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Medics secure
independence

KENT YIP

Medical students at St Mary’s
Hospital Medical School were cele-
brating this week after securing the
future students’ union’s financial
independence. During a question and
answer session for medical students
last Monday, Professor Alan
Swanson, Deputy Rector of Imperial
College, said that he saw no reason
why the Student Union of the future
Imperial College School of Medicine
would not be funded separately from
the main Union after the merger.
Further backing came from their
Dean Professor John Caldwell, who
has written to Professor Swanson to
urge him to have his promise offi-
cially noted.

Whilst at present the student
unions of RSM, RCS and C&G are
funded by Imperial College Union,
that of St Mary’s receives its subven-
tion directly from the College. There
has been fear that this practice may
be abandoned after 1998, when the
pre-clinical undergraduates will be
taught in South Kensington. Such a
move would have presented a severe
financial blow to the future ICSM
SU, who might receive only £15,000
from ICU. Currently, the combined
subvention of the two medics’
unions, St Mary’s and CXWMS'’s,
stands at £80,000.

At the meeting, Professor
Swanson also stated that the College
would not object to the medics enter-
ing their own teams in future BUSA
competitions, and this would be a
matter for the students concerned to
sort out. The question as to whether
the College would continue to fund
the teams elicited the reply that no
changes to the present system of

funding would be introduced. It was
pointed out, however, that when
making decisions on such matters
one should consider how to get the
best level of competition.

Questions concerning the shape to
be taken by the crest of the future
medical school, which will appear on
the jersey of the various sport teams,
were also posed. Again, it was
promised by Professor Swanson that
the College would back whatever the
medics from the four constituent
medical schools agree on.

After the merger, first year medics
will be housed in halls of residence
over at South Kensington. This has
led to fears that Wilson House,
which has always been a hall for
medical students, will be opened up
to students from other disciplines,
and result in final year clinical stu-
dents loosing their priority when
applying for rooms there. Professor
Swanson assured the medics that all
clinical finalists will still be given
priority at Wilson House.

When asked to clarify the recent
suggestions that residents of Wilson
House may have their parking rights
outside the house removed,
Professor Swanson said that he was
not aware of any such plan. He
agreed that it would be unreasonable
to remove the parking rights of clini-
cal students, who have to undertake
their training in many different loca-
tions around and outside London
throughout the duration of their
course. Professor Swanson also said
that he saw no reason why residents
of Wilson House should not be
allowed to keep their belongings in
their rooms for a nominal fee during
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Old and new. The Queen’s Tower reflected in the new wing of the chem-
istry department. Alongside, newer still, is the concrete frame of the
Biomedical Science building.

Students -
won’t vote?

MICHAEL ROBERTS

Students throughout the country
appear to be waiving their right to
vote, according to a recent article in
The Times. Despite eligibility they
appear not to wish to go to the ballots
for three main reasons.

The first is that they fear that by
registering with their local council
they will become liable to pay
Council Tax and cause further strain
on already stretched grants and
loans. Normally students are exempt
from paying the tax but conflict aris-
es for those who share a house or flat
with someone receiving income sup-
port, such as unemployed recent

Can’t vote,

graduates. Those receiving benefits
lose their council tax rebate when
sharing with others not on income
support, but the rules do not discrim-
inate between students and non-stu-
dents. Although the government
plans to rectify the anomaly in April,
this will be too late for those students
not already registered, preventing
them from voting in this general
election.

The government states that regis-
tering to vote has no connection
whatsoever with benefit assess-
ments. However, the president of the
National Union of Students, Douglas
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Trainer, maintains that despite this
many students are under the impres-
sion that they would receive a
Council Tax bill if they did register.

A second reason offered as to why
almost 2 million young people
neglected to vote in the last general
election is apathy. Students who live
in a world free from council tax and
income tax feel detached from the
rest of the voting population.

From birth until now, the particu-
lar flavour of political party in power
has never really affected them. The
fact that they are now entitled to vote
seems irrelevant when they are
locked away inside large academic
institutions. However, students
should not feel like a tiny minority -
all the political parties accept that
student votes will be crucial in the
general election. The applies particu-
larly to constituencies where the sit-
ting MP has a slim majority and a
large student populaiton. Both the
Conservative and Labour parties
have identified twelve or more seats
where their MPs could be ousted by
the student vote. In fact, Health
Secretary Stephen Dorrell was

reportedly so concerned about the
student vote in his seat of
Loughborough, despite a majority of
almost 11,000, that he switched to
the safer Charnwood. Luckily for
incoming Kensington and Chelsea
candidate, Alan Clark, the
Conservative majority of over
30,000 is likely to swamp any vote
by Imperial College students.

The recent ‘Rock The Vote’ cam-
paign, supported by the NUS and
various celebrities, was aimed to
encourage students to vote. The NUS
is careful to be non-partisan, claim-
ing that they “are not worried who
students vote for, as long as they
exercise their right to vote”.
Estimates suggest that around
250,000 extra students have regis-
tered as a result.

The final reason is the growing
doubt expressed by some students in
‘the system’. Many students who are
politically orientated, and would like
to vote, feel that none of the major
parties appear to represent students to
their satisfaction. With this in mind,
they would prefer to abstain rather
than make a choice which represents
a compromise.

MATTHEW BENNETT
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The end may be in sight for the long-
running pay dispute between the
Universities and Colleges Employers
Association and eight trade unions,
led by the Association of University
Teachers, which threatened to dis-
rupt exam and admissions proce-
dures for universities in the United
Kingdom later this year.

The dispute started in June 1996
with an offer of a pay rise to univer-
sity teaching staff of 1.5%. This was
rejected and in protest various boy-
cotts initiated, including a boycott of
the Teaching Quality Assessment
exercise. When no agreement was
reached, the AUT and seven other
unions organised a joint strike which
took place in November last year,
closing many universities completely
and shutting down many depart-
ments at IC.

Earlier this month, AUT members
were balloted on whether they
should take further action. The move
would have meant that exams would
not be marked and admissions proce-
dures would be delayed, both of
which were seen as very serious
threats to the running of institutions.
The ballot came back with a massive
majority of over 75% voting to esca-
late the disruption to universities.

Union officials met with the
employers on 30th January who
offered a new pay deal of 2.9% for
the next two years. After this meet-

End in sight for
AUT pay dispute
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Fry up for the end is nigh! An offical picket at last Autumn’s one day
strike providing breakfast relief for the demonstrators.

ing, the first since June 1996, the
AUT committee voted to advise
members to accept the new pay
arrangement. A ballot has been sent
out to union members on whether to
accept the offer. If the vote comes
back ‘yes’ then all action against uni-
versities will be ended, and the pay
offer formally accepted. If the vote is
returned with a majority of members
voting against the offer, then the
action against universities will con-
tinue and possibly be stepped up.

One major concession to the
unions has been the support from the
universities Vice Chancellors and
Principles for the formation of an
independent Pay Review Body that
would settle future pay disputes at a
national level. This has been avoided
by universities for some time, and
was the major concession in the talks
last Thursday, as the pay offer did
not change substantially.

Imperial was always able to pay
staff more, and had indeed budgeted
for a pay rise of around 4% for its
staff, but its hands were tied by the
National bargaining rules. Some
other universities or colleges may
find it harder to increase the pay of
existing staff, but some of the pres-
sure was alleviated with an increase
of funding for higher education in the
November budget. Many had
thought that there would be a cut in
funding, which was why the first pay
offer was so low.






