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Send Us Your

Messages

Andy Heeps: ‘C&G

Union a Joke’
DAVID ROBERTS

At a_ surprisingly vocal

meeting of the City &

Guilds Officers and

Members Council (OMC)

last Monday, a year of per-

ceived inactivity and

incompetence from the #

C&G Union Executive final- §

ly came to a head with the @

presentation of a motion

of no-confidence in Vivake

Bhalla, the C&GU §

President. However, as Mr ©

Bhalla was absent from the :

meeting, and thus unable

to defend himself, C&GU 3

rules forbade the proposal }

being put to a vote, and

instead the OMC passed a

motion to convene an

Emergency Meeting on

Tuesday 10 February,

where the motion of no-

confidence would be discussed, threatening to push for a motion of

with or without Mr Bhalla. no-confidence in the entire Guilds

This move has been welcomed Executive. Instead ICU Council,

by the ICU Executive, who were who met on Tuesday night, passed

a motion commending the

actions of the OMC, but

@ asking the C&GU

Executive to produce reg-

ular reports so that ICU

Executive can monitor

their progress. Speaking to

Felix Andy Heeps, ICU

President, said that "it

would be unrealistic to

# expect great changes this

year... but by recognising

that they have a problem

OMC have made the first

step to improving C&GU".

However, Mr Heeps

pointed out that it would

be wrong to put all of the

blame for the problems in

* C&G this year on Mr

Bhalla; "Vivake has been

made into some kind of

Andy Heeps makes his point while Jon Lambert, scapegoat, but all he’s

Council Chair, looks on. Photo: Ivan Chan done wrong is not know-

ing when to give in". This

point was emphasised by Hannah

Pearson, C&G Association Rep,

who sees last year’s elections as

continues on page three

Boat Club Bus Found in
ANDY OFORI the boat club captain, who was

amongst those training at the time,

The IC Boat Club’s minibus has_ could only describe the experience

recently been placed into early as ‘very bizarre’.

retirement, after being

found bobbing in the ~

Thames. Vandals broke §

into the vehicle in the early

hours of a winter’s morn-

ing, released the hand

brake, and pushed the bus

into the River Thames.

The following day, dur-

ing an early morning train-

ing session, a team of

rowers were astounded to

discover their minibus had

joined them in the water.

The drenched bus had to

be pushed back the

500yds it had drifted downstream, The boat club’s minibus is not

and was placed outside the boat the only vehicle to fall foul of the

club, where it has taken up perma- hooligans, a number of other cars

nent residence. Jules Davenport, in the area have suffered a similar

Thames
fate. The incidents are sympto-

matic of a six month spate of van-

dalism in the Putney area; clothing,

personal belongings and outboard

engines have all been

stolen from several nearby

boat clubs. The crime

wave has even extended

to the theft of a 30ft trail-

er from one club.

The police have con-

TM ducted an_ investigation

B into the incident. New

security measures have

been installed, and patrols

in the area have been

stepped up. The boat

club’s coach, Bill Mason,

The drowned vehicle. Photo: lan Channing described the act as a

"sick joke" but was heart-

ened by the fact that high levels of

security have limited attacks on the

boathouse to this solitary event.

continues on page three
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ALOK JHA

The NUS announced last week

that its plans for a shutdown of

Further and Higher Education

centres across the country has

been overwhelmingly supported

by a national ballot.

On 4 March, over 130 universi-

ties and colleges will close down.

Student unions will be the centre of

the campaign on the day, with over

two million students taking part.

Support will also come from other

teaching and campus trade unions.

The day of protest follows what the

NUS call a “carefully planned battle

of attack against the Government's

plans to introduce fees” which has,

so far, included a day of protest

last November, a Week of Action in

December, and a series of lobbies

on parliament.

The NUS claim that students

and their parents contribute

enough to Higher Education, and

that business and industry should

now be making a more ‘formal’

contribution. It is hoped that the

NUS to Strike

actions of the NUS will force a re-

thinking of the Teaching and Higher

Education Bill, which proposes the

idea of tuition fees and is currently

being passed through the House of

Lords.

Douglas Trainer, NUS presi-

dent, said that, "this is a fight we

can win and we will defeat the

Government. The national shut-

down will show our anger. Fees

are killing access to Higher

Education, they will destroy our

universities and colleges just as

they destroy would-be students’

dreams of higher education."

Government figures released

last December revealed a drop of

20,000 in the number of applica-

tions to universities, showing the

concern that many school leavers

are feeling at the idea of having to

pay for their higher education.

Many universities are considering

various measures that will allow

students to pay less, such as begin-

ning the courses in spring or reduc-

ing the total course length.

VW/arning: Speakers

Unsound

TONY OFORI

On Thursday of last week a resi-

dent of Bernard Sunley Hall was

mugged. While on his way to col-

lege, the student was stopped on

Queen’s Gate by two men who

pulled up in a white van. The driver

asked the student whether he

wanted to buy some cheap hi-fi

speakers. The student declined,

but the man persisted, so the stu-

dent explained that he had to go

because he was late for college.

