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IC Caterers Walk Out On Miners
BY ANDREW SINHARAY

College caterers walked out on

150 diners attending the RSMU

Freshers’ dinner last Friday.

The £17 a head dinner,

subsidised by RSM depart-

ments, was intended to welcome

freshers to the RSM. It was

attended by dignitaries such as

the Professor Tim Shaw, Dean

of the RSM, and Professor Mike

Worthington, Head of Geology.

The miners, coming from

pre-dinner drinks at the Union

Bar, had been looking forward

to a pleasant evening in

Sherfield’s Senior Common

Room.

However, as the evening

progressed, many of those

attending became slightly

drunk. Observers have

described scenes of intoxication,

students vomiting and throwing

food, and widespread spiking of

drinks.

After one person vomited,

Mr Vinod Fernandez, RSMU

President, was told by one of

the catering staff that should

things worsen, Catering would

stop the dinner. Later, whilst

the diners were enjoying

dessert, the catering section was

shut down and locked up. When

bemused miners queried the

action, Mr Fernandez was told

to take any complaints to a

higher authority.

Speaking to FELIX, Simon

Westerman, IC Catering

Manager, said that it is required

of all licensees that they do not

serve intoxicated customers.

“My staff feared for their own

safety in view of the level of

drunkenness and they are not

prepared to honour any future

RSM_ bookings they are

employed as caterers, not vomit

cleaners.”

However, Mr Fernandez

denied any reprehensible behav-

iour on the part of the miners.

“We've always had dinners

in Sherfield, and this was far

tamer than in previous years.

They knew what they were let-

ting themselves in for. We made

sure that it was quieter [than in

previous years] and my Vice-

President, Hon Sec and myself

stayed behind for an hour clear-

ing up the mess which was over

and above a reasonable amount.”

At last year’s dinner, a fresh-

er got so drunk he had to be car-

ried home by friends, and he

later fell out of a third floor win-

dow (FELIX 977).
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Fundamental

Differences
BY DAVID COHEN

Muslim extremists have once

again caught the attention of the

London student arena.

In recent weeks a group

called Hizb u Tahrir were

reported to have been

distributing leaflets of an anti-

homosexual and anti-Semitic

nature in and around the

University of London Union

(ULU) premises. An incident

also occurred at the Kings

College freshers’ fair, where a

group was asked to leave

following the identification of

one of its members as a Hizb u

Tahrir activist. The group left

peacefully.

Last Wednesday evening the

ULU Council passed a motion

re-enforcing its “stance against

bigotry and prejudice from any

source”.

The resolutions passed at the

GUC meeting state that: GUC

refuses to allow distribution of

literature which breaks the ULU

constitution (which can be

inferred from the constitution

itself). Furthermore, GUC

(continued on page 2)
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BE ews

Ron Sealed
BY ANDREW DORMAN

A major refurbishment has been

completed on part of the top floor

of the Sherfield building.

‘Suite 5’, which has locked

doors at the end of each corridor,

includes offices for all the senior

management. Despite its

somewhat prison-like exterior,

Sir Ronald Oxburgh, the Rector,

has said that he is delighted with

the results.

Sir Ronald said that 40%

more office space has been gained

with the inclusion of the corridor

in an open plan arrangement.

Ian Caldwell, Director of Estates,

has admitted that architects will

be reporting in early November,

with a view to a gradual

transformation of the whole of

Sherfield.

While Mr Caldwell declined

to put a figure on the cost of the

renovations, he pointed to the

better working environment,

flexible spacing of offices, and

lower running costs as a

justification.

A much smaller

refurbishment of the Huxley

Building foyer last year cost

£60,000 (FELIX 1001).
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Fundamental Differences

(continued from page 1)

refuses to allow Hizb u Tahrir,

or any other group or individual,

to promote any views

contravening the ULU

constitution; the latter applies to

any group, or individual, acting

as a front to such a group as well.

Sources in ULU stressed to

FELIX that this motion was not

directed at any general group,

but rather at particular

extremists, such as Hizb u

Tahrir, who actively promote

bigoted and racist ideas through

the distribution of such

literature.

Hizb u Tahrir — Arabic for

‘Liberation Party’ — was one of

the groups instrumental in

organising the Muslim Khilafah

conference in Wembley Arena

this summer. The aim of the

conference was ‘to assist in the

work to unify the global Muslim

community’.

Omar Bakri, the national

organiser of the Hizb u Tahrir,

in an interview with ‘The

Independent’ claimed that he has

assembled some 2000 members

nationwide, and taken control of

Islamic societies in

approximately 50 British

Universities.

