n extract anything 
p l e a s i n g f r o m t h e c o m p r e s s e d , 
s y n t h e t i c , o v e r - p r o c e s s e d s o n i c 
m u s h . US 

Ali Campbell 
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m There's a comfortably large 
body of singles for you to 

digest this week. So sit back, 
relax, read and enjoy... 

After the success of Brimful 
OfAsha the w o r l d ' s ears are 
w a i t i n g for an equal ly uplif t ­

ing f o l l o w - u p . O f course , this is a 
Cornershop s o n g rather t h a n a 
N o r m a n C o o k remix so it is rather 
different but the ent ic ing m e l o d y 
and t h o u g h t - p r o v o k i n g lyrics that 
make up Sleep On The Left Side 
never fail to d r a w y o u in . 

Stuck Mojo p r o d u c e a p r e ­
dictable mix of heavy m e t a l thrash 
a n d Chil l i P e p p e r p s e u d o - r a p . A t 
least Rising has great lyrics . "Liar 
liar, pants o n f ire" is the only bit I 
c o u l d u n d e r s t a n d . 

The Only One starts w i t h s o m e 
nice guitar s t r u m m i n g , t h e n has 
s o m e tradit ional Irish m u s i c , then 
goes all Natal ie Imbruglia s u b - i n d i e 
angst . T h a t ' s a b o u t it f r o m 
junkster, really. Ed 

Smash Mouth's The Fonz has 
a b i g d ir ty o p e n i n g but 
d e s c e n d s into a fairly average 

s o n g that just p l o d s a l o n g w i t h o u t 
really tak ing y o u a n y w h e r e . There ' s 
only really the m u s i c a l s t o p before 
the chorus that 's g o i n g to keep y o u 
l i s t en ing . M i n d y o u , y o u c o u l d 
always listen to the live vers ion of 
Walkin' on the Sun. Track 3 , if y o u 
were w o n d e r i n g . 

Boom Boom Mancini release 
Arguments and Alcohol, w h i c h is a 
fantastic title, isn't it? I think every­
o n e c a n c l a i m his or her 's fair share . 
Sexy female voca ls , h a p p y bassl ine 
and a chorus that m o s t p e o p l e wi l l 
f ind themselves either s inging a l o n g 
to or r e p r o d u c i n g o n the p h o n e 
c o m e Saturday m o r n i n g : "I d i d n ' t 
really m e a n it. I'd like to try a g a i n . " 

C o n t i n u i n g the fantas t i c t i t les 
t h e m e , Snow Patrol's 100 Things 
you Should Have Done In Bed is 
obviously a take o n all these m a g a ­
zines, such as F H M a n d M a x i m , 
that have articles like 50 Ways to 
do it When You're 50! Jumpy in a 
lo-f i garage sor t -of w a y . W o r t h lis­
tening t o for a w h i l e . 

"I a m a square p e g in a star-
s h a p e d h o l e " M a y b e Clitterbox are 

trying to say they're not cut out for 
fame w i t h latest release, Houdini. 
I'd p r o p o s e that they 're w r o n g . A 
refreshing a n d c o o l i n g mint to take 
away the s tench of meat a n d p o t a ­
t o g u i t a r r o c k . G o r g e o u s a n d 
a n t h e m i c . N o w they 've been heard , 
let 's h o p e they d o n ' t d o a d i s a p ­
pear ing act. 

Sunhouse's Animal appears to 
be a surprise . The peaceful acoust ic 
m u m b l i n g s of the verses c o m e to 
serve as no sort of portent for the 
frighteningly fuzzy chorus . "Aaargh! 
1 still feel like an a n i m a l ! " W o a h ! 
C a l m d o w n , m a t e . Their last single 
b e i n g a b r o o d y blues track, it s e e m s 
that they 've t a p p e d into s o m e t h i n g 
a bit m o r e pr imal a n d this is to their 
credit . 

There ' s a dr iv ing bassl ine here 
that chugs relentlessly a n d gives Six 
by Seven's Candlelight a k ind of 
perpetua l m o t i o n . Propel l ing for­
w a r d w i t h n o a p p a r e n t e n d i n g , 
y o u ' r e s u c k e d into its paranoia . Y o u 

Ballroom 
Don't Stop 
B e a u t i f u l l y m a j e s t i c . Imagine 
E m b r a c e ' s A l l Y o u G o o d G o o d 
P e o p l e w i t h o u t t h e a r r o g a n c e , 
w i t h o u t the sneers , wi thout the 
hype c h o p p i n g a w a y at its heels . 
A w a s h w i t h strings by the e n d , 
Don't Stop is an a w a k e n i n g that 
takes y o u o n t o its m a g i c carpet 
a n d flies y o u away f r o m all the 
crap. Effortlessly upl i f t ing. 

Dennis 

appear to be gree ted w i t h a light at 
the e n d of the tunne l , only to 
realise it 's another b l o o d y train! 
Thoroughly engaging. 

C h r i s t , talk a b o u t f o r m u l a i c ! 
V e r s e , C h o r u s , M i d d l e Eight, 
C h o r u s , S o l o . Despi te the apparent 
c o n f o r m i t y , Alison's Room s t i l l 
t ransmits a raw intensity a n d y o u 
can' t he lp but get exc i ted about the 
p o u n d i n g rhythm and catchiness of 
the s o n g . A s 60 Ft. Dolls ' singer-
guitarist Richard Parfitt d e c l a r e d : "If 
O a s i s are the Beatles d o i n g A b b e y 
R o a d , w e ' r e t h e Beat les in 
H a m b u r g ! " Dennis 

B abybird's Bad Old Man is a 
del ic ious ly melanchol i c p o p 
tune . Dark lyrics c o m b i n e 

w i t h a s l o w , twis t ing p iano m e l o d y 
to p r o d u c e a brilliant single. 

Komputer 's Valentina, on the 
other h a n d , is basically Kraftwerk 
g o n e horribly w r o n g . A w f u l lyrics, 
awful tune, awful single! Nuff sa id . 

S l o w g o s p e l funk m e l o d y a n d d r e a ­
ry lyrics s u p p l y a far b e l o w average 
single f r o m Monkey Mafia . Long 
As I Can See The Light is not what 
has c o m e to be e x p e c t e d of Jon 
Carter . U n f i n i s h e d M o n k e y bus i ­
ness, m e thinks. 

Caught be tween indie a n d p o p , 
The Jellys are still uns igned a n d n o 
w o n d e r ! The m o r e heavily guitar 
d r i v e n t racks o n the Head 
first... Legs last...EP are q u i t e 
catchy, though . 

The First Things First EP p r o ­
vides d r u g a d d l e d lyrics of y o u n g 
love, pr i sons a n d the hard life. 
Beautifully s u n g by Lee Griffiths, 
t h e m a l e e q u i v a l e n t of Tracy 
C h a p m a n , w i t h exquisi tely under­
s tated acoust i c ins t rumenta t ion . 

Spearmint appear to be a m i x 
b e t w e e n D o d g y and G e n e . The B-
sides o n A Trip Into Space EP are 
m o r e m e a s u r e d acous t i c affairs but 
the t i t le t rack is cer ta in ly a 
pop/dance/indie m o n s t e r that 

c o u l d be a s u m m e r hit. 
New Rising's Drowning Reason 

is a reasonable l is ten. Distant male 
v o c a l s filter through the h a z e of 
indie guitars and various effects . A 
g o o d s o u n d i n g track reminiscent of 
the m o r e m e d i o c r e Stone Roses 
tracks. Ramzi 

B lack Box Recorder's Child 
Psychology s e e s A u t e r s 
s c a r y - m a n Luke Haines back 

w i t h a tense a n d bit ter-sweet track 
featuring the life story of a p r o b ­
l e m - c h i l d . Exquisitely p e r f o r m e d , it 
is s low, m e l o d i c a n d tragic but 
sadly rather v a c u o u s . Like Fitter 
Happier, it d o e s n ' t s tand up to 
repeated l istening. 

Idlewild A Film for the Future. 
Idlewild are inevitably g o i n g to be 
c o m p a r e d to their Edinburgh c o n ­
t e m p o r a r i e s Uruse i Yatsura, s o 1 
m a y as wel l be first. Their high-
energy fuzzy guitars a n d super­
charged punky lyrics are i n d e e d 

E S S * H O O N 

s i m i l a r , but I d l e w i l d are faster, 
darker a n d heavier . A Film for the 
Future is an arse -k ick ing r o m p of a 
track that d e m a n d s the v o l u m e to 
be c r a n k e d right u p high. Their first 
single w i t h the F o o d label , this is a 
c rack ing effort - Idlewild are g o i n g 
to be G O O D . 

Marcy Playground S e x and 
Candy. Y o u m u s t have heard this o n 
the r a d i o - the o n e that g o e s 
" H a n g i n g r o u n d , d o w n t o w n by 
myself/ A n d there she was/ Like 
d o u b l e cherry pie" . A fun, singable 
dit ty f r o m their e p o n y m o u s new 
a l b u m , this is an enjoyable but ulti­
mately harmless n u m b e r ideal for . . . 
w e l l , for d a y - t i m e radio playlists. 

Lower Crime Satillite 
F o r m u l a i c i n d i e - r o c k , this rather 
s t e r i l i s e d , u n d y n a m i c s o n g p r o ­
v ides little interest . The B-s ide , / 
Am Remote Control is better, a 
s l o w e r track p e r f o r m e d w i t h feeling 
that s h o w s initial p r o m i s e , but sadly 
d e s c e n d s into c l i c h e d and unimagi­
native guitar s o l o . 

Space Monkeys Sugar Cane is a 
Sugar - f ros ted n o t - q u i t e rap not-
q u i t e - r e g g a e m e s s . The S p a c e 
M o n k e y s like to be c o o l and s ing 
a b o u t d r u g s , but they lack the 
h u m o u r of C y p r e s s H i l l or the 
p o w e r of PWEI . B-s ide Pin Up Boy 
is an a t t e m p t at a v o c a l - l e d ballad 
w h i c h , frankly, fails. Naff . Jeremy 

i O N 

a c c o m p a n y the a c i d - s m o o t h 
vocals o f A n d y Yorke (yes, brother 
of the m a n himself) before burst­
ing into a b o l d , c lean but angst-
r idden chorus . The s o n g follows a 
s imple template , but is no worse 
of f for that . The single also 
includes three m o r e fine tracks not 
o n the a l b u m . W h e n Unbelievable 
Truth reach the ' third a lbum cre­
ative stage' , they are go ing to be 
s o m e t h i n g specia l . But don ' t take 
m y w o r d for it, listen for yourself at 
h t t p : / / r a f t . v m g . c o . u k / u n t r u t h / -
newmusic/ Jeremy 

T H E E S S E N T I A L C H O O N 

http://raft.vmg.co.uk/untruth/-
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Freedom @ Bagleys Film Studios 
11pm- 7am £12 on the door £8 members 

It's been about four years s ince I 
last v e n t u r e d t o o t h e b a c k 
streets of Kings C r o s s to Bagleys 

s tudios - probably the best v e n u e 
o n the larger s ide of things in t o w n , 
f rom what I can r e m e m b e r . But this 
t ime I was roll ing VIP style a n d not 
only w a s it the start of the 4 Liberty 
E u r o p e a n t o u r ( D r e e m T e e m -
M i k e e B, S p o n n y 8. T i m m i M a g i c 
and C o l o u r Girl a n d Luigi p e r f o r m ­
ing live) but the Freestylers (inter­
view issue 1 106) w e r e also in the 
house launching the all n e w break­
beat r o o m . N i c e t o u c h . 

Right - s o m e fac ts a b o u t 
F r e e d o m - it 's o n every Saturday 
and has to be the biggest w e e k l y 
event in L o n d o n . S o m e 2 , 5 0 0 
party p e o p l e can fit in - the c loses t 
thing y o u ' l l get to a large-scale rave 
in t o w n . Boas t ing four r o o m s of 
music , one p lay ing H a r d i s h H o u s e 
and the other has DJ Aer ia l p lay ing 
his m i n d - b e n d i n g 10-hour set each 
w e e k - he plays what he plays l ike. 
Then in the t w o smaller r o o m s y o u 

get u n d e r g r o u n d Garage (Dreem 
T e e m etc) a n d the all n e w 
Breakbeat r o o m (Freestylers) that 
o n e of the p r o m o t e r s that I w a s 
chat t ing to s e e m e d very exc i ted 
about . O n e of the best things about 
this c lub is that even though it's 
o f ten quite p a c k e d a n d p e o p l e are 
constant ly m o v i n g f r o m o n e r o o m 
to another is that there is no s tand­
ing in q u e u e s trying to get here and 
there y o u s i m p l y s tep outs ide walk 
d o w n the s ide of the buildings to 
the r o o m y o u want then g o straight 
in no hassle . W i t h this large outs ide 
area y o u c a n s tep out a n d c o o l off 
a n d get a w a y f r o m the hect ic pace 
of the interior of the club a n d chill 
for a bit. There is also a nice s p r e a d 
through-out the r o o m s , plenty of 
bars a n d bar staff, dr inks at s tan­
d a r d c lub prices a n d they have even 
got fr iendly ' n ' helpful security. 

W h e n 1 finally f o u n d m y w a y t o 
the entrance a smal l r o a d off Yorke 
W a y , Kings C r o s s right behind the 
stat ion that is surprisingly un-s ign 

p o s t e d , all hell s e e m e d to be brak­
ing lose. People c razy in ' out all over 
the place and a V W c a m p e r van 
wi th p e o p l e j u m p i n g about inside 
it, a f i lm c r e w f i lming it a n d s o m e 
geezer wi th a f lame thrower sort of 
f ing burning up the front screen. 
M o s t peculiar and I hadn' t even got 
in y e t . Y o u ' l l p r o b a b l y see b i g 
queues but d o n ' t let this put y o u off 
as they get p e o p l e in very quickly 
i n d e e d , unless y o u h a p p e n to be o n 
the guest list then y o u c a n expec t 
t o o s p e n d s o m e t i m e w a t c h i n g the 
p a y i n g c u s t o m e r s q u e u e d i s a p ­
pear ing at a p h e n o m e n a l rate whi ls t 
yours has only m o v e d t w o feet. But 
y o u can' t have your cake and eat or 
s o m e t h i n g ! 

O n c e inside the mass ive place 
y o u can take y o u r pick f r o m the 
host of musica l styles o n s h o w , in 
the Garage r o o m M i k e e B absolute­
ly r insed the place out d r o p p i n g 
s o m e phat slabs of u n d e r g r o u n d 
t w o s t e p b u s i n e s s f o l l o w e d by 
C o l o u r Girl p e r f o r m i n g her latest 

re lease Tears ( r e v i e w e d s o m e 
w e e k s back) a n d the c r o w d a p p r e ­
c ia ted this girls v o c a l talents. 100% 
live - no back dates here and y o u 
w o u l d not b e e n able to tell the dif­
ference b e t w e e n the live perfor­
m a n c e a n d the r e c o r d s u p e r b 
v o i c e . In the all n e w breakbeat 
r o o m the Freestylers r o c k e d the 
p lace w i t h there unique blend of 
n u - s k o o l breaks ' n ' beats to not the 
biggest c r o w d but a u p for it o n e 
that a p p r e c i a t e d the m u s i c . 

