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Students from Imperial College

were involved in a demonstration

last weekend, following the

Government’s’ proposal _ that

future students will have to

contribute towards the cost of

their university education.

The rally, on Saturday

1 November, was organised by

the University of London Union

(ULU) and the National Union

of Students (NUS). Despite the

apparent lack of publicity,

around thirty students from IC

met in Beit Quad and subse-

quently attended the event,

including IC Union President

Eric Allsop, who caught up with

the body of the march at a rally

in Hyde Park.

The assembly was enter-

tained by a budding comedian

from Royal Holloway and

Bedford College, before the

London Students
Out on the Street

signify the extra £1000 per year

that would be imposed upon stu-

dents by the introduction of tuition

fees. However, the authorities had

placed un upper limit on baloon

release of one thousand. The

march then proceeded slowly

through central London to Trafalgar

Square, drawing attention from

both tourists and locals alike.

The demonstration was also

attended by a delegation from

the Socialist Worker, who adver-

tised a similar protest next

month, and various flyers were

handed out advertising marches

all over the country. Many fac-

tions of the NUS were evident,

with some flyers calling for "fresh

leadership in the NUS". President

of the NUS, Douglas Trainer has

been accused of “jumping ito

bed” with Labour politicians

rather than taking action against

| fees. He was not in attendance.

Despite hopes of ten thou-

sand people attending, it is esti-

mated that only about four thou-

release of nine hundred and The ghost of free education looms over sand people were present on the

ninety-nine black balloons. It

was intended that these should

The rally on it’s way to Trafalgar Square

the ICU Presidential candidates at the day.

rally last weekend. Photo: Lili Tcheang Ali Campbell

VPs UNDER THE SPOTLIGHT

The new heads of Imperial

College School of Medicine face

questioning from students.
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FUNDING BLOW TO

UNIVERSITIES

The Government's new tuition

fees scheme is causing large

drops in applications, -meaning

less cash for universities.
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HUSTINGS PASS - BUT DO

YOU CARE?

Hustings for sabbatical candi-

dates took place this week, but

turnout continues to fall.
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Students of ICSM had their first

chance to put forward their views

to the new ruling elite of the med-

ical school hierarchy during the

Vice-Principals Question Time last

Monday. The session took place at

St Mary’s Hospital and was chaired

by Professor Michael Whitehouse,

Vice-Principal for Under-

graduate Studies. Also in

attendance were Dr Malcom

Green, Vice-Principal for

Postgraduate Studies,

Professor Rory Shaw, Director

of Medical Education Unit,

and the Deputy Secretary of

ICSM. Notable for his absence

was Dean Professor John

Caldwell, who was away in

Japan.

One of the principal con-

cerns of the medical students

present was the availablilty of

house jobs for ‘inalists under

the matching scheme.

Compared to St Mary’s, the

former Charing Cross and

Westminster Medical School

provides fewer pre-registration

house jobs. This has led clinical

students from St Mary’s to worry

that competition for such posts

would intensify in the foreseeable

future. In response to this, Dr

Green assured them only Mary’s

graduates would be eligible to

apply for positions at Mary’s for the

next few years.

It was established during the

question time that most people

thought it fair to have separate

graduation ceremonies for the

MBBS and BSc graduates. One sug-

gestion was to graduate qualified

VPs in the Spotlight
school was~ also’ discussed.

Students were informed that the

college did not object to the med-

ical school having their own logo so

long as it was not in the form of a

shield, as this would turn it into a

coat of arms - heraldic regulations

only permit Imperial College to

ond year clinicals from St Mary’s

that they would not be given a

room in hall when they become

finalists next year, especially when

they return from their electives.

Many of the penultimate-year stu-

dents present believed that they

had been guaranteed final year

accommodation when

they enrolled. However,

Professor Shaw claimed

that they had only been

promised ‘priority’. No

one present was able to

clarify whether postgrad-

uates from other disci-

plines would be given pri-

ority over final year

medics in Wilson House.