The man offered him a lift and the

student agreed, and got into the

back of the van. Once inside the

driver's accomplice, who had been

quiet until now, told the student to

- hand over his money. Due to the

man’s threatening behaviour the

student obliged, but the ordeal did

not end there. After discovering

which bank the student patronised,

the driver took him to a branch and

forced him to withdraw £40 froma

cash dispensing machine. The stu-

dent was then freed.

This was one success in a long

line of attempts to con IC students

by a group claiming to be delivery

men. One hall warden described it

as "a premeditated and organised

scam". Other students have also

been accosted, and some have

even purchased the speakers, only

later to find that they are extremely

poor quality.

The scale of this fraudulent

operation is not known for certain,

but it would seem that more than

one partnership is operating in the

South Kensington area. The deliv-

ery men target students and tend

to use various excuses to explain

how they got hold of the merchan-

dise. The audio name on the side

of the vehicle, along with the deliv-

ery registration form they often

brandish, serve to increase the

apparent authenticity of their con.

College security are aware of the

situation and the police have been

informed.

News in Brief...

PLES REPKE

The new university tuition fees

introduced by the government

last year have once again been

watered down. In an attempt to

ease the current higher education

funding crisis, all new students are

being asked to contribute £1000 a

year towards their course costs.

However, in the summer, the

Department of Education agreed

to make the charge means-test-

ed, exempting students from

poorer families from the charge.

Now, students are being offered

an amnesty period, and will not

have to pay until January 1999.

Diana Warwick, Chief Executive of

the Committee of Chancellors and

Vice Chancellors (CVCP) who

made the decision explained that

“Students will be invoiced when

they arrive at university, and we

expect most to pay immediately.

But those students who experi-

ence real difficulty in meeting the

full amount straight away will now

have more time to pay.

BARTS SAVED

St Bartholemew’s hospital was

granted a reprieve from the threat

of closure on Tuesday, when the

government accepted the recom-

mendations of an independent

review of London's hospitals.

Bart’s will continue as a specialist

centre for cancer and heart condi-

tions, but will loose its A &E role,

as will Guy’s. Speaking to the

Commons, Frank Dobson, the

Health Sectretary, said "We will

not countenance the closure of

that great hospital which has

served the people of London for

875 years.”

The closure of Bart's was first

proposed in 1992 by the

Tomlinson report, and the hospi-

tal was due to close by 2001, with

services transferred to the Royal

London.

Meanwhile, the merger of

Hammersmith (home of the

RPMS) and Charring Cross

Hospitals is to be accelerated, and

is to include the transfer of Queen

Charlotte’s to the Hammersmith

site. Indeed, the report marks

Hammersmith out to be devel-

oped into an international centre

of excellence, which therefore

stands to benefit heavily from the

extra £140 million promised for

the NHS in the capital.

P| CONSUMES

The student newspaper at

University College London, Pi, has

merged with its smaller brother

The Week. Pi had been losing rev-

enue in recent years and was

forced to rely heavily on UCL

Union for support. In order to

save funds, it has merged with the

union’s ‘what’s on’ newspaper.

The name has been retained, and

the paper is now being published

weekly.

Election Update
NEWS TEAM

Papers for Sabbatical elections

come down today. Anyone wish-

ing to run for a position must be

signed up, along with a proposer

and twenty seconders, by 6pm

this evening. As Felix went to

press, seven candidates had

signed up. David Hellard and Jon

Lambert are running for ICU

President; both have been pro-

posed and are fully seconded.

There are three candidates for

Deputy President (Clubs and

Societies); Simon Cooper, Ben

Janes and Adam Cherrington. At

the time of writing none of them

had twenty seconders, and Adam

Cherrington has yet to find a pro-

poser. Felix Editor is being con-

tested by two candidates, Alok Jha

and Ed Sexton, both of whom are

proposed and fully seconded.

Niall Darwin has signed up for

Deputy President (Finance and

Services), but has yet to find his

seconders.

In a change from the dates

printed in last week's Felix,

Hustings are to be held on

Monday 16 (ICU), Tuesday 17

(Charing Cross) and Wednesday

18 (St. Mary's) February. Voting is

in all departments on Monday 23

and Tuesday 24 February.
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Shephard Fails to Excite

Con Soc Flock
DAVID ROBERTS

Rt Hon Gillian Shephard, Member

of Parliament for Norfolk South-

West and former Minister for

Education and Employment,

addressed a Consoc meeting on

Wednesday. She spoke briefly on

the task of the Conservative party

in opposition, which she described

as "asking the unanswerable", and

her specialist area of Higher

Education.