I ser iously advise y o u t o o check 
this p lace out , it 's a unique venue 
w h i c h y o u ' r e very unlikely to f ind 
anything the host of t o p DJs and a 
f r i endly c r o w d a n y w h e r e e lse . 
Further info : 0171 2 7 8 2 1 7 1 . 

D o n ' t forget y o u c a n ca tch the 
D r e e m T e e m a n d the w h o l e 4 
Liberty c r e w at their e n d - o f - t o u r 
party @ T w i c e A s N i c e , L o n d o n s 
leading S u n d a y affair o n 31 M a y . A 
night not to be m i s s e d . 

jo Public 

C L U B S C E N E - S I N G L E S 

GARAGE 

Decoder & Mark Caro. Eko 
(Tech Itch) 25 May 
Tech Itch is o n e of m y favourite 
labels o n the dark s ide , a n d they 
are mainta in ing their run of s t r o n g 
re leases w i t h this c o l l a b o r a t i o n 
between t w o o u t s t a n d i n g p r o d u c ­
ers in there o w n right. This has 
been r ipping up clubs of the likes of 
M e t a l h e a d z for a little w h i l e n o w , 
dark m e l o d i c h o o k s 8̂  fx run a l o n g ­
side sk ippy beats a n d a dark sub 
bass. Fl ipside hard ' n ' intell igent, a 
12" y o u ' d be silly to miss . 

Solar Nine. Download 
(Splash Records) 18 May 
This is a rough tune w i t h b i g phat 
beats that just roll a long , e c h o i n g 
beats &. s p a c e y fx give it d e p t h a n d 
tight percuss ion keep it m o v i n g for­
w a r d . A guaranteed c r o w d pleaser . 
Flipside harder not so rol l ing m o r e 
broken beats, s p o o k y fx a n d dark b-
line and that 's just the intro. B a d d 
tune. 

just t o o dark - absolutely tearing. 
This is s u c h a tune that even thou it 
w a s re leased last week , 1 still heard 
it p l a y e d d o w n M e t a l h e a d z o n last 
Friday - the h o m e of u p front D & B . 
N o t just o n e of the best tunes of 
the year but of all t ime . 

Peshay. Miles From Home 
(MoWax) Out Now 
I d o n ' t k n o w w h a t ' s g o i n g o n this 
w e e k - must be an important date 
o n the calendar or s o m e t h i n g . T w o 
of the best tunes of past years have 
been released over the last few 
w e e k s . A g a i n a tune your k n o w as 
s o o n as it 's d o u b l e bass line d r o p s 
in a n d that s a m p l e f r o m M u s i c 
Box-Ful l C y c l e . This has been float­
ing a r o u n d o n d u b plate for about 
o n e a n d a half years by m y reckon­
ing - so l o n g in fact that 1 though it 
had already been released and I'd 
m i s s e d it. 

IP 

Trace. Sonar 
(Prototype) Out Now 
This is a tune y o u r k n o w as s o o n as 
y o u hear the first f ew e c h o i n g keys 
and the s m o o t h break beat . Then 
w h e n it d r o p s after the break it 's 

P). Too Young (FatBoy Rec.) 
This is the vinyl debut f r o m PJ a 12 
year o l d boy f r o m N o r t h a m p t o n . In 
that s m o o t h g r o o v e sort of style 
b o u n c y beats stabs of this ' n ' that 
clever arrangements , tough but dif­
ferent sub-bass and soulful male 
voca l stabs c o m p l e t e the package 
nicely. But 1 fail to see h o w a 12 
year o l d kid c o u l d have m a d e this, 
I feel it has m o r e to d o wi th Kostas 
P (Kilo Kings) &. James Reynolds 
( L o n d o n C o n n e c t i o n ) the e n g i ­
neers. S o u n d s a bit like a PR stunt 
to m e . But still a g o o d tune. 

Chris Mack. Get It (Confetti) 
Chris M a c k has had a few g o o d 
tracks out lately and perhaps this 
has g o n e to his head a bit and he 
forgot to finish this track before 
get t ing it pressed u p . N o seriously, 
this is so nearly a w i c k e d track, but 
as I say it s o u n d s unf inished a 
strange off beat / broken beat style 
that s e e m s to be miss ing s o m e 
beats or s o m e t h i n g . Trying to hard 
to be different. 

Curtis & Moore. Never Give Up 
(Swing City) 8.5.98 
Four mixes o n this o n e , v o c a l , 
accapel la 8. a c o u p l e of d u b mixes 
to c h o s e f r o m , Bumpin' Dub is the 

o n e that 's d o i n g it for m e , cuts 
d o w n the lengthy v o c a l , strips away 
the a n n o y i n g p i a n o a n d altogether 
toughens up the beats w i t h a s tep­
p i n g sub bass line to m a t c h . In that 
n e w style that 's c o m i n g o n s t rong 
us ing stabs of keys it has a light 
upl i f t ing feel , needs to be heard a 
few t i m e s before y o u apprec iate 
just h o w g o o d this track is. 

Gruesome Twosome. Track/More 
(Checkmate Masters) 
This a s u p e r b p iece of vinyl c o n ­
ta ining t w o tracks w i t h t w o mixes 
of e a c h . The first tune is Track the 
first mix is a s l o w 2-s tep sort of 
style w i t h o l d s k o o l over tones but 
d o n e in a different w a y to m o s t . A 
great tune to start y o u r set wi th 
nice intro a n d clever beats in the 
chorus that s o u n d s like a 2-s tep 
meets h i p - h o p , love it. 

2 n d mix is in a harder style and 
it's just as g o o d just a different 
f lavour. Fl ipside More again is in a 
hard Garage style a n d just as g o o d 
as the other s ide a excellent col lec­
t ion of t racks . 

JP 
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] Brazil v Scotland F j 
Wed June 10, 4.30 

• Scotland v Norway 
T . . „ I . 1 A A 3 A ' 1 

Group Games 

Tue June 16, 4.30 

Brazil v Norway I 
Tue ]une 23, 4.30 

[ J Morocco v Norway £ 
Wed June 10, 8.00 

Brazil v Morocco I 
Tue June 16, 8.00 

Scotland v Morocco 
Tue June 23, 8.00 

I I Saudi A v Denmark Q 
Fri June 12, 4.30 

South A. v Denmark 
1 1 Thur June 18, 4.30 1 1 

France v Denmark 
1 1 Wed June 24, 3.00 

r 

] France v South A. [ Fri ]une 12, 8.00 

France v Saudi A. 
Thur June 18, 8.00 

1 South A. v Saudi A. \ 
1 1 Wed June 24, 3.00 1 1 

~\ South Korea v Mexico [_ 
Sat June 13. 4.30 

• Belgium v Mexico 
J Holland v Belgium Q 

Sat June 13, 8.00 

Sat June 20, 4.30 

Holland v Mexico I 
Thur June 25, 3.00 

Holland v South Korea 
Sat June 20. 8.00 

Belgium v South Korea 
' ' TI I l c o rtr\ ' ' 

Thur |une 25, 3.00 

] England v Tunisia [ 
Mon June 15, 1.30 

Columbia v Tunisia 
1 1 Mon June 22, 4.30 1 1 

Rumania v Tunisia 
Fri June 26. 8.00 

J Rumania v Columbia 
Mon June 1 5, 4.30 

Rumania v England 
Mon June 22. 8.00 

Columbia v England 
Fri June 26, 8.00 

FRANCE V* 

• 
• 
• 

Italy v Chile 
Thur June 1 1, 4.30 

Chile v Austria 
Wed June 17, 4.30 

Italy v Austria 
Tue June 23, 3.00 

B 
• 
• 
• 

r 

~] Cameroon v Austria [~_ 
Thur June 1 I, 8.00 

! Italy v Cameroon 
Wed June 17, 8.00 

] Chile v Cameroon \~ Tue June 23, 3.00 

]] Paraguay v Bulgaria [~ 
Fri June 12, 1.30 

J Nigeria v Bulgaria 
Fri June 19, 4.30 

Spain v Bulgaria 

Spain v Nigeria 
Sat June 13, 1.30 

] Spain v Paraguay Q 
Fri |une 19, 8.00 

Wed |une 24, 8.00 
~\ Nigeria v Paraguay \_ j 

Wed June 24, 8.00 

] Yugoslavia v Iran f~ i 
Sun June 14, 4.30 

Germany v Yugoslavia 
Sun June 21, 1.30 1 1 

• 
Germany v USA 

Mon June 15, 8.00 

USA v Iran 
Sun June 21, 8.00 

• 
• 

• Germany v Iran 
Thur June 25. 8.00 

• USA v Yugoslavia [ 
Thur June 25, 8.00 

~| Argentina v Japan 
Sun June 14. 1.30 

Japan v Croatia 
Sat June 20. 1.30 1 1 

] Jamaica v Croatia [ 
Sun June 14, 8.00 

Argentina v Jamaica 
Sun June 21, 4.30 

~] Argentina v Croatia \__ Japan v Jamaica j 
Fri June 26, 3.00 Fri lune 26, 3.00 

H o w i t w o r k s : 

Each team plays first round games against the other three 
teams in their group. The top two teams in each group then 
qualify to move into the knockout rounds, where the compli­
cated seeding process should see games get increasingly 
tough. 

For instance, if England win their group then they will play 
the runners-up in Group H - most likely Croatia. If they won 
that game, they'd play the winners of game 5 in the Quarter-
Finals. Unfortunately, that'd probably be Germany. Sadly, 
our track records against them hasn't been all that good in 
recent years (bloody Waddle). 

However, if the Germans do collapse, faced by the sur­
prise of meeting England one round earlier than usual, or if 
we can finally find someone capable of scoring penalties, 

Second Round 
Winner Group A 

• Sat June 27, 8.00 

Runner-up Group B 

— • 

Winner Group B Runner-up Group A 

Sat June 27, 3.30 -• 

Winner Group D 

• Sun June 28, 8.00 

Runner-up Group C 

Winner Group C 

• Sun June 28, 3.30 

Runner-up Group D 

" ; — • 

Winner Group F Runner-up Group E 

Mon )une 29, 3.30 - • 

Winner Group E \_ Runner-up Group F 

n v n 
Mon June 29, 8.00 

Winner Group H 

• Tue June 30, 8.00 

Runner-up Group G 

— • 

Winner Group G 

• — Tue June 30, 3.30 

Runner-up Group H 

— • 

England move into the semi's...where the seeding suggests 
Brazil to be the opposition. If, miracle of miracles, we beat 
them, which admittedly is highly unlikely (unless Scotland do 
us a favour and hospitalise Ronaldo in the first game), then 
only one match remains, with Italy or Argentina favourites to 
make the final from their half of the draw. 

So, who's going to win then? Well, in the words of Alan 
Hanson, "football's a game of percentages", and with 90% of 
the footballing skill, talent and flair belonging to Brazil, in the 
shape of Romario, Juninho, Roberto Carlos and of course 
Ronaldo. You'd be a fool to bet against them. 

The World Cup - it's a long way from boys in the park, 
jumpers for goalposts, being chased by parkie. Hmmm. 

Quarter Finals 
A Winner Match 2 Winner Match 3 

Fri July 3, 3.30 

Winner Match 1 

Q 

Winner Match 4 

Fri July 3, 8.00 

Winner Match 6 

• -
Winner Match 7 

Sat July 4, 8.00 

Winner Match 5 Winner Match 8 

Sat July 4, 3.30 

Winner Quarter-Final B Winner Quarter-Final D 

• V • 
Wed July 8. 8.00 



C L U B S C E N E - C O M P E T I T I O N S 

MUSIC 

ell it 's that t i m e 
again a n d I've got 
even m o r e c o m ­

pet i t ions for y o u all this w e e k . 
R e m e m b e r t h e House Music 
Movement &. The Sound of The 
Underground series I r e v i e w e d a 
few issues back? W h a t d o y o u 
m e a n no? M a s t e r Tones have c o n ­
t inued their run w i t h the release of 
t w o n e w sets f r o m Roger S a n c h e z 
and D] A l f r e d o respect ively . 

N o w for c o m p e t i t i o n 2. 
Winners can s a m p l e House Music 
Movement's a l b u m sets f r o m D o c 
M a r t i n a n d Roger S a n c h e z a l o n g ­
s ide The Sound of The 
Underground's L i s a M a r i a 
Experience a n d D] A l f r e d o , a n d 
enjoy Jonathan F l e m i n g s s w i s h 
book What Kind Of House Party Is 
This? 

Runners up c a n have both the 
current a lbums . To w i n these quite 
excellent prizes all y o u have to d o 
is answer this very s i m p l e q u e s t i o n : 

C L U B S C E N E - A L B U M S 

Release Date : 1 st June 

• i § 
album sampler 

1. "hunt 4Wt - Jf t*iC tHHIH' M.T .S (*•••*« 
t. ••ilBifjhUf" MMtomVM Cfc#-'_M 
!. "babyfa -pAtntwor qibih 
4t "twrikliH" (Men 
f. "•hgotfaKIWUTRIMIX" umtWnKmr ognnt «'$•'•*SI * "*ittr mnjtviwsrt <>?.!> 

T his min i a l b u m / EP, whatever 
y o u want to call it, features 
three remixes of the best 

tracks f r o m the Juice back cata­
logue: Hard Disk r e m i x e d by Z i n c , 
Babylon, D a z remix and Oh Cosh 
Swift remix. In the triple vinyl pack, 
y o u get these a longs ide three to ta l ­
ly n e w tracks. If y o u prefer C D s , not 
only d o y o u get the six previously 
m e n t i o n e d tracks but a lso another 
six tracks taken f r o m the back cat­
a logue all c h o s e n a n d m i x e d 
together by the d o n DJ Randal l . 

Hard Disk Z i n c remix is a full o n 
tearing a m e n affair as y o u might 
expect f r o m Z i n c . Slaughter by 
U n d e r c o v e r Agent is a dark m e n a c ­
ing roller w i t h s p a c e y s o u n d s a n d 
FX bringing y o u right back u p to 
date. Babylon D a z remix is a clever 
r e w o r k i n g b r i n g i n g this m a s s i v e 
track into '98 , but I 'm not so sure 

Q . What is Roger Sanchez's nick 
name ? 

1. Roger Rabbit 
2. The S-Man 
3. Sanchez Panchez. 

T his next c o m p e t i t i o n is for all 
of y o u w h o like their dance 
m u s i c hard and upfront as 

y o u get the chance to w i n not one , 
but four C D s f r o m H a r m l e s s 
records purveyors of quality c o m p i ­
lat ion sets. 

O n e lucky winner wil l be walk­
ing off w i t h C o l i n Dale ' s Mutant 
Disco, L o f t g r o o v e r s ' Speedcore 
(nothing to d o w i t h s p e e d garage), 
N o r m a n Jay's The Sound of 
Philadelphia vol.1, a n d DJ P o g o ' s 
The Breaks (UK D M C scratch mix 
c h a m p i o n ) . 

