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Showpiece shop goes to the wall
MARIA IOANNOU

ABA Holdings, who recently opened

a shop offering photocopying ser-

vices on the main walkway, went

into receivership on Wednesday after

their major shareholders made a

decision to withdraw capital.

ABA moved from their old

premises on Gloucester Road after

being invited by College to take up

retail space on the walkway. The

College had hoped to provide a cen-

tral photocopying outlet on campus

which could handle the volume of

photocopying needed by College.

Mike Hansen, Director of Finance

at Imperial, commented: “We specif-

ically chose a small company that

was not Kodak, thinking that they

would be more attuned to work with

us.” ABA opened in January and

aimed to take much of the photo-

copying business that had previously

been catered for by individual

departments.

Warning signs of the company’s

problems were noticed by several

students, one said: “I often wondered

when ABA hoped to do any photo-

copying, | tried many times through-

out last term and always found it

closed.” Mr Hansen, however,

denied any prior knowledge of the

ABA’s financial difficulties,

expressing his disappointment that

the arrangement had not worked out,

“We find ourselves back in the posi-

tion we were in three months ago and

we are having to examine the choic-

es that College has.”

ABA Holdings has been taken

over by Callprint, another printing

and photocopying company. A

spokesperson for Callprint assured

Felix that they were hoping to reopen

the campus shop as soon as possible.

Mr Hansen could not confirm this

statement, “ABA’s contract is now

null and void and if the new owners
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The financial rigour of the

Imperial College marketplace was

too much for ABA Copytech.

wish to have a branch on the South

Kensington campus they will have to

renegotiate with us.”

Andy Thompson, ICU’s Print Unit

Manager, who had initially feared

that ABA would significantly effect

his business, commented: “They had

no real effect on our business, which

is mostly from the Union Clubs and

continued on page two

NEWSTEAM

The first examinations to be held in

the rigid-structured-temporary-mar-

quee took place on Monday, amidst

confusion, anger and despair. One

candidate described the affair as “‘an

exam tea-party,” and “a complete

joke.”

Since the change of venue for the

examinations was announced, a

number of students have expressed

dismay at the decision, (Felix ]084).

Although the location of examina-

tions cannot be influenced by the

Tea on the lawn
University of London, Sarah White,

President of ULU, emphasised that

Imperial College had been pressured *

by Senate House to provide a reason-

able examination environment. This

would include keeping Southside

bar closed in the daytime, ensuring

there were no deliveries made during

exams and the hiring of extra securi-

ty to ‘keep the peace’. College have

also been pressed to provide closer

toilet facilities - at the moment, stu-

dents have to go to Southside bar. Ms

continued on page three
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Presidential elections damp squib
JONATHAN TROUT

At time of going to press, the re-run

of the 1997 iCU Presidential

Sabbatical Election was looking to

be another low key affair. Following

last term’s overwhelming vote for

new election, only three candidates

have put their names forward, Clare

Buston of Biology and Managment,

Olly Newman C&G Academic

Affairs Officer, and Al Hussein, a

third year physicist.

So far only one of the candidates

has been fully seconded, with only

one of the other two looking likely to

achieve the full twenty seconders

necessary to ensure full candidature

before the papers come down later

today.

This year’s incumbent, Eric

Allsop, expressed his surprise at the

lack of “high profile” candidates, and

rumours abound that one of the can-

didates did not understand the term

“constitution”, whilst another was

unaware of the existence of the [CU

Council, and also of the name of the

present President.

The usual rumour-mill surround-

ing the Sabbatical Elections has been

quiet this time round, suggesting no

“big names”. Could we be looking at

another New Election? We could not

possibly comment...

ABA into

receivership

continued from frontpage

Societies, though I expect they dam-

aged the departmental reprographic

facilities business. My sympathies

lie with the staff, who have lost their

jobs. I can only say that it serves

College right for not putting the job

out to tender in the first place, ABA

just arrived on the walkway with no

consideration to anybody.”

STOP PRESS STOP PRESS

STOP PRESS STOP PRESS

At a meeting of the Undergraduate

Studies Committee late yesterday a

resolution was passed strongly rec-

ommending that the examinations in

the last two weeks of this term be

relocated back to the Great Hall. The

committee concluded that the Estates

Department “should have listened to

what the Biology and Biochemistry

candidates said about the noise in the

Reed and Pippard lecture theatres

last term.”

starting this summer.

SOUTHWELL HALL

ASSISTANT WARDEN

The College invites applications for the position of

Assistant Warden of Southwell Hall which will be

available from October 1997. This is a new post,

which recognises that the Hall will effectively be split

into two blocks by the refurbishment programme

The Assistant Warden will receive rent free family

accommodation in return for helping the Warden with

pastoral duties. S/He will assume a large measure of

the responsibility for one part of the Hall.

Any non-undergraduate member of the College may

apply, but the post is particularly suitable for staff with

some experience of student pastoral care, and who

want to live in a student environment.

Further details and application forms can be obtained

from Janet Jones, Office Services Manager, Room

512 Sherfield Building, extension 45536, e.mail

Janet.Jones @ic.ac.uk

The closing date for receipt of applications is

Thursday 15th May.

Tory landslide predicted
DAVID ROBERTS

An exclusive exit poll conducted for

Felix yesterday predicted a majority

of 255 for the Conservatives in the

General Election.