Mrs Shephard began by outlin-

ing the reasons why she felt the

Tories had lost the last General

Election, which she saw as prob-

lems of elector tedium, splits over

Europe, and the Party appearing

out-dated. She anticipates a com-

plete reform of Conservative Policy,

led by William Hague and Peter

Lilley’s ‘Listening to Britain’ cam-

paign, to be launched next month.

She emphasised that it is important

not to get too heavily bogged down

by policy at this stage, citing Mrs

Thatcher, who had “travelled light”

during the seventies.

Moving on to attack Labour,

she responded to Peter

Mandelson’s

description of |

the Opposition 4

as "pathetic", 3

claiming that |

Labour them- |

selves” are to

blame .for the

trivialisation of

recent discussion

in the Commons,

as. they are

attempting to by-

pass Parliament

completely, by

issuing press

releases to

declare policy.

Mrs — Shephard

feels that

Ministers either

avoid questions,

or claim that the subject is ‘under

review’. Finally, she emphasised

that the process of devolution had

not been thoroughly thought out,

and no English voter had ever had

the chance to register their feeling

on the issue. Highlighting her own

case, she

claimed that the

people of

Norfolk feel no

desire to merge

with Hertford-

shire or Essex in

a potential new

regional assem-

bly for East

Anglia.

Moving on

to the Higher

Exdeuiic astaizoun

debate, Mrs

Shephard added

that a compre-

hensive overhaul

of the University

system was nec-

essary, consid-

ering the mas-

sive increases in student numbers

since the issue was last addressed

in the sixties. The key is, according

to Ms Shephard, to ensure that

public money is fairly distributed "to

-
p
i
a
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g
 :
o
j
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maximise quality and choice". She

feels that this would best be

achieved by attaching funding to

individual students, so that they

bring funding with them to their

university, thus increasing competi-

tion amongst HE institutions. More

importantly, Mrs Shephard empha-

sised that a Conservative govern-

ment would not have abolished the

maintenance grant, but would have

moved to cap student numbers,

with Mrs Shephard for one feeling

that any further increases in num-

bers would be detrimental. Her

concluding comments focused on

the need to increase the respect

given to Higher Education - partic-

ularly the ‘new’ _ universities.

Speaking in their defence, she

pointed out that "in my day you

could get a degree in sport at

Oxford. It would have been called

English or History or something,

but basically it would have been a

degree in sport".

Watery Grave for Boat

Club Bedford
continued from front page

He went on to explain that this act

of wanton destruction came as a

particular blow to the club from a

financial as well as a logistical point

of view, but was certain that club

would "just get on". The bus, which

was estimated to be worth

£15,000, suffered irreparable dam-

age as a result of rust, ruined

electrics and sodden upholstery.

Jules Davenport stated "it looks

okay, but nothing works and every

now and again a bit more water

runs out from somewhere." The

minibus was Officially declared a

write-off by insurers last week and

plans are now being made to pur-

chase a second-hand replacement.

Felix has been informed that the

insurance company plan to reim-

burse the Boat Club about £7,000.

The Boat Club — originally

obtained the minibus under a cloud

of controversy. The facilitating

grant was awarded by an IC sports

fund known as the Harlington

Trust, but almost immediately

afterwards the trust decided that it

would no longer consider applica-

tions for club minibuses. — Frank

Murray, the sports and _ leisure

manager, justified the move, com-

menting "it is essential the club gets

to regattas.” He went on to

describe the sizeable amount of

equipment required for the meets

which are invariably held significant

distances away from college.

The Boat Club is currently hiring

out buses through the union, which

brings them into line with other

clubs and societies. Frank Murray

outlined plans for financing a

replacement minibus, suggesting

that a request to the Harlington

Fund could make up the balance

after the insurance pay-out.

fic asop” C&G Union

is a Bunch of Arse’
continued from front page

the root of the problem: "The can-

didates stand as individuals, not as

potential members... most are just

after CV points and don't realise

the commitment involved".

If the motion of no-confidence

is passed (or if, as has been

rumoured, Mr Bhalla resigns) a

temporary President will be elect-

ed by the OMC, until the results of

the C&GU elections are

announced on 3 March. The newly

elected President would then take-

over immediately. It is hoped that

this move would provide the nec-

essary catalyst to begin the

process of renewal in Guilds. In the

words of Selina Vinayaga-Pavan,

C&G Publicity and Welfare Officer,

"Exec is supposed to be a team,

and we have finally realised that to

function properly we need that

team - but every team needs a

captain".

Looking to the future, it is

realised that the problems of

C&GU cannot be solved immedi-

ately, and go back far beyond this

year - Eric Allsop, former ICU

President, suggested that C&GU

had been going downhill since he

came to Imperial in 1989.

However, Andy Heeps comment-

ed that whilst no overnight

changes can be expected, he

would like to see Guilds "taking the

first steps... reviewing their consti-

tution, sorting out their finances,

and building up a solid first step in

the chain of the command". Mr

Heeps promised that only if such

steps fail to be achieved will he

use his newly mandated powers to

take greater control of the running

of C&G.