A m o s t impress ive co l lec t ion of 
C D s a n d all y o u have to d o to w i n is 
answer the f o l l o w i n g q u e s t i o n ; 

Q . Col in Dale has a weekly 

* * * * 1/2 

about that barking d o g s o u n d ! 
Walk Tall by E m b e e is a 

absolutely killer track that 's been 
d o i n g plenty of d a m a g e in the 
c lubs . W h e n it d r o p s y o u ' d better 
ho ld o n tight or y o u ' l l be w a s h e d 
away by the phat hard s t e p p i n g 
beats, w i c k e d t ime-s t re t ched beats 
that keep bui ld ing . Oh Cosh the 
Swift remix is probably m y favourite 
track f r o m the Juice back-cata logue 
a n d I've been wai t ing to hear h o w 
y o u ' d remix such a classic track. 
Swift d o e s wel l in keeping w i t h the 
original rol l ing flavour a n d a d d s a 
dark bass line a n d bust ing beats. It 
still s o u n d s a little o d d t h o u g h . 
Finally Retry by Magis t ra te is m u c h 
m o r e in the style of the recent 12" 
releases: very futuristic s o u n d i n g 
bubbl ing sub-bass , metal l ic beats 
FX w i t h stabs of snares firing in n o w 
and then . 

This EP isn't a co l lec t ion of cut­
t ing edge upfront tracks, I 'm sad to 
say but m o r e a overall picture of 
the labels past, present and future 
s h o w i n g h o w their s o u n d has pro­
g r e s s e d a n d d e v e l o p e d over the 
y e a r s . H i g h l i g h t i n g the p i v o t a l 
m o m e n t s in the labels l i f e t ime 
gives a g o o d indicat ion of their 
overal l s o u n d . 

Jo Public 

show on what radio station. 
a. Radio 1 
b. Kiss FM 
c. Heart 102. 
Entrys as usual to Felix off ice or 

e -mai l m e o n t . j .morgan@ic .ac .uk . 

T hey say all g o o d things c o m e 
in threes. Calling all budding 
designers: h e r e ' s y o u r 

chance to s h o w off y o u r des ign 
skills by creat ing a n e w logo for 
Phuture Trax. I 'm sure m o s t of y o u 
d o n ' t e v e n k n o w w h o or w h a t 
Phuture Trax are . W e l l , let m e 
e x p l a i n , they are p r o b a b l y the 
biggest and s o m e w o u l d say the 
best PR c o m p a n y and r e c o r d label 
all under o n e roof, s u p p l y i n g p e o ­
ple like m e w i t h records , C D s etc to 
review a n d play out . D i d I m e n t i o n 
this is o n a w o r l d w i d e scale , s o the 
winner wi l l have their logo o n all 
their m e r c h a n d i s e all over t h e 
w o r l d . But y o u also w i n a huge 
package of all the C D s , records a n d 

16B. Sounds From Another Room 
(Eye Q) • • • • 
This, again, is an a lbum that defies 
c a t e g o r i s a t i o n c o m i n g f r o m the 
highly impress ive 16B. This a l b u m 
twists and turns, w i t h nearly every 
track changing style a n d s o u n d . 
From funky d o w n - b e a t tracks to 
soulful d e e p house a n d everything 
in between, this a lbum has ali y o u r 
heart c o u l d desire . From 16B y o u ' d 
e x p e c t n o t h i n g but the f inest , 
smoothes t p r o d u c t i o n techniques , 
w h i c h , as ever, y o u get. M e l o d y 
M a k e r cal led this an early contender 
for a lbum of the year, but, a l though 
this is a g o o d a l b u m , I feel y o u have 
to be into the m o r e d o w n b e a t s ide 
of things to really appreciate it. A 
very pleasant and refreshing col lec­
t ion of beats that s h o u l d d o very 
w e l l . 

Dub Funk Assoc ia t ion . 
Confrontation in Dub. -k-k-k-k 
This is an a lbum of remixes of tracks 
taken f rom the last three a lbums 
released by Dub Funk A s s o c i a t i o n , 
br ing ing toge ther Reggae , Jazz, 
Techno and H o u s e , c o m b i n e d w i t h 
plenty of funk. For this a lbum, they 
have asked various producers to 
remix any track f r o m the three pre­
vious a lbums in any style. 
W h a t y o u end up wi th is 16 tracks 
ranging f rom the blunted Hip-Hop 
joints of Part 2, Jah Rasta Dub work­
ings f r o m Shotgun Rockers , and a 
trancey house number f r o m Spiral 
H e a d , a longside s m o o t h D r u m and 
Bass t racks by F e l l o w s h i p a n d 
E m d e e (Splash Juice records) , 

8 May 1998 

tapes they c a n lay their hands o n , 
so y o u ' d better br ing a truck. 

Ideally they w o u l d like the logo 
s h o w n b e l o w e laborated o n , m o d ­
ernised a n d e x p a n d e d o n . 

For m o r e info call Jodie at 
Phuture Trax o n 0171 3 5 7 0 0 4 . O r 
s e n d entries to Phuture Trax, Unit 
3 1 2 , The Leather M a r k e t , W e s t o n 
Street, L o n d o n , SE1 3ER a n d d o n ' t 
forget, y o u c a n enter as m a n y t imes 
as y o u w i s h , so get des igning . 

jo Public 

s o m e o l d s k o o l electro f r o m Cabal 
a n d e v e n u p l i f t i n g d e e p H o u s e 
tracks, so there 's s o m e t h i n g for 
everyone. Y o u m a y think all these 
different styles w o u l d n ' t sit c o m ­
fortably together but y o u ' d be mis ­
taken. In s o m e strange way, they all 
fit together nicely, w i t h the elec­
tronic (computer synthesised) feel 
be ing the c o m m o n denominator . 
This is o n e of the m o r e adventurous 
a lbums a r o u n d at the m o m e n t . 

Global Underground - John Dig-
weed in Sydney 
A d o u b l e C D f r o m John D i g w e e d , a 
DJ w h o f r o m humble beginnings, 
has m a d e his n a m e as o n e of the 
leading H o u s e DJs on the w o r l d 
stage, mainly by avo id ing all the 
hype and bullshit and by letting his 
tune se lect ion and mix ing ability d o 
the talking. Unl ike most H o u s e C D s 
y o u ' v e seen this year, y o u w o n ' t be 
able to f ind any chart toppers here. 
This is the s e c o n d H o u s e C D I've 
heard this year that is a cheese free 
z o n e w i t h only the choicest cuts of 
d e e p , t rancey a n d e x p e r i m e n t a l 
house be ing u s e d . 
A s y o u ' d expect , the mix ing is as 
seamless a n d progressive as always 
wi th D i g w e e d keeping it real. M a n y 
of the tracks wil l be unfamiliar even 
to the trainspotters out there, as 
there are p l e n t y of u n r e l e a s e d 
tracks a n d d u b plate pressure on 
these C D s . Tracks f r o m D a n n y 
Tenaglia, A l b i o n , M o r t a l , Deepsky, 
Paul V a n Dyk a n d many m o r e gives 
this mix a truly global feel. The first 
must have H o u s e C D of '98 . JP 

JUICE Records Way Of Life EP 

mailto:t.j.morgan@ic.ac.uk
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C L U B S C E N E 

H i a n d w e l c o m e to the first Electric Cafe of 
the s u m m e r t e r m ! If y o u ' r e f e e l i n g d o w n 
because of the pressures of e x a m s a n d final 
reports, etc w e ' l l be bringing y o u a respite in 
the form of e lectronic m u s i c n e w s , reviews, 
artist features a n d s o m e great C D c o m p e t i t i o n s ! 

If y o u ' r e interested in features that wi l l be 
appear ing in the Cafe this t e r m , t h e n look out in 
Felix for exclusive interviews w i t h C o l i n Dale of 
Kiss F M ' s Abstrakt D a n c e s h o w , Russ Gabrie l of 
Ferox Records , King K o o b a (who 's a l b u m The 
Imperial Solution is a s t o r m i n g w o r k of 
d r u m ' n ' b a s s a n d w a s l a u n c h e d recently at The 
Blue N o t e in L o n d o n ) , A i r L i q u i d e (the G e r m a n 
techno outfit w h o p l a y e d at L o n d o n ' s very c o o l 
333 Club in February) a n d (to be conf i rmed) Jeff 
M i l l s , a legendary DJ a n d p r o d u c e r f r o m Detroi t . 

Everyone w h o features in the Electric Cafe 
on these pages wi l l a lso be d o i n g radio s h o w s 
w h i c h y o u c a n l i s ten to every S u n d a y 
n i g h t / M o n d a y m o r n i n g o n IC R a d i o (The 
Network) f r o m m i d n i g h t to 2 a m . H a p p y r e a d i n g 
and l istening! 

Those of y o u w h o c a m e d o w n to the Electric 
Cafe nights at Sout hs id e last t e r m wi l l be inter­
ested to k n o w that The Electric Cafe is m o v i n g 
across C a m p u s to IC U n i o n for a spec ia l one-o f f 
sess ion o n Friday 2 2 n d M a y . I'll be p lay ing the 
chil l -out r o o m of the Hedonizm night. If y o u ' r e 
interested in l is tening a n d chi l l ing to a variety of 
cutt ing-edge e lectronic m u s i c , t h e n c o m e a l o n g 
for a break f r o m those e x a m s . The m a i n f loor 
will be in the very capable hands of the regular 
union dance DJs m i x i n g u p a se lec t ion of harder 
beats. 

This w e e k I w a n t e d to carry o n w h e r e I left 
off last t e r m . D r u m ' n ' b a s s is mainly regarded as 
a musical style that w a s b o r n a n d bred in the 
UK, and quite rightly s o . H o w e v e r , it 
seems that recently there has been a 
lot of British snobbery d i r e c t e d at 
music of this genre that has b e e n 
c o m i n g out of Europe a n d the U S 
lately. If m u s i c is really an art f o r m 
then I think that this is not in the spir­
it of creat ion, a n d not really h e l p i n g 
y o u n g p r o d u c e r s a n d DJs w h o have 
obviously b e e n inspi red a n d m o v e d 
to carry on the progress ion of n e w 
s o u n d f o r m . 

Last t e r m I featured an interview 
from Fauna Flash, G e r m a n y ' s m o s t 
successful d r u m ' n ' b a s s expor ts w h o 
have been largely i g n o r e d . This w e e k ­
end I w a n t e d to talk about a great 
new a lbum ca l led Play o n S ideburn 
Records . 

Play is a c o l l e c t i o n of tracks that 
can best be ca tegor i sed as fall ing 
within or be ing c losely a l igned to the 
d r u m ' n ' b a s s category of e lec t ronic 
music . A l l the artists w h o have c o n ­
t r i b u t e d t r a c k s c o m e f r o m 
Switzer land. I think that y o u w o u l d 
be hard p r e s s e d to f ind a fresher c o l ­
lection of n e w m u s i c . A l l the p ieces 
on the a l b u m f o l l o w the f o r m u l a of 
d r u m ' n ' b a s s or h i p - h o p , but all have 
a dist inctly different a t m o s p h e r e to 
t h e m . I a m also particularly grateful 

the electric cam 
to have this a l b u m in m y co l lec t ion , because 
unlike a lot of d a n c e fodder a round today, this 
is a m u l t i - p u r p o s e m u s i c . The first t echno that 
really g r a b b e d m e was m us i c that I felt had been 
created by artists w h o w a n t e d to m o v e p e o p l e 
a n d m a k e t h e m dance , but also w a n t e d to tr ig­
ger their m i n d s a n d e m o t i o n s . A l l the m us i c y o u 
wi l l f ind o n Play is in this ve in . 

Play has been put together by a Z u r i c h -
based DJ cal led M i n u s 8 . W a t c h out for that 
n a m e because if his mix ing is as g o o d as his 
track se lec t ion then I 'm sure that he ' l l be play­
ing in L o n d o n s o o n ! M i n u s 8 also p r o d u c e d 
s o m e of the tracks featured o n the a l b u m . 

In fact the c o m p i l a t i o n kicks off w i t h a M i n u s 
8 p r o d u c t i o n cal led Recently at The Opera. This 
features all the usual hal lmarks of d r u m ' n ' b a s s 
m u s i c ; a s o l i d bassline, frantic bursts of hi-hat 
and c o m p l e x rhythm patterns. It's what appears 
underneath the structure of the piece that really 
g r a b b e d m e ! I had i m a g i n e d that this c o m p i l a ­
t ion w o u l d be m a d e up of s o m e banging tracks 
put together by Swiss kids in their b e d r o o m w h o 
h a d p e r h a p s h e a r d all the m o r e h a r d c o r e 
d r u m ' n ' b a s s . In fact the maturity and subtlety of 
the m o o d s of the tracks o n offer here are, at 
t i m e s , s i m p l y breathtaking! Recently at the 
Opera features del icate snatches of orchestral 
s a m p l e s , infused wi th light e lectronic s o u n d s . 
The result is a m o o d y but extremely l istenable 
p iece of m u s i c . 

The next track (Not enough Love by M a s - P ) , 
again has an energetic beat and bassline, but 
w i t h s o m e light a n d fluffy s o u n d s c o m p l e m e n t ­
ing a female v o c a l track, the result is a p iece that 
c a n m o v e y o u r butt, or create a ch i l led-out 
a t m o s p h e r e . 

A s wel l as d r u m ' n ' b a s s , this a l b u m features 

s o m e great hybrid s o u n d s . Twists o f h i p -
h o p a n d funk w i t h g e n e r o u s addi t ions of break­
beats. C a p t a i n N e m o ' s Escape is an excellent 
e x a m p l e . C h e c k out the c o m b i n a t i o n of French 
ragga voca ls a n d a Spanish guitar ! Strange, but it 
w o r k s . Le G o o s t e r has p r o d u c e d a p iece cal led 
Le Fusee a Polo. S o m e very d i s t u r b e d and twist­
e d jazz s o u n d s co l l ide a n d react w i t h a la id-back 
h i p - h i p beat. O n c e g iven the " G o o s t e r treat­
m e n t " , a n d m i x e d w i t h g e n e r o u s por t ions of live 
scra tch ing y o u have a track that w o u l d sit 
p r o u d l y o n any beats 'n 'b lunts a l b u m f r o m the 
U K or U S . 

O n e of m y favourite tracks here is f r o m Bel 
Air Project, a persona l favourite of DJ Giles 
Pe terson . The p iece is ca l l ed Full Contact and is 
c o m p l e t e l y fresh in , not only its s o u n d , but it 's 
a p p r o a c h to the c rea t ion of m u s i c . It is as if all 
rules and a c c e p t e d prac t ices w e r e t h r o w n out of 
the w i n d o w in the quest for a totally n e w , d o n ' t -
g i v e - a - f u c k - s o u n d . This track is def ini te ly ahead 
of the pack; not qui te d r u m ' n ' b a s s , not quite 
breakbeats ; but w h o needs to catagorise it?; it 's 
a treat to l isten to ! 

Spacious by Di f ferenz is another a w e s o m e 
yet unusual track. If soul m u s i c c o u l d be trans­
lated into c o m p u t e r c o d e t h e n this w o u l d be it! 
V e r y c h i l l e d m u s i c w i t h p l e n t y of subt le 
m e l o d i e s f loat ing a r o u n d d r e a m i l y ; all held 
together w i t h a s t r o n g r h y t h m . 1 can ' t easily 
descr ibe this track, y o u ' l l just have to listen for 
yourse lves ! 

