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WILLIAM LORENZ

Last week, Imperial College’s
Electrical Engineering Department
scored 24/24 in an HEFCE teaching
quality assessment. Only one other
EE department in the country has
ever equalled this, the highest score
ever achieved by any department at
j (25

A team of assessors studied all the
departments’ teaching activities at
both undergraduate and postgraduate
level over a period of three days.
They sat in on lectures and discussed
aspects of the course with both lec-
turers and students.

Speaking to Felix, Dr J. Cozens,
head of undergraduate teaching
explained: “The assessors had a
broad and detailed look at the depart-
ment. They told us they had tried to
get the students to criticise the
department but had failed. This result
will increase people’s estimation of
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(From left to right) Professor R Spence, Dr J Cozens and Dr Cheung
celebrate the perfect score
the quality of our degrees.”

The HEFCE assessments are a rel-
ative innovation, having been intro-
duced only two years ago. The asses-

sors have not yet been able to visit
every UK University department. At
the time of going to press, Only the
following Imperial College depart-

ments have been assessed: Electrical
Engineering (24 points), ISET (23
points), Chemical Engineering (22
points), and Civil Engineering with
21 points. Reassessment takes place
approximately once every five years.
During the HEFCE exercise, each
department is assessed against its
own standards - whether it performs
as well as it claims, and so no direct
comparisons between institutions are
possible. As a result, Essex
University’s EE Department scored
the maximum 24 points while the
equivalent department at Cambridge
University received only 23. Thus,
the rating does not necessarily reflect
the quality of degree available.
Nevertheless, members of the
Imperial College Electrical
Engineering Department maintain
that this award of top marks demon-
strates the high standards prevalent
among both staff and students.

Dearing Inquiry visitors fail to educate

NEWSTEAM

Four representatives from the
Dearing Inquiry, set up to advise the
government on the future of funding
for Higher education, came to
Imperial College Union on Tuesday
to speak to students and gauge their
views on funding solutions currently
under discussion.

The four members of the inquiry
present included former IC Rector,
Sir Eric Ash, The current Rector, Sir
Ronald Oxburgh, the committee’s
student representative from Cardiff
University, Simon Wright and final-
ly, Sir William Stubbs, who
described himself as “just trying to
understand what goes on.”

Sir Ronald Oxburgh began the

meeting with a comprehensive intro-
duction. He explained that while pri-
mary and secondary education might
be high on the agendas of all political
parties, Higher education was not.
Roughly one in three currently go on
into HE, and if that number is to
increase then so must the funding. In
addition, many courses are becoming
increasingly expensive to teach,
especially at more prestigious univer-
sities. Sir Ronald stated: “One way or
another, there is going to be pressure
on funds.”

The Dearing Inquiry, The Rector
explained, was set up to address this
perceived crisis in Universities,
many of which believe they will be
unable to continue to fulfil their

obligation to students if the situation
does not improve. Among the
options the inquiry hopes to put to
the government is that students con-
tribute towards the cost of their own
higher education, either through larg-
er student loans, or through a higher
rate of income tax for graduates.
Such a proposal, according to Sir
Ronald, would have to be “...framed
in such a way as to be acceptable to
the student population. ...And have
the minimum deterrent effect upon
students seeking to enter university.”

The Rector went on to draw com-
parisons between the British HE sys-
tem and the command economies of
former Eastern Bloc states, pointing
out that the government decides how

many Universities there should be,
how many students, and how much
money is allocated for students on
different courses. If money came to
Universities via the students them-
selves, Sir Ronald claimed, then stu-
dents would be significantly more
empowered and would be guaranteed
value for money, becoming the ‘con-
sumers ‘ of the education system.

In addition to loans and a graduate
tax, The Rector also briefly men-
tioned other schemes under consider-
ation, such as the Labour Party’s pro-
posed ‘Learning bank’ in which fees
would be partly met from a learning
account set up for each child, and the
French system, whereby students can

continued on page four
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Health centre delayed

KATY NOLAN

After a series of delays, college
health services will finally move into
their new Southside site in mid
March.

The new centre was due to open
last October, but complaints from
students living above the site led to
building works being delayed until
after July. Ian Caldwell, IC’s
Director of Estates, explained: “No-
one anticipated how much noise the
work would transmit to the resi-
dences above. So, we decided to stop
work until after the exams”.

Since October a variety of prob-
lems, including the air conditioning
system, have further prevented the
building from opening. Chris Cooke,
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Practice Manager at the centre, said
of the delays “Constuction difficul-
ties covers a multitude of sins”.

