
; : & ae" =
ee

The student newspaper of

Imperial College

Issue 1038

October 27th 1995

Michael Portillo gets a waft of students Photo:William Lorenz

Fears that the visit of Michael Portillo on Wednesday would be inter-

rupted by Left Wing Activists proved unfounded. His appearance was

only marred by the inability of certain students to gain access to the

overcrowded lecture hall.

Estates Back Down

on Sherfield Move

BY ALEX FEAKES

College authorities announced

this week that plans to move the

Union to the Sherfield building

were ‘on hold’ following fears

over the rising costs for the

scheme. The Rector, Sir Ronald

Oxburgh, told a meeting of the

Governors last Friday that the

projected expenditure was spi-

ralling out of control beyond the

original budget.

The architects, Sir Norman

Foster and Partners, came up

with the designs for the area

around the Queen’s Lawn, to cre-

ate a “centre of dawn to dusk

activity.” Ian Caldwell, Director

of Estates, said “the costs appear

to be higher than we feel com-

fortable with... especially to meet

the brief [setting out the Union’s

minimum requirements].” Other

sources say that costs are up to

five times over the budget of

approximately £3 million, and no

new money can be found.

When asked about the deci-

sion to put the move on hold, Jan

Caldwell replied that “ICU are

about thenot enthusiastic

Imperial College Health Centre

has been inundated with tele-

phone calls this week as contro-

versial new research suggests that

certain contraceptive pills are

highly dangerous. The national

Contraceptive Pill Scare provokes Strong Reaction

media converage given to the

report has provoked a reaction

from worried staff and students.

Dr Weinreb is attempting to allay

fears and restore calm the fraught

situation. Page3

move... Also, the costs are quite

high, so the move has to be finan-

cially justifiable.” He stressed

that the College wanted to pro-

vide student facilities that would

be the ‘envy of many colleges’,

but he insisted that funding for

the scheme would have to be

recovered from increased accom-

modation revenue in Beit Quad.

ICU President Sarah White

said that the decision was “won-

derful news”. She added that the

Rector had given ICU the chance

to push for the ‘Beit Option’, and

to emphasise the advantages and

savings from staying there. She

was adamant that the Union had

pressed the importance of keep-

ing the range of its facilities with

the architects, and their proposal

reflected this, coming in way

over the ‘unrealistic’ budget for

the plan and still only just accept-

able.

Talking about the Union's

ideas for Beit, Ian Caldwell said

“We are having a quick look at

that as an option”. However, he

iterated that there would have to

be changes ‘to keep the distur-

bances down’, including moving

the exit to the north side of the

building

remodelling of the inside to

reduce the noise. He expressed

surprise at the “affinity that the

people involved had for their cur-

rent ‘homes’” and the strength of

feeling about the move.

and some _ acoustic
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AIDS CAN AFFECT ANYONE

Union Adviser Departs

Minevar Kavlak is departing from her role as Imperial College Union

Adviser after two years in the job. She is leaving the College to take.

an educational course as she ‘thought that it was time to move on’.

Minevar is however ‘very sad to leave’, adding that: ‘I’m going to miss

people here, they’re a good bunch.” The Union Adviser does feel that

she has helped students: “I think that in my own little way I’ve helped

who I can. I know who they are and they know who I am.”

While looking forward to her course — ‘it’s really funny being a

student again’ — Minevar considers her time working for the Union as

well spent. “One issue that kept coming up was harassment” she says,

adding that this was an area in which she had striven for an official

ICU policy. Equal Opportunities and the Nursery Service were other

issues which particularly concerned her. Having enjoyed her role in

ICU, she emphasised that, ‘challenging people, especially in college’,

were actions which she found most fulfiling.

Matt Crompton, Deputy President Finance and Services, pointed

to her work on student accommodation as one of her most influential

activities. Expressing disappointment at her departure, Matt illustrat-

ed her vital role with an example in which she had recently forced a

local landlord to improve the standard of student accommodation in

the hostel he runs.

A locum advisor is in place and a permanent replacement will be

found in the new year.

News in brief

Disappearing Bikes

Imperial College has been hit by a

string of bicycle thefts in the first

few weeks of term, which has led

to fears that IC is being targeted

by professional thieves.

This series of incidents is

concentrated around the Central

Library bicycle racks. Dan

Seaman (Physics 1) bought his

bike on the Monday of Freshers'

Week and it was stolen the fol-

lowing Friday. He said that his D-

lock had jammed so instead he

used a good quality cable lock to

secure his bike. Sue (Physics 2),

also using a cable lock, said her

bike was stolen on the first

Wednesday of Freshers’ Week

Both victims said they had

informed the Police. Asked if he

had reported the incident to

College Security, Dan said, “Of

course I didn’t, it would be a

complete waste of time.”

One security officer at the

Security Desk in the Sherfield

building said that bike thefts are

usually very high during the first

week of term because so many

people buy new bikes. Asked if

anything was done to prevent

bike thefts, she said “We are

doing as much as we can to stop

these sorts of things happening

here, by fitting cameras and coop-

erating with the police. But it is

ultimately up to the students to

look after their bikes as it is very

difficult to catch the thieves.”

She went on to say that the

police cannot “convict someone

unless we see them in the process

of stealing a bike. Thieves can

break through any lock, including

cable and D-locks. They break

the latter by covering them with

liquid Nitrogen. It is very difficult

to spot bike thieves in the act as

they are very quick.”

