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Council Votes for

Single Entry... Just
ANDREW OFORI

Controversy raged last week at a

a packed council meeting, which

discussed whether IC and_ its

Medical Schools

should enter BUSA

(British Universit

Sports Association)

as a_ single body or

separately.

In the past few weeks }

there has beena signif- §

icant campaign to |

decide before BUSA |

forces a joint entry j

upon Imperial College. |

Presently, IC and }

the IC School Of;

Medicine (ICSM) enter

BUSA event separately.

However St. Mary’s

medics compete for IC teams

which currently flouts BUSA regula-

tions, where students are only eligi-

ble to play for the institution with

which they are registered; there is

no specific dispensation for med-
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ical schools. Due to the unique

position of London institutions,

BUSA have turned a blind eye to

the situation until now. Other

London colleges have merged with

their affiliated medical schools and

may now find themselves in the

same predicament. This made

Tuesday’s decision particularly sig-

nificant as it was likely to be the line

the University of London adopts on

the subject.

Katie Armstrong, the ICSMU

president submitted a motion

which proposed that St. Mary’s

and Charing Cross make up one

entry, IC being the

other. This would

mean medics could no

longer represent IC,

and she claimed that

me this would furhter the

accessibility of univer-

sity sport. Former ICU

president Eric Allsop

tabled an opposing

motion for single-entry

from 1998, IC and

ICSM entering as one.

Medics claimed

single-entry would

result in fewer stu-

dents being able to

represent their colleges. The ICSM-

SU president stressed that universi-

ties have battled hard to keep

Wednesday afternoons free for

sport countrywide, and therefore

continued on page two
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ULU Under
TONY OFORI

The University of London Union

(ULU) is under attack from sever-

al London colleges who that

claim their subscription fee is too

high. The student unions of IC,

the London School of Economics,

King’s and Queen Mary &

Westfield Colleges all believe that

their membership fee is not justi-

fied by their usage of ULU facili-

ties.

“Screw you” were the words

used by the King’s College student

paper Roar in reply to the 1% dis-

count off their ULU subscription

offered by the committee. Rob

Clark, ICU’s Deputy President

(Finance & Services) questions

whether ULU provide “value for

money” and believes that “the cur-

rent situation can be improved”.

ULU is situated in Malet Street

where they provide a range of ser-

vices and facilities ranging from

Fire Over Fees
student representation to bars and

sports halls. This year the ICU bill

for ULU was in excess of £90,000,

a sum chosen after a survey con-

ducted three years ago. It is

thought that the figures obtained in

this survey are no longer applicable

and a new one should be conduct-

ed by an independent body; how-

ever nothing has changed as yet.

An indication of the inaccuracy of

the survey is the underestimate of

46% ULU usage attributed to the

closest college, University College

London.

The tone of Roar over the last

month suggests that King’s College

London (KCL) is incensed by ULU’s

unwillingness to reduce their

£108,000 bill. They believe their

own facilities reduce the expected

demand on ULU by KCL students,

and if a compromise is not reached

they may consider disaffiliation.

Such a step could possibly lead to

ULU collapsing. KCL are still nego-

tiating with ULU, but Roar are call-

ing for a referendum on member-

ship. They have also accused ULU

of underhand tactics in their han-

dling of the dispute, claiming that

the committee are blackmailing the

biggest student paper in Europe,

London Student, to “keep quiet on

the issue”, and threatening to

remove KCL sports teams from

ULU unless a deal is signed.

Despite the claims of unfairnes,

Siva Ganeshanandan, President of

ULU, holds that value for money is

being provided, and he believes

KCL will not pull out of ULU. The

discussions currently taking place

between KCL and ULU could prove

pivotal to the future of the latter,

so ULU have to tread carefully. At

the moment ICU does not consider

their own condition a crisis but a

source said they do think that

something needs to be done.
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that as many chances as possible

for competitive sport should be

presented to the students through

BUSA activities. She accepted that

single-entry is inevitable, but dual

entry was preferable until the

merger was fully established. The

medics felt BUSA recognises “the

sporting history of the Medical

Schools” and accept dual-entry

regardless of St. Mary’s combined

status.