Figures collected outside Linstead

Hall Polling Station indicated a sharp

swing, against all national expecta-

tions, away from Labour. This will

almost certainly leave Peter Brooke

holding a sweeping majority in his

Cities of London and Westminister

seat (already one of the safest Tory

seats in the country).

Results of exclusive Felix exit poll

Peter Brooke (Conservative) 61.8%

Kate Green (Labour) 18.4%

Mike Dumigan (Lib Dem) 15.3%

Alan Waters (Refferendum) 1.7%

Jerry Sadowitz (Rainbow) 1.0%

Nick Walsh (Loony) 0.7%

Richard Johnson (Nat Law) 0.7%

Gordon Webster (Hemp) 0.3%

Colin Merton (UK Indep) 0%

Patricia Wharton (Barts) 0%

In 1992, Mr Brooke took 25,512

votes, compared to 10,368 for

Labour (figures adjusted for bound-

ary changes since the last election).

This equates to a 35.2% lead over

Labour. However, — yesterday’s

polling indiates an increased 43.4%

lead - a 8.2% swing from left to right.

If this result was to be extrapolat-

ed across the entire country, assum-

ing a uniform swing (the basis of the

Swingometer utilised by Peter

Snow), a notional Tory majority -

and remember this is only for fun - of

255 is formed.

Although this poll surveyed only

one polling station, it is interesting to

note that a swing towards the Tories

was found at a ballot taking place in

a College Hall. This reflects the opin-

ion of pollsters that IC students are

evenly split amongst the three main

parties - firmly bucking the per-

cieved feeling that all students are by

their nature dyed-in-the-wool social-

ists and radicals.

If the 8.2% Labour to Conservative swing were to be reflected across the

country, the Tories would secure 457 seats, compared with a meagre 170 for

Labour and just 11 for Paddy Ashdown’s Liberals. John Major would return

to the Commons next week with a 255 seat majority, the Labour Party would

collapse, and the Tories would rule well into the next millenium.
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White also advised students to make
a note of any major disturbances that

took place while they were in the

exam, for example, roadworks, high

pollen count, or particularly hot or

rainy weather. If a protest was to be

made, she suggested that “The more

people that keep a record of any [dis-

turbances], the better, as organisation

will count in favour.”

Susan Johnson, Academic

Registrar of the University of

London, assured Felix that students

can appeal against their results only

on grounds of ‘maladministration’ -

administrative error or the exam not

being conducted in accordance with

University of London regulations.

She also made it clear that if any stu-

dent feels they have a genuine cause

for making an appeal to the

University of London, they should

write to the Academic Registrar at

Imperial College. If they decide that

the complaint is worth upholding,

they will consult with the Board of

Examiners who will then consider

whether to adjust final marks or offer

the student a chance to re-sit the

exam.

Ms Johnson emphasised that “the

examinations board will bend over

backwards to assist you. However,

an en masse appeal won’t help any-
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“And in the Big Top, the main attraction will be starting soon, ladies

and gentlemen. Please get ready to give a big hand to Johnny Schal and

his Synchronised Drill-men...”

body, least of all those with a genuine

problem.”

This emphasis on individuals who

may be affected more than most was

echoed at the Imperial College

Union’s Council meeting on Tuesday

evening. A motion was passed,

instructing “the Union officers con-

cerned with academic affairs to make

it clear to the appropriate College

authorities that the Union regards the

whole farcical exercise is unaccept-

able, and ensure that special provi-

sion is made for those that would oth-

erwise be disproportionately disad-

vantaged by the relocation of the

exams.”

It appears that the drilling in the

library was not originally planned to

coincide with the examination peri-

od. The subsequent relocation of the

exams at short notice was due to the

discovery that building work on the

library was behind _ schedule.

Rumours abound that the reason for

this is that one of the lift shafts is “the

wrong shape.” Sarah White suggest-

ed that Imperial College Estates

Department must have known the

project was behind schedule. At the

moment, it is unclear who is paying

for the marquee, the air conditioning,

and the extra security. Sarah White

explained that if College was footing

the bill, that would hit students dou-

bly hard, as they would be paying

indirectly. “I hope the project con-

tractors are paying in cash, resources

and facilities,’ she stated.

Local Authority planning officers

have declared that the marquee falls

within planning constraints provided

that the building has no other use and

remains for the duration of the exams

only.

Piers Williams, Deputy President

for Finance & Services, said that he

was “surprised that the College

authorities had not considered relo-

cating the exams to the Senior

Common Room or the JCR”, the

next two biggest rooms on campus

after the Great Hall. The College was

unable to comment on this sugges-

tion although they did say that split-

ting the examinees into several dif-

ferent rooms had been considered but

discarded as being too cumbersome.

The University of London is said

to be “concerned” with the current

state of affairs.
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For example...

Xess Users Guide

Aldus Pagemaker v5.0 - Getting Started

WordStar v6.0 document set

Borland C++ v4.5 document pack

WordPerfect Windows v5.1 document set

Expressionist for Mac v3.0 (full copy)

Manuals, books and “old” versions of software

available at very low prices.

(while stocks last)

woe

... plus lots more

(A full list of what’s available can be found

at the CCS Shop counter)

£2.00

£2.00

£3.00

£5.00
£5.00 CCS SHOP

Level 4

£15.00 Mechanical Engineering Building
ext. 46953

9.30am — 5.00pm (Wed 10.00am — 5.00pm)

ccs-shop@ic.ac.uk