Overall, no firm com-

mitments were made by

the Vice-Principals. This

was in considerable con-

J trast to last year’s session

where many promises

From left to right: Dr Malcom Green (VP for Postgraduate Studies), Prof Rory Shaw: were made, and are not
(Director of Medical Education Unit), Prof Michael Whitehouse (VP for likely to be kept.

Undergraduate Studies), Katie Armstrong (President of ICSMU) and the Deputy

doctors of medicine with post-

graduates from the South

Kensington campus (MSc and

PhD), who currently have their own

ceremony in the spring.

The badge of the new medical

An Apology
Last week we published a graph

showing the annual surplus/loss of

the trading account of the

Conference Centre. The figure for

the year 1996-97 was incorrect.

This was due to us confusing the

budget (-&£59,000) with the actual

figure (£38,000 surplus). Apologies

for this error.

Although these figures were

taken directly from the Imperial

College Annual Financial

Statements, it has been pointed

out that they do not give a fair rep-

resentation of the performance of

the Conference Office as they are

interlinked with the catering and

residence accounts. For more

information, please see the letter

from Mike Hansen, Director of

Finance on page seven

Secretary of ICSM.

hold one coat of arms.

Shortage of accommodation in

South Kensington this year resulted

in some of the non-medical fresh-

ers being housed in Paddington.

This has led to worries among sec-

A suggestion to hold

Photo: Xavier question times every term

met with strong support,

and the next session is expected to

take place over at the Charing

Cross campus before Christmas.

Kent Yip
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MECH ENG

SPRINGS A LEAK

Last Friday water could be seen

pouring down on to the main

walkway as a pipe in the mechan-

ical engineering building burst.

Between noon and one pm a

considerable amount of water

cascaded from the building caus-

ing some concern. Security was

alerted and after investigation the

culprit was found to be a burst

steam pipe on the fifth floor. It

was found that the pipe cracked

due to the strain put on it when

the central heating system was

switched on. An electrician was

called in to examine the area to

prevent a potentially hazard situ-

ation evolving.

Very little damage was

caused by the leakage as the

water only seemed to mainly run

through the outer shell of the

building.

The advent of winter has

caused similar incidents such as

these around the college.

Tony Ofori

NEWS

Applications fall

Imperial seems to have been

sheltered so far from a drop in

applications that has left UCAS

recipts down by 16%. The fall is

being blamed on the government's

introduction of £1000-per-year

tuition fees for students starting

their courses next autumn.

There were 5570 applications

to undergraduate courses at IC

after three weeks of the UCAS sys-

tem being open. This is down 5.6%

from the same period last year,

when there were 5899. The ‘home’

student applications, which come

from the group affected by the fee

introduction, were down 7.9% from

last year.

David Atkins, Senior Assistant

Registrar (Admissions) said that he

thought this sort of fluctuation was

ANDREW HEEPS

ICU PRESIDENT

DOES EXACTLY WHAT IT

SAYS ON THE TIN

"quite normal", adding that the

applications last year were up _ by

3.9%. He also commented that

there seemed to be a systems fail-

ure at UCAS over the last week,

that had left applications numbers

seem "very low".

The majority of early applica-

tions have been for Oxford and

Cambridge candidates, and it is

reported that the applications for

Oxbridge (which have now closed)

are down by 9%.

There are various theories over

why the applications numbers are

down. One is that potential stu-

dents are being put off by fees, and

so are choosing not to go to uni-

versity for fear of running up huge

debts. Another is that many stu-

dents who would have applied this

year after a year out came to uni- ~

versity without taking a gap year in

order to miss the fees. However,

confusion still surrounds their intro-

duction, with some suggesting that

the fees will apply to all in universi-

ty, regardless of the degree start

date.

Imperial College is officially not

in favour of fees, but any fee intro-

duction would be across the board.

Mr Atkins added that Imperial

is more interested in the standard

of applications than the number,

and that "the academic quality of

the students applying to the col-

lege is as high as ever."

Matthew Bennett
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Punters enjoying the Halloween party at the Union last Fri

SS

day.

Really rather scary.
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