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ALBERT MEMORIAL CONQUERED |
The last remaining peak in South Kensington has

peen scaled! Just after closing time a few weeks

ago George Birkett (Guilds) and Keith Parsons made
the ascent, leaving a red lamp burning at the top.

They descended gracefully into the arms of two wait-

ing policemen,

At Marlborough Street next day they tactfully

became architectural students. Fining them each ls.

and ordering them to pay 25s. - a doctor's fee - the

magistrate, Mr. Daniel Hopkin, remarked: "Well, I

suppose it was a change from your normal life. Now
go back to your architectural studies".

THE INSIDE STORY
by our special Reporter.

I tracked down George Birkett in the bar and

learnt from him the full story of their exploit.

The two of them (his friend really is an architect-
ural student) decided on the project one evening -

before the scaffolding was yet complete - and made

their way to the park with two companions. Leaving

them below as coat~-hangers, our heroes began to elimb
the scaffolding. after mary vicissitudes (what, one
wonders, do the mountaineering club kmow of the

hazards of night climbing?’}, they reached the sum-
mit and marked their achievement by lighting a road~
side lamp brought up for the purpose. Their descent

was gravitationally uneventful nut they were consid-

erably chagrined to find that in place of their two

friends, two policemen awaited them on the ground.

The lamp at the summit had presumably attracted the

law and base camp had wisely fled. The law however,

was kindly disposed enough to hel» the two climbers

over the corrugated iron fence and insisted on
escorting them to Chelsea Police Station. There the

doctor was called. He examined their tongues, and

asked them to walk in a straight line. His verdict

was - drunk. "And were you?", I asked George. "No",

said he, "I'd only had five pints". They were

charged but were released on 40/- surety, and allowed

to go home.

At the court next day, the doctor's report and
the policeman's evidence weighed against them, but

the magistrate was sympathetic and after fining

them a nominal sum asked them why they did it.

"Po see if it would look better from the top

than from the bottom", they replied.

"And what was your verdict?"

"Worse Siri"

(Worla copyright).

COMMEMORATION DAY PROGRAMME

1.45 p.m. A service in Holy Trinity Church.
2.30 p.m. Procession leaves Union Gate.
3.0. p.m. Commemoration Day Ceremony in

University Great Hall, Imperial
Institute Road.

4,50 -7p.m. Conversazione in R.C.S.

Tea in Ayrton Hall.
8,30 -2 sea Commemoration Ball, Grosvenor

House,

TITLE FOR JEAN QUERTIER
Congratulations to Jean Quertier, (Guilds

1944-4), who having raised so many hopes for
British lawn tennis, only to dash them again, has
won her first national women's singles title.

On Saturday October 14th. Miss Quertier beat
Mise Joan Curry, the holder of the British covered
courts women's lawn tennis singles ghampionship,
3-6, 765, 6-3, after saving two match points in the
tenth game of the second set.

IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN

The Miners have returned from their summer

fling in various parts of. our already far-flung

Empire. One party whileon the Gold Coast, were

filled by a particularly vicious brandof beer,

aptly called "Club" lager. One of our number

claims that after two quarts of it he saw the African

rope trick performed (the same as the Indian variety

only without the rope).

The African ceremonies are also interesting,

Another Miner went to the funeral of a native car-

penter, and found that all the deceased's fellow

craftsmen proceeded to cut up logs of wood and ham-

mer in nails as part of the ritual. This ardent

anthropologist is now anxious to see the funeral rites

of a much older profession.

In Sweden, it seems, the men are very bash-

ful, but not so the women. Neither language diffi-

culties nor the midnight sun detered those dumb

blondes. Our relations with the Scandinavians are

very close.

But experience can also be gained at home. A

student at a colliery in the Midlands worked on the

installation of heavy underground machinery - he

was given a spanner and told to tighten nuts. The

manager happened to pass him one morning, and slap-

ping him on the back said "That's the stuff you

want lad, practical experience”. When the student
pointed out that he already had some experience of
how to tighten nuts, the Manager replied, "Aye, but

not underground".
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"And what did you think of the frescoes 7"
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PROFILE— DEREK COOMBER

Derek came to Imperial College in the far-off

days of 1944, and was soon established as a rowing
man with a vague interest in Physics and a dis-

criminating taste for beer. In this turbulent
period of his youth, when the Union was coming back

te life after the war, he was an early and active
member of the 69 Club. None, it is said, was more
prominent in the party which bore back the stone

lion that now brvods over the Union entrance hall.
He rowed in the famous I.C. VIII of 1946, though
mumps kept him from Henley, and he would have been
President of the R.C.S. in the following session but
for the hand of fate and the board of examiners.

Concerning his time in the Army, I.C.'s man of

destiny is strangely reticent. He is wont to smile
inscrutably, puff his pipe, and smooth the Coomber-
jan coiffure. Pressed, he will admit modestly the
rapid promotion which carried him to the (local)
rank of unpaid lance-corporal, but the rest is
everybody's guess. At least the harsher circum-
stances ofthe military life have had no discernible
effect on his unlugubrious character.