The existing health centre in
Princes Gardens fails to meet regula-
tions governing disabled access.
Currently, in order to see the dentist
or nurse patients must negotiate
stairs. The new centre has will have
lifts to all levels.

The finishing touches are being
put to the building at the moment.
The staff are expected to move in
during 21-24th March. Mr Cooke
has said “We can’t wait”.This new
site will be the permanent home of
the health centre and although it has
a larger capacity there will be no new
staff employed.

Where to live
Where to
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Deposits

Paying the rent

WHERE WILL YOU
BE LIVING IN
1997/98?

YOUR ACCOMMODATION QUESTIONS
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Who to live
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ANSWERED!
A talk given by ULAO staff in association with the
TUESDAY 4TH MARCH
5.30 P.M.

ROOM 220, MECHANICAL ENGINEERING
Student Accommodation Office

News 1n Brief

WOMENS’ HONOUR
DEFENDED

Natalia Thorn, Vice President of
King’s College Student Union, put
forward a motion at the University of
London Union General Union
Council meeting on Monday to ‘do
away with the position of Womens’
Officer as part of ULU’s executive
committee’ with effect from the next
election.

Ms Thorn’s motion proposed that
‘...Women now hold an equal status
with men’ and that ‘any issues spe-
cific to women in ULU ...can be han-
dled with thorough competence by
an “equal opportunities officer” and
thus called for the position of
Womens’ Officer be replaced by one
which covered all groups of people.
At the moment, The ULU executive
has no officer specifically appointed
to address issues such as disabilities
or racial prejudice.

An opposing motion was put for-
ward by Paul Bates, ULU’s VP for
welfare and representation. He
explained that Student Union
Womens’ Officers ‘promote sexual
equality’ and that they were ‘vital’ to
student unions. He went on to sug-
gest that there should be a campaign
to establish them at all colleges with-
in the University of London.

The council voted for to maintain
the post of Womens’ Officer with a
two-thirds majority.

RCSU ELECTIONS

Hustings for the election of the exec-
utive committee of the Royal
College of Science Union took place
on Monday.

Standing for the post of President
are Karl Stand (physics 3) and
Charlie Joynt (maths 2). Physics dep
rep Hooman Behnia failed to attain
the proposer and fifteen seconders
necessary to qualify for candidature.

Eric Watten and Rob Park (both
Chemistry year 2) are jointly stand-
ing for the position of Vice-
President, with Mo Mansoori
(physics 1), Nick Swain (maths 3)
and Poppy Buxton (physics 1) going
for the posts of Honorary Secretary,
Honorary Junior Treasurer and
Academic Affairs Officer respective-
ly.

As ever, new election is also
standing for all posts.

Voting takes place on Monday
23rd and Tuesday 24th of February
in all RCS departments. You will
need your ICU card.

‘INTELLECTUAL RACIST’
CENSURED

A motion proposed by Damian
Krushner, university councillor, at
this week’s ULU General Union
Council sought to “..oppose any
attempt by organisations or individu-
als within the University of London
to give a platform” to Cristopher
Brand, an ex-lecturer at Edinburgh
University. The motion alledged that
Mr Brand was a ‘pseudo-intellectual
racist’.

Brand had proposed a motion at
Cambridge University on the 23rd of
January this year in which he pro-
moted the idea that ‘black people
were inherently less intelligent than
whites’. He also sought to deny the
rights of Asians and Afro-Caribbean
students to education and welfare.

The IC delegation at the meeting
voted against the motion on the
grounds of defending freedom of
expression. Nevertheless, the motion
was carried.

PANE FINALLY DROPS
FOR CIVIL ENGINEERS

A serious accident was narrowly
avoided last Thursday lunchtime,
when a large pane of glass fell from
the Civil Engineering building and
smashed onto the road below.

College security acted quickly to
cordon off the wide area of broken
glass, in the access road connecting
Dalby Court and Imperial College
Road. High winds are widely
believed to have dislodged the pane
of glass, which measured approxi-
mately a metre square. Although the
road was busy at the time, no-one
was injured.

ULU VP AIMS FOR MARS

Paul Bates, University of London
Union vice-president (Welfare and
Representation), has written to
NASA to determine the possibility of
his accompanying them on any
future manned mission to Mars. This
move follows a ULU mandate,
expressing the desire of the London
Union, as a student representative
body, to further relations with extra-
terrestrial beings.

Included in the Union’s radical
new policy is the explicit instruction
that the Carpenters’ hit, ‘Calling
occupants of interplanetary craft’ be
played at least once per day over the
ULU building intercom.

So far, NASA have not responded.






