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Budget ‘96: nice,

but...not enough

KENT YIP

Extra funding for Higher and Further

Education was announced by the

Chancellor in his Budget speech this

Tuesday. It was greeted with relief

by the Association of University

Teachers.

With allowance for inflation, the

level of funding for each student has

fallen by 0.5% in real terms. This is

significantly less than the 3% cut

expected by the AUT. Amidst the

current climate of expenditure cuts,

the Chancellor’s address over pres-

sure in funding faced by universities

was seen as a “welcome novelty”.

Speaking to Felix, Dr Rodney

Eastwood, Director of Planning, said

that the additional fund did not

restore the cuts imposed in the last

Budget for the current year and for

1997-98. The Higher Education

Funding Council for England will

announce their grant to Imperial

College for the 97-98 session next

March. It is too early to say what

impact this will have on College

before then. However, Dr Eastwood

was keen to point out that the

HEFCE had been asked by the

Secretary of State for Education to be

more selective in their allocation of

funds for research, and that the

College should do comparatively

well from this. The College is also

expected to place strong bids for the

£20 million earmarked for research

equipment.

Following the one day strike two

weeks ago, boycotts in teaching

quality assessment are going ahead.

This is the process whereby individ-

ual university. departments are

assessed and weighted by funding

councils on certain criteria and this

involves the universities having to

deal with large amounts of extra

paperwork

Letters have been written by the

AUT to all university vice-chancel-

lors warning of huge scale conse-

quences should the boycott go ahead.

The possibility of further action will

be considered in an AUT meeting

this Friday. Any reversal in their

decision to boycott will depend on

the outcome of the meeting of the

vice-chancellors next Thursday.

Members of the AUT are angered

by the continued refusal of the

Government to review their pay.

Their percentage increase currently

stands at 1.5%, far below that desig-

nated for the vice-chancellors. Their

refusal to negotiate with the AUT

does not help to resolve this conflict.

With the extra funding from the

Government, the AUT argues that

there is no reason for the vice-chan-

cellors to deny them of their just

demands.

In response to the Budget speech,

David Triesman, general secretary of

the AUT, issued the following state-

ment. “After a period of funding star-

vation even a small reprieve can

seem like nutrition. But the amounts

needed are not really addressed. In

essence, we are asked to hold our

breadth and wait for Sir Ron

Dearing. That is a tough prescription,

even if it could have been worse.”

Describing the move as “a change in

the step of decline”, he went on to

say “It is imperative that the vice-

chancellors seize this moment and

opportunity to deal with staff hon-

ourably.”

PHOTO: ALDUS

The Imperial College members of the successful University of London

Union Karate Team sporting the gold medals they recently gained at the

United Kingdom Championships.

The team fought its way through the regional stages of the Karate

Union of Great Britain Championships before progressing to the finals at

Chesterfield. At the finals competition, the team consisting of Godwin

Unkere and Edwin DoSantos (the IC contingent, pictured above with

their medals), Tony Hughes (formerly of IC), Rami (University College

Hospital) and Lewis, beat teams from Manchester, Aberystwyth and

Liverpool on their way to winning the title.

In the individual events, Ed DoSantos picked up a bronze, whereas

Godwin Unkere just missed out on the medals.

The ULU team have also been European Karate Champions for the

passed two years. os

full report in Felix Sport, page 15
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Security resorts to dogs

VASKOR BASAK

As a result of the one-day strike last

week, a temporary reduction in the

level of security occurred within the

Imperial College estate, necessitating

contract guards and dogs for site

patrols. Despite a skeleton crew cov-

ering the twelve absent staff, the

extra men were drafted in to make up

numbers.

Although contract security staff

were hired they only replaced three

of the twelve absentees. This was

partly due to the security staffs’ trade

union regulations, as there are limita-

tions on the number of temporary

staff that can be hired at one time.

There has also been some controver-

sy about whether the temporary staff

were justified in bringing three dogs

to assist with security operations.

Keith Reynolds, Head of Security

and Fire at IC, who made the request

to bring in the dogs, said that they

were mainly there to protect the

2,000 residents in Prince’s Gardens.

Due to IC regulations, the tempo-

rary security guards were not permit-

ted to carry swipecards. This has

caused concern among residents that

their safety would have been jeopar-

dised in the event of a fire or bur-

glary. Swipe cards are only issued to

people employed for longer than

three months, although a special

allowance was made and they were

given them before the end of the

duty. This was particularly awkward

when a bar alarm was set off at

Princes’ Gardens, which was mistak-

en for a fire alarm.

