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Mary's mad cow' 
research success 
BY D I P A K G H O S H 
Initial results of research into 
bovine spongiform encephalopa­
thy (BSE) at St Mary's Medical 
School may show that it cannot 
be transmitted to humans from 
cows, amidst concerns caused by 
the recent rise in cases of a simi­
lar disease in humans. BSE is a 
member of a group of diseases 
known as the spongiform 
encephalopathies, or prion dis­
eases. Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease 
(CJD), the human equivalent of 
BSE, it causes a rare and fatal 
brain disorder affecting about 1 
in a million people worldwide. 

This research at St. Mary's is 
being carried out by Professor 
John Collinge and his colleagues 
in the Prion Disease Group, 
with collaboration from the 
Institute of Psychiatry and the 
Central Veterinary Laboratory. 
Funding for it was provided by 
the Biotechnology and Biological 
Sciences Research Counci l 
(BBSRC), the Wellcome Trust 
and the David and Frederick 
Barclay Foundation. 

This latest research is being 

done in the hope of shedding 
some more light on whether this 
disease can cross the "species 
barrier" between humans and 
cows. It involves mice genetically 
modified to have certain types of 
human genes. The idea of this 
research is to investigate how 
susceptible mice are to BSE 
when they have human genes. 

So far, although the experi­
ment is not yet complete, the 
genetically altered mice are 
showing a resistance to infection 
from BSE. Professor Collinge 
says: "These results are reassur­
ing so far but it is important to 
understand that they are the ini­
tial stages in a series of experi­
ments and there is still a long 
way to go with these studies." 

Professor Collinge and his 
group also aim to use these 
genetically modified mice to 
resolve other questions, such as 
to determine whether there are 
different "strains" of human pri­
ons. 

In the longer term they hope 
to study potential therapies for 
the human disease in mice. 

BY T H E N E W S T E A M 
Today Pimlico, tomorrow the 
world... IC's student tutoring 
scheme has decided that con­
necting to just Pimlico isn't far 
enough. 

Caroline Gibbons (left) is 
one of two students preparing to 
go on a fact-finding mission to 
Israel to visit the Perach project, 
Israel's national student tutoring 
scheme. She is hoping to bring 
ideas back from the Havayeda 
programme, a purpose-built cen­
tre which gives children access to 
science and technology equip­
ment they wouldn't normally be 
able to use at school. 

Chairman Ian Gregory and 
Publicity Officer Sarah Dawe 
(right) are beginning the process 
of selecting students to represent 
IC at an International conference 
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to be held in Washington D C in 
March . C O O L , the Campus 
Outreach Opportunity League 
helps students start and expand 
their community service pro­
grammes. 

Meanwhile, the Pimlico 
Connection is preparing to say 
goodbye to it's full-time coordi­
nator, Betty Caplan (second from 
left) who is leaving to work with 
V S O in Zambia on February 
10th, to teach English in a sec­
ondary school. She w i l l be 
replaced by Adrian Hawksworth, 
presently in the IC's Schools 
Liason department. 

The 21-year-old Pimlico 
Connection scheme presently 
coordinates 120 students who 
tutor children in schools around 
London. 

CBE for Julia Higgins 

The Dean of the C & G College 
has been made a C B E in the new 
year's honours list published last 
week. The professor of Polymer 
technology was given the award 
for her services to science. 

BMS awaits planners 

Schal International, the contrac­
tors for the B M S project, are 
having to delay the demolition of 
RCS II until the razing of the 
site is given permission by the 
local council's planners, page! 

Sponsors for ICU 

Imperial College Union's sports 
teams wil l soon be wearing new 
kit and using new equipment 
due to a sponsorship deal struck 
with 'Players', a sports equip­
ment firm. page 3 
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News in br ief B M S planning 
diff iculties 

R C S I I s t i l l n o t d e m o l i s h e d 

BY M A R K B R I D G E 
Permission has still not been 

granted for the College to 
demolish the RCS II building 
which lies behind the Chemistry 
Building and is currently being 
prepared for demolition. 

The location is a critical part 
of the Basic Medical Sciences 
Building programme. College is 
believed to have submitted a 
planning application in early 
October last year, well in time 
for Schal, the College's construc­
tion contractors, to begin demoli­
tion a few weeks from now. 
However processing the applica­
tion has taken far longer than the 
expected six to eight weeks and 
has yet to even reach the agenda 
of the Borough Planning 
Committee. Planning permission 
is only considered after the 
Borough checks that laws which 
it has a responsibility to maintain 
are not broken. 

The College has a history of 
difficulties in carrying through its 
estates' plans. In recent years 
there have been complaints from 
local residents vehemently 
opposed to plans for the con­
struction of additional floors on 
top of the Sports Centre. Last 
year's centralisation effort, plan­
ning to transfer the Students' 
Union to the Sherfield Building, 
had to be dropped after intense 
lobbying by the Union and stu­
dents. 

The Borough's primary 
responsibility is to ensure that 
safe and healthy environments 
are maintained in and around 
buildings, and it has statutory 
powers to enforce the provisions 
of the Building Act (1984) and 
the Building Regulations (1991). 
It considers factors such as the 
history of a site, appeals deci­
sions, Central Government guid­
ance, and local representations in 

determining whether or not to 
grant permission for develop­
ments. 

The College's Planning 
Department could not comment 
at all on the development, refer­
ring all questions to the Estates 
Management Department, who 
have assumed responsibility for 
the project. Unfortunately M r 
Caldwell , the Estates director 
and official spokesperson, was 
unavailable at the time of going 
to press, hence the College's 
position is unclear. 

London has been subject to 
building control since the twelfth 
century. The system was 
enhanced after the rebuilding 
following the 1666 Great Fire of 
London and continued through 
many revisions of legislation 
which culminated in the London 
Building Acts of the 1930's. 
These Acts and the associated 
By-Laws were administered by 
the District Surveyors and con­
tinued until 1986 when most of 
their provisions were repealed 
and replaced by the 1984 
Building A c t and associated 
Building Regulations. Certain 
parts of the London Building 
Acts still remain in force though, 
and apply in addition to the 
Building Regulations. 

Student leaders of the med­
ical schools that will make up the 
new centre are continuing to 
express concern over the lack of 
social facilities in the new build­
ing. Their opinions are being con­
sidered by the B M S steering 
committee, where they are rep­
resented by I C U President Sarah 
White, but it is thought to be 
unlikely that any new space will 
be made available. The demand 
for space in the building is so 
tight that the entire structure 
would have to be redesigned to 
make more room available. 

BY A L E X F E A K E S 
A N D B E N W I L K I N S 

IC's University 
Challenge 

Imperial College Union has 
got through to the second round 
in the television quiz show 
University Challenge which pits 
teams from Universities around 
the country in competition test­
ing their general and specialised 
knowledge. After a slow start, 
which the I C U president 
described as 'nervewracking', the 
team pulled through and beat St. 
Andrew's convincingly. 

Newspaper service 
ends 

Da Vinci ' s Catering 
Department have written to 
Felix to explain the situation 
regarding the issue of free news­
papers for the use of our cus­
tomers. The service is provided 
at a cost of £66 per month and 
unfortunately due to the lack of 
consideration of some customers 
Da Vinci's are no longer pre­
pared to provide it. 

They realise that the majori­
ty of customers appreciate the 
service and treat it with respect 
but a minority continue to abuse 
it, stealing the papers, tearing 
them up and generally trashing 
them. Out of principle and with 
apologies to our loyal customers 
Da Vinci's have decided to end 
the service. 

Graduation joy 
The time when graduating 

meant sitting through thousands 
of diplomas being awarded is no 
longer. From this year, there are 
to be two ceremonies, one in 
June and the other in November. 

Not enough science 
jobs 

The United Kingdom is not 
employing enough science and 
technology graduates in research 
and development, according to a 
report by the Institute of 
Employment Studies. 

Only 4.5 people are 

employed as researchers per 
1000 of the labour force in the 
U K . This compares with 5.3 in 
France, 6 in Germany and 6.9 in 
the U S . The report says that 
there is little sign of a strong 
demand for new science gradu­
ates and students may be voting 
with their feet by not choosing to 
study science. 

Richard Pearson, the author 
of the report, commented that 
even if there was a 20% increase 
in the number of science jobs 
overnight, then the supply of 
new graduates would not be a 
problem. 