M i n u s 8 's s e c o n d track of the a l b u m is 
ca l led A Touch of Evil. It starts off as a t y p i c a l . 
p iece of jazzy d r u m ' n ' b a s s , but t h e n s o m e quite 
abstract a n d s m o o t h s tr ing s o u n d s c o m p l e t e l y 
turn the trek o n its h e a d . Excellent! 

M o r e d r u m ' n ' b a s s fo l lows , in the f o r m of 
tracks f r o m Skrupel a n d The Herbalist 
F o u n d a t i o n P. B r o t h e r h o o d . 1 was 
particularly i m p r e s s e d by the w o r k of 
The Herbal is t F o u n d a t i o n . The track 
they p r o d u c e d is ca l led Summertime 
a n d , a l though strictly a d r u m ' n ' b a s s 
affair , f ea tures s o m e real ly c o o l 
b lunted effects o n the rhythm that 
gives a less c lean but m o r e la id-back 
feel . N o t hect ic ; not b o o m i n g ; this is 
m us i c w i t h a g r o o v e ! 

The a l b u m c o m e s to an e n d wi th 
t w o real treats. First Up is A M P ' s Is 
Isn't, a real t e c h n o i d piece of d 'n 'b 
w i t h s o m e really nice variat ions in 
r h y t h m . A g a i n this ties ties in w i t h the 
m o o d of the a l b u m ; g r o o v y not s l a m ­
m i n g ! 4D f r o m Super is a real t r ip ! 
This is as e x p e r i m e n t a l as y o u can 
get in h i p - h o p , so if y o u ' r e t i red of 
the s a m e o l d th ing in that genre , d o 
check this out ! The track is hypnot i c 
a n d v e r y r e l a x e d w i t h d i f ferent 
s o u n d s dr i f t ing in a n d out of the 
a u d i o h o r i z o n ! V e r y a t m o s p h e r i c 
stuff. 

If y o u ' r e l o o k i n g for s o m e t h i n g 
d i f ferent that is p u s h i n g f o r w a r d 
m u s i c a l b o u n d a r i e s a n d that wi l l 
chal lenge y o u r tastes, then d o check 
out the s o u n d of S w i t z e r l a n d ! 

al;ck. 



The Pit Stop Challenge... 
May 29th, Beit Quad 

A N D E R S E N 
C O N S U L T I N G 

An exciting opportunity for you to experience the pressure of the Pit Stop: 
Y o u and your team w i l l be racing against the clock to change the tyres and re-fuel a real 

Formula 1 Williams car 

ANDERSEN CONSULTING PIT STOP CHALLENGE APPLICATION FORM 
Team Name: Preferred time: (between 12-5pm) 
Team Members: 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
How to apply: 
1. Fill in this application form - extra forms are available from Mark Home in the Union office 
2. Return it to Mark Home by Friday 22 May 1998 (teams will be drawn out of a hat) 
3. Check if your team has been picked (and if so, what time you have been allocated) on the schedule 

which will be posted up in the Union office on Wednesday 27 May 1998 

Rules: 
1. All teams must have four members 
2. All teams must arrive in Beit Quad at least 10 minutes before their scheduled time 
3. All teams must have a sense of humour 

Hishlishts of the day will include: 
> Lots of prizes 
> A larger than life scalextric 
> Remote control cars 

>Bar and B B Q 
> Videos 



8 May 1998 B O O K S 

F I C T I O N 

SUCKER 
Lana Citron 

H onesty is a lways the best 
pol icy , a n d not w i s h i n g to 
dece ive the gent le reader, 

I'll say what 1 think about this b o o k 
straight away. This b o o k is really 
poor . 

People are i n t e r l i n k e d . Bea's 
best f r iend s h a g g e d Bea's 

b o y f r i e n d ' s best m a t e , w h o ' s 
d e f e n d i n g Bea's boyfriend's ex-flat­
mate o n a charge of raping s o m e ­
o n e w h o just might turn out to be 
Bea's best f r iend, w h o picks up 
m e n at r a n d o m , w h o lives w i t h her 
sugar d a d d y , w h o ' s wife 's best 
friend's g o d s o n is a c c u s e d of raping 
Bea's best f r i end , w h o recent ly 
a p p e a r e d , in her scant ies , in a 
series of articles about s o - c a l l e d 
rape v i c t ims by Bea's s l imy, t reach­
e r o u s e x - b o y f r i e n d , w h o k n o w s 
Bea's boyfriend's current f latmate, 
w h o bet Bea's boyfr iend that he, 
Bea's boyfriend's current f latmate, 
c o u l d b e d Bea's unattractive flat­
mate , w h o is a psychic in her spare 
t ime a n d t o l d Bea that her future 
involved t w o m e n , s o n o w Bea's 
sure that her current boyfr iend w h o 
she loves wi l l d u m p her, a n d that 
her s l i m y , t r e a c h e r o u s ex-
boyfr iend , w h o she doesn' t love, 
wi l l shag her a n d d u m p her again. 
The book , however , doesn' t make 
this as clear as it is here. 

Sucker is a first nove l about 
L o n d o n and 90's L o n d o n e r s . T w o 

of the p r o t a g o n i s t s are Ir ish-
Cathol ic girls, presumably like Lana 
C i t r o n , and the others can loosely 
be d e s c r i b e d as the i r m e n . 
O b v i o u s l y , Sucker doesn' t refer to 
c u t e l i t t le gir ls w i t h l o l l i p o p s , 
a l though the heroine d o e s dress u p 
to attract s e m i - p a e d o p h i l i c m e n by 
w e a r i n g a tight tee-shirt a n d hair 
s l ides . She pulls a y o b , apparent ly 
her type , a l though I preferred the 
sophis t i ca t ion of Bea's boyfriend's 
d i v o r c e d best f r iend, w h o I think 
she ends up w i t h . 1 don't w a n t to 
s p o i l the e n d i n g for y o u , t h o u g h . 

A c c o r d i n g to the press release, 
the b o o k tears a strip off the pre­
tensions of 1990s t w e n t y - s o m e ­
things, and prov ides a bl ister ing 
insight into the d a t i n g g a m e and 
the darker s ide of the sex -war . By 
that, I think they m e a n that o n e of 
the girls isn't afraid to use her sex­
uality as a w e a p o n , a n d the other is 
keener to shack up/marry s o m e o n e 
a n d give up thinking. I preferred the 
p o w e r f u l one , a l though I kept o n 
w a n t i n g to tell her to g r o w u p . O h 
w e l l . O b v i o u s l y I'm part of the pre­

tent ious media/PR w o r l d that M s 
Ci t ron is s o keen to dis tance herself 
f r o m . 

This isn't really a great book. It's 
qui te w e l l wr i t t en , a n d it's certainly 
both c o n f u s i n g a n d entertaining, as 
wel l as b e i n g f a s t - p a c e d a n d effort­
lessly m o d e r n in it's style. W i t h 
s u m m e r c o m i n g u p , a n d the mass 
e x o d u s of sun-seekers , it'll probably 
sell w e l l to the reading o n the 
beach publ ic . I wouldn ' t r e c o m ­
m e n d it as a ser ious p iece of f ict ion 
for the d i s c e r n i n g reader, t h o u g h . If 
y o u buy it, then you're the sucker 
a n d deserve everything y o u get. 
Y o u have b e e n w a r n e d . 

Julia H and Ben A 
(guess which bits he wrote) 

Publ i shed by R a n d o m H o u s e , 
£ 9 . 9 9 
Avai lable : N o w 

EVERYTHING WE LOVE C A N BE SAVED 
Alice Walker 

YTiiiNG W E lovt: (.; AS 

m 

lice Walker is a writer of 
integr i ty ; a w o m a n i s t , an 

i .activist, a bel iever in the 
G o d d e s s and a truly w o n d e r f u l , 
beautiful p e r s o n . H e r wr i t ing covers 
a great dea l , f r o m f ict ion to essays, 
prose to poetry . M o s t p e o p l e wil l 
be familiar w i t h at least the title of 
her m o s t f a m o u s book, The Colour 
Purple, a s e m i - b i o g r a p h i c a l story of 
w o m e n of co lour in the A m e r i c a n 
D e e p S o u t h . This w a s later m a d e 
into a f i lm by Steven Spielberg, 
s tarr ing another w o n d e r f u l w o m a n 
of co lour , W h o o p i G o l d b e r g . 

In this co l lec t ion of essays, she 
wri tes about a w i d e s p e c t r u m of 
t o p i c s , essays o n the Gulf W a r , 
female genital mut i la t ion , W i n n i e 
M a n d e t a , Fidel Castro , dreadlocks 
a n d her cat. She includes s o m e 
poetry , in a se lec t ion ent i t led "What 
C a n I Give M y Daughters W h o Are 
Brave?". The p o e m s she c h o o s e s 
are poignant and have e c h o e s in all 
our l ives. Every sentence she writes 
s h o w s her humani ty , her c o m p a s ­
s i o n a n d her believe in the d e e p 
g o o d of p e o p l e , despi te all the evils 
she sees in life; rac i sm, sex i sm and 

o p p r e s s i o n . 
A s a w o m a n of co lour g r o w i n g 

up in the A m e r i c a n D e e p South 
d u r i n g the p e r i o d of A m e r i c a n 
apar the id , she k n e w poverty , v i o ­
lence a n d d i s c o m f o r t . Yet she also 
k n e w love a n d t o l e r a n c e . H e r 
mother w a s clearly a potent force 
in her life, a n d her d e a t h obviously 
had a great effect o n her. M a n y of 
her essays feature a car ing mother -
figure, w h o nurtures a n d protects , 
a n d stress her i m p o r t a n c e in all our 
lives. O u r mothers teach us h o w to 
live, a n d h o w to d ie . 

Al ice Walker doesn' t like to be 
cal led a feminist , preferr ing w o m ­
anist, because she acts for w o m e n . 
She is acutely aware of the dangers 
to w o m e n of a patriarchal , or a 
male d o m i n a t e d society . W h e r e -
ever w o m e n are s u p p r e s s e d or 
o p p r e s s e d , she wil l be there speak­
ing out for t h e m . She is a s t rong 
critic of A m e r i c a n foreign pol ic ies , 
especial ly their b lockade of C u b a 
a n d the Gulf W a r . A s she says, "If I 
w o u l d rather die mysel f than run 
over a chi ld in the street, h o w c a n 1 
poss ibly accept s q u a s h i n g a mi l l ion 

ch i ldren f r o m forty t h o u s a n d feet, 
as in Iraq?" 

This is not a "mains t ream" book. 
It wi l l not a p p e a l to m a n y of y o u at 
first g l a n c e . R e a d i n g it, however , 
y o u feel its' p o w e r , a n d its' pass ion . 
This b o o k is ex t remely important to 
w o m e n , to m e n , to everyone w h o 
thinks a n d feels, a n d w h o can see 
the injustices in the w o r l d . I was 
p r o f o u n d l y m o v e d by m a n y of her 
essays, a n d f o u n d mysel f laughing 
a l o u d over others . This book wil l 
m a k e y o u w a n t to be a better, 
m o r e thought fu l , m o r e car ing per­
s o n . I s trongly r e c o m m e n d it. 

Julia H 

Publ i shed by the W o m e n ' s Press 
Price 31 1.99 
Avai lable : N o w 
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FILM 8 May 1998 

SCREAM 2 
Starring: N e v e C a m p b e l l , C o u r t e n e y C o x , 
Director: W e s Crav en 

D a v i d A r q u e t t e 

T his is h o w sequels s h o u l d be 
m a d e - the s a m e w i n n i n g for­
m u l a that m a d e the first f i lm 

such a success , a d a m n fine plot , 
w h i c h d e v e l o p s the character out ­
lines presented in the first f i lm, plus 
an a m a z i n g degree of self referenc­
ing. In fact, so strongly are s o m e of 
the jokes, a n d i n d e e d the p lo t 
itself, reliant o n Scream, that I 
w o u l d suggest anyone w h o hasn ' t 
yet seen the first f i lm d o so before 
w a t c h i n g Scream 2. 

N e v e C a m p b e l l returns to star 
o n c e again, a n d a l though she ' s 
n o w m o v e d to Col lege her past 
cont inues to fo l low her. O n the 
o p e n i n g night of Stab, a f i lm about 
the murders in Scream wr i t ten by 
Courteney C o x ' s a m o r a l reporter 
Gale W e a t h e r s , the m a s k e d m u r ­
derer str ikes. A n d s o the cyc le 
begins again . . . 

O b v i o u s l y , the best th ing about 
Scream w a s the w a y the f i lm m a n ­
aged to s e n d - u p the entire horror 
genre, whi ls t still be ing a horror 
flick. In this , Scream 2 is even m o r e 
successful . Early o n in the f i lm, 

geeky f i lm s tudent Randy (one of 
four characters to survive f r o m the 
original) lists the central tenets of a 
horror s e q u e l . It must be m o r e gory 
t h a n the first f i l m ; the d e a t h 
s cences must be m o r e elaborate; 
the b o d y - c o u n t must be higher. 
Brilliantly, writer Kevin W i l l i a m s o n 

then includes all these e lements 
over the course of the next ninety 
minutes , whilst still m a n a g i n g to 
s e n d up the entire c o n c e p t of the 
s e q u e l . This cu lminates in a final 
s cene w h i c h utterly breaks the final 
rule - never ever kill off the bad-guy 
for sure (otherwise, h o w c a n y o u 

make part three) . A n d , I promise , 
y o u ' l l never g u e s s w h o d i d it. 

The o n e d o w n s i d e is W e s 
C r a v e n ' s d i rec t ing . A l t h o u g h bril­
liantly contro l l ing the tens ion in the 
"horror " scenes , he s i m p l y isn't any 
g o o d at " n o r m a l " f i l m - m a k i n g . 
B las t ing o v e r - t h e - t o p soundtrack 
m u s i c ( w h i c h h e ' s l i f t ed f r o m 
Broken Arrow, w h e r e it w a s cheesy 
e n o u g h to start with) s i m p l y isn't 
necessary. 

F o r t u n a t e l y , h o w e v e r , any 
errors o n W e s Craven ' s part are 
m o r e than adequate ly m a d e up for 
v i a K e v i n W i l l i a m s o n ' s s c r i p t . 
T u r n i n g a n i ronic eye over the 
genre , the f i lm, the plot and even 
t h e p r i n c i p a l a c t o r s p r e v i o u s 
careers (the Friends references are 
great), w i t h o u t for o n e m o m e n t 
s l i p p i n g into farce, he still m a n a g ­
ing to keep y o u o n the edge of your 
seat for the full t w o hours . Y o u s i m ­
ply w o n ' t believe that this is the 
m a n also responsible for the the 
travesty that w a s / Know What You 
Did Last Summer. 1*1 

Dave 

Win tickets galore courtesy of 

KENSINGTON 
Monica meet Frank, Daniel and 
Laurence is d e s c r i b e d as "this years 
Four Weddings &. A Funeral". Y o u 
k n o w h o w it is - A m e r i c a n girl flies 
into L o n d o n , the guy o n the plane 
next to her falls in love w i t h her. 
Then the guy in the airport , t h e n 
the guy in the p a r k . . . . O n l y they 're 
best fr iends. W i l l it w o r k ? Is it 
funny? Y o u have y o u r c h a n c e to 
dec ide , even before the review hits 
these pages , w i t h free t ickets cour ­
tesy of those lovely p e o p l e at the 
O d e o n K e n s i n g t o n . For y o u r 
chance w i n , tell us; 

Martha meet... stars Monica 
Potter whose last big screen out­
ing was as Nicholas Cage's wife 

in which of last summer's block­
busters? 