Eric Allsop presented the sin-

gle-entry proposal by suggesting

that IC needs to enter the best

possible teams in a nationwide
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Sporting Decision

gle-entry would ‘disenfranchise’

the medics, and could result in less

medical participation in IC sport,

dual-entry being appropriate. It

was announced that, by a.twenty

to eighteen majority (two absten-

tions), the council had voted for

single-entry. The meeting closed

after the motion’s formal accep-

tance, sparking an indignant exo-

dus of medics from the Union

Dining Hall.

Eric Allsop hoped that the deci-

sion would “build bridges”. ICU’s

worry is that the failure of ICSM to

merge with IC entirely on their own

terms will cause great division at a
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The Rugby 4th team soon found new fixtures. Cartoon: Stavros

sporting forum, and cited the

example of the joint IC-ICSM fenc-

ing team who became national

champions. He pointed out how

medical. schools outside London

enter under their parent institutions

and claimed it was unlikely that

BUSA would allow a double entry.

The former president suggested

that the St. Mary’s teams need not

be disbanded instead playing in

numerous other London and med-

ical competitions. This scheme

was ridiculed by medics for the

impossibility of its logistics. . This

year the medics separated from

the team and consequently the

team was severely weakened, and

is now only ranked mid-league. It

was claimed that dual-entry could

only result in the suffering or even

loss of sporting teams at both insti-

tutions.

The debate raged for an hour

and numerous facets of the situa-

tion were explored. Andy Heeps

summed up by conceding that

_current ICSM students would never

really be IC students and that sin-

time when each institute is careful-

ly identifying its role within the-

newly combined college.

It was hoped that this meeting

would end a decade-old issue but

Ms Armstrong commented after-

wards “there should be a decision

made by college referendum”.

Felix have heard she intends to

open the issue to a general vote by

IC students: This must first be sup-

ported by a 450-signature petition.

The IC Rugby Club held a meet-

ing for the IC players so they can

assess the club’s view and then

confer with their St. Mary’s coun-

terparts. If there is general dis-

agreement, it has been suggested

that a council Emergency General

Meeting will be called. This will

allow union members to vote for a

resolution that could usurp the

council's original decision.

Andy Heeps commented that

there were other mechanisms for

students to make their voices

heard.

Lights bring Christmas cheer to capital. Photo: Froggy

Top Scoring Chemistry

Student Dies

ANDY SINHARAY

Staff and students alike have react-

ed with shock to the death of a

student in the department of

Chemistry, who is thought to have

committed suicide.

Dr. David Widdowson, Director

of Undergraduate Studies in the

Department of Chemistry, told

Felix that a report had been sub-

mitted to the Coroner. “He was

killed in a accident on the tube at

Putney...it’s not officially suicide

until the coroner says so."

Describing the student as “a ninety

per center”, said he had been “very

quiet and reserved, rather intense,

very studious... | think he was a bit

of a loner.” He had just returned

from a year in industry, and

although his year, in the United

States, had not gone as intended,

Dr. Widdowson believes that this

“was a sympton, not a cause” of

the student’s problems. “I! think

he'd started to have a problem ear-

lier on.. we'd thought he’d been

okay, [being] near the top of the

class...he was a very bright chap, it

was a shock for everyone.” The

student, who is from abroad, died

when his parents were visiting him

in London.

Helen-Louise Windsor, a chem-

istry postgraduate and RCSU

President remembers the

deceased. “He was very very quiet.

I can’t say | was a close friend of

his, I’m not sure if he had any close

friends - he kept himself to himself.

| remember speaking to him just

before the elections [and]...hearing

that he’d been having problems

with his year away. It affected me

quite a lot when he died.” Dr.

David Hayward, Senior Tutor in the

Department of Chemistry, told

Felix, “I was shocked, and very sad

that it happened. He was one of

the brightest students in his year.”