Hiba Abdul-Hameed, a

member of IC Islamic Society,

was present at the conference

this summer. “At the end of the

conference Hizb u Tahrir stated

that they are not anti-Semitic or

homophobic”, she told FELIX.

“They are often quoted out of

context.”
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News In Brief
BY MIKE INGRAM,

ANDY SINHARAY,

ANDREW LONG

AND RACHEL WALTERS

Labour To Back Loans?

The Labour Party’s Commission

on Social Justice, reporting this

week, is said to have

recommended that student

funding be based solely upon a

loans system.

However, the party has

stressed that the Commission’s

report does not constitute party

policy, and will be used solely as a

basis for future discussion on

policy.

Light My Fire

Complaints have been rife over

fire precautions in_ the

Department of Computing after a

fire drill last Thursday morning.

The fire alarms in the

Huxley Building were triggered

at approximately 11:45am, and it

is said that it took around

fourteen minutes for the building

to be evacuated. Security have

pointed out that the usual

benchmark for such evacuations

is four minutes.

Somewhat alarmingly, the

electronically locked doors

enclosing the computer labs and

support sections on the ground

floor of the building remained

locked, forcing evacuees to use

their swipe cards to get out of the

building. All of the electronic

doors are supposed to unlock

automatically whenever the fire

alarm is set off.

LS Loses Out

Newcastle University’s student

newspaper ‘Courier’ has ousted

ULU’s ‘London Student’ at the

Guardian / NUS Student Media

awards. Although the ULU paper

failed to win, as it had done for

the last two years, their

photographer Nik Strangelove

won the Student Photographer

award for a collection of portraits,

including one of Comedian Eddie

Izzard.

Meanwhile, James Lyonds,

Editor of Newcastle’s ‘Courier’,

told "FEL IA. ~~ bis ““is’“a

vindication of all the hard work

the team put in last year. It’s

something to strive towards for

next year, and things can only get

better.”

Been Caught Stealing (again)

Vinnie Ray, an ex-student of

Imperial, has again been causing

problems on campus. Mr Ray

was arrested last weekend after a

theft in the Union. College

security were alerted by a Mr

Magnossi, of Pepperdine

University, who caught Ray

stealing his jacket on Friday

night. The police were called,

and Ray was detained overnight,

but he was considered to be too

drunk to have shown any

criminal intent and was later

released.

Vinnie also tangled with

college security several years ago.

He was expelled from Imperial,

following a series of incidents,

including throwing a milk-bottle

full of dry ice and stealing the

head and tail of the Brontosaurus

outside the Natural History

Museum.

Party Poopers

After some confusion in the

Royal College of Science Union

(RCSU), first year biology

students planning to attend their

freshers’ dinner have been left

with tickets but no event.

The Life Sciences inaugural

dinner planned for October 19th

was cancelled due to poor ticket

sales. The rescheduled event

clashed with a first year biology

field course.

It was decided to combine

the event with that of the

Chemistry department on

October 21st, which was also

lacking numbers, but it had been

forgotten that the Biologists were

leaving that afternoon.

Despite a respectable total of

80 people turning up for the

dinner, the first years still have

no event arranged for their

tickets.

The problem is apparently

easy to solve: “The students can

either attend the Physics dinner

on the 28th or get a discount on

the annual dinner — it’s as simple

as that” said Charlie Bell, the

RCSU President.



News and Editorial I

Foreign Affairs
BY RACHEL WALTERS

After a shambolic start to the

year, the Overseas Students

Committee has managed to

assemble and has had its first

chairmen and treasurers meeting.

Intended as an umbrella

organisation to coordinate the

individual overseas clubs and

societies, the committee was

unable to convene earlier as it

started the term with only one

elected member. The elections

for this year’s posts were held last

term but resulted in only the

Chairman, Andreas Mershin,

being voted in. The rest of the

positions went to New Election.

Mershin said he was put in

an ‘impossible’ position, blaming

the timing of the elections.

Though all the posts are now

filled, only the position of

Treasurer was contested at the

elections on October 19th.

Mershin admitted disappoint-

ment with the turnout at the

voting, but felt more encouraged

after the first meeting’s

proceedings — despite spending

much of the time discussing basic

organisation when it is already

the fourth week of term.