Earth gallery opening 
The new Earth Galleries at 

the Natural History museum will 
be opening this summer. The 
development wil l cost £12mil-
lion, half of which wil l come 
from the Heritage Lottery Fund. 
When completed, the the build­
ing will have three floors of high­
tech 'earth based exhibitions. 
Visitors will enter through an 
atrium featuring a giant revolving 
globe. 

Schal's going all one 
way 

The more awake among the 
regular cyclists to union may 
have noticed that a one way sys­
tem has been set up around 
union by the Basic Medical 
Science contractors, Schal 
International. The system will 
hopefully regulate the increased 
traffic flow due to the construc­
tion of the new building. 

IC Professor knighted 
Robert May, visiting profes­

sor at IC and chief scientific 
advisor, received a knighthood in 
this years honours list. 

Sir Robert's career has been 
very diverse so far, he started as 
a chemical engineer, worked in 
physics and then crossed over to 
biology. In 1973 he made a major 
contribution to ecology when he 
published a paper in which he 
used ideas from chaos theory to 
model ecosystems. 
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IC denies nuclear dump allegations 
BY A N D Y S I N H A R A Y 
College have openly refuted alle­
gations suggesting that IC. dumps 
harmful radioactive material. The 
article published in Time Out 
entitled "Emission Impossible", 
which appeared in the Christmas 
Double Issue, dealt wi th 
London's licensed nuclear 
dumpers, and suggested that IC 
disposes of toxic waste in South 
Kensington. 

The piece highlighted the 
dangers of transporting radioac­
tive material through the centre 
of the capital, as well as indicat­
ing that London institutions such 
as Brunei University, University 

College London, and Bart's 
Hospital had received enforce­
ment notices from Her Majesty's 
Inspectorate of Pollution 
(HMIP) . 

It further claims that 
Imperial College "has a licence to 
accumulate and dispose of highly 
radioactive, l iquid, water and 
gas", saying that radioactive 
material "is often brought down 
to London" from the College's 
reactor centre in Silwood, near 
Ascot in Berkshire. It adds that 
radioactive liquids have been 
poured down IC's drain and that 
radioactive gas has been vented 
out from the Beit Building. 

Although certain members 
of College staff had been 
approached by national media -
notably Radio 5 Live - to 
respond to the claims, a state­
ment issued by the press office 
says IC "has an authorisation 
with Her Majesty's Inspectorate 
of Pollution to dispose of radioac­
tive waste by various routes, but 
the comments in the Time Out 
article are factually incorrect." 

As Felix was going to press, 
Margaret Minski , a director of 
the reactor centre at Silwood, 
was unable to comment but said 
she would be available next week 
to respond to the allegations. 

'Players' 
BY D I P A K G H O S H 
Imperial College is trying a radi­
cal new approach to sponsorship 
of its sports clubs to generate 
funds and save substantial money 
on orders of sports equipment. 

The company Players has 
been chosen by I C U to supply 
sports equipment to all sports 
clubs for a trial period of six 
months. Players is linked to Stac 
Sports, and is a big distributor of 
sports kit. 

T i m Townend, Deputy 
President (F&S), expressed his 
delight on a good deal for the col­
lege: "This contract has been well 
negotiated and we are getting a 
good deal from four levels. 
'Players' are also very happy to 
have got this deal with us. W e 
have signed a six month contract 
with them that takes us to the 
end of the present academic 
year, and it is very likely that this 
contract will be renewed for the 
next academic year." 

Sports clubs used to put sep­
arate orders with different com­
panies which became too expen­
sive. The new centralised 
approach means the Union can 
order all sports equipment 
through one company, thus sav­
ing money. 

T im Townend has estimated 

PHOTO: DIANA HARRISON 
A suspect vent in the Biology 
bui ld ing : is I C pumping 
radioactive gas into Beit as 
Time Out alledges? 

for I C U 
the probable impact of this con­
tract. H e received a provisional 
order of £13 ,500 from eight 
clubs, and this means approxi­
mately £2000 in sponsorship 
funds at the end of six months. 

Players deal with all sports 
clothing and equipment and with 
a view to renewing the contract 
next year, the Union is hoping to 
tie in other clubs and societies, 
for example, Rag, to supply pro­
motional T-shirts. 

The Union is considering 
extending this type of initiative 
to other areas; one possibility is 
the Dram Soc which could have 
its stage electrics supplied by the 
Whitelights. Another idea for 
sponsorship are the mailings to 
freshers, which A V M Consulting 
already does at other colleges. 

The contract was signed on 1 
December, under terms that 
insist that I C U puts all sports 
order to Players, and in return 
12% of the total order will be 
paid to the Union as a sponsor­
ship fund. Every club which 
orders sports kit worth more 
than £500 wil l get a prize of 
sports equipment worth £125 for 
their Player of the Year award. In 
addition, all staff and students 
are eligible for a 15% discount on 
sports equipment and clothing. 

PHOTO: ALEX FEAKES 
Apart from the obligatory fire alarm, the end-of-term Christmas 
bash was another sell-out success. Over 1100 Carnivalites partied 
round the three dance floors. "Everyone seemed to think it was one 
of the best events we've r u n , " said Ents and Marketing manager 
Mark H o m e . 
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G r a d u a t e A c h i e v e r s 

THE WILL TO LEAD 

IN A WORLD OF CHANGE 

Thousands of famous brands 

worldwide... a market leader in foods, 

detergents, personal products and 

speciality chemicals... £29 billion of 

global sales... £2.5 billion in profits. 

That's the size of Unilever's 

international challenge. 

Our world is certain to stretch the 

intellect and imagination. It is a volatile 

world where economic, social and 

political pressures create unprecedented 

challenges. One in which you could 

build an outstanding management career 

in any of a diverse range of functions... 

It's a future that could be within your 

grasp, with opportunities for graduates 

from a number of disciplines. If you 

want to find out more please contact 

your Careers Service or 

call us on 

0171 470 0459. 

Closing date for 

applications is 

31st January 1996. Unilever 
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S l a v e r y in Br i ta in in t h e 1 9 9 0 s 
"I w i l l cut y o u r face. I w i l l k i l l y o u i f y o u ever disobey an order . Y o u are m y slave. Y o u w i l l do exactly what I say; eat only 
w h e n I te l l y o u and w h a t I give y o u . I f y o u attempt to steal f o o d , y o u w i l l be starved u n t i l I dec ide y o u have learned y o u r les­
son. Y o u w i l l sleep on the f loor outs ide m y b e d r o o m and only for the hours I te l l y o u . Y o u w i l l have no days o f f a n d y o u w i l l 
not leave this house u n a c c o m p a n i e d . R e m e m b e r I h o l d your passport . If the pol ice f i n d y o u w i l l be depor ted to w h e r e y o u 
come f r o m . A n d , i f y o u are, y o u w i l l be k i l l e d , i f I do not manage to k i l l y o u f irst . D o n ' t forget there are plenty more where 
y o u come f r o m . " - Employer to domestic staff 

Slavery was abolished in 1833, yet the quote 
above was made in Britain a couple of years 
ago. Slavery has been quietly re-established in 
Britain legally and with the sanction of the 
British government. 

How is This Happening  

Behind the doors of some of Britain's most 
luxurious residences (many of them not far 
from where you are reading this), diplomats, 
VIPs and other outwardly respectable people, 
keep bonded domestic workers in conditions 
of abject slavery. A n d it is the U K govern­
ment which ties them to their employer - for 
any worker considering escape, the sure 
knowledge that they will be deported pre­
sents a formidable deterrent. The reason this 
situation exists is due totally to government 
legislation and could be ended at a stroke. In 
1979 under Mrs. Thatcher, Britain's immigra­
tion laws were tightened (as they have just 
been again with equally disastrous conse­
quences for the dispossessed) and Britain 
stopped granting work permits directly to 
persons entering the U K as domestic workers. 
However a 1980 concession, which the Home 
Office admits is outside the immigration 
Rules, continues to allow employers to bring 
their domestic workers into the country as 
persons accompanying a named employer. 
This means that they must work only for that 
employer. Thus on the point of entry, the 
domestic workers are given no independent 
status as workers, although they are admitted 
into this country to work. Instead they are 
tied to their employer and effectively 
deprived of workers rights, all of which ulti­
mately depend on the right to change employ-

Denial of Basic Human Rights 

No fewer than 4 of the 30 articles in the U N 
declaration of human rights are contravened 
as a result of the Home Office policy on over­
seas domestic workers. 

