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Students Snatc
Intruder in Weeks

BY MARK BRIDGE

A man alleged to have been
responsible for a series of bur-
glaries in student halls was taken
“into custody at Belgravia Police
Station on Tuesday night.

The man was apprehended
in Weeks Hall after he entered a
woman’s room claiming he was
looking for a toilet. A group of
students followed the intruder
and alerted College Security,
detaining the man until Police
arrived.

The description of the man
caught at Weeks apparently fits
that of a 6’3" Afro-Caribbean
man who has been spotted wan-
dering around Evelyn Gardens
on many occasions. He typically
tried to gain entry from the back
of the building and proceeded to
try students’ doors for entry. A
large number of items were
reported missing during this
period. Several residents report-
ed incidents in which the man
would ask to borrow a pen, and
then leave.

No one had actually chal-

lenged anyone at Evelyn Gardens
until Tuesday night, when a man
entered a room and encountered
two residents who immediately
called security. The man ran off.

One of the two residents, in
a ground floor room, said his sus-
picions were aroused when he
saw a man looking in through
their earlier that
evening. A man said to fit the

window

description of this intruder was
apprehended later that night at
Weeks. The two Evelyn Gardens
residents were called to see if
they could identify the man.

The police could only com-
ment that enquiries were contin-
uing at Belgravia. However, it is
believed that the man could be a
part of a group of three people
who have been targeting IC this
year.

Security sources say there
has been a general increase in
petty crime reports from resi-
dents of Imperial halls. In one
incident a laptop computer was
found discarded in a bathroom
when the thief was scared off.

PHOTO: WILLIAM LORENTZ

“Sarah Sucks Spirit from Sleazy Sex Serfs”. A poor turnout and
wranglings over funds with the Rag Committee marred the usually
buoyant Mines ‘Dirty Disco’ on Wednesday. News in Brief, page 2

E’s With Ease?

BY ALEX FEAKES AND BEN
WILKINS
IC Students spoke about the
ease of obtaining drugs on cam-
pus when they were interviewed
on national radio last week.
Radio 4's PM program last
Thursday was investigating the
rave and dance culture amongst
today’s youth, with special refer-
ence to the drug Ecstasy, known
as ‘E’, and the extent of its use
amongst students in London..
The second year students

considered  getting

tablets to be fairly easy at

ecstasy

Imperial, there being an exten-
sive drug sub-culture here,
where drugs are readily obtain-
able. Research by Felix has
revealed that there is a big mar-
ket for Ecstasy at IC, London
colleges’ students tending to be
more into the ‘drug scene’ than
other universities.

The biggest consumers of E
tend to be young people living in

Continued on page 2

IC Meets Chris Smith
Chris Smith MP, Shadow
spokesman on Social Security,
was at Imperial on Wednesday
talking to a select audience. He
spoke to the Labour Club about
the Information Superhighway

and other issues. page 2

Linstead Bar Woes

Linstead Hall saw further
ructions as one of its re-apps was
thrown out of hall after a tri-
bunal into the Hallowe'en party
fiasco. The hall bar has been
closed and re-opened twice in

the past two weeks. page 3

RCSU To Move
The Royal
Science Union is to have tem-

College of

porary offices in Biology. Their
new premises in civil engineering
are not yet ready, and their cur-
rent accommodation will soon
be demolished. page 4
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Continued from front page

London taking advantage of the
ready supply in the southeast.
Ecstasy mainly comes into the
and
Belgium but there are also many

country from Holland

factories in this country, though
they tend to be smaller and less

organised.
Felix spoke to a dealer, Mr
Wright, who has supplied

Imperial students with E in the
past. He explained that some of
the basis for IC'’s Ecstasy culture
lay in the popularity of E a few
years ago amongst those who
went to raves. Since about 1992,
when rave was at its height, he
has seen a decrease in demand
and price. This more or less
agrees with the figures that the
Police have published in the
past.

When asked how much
money he made peddling his
wares around college, Mr Wright
declined to reveal exact figures.
He did say that if you buy Es in
the 1000s, you can expect to pay
about £5 each, and then sell
them on for £15 individually.
“The largest dealers buy from
the factories in units of 10-
20,000 pills.”

Mr Wright said he had
become more wary of the effects
of the drug following the tragic
death of Leah Betts and the
ensuing public debate. Leah took
her first E on her eighteenth

birthday and subsequently col-
lapsed into a coma from which
she did not recover.