As Felix was going to press an

official inquest was believed to be

underway at Fulham Coroner’s

Court.
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IC “Heretic” Dies on NASA Project

ANDY SINHARAY

Professor Eric Laithwaite, Emeritus Professor

of Electrical Engineering, died last month. He

was 76.

Born in Lancashire, Prof Laithwaite was best

known as one of Britain's first 'media engineers’

for his work in heavy electrical engineering,

principally on the linear motor. As one of IC's

most prolific academics - he had made around

300 publications - Prof. Laithwaite was known

to television viewers in the 1950's and later

designed the world's first magnetic levitation

trains. He left Imperial after 22 years in 1986

and continued his work at Sussex University,

though not without first causing controversy;

the scientific establishment was stunned when

he demonstrated gyroscopic devices that

appeared to defy gravity at a lecture at the

Royal Institution.

Prof. Bob Spence of the Electrical

Engineering Department, told Felix that "I knew

him very well... | knew he was a brilliant innova-

tor." However, Prof. Spence felt that Prof.

Laithwaite's departure from IC had been sensa-

tionalised by the media, The Times in particular

saying that Laithwaite had left five years than he

actually did, "pretty much in disgrace." Prof.

Spence points out that Laithwaite was made a

Fellow of Imperial College (FIC) some years

after his departure "so the college valued him...

Professor Eric Laithwaite FIC, 1921 - 1997.

Photo: Neville Miles

| think he may have found Sussex University

more convenient being closer to home."

As regards his work on gyroscopes, he told

Felix, "It was a significant part of what he did...

he was an extrovert, and said things [to school-

children] like ‘You shouldn't believe everything

your physics teacher tells you’... We need peo-

ple like that." In 1994 the BBC screened a doc-

umentary on his gyroscope work; the series was

called Heretics. "We need people like that," Prof

Spence added, going onto say that Prof

Laithwaite would always be remembered as one

of the three who made their mark on the

Electrical Engineering Department, the other

two being Dennis Gabor, Nobel laureate, and

Colin Cherry, professor of telecommunications.

Despite extensive work in the field of elec-

tric linear motors, many believe that his career

was harmed by the gyroscope work which flew

in the face of accepted wisdom; some believe

that he would have become a Fellow of the

Royal Academy of Engineering and the Royal

Society had he not upset the establishment.

Felix has learned that as recently as 1994, a stu-

dent, working on gyroscopes as part of his

Aeronautics course, was pointedly told by one

of his lecturers not to persue further inquiries

into Laithwaite's work.

Although a controversial character, the force

of Laithwaite's other work and his personality

will remain undimmed. "I was terribly sad," one

of Laithwaite's associates said, "| met him in

September; he was a wonderful storyteller."

Prof. Spence described him as "outstanding".

He was working on a linear motor-based launch

project for NASA when he died.

Interviews will

be held here

on Wednesday

13th January

1998.
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Global Capital Markets Group

Trading Places.
Whether it's Sales or Trading, we believe you learn by doing.

Bank of America is one of the largest US Banks and a major player in the Capital Markets league. We are

seeking to recruit high calibre individuals to join our Associate Training Programme in Global Capital Markets.

The 12-month programme kicks off with intensive classroom-based training comprising product, market and

systems training designed to prepare Associates for a series of trading and sales rotations in the London

trading room. Associates then complete three weeks further training at HQ in San Francisco before being

permanently assigned to one area in London.

Candidates should have achieved or be expected to achieve a class 2.1 or above in a Maths, Economics, Sciences

or Engineering degree and have a minimum of 3 A Levels (or equivalent) at B grade, including Maths.

If you would like to apply, please send your CV and a covering letter explaining why you're an ideal candidate

to: Fiona Mason, Graduate Recruitment Officer, Bank of America NT & SA, 1 Alie Street, London E1 8DE.

Or come and see us on Wednesday 13th January 1998.

Applications for our US and Asia based programmes will be welcomed
from candidates with the appropriate rights to work and will be

forwarded on to the relevant Human Resources Departments.

Bank of America is an equal opportunities employer
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