Returning in 1948, Derek succeede& in con-
founding the academic opposition, getting a Second,
and at the end of the year he moved into that
esoteric region of the R.C.S. devoted to the per-
secution of fundamental particles. At the same
time began his long-delayed presidency of the R.C.S.
(and of the '22 Club) and his official association
with the irrepressible Dai Nicholas, which now
operates in a wider sphere. In these hands HC...
Union had its ramshackle finances marveliously
restored. Moreover it gained the unique distinc-
tion of a President who is current shove ha't penny
champion of I.C.

This final pinnacle of success, the culmin-
ation of such a versatile record, can have left few
doubts in the mindsof Council when they came to
elect I.C.'s new President. The future will no
doubt present its difficulties, (November the fifth
approaches), but here one feels is a man who is un-
likely to lose touch with student opinion, or fail
to interpret it to the remoter seats of power.

Here, freshers, is one who will listen to you
sympathetically at Union meetings (he has to), and
who will not spurn the proffereé glass should you
approach him informally in another place. One who
will be your guide, philosopher and friend in Union
affairs; and one whom you should never partner at
bridge. He is terrible at it.

FELIX OFFERS ANOTHER SERVICE

It has long been felt that the weekly, monthly
or terminal burden of writing home could well be

lightened. If the demand be sufficient, printed

coples of the form below will be available from the

Editor.

Imperial College,

London, SeWeds

DEar ceovesoscs

I am well/not well.
I am happy/so~so/unhappy.
cecvecees 18 well/not well/normal.
This ig a good thing/bad thing/his own

fault,

I am hard up/absolutely broke/living on
Sigs,

I am coming home/being sent down on the
oe ca OF Stivers: 2BOG@ WELL BCE sous Gaye for
ever,

Please leave some/none of the garden for
me to dig/ for burial.|

Thank you for the laundry. I will try to

be cacnet [pet go dirty in future,
I am working frightfully/infernally/dam-

nably hard.

The College hops are very crowded, please

send my football boots and/or spurs.
Your erring son,

aoe eee SCeaeesoe &

Suggestions are invited for modifications of

or additions to the form.

LETTERS TO.THE EDITOR
Letters are invited on any and every subject.

They should be as short as possible and in no case
lénger than 200 words. The Editor takes no res-
ponsibility for the opinions expressed by correspon-
dents.

City & Guilds College

fo The Editor of FELIZ. 12 Oct. 1950

Sir
ty wish to complain about our own British Rail-

ways. On Sept. 26,1950 I dispatched from home a

nice big box containing most of my earthly posses-

sions and among other things - my rugger kit.

Up to Monday, Oct 9 my box had not arrived and

as you can imagine, Iwas getting rather worried.

On Monday, Oct 9, however, a represéntative of

the B.R. rolled up and proceeded with the delicate

task of unloading --- a baby carriage..

Now sir, I have never to my knowledge ordered

a pram and to the best of my belief never had cause

to. Furthermore, I am a batchelor and intend to

remain so for some years to come. To add to the

indignity I received a note from Willesden Junction
a few days ago stating that:- "On and from 13 Oct
'50, storage charges will accrue at the rate of
1/04 per ton per week.........",

Yours faithfully,

P.D.Rich.

P.S. Do you think it would be possible to motorize
a perambulator?

I.C. Union.

To the Editor of Feliz.

Six;

When I came to this College I read with

satisfaction that the bar was licensed from 12.30
to 2.30 and 5.30 to 11 p.m. Here, I thought, is

a Union with a proper grasp of essentials. Ima-

gine my chagrin, therefore, when I discovered that

the bar was in fact only open from 12.30 to 2 and

6 to 10.30 pom. I have made a few enquiries and
learn that the hours were eurtailed during the war

due to staff shortages, but the war finished 5

years ago and I notice that there are two barmen.

Surely the time has come to rectify this error in

our ways?

Yours ete.,

Thirsty Fresher.

I.C, DIABOLICAL SOCIETY,

CAPT: A. de Vil. HON. SEC: B.L. Zebut,.

FRESHERS - now is the time to join I.C. Dia-

bolical Society, one of I.C's most popular. Black
mass is held every Friday and there are frequent

Witehes Sabbaths in the I.C.W.A. common room. The

club ground is at Brompton Cemetry, a short broom-

stick ride from the college, and is particularly

well equipped, the new Charnel house having been
but recently completed. Members can receive free
instruction at any time from professional fiends.

All equipment, including familiar spirits and long
spoons (for supping with the captain), is provided.

There is the usual subscription.

Anyone wishing to join should sign in blood .

on the e¢lub noticeboard. The captain or secretary

can be raised at any time by the usual methods.

Sub-Committee Reports.

SPELLS. The spells committee state that, due to the

shortage of newt's eyelids, little activity ean be
reported during last. session.

EVIL-EYE. The evil-eye committee wish to complain

against unfair treatment by the Metropolitan police,

their requests to be allowed to inspect the staff

at a nearby station having been consistently re-

fused.