To enter s i m p l y e m a i l y o u r 
a n s w e r to f i l m . f e l i x @ i c . a c . u k , 
before M o n d a y evening. 

The a n s w e r s to last w e e k ' s 
poser w a s : Kevin W i l l i a m s o n wrote 
last years / know what you did last 
summer, the sequel to w h i c h wil l 
be a p p e a r i n g later this year . H e 
definitely d i d n ' t wri te Halloween. 
So there. 

The first five names out of the 
Felix hat w e r e : 

T McCartney 
Stephane Bouvet 

A Simpson 
Folarin Majekodunmi 

Beng K Ooi 
Please d r o p into the off ice to 

pick up your pr izes . 

BREAKOUT 
Starring: W i l l i a m M c N a m a r a , 
M a r i a Pit i l lo, T o m C o n t i 
Director: John H o u g h 

I f y o u want to see a really g o o d 
f i lm, t h e n I'd definitely r e c o m ­
m e n d that y o u a v o i d 

" S o m e t h i n g to Believe i n " like the 
plague. Bel ieve in life, believe in 
love, bel ieve in yourself , believe in 
miracles (so the f i lm's blurb tells 
us), bel ieve that this is really b a d . 

If y o u ' r e still interested after 
that intro. the plot is as fo l lows . 
M a g g i e (Pitillo), a blackjack dealer 
in Las Vegas , d iscovers she has a 
fatal aff l ict ion a n d has a few w e e k s 
to live. So , she d e c i d e s to set off 
to Italy to be healed by a statue of 
the M a d o n n a . O n the w a y she 
meets M i k e ( M c N a m a r a ) , a strug­
g l ing pianist g o i n g to a c o m p e t i ­
t ion , a n d they fall in love . But is 
their love d o o m e d because she is 
dying? C a n the statue save her, or 
is it just a fake? - y o u ' l l just have to 
wait to see the sickeningly pre­
dictable c o n c l u s i o n of the f i lm. 

At o n e point I thought the fi lm 
might be trying to take the piss out 
of itself, but it was just t o o shit. 
The ac t ing w a s b a d ; the plot bor­
ing; the script lifeless. There 's a 
nice bit of p iano playing though .D 

Adam 

mailto:film.felix@ic.ac.uk


ICU Cinema's First Ever Preview 
Oliver Stone Presents... 

Gravesend 
"Truly excellent, brilliant sense of humour and dialogue, 
very funny." LOADED 
"Gravesend, is as gritty, groovy and gorgeously grim as 
extra low budget movie-making goes." vox 

"Strong performances and a macabre sense of humour 
make this film efficiently different." TIMEOUT 
Due to be released in the UK June/July 1998 

to members 
Sun 10th May 8:00pm 

Starring Morgan Freeman 
& Anthony Hopkins 

Amistad 
Weds 13th May 6 pm 

& Thurs 14th May 8.30pm 
Starring Morgan Freeman 

Kiss The Girls 
Weds 13th May 9pm 
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ARTS 8 May 1998 

ACROSS THE BRIDGE 
New End Theatre 

l ifer* 

A pril 1945 : The w a r is e n d ­
ing, and the G e r m a n s , keen 
for their atrocit ies to remain 

h i d d e n , evacuate the Death 
c a m p s . T h o u s a n d s of w e a k a n d 
s tarving Jewish w o m e n and ch i l ­
d r e n are f o r c e d to m a r c h to 
L i e p z i g , to g o across the bridge to 
f r e e d o m . M a n y never make it; 
s o m e die of s tarvat ion, s o m e of 
exhaust ion , those w h o fall out of 
line are shot or beaten to dea th . 
The only f o o d they were g iven was 
a handful of raw rice, w h i c h they 
had to q u e u e for. The only w a y 
they survived w a s through their 
i m m e n s e w i l l p o w e r a n d faith. 
T r a u m a t i s e d for years , the sur­
vivors c o n t i n u e d to suffer the 
after-effects of their o r d e a l . Like in 
the t renches of the First W o r l d 
W a r , the lucky o n e s d i e d . 

This p o w e r f u l a n d evocat ive 
play tells the story of t w o of the 

survivors, w h o meet u p for the 
first t ime in the Beth S a l o m 
H o l o c a u s t M e m o r i a l Centre fifty-
o n e years . Bo th are severely t rau­
m a t i s e d by the terrible exper iences 
they have shared , bo th d e n i e d the 
H o l o c a u s t by not s p e a k i n g about 
it, or a d m i t t i n g that it had h a p ­
p e n e d to t h e m , both are rel ieved 
to speak to each other , to share 
their burdens w h i c h n o o n e else 
c o u l d ever c o m p r e h e n d . The play 
recounts their meet ing , through 
lighting, through s o u n d , through 
clever s taging. It is a m o v i n g expe­
rience, a n d the entire a u d i e n c e 
w a s w e e p i n g by the e n d . 

The sufferings that these p e o ­
ple w e n t through cause anyth ing 
w e suffer to pale into a l m o s t 
insignif icance. The H o l o c a u s t is a 
p e r i o d of history that future gener­
at ions wi l l look back at in disbelief . 
H o w d i d it h a p p e n ? W h y d i d it 

h a p p e n ? The c o n s e q u e n c e s still 
reverberate in the Jewish c o m m u ­
nity t o d a y ; s o m e w o u n d s never 
heal . 

The play wi l l cause y o u to 
think d e e p l y , to look at y o u r o w n 
treatment t o w a r d s others . W e 
t o d a y are fortunate in that w e live 
in a t i m e of c o m p a r a t i v e stability, 
of c o m p a r a t i v e to lerance t o w a r d s 
others , espec ia l ly in this country . It 
is vital that w e mainta in this stabi l ­
ity, h o w e v e r precar ious it might 
s e e m , lest w e fall prey to a n e w 
regime of d ic ta tors . Please g o a n d 
see this play, it is s o important to 
everyone . It is not strictly enjoy­
able, but it wi l l g ive y o u m u c h to 
think about . 

Julia H 

BOTTLED NOTES FROM UNDERGROUND: 
CONTEMPORARY PLAYS BY JEWISH WRITERS 

I n m y vain a t t e m p t s to b r o a d e n 
my m i n d , I read all of these 
plays at a s i t t ing, in b e d whi ls t 

nursing a hangover . By the e n d of 
the book, I w a s not only feel ing 
better, but I had far m o r e of an idea 
about the Jewish c o n d i t i o n , if I can 
call it that. For all m y s t u d y i n g of 
G C S E history, 1 really h a d n o i d e a of 
the i m p a c t that the H o l o c a u s t had 
o n people 's l ives, nor h o w bad the 
troubles in Israel really w e r e for the 
p e o p l e l i v i n g t h e r e . N o w , w i t h 
Israel ce lebrat ing 5 0 years of self-
de terminat ion , a n d r u m o u r s of a 
possible p e a c e se t t lement in the 
w i n d , it s e e m s pert inent to wri te 
about the current state of Israel 
and Jewish p e o p l e . 

Since I s tarted r e a d i n g Brecht 
dur ing last s u m m e r , I have b e c o m e 
i n c r e a s i n g l y m o r e i n t e r e s t e d in 
Jewish w r i t e r s a n d w r i t i n g s . 
Obvious ly , n o p e o p l e can e s c a p e 
their past, a n d the great strength 
and courage of G e r m a n , Austr ian 
and Pol ish Jews never ceases t o 
a m a z e m e . The tortures they suf­
fered w e r e i m m e n s e , a n d st i l l 
r everbera te in t h e c o m m u n i t y 
today, bo th in the survivors a n d in 
their ch i ldren . 

Each of the f e a t u r e d p l a y ­
wrights are a w a r d - w i n n i n g writers 

in their f ie ld . Sonja L inden , one of 
the playwrights , the author of The 
Jewish Daughter, featured in Felix 
1101 , has wri t ten a pass ionate a n d 
d i f f i cu l t p lay , c a l l e d Strange 
Passenger, about the life of the 
c o m p o s e r Vic tor U l l m a n . This play 
is m u l t i - f a c e t e d , a n d e x t r e m e l y 
c o m p l i c a t e d , as w e l l as b e i n g 
excel lent . 

The m o s t a m u s i n g play is a 
black c o m e d y by D a v i d Scheider 
c a l l e d The Eleventh 
Commandment, a b o u t a g o o d 
Jewish boy, w h o falls for an atheist 
g i r l . C o n c e r n i n g the re la t ionship 
w i t h his mother , this is a funny a n d 
intelligent debut play, w i t h surreal 
a s p e c t s general ly only f o u n d in 
T o m Stoppard 's w o r k s . 

M y favourite play w a s the first 
o n e , The Yiddish Trojan Women, 
c o n c e r n i n g the r e l a t i o n s h i p 
b e t w e e n four w o m e n , a g r a n d ­
mother , a s t a n d - u p c o m i c , a u n i o n ­
ist a n d a t e a c h e r of G r e e k 
M y t h o l o g y . This p lay by C a r o l e 
Braverman, revives the tragic clas­
sical story by Euripides , but sets it 
in m o d e r n N e w York. 

A l l the w o r k s in this b o o k are 
s e n s i t i v e l y w r i t t e n , t h o u g h t f u l , 
poignant and in places , extremely 
funny. I don't k n o w if m a n y w o u l d 

be interested in this book , all I c a n 
d o is to tell y o u about it, a n d help 
publ ic ise future p e r f o r m a n c e s . The 
w o r k s are w o r t h get t ing to k n o w : 
the H o l o c a u s t w a s a s u c h a huge 
part of our history, and a terrible 
e x a m p l e of man's inhumanity to 
m a n . I think that Jewish p e o p l e 
w o u l d apprec ia te these plays the 
most , but 1 think that everyone 
s h o u l d b e c o m e familiar w i t h s o m e 
Jewish writers , in order to a p p r e c i ­
ate a different slant on life. 

Julia H 
For m o r e in format ion , contact m e 
at the Felix O f f i c e 

SMALL ADS 
Musicals 
The Barbican are s h o w i n g "lost 
m u s i c a l s " as part of their 
Inventing America s e a s o n . 
C o m p o s e r s inc lude George and 
Ira G e r s h w i n , C o l e Porter a n d 
S t e p h e n S o n d h e i m . I've got m o r e 
details in the Felix Of f i ce , so c o m e 
in and ask if y o u ' r e interested. 

Jazz 
D e b o r a h H a r r y a n d the Jazz 
Passengers are at the Barbican on 
2 8 M a y . They are fantastic, so 
hurry u p a n d get y o u r t ickets 
b e f o r e t h e y ' r e all s o l d o u t . 
A l t h o u g h n o w : The Tide is High, 
but I'm Holding On (Arts Editor 
car ted off by m e n in whi te coats 
burbl ing about hair-dye) 

Help!! 
W a n t e d : M o r e arts r e v i e w e r s . 
Everyone has exams , especial ly 
m e , a n d I n e e d s o m e d e d i c a t e d 
p e o p l e interested in other things 
as w e l l as their degrees to c o m e 
and g o to plays a n d art galleries, 
a n d then write about t h e m . Post­
g r a d s a n d m e d i c s e s p e c i a l l y 
w a n t e d , but a n y o n e interested 
s h o u l d c o m e into the Felix Of f i ce 
a n d either ask for Julia, or emai l 
m e o n fe l ix@ic .ac .uk. 

mailto:felix@ic.ac.uk
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THE REAL INSPECTOR HOUND & BLACK COMEDY 
Comedy Theatre 

"I ' l l ki l l you for this, Simon 
Gascoigne!" 

Anna Chancellor as Lady Muldoon 

I t c o u l d be s a i d t h a t b o t h 
t h e s e p l a y s l a c k e c l a t , a n d 
s h o w a c o m p l e t e d i s r e g a r d 

for e l a n . It is t r u e , h o w e v e r , 
t h a t t h e y r e p r e s e n t a n e n t i r e 
g e n e r a t i o n , a n d e x p r e s s t h e 
d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n o f a d i s e m b o d ­
i e d s o c i e t y . 

T h e f i r s t o f t h e s e p l a y s , The 
Real Inspector Hound, is a g l o ­
r i o u s T o m S t o p p a r d s a t i r e o n 
c r i t i c s a n d c r i t i c s m , w i t h t h e 
d i a l o g u e a l t e r n a t i n g b e t w e e n 
t h e p h i l a n d e r i n g c r i t i c s in t h e 
a u d i e n c e a n d t h e f i r s t n i g h t o f 

t h e p l a y t h e y ' v e c o m e t o 
r e v i e w . T h i s p l a y w i t h i n a p l a y 
is a n A g a t h a C h r i s t i e p a s t i c h e , 
a n d it b e c o m e s c l e a r t h a t a l l is 
n o t as it s e e m s , e s p e c i a l l y as 
t h e c r i t i c s a r e d r a g g e d i n t o t h e 
p l a y , a n d t h e a c t o r s t a k e o v e r 
t h e r o l e o f t h e c r i t i c s . 
W o n d e r f u l m o m e n t s i n c l u d e 
L a d y M u l d o o n in a c o c k t a i l 
d r e s s , h i g h h e e l s a n d p e r f e c t l y 
a r r a n g e d s t o c k i n g s , c o m i n g in 
t h r o u g h t h e F r e n c h w i n d o w s , 
h a v i n g o b v i o u s l y jus t f i n i s h e d a 
g a m e o f t e n n i s , M r s D r u d g e 
s w i t c h i n g o n t h e r a d i o t o h e a r 
a p o l i c e w a r n i n g a b o u t a m a d ­
m a n , b e l i e v e d t o be a t a l l 
y o u n g m a n in a g r e y s u i t 
b e h a v i n g s u s p i c i o u s l y in t h e 
n e i g h b o u r h o o d , a n d a t a l l 
y o u n g m a n in a g r e y s u i t , 
b e h a v i n g s u s p i c i o u s l y , e n t e r i n g 
t h r o u g h t h e F r e n c h w i n d o w s as 
s h e s t a n d s t h e r e w i t h h e r 
m o u t h o p e n , a n d t h e b o d y , 
w h i c h l i e s o n t h e f l o o r a n d is 
i g n o r e d b y t h e e n t i r e c o m p a ­
n y , u n t i l t h e p o l i c e i n s p e c t o r 
p o i n t s it o u t t o t h e m . T h e p l a y 
is e x t r e m e l y s u r r e a l in p a r t s , 
b u t d u e t o t h e w i t a n d b r i l ­
l i a n c e o f t h e w r i t i n g r e m a i n s 

e x t r e m e l y f u n n y . T h e p l o t is 
a l m o s t i m p o s s i b l e t o d e s c r i b e ; 
1 c a n o n l y s a y t h a t it is c o n f u s ­
i n g , c u n n i n g a n d c o m i c . 