The proper security staff took

turns to go on duty during the night

shift in order to ensure that there was

always some level of security

throughout the strike. According to

Ken Weir, Head of Security at IC,

the main role of the contract security

staff was for “perimeter control” and

“a minimal security presence” was

kept during the strike.

Talking to Felix, Keith Reynolds

said that the two main aims during

the strike were to have adequate

security to be prepared for emergen-

cies such as fire, and to protect the

residents. He said that in a short time

it was needed to “put something in

place without inflaming the situa-

tion.” since the ICU and the adminis-

tration office only responded to the

situation at the last minute.

Rock the Vote

Get on the electoral register:

Union Foyer

Wednesday 4th December

12-2pm

News in Brief

CRIME ON CAMPUS

A man has admitted to over 60

crimes on the Imperial College cam-

pus after being questioned in a joint

investigation being conducted by the

Belgravia Police and IC Security.

Three men were arrested and

brought in for questioning in connec-

tion with 200 crimes in the local area

and it was only when one of the three

decided to confess that IC Security

were brought in to help.

Most of the crimes committed on

campus, since the beginning of 1995

were walk-in burglaries, where the

guilty party told police that he was let

into Southside and Beit halls of resi-

dence by students. Stolen items

ranged from cash and walkmans to

more expensive items, mobile

phones and, in one particularly suc-

cessful mission, a laptop computer.

Security have been unable to

locate 48 of the crimes in their report

files, perhaps because many of them

could be described as minor and so

are not reported.Ken Weir, Head of

Security at IC, is interested in any

information regarding the investiga-

tion and wishes to remind students to

lock their doors and to check the

identity of people they don’t recog-

nise entering the halls.

RCSU RESIGNATIONS

The Royal College of Science Union

received a double whammy recently,

with the resignation of both the

Honorary Junior Treasurer and the

Honorary Senior Treasurer.

Dr Ann Mitchell, HST for several

years, is to be employed on a part-

time “contract” basis from the begin-

ning of the new year. According to

the RCSU constitution, these terms

disqualify her from holding the pos-

tion of HST, leaving her very little

choice but to resign.

Chris Bragg, HJT from 1994-

1996, resigned after tiring of people

who failed to follow Imperial

College Union financial procedure.

He intends to use the time to concen-

trate on his final year project. The

Union president, Mo Dulloo, agrees

with Mr Bragg that “there are people

who are quite ‘clueless’ about finan-

cial policy, no matter how much they

are told about it...this flippant non-

compliance of regulations has put

increasing pressure on Chris.”

The position of HJT will tem-

porarily be taken over by Honorary

Secretary Rob Park, additional to his

current responsibilities within the

Union.

CLUSTER’S LAST STAND

European space scientists have

launched a bid to resurrect the failed

Cluster satellite mission, destroyed

in the disasterous explosion of the

Ariane V rocket last June (Felix

1060).

British scientists must secure £7

million towards a second mission

which, it is hoped, could be rebuilt

for less than a third of the cost of the

original.

If given the go-ahead, ‘Cluster II’

will employ four identical probes to

examine interactions between the

earth’s magnetic field and the Solar

wind, and carry instruments designed

and built by a team led by Imperial

College physicists. A decision from

the European Space Agency is

expected this week.

STUDENT LOAN DEBTS

TO BE PRIVATISED

The key feature of the Budget this

Tuesday was a penny cut in Income

Tax, which the Chancellor has

promised for next year. To finance

this benevolent scheme he has been

forced to look for money elsewhere.

One of the major sources of cash is

planned to be the sale of student debt

which is expected to raise £3 billion

for the exchequer. As the Chancellor

put it, “it makes no sense for the

Government to keep a huge portfolio

of loans on its books when the pri-

vate sector could manage it more

effectively and is better placed with

the risk.” He went on to assure that

the sale would have no effect upon

the terms on which student loans are

granted, though he gave no guarantee

that this situation would continue

after subsequent Budgets.

In effect, this amounts to the virtu-

al privatisation of student loans, from

now on students will not owe money

to the state, but instead they will owe

it a private, profit making company.

This would suggest that either the

rules governing the repayment of

loans will be tightened up to make

the whole system more profitable,

which Kenneth Clarke has promised

will not happen, or that the govern-

ment will face problems in selling off

the system, as it did when it first tried

to privatise the scheme five years ago

when it was forced to change it’s

plans as none of the major banks

showed any interest in the venture.