The committee represents 25

different societies, but less than

half that number were present at

the meeting. Mershin said the

attendance was ‘good for this sort

of thing’ and that, compared to

the turnout at Union General

Meetings, Imperial’s Overseas

Students looked fairly

enthusiastic. Referring to the size

of IC’s overseas’ student

population he spoke of the apathy

that seems to be symptomatic of

being at Imperial: “T a

representing 2,500 people who

don’t know I’m representing -

them.” However, nothing has as

yet been organised; this term’s

disco was originally planned as a

freshers’ event — it is now

scheduled for ‘sometime in

November’.

IC Russellers
BY ANDREW DORMAN

It has emerged that the Russell

Group, representing the elite

universities, was started at

Imperial College. Sir Eric Ash,

the former Rector of Imperial, has

told FELIX that he invited the

Vice-Chancellors of the top five

research universities to discuss

similar needs on the subject of

research income.

Dr David Thomas, the Pro-

Rector (Research Contracts), has

confirmed that it was his idea to

set up the ‘Group of Five’ —-

consisting of Oxford, Cambridge,

Warwick, UCL and IC — which

first met in late 1989. It was set

up to stop industry gaining

intellectual property rights to

research which they had only

partly funded. The group

formulated agreed policy in

dealing with industry, and

lobbied Ministers. According to

Dr Thomas it was largely

successful. While the group

originally restricted membership

to the five, after Sir Eric’s

departure as Rector, the numbers

increased to the present eighteen

members.

In an interview with FELIX,

Sir Ronald Oxburgh, the present

Rector, said that the present

group is a caucus of “larger

institutions whose research is a

large element of their funding”.

Sir Ronald dismissed claims

of a breakaway suggesting

‘sensational journalism’ had

exaggerated the story. He

insisted that the group wanted to

demonstrate the merits of the

present system of selective

funding by lobbying top

politicians, civil servants and

businessmen. The Rector

pointed out that the Russell

Group is only one of over half a

dozen associations whose

A FELIX-less Friday and a

Magazined Monday

The observant readers amongst

you have probably noticed that

this FELIX has arrived on

Monday — as opposed to you just

being lucky enough to find an

untouched pile of 300 copies

leftover from Friday (LS readers

please ignore and carry on as you

were — heeheeheehee).

aris ‘was’ due* to>>the

installation of new litho

equipment in the Print Unit and

the subsequent loss of a days

printing time. We couldn’t begin

to produce pages until Thursday:

far too late to allow FELIX to

come out before Saturday. But

the pages you are reading now

were rolled out by the new press

which hopefully bodes well. I'd

like to thank to Andy T. for his

work in securing the new litho —

your filofax is in the post...

Captain, my Captain

There are of course a great many

people behind each issue of this

newspaper and as with many

things it is often only the loudest

who are credited. But this week I

have to doff my cap to Jon Jordan

for taking the helm whilst I

graduated and balled yesterday

(and this morning). He saw most

of the magazine to print and

rather than talk about

Commemoration Day as I had

planned to (before the alcohol

strewn affair actually happened)

Ill leave the final words this

week to him. Take it away JJ...

Owain

...once again the editor

negates all responsibilities and

wanders around London, staring

intently at the bright lights

whilst quaffing back large

amounts from half empty wine

bottles. But looking at his pale

face when he eventually straggled

in this morning I knew that, as

editor-for-the-day I had had the

better deal. There are few times

that I have seen Owain stressed

out but last Thursday was one .

I remember watching the

proud parents dutifully following

their progenies around college on

commem day. Part of me wanted

to be there with them too, not

least because that would mean

that my degree was over. My

remaining parts wanted to be

there as well, not least to be

wearing a long, black gown and

run around anarchistically

pretending to be Batman.

In time I did go through

these rites of passage and

emerged out the other side as an

official graduate of Imperial

College. And as with many other

things in life I realised that the

whole event had been a sham.

Just as one of the ‘best scientific

educations’ had ultimately

proved to be of little value so the

crowning day of that education

was revealed as boring, full of

pomp and show and ultimately

signifying nothing. jon’

membership overlaps. He also

pointed out that there is no way

to opt out of the funding system,

and that the group’s main aim is

to protect research funding levels.

Meanwhile the London

School of Economics (LSE)

Students’ Union has initiated

what it calls the ‘Aldwych Group’

to protect student interests in

what it sees as a future ‘Ivy

League’. In its first meeting the

group discussed the implications

of the Russell Group. Those

attending included _ senior

Student Union officials of ULU,

LSE, Cambridge and Imperial. Its

next meeting is to be held at

Imperial on 1st November.
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STOP PRESS RAG STOP PRESS

The Rag collection at David Copperfield

is off, apparently as DC believes the

raggies are actually rival magicians

spying on the great one!
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