Black Comedy, t h e s e c o n d 
p l a y , is a r a r e l y p e r f o r m e d 
f a r c e f r o m t h e S i x t i e s , w h e r e 
t h e f a m i l i a r o f l i g h t a n d d a r k 
a r e r e v e r s e d : w h e n t h e a c t o r s 
c a n s e e , w e c a n n o t , w h e n a 
f u s e b l o w s o n s t a g e , t h e t h e ­
a t r e is s u d d e n l y f l o o d l i t . A g a i n 
t h e p l o t is a l m o s t t o t a l l y i n d e ­
s c r i b a b l e , d e s c e n d i n g as it 
d o e s i n t o c o m p l e t e f a r c e . In 
e s s e n c e , it i n v o l v e s a n a r t i s t 
a n d h i s f i a n c e e w h o a r e u n a b l e 
t o m a r r y u n l e s s h e r m i l i t a r y 
f a t h e r g i v e s h i s p e r m i s s i o n . H e 
w i l l o n l y d o t h i s o f t h e a r t i s t 
c a n s e l l h i s s c u l p t u r e s t o a n 
e c c e n t r i c a n d p r o f o u n d l y d e a f 
m i l l i o n a i r e . A d d t o t h i s a s p i n ­
s t e r d i s c o v e r i n g a l c o h o l , a n d 
e x t r e m e l y c a m p n e i g h b o u r a n d 
a G e r m a n p h i l o s o p h e r w o r k i n g 
as a n e l e c t r i c i a n , a n d y o u h a v e 
a s p a r k l i n g w i t t y f a r c e . D i d I 
m e n t i o n t h e e x - g i r l f r i e n d w h o 
r e t u r n s t o c a u s e h a v o c ? 

B o t h p l a y s h a v e t h e s a m e 
c a s t , f e a t u r i n g D u c k f a c e f r o m 
F o u r W e d d i n g s a n d A F u n e r a l 

( A n n a C h a n c e l l o r ) , t h e b l o n d e 
P h i l a d e l p h i a g i r l ( S a r a h 
C r o w e ) , s o m e o n e w h o l o o k s 
a s t o n i s h i n g l y l i k e a f r i e n d o f 
m i n e a n d a n a c t o r w h o y o u ' l l 
r e c o g n i s e a n d , if y o u ' r e l i k e 
m e , w i l l b e a b s o l u t e l y u n a b l e 
t o p l a c e . T h e y ' r e a l l e x t r e m e l y 
g o o d , a n d f i t t h e d u a l r o l e s 
t h e y h a v e t o p l a y . B o t h p l a y s 
h a d m e a l m o s t c r y i n g w i t h 
l a u g h t e r , a n d a r e w e l l w o r t h 
g o i n g t o s e e . T h e t h e a t r e is 
g o r g e o u s as w e l l , o n e o f t h o s e 
l i t t l e L o n d o n t h e a t r e s w i t h 
m o r e s p a c e i n s i d e t h a n y o u ' d 
b e l i e v e p o s s i b l e f r o m t h e 
f a c a d e . H u r r y u p a n d g e t y o u r 
t i c k e t s , t h e r u n e n d s in t w e l v e 
w e e k s . 

Julia H 

SAUCY JACK A N D THE SPACE VIXENS 
Queen's Theatre 

B efore the s h o w started w e 
w e r e ant ic ipat ing s o m e t h i n g 
truly c o s m i c , as w e w e r e 

presented w i t h a scene of stars a n d 
spaceships . The p r o g r a m m e c a m e 
with a glossary of terms , w h i c h w a s 
full of o u t r a g e o u s h u m o u r , a n d 
p r o m i s e d a 'post m o d e r n m u s i c a l 
which raised an intergalact ic fist u p 
at convent ion . ' 

W h a t w e got , however , w a s a 
cross b e t w e e n a t a m e v e r s i o n of 
the Rocky Horror Show a n d 
Forbidden Planet that didn't really 
work . The story w a s partly narrated 
by an ' intergalactic' psychoana lys t , 
a f requenter of S a u c y Jack's, a 
seedy bar w h e r e several cabaret 
artists have recent ly b e e n m u r ­
dered by the Sl ingback Killer, an 
elusive character w h o s e w e a p o n is 
a s e q u i n n e d st i letto. 

To the rescue c o m e the appar ­
ently te lepathic S p a c e Vixens , three 
sassy d i s c o divas w h o get a little 
distracted f r o m the job in h a n d 
(ahem) by h a n d s o m e y o u n g 

m e n / w o m e n . Through a stroke of 
luck, o n e of the S p a c e Vixens finds 
out w h o the killer is, a n d the reper­
cuss ions of this change the lives of 
all the characters . 

T h e s te l lar l a n d s c a p e w a s 
rep laced by a c lut tered a n d s u p ­
p o s e d l y s leazy bar that bore little 
re levance to space and r e m a i n e d 
the only scenery u s e d throughout 
the rest of the s h o w . O n c e it f o u n d 
its feet, the m u s i c w a s w e l l per­
f o r m e d , funky a n d m o d e r n ( includ­
ing an excel lence sax solo) wi th a 
re f resh ing ly u n s e n t i m e n t a l a n d 
unref ined feel . 

The m o s t m e m o r a b l e charac­
ter, B o o b y , the d r e a m y waitress 
p l a y e d by a m a n (David Ashley) 
w a s the only really c o n v i n c i n g char­
acter a l though the others , whi le 
general ly not m a k i n g an i m p r e s s i o n 
w e r e at t imes very enterta ining a n d 
energet ic . Ashley 's part w a s not 
o v e r a c t e d and he m a d e the charac­
ter i m m e d i a t e l y l ikeable. 

The story line, whi le l ight-heart­

edly kinky, was s i m p l e a n d yet not 
clearly p o r t r a y e d , m a k i n g it surpris­
ingly hard to fo l low. A l t h o u g h in 
parts very a m u s i n g , the majority of 
the h u m o u r w a s c h e a p , ' C a r r y - O n ' 
style i n n u e n d o , m a k i n g it s e e m less 
sent imenta l than m o s t W e s t - E n d 
musica ls , but it still l acked original­
ity - w e ' d heard it all before . 

They d i d feel , however , that it 
w a s necessary to inc lude the s tan­
d a r d r e c i p e of boy/girl m e e t s 
boy/girl (pick a combinat ion) by 
pair ing off everyone at the e n d , 
apparent ly merely to a d d s o m e res­
o lut ion to the thin plot . O n e of the 
characters that w a s k i l led e v e n 
c a m e back to life so that the v ixen , 
Bunny wouldn ' t be left a lone . 

T w o out of the four c o u p l e s 
w e r e h o m o s e x u a l w h i c h a d d e d to 
the quirky a n d c a m p a t m o s p h e r e , 
especial ly s ince the t w o m e n ' came 
out ' as plastic fetishists half w a y 
through. Perhaps better sui ted to 
its original format as a fringe s h o w 
in the Edinburgh Festival, w e f o u n d 

that it didn't qui te s u c c e e d in the 
W e s t End a n d that it l acked sub­
stance . A s a bit of fun, however , 
y o u ' d be hard p r e s s e d to f ind any­
th ing trashier. Its main virtue was 
the m u s i c a n d the c o s t u m e s t o o 
w e r e impress ive (sci-fi/trendy). 

W e r e c k o n 6/10. 

Judith and Christian 
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B U S T - A - G U T C O M E D Y 
C L U B 
The Daily Telegraph Open 
Mic Semi-Final. 10 new 
acts plus compere Chris 
Addison £2.50 dBs. 
Doors open 8pm 
SHAFT - 70's & 80's trashy 
pop and disco, plus chill 
out room and cocktail 
bar. Free before 9/£ I 
after. 

STA BAR TRIVIA 
Win £50 or a crate of 
lager. DaVinci's 8pm. 

M.r Jwoc* e x a m 
12 Pirn. 

DaVinc i ' s Cock ta i l N i g h t . 
From 5pm 

Banana/nan 

T h e S impsons 

' " • 1 .0, BBC I 
'.':<; v .'iiy tc"i>..',':;:. v-./O: 
! J . : < I !> • r-i;i 

' !••. HFI . 
V iOr iMdng fj| 'OfJC'i v/i 'v 

" .. i. 'i 

The Eurov is ion S o n g 
C o n t e s t 8 10pm, BBC I 
The annual musical cr; 
fest comes round once 
again This year has th 
added bonus of being 
staged in Britain (cos v 
won last year), and thi 
is presented by well 
known Brits Terry Woe 
and Ulrika Jonsson, 

Teletubbies 10 00, BBC2 
The hype may have died 
down, but they're still out 
there, weird as ever. 
The Bodyguard 9 00, ITV 
Kevin Costner again 
demonstrates his charm­
ing ability to emulate a 
piece of woods thats lost 
the will to live. 
Film 98 11.25, BBC I 

, • •. 12.00, 0,1 
i l ! f , : y p ; l o y i . l . ; oy i.hf. 

, •• • , ,,. i l.'if 

Real R o o m s •ton 
. ' I ! . ' ' " 

/V i i i i i i U | S i ! ^ 

Match o f the Day -
European Cup Winners 
Cup Final, 7 30 BBC I 
Can Chelsea become the 
first English team to pick 
up a European title since 
Katrina & the Waves? 
ER 9 00, C4 
Death, heartache, car­
nage and destruction, TV 
doesn't get much better 

,1, i . : 
T h e B e n E l ton S h o w 

: '. i • i .; • 

Uve a n d Dangerous 

Diamanda Galas 
Royal Festival Hall, 
£i5-£7,50. 
Dale Watson 
Watermans Arts Centre, 
£8. 
Also 20 , 
Borderline, 
£8, 
Pat Metheny Group 
Shepherds Bush Empire, 
£17,50, 

' :. ... • 
• 'i l l ''. .!'.' !,. I 

u o o o 

IM • • 
•'•:-:•/•} 

' '• : ' 
i. i i . >i':-V't--.''.l ! 'OOOy 
'•'•„'•. i 

B im She rman 
The Theatre El 7, 
£8. £6. 

Lester Bowie A n d Brass 
Fantasy 
Barbican, EI7.50-E9.50. 
Fatback Band 
Jazz Cafe, £15, £12.50. 

. • '.:' 

, i ". Ill, 
I. 'O U 0 . 
C o u n t r y J o e M c D o n a l d 

ii.'..t .';!.'t 
FI2 ; 10 

The C r a m p s 
Astoria, £tbc. 

.v.i.lr..; >• : 

A o u a i u m . 5.0 

i:iMf>v,-!ii;. f 7 ,:>:i. 
••• •••• 

Iv1 : E..J' r: of ' ! ! ' . ' KOlX . 

n d 
'?..'><;, ;.'ji.i, :>. o.:,o 

V i rg in H a m m e r s m i t h 

Odeon Kensington 
' , 4 9 9 10, l / . O V i i i i 

B r e a k d o w n 
- Kurt Russell chases 

down the man who's 
kidnapped his wife. 

O d e o n M a r b l e A r c h 
2.05, 4.25, 6.45, 9.15 
UCI White leys 
2.45, 5.05, 7.25, 9.40 
O d e o n Kens ing ton 
7.10, 9.40 

S o m e t h i n g to Believe In 
J l V ' . r , "u " i ' .V I lf:(i.'i. 

i L.V.I.VI •in!:.»... •;'::;; :•.• 
' ' , p i . ' l : i : M ' ! - i v . i i . f ; r i ; 

tv/ i 

•••irrm O o o . v o i r j 
00, ./ ,;0, ( >:). 9.00 
• ' •' ' '••:."' --.a 

.9.30 9 10 

The Big Lebowski 
- Classy, funny, bril­

liantly made. Must see, 

ABC Tottenham Court Rd 
1.20. 3.55. 6.40, 9.25 
Warner West End 
1.00. 3.50, 6 40, 9.30 
Virgin Chelsea 
12 15, 3.00, 6 00, 8 3 0 

•••'•. :' • ' .-. 
/Oily' < ; l , . i . . j ! I ;:,y 

r ind 0<3. i\.;-n i f ' . (.';!' I 
'•! I!':! 'l.jSO 

1 (IV,. ', 00, ». 00 
O d e o n M a r b l e Arch 
I 2.0'. . 1 0 ' ; . >s 00 

2 00, 'I tjV. 0.00 

Sliding Doors 
- Gwenyth Paltrow 

stars in a multi-dimen­
sional comedy, receiving 
rave reviews. 

UCI Empire 
1.00, 3.30, 6.00, 8.30 
Virgin Fulham Road 
1.50,4.10,6.30,8.50 '• 

njnk, 

i'-Oi •! 

Wvdrtinstivi i ;.iliMoi;iy> 

O d e o n Kens ing ton 
7 70, 9.35 
Virg in Che l s ea 
0 i 5 , 3 15, 0,4 5, 9 , ! 0 

Virgin Ealing 
2.50. 9 00, / 10, 9 20 

The Power of the Poster 
V&A, South Kensington 
Free to students 
Next door 

Chicago 
Adelphi Theatre, Strand, 
Tube: Charing Cross 
£!5-£33.50 

Lovecrafi;,; , 
'••>-: .7 i: ! i.'hOon I ...iilny 
•90 I", 19 IMS: KO.r 
l i f M y , 1,7. in. | , ' l p;; 

As Thousands Cheer 
• |. 1 , i I •' ••}! 

Sili' 00r 
.'.,:• jyy.s .• : , . 'if :|i- I-, 

Vong Phaophanit 
Royal Festival Hall, South 
Bank, Tube: Waterloo 

O u r Lady of Sligo 
Cottesloe. National 
Theatre, South Bank, 
Tube: Waterloo 
£17, £12 

Young .Americans 2 
H . f S.i, HI.s ii 'Ooilcry, 90.0 
ii.-;:.,li0.i;y ' Su . 'd | , ! i ; . 

, , / ., ' 

'-i ;:••! i „ . i : •'.. I i . I h S i l / i S ! 

' ' I' ! I ' 

i . ' i f r . ; , , i i ' n ' V: i) 

Estorick Collection o f 
Modern Italian A r t 
Estorick Academy, 
Northampton Lodge, 3 9 a 
Cannonbury Street, Tube: 
Highbury & Islington 

Naked 
Playhouse Theatre, 
Northumberland Avenue, 

: " i 
V'lf.r. ' i t if i i? CMlii'vy. 
KC>-.-.'!>{ji.c:>!i ' ' . , i !Of:: i i , , 

.•ill . ill 'I 

The Real Inspector Hounc| 
& Black Comedy I 
' ' .OiilCl'iy 'IIIMI'.'C. '0-1! III,/! 

Henry Moore at t he 
National Gallery 
The National Gallery, 
Trafalgar Square, Tube: 
Charing Cross • 

The Misanthrope 
Piccadilly Theatre, 
Denman Street, Tube: 
Piccadilly Circus, £9 

Labyr in th @ The Pleasure 

. H: . i , i'vSS 

1 i/tili'SSS | il.iu.i'.M l i i ! :.)(' ! 