What can be done? Kalayaan and Ant i -
Slavery International are both working to win 
back the rights of these overseas domestic 
workers, and their campaign has cross-party 
support in both houses of parliament. Their 

recommendations to the government are: 
• That overseas domestic workers should 

have a status which recognises that they are 
workers in their own right 

• That overseas domestic workers be allowed 
to change employers within the same cate­
gory of employment 

• That overseas domestic workers who pur­
sue legal action against their former 
employers have the right to stay and work 
during the life of the court proceedings 

• That those overseas domestic workers who 
have already left their employers and are 
now overstayers should have their immigra­
tion status regularised. 

The implementation of these recommen­
dations would put an end to the current abuse 
and conditions of slavery, but the government 
has refused to comply on any of these points. 
There is growing support amongst the public 
and MPs for Kalayaans case and if you would 
like to help them you can contact any of the 
following groups, IC Third World First, IC 
Labour Club, Kalayaan (c/o St. Francis 
Centre, Pottery Lane, London, W l 1 4NQ) or 
Anti-Slavery International (Unit 4, Stableyard 
Broomgrove Rd, London SW 9TL.) 

The information in this article was taken 
from Kalayaan Westminster Briefing Notes 
and from the book 'Britain's Secret Slaves' by 
Bridget Anderson (1993, Calen and ASI , 
ISBN 0 900918 29 2) which is available in the 
Third W o r l d First collection held in the 
Haldane section of the central library. 

Jacob 

The Facts 

The table below was compiled for interview 
with 755 workers who had escaped from 
their employers: 

Psychological abuse 
88% 

Physical abuse 
38% 

Sexual assault or rape, including attempted 
or threatened 
11 % • 

No regular food: given left-overs, or other­
wise regularly denied food. 
61% 

Not having a bedroom: forced to sleep in a 
hallway, kitchen, bathroom or store-room. 
51% 

Not having a bed 
43% 

Imprisonment: denied permission to leave 
the house, or allowed out only with a chap-
erone. 
34% 

Not paid regularly 
55% ~ 

Paid less than agreed in the contract 
58% 

Passport confiscated by employer, and not 
obtainable on departure from employment 
63% 

Denial of time off from duties 
90% 

Average number of 
hours worked in a day: 

1 7.2 hours 
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to a reasonable handicap -
contact Tim Townend at the Union 
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to represent IC in a high level 

National Competition! 
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John currin - the new guy and the never ending story photos by fred scruton 
at the institute of contemporary arts, the mall, S W 1 Y 5 A H until 18 february 

this is a'witty and clever exhibition, art for the imperial male, maybe his unfeasably large-breasted women 
are sexist, but they all seem to be supporting his scraggy and wrinkly men, who seem to be surrounded 
by flaccid phallic symbolism, go because you want to discuss the manet and tiepolo connections, or go 

because you want to take the phrase 'arty toss' literally. 

e v e n t j o h n c u r r i n ™m • 

i n s i g h t o f m i c e , m e n a n d m a d c o w s n a t b a b # -

i n t e r v i e w : s h e d s e v e n 

s i n g l e s : 

g i g : t h e c h e m i c a l b r o t h e r s + t h e p r o d i g y m \ . 

a l b u m : r n i n i s t r y o f s o u n d : t h e a n n u a l m a x • — 

f o o d : s l u g 8 d e t t u c e « w 

' / i l l 

t h e a t r e : r o s e n c r a n t z a n d g u i l d e n s t e r n a r e d e a d ? 

^ u r ^ i d ^ ' f c ^ h e ^ m i ^ ^ ' e ^ 
We also hope you didn't get any horrible jumpers for Christmas. 
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O f M i c e , M e n a n d M a d C o w s 
Current work on genetically altered mice may give us a clue to the link between CJD and BSE 

D o mad cows make mad men? 
How do you prove that BSE 
will or won't lead to CJD? 
Feeding your daughter beef­

burgers doesn't prove that beef is safe, 
and the fact that some dairy farmers 
have contracted C J D is not evidence 
that there is a link to BSE. 

In December last year, Sir Bernard Tomlinson, 
an Oxford neurologist, said that he would not 
eat beef because it just wasn't worth taking the 
risk. This started off the B S E debate once again 
and a spate of stories about the clangers of eating 
beef hit the press. The latest news is that recent 
research at Imperial College indicated that BSE 
could not cross the species barrier to cause C J D . 

The research, headed by Professor John 
Collinge, was published in Nature magazine. 
What work has really been carried out and what 
comfort, if any, can we take from it? 

The main problem with research into B S E and 
C J D is finding a sensible way to study the possi­
ble links. The incubation time of C J D is some­
times as long as several decades. This is too long 
to wait and see if the incidence of C J D will 
increase dramatically amongst the nation's beef 
eaters. Humans are not practical subjects for 
investigation. Professor Collinge and his team 
(known as the Prion Disease Group) are work­
ing on this problem by using mice. The mice 
have been genetically modified to express 
human prion proteins instead of, or as well as, 
mouse prion proteins. D r Collinge explains 
"These genetically modified mice now allow us 

to study C J D in a detailed way that has not been 
possible before." 

So far the Prion Group have given the results 
of two experiments; one with C J D prions and 
the other with BSE. In the first experiment, the 
team injected C J D prions into four types of 
mice: two having different amounts of human 
prion proteins and two with only mouse prion 
proteins. This way the team could see how 
human prion proteins reacted to C J D prions 
when present in mice. They discovered that the 
more human prions the mice expressed, the 
sooner they developed the disease. The mice 
with only mouse prion proteins survived around 
200 days longer than the "human" mice. This 

experiment established that there must be a 
species compatibility for efficient interaction of 
prions with prion proteins. 

The team then moved onto working with 
BSE. Mice with various mixtures of human and 
mouse prion proteins were injected with cow 
prions. There was no significant difference in 
incubation times for the disease in the mice. 
However, when the brain extracts of the mice 
were examined, only mouse prions were detect­
ed. So it would appear that human prion pro­
teins do not interact with cow prions. BSE 
appeared only to cross the species barrier with 
mouse prion proteins and not the human equiv­
alent. 

BSE has also been injected into mice express­
ing only human prion proteins. After 268 days 
the mice are still alive. This does not yet provide 
conclusive evidence that humans will not devel­
op CJD-l ike diseases from eating infected beef. 
We must wait for the mice to die of old age (a 
further 700 days), to be sure that they have not 
contracted the disease. Even if the mice do not 
fall i l l , just one altered gene does not make a 
mouse human. 

There may be many more factors at work in 
the transmission of BSE to humans. "The cur­
rent results are certainly not a definitive answer 
with regard to human risk, nor could they be." 
says Collinge. 

Nat Barb 
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It's not every day that a major record company 
pays for your humble Felix music reviewer to go 
to Leeds, eat at the Hilton, interview a band, go 
to a secret gig, stay overnight in a hotel and then 
come back to London. So what was the occa­
sion? Well, York's finest, Shed Seven, are about 
to release their hugely anticipated second album. 
They believe that it wil l thrill their devotees and 
astound everyone who hears it. Obviously, 
Polydor Records thinks so too. I travelled up to 
Leeds to meet the band and to see if they could 
justify these presumptuous claims... 

I caught the train to Leeds and checked into 
my hotel room by 5 p.m. I then headed for the 
plush surroundings of the Hil ton Hotel and, after 
a few drinks at the bar and a nice, juicy steak for 
dinner (all free, of course), it was time to speak to 
Shed Seven vocalist, Rick Witter, and drummer, 
Alan Leach... 

The interview takes place in their hotel room, 
with Rick sitting on a sofa, his expression quite 
serious and even contemplative, and Alan seem­
ing less introspective, 
with an ever present 
grin across his lace. 
They've just got back f j: 
from their first tour ol 
America and from <£>_, 
touring Europe wi th I ^ ^ ^ B i ^ ^ ^ P 
Echobelly, but as they < 
explained, they 
enjoyed gigging in the 
Far Last the most. 

