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The second outing for the ballot

boxes this year saw a surprisingly

large turnout despite a lacklustre

campaign from the candidates. An

overwhelming preference was

expressed in favour of reopening

nominations for the position of ICU

President.

The result was announced in Da

Vinci’s on Tuesday evening, to the

largely uninterested masses compet-

ing in the Bar Quiz. The declaration

was delayed when the returning offi-

cer, current ICU President Eric

Allsop, was unable to find Clare

Bunston. Over 600 students came out

against the single candidate, with Ms

Bunston receiving just 123 votes.

On hearing the news of her com-

prehensive defeat, Ms Bunston’s

only comment was “New Election

won easily”, before leaving the

Union Building with her boyfriend

Luke Moralis, a defeated candidate

from last year’s Presidential

Election. Before the result was

announced, Ms Bunston rejected the

idea that she might be stressed, insist-

ing that “I’m one of those people

who believe in fate.”

Nomination Papers were posted

for the second re-run at 9.30am on

Wednesday morning, with the con-

stitution specifying that the must stay

up for ten College days. With a Bank

Holiday during following fortnight, it

looks likely that the election cam-

paign itself will be limited the subse-

quent to seven days, with voting

around the 16th and 17th June.

When Felix went to press, two

candidates had already signed up.

Laurie Tweedale, former Opsoc

Chair, proposed by Sarah Thomas,

current Council Chair, had 17 secon-

ders. Mo Dulloo, President of the

The Result

New Election 644

Clare Bunston 125
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Clare Bunston, smiling in the face of defeat last Tuesday evening.

RCSU, has also signed his name, but

had no proposer or seconders on

Thursday afternoon. Paul Brown,

currently IC Radio Station Manager,

has confirmed that his PhD supervi-

sor had agreed to let him take a year

out from his studies, and was seri-

ously considering standing.

Other candidates who may yet put

themselves forward include Omar

Kheir, who withdrew from the first

Presidential election. He denied that

he would be a candidate for the June

ballot, but suggested that he would

be a nominee “not next time, but the

time after that.” Both Al Hussein,

one of the two candidates who with-

drew from this election, and Guarav

Misra, another object of speculation,

were unavailable for comment as

Felix went to press.

With the Mary’s vote falling by

74%, Sami Ansari, the St Mary’s

Student Union President, commented

that the SU did not put pressure on

members to vote in a particular man-

ner, but “let it drift.” This was despite

reports that second year students had

been heavily pressurised into voting

for New Election. Mr Ansari also

pointed to the fact that many 3rd and

4th year students are away from col-

lege on electives and that others cur-

rently have exams.

The leader of the medics empha-

sised that inter-campus wrangling

was of lesser importance to “getting

as much as we can from admin’, and

that Imperial College needs “a very

continued on page two
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continued from front page

strong President.” Sami denied sug-

gestions that he himself would be a

candidate insisting that “I’ve had

enough, it’s time to return to study.”

He did admit however that he had

heard “rumours” that a medic might

stand for the post of ICU President

but that he “doubts” whether a candi-

date will come forward from

St.Mary’s.

Sympathy for the defeated candi-

date came from Sarah Thomas who

said: “I really do feel for her and

know how hard it is, to run a cam-

paign and lose.” She went on to

describe the embarrassment of fail-

ure and “having it broadcast college

wide - it’s horrible.” Ms Thomas, the

losing candidate in the March

DP(C&S) race, discouraged specula-

tion as to her being a candidate in

June commenting that “after last time

I think that it’s time to get out.”

Paul Brown, IC Radio Chair and

an ICU Council member, also

expressed compassion for Ms

Bunston saying, “I think that it’s a

shame, I think that she did quite a

good campaign.” Mr Brown suggest-

ed that her defeat could be accounted

for by her reticence in expressing her

Own convictions saying, “I think that

if she hadn’t been quite so un-opin-

ionated she would have been all

right.”

It is unclear what would happen if

New Election were to win for a third

successive time in June, with sugges-

tions that the current ICU President

would be asked to act as a ‘care-taker

President’ for the Summer. Mr

Allsop confirmed that he would

probably accept such a request say-

ing, “I’m quite prepared to give as

much assistance as I possibly can”,

but insisting that he would prefer to

return to his PhD.
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Election

Analysis

Since ‘New Election’ was introduced

for the 1989 sabbatical election, stu-

dents have called for the re-opening

of nominations only twice. Before

1989 the only way to register protest

as to the quality of the candidates

was by voting as an ‘abstention’.

The most recent time that a candi-

date failed to get elected in the Spring

Elections was in 1993 when Max

Jalil trailed New Election by 145

votes (727 to 582). This poll was the

old position of Hon Sec (Events),

before the two separate Deputy

President positions were created.