The security officer gave

some advice on how to protect

your bikes suggesting that stu-

dents, code their bikes, insure

their bikes, report any thefts to

security and that they buy a

cheap bicycle.

Cannabis Catch

A Student Residences Tribunal

has concluded the hearing of the

Tizard Hall resident who was

caught with cannabis in the first

week of term. Following a police

presence, the Chem Eng student

was cautioned, and will face sus-

pension if he re-offends.

CCS Users Shut Out

Computer Centre users voiced

frustration at the beginning of

term when Mech Eng introduced

a policy of shutting its doors at

8pm. The centre, which is sup-

posed to be open until ten, was

effectively shut off to all but

Mech Eng students. The move

was made after the department

spent considerable sums installing

new lifts and refurbishing the

building’s general amenities

(including its library) over the

summer.

Mr Rogers, the building’s

Supervisor, said that initial con-

sultations with the Computer

Centre and College Security

failed to highlight the problem

but that the building will once

again be open till 10 pm as a tem-

porary measure.

However, some form of

swipe card controlled entry will

be implemented, due to the very

significantly increased risk of

thefts when the doors are left

open until late at night.

Willis Resigned To

Appeal

Richard Willis resigned as Rag

Chair pending the result of his

appeal

College Union Disciplinary. The

against his Imperial

appeal board will hear the case

sometime next week, and will

consist of randomly drawn mem-

bers of the Union Executive with

Sarah White as chair. Ms White

said that Willis had wanted a sec-

ond hearing, but that he himself

had pointed out that’it would be

too long after the event so “he'll

have to settle for an appeal”.
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Pill Scare Rocks Health Centre
BY MARK BRIDGE

Dr. Irene Weinreb, Director

of the Health Centre, has issued

a notice to Felix in response to

the recent publicity concerning

the risks associated with some

combined oral contraceptives.

The centre has been inundated

with calls since the disputed

research findings were made

public last week.

The controversial brands are

Mercilon, Marvelon, Femodene,

Femodene ED, Tri-Minulet,

Minulet, and Triadene.

Staff at the College Health

Centre say they are not con-

vinced of the increased risks

associated with the new proges-

terones in these products (the

studies have not been published

and reviewed yet). Dr. Weinreb

explains ‘...users are already

screened for risk factors before

prescriptions are written, min-

imising the

They stress that women should

not stop taking the pill and

effective risks’.

should finish their current pack-

et, however the centre is obliged

to ask people who obtain their

pills from them to change to

another product.

Those who get contracep-

tives elsewhere should discuss

their situation with their GP or

Family Planning Clinic.

The Health Centre also

issued guidelines advising their

patients to take one of the fol-

lowing courses of action:

* Collect a prescription for three

__months’ supply of other brand

pills, plus an additional informa-

tion sheet on how to change over.

Then, within two months, make

an appointment to see a doctor

or nurse.

¢ Make an appointment to see

one of the doctors or practice

nurses.

¢ Attend one of the doctors’ or

nurses’ open clinics.

The Centre say they are

happy to answer enquiries, but

ask that they be made on week-

days between 12 and 12.30 or 3

and 3.15pm.

Oestrogen Pills and Thrombosis:

a Briet History

In the 1950’s oestrogen was

found to inhibit ovulation when

taken in regular daily doses.

Oestrogen normally thickens the

endometrium (uterus) wall and

prevents other eggs from matur-

ing while an egg is active.

Unfortunately complications

such as thrombosis sometimes

developed. Searches for safer

alternatives led to various drugs

with low or no oestrogen con-

tent. These were variably suc-

cessful.

The most promising work

was with progesterone. This hor-

mone, which normally allows fer-

tilised cells to multiply and grow

in the uterus, was also found to

inhibit ovulation, though less

reliably than oestrogen.

Current low dose oral con-

traceptives are based on mix-

tures and improvements of syn-

thetic versions of these hor-

mones. An as yet unconcluded

European study seems to indi-

cate that low dose oral contra-

ceptives are still associated with

a small risk of thrombosis gener-

ally.

However third generation

synthetic progesterones

been linked to higher incidence

of thrombobsis when they are

have

compared to previous generation

progesterones such as levonge-

strol.

Research

Disputed

The research findings that

have sparked off international

alarm are still disputed. The as

yet unpublished report from the

World Health Organisation has

found that third generation syn-

thetic progesterones, degestrol

and gestodene, have been found

to cause an increase of about

0.0001% in incidents of (venous

thromboembolism) blood clots

in the leg and/or lungs.

The report was circulated to

various governments around the

world. The U.K. Department of

Health, the first government

body to react to the report, sent

doctors a directive to deal with

the issue on Wednesday last. In

a separate development the

German government announced

that they would be reviewing

their position on the drugs this

Sunday night.

The project director of the

WHO research stressed that

there was no need for the alarm

that had been generated. The

risk with these third generation

progesterones is greater than pre-

vious ones, but the risk of blood

clot formation is in actual fact

very small (0.0002%).

The WHO

requires safety and choice to be

constitution

paramount in fertility regulation,

as for other aspects of human

health. Other quarters take a

different view, with the U.S.

National Research Council call-

ing on their government to relax

regulations arguing “Given the

potentially serious health conse-

quences of unwanted pregnancy

resulting from contraceptive fail-

ure, methods with fewer side

effects are not necessarily safer if

they have higher failure rates”.

Doctors, who have to imple-

ment these often conflicting

principles in the real world, are

left to strike a balance between

the various risk factors and the

needs of their patients.