"In Thailand and | m j f l H H H H H 
Japan we got gifts from • H H H 
fans. In Japan, some of B h H H H H H H H H 
the fans actually had g f J B ( B ( B H f l H H 
breakdowns at the 
gigs. There was never 
any stage-diving but the atmosphere was so 
intense." 

Rick continued: "I also got my first black eye 
after a gig when a girl threw a new watch in its 
case through the open window of our car." 

Not that all touring is as agreeable to them. 
The subject of festivals brings back unpleasant 
memories, as does the subject of Oasis. Rick is 
only willing to say one sentence on the matter: 

"We did a headline gig with them in London 
once but they were too arsey." 

H e goes on to claim that it was Shed Seven 
who invented Britpop and that he doesn't like 
bands just because they are part of a scene. O f the 
up and corning bands of the moment, he men­
tions Cast with respect. 

We move on to talk of the new album, which 
is due out in March. Rick had already comment­
ed in print that 'We couldn't be arsed with all that 
'difficult second album' b*****ks , so we've gone 
straight on to our third." H e is a little more spe­
cific here: 

"It is similar to 'Changegiver' [their success­
ful debut album] but with more instruments and 
a better recording so that it's more in yer face. If 
you go into a club and hear 'Dolphin' come on 

alter Primal Scream's 
'Rocks', it sounds tinny 
and weak." 

later that night, the 
• f c v \ , Sheds play a secret gig 
H H H H H | - at Brighton Beach, a 

mod hangout in Leeds. 
Wjk 5S& '/ They kick off their set 
B t * * l with the new single, 
I *<- 785SS *'' Getting Better', and 
• play their five other stn-
wk gles to date, before 

ending with the 
impressive epic, 
'Parallel Hnes' . The 
atmosphere is electrify­
ing and the energy Rick 

generates with his passionate vocals seethes with 
intensity. 

The night finishes and we're left eagerly 
awaiting the new album. Shed Seven - welcome 
back! 
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g i g : t h e c h e m i c a l b r o t h e r s 

+ t h e p r o d i g y p a ,i 

It's been quite a year for the Chemical Brothers. 
Their debut album, 'Exit Planet Dust', sold huge 
amounts in the U . K . and was rightly acclaimed as 
one of the best techno albums of 1995. The sin­
gle 'Leave Home' reached an unprecedented 
number 17 in the charts and the tour that fol­
lowed was a sell-out. O n top of all that, they con­
tinue to be rock's favourite remixers - doing their 
stuff for, amongst others, Primal Scream, Oasis, 
The Prodigy and Leftfield. 

Tonight at the Brixton Academy, they show 
exacdy why they've come so far so soon with a 
blinder of a set. One of the criticisms of 'Exit 
Planet Dust' was the duplication of the 'Leave 
Home' formula. N o danger of that here. The 
weaker tracks are left out, replaced by an encour­
agingly original handful of new ones. The only 
shame is that they don't attempt to bring any of 
the ethereal vocals in 'Alive Alone' or T i m Burgess' 
contribution to ' l ife is Sweet' into the mix. A l l 
that is dropped in favour of a full-on techno 
onslaught. 

The Prodigy obviously value the Chemical 
Brothers as a warm-up act since this isn't the first 

time the two bands have played together. Their 
eclectic mish-mash of house, hip-hop, dub and 
indie-rock is perfect for The Prodigy's crowd. By 
the time the set is wound up with an extended 
mix of the seminal Chemical Beats' (easily their 
best song to date), there's hardly a dry T-shirt or 
unraised arm in the house. 

The Prodigy's live shows have become near 
legendary, thanks largely thanks to a string of sum­
mer festival appearances including Tribal 
Gathering, Glastonbury and T in the Park. 
They're hardly recognisable as the same teeny 
rave act dismissed by the press as a joke outfit fol­
lowing the chart success of the first single, 
Charly'. The million dollar question is how l i a m 
and co. are going to follow up their summertime 
success? What new visual extravaganza are they 
going to throw at us this time? Well , as it turns out, 
nothing. But that's about the only disappoint­
ment. 

From the moment they open wi th an 
inspired, metal guitar- driven version of Their 
Law' that has most of the crowd head-banging like 
they were at a Pantera gig, you know that this is 
going to be a good one. Keith careers about the 
stage like some wild, demented animal, Leroy 
does his usual mad dance routine, and M a x i m 
oversees the carnage, inciting the crowd to new 
heights of hysteria with his screams of, "Pay close 
attention," and, "Are you here to rock?" O h yeah, 
this is cheesier than any Van Halen gig. 

Meanwhile, Liam churns out all the classics, 
all but hidden behind a mountain of machinery. 
'Poison' and 'Out of Space' are definite highlights. 
Judging by the number of wide eyed, water bot­
tle clutching nutters around me, there's been 
plenty of the former consumed tonight. 

This is one of those gigs where you know that 
you're witnessing a band at the peak of the career, 
where you know that this is as good as it's going to 
get - ever. A n d the crowd love it. The Prodigy in 
front of their home crowd, winding up their most 
successful year so far to create the kind of unified, 
triumphant atmosphere that most live acts only 
ever dream of. 

Brilliant. 

- a l b u m : m i n i s t r y o f s o u n d : 

t h e a n n u a l ™ * 

After Cream, Hard Times and U p Yer Ronson, 
Ministry of Sound have now released a club cash-
in compilation of tracks that were crowd pleasers 
there throughout 1995. This set has been mixed 
by Boy George and Pete Tong. It features The 
Bucketheads, Felix and The Original, to name but 
a few, but this album is obvious and pretty tedious 
to boot. 

A n d herein lies the problem with this sort of 
release: in no way will a dance compilation album 
replace a night out. If you're under the impression 
that this will transform your sitting room into a 
club when you throw a party, then you are sorely 
mistaken. 

So, an album containing a lot of tracks you 

probably akeady own on Dance Zone level 3, vol­
ume 2, '95' but now with added gimmicks. Yes, 
a nice imitation leather cover and a free book! If 
they think they are going to get away with a bla­
tant marketing ploy like the 32 page pamphlet, 
then they've got another thing coming. The book­
let is just full of adverts for various Ministry mer­
chandise and future releases, together with a 
review of the year. I would have thought that it 
would have been more useful to list formcoming 
line ups for '96 insteead of listing what DJ's played 
when and where in '95, but what do I know? 

Your bog-standard club compilation then, but 
if you have half a brain cell then you aren't going 
to be fooled by this at all. Buy the Beano annual 
instead - it probably contains more information 
than the booklet and isn't half as expensive. 

(5) for substance, (0) for originality. 



Imperial College or ULU students & staff. 
Compulsory annual membership of 50p 

(payable on first visit) 



s l u g s a n d l e t t u c e s : 
f o o d : s l u g S d e t t u c e r a c h e i 

The PR lady tells me that Slug and Lettuce pubs 
used to be intimidating men's places, which 
made me think we should have reviewed it 
before the multi-million conversion. But it seems 
to be the done thing to turn lads' bars into girly 
places, so comfy sofas, polished wooden floors 
and habitat-esque interior decor it is then. 

A n d you're rather more likely to get an ori­
ental bean salad than pie and chips, but for £5-7 
a throw the food is remarkably good: miles above 
your standard pub 'fayre' but it manages to avoid 
the nineties poncy food trap as well. I could have 
had ham and eggs or Irish stew and mash, but 
ended up with leek, pancetta and parmesan flan 
with spiced pear relish and then drank too much 
Smirnoff mule. Lovely... 

There are Slug and Lettuces liberally dis­
persed around London; the showpiece bar is on 

St Martin's Lane, but closer to I C stamping 
ground, the one on Putney High Street also fea­
tures live jazz every Thursday evening. Okay it 
may be a cheap marketing ploy to appeal to 
middle class twenty-somethings, but it's also a 
whole lot nicer than spending the evening in a 
smoky pit. Maybe there is an alternative to the 
Southside bar... 

Simon Baker is on holiday 

standbys £&S0 
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- t h e a t r e : r o s e n c r a n t z a n d 

g u i l d e n s t e r n a r e d e a d 

What exactly is it about Tom Stoppard's 
Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead - a play 
about two of Shakespeare's minor characters -
that is so consistendy funny and intriguing? 

The play is excellent. Two men are thrown 
out of their habitual world, into a place where 
the laws of probability don't seem to hold, where 

decisions are not a possibility, identities - particu­
larly their own - are confused, and incidents are 
all that seem to happen. Here is there, some­
where, and nowhere. Existential? I think so. 
Confusing? Well not as bad as it sounds, we 
watch the confusion rather than losing track our­
selves. Entertaining? Definitely. 