In the June 1993 rerun Charles

Leary, who had withdrawn from the

March election, took the position

with one of the lowest every

turnouts, managing to gather only 82

votes. This was enough to see him

home as New Election only managed

1997 Ist Round

Result

1997 2nd Round

ResulSam Baker

12%

New Election

88%

New Election

84%

Clare Bunston

16%

1993 Ist Round

Result

New Election

56%

New Election

10%

1990 - 2nd

Round Result

Candidates (3)

90%

to a measly 32 first preferences.

The 1990 election for the Deputy

President post was won by New

Election as well, when the single

candidate was rejected by a margin

of 103 (603 to 500). Ben Turner suf-

fered a similar fate to Max Jalil when

St Mary’s powered in with over 170

votes for reopening of nominations.

However Mr Turner was election

the following May when he over-

came two other candidates, Spenser

Land and Graeme Littler, in another

low turnout. This time less than 400

votes were cast, but with New

Election managing just 40 first pref-

erences, Ben secured victory after the

first reallocation.

Records were smashed last March

when Sam Baker suffered an incred-

ible defeat at the hands of a ‘well

organised’ New Election campaign.

Over 1,000 students cast their votes

favour of the RON, and this easily

surpassed Ms Baker’s paltry total of

144 first preferences.
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Medics’ power-sharing deal in doubt

EDWARD SHIRMAN

The new Imperial College School of

Medicine (ICSM) students’ union

looks set for a difficult Summer term

after the two students standing for the

presidency of St Mary’s Student

Union were disqualified earlier this

week on academic grounds. The

announcement that the candidates’

‘academic standing’ was unaccept-

able to the Mary’s Dean was made at

the Medical School’s Annual

General Meeting on Wednesday.

It had previously been agreed

between the two main elements of

the prospective ICSM, St Mary’s and

Charing Cross & Westminster

Medical Schools, that even though

Mary’s is the smaller college its pres-

ident would act as overall president

of the medics. Charing Cross and

Westminster also have a sabbatical

President and sources from the

Hammersmith based medical school

have suggested that they may now

push for the lead role in the new

ICSMSU.

Nick Carter was elected earlier this

week as Student Union President of

Charing Cross and Westminster

Medical School, along with Vice-

Presidents Oliver Dale (Internal) and

Andy Heeps (External). On a slightly

lower turnout from last year, Vikram

Dahr was chosen as Secretary and

Sally Price as Treasurer.

Next year’s Royal School of

Mines Union Executive is also now

known, with the only candidate,

David Bowers, scooping the position

of President with all of 68 votes.

Also elected were Martyn

Buttenshaw, with exactly the same

number of votes as Mr Bowers, and

Kirstin MacKinnon, who had the

largest appeal, managing 80 first

preferences.

Alex Ashworth scraped in as Pit

Editor, with the largest new election

vote against him. The influential post

of Academic Affairs Officer will be

jointly filled by Debbie Middleton

and Ewan Laurie, who secured 60

votes in their victory.
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BEIT HALL
SUB-WARDEN VACANCY

A vacancy exists for the post of Sub-Warden in

Beit Hall. We are seeking to appoint a suitable

individual to this post starting from the middle of

September 1997. The duties include; pastoral

care of students, organisation of social events

and involvement in the day-to-day running of

the Hall. The successful candidate is expected to

be highly motivated and have a demonstrated

aptitude for this type of activity. The ability to

take responsibility whilst maintaining friendly

relations with students is essential. Although the

post is open any member of College, a post-

graduate student or post-doctoral researcher

with a minimum of 18 months remaining in the

College is preferred. The accommodation avail-

able with this post could be suitable for a cou-

ple.

Applications comprising a covering letter, a cur-

riculum vitae and two letters of reference should

be sent to Dr Jon Marangos, LASP 2, Physics

(47857 (work) or 49453 (Flat)). Please give full

contact details (including e-mail address) in your

covering letter. The closing date for applications

is the 18th June 1997.

Applications are invited for the postion of

SUB- WARDEN
~IN FISHER HALL

We are looking for a friendly,

resourceful and responsible individual

to assist the Warden in the day-to-day

running of the Hall, in return for rent-

free accommodation suitable for a

single person.

Application forms are available from

the Student Accommodation Office, 15

Prince’s Gardens and should be

returned to Dr RJ Murphy, Department

of Biology by 5pm on

Monday 2nd June.

Microsoft Student Software Special Offer
*** Also available to staff and research assistants at Imperial College***

New Products Available...

Windows 95 AND NT Workstation 4.0 only £49.94

Works for Windows 95 only £29.38

a
Publisher for Windows 95 only £29.38

Still in stock...
All Prices Include V.A.T.

GX
Visual Basic Pro AND Visual C++ Pro only £99.88 sy

\
Office Pro 97 OR Office 4.2 for MAC _ only £99.88 W

CCS SHOP

Level 4, Mechanical Engineering Building, ext. 46953, ccs-shop@ic.ac.uk
9.30am — 5.00pm (Wed 10.00am — 5.00pm)