' • iV 'C ' i (kVVOi.: 
' . ' i n , ' ' i i l J . ' / i i i i i O i . 
r.'.-,!'.. :.!' i.'i.'r".:' ii,i'o 
. . : o 0' if i , . 

La Costa Nostra presents 
Saturday Night Fever (3rd 
B-day Bash) @ Camden 
Palace, NWI 
Underground Garage 
with Back to Back specials 
from Mikee B, Spoony & 
Timi Magic. Nigel Benn & 
DJ Ride-F more. 9pm-
7am Tickets £13.50 + BF 
more on the door 

•note/ 
: i • . ' ' 'i M i 

i n •;•: i . ' 11" 

,01 J':.'"-, .-Ii'ii I ( i . ' iOlK. I 

O'li.iO O.:. : ! . ' : . i :-,. ' i i " 
I': ' ••;••„ 

/ p m OO'iTil. i.O/'l ivlKIt: 
Hi ; ! ' O ' / i /,:'/0':-':.i 

Club Tropicana @ The 
Gardening Club. Covent 
Garden. 
Phil Brill & DJ Alice and 
introducing 3 new DJs. 
House 'n' Garage. 
9pm-3am. £5/£3Mem. 
Drinks from £ I between 
9pm-1 Ipm. 

Labe l Launrh Party @ 
Oi 0 : ' ' ' (:-(ivS((StSSB 
UK l/i<':(H.n::ii:,,f! :.i:,r..n, i'ho 
C r e a t o r s <:. ' • i'. • 

9 p m • l a m . Vfk-X. 

Sniper @ LA2 Charring 
Cross Rd. Playing live 
Info. 0171 627 8288. 
Swerve @ Velvet Rooms 
Charring Cross Rd. WC2 
Upfront D&B. Resident 
Fabio. 
I0pm-2.30am. £6 /Nus 
£4 Info: 0171 734 4687 

i ' v h i ' X l . i 
k'OcKf" (Ai..| 10 
V| i m /ar.'i ) . 

lechno I0pm-2am. £6 
Info 0171 734 4687 



F r i d a y 
BUST-A--GUT 
c o m e d y c l u b 
With Chris Addison 

and 10 new acts 
£ 2 . 5 0 . 8pm dBs 

7 0 ' s d i s c o & 8 0 ' s p o p 
h c h i l l o u t r o o m . 

£1 a f t e r 9/free b 4 

S T A B A R T R I V I A 
Win £50 or a crate of lager. DaVinci's 8.30 

Wednesday 
8-12. Free 

Thursday 
DAVI NCI'S COCKTAIL NIGHT 

H o s t e d b y 

S T A R O F C 4 ' S S T A N D - U P S H O W " C A S " 
TUESDAY StH MAY 

C A R D I F F U N I V E R S I T Y S T U D E N T S U N I O N * 
* THE TERMINAL 

Doors: 8.00pm / Box off ice: 01222 387 a21 * 

THURSDAY 7 th MAY 
F A R N B O R O U C H C O L L E G E O F T E C H N O L O G Y S T U D E N T S U N I O N 

THE SUB CLUB 
^ Doors: 8 . 0 0 p m / Box off ice: 01252 407 145 

FRIDAY StH MAY * 
I M P E R I A L C O L L E G E U N I O N L O N D O N * 

fJB'S, BEIT QUAD 
Doors: B.aopm / Box Office: 0171 594 8068 

SATURDAY BtH MAY 

L O U G H B O R O U G H U N I V E R S I T Y S T U D E N T S U N I O N * 
COMEDY CLUB 

Doors: 7.30pm / BOX Office: 01509 632011 

SUNDAY lOtH MAY 
E D I N B U R G H U N I V E R S I T Y S T U D E N T S A S S O C I A T I O N 

PLEASANCE SOCIETIES CENTRE 
Doors: 7.30pm / BOX Office: 0131 650 2349 ^ 

MONDAY lltH MAY 
S T A F F O R D S H I R E U N I V E R S I T Y S T U D E N T U N I O N 

ODVSSEV 
Doors: 7.00pm / BOX Office: 01782 294 310 

TUESDAY 12th MAY 
L I V E R P O O L U N I V E R S I T Y G U I L D O F S T U D E N T S 

UNCLE PIEHEAD'S COMEDY PARLOUR 
Doors: 7.30pm / BOX Office: 0151 709 9108 

SATURDAY IStH MAY 

BRITAIN'S BIGGEST SEARCH 
FOR NEW COMEDY STARS 
SEMI-FINALS 

B R U N E L U N I V E R S I T Y U N I O N O F S T U D E N T S 
THE ACADEMY 

Doors: 7.45pm / Box Office: 01895 813 504 

THURSDAY 28th MAY 
BIRMINGHAM UNIVERSITY GUILD OF STUDENTS 

THE JOKE JOINT 
Doors: 8.30pm / Box Office: 0121 693 0907 Tickets: C2.50 

If you would like to enter next year's competition please send your name and address to: 
1999 D a i l y T e l e g r a p h O p e n M i c A w a r d , 

P O BOX 13018, L o n d o n WC2H 7 B H * 
* o r c a l l 0891 887766 

" S I I V I F ^ L Y B S R I L L I J A N T " I C A M S C O S T 5 0 P P E R M I N U T E A T A " * 
Mrs M e r t o n s t a r C a r o l i n e A h e r n e Applicants must never have been previously paid for a stand-up comedy gig 
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C a s p a r v q r ^ f t r e & e 
4 B # ^ t t h e a g e o f 5 4 , m y g r a n d f a t h e r p l a y e d a g a m e o f c r i c k e t t h a t c h a n g e d t h e r e s t o f h i s l i f e . A b a d l y p l a y e d 

s t r u c k h l r a o n t h e f o r e h e a d a n d k n o c k e d h i m u n c o n s c i o u s f o r t w o m i n u t e s . W h e n h e c a m e r o u n d h e a p p e a r e d t o b e r e a s o n a b l y 
u n i n j u r e d , a p a r t f r o m a s p r e a d i n g p u r p l e b r u i s e a n d a t o u c h o f a m n e s i a . H i s t e a m - m a t e s t h o u g h t h e d i d n ' t n e e d a d o c t o r 
a n d t o l d h i m t o g o h o m e a n d l i e d o w n . T h i s h e d i d a n d I m m e d i a t e l y f e l l I n t o a c o m a - l i k e s l e e p , n o t r e a w a k e n i n g f o r 
t h i r t y - s i x h o u r s . W h e n h e f i n a l l y r e o p e n e d h i s e y e s u n d e r b e n e a t h t h e w a t c h f u l g a z e o f m y g r a n d m o t h e r h e c o m p l a i n e d o f 
a c r i p p l i n g h e a d a o h e a n d a b i z a r r e d e f e c t i n h i s v i s i o n . T w o d a y s l a t e r , a t t h e l o c a l h o s p i t a l , h e w a s d i a g n o s e d a s 
h a v i n g t h e v e r y r a r e c o n d i t i o n o f a c h r o m a t o p s i a . H e h a d l o s t t h e a b i l i t y t o s e e c o l o u r . 

M y g r a n d f a t h e r , a g r e a t f a n o f F r e n c h p a i n t i n g , w a s p l u n g e d I n t o a n a l i e n w o r l d f i l l e d w i t h s h a d e s o f g r e y a n d 

a b h o r r e n t b l a c k . I t w a s a w o r l d h e n e v e r l e f t a g a i n u n t i l h i s d e a t h . F o l l o w i n g t h e a c c i d e n t h e s u f f e r e d m a s s i v e d e p r e s ­

s i o n s a n d b e c a m e v e r y s e r i o u s l y i l l f o r m a n y m o n t h s . H o w e v e r , h e w a s a v e r y s t r o n g m a n w i t h a l e g e n d a r y d e t e r m i n a t i o n 

a n d h e r e c o v e r e d . F o r a t i m e h e c o u l d e a t o n l y f o o d t h a t a p p e a r e d n a t u r a l t o h i m , s u c h a s b l a c k o l i v e s , y o g h u r t , w h i t e 

r i c e , b l a c k c o f f e e , b u t t h i s e f f e c t g r a d u a l l y d i s a p p e a r e d . H e r e m o v e d e v e r y p a i n t i n g f r o m h i s v i c i n i t y a n d r e p l a c e d 

t h e m w i t h s o m b r e b l a c k a n d w h i t e p i c t u r e s ; a r t g a l l e r i e s h e n e v e r e n t e r e d a g a i n . H e u s e d t o w e a r g r e e n s u n g l a s s e s t o 

i m p r o v e t h e c o n t r a s t o f h i s v i s i o n a n d a c c e n t u a t e p e r c e p t i o n o f b o u n d a r i e s a n d f o r m . T h o s e s u n g l a s s e s w e r e o n e o f t h e 

m a n y f a s c i n a t i n g I d i o s y n c r a s i e s o f m y g r a n d f a t h e r , m a n y o f w h i c h b r a n d e d h i m a n e c c e n t r i c I n s o m e p e o p l e s ' e y e s , b u t 

n e v e r s o i n m i n e . 
M y g r a n d f a t h e r d i e d a t t h e a g e o f 8 1 . I w a s 14 y e a r s o l d . H e s u f f e r e d a s t r o k e , w h i c h l e f t h i m c o m a t o s e . B r i e f l y 

b e f o r e t h e h e a r t a t t a o k w h i c h k i l l e d h i m , h o w e v e r , h e w a s c o n s c i o u s , f o r o n e p r e c i o u s h o u r . B y s o m e d i v i n e c o i n c i d e n c e 
m y f a m i l y w a s p r e s e n t i n h i s h o s p i t a l r o o m a s h e w a s a w a k e a n d i t i s a b r i e f m o m e n t I n m y l i f e I w i l l n e v e r f ' 
d e t a i l s o f t h e r o o m w i l l r e m a i n w i t h me a l w a y s : i t s i n t r i n s i c s t e r i l i t y w h i c h a l l m y m o t h e r s f l o w e r s c o u l d n e v 
p e l , t h e s o m e h o w p l e a s a n t b u t f r i g h t e n i n g s m e l l o f a n t i s e p t i c s o a p , t h e l o w m u r m u r o f a c t i v i t y i n t h e c o r r i d o r 
s i d e . M o s t v i v i d l y , t h o u g h , m y g r a n d f a t h e r h i m s e l f . P r o p p e d u p o n p i l l o w s , h i s f a c e s t i l l e x u d i n g h u m o u r , c o n ! 
l o v e o f l i f e , u n t o u c h e d b y m o r b i d i t y , b u t m o r e t h a n t h i s , t h e f a c t t h a t h e w a s c r y i n g . 

I t w a s n e v e r e s t a b l i s h e d w h a t h a p p e n e d i n h i s h e a d t h e d a y i t w a s s t r u c k b y t h e c r i c k e t b a l l . T h e b r a i n ! 
f a n t a s t i c a l l y I n t r i c a t e t h a n c a n b e i m a g i n e d , a n d i t s w o r k i n g s w i l l r e m a i n I m p e n e t r a b l e t o s c i e n c e f o r a l o n g 
c o m e . M a y b e a h a n d f u l o f m i c r o s c o p i c n e u r o n e s l o s t t h e i r l i f e l o n g c o n t a c t w i t h o n e a n o t h e r , o r p o s s i b l y a t i n 
b u r s t , s t a r v i n g s o m e v i t a l n e r v e c o m p l e x o f b l o o d . W h a t 13 c e r t a i n , h o w e v e r , i s t h a t t h e s t r o k e u n d i d w h a t e v e 
c r i c k e t b a l l h a d d o n e , a n d f o r h i s l a s t w a k i n g h o u r m y g r a n d f a t h e r s a w t h e w o r l d a g a i n i n c o l o u r . 

H e w e p t a t t h e s e n s a t i o n s h e h a d f o r g o t t e n o v e r 2 7 y e a r s , u n a s h a m e d l y a n d b e f o r e u s a l l . I t w a s s o m e t h l n 

d e e p l y s h o c k e d me a t t h a t a g e . H o w o o u l d m y g r a n d f a t h e r , t h e p a r a d i g m o f s e l f - c o n t r o l , l o s e h i s c o m p o s u r e s o 

w a s e m b a r r a s s e d f o r h i m , s o m u c h s o t h a t I c o u l d n o t m e e t h i s e y e s . I p r o m i s e d m y s e l f a t t 1 ' t . h a t w h 

w o u l d s t r i v e t o b e l i k e h i m i n e v e r y p o s s i b l e w a y , *>•>•>• m r a m o l e I w o u l d n o t f o l l o w . 

t.hot. f i n a l e p i s o d e I n h i s 

T h e 

s t r i v e t o b e n » - d 9 l n h l a 

I t r i e d t o f o r g e t t h a t f i n a l P t w 9 n t y - l 

e d b y i t f o r t h a t » ^ » ; y J ^ o p ^ ' p u b l i c l y o r o t h e -
. r o u n d f o u r / f l y e I h a e n e v e ^ p r Q u d _ I t ' s n o t 

t h a t w a s i m p o s s i b l e 
c a n h o n e s t l y s a y t h a t f r 
s o m e t h i n g t h a t my p a r e n t 

t I d o n ' t h a v e f e e l i n g s , q u i t 

» l l y 

i e ' 1 1 b e h e r e l n 

r, T h e w o m a n w h o h a s r e f u s e d t o l e a v e my m i n d f o r e v e n t h e b t 
t, s i x d a y s . S u s a n a n d I h a v e k n o w n e a c h o t h e r f o r s i x y e a r s , 
i v e t w o s t r e e t s a w a y f r o m e a c h o t h e r ; w e s e e e a c h o t h e r a l m o 
s a l o u s o f m e , b e c a u s e , a f t e r a l l , s h e i s a t t r a c t i v e . H o w e v e r , 
l y . Of c o u r s e , I w o u l d s a y d i s m l s s l v e l y w i t h a b a r e l y c o n c e a : 

v e r y g o o d f r i e n d s , h o w e v e r , i t I s a n a f f e c t i o n t h a t I h a v e 
w d a y s . W i t h g r e a t r e l u c t a n c e I ' v e h a d t o a d m i t t o m y s e l f t h 

t h e s e 
o f f i c e ; 

w e r e a l w a y s s l i g h t 
w o u l d n e v e r a d m i t 

f u l l y i n t h e s e l a s 
t o o m u c h f o r g r a n t e d . 

I f i n d f r i e n d s e a s i l y , a n d m a y b e t o o e a s i l y . I ' v e h a d a f e w r e l a t i o n s h i p s i n t h e p a s t , b u t n o n e o f t h e m , e r , 
Involved. I n e v e r f e l t t h e r e w a s a n y t h i n g m i s s i n g l n my l i f e . U n t i l n o w , t h a t i s . 

S u s a n w a s c o v e r i n g a n a m a t e u r e x p e d i t i o n o n t o M o u n t S v e r e s t f o r t h e f r e e l a n c e n e w s a g e n c y w e b o t h w o r k e d f o r . Four 
months s h e h a d b e e n g o n e n o w , f o u r m o n t h s . N e v e r h a d I t h o u g h t a b o u t h o w l o n g t h a t w o u l d b e , n e v e r h a d I e v e n d r e a m e d 
t h a t I c o u l d m i s s a n y o n e a s m u c h a s I b l o o d y m i s s e d h e r . S u d d e n l y I w a s f o r c e d t o e x p l o r e v e r y a l i e n a n d e m b a r r a s s i n g 
f e e l i n g s . 