The strength of Matthew Francis' new pro­
duction at the National lies in its success in 
achieving a happy equilibrium between the com­
edy of Rosencrantz and Guildenstern's situation, 
and the underlying menace of destiny and lack of 
control. The humour includes the cheap - with a 

long build up for a gag punning on the trap which 
Rosencrantz and Guildenstern have set and the 
trap(door) in the stage. Often the dialogue tends 
to the surreal "Is he selling toffee apples", and 
the stage business steps gracefully into vulgarity. 
The essence of the comedy, however is in Simon 
Russell Beale and Adr ian Scarborough's 
Guildenstem and Rosencrantz (or should that 
be..). They swing from mood to mood convinc­
ingly, and successfully create the rapport 
between the two characters. Russell Beale's 

development of Guildenstem as 'purpose 
and meaning' become more and more 
clearly out of reach is particularly effective 
in balancing the comic and the serious. 

Whilst the travelling players provide 
much of the comedy of the play - brilliant­
ly achieved here, particularly in the dumb 
show -the Player King should generally have 
an enigmatic, threatening presence. 
Unfortunately Alan Howard is disappoint­
ing. Though dramatic, I find that he sacri­
fices his connections with fate and destiny 
to bawdy insinuation just a little to often. 
The only other performance I would fault is 
that of the set. It seems alive. Initially this 
is very effective. The first two acts take 
place in an interior with concealed doors 
unobtrusively emphasising the existential 
aspects of the play. This cool interior is 
ostentatiously interrupted by each appear­

ance of the Hamlet court members on their the 
moving podium. It certainly looks lavish, and 
serves to underline the threat to Rosencrantz and 
Guildenstem, but it all seems to be a little too 
much show for show's sake. Perhaps this is only 
because of the teething problems on the techni­
cal side. A l l the tension of the last scenes is lost 
because of clanking and whirring as pieces of set 
jerk slowly into place. 

D o go and see it. The technical problems 
really only crop up in the last ten minutes, and 
by then you will have laughed so hard it won't 
seem to matter. 
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f r i d a y 

12 
j a n u a r y 

Rag M e e t i n g 

1.10pm. Ents Lounge. (R) 

Pakis tan Society 
3 - 5pm. Basketball practice in the union 
gym. Bring trainers! Contact Kashif, Aero II, 
k.ahmed@ae.ic.ac.uk. (R) 
Ents 
9 - 2am. Live Music from Bandicoot plus 
Disco. A n d in U D H , the all new Chi l l out 
room, so you don't have to get knocked 
about in DaVinci's all night. £1 or free 
before 9pm, or with Entscard. 

f r i d a y 

Single room in flat to let £60 per week 
West Kensington 
Phone Pauli 0171 603 0543 

S a t u r d a y 

13 
J a n u a r y 

G l i d i n g C l u b 
Gliding at Lasham Airfield. (R) 

S a t u r d a y 

m o u n t a i n e e r i n g 

c l u b 

The third trip of the year proved the 
existence of the mythical "Indian Summer". 
Despite setting off under a cloud of 
monstrous pessimism (it was Wales after all) 
we were greeted with the most gorgeous 
weather, allowing us to climb with minimal 
clothing and more importantly display our 
rippling physiques (some muscular, others 
caused by wind effects on large fat deposits) 
to the world. 

A l l members acquitted themselves well 
with several new records for hardness and 
number of climbs being set. Particularly 
good efforts were made by the freshers who 
all made impressive leads causing the old 
hacks some consternation as their thrones 
could soon be in danger. Worthy of mention 
are James on Blue Sky, V S ; Graham on Sea 
Mist , H S ; myself (cannot resist) on 
Manzoku, E l ; and Simon for soloing 
everything in sight. A l l in all an enormously 
good time was had, without doubt the best 
trip so far and we will definitely be going 
back for a second time. 

Only one night abseiling epic was 
required this time, perhaps marking a 
change for the better. The club president 
was notable if only by not requiring a rescue, 
however in true northern style he made up 
for it by allowing himself to be savaged by a 
rampant ferret; luckily the offending organ 
was merely a finger. 

A n d so we left, our appetites satiated 
and the fires of our passion dulled by 
exertion. Sadly whilst enjoying the post­
coital ciggy so to speak, the van exploded 
somewhat destroying the generated 
ambience and resulting in a 6am Monday 
morning return to London. 

Please feel free to come on a trip; we 
promise not to ki l l you, you'l l get do 
something more addictive than sex (and 
requiring less money) and act like a 
complete lunatic. Meetings are held every 
Thursday in Southside Upper Lounge at 
7pm, if you're lucky the exec wi l l 
demonstrate their infamous "act", just back 
from a tour of the seedier parts of 
Amsterdam; all very distasteful with loads of 
wobbling beer-stained naked flesh on show; 
no reallyl Seriously I C M C is a free thinking 
new age society, we accept all religious 
cranks and sexual deviants and we honk at 
sexy blokes as well as babes. 

S u n d a y 

14 
j a n u a r y 

G l i d i n g C l u b 
Gliding at Lasham Airf ie ld 
Contact gliding@ic.ac.uk 
Come to Thursday meeting first. (R) 

Fitness C l u b 

2pm. Intermediate aerobics. (R) 

Ents 
2pm Standing Room Only- Live Football on 
the Big Screen. 
C & G M o t o r C l u b Kart S e c t i o n 
Trip to Rye House with 70mph karts. Come 
along to the C & G office rm340 to sign up. 

S u n d a y 

I C U w o r l d A I D S 

d a y c o l l e c t i o n 

A l l the staff would like to thank you for 
your support of our W o r l d Aids Day 
collection , which helped us to raise £302.12 
for our chosen charity - The Mildmay 
Mission Hospice for Aids sufferers. The 
money was raised from the sale of 
Brakspears beer in the Union Bar, entry fees 
from last weeks Davinci's trivia night, & the 
proceeds from Friday's "Sex on the Beach" 
event. A n additional £75 was raised for 
Children's Aids Trust through the sale of 
Red ribbons. The events were held as part of 
I C U Welfare Week. 

Letter to Sarah White from Thomas fea 
of the Children's A I D S trust: 

Dear Sarah, 
O n behalf of the Childrens A I D S 

Trust and all the children that we support, 
i would like to thank you for supporting us 
on W o r l d A I D S Day 1995. Thanks to your 
support, we managed to raise £42.71 which 
wil l go straight in to our hardship fund that 
provides financial support for the most 
needy children. The fund is particularly 
over subscribed at this time of the year. 

I do hope that your Welfare Awareness 
Week went well. W e greatly value your 
support, and hope that there w i l l be 
occasions in the future for Imperial college 
to get involved with Childrens A I D S Trust 
again. C a n I take the opportunity on behalf 
of the Childrens A I D S Trust to wish you a 
very merry Christmas and a very merry 
Christmas and a Happy N e w Year. 

Best Wishes 

Thomas Fea 

D o y o u h a v e a w i n n i n g t e a m ? 