Either way, students are unlikely to

benefit, as from the £3 billion raised,

only 7% has been set aside for uni-

versities.
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Eric Forth, Tory MP: outcome of election “deliciously uncertain”

KELLY ROBINSON

For a discussion which one might

have thought would be concerned

largely with higher education, the

talk by Eric Forth MP was decidedly

comprehensive. In fact, during his

introduction he admitted that, as a

former Minister for Higher Edu-

cation, he had already heard himself

speak enough about Universities.

Instead, Mr Forth proceeded to give

an overview of British politics today,

or at least his own views.

He began by tackling the question

of how Bill Clinton had succeeded in

winning a second term in office by

persuading the American public that

their country was on the economic

“up and up”, and that they should

vote for him to express their grati-

tude. The Conservative Minister sug-

gested that his party’s failure to

achieve the same feat could be attrib-

uted to the British sense of fair play,

claiming that the electorate was turn-

ing to Labour out of a misplaced

desire to “give them a chance”.

Mr Forth’s diatribe on Labour’s

policies, or lack thereof, continued as

he went on to mention their infa-

mous u-turns on issues such as uni-

lateral disarmament, public owner-

ship, and tax brackets. He said

Labour had seen the error of their

ways, and had decided to adopt the

vote-winning policies of the Con-

servatives, leaving the British public

extremely confused with “no clear

blue water” between the parties.

In the past, Mr Forth explained, the

Labour Party had fought the corner

of the oppressed while the

Conservatives guarded the interests

of rich, “fat-cat’ businessmen. Now

that the mood of the Conservative

party is comparatively left-wing and

the collective mood of New Labour

can only be said to swing ever further

to the right, he emphasised the diffi-

culty the Conservatives have encoun-

tered in establishing a difference

between the two. Global politics, he

claimed, is “heading in the right

direction, in both senses of the word”

and while Tony Blair had somer-

saulted onto the bandwagon, the

remainder of his Party still lagged

behind.

The Minister, who by his own

admission is happy for the Party to

move as far to the right as possible, is

a Thatcherite of the highest degree.

The economic growth and stability

he believes we are presently experi-

encing is, he said, an obvious conse-

quence of the wise policies enforced

during Margaret Thatcher’s rule.

Forty percent of inward investment

in Europe is directed towards Britain,

demonstrating our commercial desir-

ability in relation to the rest of the

continent. Whether or not this is truly

attributable to the ‘Iron Lady’ was

left to the individuals present to

decide.

One of the few differences the

minister could pinpoint between the

Conservatives and Labour was on the

issue of European union. As a former

MEP, Mr Forth expressed his opin-

ion that the European Parliament was

a “damp squib”, a view apparently

shared to a greater or lesser extent by

the rest of his party. Labour, he

claimed, found the whole idea much

more romantic, but he questioned

how long such a honeymoon would

last given previous experience.

Mr Eric Forth refused to be drawn

into making a prediction about the

result of a General Election, insisting

instead that whichever way the pub-

lic swings, the numbers would not be

as clear-cut as some opinion polls

suggest. Speaking coyly of what the

overall outcome of such an election

atone

might be, Mr Forth employed the

carefully-chosen words “deliciously

uncertain”’.

After his speech, Mr Forth fielded

the inevitable questions from an

audience consisting largely of IC

Conservative Society members. The

MP responded positively to the ques-

tion of how he dealt with the pre-

dominantly Labour led NUS. Each

trade union or lobby group should be

treated to its own merits, he said, and

request is made of the

Government the group’s exact nature

should be specified during any meet-

ing which takes place.

Mr Forth suggested that the cur-

rent political apathy amongst stu-

dents might be why such a low pro-

portion of NUS representatives are

Conservatives. Recalling the radical

student politics of the past, he went

so far as to say that had he visited IC

a few years ago he would have con-

sidered himself lucky to leave with

his clothes on! Finally, Mr Forth

expressed his hopes that the anti-

Conservative lobby; conspicuous by

their absence, must be busy studying

in order to achieve the qualifications

which would justify their applica-

tions for student loans.

PRESENTS

THE WING CHUN BOXING ACADEMY

- AN UNSURPASSED AND COLOSSAL SHOW OF

MARTIAL ARTS FEATS - THE SPECTACULAR

PHENOMENON OF “CHI” WHICH DEFIES THE

LAWS OF SCIENCE.

- SATURDAY 7th DECEMBER 1996.

- DOORS OPEN 7:30pm FOR Spm START.

- THE GREAT HALL - IMPERIAL COLLEGE.

- TICKETS ARE LIMITED - BOOK EARLY TO SAVE

DISAPPOINTMENT.

- ONLY £10 FOR IC STUDENTS.

FOR TICKETS AND INFO CALL 0181-885-4126

OR 0181-808-5232