S h e c a l l e d me o n c e v i a s a t e l l i t e p h o n e , d u r i n g h e r a c c l i m a t i s a t i o n t i m e a t b a s e c a m p . S h e h a d s a i d t h a t s h e m i s s e d 
m e . I n t h a t m o m e n t I b e c a m e s o I n t e n s e l y a w a r e o f h o w m a n y t i m e s I h a d s a i d t h e s a m e t h i n g , n e v e r r e a l l y m e a n i n g i t . S h e 
h a d t a l k e d a b o u t t h e m o u n t a i n s a n d t h e p e o p l e l n h e r g r o u p . S h e c o m p l a i n e d o f h e a d a c h e s a n d n a u s e a f r o m t h e a l t i t u d e . 
S h e h a d a l r e a d y s e e n t h e f i r s t c o r p s e b e s i d e t h e W a l l , u n c e r e m o n i o u s l y w r a p p e d l n t a t t e r e d b i n l i n e r s , f r o z e n s o l i d . S h e 
w h i s p e r e d a b o u t o n e o f t h e s h e r p a s , w h o h a d s u f f e r e d a n o e d e m a l n h i s l u n g b e c a u s e o f t h e t h i n a i r a n d h a d d i e d 

I h a d b e g u n t o w o r r y , n o t b a d l y , b u t m o r e t h a n w a s s t r i c t l y n e c e s s a r y . S h e w a s y o u n g a n d h e a l t h y , f o r S o d ' s s a k e , 
a n d t h e r e w e r e p e o p l e l n h e r g r o u p w h o w e r e f a r m o r e u n q u a l i f i e d t h a n s h e w a s t o b e o n t h a t s o d d i n g m o u n t a i n . T h e r e w a s 
t h a t J a p a n e s e w o m a n , f o r e x a m p l e , a l m o s t f i f t y y e a r s o l d , h o p i n g t o b e t h e o l d e s t w o m a n e v e r t o s c a l e S v e r e s t . 

S h e c a l l e d a g a i n f r o m c a m p f o u r , w h i c h w a s a l m o s t a t e i g h t t h o u s a n d m e t r e s . S h e s o u n d e d e x h a u s t e d a n d c o n f u s e d 
a n d t h e r e w a s n o t r a c e o f a n y e n t h u s i a s m f o r s t a n d i n g o n t o p o f t h e w o r l d . I t a p p e a r e d t h a t s o m a o f t h e 
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people i n her group of climbers were i n 
a bad s t a t e . However, they would a l l only gat one day's r e s t before the guides would 

press ahead f o r the summit. They would go without sleep f o r f o r t y hours and she mumbled some­
t h i n g about b e i n g worried about the amount of oxygen they were allowed to c a r r y . I knew that a 

h e l i c o p t e r rescue at that a l t i t u d e was unthinkable. 
I t was at that p o i n t that worry began to turn i n t o genuine dread. During a rare moment of mental c l a r i t y I 

sat down and attempted to imagine a world without Susan. That was f i n a l l y when I r e a l i s e d how much I had u n d e r e s t i ­
mated my f e e l i n g s . Prom that stage onward, she was there i n my waking mind c o n s t a n t l y . 

On the designated day o f her a s s a u l t on the summit my already severely a f f e c t e d a b i l i t y to concentrate broke down 
completely. Ky attempts at doing any work were a f a r c e , and making some excuse, I l e f t the o f f i c e e a r l y . I was 
p a i n f u l l y aware that no one seemed as worried about Susan as I was. That night I didn' t even pretend that I thought I 
might get some slee p . 

Susan reached the top of Mount Everest with seven other climbers, two guides and f i v e sherpas. The climb had 
gone smoothly and a c c o r d i n g to p l a n . I t was on the descent that the problems began. Prom what I had heard, at l e a s t 
two of the climbers were reaching u t t e r exhaustion at t h i s stage and began to s e v e r e l y hamper the climb. The guides 
r e s o r t e d to the emergency measure of i n j e c t i n g the small ampoule of c o r t i s o n e that every climber c a r r i e d around 
t h e i r neck. E x t r a oxygen was a l s o administered but i t appeared that they had taken a c t i o n too l a t e . A storm was 
approaching and a l l they had time to do was to t r y and f i n d some s h e l t e r ; f a t a l l y inadequate s h e l t e r as i t turned 
out. For twenty hours they had cowered i n temperatures of minus s i x t y degrees centigrade, w a i t i n g f o r some improve­
ment i n the c o n d i t i o n s . Somehow, a r a d i o l i n k to base camp was e s t a b l i s h e d and a l l members of the party were 
allowed one s a t e l l i t e phone c a l l . A l l except three that i s , who were s u f f e r i n g from such extreme exhaustion and 
hypothermia that they were unable to even speak. I l a t e r discovered that one of them had l o s t a glove a t t h i s stage 
and that that hand was e f f e c t i v e l y already l o s t . Susan t r i e d to phone her parents but a f t e r she had f a i l e d to get 
through had c a l l e d me. Above the s h r i e k i n g wind she had shouted i n a cracked v o i c e , t e l l i n g me she would make I t , 
again and again. She was t r y i n g to convince h e r s e l f . 

i a n l n g r u l and comforting but I T a i l e d her. What I s a i d was banal, h o l -
mattered though, she was almost d e l i r i o u s . I t r u l y b e l i e v e d she was 

I t r i e d d e s p e r a t e l y to say somethir 
low, and above a l l , f a l s e . I don't t h i n 

I t was two days before I heard the 

h o s p i t a l : 
my fe 

worse than anything that I 
>ught was beyond me. I 
l e f t behind f o r e v e r . 

i had made i t back to 
er to her i n the 

i r i c a l , I 
hree times e way to 

mm 

o f f i c e I had decided to destroy the l e t t e r , but something e l s e In me always won over. Worst of a l l , In the l a s t sen­
tence, which had taken an hour to commit to paper, I had asked her to marry me. 

S i t t i n g In t h i s cafe, t h i n k i n g the whole t h i n g over r a t i o n a l l y , I c o n c l u s i v e l y came to the d e c i s i o n that the 
l e t t e r had been a mistake. I l i t another c i g a r e t t e , r e g i s t e r i n g b l a n k l y that i t was the l a s t In the packet. Oh yes, a 
mistake of whopping p r o p o r t i o n s . I had been a bungling, h y s t e r i c a l , I d i o t , behaving l i k e some pubescent school k i d . I 
had to make a p h y s i c a l e f f o r t to prevent myself from c r i n g i n g . At best she would laugh at me, at worse... w e l l , I was­
n't even going to contemplate. Would our r e l a t i o n s h i p ever be the same again? Pigs might f l y , I thought, l o o k i n g up 
with a m i r t h l e s s g r i n . Pigs might Tucking f l y . 

F o r t y minutes before her plane was due to touch down I was at the a r r i v a l s gate, behaving l i k e a man with f e v e r . 
I cannot d e s c r i b e the thoughts I was t h i n k i n g . 

An e t e r n i t y l a t e r , groups of bleary-eyed people began to s p i l l Into the cavernous a i r p o r t h a l l . B r i e f l y I fought 
the urge to q u i t e simply run away, and moved forward to t r y and spot Susan. When I saw her, I was s u r p r i s e d that I 
f e l t no shock at the c o n d i t i o n she was In. Her face looked l i k e she had been awake non-stop f o r a month. She was pale 
despite a deep tan and walking p a i n f u l l y slowly. I f e l t I l k a I was In a u t o p i l o t as I began to walk through the crowd 
towards her. I had almost reached her before she looked up. 

There was a pause w h i l s t her t i r e d eyes looked r i g h t through me. Then, with a b a r e l y audible sob, she stepped 
Into my arms and b u r l e d her face i n my shoulder. Suddenly I f e l t that we were alone In the u n i v e r s e . 

We stood f o r a long time, without words, I t seemed we shared a m i l l i o n unspoken thoughts. F i n a l l y she s t i r r e d and 
whispered three words Into my ear. 

I t took a long time f o r those words to f i n d the designated area of my mind. I stopped running my hand 
through the h a i r at the back of her head. They were words u t t e r e d so many times, u n t h i n k i n g l y , 

u n c a r i n g l y , thrown away, always without consequence, u n t i l now. A long time l a t e r I 
gathered myself and croaked i n an unsteady v o i c e , 

"I-...I'm s o r r y about the letter...I r e a l l y don't know what- I-..." my speech f a l t e r e d . 
What l e t t e r ? She breathed In my ear. 
For the f i r s t time I l e t her go and looked Into her eyas, eyas that were so dark 

that i t was almost impossible to t e l l were her i r i s e s ended and her p u p i l s began. Then, 
s o f t l y , I began to cry. 

Any comments on t h i s story? 
Email caspar.wrede@lc.ac.uk. 

mailto:caspar.wrede@lc.ac.uk
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IC Smash 
Twickenham Sevens 
In tradit ional preparat ion to a 7s 
tournament , the majority of the 
s q u a d were d o i n g their best to 
stock up o n the necessary l iquid 
that was essential for any rugby 
c o m p e t i t i o n . W e arrived o n t i m e at 
H a m p t o n Court , only to realise that 
T w i c k e n h a m RFC w a s in H a m p t o n 
1 10 mi les away! ! ! 

O u r initial w a r m u p in the Royal 
O a k d i d not s h o w p r o m i s e in the 
first c o u p l e of g a m e s , m a k i n g a 
s low transit ion f r o m I 5s to 7s. 

Despi te los ing our capta in a n d 
s q u a d pretty " U G L Y " boy, d u e to 
bust ankle a n d broken nose respec­
tively, w e d i d our best to keep the 
o p p o s i t i o n out of the try s c o r i n g 
z o n e . C l o s e contes ts w i t h L o n d o n 
Nigerians a n d O l d A c t o n i a n s s a w 
us qua l i fy in to t h e B o w l 
c o m p e t i t i o n . 

The first k n o c k o u t g a m e 
against T w i c k e n h a m s a w us start­
ing to play sevens w i t h a length of 

the p i t ch try f r o m M a t t " c h i c k e n " 
D i x o n . Q u i c k react ion and skilful 
pass ing c o m b i n e d wi th an a w e ­
s o m e s ide s tep a l l o w e d Charl ie 
"I 've got a sore knob / give m e a 
p i n t " Cunne l l to score under the 
posts , to seal a c o n v i n c i n g victory. 

The next Imperial g a m e was the 
M e d i c s against B a l i n g . 
Unfortunate ly , overconf idence and 
key errors m a d e by play maker 
S i m o n "miss in front of the pos ts / 
d i d that g o 10? / are w e playing 
t o u c h ? " Rogers s a w the departure 
of the M e d i c s a n d m e a n t that 
Imperial w o u l d have to fight hard 
to c o m e away w i t h s o m e silver 
w a r e . 

In the s e m i - f i n a l s against 
L o n d o n Exiles 2 IC s h o w e d their 
qual i t ies by playing " c h a m p a g n e 
r u g b y " . C h r i s " l i g h t w e i g h t " 
D i c k i n s o n , init iated a n d f inished off 
a w e l l w o r k e d try w h i c h easi ly 
fo i led the defence , result ing in a 

seven pointer that any t e a m w o u l d 
be p r o u d of. A quick pick up a n d 
l ightning acce lera t ion f r o m Telfa 
" y o u s m e l l " B e y n o n c o n f i r m e d our 
place in the final against L o n d o n 
Exiles 1. 

The g a m e started wel l by "slight 
of f rame" s c o r i n g wi th in 5 s e c o n d s , 
a n d Telfa the cheetah s o l d m o r e 
d u m m i e s t h a n M o t h e r C a r e t o 
score a superb individual try. The 
Exiles fought back, but the m a t c h 
w a s guaranteed courtesy of D a v o 
"I forgot to p a s s " G o l in fine style, 
to w i n the 1998 B o d d i n g t o n B o w l . 

Thanks must g o to T w i c k e n h a m 
RFC, M a l c o l m a n d Pete Joyce for 
l iquid rewards , Joe " L l o y d ? " for her 
p o s t m a t c h m a s s a g e s , a n d all 
those w h o turned u p to m a k e it a 
great and enjoyable day . 

M I D D L E S E X S E V E N S H E R E W E 
C O M E ! ! ! 

Results 
U n i v e r s i t y o f L o n d o n L e a g u e 
Results : 
Men's Football 
ICUFC I - 4 t h (Premier Division) 
I C U F C II - 4 t h (Division O n e ) 
I C U F C III - 1st (Divis ion Three) 
I C U F C IV - 4 t h (Divis ion Three) 
I C U F C V - 5th (Divis ion Five) 
I C U F C VI - 7th (Divis ion Six) 
Women's Football 
I C U W F C - 6 t h (Premier Division) 
Men's Hockey 
I C U H C I - 2 n d (Premier Leauge) 
I C U H C II - 1st (Divis ion Two) 
I C U H C III - 5th (Divis ion Three) 
I C U H C IV - 5th (Divisoin Four) 
Women's Hockey 
I C U W H C I - 6 t h (Premier Division) 
I C U W H C II - 1st (Division Two) 
Mixed Badminton 
I C U B C - 2 n d (Division O n e ) 
Mixed Volleyball 
IC - 1st (Only Division) 
Men's Basketball 
IC - 1st (Divis ion One) 
Women's Basketwall 
IC - 2 n d (Only Division) 
Netball 
IC - 8 t h (Premier Division) 

HAIR NEWS HAIR NEWS HAIR NEWS 

HAIR CUT 
£8.00 

UNISEX UNISEX UNISEX UNISEX UNISEX 
I N C L U D E S : 

cV C O N S U L T A T I O N with stylist to d i s c u s s you r sty le, try 

a n e w look a n d learn h o w to m a n a g e a n d cont ro l your hair. 

A - S H A M P O O f o l l owed by H e r b a l C o n d i t i o n e r a n d s c a l p 

m a s s a g e . 

. V P R E C I S I O N H A I R C U T by fully qua l i f i ed hair stylist, 

e x p e r i e n c e d , in m o d e r n h a i r d r e s s i n g . 

U S E O F H A I R D R I E R with c o m p l e m e n t a r y gel or 

m o u s s e to f inish your sty le . 

O P E N 9 0 0 A M - 6 . 0 0 P M 

Last Appointment for Hair Cut 6 .00pm 
Phone for information on other special offers, e.g. Perms. Highlights, Tints. 

TREVOR ROY SALON 
52 Kensington Church Street, W8 

T E L : 0 1 7 1 9 3 7 6 4 1 3 
3 minutes from High St. Kensington & Notting H i l l Gate 

I.C. SPORTS 
CENTRE 

7 Princes Gardens. Ext 48964 

50% off student Squash 
& Swimming fees. 

Mon - Fri 8.30am -
10.45am & 2.00pm -

3.45pm 

Free 

Induction for use of the 

fitness gym! 

Special offers available until 31st May 