Is your college or university planning to 
enter a team event this year? if your team has 
got what it takes it could win a unique team-

building training programme, worth 
thousands of pounds, that could make all the 

difference between winning and losing. 
OUTCLASS is a radical new training 

process combining the psychology of 
teamwork with a series of mental and 

physical tasks. 
If you think that your team could benefit 

from OUTCLASS, and your event takes place 
in March '96 or beyond, write to 

OUTCLASS, TWP, 5 The Avenue, Richmond, 
Surrey TW9 2AL giving brief details about 

your team, it's aim, and the event concerned 
and we will send you an entry form. 

mailto:k.ahmed@ae.ic.ac.uk
mailto:gliding@ic.ac.uk
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m o n d a y 

15 
J a n u a r y 

Student Industr ia l Society 
12 - 2pm. Tennis room, upstairs in Union. 
m 

Fitness C l u b 
12.30pm. Beginners body toning (45 mins) 
5.30pm. Beginners aerobics 
6.30pm. Intermediate aerobics. (R) 

J ewish Society 
12.15 - 1.15pm. Bagel Lunch. SCR, Union. 
Info : jsoc@ic.ac.uk (R) 

Ski C l u b 
12.30 - 1.15 pm. Southside Upper Lounge. 
(R) 

A r t S o c 
12.30 - 1.30pm. Union Dining Hal l . Come 
and sign up for our many trips to Musicals. 
(R) 

C o n c e r t B a n d 
5.15pm. Great Hal l , Sherfield. Any ability. 
(R) 

C r o s s C o u n t r y 
5.00pm. Circuit training. Union gym. (R) 

S q u a s h C l u b N i g h t 
8 - 10pm. Sports Centre. (R) 

IC 2 n d O r c h e s t r a 

7 - 9pm. Great Hal l . A l l welcome. (R) 

Ents 
5 - 11pm. To celebrate Martin Luther King 
Day, we are having a night of American 
"culture". There wil l be music, beer & food 
from the US of A in Da Vincis all evening. 
Gee whizz! 

m o n d a y 

t u e s d a y 

16 
j a n u a r y 

C a t h s o c 
12.00 pm. Sir Leon Bagritt Centre. 
Level 1 Mech Eng. (R) 

IC S a i l i n g C l u b 
12.45 - 1.45pm. Southside Upper Lounge. 
m 

A u d i o Soc 
1.00pm, Southside Lounge. Want to buy 
cheap CDs? Interested in borrowing high-
end HiFi? We have it all.. . (R) 

C i r c u s Ski l ls 
5 - 8pm. Come along and learn to juggle! 
Union Lounge. 
More info : sdh@ee.ic.ac.uk (R) 

Fitness C l u b 
5.30pm. Advanced aerobics. (R) 

IC B r i d g e C l u b 
6pm in the Clubs Committee Room, 
Union Building. (R) 

icsf - Sc ience Fic t ion 
7pm in S T O I C Studios: Babylon 5: The year 
is 2260... 
http://www.ph.ic.ac.uk/moontg/ (R) 

I Q 
7.30pm. Further Info: pink-
help@doc.ic.ac.uk or 
http://pink.doc.ic.ac.uk/IC/ (R) 

C a n o e C l u b 
7pm. Beit Quad. A l l levels welcome, and 
free instruction. (R) 

O p S o c R e h e a r s a l 
7.30pm. Sandy Wilson's The BoyFriend. 
U C H . (R) 

I C C A G 
8.15pm. Weeks Hall basement. Soup run for 
the homeless. (R) 

Ents 
8pm. Rollercoasting out of control... the 
packed mayhem that has become Dan's BAR 
TRIVIA. If you want to win £50, Da Vinci 's 
is the place to be, if you want a seat I'd say 
get there early! 

t u e s d a y 

a f r o - c a r i b b e a n 

s o c i e t y 

I C After Dark (geddit?) 
Every Tuesday from 8-11.30pm in the 

ents lounge. Admission is £1.00 for a night 
of swing, hip-hop, soul and jungle. 

W e d n e s d a y 

1 7 
J a n u a r y 

IC S a i l i n g C l u b 
12.15pm. Meet outside Southside, go 
sailing. (R) 
Skate Society 

12.15pm. Southside Lounge. (R] 

Fitness C l u b 
1.15pm. (R) 
IC S y m p h o n y O r c h e s t r a 
7 - 10pm. Great Hal l . (R) 

Ents 
5.30 - 8.30pm. Get fed up! Davinci's 
catering has all chillis, curries, & dish of the 
day for just a Q U I D ! 
8 - lam. Relieve all your sporting tensions 
with " F R O L I K " . 

W e d n e s d a y 

u n i o n 

Elect ions 
Papers are up on the board opposite the I C U 
office for the following posts:-

Web editor 

Union Officer as Ordinary Member to 
Executive 

Four Ordinary Members to I C U Refectory 
Services Committee 

Ordinary Member to I C U House 
Committee 

Haldane book and record buyer 

Elections will take place at the I C U 
council meeting on Tuesday 17th January at 
6:15pm in the Union Dining Hal l . A l l full 
members of the union may vote, provided 
they show their 95/96 Union cards. 

If you have any queries, contact Sarah 
White in the I C U office. 

P a r k i n g S p a c e s 
Students are reminded that with the loss of 
spaces due to extensive construction work 
on campus, the College has decided that 
I C U wi l l no longer administer student 
parking permits. Students should now apply 
to their own academic departments for 
permits. A l l permits issued last term as 
originally stated expired at the end of 
December. 

Students experiencing difficulties 
obtaining help from their department can 
contact Sarah White in the I C U office if 
necessary. 

mailto:jsoc@ic.ac.uk
mailto:sdh@ee.ic.ac.uk
http://www.ph.ic.ac.uk/moontg/
mailto:help@doc.ic.ac.uk
http://pink.doc.ic.ac.uk/IC/
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thursday 
18 

J a n u a r y 
Y a c h t C l u b M e e t i n g 
12.30pm. Lecture Theatre 2, Physics. (R) 

Fitness C l u b 
12.30pm. Die Hard circuit training 
5.30pm. Beginners aerobics. (R) 

G l i d i n g C l u b 
l p m . Aero 266. (R) 

M o u n t a i n e e r i n g C l u b 
7pm, Social, Southside Upper Lounge. 
(R) 

C h r i s t i a n U n i o n 
6.30 - 7.45pm. S C R in the Union. 
(Right above the bar). (R) 

I C C A G 
8.15pm. Weeks Hall basement. Soup run for 
the homeless. (R) 

Ents 
5 - 11pm. The return of swizzle stick 
heaven! Enjoy the sophistication of Cocktail 
Night. 

• 

t h u r s d a y 

e n t s 

Welcome Back! A n d , predictably enough -
Happy New Year! We're back, full of 
enthusiasm and all that stuff - with enough 
events to cheer up the darkest Winter nights. 

The first thing to let you all know is that 
we will be opening up the U D H most Fridays 
as a second room to chill out in, or with a 
second disco. This wil l give us a bigger 
capacity, so you've got a bit less chance of 
being turned away, though we'd still say -
"Get here early, not least 'cos it's still free 
before 9pm". 

So, what else have we got ? Wel l all the 
usual faves are still here, so if you want to win 
£50, or a crate of beer then Tuesday is still 
Bar Trivia Night. There's also going to be a 
regular Afro-Carib Soc event. Wednesdays is 
still home to "Frolik!"- a night of sporting 
debauchery, with a bar ' t i l midnight and l a m 
finish for free. O n Thursdays you can 
continue enjoying the cheapest cocktails for 
miles at our Cocktail Night. 

Friday Nights carries on getting better 
and better, so we're going on with our policy 
of swapping things around so each night has a 
different musical style, plus of course, each 
fortnight we've got top comedy at the "Bust-
A - G u t Comedy Club" . 

The first "Bust-A-Gut" of this term on 
Jan 19th features Corky and The Juice Pigs a 
night of "Nipple quivering hi- j inx" 
apparently, from an act that features 
sketches, music and improvisation. A n d if 
you just want to dance the night away, then 

friday 
19 

J a n u a r y 
Rag M e e t i n g 
1.10pm Ents Lounge. (R) 

Is lamic Society 
Friday Prayers 

1pm. Southside G y m . (R) 

Pakis tan Society 
3 - 5pm. Basketball practice in the union 
gym. Bring trainers! Contact Kashif, Aero II, 
k.ahmed@ae.ic.ac.uk. (R) 
Fitness C l u b 

5.30pm. Advanced Step Aerobics (R) 

Ents 
A night of twin pleasures. For the more 
cerebral amongst you, Bust-A-Gut Comedy 
features Corky & The Juice Pigs, plus 
support. According to the Guardian, they 
are "the most hilarious and cerebrally 
stimulating comedy acts to emerge this year. 
Doors 8pm. £2.50 or £2 with entscards. 
Then indulge in the aural delights of "Pop 
Tarts", a night of classic pop sounds. £1 or 
free before 9 or with entscards. 

f r i d a y 

music comes from the pouting Pop Tarts , so 
expect an eclectic mix of pop, indie and 
classic dance tunes from the past 20 years. 

O n the 26th, it's the return of the 
sequinned, flared jewel that is Shaft. A n d to 
encourage you to get into the true bad taste 
spirit of the event there's free entry to 
everyone who we deem to be dressed in 
suitably tasteless clothes - it's £1 to the rest 
of you. To complete the event, U D H is given 
over to the Cheesy Wotsits Easy Listening 
Lounge - a whole new slant on a chill out 
room, a night of Charity shop classics. 