Some users he knew had
experienced problems when
using E; one person had had fits
and spasms after taking the drug,
and another had suffered from
liver problems. He was keen to
emphasise that having reliable
contacts helps to ensure that the
Es you buy are pure or safe, but
the only way you can be fairly
certain is to try one, or at least to
know someone who has taken
one.

Faced with the decline in
the use of E, Mr Wright said that
cocaine is definitely becoming
more popular, more readily
available and less expensive.
“Even poor students are doing
said.
“People tend to move on from E

coke these days,” he

to cocaine, and I would say most
of the people who were into
Ecstasy in 1991 are now doing
coke.”

College authorities have in
the past expressed concern over
the level of drug use at IC, espe-
cially the use of cannabis. The E
threat is one that has largely gone
unreported so far, with few if
any incidents being Ecstasy-
related. A rise in cocaine use
could worry the College, as the
effects on its users are greater
and more long lasting than those
of Ecstasy and cannabis.

News in brief

BY MARK BRIDGE
AND DIPAK GHOSH

Web Editor

The Student Representative
Council ratified the creation of
the new student office of Web
Editor in their meeting on
November 14th at St Mary’s
Union.

The Officer will be respon-
sible for ensuring that laws relat-
ing to publications, which are de
facto applicable to the electronic
media, are not contravened and
also that Union and College
guidelines are met in all such
Club and Society publications.

Other responsibilities of the
post will include ensuring that
memory allocations for the pages
are not exceeded. Nomination
papers are going to be drawn up
and the

someone at their first meeting

Council will select

next term.

The system is currently
maintained on an informal basis
by Matt Crompton, Deputy
President for Finance and

Services.

Disappointing Rag
A Rag the
absence of a Rag Chair for two
weeks in the middle of the term

source blamed

for the poor organisation of, and
turn-out at events during Rag
Week.

Damp Disciplinary
A Union
Committee

Disciplinary
convened  on
Tuesday night reprimanded a
physics and a mathematics stu-
dent and imposed a twenty
pound fine for urinating from
the fourth floor of the Union
building.

The Union also informed
their counterparts at Brighton
University about the conduct of
one of their philosophy students
who was also involved in the
incident. No further action was
pursued against this student
however.

Tom King
Tom King, Conservative MP for
Bridgwater, visited
College and spoke to an informal
gathering as a guest of the

Imperial

Imperial College Conservative
Society on Wednesday.

UCAS Admissions

UCAS agreed new admissions
procedures for universities over
the weekend, likely to include a
two stage results and interview
process.

Labour Looks to the Future

BY ALEX FEAKES
Chris Smith, Labour MP for
[slington South and Finsbury and
Shadow Cabinet spokesman on
Social Services, was a guest of
[@'si shabours Society: %ion
Wedneday. Making up for the
delay getting to IC, Mr Smith
plunged straight into a discourse
the opportunities for
heralded by the

Information Revolution.

about
Britain

Citing some examples of
how the widespread use of mod-
ern technology and computers
had increased knowledge and
improved learning, the MP said
he felt that it would be a wasted

chance if nothing were done to
harness and exploit Britain’s
advantages in this field. He par-
ticularly emphasised the role of
the telecommunications giant BT
in creating the country-wide net-
work of cabling required to
achieve the goal of allowing
everyone access to the internet.
After his speech, Mr Smith
opened the floor to questions,
with subjects ranging from pay-
ment for the internet terminals
to the decision-making process
ofis¢ egtlie
Commenting on his recent move
from the Heritage portfolio, he
said it was a shame that he had-

Labour Party.

n't had a chance to follow up
ideas, especially the Information
Superhighway.

Rejecting criticism of the
recent ‘policy on the hoof” scan-
dals in the national press, he said
that the problem been solved.
He went on to state the Party’s
line on the privatisation of BR,
saying that Labour are adamant
that the scheme will fail, and it is
only a matter of time before any
partial privatisation is reversed.

Mr Smith finished his talk
by explaining how Labour will
fund its ideas, including the use
of more private capital for pro-
jects.

with IT
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Labour MP Chris Smith looked
satisfied after answering ques-

tions. He concentrated on the
structure of IT’s future under a
Labour government.






