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MP Mellor Sinks
Boat Club Plans

BY ALEX FEAKES

Plans for a new IC boathouse
were shelved this week when
local MP, David Mellor stepped
in to support complaints made by
residents. The planning commit-
tee threw out Imperial’s propos-
als to extend the Club premises
on Putney Reach, against the rec-
ommendation of the Borough'’s
Planning Officers. IC Estates
claim that political intervention
swung the verdict ahead of the
Borough'’s planning policy.

Frank Murray, the Estates
Manger overseeing the project,
represented [C at last Monday’s
Planning meeting. Speaking to
Felix, he said that the Councillors
turned down the application on
the grounds of ‘over-develop-
ment of the site’ and that the
new structure would be ‘too big
for the location’. Stressing that
Imperial had worked hard to
assuage the fears and concerns of
the local residents, he was sur-
prised that problems which
College had thought resolved
were brought up again by their

local Councillor.

The plans were dismissed by
Labour
Councillors supporting the appli-

a single vote, four
cation and half the Conservative
Councillors abstaining from vot-
ing. Ian Caldwell, IC’s Director
of Estates, said that the result
showed that the

were putting votes ahead of sport

Councillors

and leisure provision for the
Borough, highlighting ‘the irony
of the situation...with the large
number of voting students living
in Putney.” There were sugges-
tions that the committee had put
political motives ahead of the
advice of their own Officers,
with sources citing the fact that
residents had petitioned the MP
for Putney and Wandsworth,
David Mellor, to influence the
decision.

In a statement to Felix, Mr
Mellor said that he shared con-
cern with the residents over an
opportunistic application for a
development of this scale in a
conservation area.” He was also
the
Imperial College have allowed

‘appalled at condition

some of the buildings to sink
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What the hell am I drinking?! The 1995 IC Beer Festival brought a
dose of joy to the JCR this Wednesday. With a huge range of beers
this annual event is quite possibly the best and most popular Rag event.
Felix talked to a randomly selected participant who said “It’s good that
the Morris Dancers aren’t here like last year.” BY MARK BAKER

into.’

When asked later of his opin-
ion on the decision, Mr Mellor
said that he is ‘delighted that the
balance... between the interests
of the rowing community and the
interests of the locals is not to be
destabilised.” The MP visited the
area in response to letters from
constituents, attended meetings
discussing the plans, and finally
wrote a letter to the Planning
Officers opposing the applica-
tion.

The extensive redesign of
the site involved enlarging the
training, changing and workshop
space in the building, including
the
women, presently woefully inad-
Helmholtz Villa, an
adjoining house owned and leased

improving facilities for

equate.

by the College, was to be incor-
porated into the new structure,
creating new accommodation for
the staff and some students. The
tenant of the house presented no

Continued on page 2

Richard Willis
defeated at the last

The former Rag Chair, Richard
Willis, lost his appeal against dis-
ciplinary punishment. The sec-
ond hearing confirmed the origi-
nal decision, of bringing ICU

‘into disrepute’ Page 4

Medical School
Principal Starts Work

Chris Edwards has taken up his
new position as principle of the
new BMS centre. He is faced
with the challenging task of unit-
ing the constituent medical col-

leges. Page 3

Clayponds Fears over
Burglaries

IC authorities are increasingly

coming under presure to
improve security at Clayponds
after the residential estate suf-
fered another in a series of bur-

glaries. Page 4
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opposition, accepting a move
elsewhere, but some residents
living on the Reach objected to
the increased student presence.
The Boat Club coach, Bill
Mason, said that he was ‘very
disappointed’ with the decision
after all the that the rowers and
the College had done to meet
the residents objections. He stat-
ed that space was tight already
for the rowing club’s hundred
regular members, with ‘the vari-
ous squads having to work on a
rota system to ensure that they
all got adequate training. The
current arrangements, especially
for women members, were ‘far
from ideal’, changing areas hav-
ing to double as gyms for fitness

work.
Mr Mason felt that issues

BY ALEX FEAKES AND
RACHEL WALTERS

Rug Thieves still at
Large
Embarassed Union Officials were
called on to explain how Imperial
College Union's front-doormat
disappeared from under their
noses on Wednesday night.

The
moments after midnight, when
in the
throes of clearing the bar of the

mat went missing

Union stewards were

midweek sports crowd.

Da Vinci's had been full of
sportspeople drinking after their
BUSA sports matches against
Royal Holloway College, many
clubs inviting their opponents
back to the Union. Video footage
from security cameras and gate
stewards confirm that a huddle
of Royal Holloway sportsmen left
Beit Quad, carrying one of their
drunken compatriots in a bundle,

The model of the enlarged Boathouse. Residents were concerned over the increasingly detrimenta

G

environmental effect the Putney Reach Rowing Clubs are having.

raised and dealt with long ago in
the consultation process had
been dragged up needlessly,
slowing the process at the plan-
ning permission stage. He also
felt that if the residents ‘came
and observed what [the Boat
Club] do, they might be more

at four minutes past twelve. The
film clearly shows that both
Sarah White (ICU President)
and at least two union stewards
were present at the time.

Sarah said that shortly after
the Royal Holloway team had
left, concerned students alerted
her the absence of the doormat.
However, the stewards on the
exit said that they ‘did not
remember any large item of floor
covering walking out of its own
accord, or being assisted by any
person.

Miss White was angry with
the villains, saying that she ‘found
it hard to believe that anyone
would want to take such a smelly
and dirty piece of foot mat.” She
urged the pranksters who stole
ICU:s
Wednesday night to return the
item.

front doormat on

News in brieft

forgiving’, especially given the
success of the rowing teams so
far.

The expansion was sched-
uled to be finished for the start
of the next academic year, in
time for the new season and a
new intake of rowers, but any

Sticky Wicket for

Minister
John Selwyn Gummer, Secretary
of State for the Environment,
marked the official state opening
of Parliament on Wednesday by
visiting Imperial College as the
guest of the Conservative
Society.

The Essex MP touched on
subjects ranging from unmarried
mothers to rail privatisation, but
was in particular quizzed on
‘ereen’ issues. On the topical
item of nuclear testing he curi-
ously felt that the French, by
continuing to test nuclear
weapons in the Pacific were “sig-
nificantly contributing to the

largest aid to freedom this centu-

»

ry.

Speaking on environmental
concerns closer to home, he
picked out the privatised water
companies for special praise, and
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delay will mean that new facili-
ties will not be available when
needed.

Mr Caldwell added that he
still thought that IC’s scheme
was workable, and that the
College would lodge an appeal
against the ruling.

blamed poor air quality in Britain

on continental traffic fumes
blown across the channel.

John Gummer being irritated by
Students.
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