During the rest of the term, look out for 
the return of "Common People", a new night 
of upfront club sounds- "Hedonizm", a rock 
night, Rocky Horror Night, and an I C U Band 
Night. A n d that's just Fridays ! 

In Davinci's, Sunday afternoons and 
Monday evenings are Standing Room Only -
the only places in College you can see live 
football on the BIG screen for that "being 
there" atmosphere. We' l l also be showing all 
the 5 Nations games, starting on Sat 20th Jan. 
New for Saturday Nights we've got a DJ 
playing in the bar, and what they play 
depends on what you want, so let them 
know. Also if you belong to a Club or Society 
and you want to stage an event at no cost, 
check your pigeonholes for details. Finally, 
it's darts and boardgames in the Union Bar on 
a Sunday night, ideal for a relaxing way to 
take your mind off work. 

I hope there's something for everyone, 
but if anyone has any legal suggestions, you 
can always come to an Ents. meeting on a 
Tuesday at l p m , and share them. 

I est 
icsf is producing yet another science fiction 
fanzine that will consist of stories , poems, 
cartoons, ironing boards and old discettes 
which are vaguely connected with science 
fiction, fantasy horror and old socks. 
However, to be able to do this, we need 
material to put into this fantastic magazine. 
This is where Y O U come into the picture. 

The plan is: 
Y O U rummage round in your old 

drawer, find all those stories you wrote 
down years ago, brush them up and send 
them to me. If you haven't written anything 
down, but would like to do so, then get in 
touch either through icsf@ic.ac.uk or 
s.ingebrethsen@ic.ac.uk. 

That aspiring writer in you, struggling to 
get out, has finally got the opportunity to 
produce something that wil l have a major 
impact on history. Also, you wil l be able to 
see your name in print. To get your first ever 
story printed without any hassle is more 
than what most professional writers have 
ever experienced. 

p i c o c o n 1 3 

The much famed sci-fi extravaganza wil l 
happen all day throughout the union 
building on Sunday February 4th. 

The guests are Christopher Priest, 
Robert Holdstock and Stephen Baxter, who 
will feature on the panel "The perils of being 
pigeonholed". Other discussion topics wil l 
include "The X-Fi les : responsible for 
heightening American Paranoia?" and "Have 
Vampires Evolved?" 

Events on the programme wil l involve 
mobbing the Star Trek exhibition, films and 
videos, discworld computer games, D & D, 
live lemmings, and a bar all day! 

Entrance is £2 for icsf, £4 for IC 
students and staff, £8 for the rest of the 
world. 

Information from the usual icsf 
sources, http://www.ph.ic.ac.uk/moontg/ 
for example. 

mailto:k.ahmed@ae.ic.ac.uk
mailto:icsf@ic.ac.uk
mailto:s.ingebrethsen@ic.ac.uk
http://www.ph.ic.ac.uk/moontg/
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Various Crossword Solutions 

Here they are; all the answers to the puzzles for which you haven't 
had the answers yet. Hope you enjoyed them, and that this clears up 
any doubts you might have had over that one last clue. Normal service 
will be restored next week, when there'll be space for a puzzle as well 
as the answers. Catfish & Clansman 

ASMS*: l.TuMct*. -̂Promotes, i&flea, H.Yatut*, 
U TwuvL, 1 ••• 5>ubi«.t num r, 1« Osmium. 22.CaUt* 

2 Cltt*Rhs>. 1 f r i \ 4.1i\ iavv b I tal ia . T ^ L i d i K 1 Pihi jh the i w k , 

luPl-ute ri'lnr. 18.AlaMn\ 2ft.Eraesr 21 .Demote, 23Iak, 
24.Dc1tas, 2f>.Dalai, 29.Lurid, 31 -Rtgs, 32.Topic, 33.Mesa,3$,0a8te, 

44 *, MtirjJ, «J7 < r-nt. Ar*-.. " I Pfak, SI I'̂ mp, « Pi at I 
57>J&tt«, 59.Beast*, &2,Shaa, 53.Loop, 6$. Cadavers, 67,|5yô ly, 
*&?«<&«al, TSJWtes In*, 7&Or*cte. 77-IafUŝ  8wt$*, 
T&TtPeed, 82Jads*, 83. Occur, 85<£nvy, #6,*IYu£k, 9Q,F£%aaat, 
9t Aiwthtnii, HZ Ijmho, rlirtmb*, rtS RotatiM*, 100Rrjn.;h 

I O ? , W $ o d * f 103 .Batiste, UOJ&ifeami, i i i ^ S t ^ s ^ ^ H3<8tsiafaK<J 
! 14 f&nitfud", 1 1 q L V h smu-v! t ht< •nKkntuK. D o w n . I V f c t i 1 ' , 

ifL&wis,&,K.<?aa&l> IQ/fô , 11 ..Near,?, iZMl&tui, 13.iJvtoJ8**c<>, 

7 t Nomrul, ~I i ia-\I« ' , " 1 Queen* , < 4 N t w , M» Wi lmington* , 
81 84.C*ftjtttor, 8fi Tease, ^OttftateHttVik. 

cj Dick Whittmgton 

H i l l s W:iW?i W\ s l i l l l l l l l 
t'j forn Thumb 

g) Cinderella 

it Mutlttl ti *OM? 

f>l H'-.un- Ami rhf liû t 
I P I l l S l l f s s fSlSst l l ls lss : ! 

C a r e e r s I n f o r m a t i o n 
"Assessment Centres- what to 
expect and how to cope " is a 
short course for all on 
Wednesday 17th January in 
Huxley Room 343 from 2.00 -
4.00pm. Sign up in the Careers 
Office. 
Mi lkround Closing Date Three 
is on Monday 15 January. Hand 
in your applications on the day 
by 4pm. Details of interviews 
are put up on the notice board 

outside the Careers Office a few 
days before the interview date. 
Summer Vacation Training 
opportunities are now available 
on the database in the Careers 
Office. Apply to U R O P for 
research opportunities. 
For more information and 
careers advice come to the 
Careers Off ice , Room 310 
Sherfield Building, which is 
open between 10am and 
5.15pm Monday to Friday. 

Get Fit in 1996 
M e m b e r s h i p R e d u c e d t o £ 5 

Offer valid until 21 Jan 1996 to IC Students 
A l l Classes held at Southside Gym 

Day Time (pm) Level <i-E.sy) 

Monday 12:30 1 (45 mm] 
5:30 II 
6:30 III 

Tuesday 5:30 IV 

Wednesday 1:15 11 
5:00 II (Slap) 
6:00 II 

Thursday 5:30 III 

Friday 5:30 IV (Sup) 

Sunday 2:00 HI 

A l s o o u r t o u g h e s t c l a s s e v e r ! 

D I e t H a r d C i r c u i t s 

E v e r y T h u r s d a y L u c h t i m e 1 2 : 3 0 

For further Inlotmalion ask a! any class, see Felix's diary section, emaH fitness@iCAC.ukot visit our WWW site 
'htipJ/www. su. tc.ac. uk/clubs/sodeties/rcc/fUness/' 

V A C A N C Y 

W A R D E N 

W I L S O N H O U S E 

Applications are invited for the position o f Warden at Wi lson 
House, which is available from A p r i l 1996. 

Wi lson House, situated in Sussex Gardens, is a self-catering 
mixed house o f approximately 270 students. The Warden w i l l be 
responsible for the pastoral care o f students and for maintaining 
discipline. In return s/he receives rent-free accommodation in a 
self-contained flat. 

A t present only medical students l ive in the house but with the 
move of pre-clinical students to South Kensington in 1998 a 
wider variety of residents w i l l be accommodated. The Warden 
w i l l be expected to make a positive contribution to managing this 
change. 

Applicat ion forms and an information pack can be obtained from 
Janet Jones, R o o m 512, Sherfield Bui ld ing , extension 45536. 
A n y non-undergraduate member o f the college may apply, but 
experience o f pastoral care of students would be an advantage. 

Clos ing date for the receipt o f completed application forms: 
7 February 1996. 

mailto:fitness@iCAC.uk
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N O W AVAILABLE 

Art-o-zine 
c a p s u l e s 

D O U B L E A C T I O N 
contains lOnii; 11.I* (iidlurcoxidc 

and Ini!' I!.I*. I'rclciiccadrinc 

• S t r e s s e d ? 

• T i r e d ? 

• D e p r e s s e d ? 

• M o d e r n l i f e i s 

r u b b i s h ? 

Try the art wor ld ! 
Free press and pri ­
vate viewings for 
Londons exhibitions, 
plays and events. 
Instant relief for 
blocked creativity 
and stuffy politics 

now dispensed over 
the felix counter 

without prescription 

Just take 2 - 3 hours 
once a week for 
instant relief 

A R T S M E E T I N G S 

N O O N T U E S D A Y 

AT T H E F E L I X 
OFFICE. 

If symptoms persist, consul I your doctor. 

T H E 

F E L I X 
W e e k 

the indispensable 
guide for Felix 
contributors and 
helpers 

monday, high noon 

clubs & societies 

articles deadline 

monday 1.20pm 

reviewers' 

meeting 

monday 6pm 

letters deadline 

monday 6pm 

news meeting 

tuesday 6pm 

features meeting 

thursday night 

collating 

friday morning 

another Felix hits 

the street... 

M u m , D a d , I ' m a b iochemis t . M y k i t c h e n is perfect ly safe. 

F e l i x 
Founded 1949 

Produced for and on BEHAtF of Imperial College Union 
Publications Board 

Printed by the Imperial College Union Print Unit 
Beit Quad Prince Consort Road London SW7 2BB 

Telephone/fax 0171 594 8072 
Editor: Rachel Walters 

Printers: Andy Thompson and Jeremy 
Business Manager: Juliette Decock 

Copyright Felix 1995. 
ISSN 1040-0711 

For the first time this week 
I really have felt that I have 
failed at my job. Yeah, sure it 
really wasn't that great when I 
succeeded in messing up the 
R S M football match results 
three weeks on the trot. A n d I 
didn't feel particularly proud the 
day I realised the Print Unit was 
overdrawn (no longer, I assure 
youl) But this week I have singu­
larly failed to bring out a paper 
with any news in it. 

However, there are a num­
ber of critical issues that wil l 
strongly effect the future of our 
university hanging in the balance 
at the moment. We are told that 
we can expect a new Basic 
Medical Sciences Building to be 
up and running in 18 months. 
The fact that not only has con­
struction not started, but that 
it's location is still occupied by a 
sizeable building suggests to me 
that all is not running to plan. 
But actually I have no idea. 

W e know that the con­
stituent medical colleges that 
will make it up are worried and 
frightened that they wil l not only 
lose their prestigious collegiate 
identity, but have no social or 
meeting space at all. But I don't 
know what's happening about 
that. 

W e know that a massive 
overhaul of Imperial's halls of 
residence is in the offing. As a 
result of this, the future of the 
students' union is apparently in 
doubt. But I have no idea what's 
happening here, either. 

No-one from college's 
estates or planning departments 
wi l l give information. When 
Schal, the B M S construction 
engineers, were approached, we 
were told that they 'weren't 
allowed' to talk to us. The cur­
rent policy dictates that only 
IC's Estates Director, the clearly 
exceptionally busy Ian Caldwell, 
is allowed to comment. Having 
been unable to get hold of him at 
all, Felix is unfortunately this 
week somewhat lacking in 
answers to questions. 

% sf: % % # 

N e w Year, new brooms, 
new resolutions, etc, etc... 
Maybe now is the time to write 
that review/feature/news article 
that you always thought should 
have been in Felix. Or taking the 
simpler option, if you have any 
thoughts on what would help get 
you through those Friday morn­
ing lectures, I would love to hear 
your suggestions. 

Editorial Team: 
News: Alex Feakes Features: Mark Baker 

Music: Vik Bansal Cinema: Wei Lee 
Photography: Diana Harrison & William Lorenz 

Sport: Jonathan Trout Puzzles: Catfish 
Science: Ben Wilkins 

Col lat ing at Christmas: 
Mark, Tim, Alex and Ben 
Deliveries: William, Santa 
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FELIX SPORT 
Girlies Victorious 

In Footballing 

Battle of The Sexes 

Touche! 

IC M E N 1 2 - 1 7 IC W O M E N 
From the outset it was obvious 
that the world-renowned 
I C W A F C were going to domi­
nate play. 

A t 9pm on Saturday evening 
when the game kicked off, the 
ladies somewhat outnumbered 
the gentlemen. In response to 
this, Nigel Helmsley, the flam­
boyant captain of I C A F C sig­
naled to his boys to cower in the 
corner and play a defensive game. 

Unluckily, even with all the 
men's best players present and 
playing their hardest, they were 

no match for the agile and devi­
ous ladies, who before the main 
course had been served had man­
aged to send the boys huddling 
together protectively. During the 
dessert it was thought for a few 
moments that they were going to 
pull their game together as sever­
al members of the men's club 
started to come out of the 
cocoon they had created. But all 
their efforts proved fruitless, as 
at the end of the night the score 
remained at 17 - 12. Yet another 
resounding victory for the IC 
Ladies Football Club. 

This year's individual B U S A 
fencing championships took 
place at Cardiff University, to 
which Imperial College sent a 
strong team, with good chances 
in all three events (epee, foil and 
sabre). 

In the first, the epee, the 
men's event was entered by 
Reuben Kalam and Eddie 
Rysdale. Both fenced well to 
reach the last 32. In the 
women's event though, L iz 
Kipling's lack of competition 
practice showed when the seed­
ed player, was edged into third 
place on the last hit of her semi 
final. 

Af ter the foil seeding 
rounds, three IC fencers (Nick 
Manton, Alex Davies and Eddie 
Rysdale) had dropped only nine­
teen hits between them, with 
Charles Cooper not far behind. 
This resulted in L I 6 places for 
Charles and Alex, and a place in 
the last eight for Eddie. 

IC's best results came on 
the last day, the sabre competi­
tion, where all the team made 
the last sixteen. Charles and 
Shafik Saba were unlucky 
enough to draw each other in the 
quarter finals, but Shafik, a G B R 
national squad member, went 
through to take the title on the 
last hit in the final. 

W E N E E D G O L F E R S ! 
Imperial College Gol f Team has 
reached the second round of the 
B U S A National Championship 
despite the seemingly major 
problem of it's non-existence. 
W e at Felix believe our passing 
of the first hurdle was by 
default, but perhaps not. Who 
knows? Anyway, if your game is 
up to it, get in touch with T i m 
Townend and you might well get 
a representative game. 

Sailors 
Make 

Sunsail 
Finals 

Late November saw seven IC 
students achieve what many 
before have failed to do: qualify 
for the Sunsail Regatta finals. 

The team settled down 
quickly and gained easy fourth 
and second positions in races 
one and two on the Saturday. 
Sunday saw clear skies, perfect 
wind and an overall second 
place on which to hold. Some 
serious spinnaker mishandling 
led to a miserable eighth in the 
third race; the final leg though, 
with IC's final chances slipping 
away, was enough to gain a nail-
biting third place, ensuring their 
presence at Port Solent the next 
Friday. 

Coursework and end of 
term exams put a noticeable 
strain on selection, and it was a 
decidedly mixed crew who 
made the trek to the South 
Coast. In awful conditions only 
two races were run over the 
weekend. Despite many of the 
twenty boats having hefty and 
prominent sponsorship, (the 
overall winners were the team 
funded by Touche Ross), IC 
managed a highly respectable 
tenth place. W e l l done by all. 

SportsNews 
The under fire England football 

manager'Terry Venables has resigned 

from his post only months before the 

European Championships. 

He said "It's not an easy decision to 

take, but I have several legal battles to 

come up, and it would be very very diffi­

cult to give a full commitment to the task 

in hand." The favourite to be his succes­

sor is the current Newcastle boss Kevin 

Keegan, 

F O O T B A L L 
ICAFC 1 2 - 1 7 ICWAFC 

F E N C I N G 

SHAFIK SABA WON THE BUSA SABRE CHAMPIONSHIPS 

PLEASE REGALE THE SPORTS DESK WITH YOUR RESULTS 
OR EVEN MATCH REPORTS ASAP ON WEDNESDAYS 

IC Athletics Clubs Committee is 
sponsored by 

LAYERS 
Customized Club Kits and Sports Equipment Specialists 


